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Among  the  various  aflertions  during  this  violent  and  long  debate  thofe  of  Mr.  Bufhe  the  bolded,. 

Note  989 

hlr.  Grattan  enters  tlie  houfe  between  hlr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby  and  Mr.  Moore— His  fpeech  againft 

the  meafure  993 

Mr.  Corry  replies  to  Mr.  Grattan  998 

On  the  divifion  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  amendment  was  rejedted  by  138  againft  96 — An 
aggregate  meeting  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin  is  convened,  in  which 

ftrong  refolutions  againft  an  Union  are  voted  999 

The  tenth  refolution  concludes  with  addrefles  to  Meflrs.  Grattan,  Fofter,  and  Ogle  1000 

Their  anfwers  to  faid  addrefles.  Note — Petitions  prefented  againft  the  Union  1001 

^Ir.  Bagwell  member  for  the  county  of  Tipperary,  declares  he  has  changed  his  mind  and  will 

vote  againft  an  Union  with  his  conftituents  1002 

Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  dates  to  the  houfe  the  condudl  of  Sheriff  Derby  and  Col.  Rogers  in  intimi- 
dating Anti-Unionifts  from  petitioning — And  moves  refolutions  againft  them — Oppofed  by  Lord 
Caftlereagh — A meffage  from  the  lord  lieutenant  laying  before  the  houfe  the  plan  of  the 

Union  1003 

Lord  Caftlereagh  comments  upon  the  obftacles  to,  as  well  as  encouragement  given  by  the  country  to 

the  meafure  1004 

The  wifli  of  the  projedtors  of  the  Union  to  follow  the  modes  employed  for  that  of  Scotland,  &c. 

1005 

Complete  identity  of  power,  neceffary  in  cafes  of  war  and  peace — Abdication  of  the  crown  of  one 

1006 

1007 

1009 

1010 
101 1 
1012 
1013 


realm.  Refponlibility  of  minifters,  &c.  

The  financial  proportions  of  the  two  countries  eftabliftied  upon  an  average.  See.  

The  revenues  and  ftanding  debts  of  both  countries — Scale  of  prefent  and  future  taxation 

Peace  and  war  eftablifliment  of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  

The  commercial  interefts  of  both  countries  

Manufadtures,  duties,  premiums,  and  drawbacks  

Great  Britain  favoring  the  Irilh  linen  manufadtory  


Countervailing  duties  and  charges  upon  re-exportation  of  native,  foreign,  and  colonial  goods  con- 
fidered — The  profpedt  of  a great  woollen  and  fail  cloth  trade  prefented  to  Ireland  by  an. 

Union  ' 1014 

The  interefts  of  the  Proteftant  with  the  natural  rights  of  the  Catholic  fecured  by  Union  1015 

The  Catholic  clergy  free  from  any  imputation  of  bribery  IO16 

The  parliamentary  reprefentation  in  proportion  to  wealth  and  population— The  appointment  of 

peers,  and  number  1017 

Future  reprefentation  of  the  commons— Compenfation  for  boroughs  disfranchifed  — — 1018 

Provifion  for  the  continuance  of  the  exifting  laws  and  law  courts  — ^ — * IOI9 

And  concludes  by  a general  outline  of  the  meafure,  and  a warm  panegyric  on  the  Britiflr  minifter, 
Mr.  George  Ponfonby  reprefents  the  foregoing  advantages  as  merely  vifionary,  and  oppofes  the 

fcherae  1020 

Mr.  Grattan’s  remarkable  queftions  to  the  houfe  in  concluding  his  fpeech  againft  the  meafure  1023 

The  houfe  divides — For  the  minifter  158 — Againft  him  1 15  1034 

The  Earl  of  Clare,  upon  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  calls  their  lord- 

fliips  attention  to  the  Union  — . 1025 

And 
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And  concludes  an  able  fpeech  by  aflerting  his  mofl;  ardent  wiflies  would  be  for  the  meafurc — Earl 
of  Clare's  fpeech  in  the  Englilh  Houfe  of  Lords — After  Union  injurious  to  his  country — Report 

that  he  repented  forely  his  conduft,  ~ 1032 

The  Marquis  of  Downlliire  oppofes  the  naeafure — After  a long  debate  the  firft  refolution  pafled  liy 

75  againft  26  1033 

The  Houfe  of  Lords  put  into  a committee  to  take  the  meflage  into  further  confideration  the  1 ith 
March — A committee  mov'ed  for  in  the  commons  to  take  into  confideration  the  particular  terms 
of  the  Union — A very  warm  debate  upon  the  fubjeft,  in  which  Colonel  Vereker  and  the  Hon. 
George  Knox  take  part — Counfellor  Goold  enters  at  large  into  the  fubjedt,  and  concludes  bv 
alferting  the  novelty  of  a parliament  annihilating  itfelf  by  the  weight  of  its  crimes  or  its  legiflative 
impotency — The  motion  of  adjournment  though  negatived  by  a majority  of  47,  is  afiented  to  by 

the  minifter  1034 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  Corry,  beftows  much  abufe  upon  Mr.  Grattan— Mr. 
Grattan  replies — General  Hutchinfon  fpeaks  in  favor  of  the  naeafure — The  duel  between  MelTrs. 

Grattan  and  Corry,  Note  - - ■ ■ ■ 1035 

Mr.  Fofter  reprefents  the  degradation  of  the  peerage  of  Ireland,  enters  largely  upon  the  plan 

propofed  of  future  finance,  of  the  peerages  for  life,  &’c.  1037 

After  feveral  interefling  fpeeches  for  and  againft  the  qVieftion,  it  is  carried  in  favor  of  the  minifter 
by  a majority  of  46 — Lord  Caftlereagh  moves  for  all’ent  of  the  committee  to  the  firft  articles  of 
the  plan — MeflTrs.  O’Hara,  O’Donnel,  Tighe,  Lord  Corry,  W.  Brab.  Ronfonby,  and  J.  C. 
Eeresford  declare  againft  the  terms  as  well  as  the  principle — IMr.  Saurin  calls  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  modes  made  ufe  of  to  gain  a parliamentary  majority,  and  concludes  by  dif- 

claiming  any  refponfibility  in  the  calamitous  confequences  — lOSg 

The  attorney  general,  Mellrs.  Alonk  Mafon,  Ormfby  and  Serjeant  Stanley  approve  of  the  meafure 
and  praife  minifters  for  planning  it — The  firft  day  of  the  following  January  is  fixed  upon  for 
the  commencement  of  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms— The  article  for  the  fettlement  of  the 
crown  votes  by  the  committee — 4 March,  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  propofes  an  addrefs  to  the  king, 
ftating  petitions  from  twenty-fix  counties  and  various  cities  and  towns  were  prefented  to  par- 
liament conformable  to  the  confiitutional  rights  of  the  people  againft  a legiflative  Union — Lord 
Caftlereagh  oppofes  the  motion  as  encouraging  a popular  interference  in  queftions  of  fuch  mo- 
ment and  in  fuch  critical  times  — 1040 

After  a long  debate  the  queftion  is  difpofed  of  by  a motion  for  adjournment,  ayes  155,  noes  107 
— lOth  March,  the  fubject  of  parliamentary  reprefen  tation  fettled — Upon  the  queftion  moved  to  fix 
the  compenfation  for  the  annihilated  boroughs,  Melfrs.  Plunket  and  Goold  fpeak  feverally  and 
vehemently  againft  fuch  corruption — Sir  John  Freke  prefents  a petition  with  1800  fignatures 
from  Cork,  againft  an  union — General  Hutchinfon  alferts,  that  the  real  fenfe  of  the  people  was 
not  conveyed  through  faid  petition — Sir  John  Parnell  moves  an  addrefs  to  the  king  to  convoke  a 

new  parliament — Mr.  Alexander  oppofes  the  motion  1041 

Mr.  Saurin  maintains  the  neceflity  of  appealing  to  their  conftituents — The  folicitor  general  repro- 
bates Mr.  Saurin’s  dodtr.ine — Mr.  Grattan  vindicates  the  barriftcr — On  a divifion,  for  the  addrefs 
104 — Againft  it  150 — The  article  concerning  the  identity  of  churches,  parliaments,  &c.  of  the 
two  kingdoms— palled — The  fixth  article  palfed  the  lyth  March — Upon  the  houfe  refuming  for 
receiving  the  report,  Mr.  O'Hara  objedts  to  the  ratio  of  contribution  for  Ireland  as  being  too  high 

Mr. 
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— jVIr.  Grattan  expatiates  anew  upon  the  impolicy  of  an  union — Mr.  Fofter,  Meflrs.  George 
Tonfonby  and  Saurin  oppofe  the  report  of  the  refolutions — The  report  carried  by  the  ufual  majo- 
rity— Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  exprefles  ftill  a hope  that  gentlemen  would  Hand  forward  in  defence 

of  the  country  - ■ 1042 

The  refolutions  are  faniStioned — The  articles  at  length.  No.  CXIX.  Appendix — A meffage  in- 
forming the  lords  that  the  commons  had  agreed  to  the  articles  of  the  union — The  peers  announce 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  their  approbation  with  the  referve  of  a few  amendments — Lord  Caft- 
lereagh  moves  for  an  addrefs,  &c. — In  the  Irifli  peers  Lord  Farnham  oppofes  the  4th  article, 
alleging,  that  the  Irifli  peerage  was  not  reprefented,  &c. — Lord  Chief  Baron  Yelverton  fupports 

the  contrary  opinion,  arguing  from  the  arrangement  in  1782  1043 

Two  amendments  propofed  by  the  Earl  of  Clare  rcfpc6ting  the  extin6tion  and  creations  of  Irifli 
peerages— All  the  articles  agreed  to  and  the  report  confirmed — The  Earl  of  Bellamont  renews 
his  oppofition  to  the  general  meafure — A motion  for  delay — Negatived  by  47  againft  1 8 1044 

The  original  motion  of  a meflage  carried,  72  againft  22 — The  articles  of  union  pafs  as  didated  by 
the  Britilh  minifter — The  Duke  of  Portland  on  the  2d  of  April  communicates  a meflage  to  the 

Britifli  Iloufe  of  Lords  from  the  king— The  melfage,  Xofe  1045 

In  the  Britifli  peers  Lord  Grenville  moves  the  addrefs — Lord  Holland  oppofes — A motion  for  a com- 
mittee— Lord  Grenville  replies  1046 

l^pon  a divifion  the  addrefs  carried  with  only  three  dilTentient  peers,  viz.  Earl  Derby,  Lords  Hol- 
land and  King — Mr.  Pitt  moves  in  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  order  of  the  day  to  con- 

fider  the  King's  meffage — Mr.  Jones  oppofes  1047 

Refers  to  the  fpeecli  of  Mr.  Fofter,  AoA  1048 

The  motion  for  the  committee  agreed  to  1049 

Mr.  Pitt  difeufl'es  the  mode  of  carrying  the  union  into  effed;  goes  over  the  fame  grounds  and  fame 
arguments  as  made  ufe  of  in  the  Irifli  parliament,  and  concludes  by  fubmitting  the  manner  of 
accomplifhing  it  to  the  wifdom  of  the  committee — Mr.  Grey  againft  the  meafure  of  union  1052 
Mr.  Grey  enters  into  a narrative  of  the  union  with  Scotland,  and  concludes  his  fpeech  by  moving 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  praying  to  fufpend  for  fome  time  the  zeal  of  his  minifters — Mr. 
Johnftone  in  a maiden  fpeech,  MelTrs.  Gregory  Page,  Turner,  and  General  Loftus  approve  of 
the  meafure — Dr.  Lawrence  oppofes  it  as  unjuft  and  impolitic— Mr.  Sheridan  oppofes  it  upon  a 

convidion,  that  it  was  not  reliflicd  by  the  Irifli  people,  &c.  1056 

Mr.  Grey’s  motion  is  negatived  by  236  againft  30— The  three  fir  ft  articles  voted— The  majorities 
upon  the  other  articles  in  the  like  proportion — Lord  FTawkefbury’s  fpeech  upon  the  general  na- 
ture of  reprefentation  in  parliament  1057 

Dift'erence  between  the  Scotch  and  Irifli  peers  as  ftated  by  Lord  Grenville — Lord  Mulgrave  objeds 
to  the  Irifli  peers  eligibility  for  fitting  in  the  commons — The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  fupports 
the  original  claufe — Lord  Mulgrave’s  motion  negatived  by  50  againft  7 — Lord  Holland  moves, 
that  fome  pledge  be  given  to  the  Catholics,  proniifing  relief  from  the  difabilities  under  which 

that  refpedable  body  laboured  1058 

'Lord  Borrington  oppofes  the  motion  as  unfeafonable — The  IMarquis  of  Lanfdowne  is  convinced 

of  the  wifdom  of  the  meafure  at  large  and  not  inimical  to  the  motion  1059 

Lord  Fitzwilliam  thought  the  motion  conciliatory  and  expedient — Lord  Plobart  and  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool  moved  the  previous  queftion — The  Earl  of  Moira  wiflied  the  previous  queftion  might 

be 
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be  withdrawn— Lord  Grenville  thought  that  the  queftion  of  Catholic  emancipation  would  be  beft 
treated  by  an  united  parliament— The  previous  queftion  fuperfeded  the  motion — Several  petitions 
from  the  woollen  manufafturers  of  Great  Britain  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft  the 
free  exportation  of  raw  materials,  &c.— Witnefles  examined  at  the  bar— The  commercial  article 

pafled  the  1 ft  May,  1800  1060 

Mr.  Bankes  in  the  courfe  of  the  debates  was  of  opinion,  that  the  fcheme  was  hazardous  from  the 
difcontent  of  the  Catholics— Sir  William  Young  declares  the  union  very  much  approved  of  by 
the  Catholics,  from  the  report  of  Lord  Kenmare — ^The  fecond  reading  of  the  refolutions  ordered, 
— For  the  fedond  reading,  208,  againft  it,  26— On  the  5th  May  the  commercial  article  with  its 

claufes,  agreed  to  “ l Ob  ^ 

Various  motions  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Dr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Grey,  Sir  William  Dolben,  and 
Mr.  Tierney — All  negatived — An  addrefs  voted,  importing,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ob- 
ferved  with  fatisfaftion,  that  the  articles  tranfmitted  from  Ireland  were  conformable  to  thofe 
voted  in  that  houfe  laft  feflion — The  addrefs  communicated  to  the  peers — On  the  7 th  permiflion 

granted  to  Irith  peers  to  reprefent  Britilh  counties  or  boroughs  1 062 

Upon  the  peers  being  moved  to  join  in  the  addrefs.  Lord  Bolton  fpeaks  in  favor  of  union,  recurring 
to  the  commercial  propofitions,  1785  5 on  the  houfe  dividing,  after  a long  and  animated  debate, 
on  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  union,  and  the  lords  joining  in  the  addrefs,  the  motion  for  the 
addrefs  is  carried  by  54  againft  7 — Lord  Caftlereagh  moves  in  the  Irith  Houfe  of  Commons  for 
a bill  to  regulate  the  eleftion  of  members  for  the  Imperial  parliament — He  ftates  the  leading 
principles,  and  nominates  the  towns  or  cities  moft  entitled  from  wealth  and  population  to  be 

reprefented  in  the  imperial  parliament  1063 

The  motion  oppofed  as  premature,  but  carried  by  a majority  of  55 — The  bill  pafles  the  houfe 
the  20th  May,  1800— This  bill  comprifed  the  mode  of  electing  the  commons  and  peers, 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  for  the  Imperial  parliament,  as  well  then,  as  hereafter — The  refolutions 

fent  back  from  England  referred  by  the  Irifli  commons  to  a private  committee  1064 

Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  moves  for  a confideration  in  a general  committee — The  motion  loft — The  re- 
folutions formed  into  a bill  and  leave  to  introduce  it — A bill  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  carried  by  160  againft  lOO — Mr.  Grattan  moves  to  put  off  the  bill  till  the  iftof  Auguft, 
branding  it  with  conftitutional  murder  carried  through  bv  force  of  martial  law  and  corruption— 
Lord  Caftlereagh  defends  the  bill,  and  cenfures  Mr.  Grattan’s  language  as  inflammatory — Sir 
John  Parnell  repels  any  traiterous  difpolition  in  the  Anfi-unionifts  — A violent  debate  1065 

Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  loft  by  124  againft  87 — Lord  Corry  moves  a long  addrefs  to  the  king  againft 
the  bill— Seconded  by  MelTrs.  Saurin,  Goold,  Egan,  and  J.  C.  Beresford— Oppofed  by  the  at- 
torney general.  The  addrefs  negatived  by  135  againft  77  — Addrefs  comprifing  the  arguments  of 
the  Anti-unionifts  in  the  appendix.  No.  CXX — Many  Anti-unionifts  retire  from  the  houfe — The 
bill  carried  up  to  the  peers — On  its  fecond  reading  the  Earls  Farnham  and  Bellamont  ofler  fome 
claufes,  which  are  negatived — The  bill  pafles  the  committee  without  amendment,  and  read  a third 
time  1.3th  of  June — A proteft  entered  by  the  Duke  of  Leinfler  and  the  other  ditPenting  peers  1 066 
The  miniftcr’s  plan  of  indemnity  for  the  extindtion  of  boroughs^at  the  rate  of  1 5,000/.  each  borough 
expofes  a neceiPary  demand  by  way  of  grant  upon  the  public,  of  1,260,000/. — Mr.  Saurin,  C. 
Beresford,  and  Mr.  Dawfon  maintain,  th.at  they  had  no  right  to  indemnity— Mr.  Prendergaft 
maintains  the  jufiice  of  the  plan,  which  was  adopted —The  fame  plan  prefented  to  the  lords 
VoL.  II.  c and 
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and  only  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of  Farnhana — The  Anti- unionifts  give  up  the  queftion  for  loft — 
A lift  of  the  members  who  voted  for  and  againft  this  great  queftion,  and  the  parliamentary  ar- 
rangements preparatory  therefore,  appendix.  No.  CXXII.— After  the  bill  paflcd  the  Irifti  parlia- 
ment, Mr.  Pitt  introduces  a fimilar  bill  in  the  Britifli  Commons — Sent  on  the  24th  June  to  die 
Britifli  Peers — The  Britilh  bill  receives  the  royal  aflent,  2d  July,  1800 — The  Britifli  parliament 

prorogued — His  majefly’s  fpeech  to  both  houfes  IO67 

The  royal  aflent  given  in  Ireland  to  the  Union  bill  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  accetPion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Brunfwick  to  the  thrones  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ift  Auguft,  1800 — The  a6t  at  length  in 
the  Appendix,  No.  CXXIII. — The  lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  the  Irith  par- 
liament   - 1068 

The  example  of  the  Scotch  Union  followed  upon  the  eledions  of  members  for  the  united  parliament 
— Not  one  of  the  peers  who  voted  againft  the  union  are  to  be  found  in  the  number  of  the  eleded. 

Note  1069 

A lift  of  the  members  drawn  by  ballot  for  the  Imperial  parliament  — - 1070 

His  majefty  enters  the  Houfe  of  Lords  31  Dec.  1300 — The  Commons  commanded  to  attend — The 
fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  addrefles  his  majefty — His  majefty’s  fpeech  from  the  throne  to 

both  houfes  of  parliament  1 07 1 

The  Lord  Chancellor  fignilies  his  majefty’s  commands,  that  the  proclamation  be  read,  &c. — The 

proclamation  at  length  1072 

Other  proclamations  read,  declaring  what  enfigns  and  colours  ftiould  be  borne  by  fea  107® 
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LXX.  TT HE  difference  between  Meflrs.  Flood  and  Grattan  j from  the  debates  in  the  Irifh 

Houfe  of  Commons  1 to  1 9 

LXXI.  Mr.  Monck  Mafon’s  fpeech  againfl  parliamentary  reform  — — 19  to  30 

LXXII.  The  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  Beresford  on  the  revenues  of  Ireland  30  to  4 1 

LXXIII.  The  fpeech  of  Mr.  Gardner  on  Irifh  commerce  — 4lto51 

LXXIV.  Paftoral  exhortation  of  the  Right  Rev.  Do6tor  Troy,  the  Catholic  Bifhop  of  Offory,  to 

his  flock  51  to  52 

LXXV.  Addrefs  prefented  to  his  majefty,  at  St.  James’s,  by  the  lords  and  Commons  on  the 

29th  of  July  1785,  and  his  majefty’s  anfwer  52  to  55 

LXXVI.  Speech  of  Mr.  Grattan  on  the  Eaft  India  trade  — 55  to  73 

LXXVII.  The  refolutions  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  relating,  to  the  treaty  of  navigation 
and  commerce  with  the  French  king  — — 73  to  76 

LXXVIII.  Mr.  Grattan’s  fpeech  upon  tithes  — ' — • 7Gtol22 

LXXIX.  Corredt  lift  of  the  majority  and  minority  on  the  queftions  refpedting  the  regency,  with 

a lift  of  thofe  members  who  did  not  vote  on  thofe  queftions  122  to  130 

LXXX.  Protefts  upon  the  regency  ISO  to  132 

LXXXI.  Divifion  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  a motion  for  adjourning  the  confideration  of  the 
addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  a diftant  day  - 132  to  137 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

OF  THE  REBELLION  IN  1798. 

^Notwithstanding  the  cUfcoveiies  made  by  Reynolds  and  Arm- 
ftrong,  and  the  confequent  arrefts  of  the  principal  confpirators  with  their  pa- 
pers, from  which  circumftance  the  rebels  were  left  without  heads  to  plan,  or 
officers  to  execute  their  deligns,  yet  fo  deeply  and  uddely  was  the  flame  of 
rebellion  fpread,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  fupprefs  the  volcano  from  the 
eruption,  which  had  been  long  fettled  for  the  23d  of  May.  It  appears,  that 
the  plan  of  attack  formed  by  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  had  been  communi- 
cated to  mofl.  of  the  rebels;  for  their  firft  open  a6ts  of  hoftility,  though  ap- 
parently fortuitous,  irregular,  and  confufed,  bore  evident  marks  of  a deep 
laid  fcheme  for  furprizing  the  military  by  feparatc,  though  fimultaneous 
attacks,  to  furround  in  a cordon  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  cut  oft' all  fuccours 
and  refources  from  without.  On  that  day  Mr.  Neilfon*  and  fome  other  of 
the  leading  confpirators  were  arrefted ; and  the»  city  and  county  of  Dublin 
were  proclaimed  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  in  a ftate  of  infurre6tion; 
the  guards  at  the  caftle,  and  all  the  great  objedts  of  attack  were  trebled  ; and 
in  fafl  the  whole  city  was  converted  into  a befieged  garrifon.  Thus  the  re- 
bels were  unable  to  eftedl  any  thing  by  furprife.  ^Vithout  leaders,  and  ahnoft 
without  arms  or  anununition,  tlie  infatuated  multitude  ventured  on  the 
bloody  conteft.  Notwithftanding  the  apparent  forwardnels  of  the  north, 
the  firft  commotions  appeared  in  difterent  parts  of  Leinftcr.  The  northern 
and  Connaught-mail  coaches  were  flopped  by  parties  of  the  infurgents  on  the 
night  of  the  2SdofMay;  and,  at  about  twelve  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  24th,  a large  body  of  rebels  attacked  the  town  and  gaol  of  Naas,  about 

* Mr.  Neilfon  was  feized  between  nine  and  ten  in  the  evening,  by  Gregg,  the  keeper  of  New- 
gate, as  he  was  reconnoitring  the  prifon  : a fcuffle  enfued,  and  Neilfon  fnapped  a pitlol  at  him ; 
by  the  intervention  of  two  yeomen,  he  was  fecured  and  committed.  It  is  reported,  and  appears 
probable,  that  a large  number  of  the  confpirators  who  were  awaiting  his  orders,  having  loll  their 
leader,  difperfed  for  that  night. 
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fourteen  miles  from  Dublin,  where  Lord  Gosford  commanded.*  As  the  guard 
had  been  feafonably  increafed,  in  expectation  of  fuch  an  attack,  the  aflailants 
were  repulfed,  and  driven  into  a narrow  avenue,  where,  without  order  or  dif- 
cipline,  they  fultained  for  fome  time  the  attack  of  the  Armagh  militia,  and 
of  the  fencible  corps  raifed  by  Sir  Watkins  William  Wynne,  and  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Ancient  Britons.  The  king’s  troops  loft  two  officers,  and  about 
thirty  n»en;  and  the  rebels,*  as  was  reported,  loft  140  in  the  conteft  and  their 
flight.  They  were  completely  difperfed,  and  feveral  of  them  taken  pri- 
foners.  On  the  fame  flay,  a fmall  divifion  of  his  majefty’s  forces  were  fur- 
prized  at  the  toM  n of  Profperous  ; and  a detachment  at  the  village  of  Clane 
cut  their  way  through  to  Naas,  with  confiderable  lofs.  About  the  fame  time, 
General  Dundas  encountered  a large  body  of  infurgents  on  the  hills  near 
Kilcullin,  and  130  of  thefe  mifguided  perfons  were  left  dead  upon  the  fiekL 

On  the  following  day,  a body  of  about  400  rebels,  under  the  command  of 
two  gentlemen  of  the  names  of  Ledwich  and  Keough,  marched  from  Rath- 
farnham,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
towards  Belgatt  and  Cloudalkin  : in  their  progrefs,  they  were  met  by  a party 
of  thirty-five  dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Roden.  After  fome 
refiftance,  the  rebels  were  defeated,  great  numbers  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  their  leaders  Ledwich  and  Keough  were  taken.  They  were  immediately 
tried  by  a court  martial,  and  executed,  having  pleaded  in  vain,  that  they  had 
been  forced  into  the  fervice. 

Although  the  firft  effort  of  the  rebels  had  been  thus  defeated,  ftill  they  en- 
tertained the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  another  attempt.  Ge- 

* The  preparation  to  receive  the  rebels  at  Naas  proceeded  from  the  following  circumftance : 
Ix)rd  Gosford,  who  commanded  the  Armagh  militia,  a part  of  which  was  quartered  at  Naas,  was  on 
that  day  in  Dublin,  and  whilft  he  was  converting  with  Mr.  Cook,  in  the  cattle,  an  anonymous  let- 
ter was  received,  announcing  the  intended  attack  of  Naas  on  that  night  by  a numerous  band  of 
rebels,  who  were  then  hovering  about  that  town.  Lord  Gosford  was  more  ttricken  with  the  letter 
than  the  under  fecretary  5 he  took  it  with  him,  and  inftantly  fet  out  for  Naas.  On  his  arrival  there, 
his  fon,  who  commanded  the  regiment  in  his  abfcnce,  fhewed  him  a fimilar  letter,  in  the  fame 
hand-writing,  which  he  had  that  day  received  at  Naas.  Upon  this  double  information,  the  lin- 
cerity  of  the  anonymous  informer  feemed  no  longer  queftionable,  and  the  garrifon  was  immedi- 
ately prepared  for  defence,  which  the  rebels,  who  lay  concealed  at  the  backs  of  the  houfes,  did  not 
expedt : this  fortunate  preparation  faved  the  garrifon  from  furprize.  This  difcomfiture  of  the  re- 
bels in  their  firft  attack,  gave  confidence  and  fpirit  to  the  army,  and  by  feyeral  of  the  rebels  was 
confidered  a*  ominous. 
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neral  Lake,  who,  upon  the  refignation  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  liad  been 
appointed  commander  in  chief,  piiblilhed  the  following  notice  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th  of  INIay : 

“ Lieutenant  General  Lake,  commanding  his  majefiy’s  forces  in  this  king- 
dom,  having  received  from  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  full  powers 
“ to  put  down  the  rebellion,  and  to  punifh  rebels  in  the  moft  fummary  man- 
ner,  according  to  martial  law,  does  hereby  give  notice  to  all  his  majefty’s 
fubjefts,  that  he  is  determined  to  exert  the  powers  entrufted  to  him  in  the 
“ moft  vigorous  manner,  for  the  immediate  fuppreflion  of  the  fame;  and 
that  all  perfons  acting  in  the  prefent  rebellion,  or  in  any  wife  aiding  or 
“ affifting  therein,  will  be  treated  by  him  as  rebels,  and  punilhed  accord- 
ingly.” 

“ And  Lieutenant  General  Lake  hereby  requires  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Dublin  (the  great  officers  of  ftate,  members  of  the  houfes  of 
parliament,  privy  counfellors,  magiftrates,  and  military  perfons,  in  uniform, 
excepted),  to  remain  within  their  refpe6tive  dwellings  from  nine  o'clock  at 
night  till  five  in  the  morning,  under  pain  of  puniffiment.” 

On  the  fame  morning  alfo,  for  better  fecuring  the  peace  of  the  city,  the 
lord  mayor  publiffied  the  following  proclamation: 

“ THOMAS  FLEMING. 

WHEREAS  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  crifis  de- 
“ mand  every  poffible  precaution,  thefe  are  therefore  to  defire  all  perfons 
who  have  regiftered  arms,  forthwith  to  give  in  (in  writing)  an  exa^t  lift  or 
inventory  of  Rich  arms  at  the  town  clerk’s  office,  who  will  file  and  enter 
the  fame  in  a book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe;  and  all  perfons  v\  ho  have 
“ not  regiftered  their  arms,  are  hereby  required  forthwith  to  deliver  up  to 
me,  or  fome  other  of  the  magiftrates  of  this  city,  all  arms  and  ammunition 
“ of  every  kind  in  their  polTeffion;  And  if,  after  this  proclamation,  any  per- 
“ fon  having  regiftered  their  arms  ftiall  be  found  not  to  have  given  in  a true 
lift  or  inventory  of  fuch  arms  ; or  if  any  perfon  who  has  not  regiftered, 
“ fliall  be  found  to  have  in  their  power  or  poffeftion  any  arms  or  ammunition 
whatever,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  will,  on  fuch  arms  being  difeovered,  be 
“ forthwith  fent  on  board  his  majefty’s  navy,  as  by  law  direded. 

“ And  I do  hereby  defire,  that  all  houfekeepers  do  place  upon  the  outfide 
of  their  doors  a lift  of  all  perfons  in  their  refpeftive  houfes,  diftinguiftiing 
fuch  as  are  ftrangers  from  thofe  who  actually  make  part  of  their  family: 
Yol.  II.  4 s “ but 
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“ but  as  there  may  happen  to  be  perfons  who,  from  pecuniary  enibarraff- 
“ ments,  are  obliged  to  conceal  themfelves,  I do  not  require  fuch  names  to 
“ be  placed  on  the  outfide  of  the  door,  provided  their  names  are  fent  to  me. 
“ And  I hereby  call  upon  all  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  within  the  county  of  the 
“ city  of  Dublin  immediately  to  comply  Avith  this  regulation,  as  calculated 
“ for  the  public  fecurity ; as  thofe  perfons  who  fliall  wilfully  neglecl  a regu- 
“ lation  fo  eafy  and  falutary,  as  well  as  perfons  giving  falfe  ftatements  of  the 
“ inmates  of  their  houfes,  muft,  in  the  prefent  crifis,  abide  the  confequences 
“ of  fuch  negledl.” 

Thefe  meafures  of  government  fo  far  appeafed  the  turbulency  of  the  in- 
furgents,  and  tranquillized  the  metropolis,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  met 
amidft  the  furrounding  din  of  arms,  and  uninterruptedly  v^ent  through  the 
bufmels  of  the  day.  Lord  Caftlereagh  prefented  to  them  a meflage  from  the 
lord  lieutenant,  that  he  thought  it  his  indifpenfable  duty,  with  the  advice 
of  the  privy  council,  under  the  prefent  circuraftances  of  the  kingdom,  to 
ilfue  a proclamation,*  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 


* The  following  is  the  form  of  that  proclamation. 

“ By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland — A Proclamation. 

“ CAMDEN. 

“ HIS  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  privy 
" council,  has  iflued  orders  to  all  the  general  officers,  commanding  his  majefty’s  forces,  to  puniffi 
“ all  perfons  afting,  aiding,  or  in  any  manner  affifting  in  the  rebellion,  which  now  exifts,  within 
“ this  kingdom,  and  has  broken  out  in  the  moft  daring  and  violent  attacks  upon  his  majefty’s 
“ forces,  according  to  martial  law,  either  by  death  or  otherwife,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  expedient, 
“ for  the  punifliment  and  fuppreffion  of  all  rebels  in  tlieir  feveral  diftrifts,  of  which  all  his  majefty’s 
fubjefts  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Dublin,  the  24th  day  of  May,  1 798. 


“ W.  Armagh, 

Ely, 

J.  Beresford, 

“ Clai¥,  C. 

Dillon, 

J.  Parnell, 

“ Charles  Cafliell, 

Perry, 

H.  Cavendiffi, 

“ W.  Tuara, 

O’NeUl, 

J.  Blaquiere, 

“ Waterford, 

Carleton, 

H.  Langrilhe, 

Drogheda, 

Caftlereagh, 

Theo.  Jones, 

“ Ormond  andOffbry, 

H.  Meath, 

Jof.  Cooper, 

“ Weftmeath, 

G.  L.  Kildare, 

D.  Latouche, 

" Shannon, 

Mulkerry, 

J.  Monck  iMafon, 

“ Bellamont, 

Glintworth, 

Arthur  Wolfe, 

Koden, 
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Commons,  to  whom  he  remarked,  the  time  for  fpeaking  was  now  gone  by, 
and  that  period  at  laft  come,  when  deeds  and  not  words  were  to  ihew  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  members  of  that  houfe,  and  of  every  man  who  truly  valued  the 
conftitution  of  the  land,  or  widied  to  maintain  the  laws,  and  protect  the 
lives  and  properties  of  his  raajefty’s  fubje6ts.  Every  thing  which  courage, 
honor,  fortune,  could  olfcr  in  the  common  caufe,  was  now  called  for.  The 
rebels  had  openly  thrown  off  the  mafk,  and  avowed  themfelves  in  open  arms;  v 
and  notwithftanding  their  numbers  and  defperation,  he  found  no  reafon  to 
tremble  for  the  iffiie  of  the  contefl,  but  expected  that  in  a few  days  it  would 
be  decided,  to  their  utter  discomfiture  and  deftruftion. 

Afterwards  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  rofe  and  faid,  that  the  events 
Avhich  had  fo  recently  occurred  had  fully  proved  the  meafures  taken  by  go- 
vernment were  right,  and  fully  juftified  the  houfe  in  the  fupport  which  it 
had  already  given  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  promptitude  to  his  excellency  on 
the  occafion.  He  then  moved  the  following  refolution  : “ That  an  humble 
“ addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  to  exprefs  our 
“ cordial  acknowledgment  for  the  mefl'age  fent  this  day  by  his  excellency 
“ to  the  houfe.  We  entirely  approve  the  decifive  meafure  his  excellency  has 
“ taken  by  the  advice  of  the  privy  council,  however  we  may  lament  its  ne- 
“ ceffity.  We  renew  our  engagement  of  fupport,  we  refleft  on  the  general 
“ firmnefs  and  vigor  which  are  manifefted,  we  feel  the  fulleft  affurance,  that 
“ the  rebellion  will  be  fpeedily  cruflied.” 

» Colonel  iMaxwell  rofe  to  exprefs  his  hearty  aflent  to  the  addrefs,  and  to 
fecond  the  motion.  He  fmcerely  gave  great  credit  to  the  government  for 
the  meafures  they  had  adopted  through  the  Avhole  of  that  bufmefs.  He  ob- 
ferved,  the  rebels  were  now  in  open  arms  againft  his  majefty’s  forces,  and 
againft  them  the  proclamation  of  that  day  was  direded.  The  principal  fo- 
menters  and  leaders  of  the  rebellion  were  in  prifon,  and  as  the  obje6l  of  veft- 
ing  confidentially  an  abfolute  authority  in  the  executive,  was  for  the  purpofe 
of  crufhing  rebellion  as  fpeedily  as  pollible,  and  infuring  the  fecurity  of  the 
ftate,  he  would  fubmit  to  the  A\'ifdom  of  the  houfe,  whether  it  v'ould  not  be 
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John  Fofter,  Lodge  Morres. 
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right  and  necelfaiy,  that  military  executions  fhould  have  retrofpe6i;  to  thofe 
perfons  that  were  then  confined,  and  that  they  fhould  be  difpofed  of  as  ex- 
peditioufly  as  poffible,  in  order  that  the  rebels,  wdio  looked  up  to  them  as 
leaders,  might  no  longer  derive  any  encouragement  from  the  expe6lation  of 
refcuing  them  at  a future  day  from  their  capti^'ity. 

Lord  Caftlereagli  moft  earneftly  befought  gentlemen,  that  they  would  not 
fuffer  the  zeal  and  warmth  of  tlieir  feelings  on  this  occafion  to  run  away  with 
their  good  fenfe ; that  they  would  not  proceed  to  that  Avhich  would  be  un- 
confiitutional  indeed ; but  above  all,  he  conjured  them  not  to  prefs  a mea- 
fure  upon  his  excellency,  which  muft  brand  his  adminiftration  with  the  im- 
putation of  cruelty,  and  fink  it  to  the  fame  degraded  and  fanguinary  level 
with  that  government,  which  fought  to  deftroy  thehappiefl;  conftitution.  For 
Heaven’s  fake,  let  not  gentlemen  prefs  a general  and  indifcriminating  fyftem 
of  unneceffary  veng-eance,  nor  call  upon  his  excellency  to  violate  the  great 
duty  of  the  executive,  that  of  adminiftering  juflice  in  mercy.  He  mofl  ear- 
neftly conjured  them  not  to  think  of  clogging  the  addrefs  by  any  fuch 
amendment  as  that  fuggefted,  nor  in  their  laudable  zeal  for  the  repreflion  of 
rebellion  to  clofe  the  door  of  mercy  againft  the  deluded  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land, difpofed  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  whom  the  ftate  was  anxious 
once  more  to  embrace  in  its  parental  arms.. 

The  queftion  being  put,  ^vas  carried  nem.  con.  and  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
Caftlereagli,  ordered  to  be  prefented  as  expeditioufiy  as  polTible  to  his  excel- 
lency, by  fuch  members  as  were  of  his  majefiy’s  privy  council. 

The  houfe  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Caftlereagli  adjoiuned  to  that  day 
fe’nnight. 

The  rigorous  vigilance  of  government  within  the  capital  kept  fuch  of  the 
Gonfpirators  from  rifing,  who  remained  in  the  city  for  the  purpofes  of  internal 
infurre61ion  : but  the  feizure  of  fo  many  of  their  leaders  prevented  any  con- 
cert or  command,  and  confequently  elfeft  in  their  movements.  The  country 
was  in  the  mean  time  befet  in  every  dire61ion  for  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
around  with  different  corps  of  this  undifciplined  and  ferocious  rabble,  act- 
ing for  the  moft  part  half  armed,  and  without  plan  or  command.  They 
generally  aivaited  the  fignal,  which  they  expefted,  of  the  caftle,  the  barracks, 
and  the  vdiole  city  of  Dublin,  being  in  their  poffeffion.  It  Av^as  a moft  me- 
lancholy proof  of  the  progrefs  of  rebellion,  that  every  perfon  almoft  without 
diftindion,  in  and  about  Dublin,  whofe  fituation  in  life  put  him  him  in  the 
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oecafion  of  retaining-  any  number  of  men  either  as  fervants,  artificers,  work- 
men, or  labourers,  was  fuddenly  left  and  abandoned  by  thofe  perfons  attend- 
ing their  refpedtive  pofts  for  the  general  rifing.  Thefe  are  awful  leflbns  of 
the  powerful  force  of  fecret  combinations,  in  a people  linked  together  at  firft 
upon  fail  principles,  cemented  by  a common  caufe  of  unqueftionable  grie- 
vance, at  lafi:  goaded  into  revenge  and  defpair  by  cruelty.  The  determined 
fecrefy,  and  filence,  and  energy,  and  confidence,  and  boldnefs  of  fome  hun- 
dred thoufands  of  every  defcription,  moftly  in  the  loweft  orders  of  fociety, 
fill  the  mind  with  the  moft  alarming  gloom,  that  the  roots  of  fuch  an  inve- 
terate hold  of  the  pafiions  may  be  ftill  gaining  firength  in  the  ground,  above 
which  they  have  for  a feafon  ceafed  to  fend  forth  any  llioots.  Future  pre- 
vention and  remedy  muft  be  radical,  if  unfortunately  again  thefe  evils  fhould 
return.  The  pruning  knife  in  lopping  off  a fingle  twig  gives  germination  to 
a little  foreft.  This  cautious  referve  or  malignant  check  upon  the  paffions 
of  a ferocious  multitude,  whilft  it  fills  the  mind  with  dread,  loudly  acquits 
the  body  of  the  bafe  charge  of  fyftematic  aflaffination.  Had  fuch  been  their 
defign,  the  iuhniffion  into  families  muft  have  been  their  firft  objedl : and  yet 
it  is  lamentably  true,  thatfcarcely  was  there  a family  of  confequence  through- 
out the  nation,  in  which  feveral  fworn  members  of  the  union  were  not  to  be 
found.  War  having  now  been  openly  commenced  by  the  rebels,  government 
proceeded  to  the  ftrongeft  meafures  of  coercion.  Although  by  no  public 
official  adl  were  the  picketings,  ftranglings,  floggings,  and  torturings  to  ex- 
tort confeffions,  jiiftified  or  fandtioned,  yet  it  is  univerfally  known,  that  un- 
der the  very  eye  of  government,  and  with  more  than  their  tacit  permiffion, 
were  thefe  outrages  pradfifed,  in  defiance  of  the  conftitution  as  admitted  by 
all,  in  defiance  of  humanity  and  policy  as  maintained  by  moft  men.  In 
mentioning  the  Irifli  government,  it  is  not  meant,  that  this  fyftem  proceeded 
from  its  chief  governor ; it  Avas  boafted  to  have  been  extorted  from  him. 
And  to  this  hour  it  is  not  only  defended  and  juftified,  but  panegyrized  by 
the  advocates  and  creatures  of  tlie  infuriate  drivers  of  that  fyftem  of  ter- 
ror ifm. 

So  far  from  there  being  any  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  any  fuch  pradtices 
a fliort  time  previous  to  and  during  the  rebellion,  that  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave 
has,  in  an  additional  appendix  to  his  memoirs  of  the  different  rebellions  in 
Ireland,  given  to  the  public  his  obfervations  upon  Avhippingand  free  quarters. 
He  admits  indeed,  that  whofoever  confiders  it  abftradtedly,  muft  of  courfe 
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condemn  it  as  obvioiifly  repugnant  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  the  benign  prin- 
ciples of  our  conftitution,  and  thofe  of  juftice  and  humanity  ; but  he  was 
convinced,  that  fuch  perfons  as  difpaffionately  confidered  flie  exifting  cir- 
cumftances,  and  the  prelfure  of  the  occafion  under  Avhich  it  was  adopted, 
would  readily  admit  them  to  be,  if  notan  excufe,  at  leaft  an  ample  extenua- 
tion of  that  pradice.  “ Suppofe,”  fays  he,  “ the  fulleft  information  could 
“ have  been  obtained  of  the  guilt  of  every  individual,  it  would  have  been 
“ impraclicable  to  arreft  and  commit  the  multitude.  Some  men  of  difeern- 
“ inent  and  fortitude  perceived,  that  fome  new  expedient  muft  be  adopted 
“ to  prevent  the  fubverfion  of  government,  and  the  deftru6lion  of  fociety ; 
“ and  whipping  was  reforted  to. 

“ As  to  the  violation  of  the  forms  of  the  law  by  this  pradice,  it  fliould  be 
“ recolleded,  the  law  of  nature,  which  fuggefted  the  neceffity  of  it,  fuper- 
fedes  all  pofitive  inftitutions,  as  it  is  imprinted  on  the  heart  of  man  for  the 
“ prefervation  of  his  creatures,  as  it  fpeaks  llrongly  and  inftinftively,  and  as 
“ its  end  will  be  baffled  by  the  flownefs  of  deliberation. 

“ When  the  fword  of  civil  v'ar  is  drawn,  the  laws  are  filent.  As  to  the 
“ violation  of  humanity,  it  fliould  be  recolle6ted,  that  nothing  could  exceed 
“ the  cruelty  of  this  banditti ; that  their  objeft  was  the  extirpation  of  tire 
“ loyalifts ; that  of  the  vdiippers,  the  prefervation  of  the  community  at  large. 
“ This  pradtice  was  never  fan6tioned  by  government,  as  they,  on  the  con- 
trary,  ufed  their  iitmoft  exertions  to  prevent  it;  and  the  evidence  extorted 
from  the  perfon  whipped  never  was  ufed  to  convi6l  any  perfon,  and  v'as 
“ employed  for  no  other  perfon  but  to  difeover  concealed  arms,  and  to  de- 
feat  the  deleterious  fchemes  of  the  traitors.  Free  quarter  was  confined 
“ merely  to  the  province  of  Leinfter. 

“ When  government  were  poffelfed  of  the  evidence,  that  the  inhabitants 
“ of  a village  or  a town,  wdio  had  taken  the  ufual  oaths  to  lull  and  deceive 
“ the  magifirates,  were  poffeffed  of  concealed  arms,  and  meditated  an  infur- 
re6tion  and  malfacre,  they  fent  amongft  them  a certain  number  of  troops, 
“ whom  they  were  obliged  to  maintain  by  contributions  levied  on  them- 
‘‘  felves.  This  took  place  a few  days  before  the  rebellion  broke  out. 

“ It  has  been  univeifally  allowed,  that  the  military  feverities  pradlifed  in 
the  county  of  Kildare  occafioned  a premature  explofion  of  the  plot,  which 
“ the  directory  intended  to  have  deferred,  till  the  French  eftecled  a landing ; 
“ and  one  of  them,  IMr.  Emmet,  declared,  in  his  evidence  upon  oath,  be- 
fore 
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“ fore  the  fecret  committee  of  the  lords,  tliat,  but  for  the  falutary  efFe61s 
“ of  thofe  military  feverities,  there  would  have  been  a very  general  and  for- 
“ midable  infurre61;ion  in  every  part  of  the  country:” 

This  warm  advocate  for  the  torture  has  not  with  his  ufual  minutenefs  fa- 
voured his  reader  with  any  inftances  of  innocent  perfons  having  undergone 
this  fevere  trial  from  wanton  fufpicion,  perfonal  revenge,  or  malevolent  cru- 
elty. Yet  many  Rich  there  were;  as  muft  neceffarily  be  the  cafe,  where  the 
very  caft  of  a countenance  that  difpleafed  a corporal  or  common  yeoman 
fufficed  to  fubjeft  the  unfortunate  paffenger  to  this  military  ordeal.  No  man 
can  give  credit  to  the  affertion,  that  government  iifed  their  utmojl  eu’er- 
tions  to  prevent  it,  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  Rate  of  Ireland  at  that  dif- 
aftrous  period.  In  Beresford’s  Riding  Houfe,  Sandy’s  Prevot,  the  Old  Cuf- 
tom  Houfe,  the  Royal  Exchange,  fome  of  the  barracks,  and  other  places  in 
Dublin,  there  were  daily,  hourly  notorious  exhibitions  of  thefe  torturings,  as 
there  alfo  were  in  almoft  every  town,  village,  or  hamlet  thrcughout  the  king- 
dom, in  which  troops  were  quartered.* 

Many  attacks  were  made  by  the  rebels  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  rebellion 
(the  24th  of  May),  generally  with  ill  fuccefs ; the  chief  of  which  AV'cre  thofe 
of  Carlow,  Hacketftown,  and  Monaftereven.  There  were  alfo  feveral  Ikir- 
mifhes  near  Rathfarnham,  Tallagh,  Lucan,  Lulke,  Dunboyne,  Barretftown, 
Collon,  and  Baltinglafs.  At  Dunboyne  and  Barretftown  the  infurgents  are 
allowed  to  have  had  the  advantage.  But  in  all  the  other  rencontres,  though 
greatly  fuperior  in  numbers,  they  were  eafily  defeated  with  incredible  lofs  of 
their  men. 

The  non-arrival  of  the  mail  coach  at  the  ufual  hour  of  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  at  Carlow,was  to  be  the  fignal  for  rifing  there  and  in  its  vicinity.  This 
town  lies  about  forty  miles  fouth-weft  of  Dublin.  Of  the  intended  attack, 
the  garrifon  was  apprifed  by  an  intercepted  letter,  and  from  Lieutenant  Roe, 
of  the  North  Cork  militia,  who  had  obferved  the  peafants  alfembling  in  the 
vicinity  late  in  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  IMay.  The  garrifon  confifted  in 
the  whole  of  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ma- 
hon, of  the  ninth  dragoons,  and  they  were  very  judicioufly  pofted  for  the 

* It  is  too  large  a credit  to  be  allowed  to  this  author’s  affertion,  that  the  evidence  extorted  from 
the  i)erlonwhipp‘  (l  never  was  ufed  to  convict  any  perj'on.  If  the  fecurity  of  the  monarch  be  to  be 
found  in  the  affeftionate  hearts  of  his  people,  it  is  matter  of  important  conlideration  how  far  thefe 
praftices  tended  more  to  unite  or  feparate  the  two  kingdoms. 
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reception  of  the  all’ailants.  A body,  perhaps  amounting  to  athoufand.  or  fif- 
teen hundred,  liaving  afl’embled  before  the  lioufe  of  Sir  Edward  Crolbie,  a mile 
and  a half  diftantfrom  CaiioM%  marched  into  the  town  at  two  o’clock  in  tlie 
morning  on  the  25th  of  May,  in  a very  unguarded  and  tumultuary  manner, 
ihouting  as  they  rufhed  into  Tullow  Street,  with  vain  confidence,  that  the 
town  was  their  own,  they  received  fo  deftrudlive  a fire  from  the  garrifon, 
that  they  recoiled  and  endeavoured  to  retreat;  but  finding  their  flight  inter- 
cepted,  numbers  took  refuge  in  the  houfes,  which  were  immediately  fired  by 
the  foldiery.  About  eighty  houfes,  with  fome  hundred  men,  were  confumed 
in  this  conflagration.  As  about  half  this  column  of  afl’ailants  had  arrived 
within  the  town,  and  few  efcaj>ed  from  that  fituation,  their  lofs  can  hardly  be 
eftimated  at  lefs  than  four  hundred;  M'hile  not  a man  was  even  wounded  on 
the  fide  of  die  loyaiifis. 

After  the  defeat,  executions  commenced  here,  as  they  did  elfewhere  in  this 
calamitous  period,  and  about  two  hundred  in  a Ihort  time  were  hanged  or 
fiiot,  according  to  martial  law.  Among  the  earlieft  victims  was  Sir  Edward 
Crofbie,  before  whofe  houfe  the  rebel  column  had  aflembled,  but  who  certainly 
had  not  accompanied  them  in  their  march  ; he  was  condemned  and  fliot  as 
an  United  Irifimian  ; his  friends  affirm,  with  apparent  truth,  that  he  fell  a fa- 
crifice  to  the  confufion,  which  neceffarily  attends  a trial  by  military  law,  in 
the  rage  of  a rebellion,  and  that  his  innocence  would  have  been  manifefted, 
if  certain  circumftances  had  been  made  public,  which  were  fuppreffed  from 
delicacy  to  adminiftration,  then  fuppofed  to  be  dangeroufly  fituated.*  It 
is  reported,  that  Sir  Edward  Crofbie  had  no  further  conne6tion  with  the  re- 

* Sometimes  apparently  trifling  incidents  difclofe  points  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  flate. 
Mr.  Elliot,  going  from  Carlow,  after  the  repulle  of  the  rebels,  to  vifit  his  houfe,  three  miles  from 
the  town,  faw  a group  of  peafants,  his  neighbours,  aflembled  in  the  road  at  the  end  of  his  avenue, 
■whom  he  fuppofed  to  have  met  for  the  mutual  enquiries  about  the  news.  He  was  advancing  with- 
out apprehenfion  of  danger,  when  obferving  two  guns  levelled  at  him,  he  galloped  off,  and  fortu- 
nately efeaped  both  fliots.  Hearing  a fliout  from  them,  with  a declaration  tliat  he  might  come  to 
them  with  confidence  of  fafety,  he  returned,  and  called  to  them  to  meet  him  without  arms.  Find- 
ing that  they  declined  this  proof  of  pacific  intention,  he  again  galloped  away,  and  efeaped  fome 
more  (hots.  When  he  returned  foon  after  with  a body  of  yeomanry,  the  peafants,  expecting  no 
mercy,  fled  to  places  of  concealment  5 but  perceiving  that,  quite  contrary  to  their  expedtations, 
their  cabins  were  not  burned,  nor  any  fevere  punifliment  intended,  they  returned  to  their  occupa- 
tions, and  remained  perfedtly  quiet.  A contrary  conduft  in  this  gentleman  would  have  fent  thofe 
and  others  to  augment  the  rebel  forces. 
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bels,  than  that  they  exercifecl  on  a lawn  before  the  houfe,  which  of  courfe 
Sir  Edward  could  not  prevent. 

In  the  attack  upon  Slane,  a mere  handful  of  troops  about  feventeen  yeo- 
men and  forty  of  the  Armagh  militia,  although  furprized  in  the  houfes  on 
which  they  were  billetted,  fought  their  v'ay  feparately  to  their  rallying  poft, 
and  then  made  fo  vigorous  a ftand,  that  fome  hundreds  of  the  rebels  were 
with  confiderable  flaughter  repulfed,  and  put  to  a moft  daftardly  flight.  Se- 
veral of  the  alfailants  of  this  fmall  town  appeared  drelfed  in  the  uniforms  of 
the  Cork  militia  and  Ancient  Britons ; vdiich  appearance,  in  this  and  feveral 
other  inftances,  proved  a fatal  deceit  to  the  king’s  troops.  They  were  the 
fpoils  taken  at  Profperous ; at  which  place  the  fuccefs  of  tlie  rebels,  amongfl; 
other  caufes,  was  owing  to  their  hav  ing  been  headed  or  led  on  to  the  attack 
by  an  officer  ; as  their  defeats  in  moft  other  places,  with  immenfe  fuperiority 
of  numbers,  were  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  fome  intelligent  perfon  to 
controul  and  diredl  them.  Their  difeomfitures  in  general  were  not  the  effedt 
of  fear  or  cowardice,  but  of  want  of  difeipline  and  organization.  The  unfor- 
tunate Dr.  Efmond,  a Roman  Catholic  gentleman  of  good  family,  independent 
fortune,  and  uncommon  accomplifliments,  had  drank  fo  deeply  of  the  in- 
toxicating poifon  of  this  rebellious  union,  that  in  him  it  had  extinguiflred 
all  religious  and  moral  redtitude,  fo  that  to  the  high  crime  of  treafon  he 
fuperadded  the  turpitude  of  the  rankeft  duplicity  and  deceit.  He  was  lieu- 
enant  of  the  Clane  cavalry  commanded  by  Captain  Griffiths,  and  on  the 
23d  of  May  fpent  fome  hours  over  the  bottle  with  Captain  Swayne  of  the 
North  Cork  militia,  who  commanded  at  Profperous.  They  parted  but  a 
very  fliort  time  before  Efmond  fet  out  for  his  traitorous  attack  upon  Prof- 
perous : he  had  feduced  feveral  of  the  corps  to  attend  him  on  that  fatal  oc- 
cafion. 

After  the  repulfe  of  the  rebels  at  Clane,  Captain  Griffiths  had  orders  to 
march  with  his  corps  to  Naas ; but  at  the  moment  before  he  fet  out  he  re- 
ceived from  one  of  his  corps  (named  Mite),  who  had  been  mining  the  pre- 
ceding night,  a letter  informing  him  of  the  condudl  of  Efmond,  who,  he  faid, 
had  commanded  at  the  attack  of  Profperous ; and  that  he  (iMite)  had 
accompanied  him  to  the  entrance  of  that  town,  and  then  made  his  efcape. 
He  had  fcarcely  received  the  letter  when  Efmond  appeared  and  joined  the 
troop,  with  his  hair  drelfed,  his  boots  and  breeches  quite  clean,  and  fully 
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accoutred.  The  captain  prudently  fuppreffed  his  indignant  emotions  till  he 
arrived  at  Naas. 

As  the  rebellion  may  be  properly  faid  to  have  broken  out  at  Naas,  it  will 
be  proper,  to  be  more  particular  in  the  detail  of  that  tranfa6lion,  than  of 
others,  in  order  to  put  the  reader  into  the  fair  pofTeffion  of  the  fpirit,  principles, 
and  condudt,  upon  which  the  rebellion  was  begun  and  refifted,  and  how  far 
they  effefted  the  progrefs  of  that  dreadful  warfare.  It  is  to  be  prefumed, 
as  the  rebels  were  uniform  in  their  mode  of  attack  on  this  firft  day,  that  the 
horrid  plan  had  been  long  preconcerted  by  thofe,  who  at  a diftance  from  the 
place  of  execution,  had  ilfued  their  inhuman  mandates  to  imbrue  their  coun- 
try in  blood  and  {laughter.  The  chief  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Naas  were 
flrongly  difaffeded,  or  the  intended  attack  would  have  been  otherwife  com- 
municated to  Lord  Gosford,  who  commanded  three  hundred  of  the  Armagh 
militia  in  the  town,  than  by  the  anonymous  letters  before  mentioned.  For 
numerous  rebels  were  concealed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in  houfes 
and  gardens  of  the  town ; fo  that  on  the  firft  onfet  the  ftreets  were  fuddenly 
filled  by  their  rufliing  out  of  the  front  doors  of  the  houfes,  in  or  behind 
which  they  had  lain  concealed.  The  alarm  was  given  by  a violent  and  bar- 
barous lliout,  that  the  town  was  their  own.  Several  fliots  were  inftantly  fired 
into  the  apartments  of  Lord  Gosford,  before  any  thing  elfe  was  attempted. 
It  was  afterwards  acknowledged  by  prifoners,  and  it  appeared  by  feveral 
written  orders  found  in  the  pockets  of  the  flain  and  wounded,  that  their  or- 
ders were  to  put  to  death  without  quarter  every  officer,  regular  lifts  of  whom 
were  written  upon  thefe  papers  ; then  to  difarm  fuch  of  the  foldiery  as  would 
not  inftantly  join  them,  and  referve  them  for  further  deliberation,  prefuming 
it  is  to  be  imagined,  that  their  expected  fuccefs  and  cooler  refle6tion  would 
bring  them  over  to  their  caufe.  The  favage  attempt  to  carry  thefe  fangui- 
nary  orders  into  execution,  although  it  providentially  failed  at  Naas,  too  fa- 
tally fucceeded  at  Profperous  and  elfewhere,  from  want  of  timely  information 
of  the  intent  of  the  rebels.  In  the  general  confufion,  government  had  negle6t- 
ed  to  fend  to  the  different  pofts  (for  they  knew  of  each  intended  attack) : this 
omiftion  was  the  caufe  of  much  blood  having  been  fpilled  on  the  fatal  night 
of  the  23d  of  May,  and  tended  to  render  the  conteft  more  ferocious  and 
cruel  on  both  fides.  Not  only  was  quarter  refufed  to  all  rebels,  who  had 
arms  in  their  hands,  but  many  others  were  put  to  death,  who  had  given  no 
fymptoms  of  difaffe6tion ; and  after  the  heat  of  battle  others  were  coolly  exe- 
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cuted  without  any  form  of  trial  whatever.*  To  the  thinking  nnnd  it  be- 
comes a matter  of  moft  awful  alarm,  that  fuch  fanguinary  plans  diould  have 
been  fo  long  kept  fecret  by  fuch  numbers  of  a promifcuous  multitude,  and 
that  fo  few  efficient  means  were  taken  to  eradicate  and  extinguifh,  that  de- 
termined fpirit  of  difaffe6tion,  fecrecy,  and  confpiracy,  with  which  there  i.s 
but  too  fatal  evidence,  they  were  once  poffelfed.  The  incorporate  union 

* The  truth  of  this  appears  from  the  cafe  of  Dr.  Efmond,  who  efcaped  in  this  inftance,  and  that  of 
Wallh  and  others,  who  fell  vidtims  to  thefe  deliberate  military  executions.  Lord  Gosford,  upon  the 
reprefentations  of  Captain  Griffith,  who  till  the  24th  of  May,  1798,  had  been  moft  grofly  deceived 
by  Dr.  Efraond’s  inftdious  condudt  and  falfe  appearances  of  loyalty,  confirmed  by  written  and  oral 
evidence  of  his  having  headed  the  fatal  attack  on  Profperous,  ordered  him  under  arreft  j whither 
fome  time  after  his  lordihip  went  with  Mr.  Burgh,  who  refided  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  Naas, 
and  was  like  moft  of  his  neighbours  in  habits  of  intimacy  and  friendihip  with  Dr.  Efmond,  whofe 
private  charadter  was  eminently  engaging,  to  queftion  him  as  to  the  charges  laid  againft  him.  Upon 
their  arrival.  Dr.  Efmond  accofted  Mr.  Burgh  with  great  affability,and  for  fome  minutes  obferved  a 
difdainful  referve  towards  Lord  Gosford.  He  then  rather  fternly  interrogated  his  lordfliip,  by  what 
authority  he  had  confined  him.  The  anfwer  was,  that  having  received  fuch  ferious  charges  from 
fo  refpedable  a quarter,  as  the  commanding  officer  then  at  Naas,  he  was  called  upon  by  his  duty 
to  a6t  as  he  had  done : at  which  Dr.  Efmond,  fnapping  his  fingers,  replied  with  affeded  indif- 
ference, that  if  any  one  refpedable  man  of  the  county  could  fupport  the  charge,  he  was  ready  that 
hour  to  mount  the  fcafibld.  The  arrival  in  the  mean  time  of  Generals  Dundas  and  Wilford  with 
the  forces  under  their  command,  difembarrafted  Lord  Gosford  of  any  further  refponfibility.  Ge- 
neral Dundas  made  fome  enquiries  about  Dr.  Efmond  of  fome  officers  and  gentlemen  of  the  coun- 
try, and  upon  the  ftrength  of  their  opinions  had  inftantly  given  orders  for  his  execution  within  half  an 
hour.  Fifty  men  and  an  officer  were  adually  under  thefe  orders  at  the  door  of  the  apartment  where 
he  was  confined,  when  Lord  Gosford  and  Mr.  Burgh  were  with  him.  Lord  Gosford,  who  though 
he  had  found  it  his  duty  to  put  Dr,  Efmond  under  arreft,  never  conceived  the  idea  of  his  being  exe- 
cuted without  a trial,  undertook  to  take  with  him  to  General  Dundas  the  officer  (by  name  Robin- 
fon)  who  had  received  the  order  to  fee  to  the  execution  of  Dr.  Efmond.  His  lordihip  fubmitted  to 
the  General  the  propriety  of  not  proceeding  to  thofe  lengths  without  putting  the  prifoner  on  his  trial : 
that  it  w'ould  otherwife  be  direft  murder  : to  which  the  General  readily  afl'ented,  but  feared  it  was 
too  late,  and  that  his  firft  hafty  commands  had  been  obeyed.  Upon  alfurance  to  the  contrary,  they 
were  inftantly  countermanded,  and  Dr.  Efmond  was  fent  up  to  Dublin  under  an  cfcort  in  Lord 
Gosford’s  carriage,  where  under  a fair  trial  he  met  the  fate,  which  his  aggravated  guilt  deferved.  On 
the  next  morning,  upon  Lord  Gosford’s  attending  General  Dundas  for  orders,  he  was  alked  whe- 
ther the  perfons,  who  were  then  hanging  in  the  fight  of  the  general’s  window,  had  been  executed 
by  his  lordffiip’s  orders.  Lord  Gosford  obferved,  that  his  command  having  ceafed  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  general,  he  had  given  no  order,  and  knew  nothing  about  the  execution.  General  Dundas 
obferved,  that  it  had  been  very  regirlarly  and  coolly  done,  for  he  had  with  his  glafs  been  watching 
tlie  whole  progrefs.  No  further  notice  was  taken  of  the  affair. 
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of  the  two  countries  affords  the  ready  and  fure  means : but  the  non-appli- 
cation of  them  may  be  irretrievably  fatal  to  the  Britifh  empire. 

On  the  very  day,  on  which  the  unfortunate  Efmond  v as  difgracing  the 
caufe  of  his  king,  country,  and  religion,  the  chief  of  the  Catholics  in  and 
about  Dublin,*  Arere  exerting  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  affert  the  unfhaken 
loyalty  of  themfelves  and  the  refpe6table  part  of  their  body,  againft  the 
malevolent  attempts  of  their  enemies  to  affix  the  guilt  of  rebellion  upon  the 
Avhole  Catholic  body,  and  to  render  the  prefent  difaftrous  conteft  the  more 
bloody  and  ferocious  by  throAving  in  the  deadly  A'enom  of  religious  acri- 
mony. 

In  the  raging  violence  of  open  hoftilities  betAveen  a poAverful  army  and  an 
incenfed,  licentious,  and  A’indidlive  populace,  Avithout  difcipline  or  command, 
many  of  them  unprovided  Avith  arms,  and  more  unaccuftomed  to  ufe  them,  it 
Avas  to  be  expe6ted,  that  every  latent  fpark  of  diffidence,  animolity,  or  ha- 
tred fhould  be  mutually  bloAvn  into  a flame,  and  rendered  as  malevolently 
adiv’e  againft  the  adverfe  party  as  the  vindictiA'e  ingenuity  of  depraA^ed  fero- 
city could  devife.  The  original  founders,  the  chief  promoters  and  conduc- 
tors of  the  rebellious  union  Avere  all  Proteftants  (except  Efmond,  IVPNevin, 
and  fome  fcAv  others)  but  the  great  mafs  of  the  unfortunate  and  Acretched 
peafants,  Avho  had  been  feduced  or  goaded  into  infurgency,  undoubtedly 
Avere  moftly  Roman  Catholics.  There  Avere  fome  corps  of  Catholic  yeo- 
manry, as  Lord  Fingal's  ; there  were  feveral  Catholics  in  fome  of  the  Protef- 
tant  corps  of  yeomen ; moft  of  the  Irifli  militia-men  were  Catholic,  but  the 
reft  of  the  army  Avere  to  a man  Proteftant.  Unfortunately  the  virulency  of 
the  conteft  Avas  fliarpencd  by  the  infulion  of  all  the  embittered  rancour  and 
opprobrium  refpefliA’ely  attached  to  the  terms  Papiji  and  Heretic.  Thefe 
antiquated  flambeaux  of  religious  bigottry  Avere  lighted  up  ancAV  by  both 

* On  the  of  May  the  following  notice  was  given  in  the  Dublin  Journal  and  other  papers. 
" Roman  Catholics.  iVn  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  intended  to  be  immediately  prefented,  and 
‘‘  containing  a declaration  of  political  principles  applicable  to  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  mo- 
" ment,  lies,  for  fignature,  at  Fitzpatrick’s,  bookfeller,  Ormond-quay;  at  the  Earl  of  Fingal’s, 
“ Great  George’s-ftreet,  Rutland’s-fquarej  Lord  Vifeount  Kenmare’s,  Great  George’s-ftreet ; Ma- 
“ lachy  Donelan’s,  Efq.  Mountjoy’s-fquare  j and  Counfellor  Bellew’s,  No.  6,  Upper  Gardiner’s- 
“ ftreet,  IVIountjoy’s-fquare.  All  fignatures  muft  be  given  in  on  or  before  Saturday  next,” 

Two  addrefles  to  the  lord  lieutenant  from  the  Roman  Catholics,  are  to  be  fecn  in  Appendix, 
No.  CX. 
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parties,  and  ufed  by  them  mutually  as  the  moft  deltiu6ti\'e  weapons  of  their 
warfare.  Without  alluding  to  any  jullification  or  even  palliation  for  treafon, 
it  falls  to  the  duty  of  the  faithful  annalift  to  detail  the  real  caufcs  of  that 
irritation,  which  on  either  fide  led  to  cruelties  and  outrages,  which  no  cir- 
cumftances  whatever  could  countenance  or  attenuate.  - No  nation  feels  more 
keenly  and  refents  more  highly  than  the  Irifli  the  fufferings  and  oppreffions 
of  their  anceftors  : none  fo  peiTonally  make  a common  caufe  with  them  ; be- 
caufe  none  hold  them  in  fo  much  refpect  and  veneration.  Their  own  fuffer- 
ings under  the  penal  code  for  a length  of  time,  and  the  recent  provocations 
which  they  had  received  from  the  pickctings,  whippings,  half  hangings, 
burnings,  ravilhings,  and  free-quarters  of  the  army,  all  operated  to  entlame 
the  Irilli  againft  thofe,  whom  they  in  their  nati\  e language  called  Safanagh, 
which*  meant  indifferently  Englilh  or  Proteftants,  and  to  Achich  idea  it  Avas 
lamentably  true,  that  recent  circumftances  prompted  them  to  annex  the  moft 
odious  and  fanguinary  epithets.  On  the  other  hand  every  fiction,  exagge- 
ration, and  obloquy  of  Popilli  fuperftition,  Popifli  malfacre,  and  Popidi 
cruelty,  perfidy,  and  inhumanity  Avere  eagerly  collected,  improved  upon,  and 
circulated  through  the  ranks  to  deaden  humanity  and  irritate  the  ferocity  of 
the  troops. 

The  misfortune  of  civil  Avar  and  rebellion  is,  that  Avhilft  the  loyalifts  com- 
mand the  fuperiority,  they  are  too  apt  to  folloAv  up  the  rigor  of  the  laAi',  Avith 
more  atrocity,  than  confideratenefs.  It  folloAvs  not,  that  bccaufe  the  law 

* The  anfw'er  of  Doctor  M'Nevin  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Cafliel  in  the  fecret  committee  of  the 
lords,  elucidates  and  confirms  this  Statement.  Mem.  p.  71- 

“ Archhijhop  of  Cajhel.  Can  you  account  for  the  mafl'acres  committed  upon  tlie  Protefiants  by 
" the  Papifts  in  the  county  of  AVexford  ? 

“ j\I‘Xei  in.  Aly  lord,  I am  far  from  being  the  apologift  of  mafl'acres,  however  provoked  : but 
“ if  I am  rightly  informed  as  to  the  conduct  of  tlie  magiftrates  of  that  county,  the  mafl'acres  you 
" allude  to  were  adts  of  retaliation  upon  enemies,  much  more  than  fanaticifm  : moreover,  my 
lord,  it  has  been  tlie  misfortune  of  tliis  country,  fcarcely  ever  to  have  knoAvn  the  Englilli  na- 
lives  or  fettlers,  otherwife  than  enemies  ; and  in  his  language  the  Irilh  peafant  has  but  one  name 
“ for  Protefiant  and  Englifhman,  and  confounds  tliemj  he  calls  both  by  the  name  of  Safanagh; 

his  converfation  therefore  is  lefs  againft  a religionift  than  againft  a foe,  his  prejudice  is  the  ef- 
" feft  of  the  ignorance  he  is  kept  in,  and  the  treatment  he  receives ; how  can  we  be  furprized  at 
it,  when  fo  much  pains  are  taken  to  brutalize  him  ? 

Lord  Chancellor.  I agree  with  Dodlor  M'Nevin  ; the  Irifti  peafant  confiders  the  two  words 
‘‘  as  fynonimous,  he  calls  Protefiant  and  Engliftiman,  indift'erently,  Safanagh.” 


may 


702 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


may  juftify  the  killing  of  a traitor  with  arms  in  his  hands,  that  it  is  wife  to 
carry  on  a war  ad  internecionem  without  quarter.  Retaliation  in  fuch  cafes 
muft  be  expected : and  nothing  fo  effe6tually  blunts  the  edge  of  cruelty  as 
retaliation.  It  is  a truth  beyond  queftion,  that  the  military  executions, 
Mdiich  generally  took  place  immediately  after  thefe  engagements  greatly  irri- 
tated, and  neccffiirily  therefore  increafed  the  ferocity  of  the  rebels.  The 
bulletins,  Avdiich  daily  announced  the  engagements  with  the  rebels,  feldom, 
if  ever,  reprefented  the  true  numbers  of  the  forces,  or  of  the  flain.  Thefe 
mifreprefentations  might  have  been  well  intended  to  infpire  the  loyalills  Avith 
confidence  in  themfelves  and  a contempt  of  the  enemy.  It  is  a ferious  evil, 
when  the  people  becomes  convinced  of  the  infinccrity  of  government.  On 
the  25th  of  May,  a letter  from  General  Dundas  to  Lord  Caftlereagh  Avas  pub- 
lilhed,  in  Avhich  it  Avas  afferted,  that  in  an  attack  made  upon  a very  large 
body  of  the  rebels  near  Kilcullen  Bridge,  130  of  the  rebels  Avere  flain,  and 
not  one  of  his  majefty’s  troops  Avas  either  killed  or  Avounded.  A like  account 
Avas  publiflied  from  HacketftoAvn,  received  at  the  caftle  from  the  Reverend 
James  M‘Ghee  on  the  fame  day.  In  confequence  of  an  information,  tiiat  a 
large  body  of  rebels  AA^ere  marching  to  attack  the  toAcn,  Lieutenant  Gardiner, 
with  men  under  his  command,  and  a party  of  yeomaniy^  commanded  by 
Captain  Hardy,  Avent  out  to  meet  them.  Having  reconnoitred  their  force, 
Avhich  amounted  to  betAveen  three  and  four  hundred,  they  took  poRon  the 
hill  under  the  church,  and  Avhen  the  rebels  came  tolerably  near,  the  officers 
and  men  made  a feint,  and  retreated  into  the  barracks.  The  rebels  feeing 
this,  came  on  Avith  a great  fhout,  imagining  the  day  to  be  their  OAvn.  In 
few  minutes  Captain  Hume  came  up  Avith  about  thirty  of  his  troop,  and 
inftantly  charged  them,  on  Avhich  the  rebels  retreated.  A general  purfuit 
took  place,  and  fo  complete  Avas  the  rout,  that  above  three  hundred  of  the 
mifcreants  then  lay  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  And  not  a man  (Mr.  Gardiner 
excepted,  and  one  foldier  who  received  a contufion  in  his  arm)  Avas  in  the 
leafl;  injured. 

Wherever  any  rebels  appeared  in  arms,  an  immediate  attack  and  general 
purfuit  ufually  enfued  : in  which  none  was  fpared.  The  armed  rebels  gene- 
rally efcaped,  and  the  daughter  fell  on  the  difarmed  multitude,  Avho  fled  from 
fear  and  conflernation.  On  the  26th  of  May,  feme  blood  was  really  fpilled 
■in  the  field  of  battle.  A body  of  about  4000  rebels  Avhich  had  taken  poll 
on  the  hill  of  Tarah  in  the  county  of  Meath,  Avas  attacked  by  about  400 
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loyalills  and  completely  routed,  with  the  flaughter  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
of  their  men,*  who  according  to  the  government  account  were  found  dead 
on  the  field  of  battle,  together  with  their  leader,  in  his  uniform ; but 
only  with  the  lofs  of  nine  killed  and  fixteen  -wmiinded  of  the  victorious 
party,  which  was  compofed  of  three  companies  of  the  regiment  of  Reay 
fencibles;  Lord  Fingars  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry;  thofe  of  Captain  Pref- 
ton  and  Lower  Kells ; and  Captain  Molloy’s  company  of  yeoman  infan- 
try. The  army  is  alfo  reported  to  have  taken  300  horfes,  and  all  the  am- 
munition, arms,  provifions,  and  baggage  of  the  rebels,  together  with  eight 
of  the  Reay  fencibles  whom  they,  had  taken  prifoners.  This  defeat  of  the 
rebels  at  Tarah  difconcerted  th^  defign  of  falling  upon  Trim  and  Naas,  and 
laying  open  the  communication  of  the  metropolis  with  the  northern  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  as  other  fuccefsful  movements  produced  the  like  eft'e6t  in  the 
weft. 

On  the  26th  of  the  month,  in  order  to  prevent  a rifingwithin  the  city,  the 
lord  mayor  of  Dublin  publifiied  in  the  newfpapers  and  hand  bills  the  follow- 
ing notice. 

“ A CAUTION 

“ Left  the  innocent  Jhould fuffer  for  tlie.  guilty. 

“ The  lord  mayor  requefishis  fellow  citizens  to  keep  within  their  houfes  as 
“ much  as  poflible  they  can,  fuitable  to  their  convenience,  after  fun-fet,  in 
“ this  time  of  peril,  as  the  ftreets  fiiould  be  kept  as  clear  as  poffible,  fliould 
“ any  tumult  or  rifing  to  fupport  rebellion  be  attempted,  in  order  that  the 

troops  and  artillery  may  a6t  with  full  effect  in  cafe  of  any  difturbance.” 

And  the  lord  lieutenant  in  an  official  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  the 
fame  day,  affured  his  grace,  that  the  city  of  Dublin  had  been  perfeftly  tran- 

* Mufg.  p.  297.  This  author  alfo  reports,  that  the  king’s  troops  would  have  remained  on  the 
field  all  night,  “ but  that  they  had  not  a fingle  cartridge  left  either  for  the  gun  or  the  fmall  arms.” 
The  inference  is  then  a moft  incredible  panic  in  the  rebels  to  flee  from  fuch  inferiority  of  numbers, 
being  ten  to  one,  w'hen  the  fire  upon  them  had  wholly  ceafed : to  abandon  their  arms  which  could 
not  have  much  encumbered  a flight,  made  without  purfuit,  and  to  leave  behind  them  their  horfes, 
which  mull  have  aided  their  efcape,  as  it  was  frequent  for  two  or  three  rebels  to  mount  one  horfe 
for  the  fake  of  celerity.  The  fame  author  informs  us  alfo,  that  the  rebels  “ made  three  defperate 
“ onfets,  and  in  the  laft  laid  hold  of  the  cannon.”  Thefe  accounts  will  be  marvellous  to  pollerity, 
when  ocular  evidence  will  exift  no  more.  Either  the  rebels  had  no  ammunition,  or  the  king’s 
troops  were  not,  according  to  this  author,  prevented  from  the  want  of  it  from  keeping  the  field. 
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([uil,  owing  to  the  precautions  whicli  had  been  talvcn.  It  was  impoflible  to 
delcribe,  in  terms  fufficiently  Itrong,  the  indefatigable  zeal,  patience,  and  fpirit, 
of  the  yeomanry  corps.  Too  much  praife  could  not  be  given  to  his  majefty’s  re- 
gular and  militia  forces ; and  the  latter  had  had  opportunities  of  evincing  their 
fteadinefs,  difcipline,  and  bravery,  M'hich  mull  give  the  higheft  fatisfaftion  to 
his  majefty,  and  infpire  the  heft  grounded  conlidence  in  their  exertion,  fliould 
they  have  a more  formidable  enemy  to  contend  with. 

The  fame  letter  alfo  ftated,  that  a party  of  the  rebels,  to  the  amount  of  feve- 
ral  hundreds,  were  attacked  by  a detachment  of  the  Antrim  militia,  a fmall 
party  of  cavalry,  and  Captain  Stratford’s  yeomanry;  and  llv  ' being  driven 
into  the  town  of  Baltinglas,  they  loft  about  150  men.  Aiid  that  on  the 
fame  morning  an  account  had  been  received  from  ]\Iajor  Hardy,  that  the  day 
before  a body  of  three  or  four  thoufand  had  colle^Ied  near  Dunlavin,  where 
they  were  entirely  defeated,  "with  the  lofs  of  500  men,  by  Lieutenant  Gard- 
ner, at  the  head  of  a detachment  of  the  Antrim  militia,  and  Captain  Hardy’s 
and  Captain  Hume’s  yeomanry.  That  Lieutenant  General  Craig  had  left 
Dublin,  in  the  hopes  of  meeting  the  body  of  rebels  which  had  colle6Ied  near 
Dunbo\me,  and  parties  were  fent  in  different  dire(51ions  to  fu; round  them. 
They,  however,  fled  in  the  night,  on  hearing  the  approach  of  the  troops. 
That  the  general  came  up,  Avith  a party  confifting  of  about  500,  fome  of 
whom  Avere  put  to  the  fword.  And  that  by  accounts  from  the  north,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  province  of  Ulfter  Avas  quiet. 

So  befet  Avcre  all  the  roads  and  communications  to  and  Avith  the  metropolis 
by  the  rebels,  that  it  had  the  appearance  of  a befieged  city.  The  mail 
coaches  had  ceafcd  to  run,  and  nothing  could  move  Avith  fafety  on  the  road 
Avithout  a ftrong  military  effort.*  It  Avould  be  painful  to  the  reader  to  Acade 
through  the  particular  inftances  of  outrage  and  barbarity  committed  during 
this  rebellion,  both  by  the  foldiery  and  the  infurgents,  in  burning,  plunder- 
ing, maiming,  torturing,  ravifliing,  and  murdering.  Thefe  barbarities  Avere 
praftifed  reciprocally:  and  it  is  alloAved  by  the  heft  informed  and  moft  impar- 
tial perfons,  that  infinitely  more  cold  blood  was  flied,  more  property  deftroyed, 

* The  author  of  the  Memoirs  (Mufg.  288)  gives  us  here  alfo  fome  more  incredible  inftances  of 
the  extreme  ftupidity  and  cowardiee  of  the  infurgents  : who  having  been  informed  of  the  intention 
of  fending  four  waggons  of  ammunition  to  Naas,  which  were  efcortedby  24  men  of  the  merchants 
corps,  permitted  them  to  proceed,  although  there  Avere  1400  rebels  in  the  woods  ready  to  cut 
them  off. 
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more  lioufes  burned,  and  more  women  abufed*  by  the  troops,  than  by  the 
infurgents;  and  it  muft  be  noted,  that  whatever  glofs,  palliation,  or  jufti- 
fication  we  may  derive  from  the  law  to  throw  over  the  conduct  of  the  mili- 
tary, that  fame  laAV  would  work  but  faintly  upon  the  paffions  of  a lawlefs  mul- 
titude in  open  rebellion,  towards  the  prevention  of  retaliation.  Inter  arma 
Jilent  leges. 

Difeouraged  by  defeats,  fome  of  the  rebels  began  to  willi  for  leave  to  retire 
in  fafety  to  their  homes,  and  refume  their  peaceful  occupations.  Of  this  a 
remarkable  inftance  occurred  on  the  28th,  and  another  on  the  3]  ft  of  IMay : 
Lieut.  General  Dundas,  who  had,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  24  th,  defeated  a rebel 
force  near  Kilcullen,  and  relieved  that  little  town,  received  on  the  28th,  at 
his  quarters  at  Naas,  by  Thomas  Kelly,  Efq.  a magiftrate,  a metfage  from  a 
rebel  chief  named  Perkins,  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  about  2000  men, 
pofted  on  an  eminence  called  Knockawlwin-hill,  on  the  borders  of  the  Cur- 
ragh  of  Kildare,  a beautiful  plain,  ufed  as  a race-courfe,  twenty-two  miles 
fouth-weftward  of  the  metropolis.  The  purport  of  this  metfage  was,  that 
Perkins’  men  tliould  furrender  their  arms,  on  condition  of  their  being  per- 
mitted to  return  unmolelled  to  their  habitations,  and  of  the  liberation  of 
Perkins’  brother  from  the  jail  of  Naas.  The  general  having  fent  a metfenger 
for  advice  to  Dublin  Caftle,  and  received  permilTion,  alfented  to  the  teims, 
and  approaching  the  poft  of  Knockawlin  on  the  31  ft,  received  the  perfonal 
furrender  of  Perkins,  and  a few  of  his  alTociates,  the  reft  difperfmg  homeward 

* As  to  this  fpecies  of  outrage,  which  refts  not  in  proof,  it  is  univerfally  allowed  to  have  been 
exclulively  on  the  fide  of  the  militaiy  : it  produced  an  indignant  horror  in  the  counti^-^,  which  went 
beyond,  but  prevented  retaliation.  It  is  a charafterifiic  mark  of  the  Irifli  nation,  neither  to  forget 
nor  forgive  an  infult  or  injury  done  to  the  honor  of  their  female  relatives.  It  has  been  boafted  of  by 
officers  of  rank,  that  within  certain  large  diftrids  a woman  had  not  been  left  undefiled ; and  upon 
obfervation  in  anfwer,  that  the  fex  muft  then  have  been  very  complying,  the  reply  was,  that  the 
bayonet  removed  all  fqueamifhnefs.  A lady  of  fafliion,  having  in  converfation  been  queftioned  as 
to  this  difference  of  condud  towards  the  fex,  in  the  military  and  the  rebels,  attributed  it  in  difguft 
to  a want  of  gallantry  in  the  croppies.  By  thefe  general  remarks,  it  is  not  meant  to  wrify  or  juftify 
the  faying  of  a field  officer,  or  a lady  of  quality,  both  of  whom  could  be  named : but  merely  to  lliew 
the  prevalence  of  the  general  feelings  and  prepofleffions  at  that  time  upon  thefe  horrid  fubjeds  : and 
confequently  what  effeds  muft  naturally  have  flowed  from  them.  In  all  matters  of  irritation  and 
revenge,  it  is  the  convidion  tliat  the  injury  exifts  W'hich  produces  the  bad  effed.  Even  Sir 
Richard  Mufgrave  admits,  (p.  429)^ffiat  “ on  moft  occafions  tliey  did  not  •offer  any  violence  to  the 
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in  all  dire6lions  with  flioiits  of  joy,  and  leaving  thirteen  cart-loads  of  pikes 
behind. 

This  difpofition  to  furrender,  which  good  policy  would  have  encouraged 
among  the  infurgents,  was  blafted  three  days  after  by  military  ardor,  Avhich, 
when  it  eludes  the  falutary  reftraints  of  difcipline,  and  is  exerted  againft  an 
iinrefifting  object,  ceafes  to  be  laudable.  Major  General  Sir  James  DufFe, 
who  had  made  a rapid  march  from  Limerick  with  fix  hundred  men,  to  open 
the  communication  of  the  metropolis  Avith  that  quarter,  received  intelligence 
that  a large  body  of  men,  affembled  at  a place  called  Gibbet-rath,  on  the  Cur- 
ragh,  for  the  purpofe  of  fuiTender,  to  which  they  had  been  admitted  by  Ge- 
neral D Lindas.  Unfortunately,  as  the  troops  advanced  near  the  infurgents  to 
receive  their  furrendered  weapons,  one  of  the  latter  foolilhly  fwearing  that  he 
would  not  deliver  his  gun  otherwife  than  empty,  difcharged  it  Avith  the  muz- 
zle upAvards.  The  foldiers  inftantly  confidering  this  as  an  adl  of  hoftility, 
fired  on  the  unrefifting  multitude,  Avho  fled  Avith  the  utmoft  precipitation,  and 
were  purfued  Avith  flaughter  by  a company  of  fencible  cavalry,  denominated 
Lord  Jocelyn’s  fox  hunters.  Above  two  hundred  of  the  infurgents  fell  upon 
this  occafion  ; and  a far  greater  number  Av^ould  have  fliared  their  fate,  if  a 
retreat  had  not  been  founded  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  agreeably  to  the  in- 
ftru61ions  of  General  Dundas,  aaJio  had  fent  an  exprefs  from  his  quarters  at 
Kilcullen  to  prevent  fuch  an  accident.  In  the  public  prints,  this  body  of 
infurgents  is  alferted  to  have  aflembled  for  the  purpofe  of  battle,  and  to  have 
adtually  fired  on  the  troops;  but  the  truth  ought  to  be  related  without 
refpedt  of  perfons  or  party.  The  aflair  is  Avell  knoAvn  to  have  been  other- 
Avife,  and  the  rebels  Avere  croAvded  in  a place  neither  fit  for  defence  nor 
efcape,  a Avide  plain,  AV'ithout  hedge,  ditch,  or  bog,  quite  contrary  to  their 
conflantly  pradtifed  modes  of  warfare. 

This  eagernefs  of  the  foldiery  for  the  flaughter  of  unrefifting  rebels,  Avas 
often  fatal  to  the  loyalifts ; for  frequently  fome  of  the  latter  Avere  pnfoners 
with  the  former;  and  being  bound  among  them  by  the  troops,  Avere  not 
ahvays  diftinguilhed  from  them.  A remarkable  inftance,  in  the  march  of  this 
army,  Avas  on  the  point  of  having  taken  place  in  the  melancholy  catalogue 
Avhich  might  be  authentically  formed.  A Proteftant  clergyman  of  an  amiable 
characler,  IMr.  Williamfon,  of  Kildare,  Avho  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
infurgents,  and  been  faved  from  flaughter  by  the  humanity  of  a Roman  Ca- 
tholic prieft,  Avas,  as  having  been  fpared  by  the  rebels,  deemed  a rebel  by  the 
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foldiery,  who  were  proceeding  inftantly  to  hang  him,  when  they  were  in  a cri- 
tical moment  prevented,  by  the  interference  of  his  brother-in-law.  Colonel 
Sankey.* 

All  ineafures  during  fuch  an  infuriate  conteft,  v hether  in  the  field  or  in  the 
cabinet,  vill  ever  partake  of  the  violence,  with  v'hich  it  is  carried  forward. 
The  mifreprefentationt  of  this  (laughter  of  the  rebels,  after  they  had  furren- 

dered, 

* The  foregoing  impartial  account  is  taken  from  the  Rev.  James  Gordon’s  Hiftory  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, p.  101 : and  melancholy  is  it  to  obferve  how  widely  it  differs  from  tlie  official  account  pub- 
liffied  by  government  of  that  affair. 

Dublin  Castle,  Maj/  29,  1798,  half  pajl  Nine,  P.  M. 

“ Extraft  of  a Letter  from  Major  General  Sir  James  Duffe,  to  Lieutenant  General  Lake,  dated 
^ ” Monafterevan. 

I MARCHED  from  Limerick  on  Sunday  morning  with  fixty  dragoons,  Dublin  militia, 
three  field  pieces,  and  two  curricle  guns,  to  open  the  communication  with  Dublin,  which  I judged 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  government.  By  means  of  cars  for  the  infantry,  I reached  this 
place  in  48  hours.  I am  now,  at  feven  o’clock,  this  morning  (Tuefday)  marching  to  furround 
" the  town  of  Kildare,  the  head  quarters  of  the  rebels,  with  feven  pieces  of  artillery,  150  dragoons, 
and  S 50  infantry,  determined  to  make  a dreadful  example  of  the  rebels.  I have  left  the  whole 
country  behind  me  perfedtly  quiet,  and  well  protefted  by  means  of  the  troops  and  yeomanry  corps. 
“ I hope  to  be  able  to  forward  this  to  you  by  the  mail  coach,  which  I will  efcort  to  Naas.  I am 
fufficiently  ftrong.  You  may  depend  on  my  prudence  and  fuccefs.  My  guns  are  well  manned, 
“■  and  the  troops  in  high  fpirits.  The  cruelties  the  rebels  have  committed  on  fome  of  the  officers 
and  men)  have  exafperated  tliem  to  a great  degree.  Of  my  future  operations,  I will  endeavour 
to  inform  you.” 

PS.  Two  o'clock,  P.  M.  Kildare. 

“ WE  found  the  rebels  retiring  from  the  town  on  our  arrival,  armed  ; we  followed  them  with 
“ the  dragoons.  I fent  on  fome  of  the  yeomen  to  tell  them,  on  laying  down  their  arms,  they 
“ fliould  not  be  hurt.  Unfortunately,  fome  of  them  fired  on  the  troops  ; from  that  moment  they 
“ were  attacked  on  all  fides — nothing  could  flop  the  rage  of  the  troops.  I believe  from  two  to  ffiree 
hundred  of  the  rebels  were  killed.  We  have  three  men  killed,  and  feveral  wounded.  I am  too 
“ much  fatigued  to  enlarge.” 

i'  It  is  far  from  the  author’s  intentions,  and  fiill  further  from  his  willies,  to  enter  into  a ferutiny 
of  the  truth  of  all  die  fa6ts  related  by  cotemporary  annalifts.  He  feels  it  his  duty  to  notice  the  falfity 
of  fome,  and  to  fubmit  in  return  to  his  reader  the  beft  evidence  that  he  has  been  able  to  procure  for 
other  facts,  which  are  material  to  develope  the  truth,  and  to  render  hiftorical  juftice  to  the  Irilh  na- 
tion. With  this  view  he  fubmits  to  the  reader  a letter  written  by  an  eye  witnefs  of  the  afiair  at 
Naas  on  the  24th,  by  a clergyman  of  refpeftability  and  credit,  to  his  bifliop,  from  whofe  hand  wri- 
ting the  following  copy  is  taken. 

4 u 2 , Naas, 
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derecl,  and  had  been  received  into  prote6lion  by  General  Dundas,  was  deeply 
lamented  by  many  conftderate  and  loyal  lubjects,  as  a great  difcouragement 

to 

Naas,  June  25,  180U 

“ My  Lord, 

“ I HAVE  remarked,  in  the  account  which  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  has  given  in  his  book 
“ on  the  late  rebellion,  that  he  has  in  tlie  article  regarding  Naas,  made  very  gi-eat  mis-ftatements. 
" He  fays,  there  was  a Captain  Davis  wounded,  &c.  not  one  word  regarding  that  fa6t  is  true. 
There  was  no  Captain  Davis  in  the  garrifon  at  that  time.  Captain  Davis  came  m a fhort  time 
after,  and  is  yet  alive.  All  the  officers  then  in  tlie  garrifon  of  Naas  know  this  to  be  the  fa6t.  Sir 
“ Richard  alfo  Rates,  that  two  hundred  rebels  were  killed  in  the  attack  on  Naas.  The  officers 
“ alluded  to  can  give  teftimony,  as  they  were  witneffes  that  more  than  nine  or  ten  rebels  did  not  fall 
“ on  tlie  occafion  ; but  in  the  courfe  of  three  or  four  hours  after,  fifty-fcven  of  a crowd  in  the 
ftreet  were  killed.  Many  of  thefe  were  Ihot  when  efcaping  from  their  huts,  which  were  fet  on 
“ fu  e : others  were  taken  out  of  their  houfes,  from  off  their  gardens,  and  brought  to  the  ffiip,  as  the 
expreffion  was,  and  hanged  in  the  flreet.  I know  two  men,  Coftelloe  and  Card,  fon  and  fon-in- 
“ law  of  William  Coftelloe,  who  lives  near  Cruddoxtown,  on  the  Ballimore  road,  who  were  called 
out  of  their  field  when  they  were  ?,t  work,  by  a horfeman,  who  getting  ill  on  the  road,  was  not 
“ able  to  go  forward  with  his  party  to  Ballimore.  They  relying  on  their  innocence,  and  thinking 
they  were  only  going  to  gaol,  walked  on  quietly  with  this  fingle  dragoon.  When  they  were 
“ brought  to  the  inn  at  Naas,  they  were  inftantly  conduced  acrofs  the  flxeet  to  the  ftiip,  and  hanged. 
" The  fame  day  a young  man  of  the  name  of  Walfli,  w'as  brought  into  Naas,  who  was  faid  by  a 
“ female  to  be  the  perfon,  who  fliot  Captain  Swaine,  in  the  aiStion  at  Profperous.  It  is  now  well 
known  that  he  was  not  w’ithin  fixteen  miles  of  Profperous,  when  the  adtion  took  place  there  : ne- 
“ verlhelefs,  he  was  taken  without  any  form  of  trial  to  the  fliip,  and  there  hanged,  dragged  naked 
" through  the  ftreet  to  the  lower  end  of  the  town,  and  tliere  let  fire  to  j and  when  half  burned,  bis 
" body  opened,  his  heart  taken  out  and  put  on  the  point  of  a wattle,  which  was  inftantly  placed  on 
“ the  top  of  a houfe,  where  it  remained  until  taken  down  by  one  of  the  military,  who  marched  into 
“ town  about  nine  weeks  after.  When  the  body  had  been  almoft  confirmed,  a large  piece  of  it 
“ was  brought  into  the  next  houfe,  where  the  miftrels  of  it,  Mrs.  Nowland,  was  obliged  to  furnifti 
“ a knife,  fork,  and  plate,  and  an  old  woman  of  the  name  of  Daniel  was  obliged  to  bring  them  fait. 
" Thefe  two  women  beard  them  fay,  ‘ that  Paddy  ate  fweet,’  and  confirmed  witli  a ‘ d— n their 
*'  eyes.’  Thefe  women  are  living,  and  worthy  of  credit,  being  judged  honeft  and  refpe6table  in 
‘‘  their  line  and  fituation  of  life.  Another  fa6t  mis-ftated,  or  rather  falfely  afferted  by  Sir  Richard  : 
" he  fays,  there  was  one  Cullen  charged  with  firing  three  Ihots  at  a’yeoman  and  that  a perfon  called 
" Kennedy,  who  was  to  profecute  faid  Cullen,  was  feen  fpeaking  to  a prieft  by  Mr.  Kemmis  the 
“ crown  folici  tor,  through  the  bar  of  the  gaol;  and  that  in  confequence  of  this  converfation,  faid  Ken- 
" nedy  denied  what  he  had  faid  before  regarding  Cullen.  A more  hardy  falfehood  than  this  could 
" not  be  aflerted.  Mr.  Kemmis,  whofe  charafter  entitles  him  to  credit,  will,  I dare  fay,  if  atked, 
declare,  that  not  one  word  of  the  affertion,  fo  far  as  it  regards  him,  Kennedy,  or  the  prieft,  is 
true.  Neither  is  it  poffible  it  could  be  true,  as  no  one  of  the  name  of  Kennedy  was  in  gaol  to 
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to  fuch  furrender  in  future.  Even  the  well  intended  propagation  of  notorious 
falfehood,  under  the  fandtion'of  authority,  inuft  necetfarily  ulcerate  thofe, 
whom  that  fame  authority  prevents  from  publifliing  the  reality  in  juftification. 
The  Irilh  prefs  had  been  for  fome  time  under  that  imperious  control,  that  no 
printer  dared  to  publifh  any  thing  not  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  higher  powers. 
In  faCt,  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs  had  effectually  deftroyed  its  liberty ; as 
every  excefs  produces  its  oppofite  extreme. 

The  rebellion,  notwithftanding  the  many  and  fevere  defeats  of  the  infiir- 
gents,  fpread  itfelf  in  all  directions,  and  particularly  to  the  fouth.  Almoft 
the  whole  of  the  county  of  Kildare  was  in  open  rebellion.  Hitherto,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  malevolent  attempts  of  too  many  perfons  in  high  fituations  to 
identify  the  terms  rebel  and  papift,  it  had  not  yet  become  abfolutely  a war 
of  religious  difference.  Almoft  all  the  chiefs  and  leaders  of  the  rebels  were 
Proteftants,  though  the  greater  part  of  the  individuals  concerned  in  it  were 
Catholics,  that  being  the  religion  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people.  The  great 
and  prevailing  diftinCtion,  which  was  aCled  upon,  was  that  of  Orange  men 
and  L^nited  Irifhmen  ; the  external  emblems  of  which  were  orange  and  green 
cockades.*  Throughout  the  rebellion,  and  ever  fmce,  it  has  been  unwife  po- 
licy 

“ profecute  Cullen.  The  only  prolecutor  was  Serjeant  James  Talland,  who  fard,  that  Cullen 
charged  and  fired  three  fliots  at  him.  But  when  alked  by  counfel,  why  he  did  not  fire  at  Cullen 
“ whilft  he  (Cullen)  was  charging  and  firing  three  fhots  at  him,  he  anfwered,  that  Cullen  was  in 
“ a fand  pit.  The  court,  not  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer,  further  aiked  the  profecutor,  whether  the 
“ fame  view  which  enabled  him  to  fee  Cullen  charge  and  difcharge  feveral  ihots,  did  not  allow  him 
“ alfo  an  opportunity  to  fire  at  leaft  one  ihot  at  Cullen.  It  is  perhaps  to  the  unfatisfaftory  manner 
“ in  which  the  profecutor  anfwered  this  queftion,  that  Cullen  partly  owes  his  life.  This,  when  it 
“ could  not  be  proved  that  Cullen  was  a yeoman,  excited  additional  zeal  in  his  counfel,  who  peti- 
“ tioned  the  eourt  to  fave  a point  of  law.  The  court  humanely  extended  the  royal  clemency,  nn- 
“ der  the  amnefty  a6t,  with  reference  to  the  twelve  judges.  Cullen  was  brought  forward  at  the 
" following  affize  and  acquitted.  Thus  the  crown  folicitor,  Mr.  Keramis,  Cullen’s  advocate, 
counfellors  Charles  Ball  and  R.  Efpinafle,  Baron  Smith,  his  judge,  the  grand  and  petty  juries 
“ of  fucceffive  affizes  at  Naas,  and  others,  bear  teftimony  that  Cullen’s  life  was  faved  in  this  man- 
“ ner,  and  not  by  the  pretended  folicitation  or  interference  of  any  prieft. 

Naas,  June  2b,  1801.  Signed  Dunne,  R,  P, 

“ Rev.  Doftor  Troy,  Dublin.” 

* Thus  at  Ennifeorthy  on  the  28th  of  May,  fo  fluduating  for  fome  time  was  the  fuccefs  of  the 
day,  that  to  avoid  the  fury  of  each  prevailing  party  in  turn,  perfons  alternately  hoifted  the  orange 
and  the  green  ribbon.  (Gordon  94)  Credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  numberlefs  aliertions  of  Sir 
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licy  to  refort  to  falfehood,  in  exaggerating  the  numbers  of  the  rebels,  in  finking 
thofe  of  the  loyalifts,  in  blackening  the  atrocities  of  the  former,  in  foft- 
ening  thofe  of  the  latter;  If  however  any  ftate  reafon  could  have  been  fup- 
pofed  to  exift  by  the  moft  alarmed,  agitated  and  impaffioned  lo3^alift,  for  thus 
refolding  to  fi6lion,  falfity,  or  rnifreprefentation,  that  time  is  gone  by,  and  it  is 
neceflary,  that  the  light  of  truth,  like  the  meridian  fun,  fhould  fliine  equally 
upon  Ireland,  as  upon  the  reft  of  the  globe. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  whilft  rebellion  raged  about  the  metropolis  and 
to  the  Southward,  the  North,  which  had  heretofore  been  confidered  the  hot- 
bed of  difaffe6tion and  treafon,  was  perfe6tly  quiet:  there  both  Difl’enters  and 
Catholics  were  prominent  in  conveying  to  government  the  ftrongeft  fentiments 
of  loyalty  and  zeal  for  preferving  the  conllitution  againft  external  and  in- 
ternal foes.*  The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  rebels  in  mod  rencounters  had  partly 
opened  the  communication  with  the  capital,  which  in  the  firfi:  days  of  the 
rebellion  had  been  kept  in  a fpecies  of  blockade.  But  infurredion  burft  out 
in  a partt  vhere  it  was  lead  expelled,  and  was  growing  into  fo  formidable  a 
force,  as  to  occafion  the  mod  fcrious  alarms  for  the  fafety  of  government. 
The  County  of  Wexford  had  been  but  veiy  recently  and  but  partially  orga- 
nized, and  manj"  of  it's  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  had  addrelfed  the  lord 
lieutenant  through  the  medium  of  the  Earl  of  IMountnorris,  proteding  their 
loyalty,  and  pledging  themfelves  to  arm,  if  permitted,  in  defence  of  govern- 

Richard  Mufgrave,  that  the  rebels  fpared  Catholics  houfes,  property,  and  perfons,  and  confined 
their  outrages  to  Proteftants.  On  the  contrary  they  were  furious  againft  fome  Catholic  clergymen, 
who  ftrongly  oppofed  their  principles  and  reprobated  their  conduft:  they  termed  them  Orange 
priefts.  It  is  not  true,  as  Sir  R.  Mufgrave  ftates,  (p.  315,)  that  all  the  Proteftant  houfes  from 
''  Baltinglafs  to  Hacketftown,  Rathdrum  and  Bleflington  were  burned  ,;  but  that  the  property  of  a 

Roman  Catholic  did  not  receive  the  fmalleft  injury  in  that  extenfive  traft.”  The  property  of  Pro- 
teftants and  Catholics  was  plundered  indiferiminately  by  the  rebels.  They  took  away  all  the  Iheep 
of  theRev.  Mr.  Devoy,  Popifli  prieft  of  Ballymore  Euftace,  and  bullocks  and  flieep  to  a large  amount 
from  the  Rev.  Richard  Doyle  of  Welfield,  which  he  claimed  and  received  compenfation  for  from 
the  commiflioners  of  fuffering  loyalifts.  The  rebels  burnt  all  Hacketftown  (except  that  ftation 
defended  by  the  military)  and  a great  part  of  it  was  inhabited  by  the  Catholics.  IMr.  Cullen,  a 
refpedtable  old  gentlemen  of  that  town  and  a Roman  Catholic,  recovered  compen^fation  for  his 
houfe  and  property  deftroyed  on  that  occafion  by  the  rebels.  The  rebels  plundered  and  feized  all 
property  indiferiminately  for  fupport  of  their  camp  at  Blackamore  Hill.  JMany  other  Catholics  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  luftered,  and  received  compenfation  from  the  commifiioners. 

* Amongft  many  fuch  addreftes  a fample  is  given  of  both  in  the  Appendix,  No.  CXI. 

j Gordon,  p.  86, 
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ment,  whenever  there  iliould  be  occafion.  Not  above  fix  hundred  men,  at 
inoft,  of  the  regular  army  or  militia  were  ftationed  in  the  county,  the  defence 
of  which  was  almoft  abandoned  to  the  troops  of  yeomen  and  their  fupplemen- 
taries,  while  the  magilhates  in  the  feveral  diftricts  were  employed  in  ordering 
the  feizLire,  imprifomnent,  and  whipping  of  numbers  of  fufpedted  perfons : 
thefe  yeomen,  being  proteftants,  and  moftly  Orangemen,  a6led  with  a fpirit  ill 
fitted  to  allay  religious  hatred,  or  to  prevent  a pronenefs  to  rebel.  To  excite 
fo  violent  an  irritation  by  floggings,  imprifonments,  and  a variety  of  infults, 
without  fufficient  means  to  enforce  obedience,  appears  to  have  been  an  unfor- 
tunate miflake,  as  was  alfo,  that  of  the  inflitution  of  yeomen  cavalry  inftead 
of  infantry. 

Whether  any  infurreclion  would  in  the  then  exifting  ftate  of  the  kingdom 
have  taken  place  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  or,  in  cafe  of  its  eruption,  how 
much  lefs  formidable  and  fanguinary  it  would  have  been,  if  no  adts  of  feverity 
had  been  committed  by  the  foldiery,  the  yeomen,  or  their  fupplementary 
aflbciates,  though  without  the  diredl  authority  of  their  fuperiors,  or  command 
of  the  magilh  ates,  is  a queftion  which  no  man  can  pofitively  anfwer.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gorey,*  the  terror  of  the  whippings  was  in  particular  fo 

great, 

* The  reverend  author  here,  with  manly  and  honorable  candor,  gives  an  inftance  of  the  violent 
effect  which  this  fyfiem  of  terrorifm  produced  under  his  own  eye.  The  phyfical  effedls  of  extreme 
fear  and  horror  are  often  different,  always  violent.  (Gordon,  p.  88. J “ As  an  inftance  of  this 
“ terror  I fhall  relate  the  following  faft.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  May,  a labouring  man, 
" named  Dennis  M'Daniel,  came  to  my  houfe,  with  looks  of  the  utmoft  confternation  and 
" difmay,  and  confelfed  to  me  that  he  had  taken  the  United  Irifhmen’s  oath,  and  had  paid 
for  a pike  with  which  he  had  not  yet  been  furniflied,  nineteen-pence  halfpenny,  to  one 
“ Kilty,  a fmith,  who  had  adrainiftered  the  oath  to  him  and  many  others.  While  I fent  my  eldeft 
“ Ion,  who  was  a lieutenant  of  yeomanry,  to  arrefl  Kilty,  I exhorted  hi' Daniel  to  furrender  himfelf 
to  a magiftrate,  and  make  his  confetlion,  but  this  he  pofitively  refufed,  faying,  that  he  ihould  in 
“ that  cafe  be  lathed  to  make  him  produce  a pike  which  he  had  not,  and  to  confefs  what  he  knew 
“ not.  I then  advifcd  him,  as  the  only  alternative,  to  remain  quietly  at  home,  promifing,  that,  if 
“ he  thould  be  arrefted  on  the  information  of  others,  I would  reprefent  his  cafe  to  the  magiflrates. 
“ He  took  my  advice,  but  the  fear  of  arreftand  lafhing  had  fo  taken  pollcffion  of  his  thoughts,  that 
he  could  neither  eat  nor  ileep,  and  on  tlie  morning  of  the  25th  he  fell  on  his  face  and  expired  in 
“ a little  grove  near  my  houl'e.”  The  fame  author  (2d  edition,  p.  105)  adds  in  a note,  “That 
“ fome  magiltrates  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  affirm,  that  not  more  than  one  man  was  flogged 
“ in  all  the  county  before  the  infurreSion.  I wifli  thefe  gentlemen  would  publilh  their  affirmation 
“ or  negation  in  print.  They  muft  admit  that  feveral  w'ere  flogged  in  the  town  of  Gorey  alone.  Of 
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great,  that  the  people  would  have  been  extremely  glad  to  renounce  for  ever 
all  notions  of  oppofition  to  government,  if  they  could  have  been  atfured  of 
permiffion  to  remain  in  a Rate  of  quietnefs. 

The  infurre6tion  in  the  counties  of  Wicklow  and  Wexford  affumed  an  ap- 
pearance unufually  ferocious.  In  the  county  of  Wexford  there  had  long 
ful^hfted  a rivalry  bordering  on  rancour,  between  the  Proteftants  and  Catho- 
lics. The  public  peace  in  that  country  had  notMdthftanding  often  been  inter- 
rupted by  tliofe  mobbilh  rifmgs  which  will  fometimes  take  place  even  where 
the  conduct  of  their  fuperiors  is  perfeftly  free  from  harflmefs.  The  county  of 
Wicklow  was  one  of  the  moft  thriving  diRridts  in  the  kingdom.  There  were 
perfons  of  the  different  religions,  in  all  the  middle  and  inferior  ranks,  and  they 
lived  together  in  habits  of  great  cordiality  and  good  neighbourhood.  The 
landed  intereft  of  the  county  of  Wexford  had  always  been  prominent  in  their 
antipathy  to  tlie  Catholics,  and  their  reprefentatives  in  parliament  had  uni- 
formly oppofed  every  mitigation  of  the  popery  laws.  In  thefe  circumRances 
anay  be  traced  fomething  of  a predifpofing  caufe  to  the  infurre6tion  of  the 
county  of  Wexford;  but  there  exiRed  nofuch  circumftance  with  refpe6l  to  the 
county  of  Wicklow.  Other  fpecial  circumRances  affected  the  county  of 
Wexford,  which  tended  to  bring  forward  the  infurgency  in  that  county. 
* After  the  proclamation  of  the  30th  of  March,  the  Orange  fyRem  made  no 
public  appearance  in  the  county  of  W^exford,  until  the  beginning  of  April, 
on  the  arrival  there  of  the  North  Cork  militia,  commanded  by  Lord  Kings- 
borough.  In  this  regiment,  there  were  a great  number  of  Orangemen,  who 
were  zealous  in  making  profelytes,  and  difplaying  their  devices ; having  me- 
dals and  orange  ribbons  triumphantly  pendant  from  their  bofoms.  It  is 
believed,  that  previous  to  this  period,  there  'were  but  few  aftual  Orangemen 
in  the  county ; but  foon  after,  thofe  whofe  principles  inclined  that  way,  find- 
ing themfelves  fupported  by  the  military,  joined  the  affbciation,  and  publicly 
avowed  themfelves,  by  affuming  the  devices  of  the  fraternity. 

thefe  I hnew  three  t Anthony  Bolger,  Michael  Davies,  and  one  Howlet ; and  tliey  muft  admit, 
that  at  leaft  one  flagellation,  if  not  more,  was  exafted  in  the  town  of  Little  Limerick,  near 
Gorey,  I have  not  at  prefent  fuffieient  ground  to  fufpeft  that  any  of  thefe  were  flogged  without 
proper  caufe  5 but  half  hangings  enough  were  committed  by  others  without  any  confultation  of 
raagiflrates.  The  floggings,  however,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  were  almoft  nothing  com- 
paratively  with  other  counties  j and  the  terror  of  people  of  this  county  arofe  chiefly  from  floggings 
“ inflifted  elfewhere ; and  the  incipiency  of  floggings  among  themfelves,  houfe  burnings,  &c.” 

* Hay’s  Hiftory  of  the  Infurreaion  of  the  County  of  Wexford,  p.  57. 
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* It  is  faid,  that  the  North  Cork  regiment  were  alfo  the  inventors — but  they 
certainly  were  the  introducers  of  tlie  pitch-cap  torture  into  the  county  of 
Wexford.  Any  perfon  having  their  hair  cut  fhort,  (and  therefore  called  a 
croppy,  by  which  appellation  the  fold iery  delignated  antlnited  Irifliman,  on 
being  pointed  out  byfomeloyal  neighbour,  was  immediately feized and  brought 
into  a guard-houfe,  were  caps  either  of  coarfe  linen  or  ftrong  brown  paper,  be- 
fmeared  infide  with  pitch,  were  always  kept  ready  for  fervice.  The  unfor- 
tunate viftim  had  one  of  thefe  well  heated,  comprefled  on  his  head,  and  when 
judged  of  a proper  degree  of  coolnefs,  fo  that  it  could  not  be  eafily  pulled  oft', 
the  fufterer  was  turned  out  amidft  the  liorrid  acclamations  of  the  mercilefs 
torturers:  and  to-theview  of  vaft  numbers  of  people,  who  generally  crowded 
about  the  guard-houfe  door,  attrafted  by  the  aftlifted  cries  of  the  tormented. 
Many  of  thofe  perfecuted  in  this  manner,  experienced  additional  anguifli  from 
die  melted  pitch  trickling  into  their  eyes.  This  aft’orded  a rare  addition  of 
enjoyment  to  thefe  keen  fportfmen,  who  reiterated  their  horrid  yells  of  exul- 
tation, on  the  repetition  of  the  feveral  accidents  to  which  their  game  was  liable 
upon  being  turned  out ; for  in  the  confiifion  and  hurry  of  efcaping  from  the 
ferocious  hands  of  thefe  more  than  favage  tormentors,  the  blinded  victims 
frequently  fell  or  inadvertently  daftied  their  heads  againft  the  walls  in  their 
Avay.  The  pain  of  difengaging  the  pitched  cap  from  the  head  muft  have  been 
next  to  intolerable.  The  hair  was  often  torn  out  by  the  roots,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  parts  of  the  fkin  were  fo  fcalded  or  bliftered  as  to  adhere  and  come 
off  along  with  it.  The  terror  and  difmay  that  thefe  outrages  occafioned  are 
inconceivable.  A ferjeant  of  the  North  Cork,  nicknamed  Tom  the  Devils 
was  moft  ingenious  in  devifing  new  modes  of  torture.  IMoiftened  gunpowder 
Avas  frequently  rubbed  into  the  hair  cut  clofe  and  then  fet  on  tire;  fome, 
Avhile  fliearing  for  this  purpofe,  had  the  tips  of  their  ears  fnipt  oft’;  fometimes 
an  entire  ear,  and  often  both  ears  were  completely  cut  oft*;  and  many  loft  part 
of  their  nofes  during  the  like  preparation.  But,  ftrange  to  tell,  thele  atro- 
cities Avere  publicly  pra6tifed  without  the  leaft  referve  in  open  day,  and  no 
magiftrate  or  officer  ever  interfered,  but  ffiamefully  connived  at  this  extra- 
ordinary mode  of  quieting  the  people  ! Some  of  the  miferable  fuft’erers  on 
thefe  ftiocking  occalions,  or  fome  of  their  relations  or  friends  a6luated  by  a 
principle  of  retaliation,  if  not  of  revenge,  cut  Ihort  the  hair  of  feveral  perfons 
Avhom  they  either  confidered  as  enemies  or  fufpefted  of  having  pointed  them 

* Hay,  (p.  57,)  who  was  on  the  fpot  and  vouches  for  the  truth  of  tliis  narration. 
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nut  as  objefts  for  fucb  clefperate  treatment.  This  was  done  with  a view,  that 
ihofe  aclive  citizens  lliould  fall  in  for  a little  experience  of  the  like  clifcipline, 
or  to  make  the  fafhion  of  fliort  hair  fo  o-eneral  that  it  mig-ht  no  lono-er  be  a 
mark  of  party  diftindtion.  Females  were  alfo  expofed  to  the  grolfeft  infults 
from  thefe  military  ruflians.  Many  women  had  their  petticoats,  handker- 
chiefs, caps,  ribbons,  and  all  parts  of  their  drefs  that  exhibited  a fliade  of  g-reen 
(confidered  the  national  colour  of  Ireland)  torn  off,  and  their  ears  affailed  by 
the  moft  vile  and  indecent  ribaldry.  This  was  a circumftance  fo  unforefeen, 
and  of  courfe  fo  little  provided  againft,  that  many  A^omen  of  enthufiallic  loy- 
alty fuffered  outrage  in  this  manner.  Some  of  thefe  ladies  would  not  on  any 
account  have  worn  any  thing,  which  they  could  even  imagine  jjartook  in  any 
degree  of  croppyifm.  They  were,  however,  uiiAvarily  involved  until  un- 
deceived by  the  gentle  hints  from  thefe  kind  guardians  of  allegiance. 

Great  as  the  apprehenfions  from  Orangemen  had  been  before  among  the 
people,  they  were  now  multiplied  ten-fold,  and  aggravated  terror  led  them  in 
numbers  to  be  fworn  United  Iritlimen,  in  order  to  counteradt  the  fuppofed  plan 
of  their  rumoured  exterminators.  The  fears  of  the  people  became  fo  great  at 
length,  that  they  forfook  their  houfes  in  the  night  and  llept,  (if  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  they  could  deep)  in  the  ditches.  Thefe  facts  were  notorious  at  the 
time,  and  had  the  magiftrates,  and  gentlemen  of  the  country  been  actuated 
by  the  feelings  that  humanity  naturally  excites  on  fuch  occafions,  they  might, 
with  very  little  trouble  have  convinced  the  deluded  populace  of  the  fallacy  of 
fuch  reports,  and  they  lliould  have  promifed  them  public  prote6lion.  In  ge- 
neral, however,  the  fadt  was  otherwife.  The  melancholy  lituation  of  the 
people  Avas  regarded  with  the  utmoft  inditference;  few  individuals  felt  any 
concern  or  gave  themfelves  any  trouble  about  what  they  thought ; and  no 
efforts  whatever  were  made  to  allay  their  apprehenfions,  or  at  all  to  undeceive 
them.  Their  minds  were  left  to  the  operations  of  their  fears,  to  diflipate 
which  if  any  pains  had  been  taken,  it  is  certain  that  thefe  horrid  conceptions 
entertained  of  Orangemen  could  never  have  taken  fuch  ftrong  hold  of  their 
feared  imaginations,  and  that  violence  would  have  been  reprelfed  in  its  origin. 

The  following  circumftance  occafioned  the  infurgency  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  to  become  fo  very  much  an  affair  of  religion.  Some  perfons  in 
Dublin,  who  had  been  very  adlive  in  promoting  the  repeal  of  the  popery  laws,  , 
afterwards  unfortunately  entered  into  the  projedts  of  the  revolution;  thefe 
men  made  ufe  of  the  influence  they  had  thus  acquired  upon  many  of  their 
brethren  to  prevent  the  Catholics  from  going  into  the  yeomanry,  they  circulated 
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among  that  people  an  opinion  Avhich  readily  gained  ground,  that  their  co- 
operation was  very  elTential  to  government,  and,  that  by  diolding  back  on 
that  occafion  they  would  procure  all  the  advantages,  which  had  been  promifed 
and  were  expected  under  Lord  Fitzwilliam;  their  fuggeftions  were  attended 
to  more  in  the  county  of  Wicklow  than  elfewhere.  The  confequent  back- 
wardnefs  of  the  Catholics  to  join  the  armed  corps  threw  a fufpicion  on  that 
people,  but  created  a neceffity  of  filling  up  the  numbers  necelfary  tor  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  with  the  loweft  caft  of  proteftants,  Avho  afterwards, 
when  the  heat  of  party  ran  high,  made  a very  bad  ufe  of  their  arms  and  of 
their  power. 

By  thefe  means  the  divifion  of  the  county  of  Wicklow  into  thefe  parties  firft 
took  place,  and  that  divifion  prepared  the  way  for  the  revolutionary  milTion- 
aries,  who  came  afterwards  to  tamper  with  the  people  and  difpofe  them  for  in- 
furrection.  The  introdii6fion  of  the  united  bufmels  crowned  the  whole,  many 
were  drawn  into  it  from  reports  artfully  circulated,  that  the  Britifh  empire  was 
on  the  eve  of  diflblution,  that  the  armed  Proteftants  intended  to  maffacre  and 
expel  them  from  Wicklow,  as  they  had  from  Annagh.  This  alarm  was  fo 
prevalent,  that  on  many  occafions  all  the  inhabitants  for  an  extent  of  thirty 
miles  deferted  their  houfes,  and  flept  in  the  open  fields ; this  fact  was  proved  on 
a trial  before  Lord  Yelvertoh,  at  the  fummer  allizes  of  Wicklow,  1798.  iMany 
joined  the  affociation,  becaufe  they  had  no  other  alternative;  the  armed  corps 
generally  confidered  everv  Catholic  a rebel;  thev  received  no  credit  much  lefs 
merit  for  any  act  of  loyalty.  After  the  corps  were  put  on  permanent  duty,  and 
the  officers  and  magiftrates  began  to  torture  and  burn  houfes,  multitudes  of 
thefe  people  became  fugitives  from  fear  or  acfual  want  of  dwellings:  many 
from  being  exafperated  at  the  fufferings  of  their  acquaintance,  friends  and 
kindred;  common  fufferings  brought  thefe  perfons  together  and  formed  the 
rebellion  of  Wicklow  and  Wexford:  many  atrocious  acls  were  committed  in 
that  rebellion,  but  they  were  acts  of  retaliation.  The  armed  corps  in  the  firft 
days  of  the  rebellion,  and  even  in  the  two  or  three  v eeks  preceding  it,  had 
fl)ot  many  perfons  who  were  merely  paffing  quietly  through  the  county;  the 
relatives  of  thefe  murdered  victims  became  furious  for  revenge,  and  murdered 
madly  thofe  of  the  oppofite  party,  who  fell  into  their  poffeffion. 

Y'hatever  effects  different  management  might  have  produced  in  the  county 
of  Wexford,  the  ebullition  of  the  rebellion  in  that  countv  feems  to  have  been 
more  a ludden  guft  of  revenge,  than  a preconcerted  defign.  The  iiifurgents 
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were  more  numerous  and  ferocious  than  elfewhere;  and  in  many  inftances  they 
were  headed  by  perfons,  who  never  had  been  members  of  the  aflbciation  of 
United  Iriflimen ; but  whom  the  fudden  prelfure  of  circumftances  had  feduced 
or  driven  into  that  unfortunate  rebellion.  The  general  infurreclion  in  that 
county  did  not  take  place  till  Whitfunday,  which  fell  on  the  27th  of  May. 
But  the  zeal,  fays  Sir  Richard  IMufgrave,  of  Father  John  Murphy  of  Boola- 
vogue  chappel,  in  the  parilh  of  Kilcprinick,  was  fo  intemperate,  that  he  began 
his  military  career  at  fix  o’clock  on  Saturday  evening  the  26th  of  May,*  It 
is  afa6t  necefiary  to  be  known,  that  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in 
Wicklow  and  Wexford  not  one  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  ever  entered  into 
the  united  alfociation,  except  one  Roach,  who  was  under  ecclefiaftic  cenfures, 
and  interdicted  from  the  exercife  of  his  fpiritual  fun6tions.  This  Father 
Murphy  was  living  quietly  in  his  parilh,  when  fome  yeomen  entered  it  and 
burned  his  chapel.  In  a fudden  fally  of  fury  (for  priefis  have  their  paflions) 
he  witha  party  of  hisparilhioners  fell  upon  them,  and  the  two  officers  command- 
ing the  yeomen  were  killed.  Imagining  then  that  no  retreat  was  left,  the  party 
encamped  on  the  hill  of  Oularde,  all  the  fugitives  and  exafperated  perfons 
about  the  country  joined  tlie  camp,  and  this  formed  a commencement  of  the 
Wexford  rebellion;  in  two  days  they  were  in  fufficient force  to  defeat  fome  of 
the  North  Cork  Militia,  who  attempted  to  difpcrfe  them.  IMurphy  unquef- 
tionably  after  he  had  thus  engaged  in  the  rebellion  employed  all  the  influence 
which  he  derived  from  his  charabler  of  a prieft  to  encourage  and  fupport  his 
party,  and  omitted  no  art  to  animate  and  fortify  them  by  religious  bigotry 
and  enthufiafm.  He  and  the  other  priefis  f who  were  driven  into  the  rebellion 

either 

* The  Bifhop  of  Kilala  has  in  bis  narrative  of  what  paffed  at  Killala  in  the  Summer  of  1798,  (p. 
82,)  given  the  following  reafon,  why  in  every  popular  commotion  in  Ireland,  fome  Roman  Catholic 
priefts  will  probably  be  found  concerned  in  it.  “ The  almoft  total  dependance  of  the  Romifli 
“ clergy  of  Ireland  upon  their  people  for  the  means  of  fubfiftence  is  the  caufe,  according  to  my  beft 
" judgment,  why  upon  every  popular  commotion  many  priefis  of  that  communion  have  been,  and 
“ until  meafures  of  better  policy  are  adopted,  always  will  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  fedition  and  op- 
" polition  to  the  eflablifhed  government.  The  peafant  will  love  a revolution,  becaufe  he  feels  the 

weight  of  poverty,  and  has  not  often  the  fenfe  to  perceive  that  a change  of  maflers  may  render 
" it  heavier  j the  prieft  muft  follow  the  impulfe  of  the  popular  wave,,  or  be  left  behind  on  the  beach, 
“ to  perifh.” 

-f  Widely  as  this  unfortunate  rebellion  raged,  it  would  have  been  truly  ftrange  if  not  one  of  the 
Catholic  priefts  had  been  feduced  to  join  in  it.  Their  number  was,  however,  comparatively  fmall, 
and  it  will  not  be  uninterefting  to  the  public  to  learn,  what  mannef  of  men  thofe,  who  gave  into  it 

generally 
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either  by  the  intemperance  of  the  loyalifts  or  hurried  away  by  the  violence  of 
their  own  people,  celebrated  mals  conftantly,  and  prayed  and  preached  in  the 

camps; 

generally  were.  The  following  account  of  moft  of  them,  who  joined  the  rebellion  at  Wexford  is  ex- 
trafted  from  a letter  of  Dr.  Caulfield,  the  Roman  Catholic  Bifhop  of  Wexford,  to  Dr.  Troy,  the 
Roman  Catholic  archbifliop  of  Dublin, — Dated  from  Wexford,  September  2,  1798.  The  author 
has  this  in  the  hand  writing  of  that  prelate. 

1 . Thomas  Dixon  of  Caftle-bridge,  had  been  curate  at  the  Lady’s  Ifland  for  fome  years ; but 
for  drinking,  dancing,  and  diforderly  conduft,  was  fufpended  about  four  years  ago.  After  fome 
time  of  apparent  amendment,  he  was  fent  to  alfift  Rev.  David  Cullen  of  Blackwater,  where  he  re- 
lapfed  into  his  former  pranks,  and  was  fufpeded  latterly  of  being  aftive  in  the  accurfed  bufinefs 
of  uniting,  for  which  I interdided  and  fufpended  him  above  twelve  months  ago.  He  was  after- 
wards apprehended,  tried,  and  convided  here,  and  fent  on  board  the  tender  lying  at  Duncannon 
Fort,  where  he  took  a fever  and  died. 

2.  Rev.  Thomas  Clinch,  native  of  Camolin,  had  been  appointed  curate  to  Rev.  Thomas  Rogers  in 
Bantry5  but  turning  out  a moft  beaftly  drunkard  and  unfit  for  duty,  was  fufpended  about  two  years 
ago,  and  remained  fo.  He  joined  the  rebels,  and  was  killed  in  their  retreat  from  Vinegar  Hill. 

3.  Rev.  Mogue  Kearin  or  Kearns  of  the  Duffry  had  been  employed  by  Dodor  Delany  for  fome 
time,  but  latterly  diflmifled.  He  was  notorious  for  drinking  and  fighting;  and  joined  the  rebels, 
among  whom  he  made  a gigantic  figure,  and  was  hanged  at  Edenderry. 

4.  Rev.  John  Murphy,  curate  to  Rev.  Patt  Cogly  of  Boolyvogue,  ever  giddy,  but  not  noted  for  im- 
morality, was  the  firft  to  commence  the  rebellion  and  became  a fignal  general  in  it.  He  had  been 
apparently  but  not  really  dutiful  to  his  fuperior.  He  w as  w'hipped,  hanged,  beheaded,  and  his  body 
burnt  in  the  county  Carlow,  at  Tullow. 

5.  Rev.  Philip  Roche,  alias  General  Roache,  had  been  curate  to  Rev.  John  Synnott  of  Gore)"; 
had  been  a proper  man  and  would  be  ufeful,  but  indulging  in  excefs  of  drinking,  and  beginning  to 
agitate,  he  became  obnoxious  and  w"as  removed.  He  was  afterwards  lent  curate,  after  reprehen- 
fion,  admonition,  and  inftrudion  by  his  fuperior,  to  Rev.  Thomas  Rogers  in  Bantry,  tlie  other  ex- 
tremity of  the  diocefe,  laft  winter  : I heard  nothing  remarkable  of  him  there,  till  he  joined  the 
rebels  and  foon  became  a leader.  He  was  hanged  here  and  his  body  throwm  into  the  river  the  22d 
of  June. 

6.  There  is  another  reptile.  Rev.  Bryan  Murphy,  who  w'as  very  active  in  the  rebellion.  He  had 
been  deprived  and  fufpended  about  three  years  ago.  ■ Neverthelefs  he  had  addrefs  enough  to  procure 
a protedtion  when  the  rebels  were  routed,  and  remains  undifturbcd. 

7.  There  is  a Rev.  Mr.  Byrne,  a Carmelite,  at  Goff’s  Bridge,  wlio  Ihewed  himfelf  a very  zealous, 
afttve  rebel.  He  alfo  got  a protection.  He  was  a drinking,  giddy  man.  I advifed  him  to  quit  the 
diocefe  and  threatened  fufpenfion.. 

N.  B.  From  Dr.  Troy.  This  Byrne  was  killed  in  the  houfc  of  a Dr.  Waddy,  in  the  county  of 
Wexford,  when  on  a friendly  vifit  in  the  year  1800,  by  the  fail  of  a port-cullis,  whether  by  defign 
or  accident  is  not  known.  The  circumftance  was  mentioned  in  the  public  papers. 

8.  Rev.  John  Keane,  under  cenfures  the  greater  part  of  his  life  for  drunkennefs  and  other  irregu- 
larities. He  is  a weak  poor  fool.  He  has  not  been  queftioned,  nor  is  he  worth  notice. 


0.  Rev. 
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camps;  when  once  embarked  in  the  caufe  they  could  not  otberwife  have  given 
it  the  fan61ion  of  plaufibility ; and  thefe  circumftances  have  been  unwar- 
rantably put  forward  in  order  to  juftify  a charge,  that  the  rebellion  originated 
in  a religious  fpirit,  and  was  connected  with  the  anxiety  and  the  efforts  ufed 
to  extend  the  political  privileges  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 

From  this  commencement  of  open  hoftilities  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  the 
commotion  fpread  rapidly  on  all  fides;  and  the  colledion  of  rebel  parties  was 
greatly  promoted  by  the  reports  diffeminated  of  numbers  of  people  Ihot  in  the 
roads,  at  work  in  the  fields,  and  even  in  their  houfes,  unarmed  and  unoffend- 
ing, by  ftraggling  parties  of  yeomen.  Influenced  by  thefe  reports,  which  cer- 
tainly were  not  without  too  much  foundation,  great  numbers  took  refuge 
with  their  friends  in  arms,  infomuch,  that  on  the  following  morning  of  Whit- 
Sunday,  the  27th  of  IMay,  two  large  bodies  were  colledled,  one  on  the  Hill  of 
Oulart,  nearly  midway  between  Gorey  and  V^exford,  about  eleven  miles  to 
the  South  of  the  former ; the  other  on  Kilthomas  Hill,  an  inferior  ridge  of 
Slyceve  Bwee  mountain,  about  nine  miles  weftward  of  Gorey.  They  formed 
a confufed  multitude  of  both  fexes  and  of  all  ages.  Reports  have  varied  their 
numbers  from  feven  or  eight  to  two  or  three  thoufand  men  in  arms:  againft 
thefe  a body  of  about  200  yeomen,  on  the  fame  morning,  marched  from  the 
neighbouring  town  of  Carnev%  in  the  county  of  Wicklow.  The  rebels  were 
Itrucken  with  a panic,  and  fled,  after  a few  difeharges  of  mufl-cetry  from  the 
yeomen,  at  too  great  a diftance  to  make  any  conflderable  execution.  About  a 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  rebels  were  killed  in  the  purfuit:  the  yeomen  burned 
two  Roman  Catholic  chapels,  and  about  a hundred  cabins  anel  farm  houfes  of 
Catholics  in  the  courfe  of  feven  miles  march. 

The  event  of  battle  was  very  different,  on  the  fame  da}^,  on  the  hill  of 
Oulart,  where  Father  Murphy  commanded.  A detachment  of  a hundred  and 
ten  men  of  the  North  f'ork  iMilitia,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Foote,  marched  from  Wexford,  and  attacked  the  rebels  on  the  fouthern 
fide  of  the  hill.  The  rebels  fled  at  the  firft  onfet  and  werepurfued  by  the  mi- 
litia, Avithout  rank  or  order.  Farther  Murphy  rallied  again  fomc  hundreds 
of  the  rebels  who  by  his  encouragement  charged  their  purfuers  with  fo  much 
fury,  that  Avith  their  pikes  they  killed,  almoft  in  an  inftant,  the  whole  dctach- 

9.  Rev.  John  B-edmond,  curate  of  Rev.  Francis  Kavanagh,  a moft  regular,  attentive,  zealous  prietl 
Avithout  reproach  ever  until  the  accurfed  rebellion;  whether  he  joined  them  through  terror,  as  was 
the  cafe  with  fome,  or  volunteer’d,  I know  not.  He  furprized  me  more  than  all  the  reft.  He  was 
hanged  near  Gorey  on  the  21  ft  or  22d  of  June  laft. 


ment, 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


719 


ment,  except  the  lieutenant  colonel,  a ferjeant,  and  three  privates.  If  we 
may  believe  the  accounts  of  fome  of  the  infurgents,  no  more  than  about  three 
hundred  of  their  numher  ventured  on  this  furious  attack,  of  whom  only  fix 
were  armed  Avith  firelocks,  the  refl;  with  pikes,  and  that  only  three  of  them 
were  killed,  and  fix  wounded,  by  the  difordered  foldiery. 

While  the  country  exhibited  a fcene  of  diftrefs  and  confternation,  houfes 
in  flames,  and  families  flying  on  all  fides  for  afylum,  the  loyalifis  to  the 
towns,  others  to  the  hills,  the  body  of  rebels,  under  Father  IMurphy,  marched 
from  Oulart,  flufiied  with  vidtory,  and  perpetually  augmented  on  its  way  by 
new  acceffions.  They  firft  took  polfeifion  of  Camolin,  a finall  town  fix  miles 
weftward  of  Gorey,  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  which  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
latter;  thence  they  advanced  to  Ferns  two  miles  further,  whence  the  loyalifis 
had  fled,  fix  miles  fouthward  to  Ennifcorthy,  whither  they  were  followed  by 
the  rebels;  who  on  their  arrival  before  that  town  amounted  to  the  number  of 
7000  men,  800  of  Avhom  were  armed  with  guns,  which  they  had  feized  at  Ca- 
molin almdft  immediately  after  they  had  been  fent  to  that  place  by  the  Earl  of 
Mountnorris.  About  one  o’clock  on  the  28th  of  May,  Ennifcorthy  was  at- 
tacked by  this  vafi  multitude,  and  after  a vigorous  defence  by  the  compara- 
tively fmall  garrifon,  was  left  in  pofielfion  of  the  infurgents.  The  garrifon 
retreated  and  fell  back  on  Wexford  : they  lofi  above  ninety  of  their  men,  and 
the  town  was  on  fire  in  feveral  places : they  M^ere  attended  by  a confufed  number 
of  unfortunate  loyal  inhabitants,  but  fortunately  were  not  purfued  by  the  rebels, 
who  eafily  might  hav'e  cut  them  olf  in  their  retreat.  Having  arrived  at  Wex- 
ford, they  again  retreated  from  that  town  on  the  30th  of  May.  The  cutting  off 
a company  of  the  Meath  militia  coming  to  their  relief  on  that  morning;  the 
taking  of  the  two  howitzers  they  had  with  them,  and  the  Donegal  detach- 
ment being  obliged  to  fall  back  into  Wexford,  after  an  unfuccefsful  conflift 
with  the  rebels,  threw  that  whole  garrifon  into  confternation ; the  men  of  the 
North  Cork,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Snowe,  became  extremely  in- 
fubordinate  : they  had  been  without  food,  except  a very  trifle,  fince  their  ar- 
rival from  Ennifcorthy,  and  had  been  upon  conftant  duty;  except  the  night 
they  marclied  in,  no  provifions  were  to  be  bought.  * Although  Captain 
Snowe  and  fome  other  officers  were  againfi  retreating,  the  Scarawalfli  Yeo- 
manry, with  their  officers,  and  the  men  of  the  North  Cork,  in  fpight  of  all  the 
officer's  endeavours  marched  out  of  the  town ; fome  fcaled  the  breaft  work ; 
Captain  Snowe  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  abandon  Inch  a number  of  men, 
he  therefore  took  the  charge  of  them,  and  fucceeded  in  keeping  them  toge- 
ther 


720 


AN  IIlSTOllICAL  REVIEW' 


ther  on  the  retreat,  and  preventing  every  fpecies  of  depredation  and  violence^ 
not  a fingle  inftance  of  which  occurred,  except  the  taking  fome  horfes  from 
the  adjacent  fields  to  mount  fome  of  the  fainting  and  worn  out-foldiers. 

The  men  ^rere  kept  together  till  night  fall,  when  upon  an  unexpected  fire 
on  them  at  Tailor’s  Town  Bridge,  they  difperfed  notwithltanding  every 
thing  Acere  done  to  rally  them,  and  Captain  SnoAve  after  experiencing  much 
fuffering  during  the  night,  did  not  arrive  at  Duncannon  fort  till  feven  o’clock 
the  next  morning. 

*To  difperfe  the  infurgents,  if  poflTible,  Avithout  battle  or  conceffion,  or  per- 
liaps  to  divert  their  attention  and  retard  their  progrefs,  an  expedient  Avas  af- 
fayed  by  Captain  Boyd  of  the  Wexford  cavalry.  This  officer  had,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a requifition  to  that  purpofe  of  the  ffieriff  and  other  gentlemen,  on 
the  25tli  and  27th,  from  information  or  fufpicion  of  treafonable  defigns,  ar- 
aefted  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey  of  Bargycaftle,  John  Henry  Colclough  of 
Ballytcigh,  and  Edward  Fitzgerald  of  NeAvpark,  all  three  refpedtable  gentle- 
men of  tire  county  of  Wexford.  Vifiting  them  in  prifon  on  the  29th,  Cap- 
tain Boyd  agreed  Avith  thefe  gentlemen,  that  one  of  them  fiiould  go  to  the 
rebels  at  Ennifeorthy,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade  them  to  difperfe  and  return 
to  their  homes ; but  Avould  not  give  authority  to  promife  any  terms  to  the 
infurgents  in  cafe  of  fubmiffion.  Colclough  at  the  requefi:  of  Mr.  Haiwey, 
agreed  to  go  on  condition  of  his  being  accompanied  hy  Mr,  Fitzgerald.  On 
the  arrival  of  thefe  two  gentlemen  at  Ennifeorthy,  about  four  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  fame  day,  they  found  the  rebels  in  a ftate  of  confufion,  diftra61ed  in 
their  councils,  and  undetermined  in  any  plan  of  operation;  fome  propofing 
to  attack  NewtOAVubarry,  others  Rofs,  others  Wexford,  others  to  remain  in 
their  prefent  pofts;  the  greater  number  to  march  home  for  the  defence  of 
their  houfes  again  ft  Orangemen,  f 

* Gordon,  2d  Edition,  p.  1 1 7,  Whenever  I refer  to  the  authority  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gordon, 
I doit  under  a full  conviAion,  that  he  has  throughout  his  hiftory  meant  and  intended,  as  an  upright 
and  honorable  man  to  reprefent  faAs  as  they  really  exifted.  I give  him  credit  therefore  for  what  he 
advances  pofitively.  The  public  is  much  indebted  to  a gentleman  of  his  profeffion,  who  nobly 
dares  to  fupport  the  truth  at  the  ritk  of  his  own  promotion  in  the  church.  There  is  unfortunately 
too  much  ground  to  prefume,  tliat  the  contrary  conduA  would  Iiave  rendered  his  preferment  more 
fure. 

f The  dread  of  Ora)ige7nen  not  of  Protejlants  appears  to  have  affeAed  thofe  rebels  throughout. 
Thus  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  has  perhaps  unintentionally  admitted  fp.  33  5 J “ that  on  Whitfunday 

they  rofe  in  mafs,  armed  with  pikes  and  guns,  and  vowed  vengeance  againft  the  Profefiants  as 

Orangemen. 
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*It  was  but  the  refolution  of  a moment  to  march  in  a body  to  attack  Wex- 
ford. i\Ir.  Fitzgerald  tliey  detained  in  the  camp,  and  ]\Ir.  Colclough  they 
fent  back  to  announce  their  hoftile  intentions. 

]^,Ir.  Colcloug’h  arrived  in  Wexford  early  in  the  evening,  and  waited  in  the 
bull  ring  (a  fmall  fquare  in  the  town  fo  denominated)  until  the  officers  and 
other  gentlemen  in  the  place  had  there  aflembled,  when  he  informed  them,  in 
a very  audible  voice  from  on  horfe-back,  that  having  gone  out,  according 
to  their  diredlions,  to  the  infurgents  on  Vinegar  hill,  he  found,  as  he  had  al- 
ready fuggefted  before  his  departure,  that  he  poffefled  no  influence  Avith  the 
people,  who  had  ordered  him  to  return  and  announce  their  determination  of 
inarching  to  the  attack  of  Wexford;  adding  that  they  had  detained  i\Ir.  Fitz- 
gerald. Mr.  Colclough  then  requefted  to  be  informed,  if  it  were  intended  to 
make  further  trial  of  his  fervices,  or  to  require  his  longer  attendance,  as  other- 
v’ife  they  muft  be  fenfible  how  eager  he  muft  be  to  relieve  the  anxiety  of  his 
family  by  his  prefence.  He  was  then  entreated  to  endeavour  to  maintain 
tranquillity  in  his  own  neighbourhood,  which  having  promifed  to  do  as  much 
as  in  his  poAver,  he  called  at  the  gaol  to  vifit  ]\Ir.  Harvey,  Avith  Avhom  he 
agreed,  (according  to  the  compadt  Avith  Captain  Boyd)  to  return  next  day 
and  take  his  place  in  the  gaol,  and  then  fet  oft'  through  the  barony  of  Forth, 
for  his  OAvn  dAvelling  at  Ballyteigue,  diftant  about  ten  miles  from  Wexford. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  Colonel  jMaxAvell,  of  the  Donegal  mi- 
litia, Avith  tAvo  hundred  men  of  his  regiment  and  a fix  pounder,  arrived  in 
Wexford  from  Duncannon  fort,  difpatched  by  General  FaAVTet,  Avho  had 
been  apprized  of  the  infurrection  on  the  27th,  by  Captain  Knox,  an  officer 
fent  to  efcort  Serjeant  Stanley,  a judge  of  affize,  on  his  Avay  to  jMunfter. 
This  reinforcement  being  infufficient,  an  exprefs  Avas  fent  from  the  mayor  of 
Wexford  to  the  general,  requefting  an  additional  force ; he  expeditioufly 
returned  Avith  an  exhilarating  anfAver,  that  the  general  himfelf  Avould  com- 
mence his  march  for  Wexford  on  the  fame  evening  from  Dungannon,  Avith 
the  13th  regiment,  four  companies  of  the  Meath  militia,  and  a party  of  ar- 
tillery Avith  tAA'o  hoAvitzers.  On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence.  Colonel  Max- 
Avell,  leaving  the  five  paft'es  into  the  tOAvn  guarded  by  the  yeoman  and  North 
Cork  militia,  took  poft  Avith  his  men  on  the  Avindmill  lull  aboA^e  the  tOAvn,  at 
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day  brftik  on  the  following  morning,  the  30th,  with  refolution  to  march 
againft  the  enemy  on  the  arrival  of  General  Fawcett's  army. 

That  general  had  marched  according  to  his  promife,  on  the  evening  of  the 
29th;  but  halting  at  Taghmon,  feven  miles  from  Wexford,  he  had  fent  for- 
Avard  a detachment  of  88  men,  including  18  of  the  artillery,  with  the  how- 
itzers, under  the  command  of  Captain  Adams,  of  the  Meath  militia.  This 
detachment  was  intercepted  early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  by  the  rebels 
under  the  Three  Rocks,  which  they  had  occupied  as  a military  ftation,  being 
about  three  miles  from  Wexford;  the  howitzers  were  taken,  and  almoft  the 
whole  party  flain.*  The  difmay  and  confufion  that  took  place  in  Wexford  is 
more  eafily  imagined  than  deferibed. 

Colonel  IMaxwell,  informed  of  the  deftrudtion  of  Captain  Adams’s  detach- 
ment by  tAvo  officers  Avho  had  efcaped  the  flaugliter,  advanced  immediately 
Avith  Avhat  forces  he  could  colledl  tOAvards  the  enemy  Avith,  defign  to  retake 
the  hoAvitzers,  and  cooperate  Avith  General  FaAveet,  of  Avhofe  retreat  he  had  no 
fufpicion,  but  observing  his  left  flank  expofed  by  the  retreat  of  fome  of  the 
Taghmon  cavalry  and  the  enemy,  making  a motion  tofurround  him,  he  re- 
tired to  Wexford,  Avith  the  lofs  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Watfon  killed,  and  tAvo 
privates  Avounded. 

Every  thing  noAV  Avore  the  afpe6l  of  a gloomy  defperate  confternation. 
Some  yeomen  and  fupplementaries  polled  nearly  oppofite  the  gaol,  Avere  heard 
continually  to  threaten  to  put  all  the  prifoners  to  death,  Avhich  fo  roufed  the 
attention  of  the  gaoler  to  protect  his  charge,  that  he  barricaded  the  door,  and 
delivered  up  the  key  to  Mr.  Harvey.  This  gentleman  AV’as,  indeed,  fo  ap- 
prehenfive  of  violence,  that  he  had  concealed  hirnfelf  in  the  chimney,  and  it 
Avas  not  Avithout  great  difficulty  that  fome  magiflrates  Avere  admitted  to  fee  Mr. 
Harvey  in  the  gaol,  and,  at  their  mofl  urgent  entreaties,  he  Avrote  the  fol- 
loAving  notice  to  the  infurgents. 

“ I have  been  treated  in  prifon  Avith  all  poffible  humanity,  and  am  noAv  at 
“ liberty.  I have  procured  the  liberty  of  all  the  prifoners.  If  you  pretend 

* ^The  following  official  account  was  given  of  this  affair,  ' 

" Dublin  Castle,  June  2d,  1798. 

“ ACCOUNTS  have  been  received  from  Major  General  Euftace  at  New  Rofs, 

ftating  that  Major  General  Fawcett  having  marched  with  a company  of  the  Meath  regiment 
“ from  Duncannon  fort,  this  fmall  force  was  furrounded  by  a very  large  body  between  Taghmon 
“ and  Wexford,  and  defeated:  General  Fawcett  effected  his  retreat  to  Duncannon  Fort.” 

“ to 
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“ to  chriftian  charity,  do  not  commit  maflacre,  or  burn  the  property  of  the 
“ inhabitants,  and  fpare  your  prifoners  lives. 

“ JVednefday,  30th  of  May,  1798-  “ B,  B.  Harvey.” 

This  note  was  undertaken  to  be  forwarded  by  one  Doyle,  a yeoman  of  the 
Heathfield  cavalry,  who  volunteered  this  hazardous  fervice  in  coloured  clothes; 
but  when  ready  to  fet  olf  he  was  difeovered  to  be  a Roman  Catholic,  and 
• therefore  refledted  upon,  for  fo  the  whifper  went  about,  “ how  could  a Papift 
“ be  trufted.?”  The  yeoman,  finding  his  zeal  meet  with  a reception  fo  con- 
trary to  his  expeftation,  again  put  on  his  uniform,  and  retreated  wfith  his 
captain  ; Counfellor  Richards  wdtli  his  brother,  then  undertook  to  announce 
the  furrender  of  the  town  to  the  infurgents,  whofe  camp  they  reached  in 
fafety,  though  clad  in  full  uniform.  Scarcely  had  thefe  deputies  fet  out 
updn  their  mifiion,  when  all  the  military  corps,  a part  of  the  Wexford  in- 
fantry under  Captain  Hughes  only  excepted,  made  the  heft  of  their  w'ay  out 
of  town  in  whatever  diredlion  they  imagined  they  could  find  fafety,  without 
acquainting  their  neighbours  on  duty  of  their  intentions.  The  principal  in- 
habitants, whofe  fervices  had  been  accepted  of  for  the  defence  of  the  town 
weremoftly  Catholics,  and,  according  to  the  prevalent  fyftem,  w'cre  fubjedl  to 
the  greateft  infults  and  refledlions.  They  were  ahvays  placed  in  front  of  the. 
pofts,  and  cautioned  to  behave  w^ell,  or  that  death  fiiould  be  confequence. 
Accordingly  perfons  were  placed  behind  them  to  keep  them  to  their  duty, 
and  thefe  were  fo  w^atchful  of  their  charge,  that  they  would  not  even  per- 
mit them  to  turn  about  their  heads.  Thus  WTre  the  armed  inhabitants  left 
at  their  poft,  abandoned  by  their  otficers,  and  aftually  ignorant  of  the  flight 
of  the  foldiery,  until  all  pofiible  means  of  retreating  were  cut  off.  LTpon 
the  approach  of  the  infurgents,  the  confufion  and  difmay  were  exceflive,  the 
few  remaining  officers  and  privates  ran  confufedly  through  the  towm,  threw 
off  their  uniforms,  and  hid  themfelves  wherever  their  fears  fuggefted.  Some 
ran  for  boats  to  convey  them  off,  and  threw  their  arms  and  ammunition  into 
thew^ater.  Some  from  an  infufticiency  of  men's  clothes  aflumed  female  attire 
tor  the  purpofe  of  difguife.  Extreme  confufion,  tumult,  and  panic  w'cre  • 
every  where  exhibited.  The  North  Cork  regiment  on  quitting  the  barracks 
had  fet  them  on  fire,  but  it  w^as  foon  after  put  out. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Richards  having  ariE  ed  at  the  Three  Rocks,  made 
it  known  to  the  rebel  chiefs,  that  they  were  deputed  to  inform  the  people,  that 
the  tow^n  would  be  furrendered  to  them,  on  condition  of  fparing  lives  and  pro- 
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perties;  thefe  terms,  they  were  informed,  would  not  be  complied  with,  un- 
Icfs  the  arms  and  ammunition  of  the  garrifon  were  ajfo  furrendered.  IMr. 
Loftus  Richards  was  therefore  detained  as  a hoflage,  and  Counfellor  Richards 
and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  Avere  fent  back  to  the  town,  to  fettle  and  arrange  the  ar- 
ticles of  capitulation  ; thefe  gentlemen  on  their  arrival,  to  their  aflonilh- 
ment  foumi  the  place  abandoned  by  the  military.  A rebel  multitude  Avas 
juft  ready  to  pour  in  and  take  unconditional  polfeffion  of  the  town.  It  Avas 
therefore  thought  necelfary  to  treat  Avith  them,  in  order  to  prevent  the  con- 
fequences  apprehended  from  fuch  a tumultuary  influx  of  people.  Doftor 
Jacob,  then  mayor  of  the  town  and  captain  of  the  Wexford  infantry,  en- 
treated Mr.  Fitzgerald  to  announce  to  the  people  rnflnng  in,  that  the  tOAvn 
Avas  actually  furrendered  ; and  to  ufe  every  argument,  that  his  prudence  might 
fuggeft,  to  make  their  entry  as  peaceable  as  poffible.  JVIr.  Fitzgerald  com- 
plied, and  inftantly  after  this  communication,  thoufands  of  people  poured 
into  thetoAvn,  over  the  Avooden  bridge,  flioutingand  exhibiting  all  the  marks 
of  extravagant  and  victorious  exultation.  They  firft  proceeded  to  the  gaol, 
releafed  all  the  prifoners,  and  infifted  that  INIr.  Harvey  fliould  become  their 
commander.  All  the  houfes  in  toAvn,  not  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants, 
noAv  became  decorated  Avith  green  boughs,  and  other  emblematic  fymbols 
of  infurgency.  The  doors  Avere  univerfally  throAvn  open,  and  the  moft  li- 
beral offers  made  of  fpirits  and  drink,  Avhich  however  Avere  not  as  freely  ac- 
cepted, until  the  perfons  offering  them  had  fnft  drank  themfelves,  as  a proof 
that  the  liquor  Avas  not  poifoned,  a report  having  prcwailed  to  that  cffe6t. 
This  circumftance  prevented  more  rapid  intoxication,  and  perhaps  many 
lamentable  excefles. 

The  infurgents  being  in  poffeffion  of  the  town,  feveral  of  the  yeomen, 
having  throAvn  of  their  uniforms,  affecled  Avith  all  the  figns  and  emblems  of 
the  LTnited  Irilhmen,  to  conAunce  them  of  their  unfeigned  cordiality  and 
friendfliip  ; thofe  Avho  did  not  throAv  open  their  doors  Avith  offers  of  refrefli- 
ment  and  accommodation  to  the  infurgents,  fuffered  by  plunder,  their  fub- 
ftance  being  confidered  as  enemy’s  property.  The  houfe  of  Captain  Boyd 
Avas  a fmgular  exception.  It  was,  though  not  deferted,  pillaged,  and  un- 
derAvent  all  the  effeds  of  popular  hatred  and  revenge. 

Thefe  troops  Avho  had  fled  from  Wexford,  fignalized  themfeh’es  in  their 
retreat  by  plundering  and  de\'aftating  the  country  ; by  burning  the  cabins  and 
fhooting  the  peafants  in  their  progrefs;  and  thus  they  augmented  the  number 

and 
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and  rage  of  the  infurgents.  Thefe  exceffes  were  feen  from  the  infurgents’ 
Ration  at  the  Three  rocks,  and  it  was  with  extreme  difliculty,  that  the  en- 
raged multitude  were  hindered  by  their  chiefs  from  ruflung  down  upon  Wex- 
ford and  taking  fummary  vengeance  of  tlie  town  and  its  inhabitants. 

The  turn  of  this  rebellion  now  rendered  both  fides  ferocious,  even  to  their 
affociates.  When  Gorey  could  be  no  longer  defended  by  the  fmall  garrifon 
of  thirty  of  the  North  Cork  militia  and  fome  undifeiplined  yeomen,  though 
reinforced  by  a detachment  of  the  Antrim  militia  on  the  27th  of  IMay,  or- 
ders were  given  to  evacuate  the  town  on  the  next  morning  at  five  o’clock  and 
retire  to  Arklow.  This  retreat  was  a melancholy  feene  of  confufion,  fear, 
and  defperation : the  reception  the  fugitives  found  at  Arklow  was  ill  fuited 
to  relieve  their  calamitous  fituation.  Fainting  Avith  hunger,  thirfi,  fatigue, 
and  thcAvant  of  deep,  they  Avere  denied  admittance  into  the  toAvn,  and  forced 
to  feek  refi  and  refuge  under  the  neighbouring  hedges ; fome  of  the  bet- 
ter fort  Avere  by  faA^or  admitted,  on  condition  of  quitting  the  tOAvn  in  half  an 
hour.  Thofe  that  entered,  Av^re  obliged  to  deliA’er  their  arms  at  the  gate  of  the 
barrack  to  the  guard,  Avho  promifed  to  reftore  them  ; inftead  of  A\diich,  they 
Avere  aftei  Avards  formed  into  a pile  in  the  yard  of  the  barrack  and  burned. 
One  man  ferupling  to  furrender  his  arms,  Avas  Ihot  by  the  guard.  No  re- 
frelhment  could  be  procured  by  money  for  man  or  horfe ; the  hearts  of  the 
inhabitants  Avere  hardened.  As  the  rebels  had  bent  their  courfe  to  the  fouth, 
Gorey  remained  unmolefied  though  defiitute  of  defence,  and  filled  Avith  a 
variety  of  goods  brought  thither  for  fafety ; hut  the  pilfering  of  the  loAver 
clafs  of  the  toAvns-folk  Avas  prevented  by  the  better  fort  of  Catholics, 
Avho  formed  themfelves  into  guards  to  protedl  the  houfes  of  their  Proteftant 
neighbours.  On  the  30th  and  3lfi  of  iSIay,  the  greater  part  of  the  fugitiA’es 
returned  from  about  Arklow  to  their  homes,  and  the  militia  and  yeomanry, 
Avho  had  abandoned  Gorey,  on  the  28 th  refumed  their  fiation. 

The  toAvn  of  Ennil'corthy  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a commanding  emi- 
nence called  Vinegar  Hill:  here  the  rebels  formed,  Avhat  they  called  a camp:* 
made  entrenchments  round  it,  and  placed  fome  batteries  on  them.  They 
then  ftationed  a large  garrifon  in  the  toAvn,  which  was  relicA’ed  every  day  by 

* It  is  remarkable  that  the  fmall  town  of  Clonnegall,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Holmes, 
(a  juftice)  of  the  North  Cork,  was  kept  under  fnch  laudable  difeipline  and  firmnefs,  that  though 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carnew,  it  never  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

' an 
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an  officer's  guard  from  the  camp,  Such  great  numbers  of  the  lower  clafs 
of  the  people  from  the  adjacent  country  flocked  to  their  camp,  that  it  foon 
confided  of  at  leaft  ten  thoufand  men,  women  and  children.  They  pofted 
drong  picquct  guards,  centinels,  and  videts  in  all  the  avenues  leading  to 
the  town,  and  for  fome  miles  round  it.  They  then  proceeded  to  deftroy, 
with  wanton  and  bigotted  ferocity,  the  interior  of  the  church  of  Ennif- 
corthy.* 

A body  of  more  than  1000  rebels  in  advancing  towards  Gorey  on  the  id 
of  June,  had  taken  pofiefiion  of  afmall  village  called  Ballycannoo,  four  miles 
to  the  fouth  of  Gorey,  and  were  proceeding  to  take  pofieffion  of  an  advan- 
tageous pod  called  Ballymanaann  Hill,  midway  between  the  village  and  the 
to^^'n,  when  they  were  met  by  the  Avhole  of  the  fmall  garrifon  of  Gorey, 
and  by  a dcady  and  well  directed  fire,  the  rebels  were  foon  completely  rout- 
ed. The  garrifon  confided  only  of  twenty  of  the  Antrim  and  twenty  of  the 
North  Cork  militia,  with  fifty  yeoman  infantry,  and  three  troops  of  yeoman 
cavaliy.f  Had  the  cavalry  purfued,  they  might  have  greatly  annoyed  the 
rebels.  This  victorious  band  on  their  return  to  Gorey  fired  mod  of  the  houfes 
at  Ballicannoo,  and  entered  the  town  in  triumph  with  100  horfes  and  other 
fpQil,  which  they  had  taken.  In  this,  as  in  every  other  engagement  at  the 
beginning  of  the  rebellion,  the  infurgents  elevated  their  guns  too  much  for 
execution ; which  accounts  for  the  paucity  of  the  dain  on  the  part  of  the 
king's  troops : on  this  occafion  three  only  were  wounded  and  none  killed. 
The  rebels  are  faid  to  have  loft  above  threefcore. 

This  fuccefs,  coupled  with  that  at  Newtonbarry,  gave  a momentary  check  to 
the  ardor  of  the  rebels.  A party  from  Vinegar  Hill  furrounded  this  latter  town 


* This  is  the  firft  outrage  committed  by  the  rebels  on  a Proteftant  church.  They  were  afterwards 
repeated  in  fome,  though  not  very  many  inftances.  In  order  to  avoid  the  odious  detail  of  the  wan- 
ton deftru61ion  of  places  of  divine  worlliip,  a lift  may  be  feen  of  tlie  Catholic  chapels  deftroyed  in 
time  of  and  after  the  rebellion  in  Appendix,  No.  CXII. 

f The  Reverend  Mr.  Gordon  recounts  (p.  136.)  an  occurrence  after  the  battle,  of  which  his 
fon  was  a witnefs,  which  greatly  illuftrates  the  ftate  of  the  country  at  that  time : two  yeomen 
“ coming  to  a brake  or  clump  of  buihes,  and  obferving  a fmall  motion,  as  if  fome  perfons  were 
hiding  there,  one  of  them  fired  into  it,  and  the  fliot  was  anfwered  by  a moft  piteous  and  loud 
“ fcreech  of  a child.  The  other  yeoman  was  then  urged  by  his  companion  to  fire  j but  he  being 
a gentleman,  and  lefs  ferocious,  inftead  of  firing,  commanded  the  concealed  perfons  to  appear, 
“ when  a poor  woman  and  eight  children,  almoft  naked,  one  of  whom  was  feverely  wounded, 
“ came  trembling  from  the  brake,  where  they  had  fecreted  themfelves  for  fafety." 
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in  liich  a manner,  that  Colonel  L’Eftrange,  more  haftily  it  appears,  than  necef- 
farily,  gave  orders  to  abandon  it,  contrary  to  the  earneft  remonftrances  of 
the  othcers  of  the  yeomen  and  volunteers.  After  a retreat  of  about  a mile, 
he  yielded  to  the  folicitations  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Weftenra,  and  fuffereci 
the  troops  to  be  led  back  to  the  fuccour  of  a few  determined  loyalifts,  who 
had  remained  in  the  town,  and  continued  a fire  on  the  enemy  from  fome 
houfes.  "1  his  accidental  manoeuvre  had  all  the  advantages  of  a preconcerted 
ftratagem.  The  rebels,  who  had  rulhed  into  the  ftreet  in  a confufed  multi- 
tude, intent  on  plunder  and  devaftation,  and  totally  unapprehenfive  of  the 
return  of  the  troops,  were  unprepared  and  driven  out  of  the  town  with  the 
lofs  of  about  two  hundred  men.* 

One  of  the  great  mifchiefs  attendant  upon  the  necefiary  difperfion  of  our 
troops  into  fmall  detachments,  was  the  multiplication  of  commands : which 
fometimes  necefifarily  fell  upon  perfons  little  (jualified  for  that  arduous  charge, 
under  the  critical  and  delicate  fituation  of  the  army.  Whatever  excelfes 
and  faults  were  unfortunately  committed  by  them,  caftdifgrace  and  obloquy 
upon  the  fervice  in  general.  tOn  advice  received  at  Newtonbarry  of  the 
attack  intended  by  the  rebels,  an  exprefs  had  been  fent  to  Clonnegall,  two 
miles  and  a half  diftant,  ordering  the  troops  pofted  there  to  march  immedi- 
ately to  Newtonbarry.  The  commander  of  thefe  troops,  Lieutenant  Young 
of  the  Donegal  militia,  inftead  of  marching  immediately,  fpent  two  hours  in 
hanging  four  prifoners,  in  fpite  of  the  urgent  remonftrances  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  town,  and  an  officer  of  the  North  Cork,  who  confidered  thefe 
men  as  not  deferving  death : fome  of  them  having  actually  declined  to 
join  the  rebels,  w'hen  it  was  fully  in  their  power.  By  this  delay,  and  an  un- 
accountably circuitous  march,  three  miles  longer  than  the  direct  road,  the 
troops  arrived  not  at  Newtonbarry  till  after  the  a6tion  was  entirely  over.  Mr. 
Young,  on  his  arrival  in  Clonnegall,  had  commanded  the  inhabitants  to  fur- 
nith  every  individual  of  his  foldiers  with  a feather-bed,  and  had,  without 
the  leaft  ncceffity,  turned  Mr.  Derenzy,  a brave  and  loyal  gentlemen  and  his 
children,  out  of  their  beds.  When  remonftrances  were  made  to  this  officer 
for  the  inceffant  depredations  of  his  men,  his  anfwer  was,  “ I am  the  com- 
“ manding  officer,  and  damn  the  croppies.” 

* The  light  in  which  this  conduct  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Newtonbarry  was  fet  forth  in 
the  official  bulletin,  was,  t//at  he  at  Jirft  retreated  in  order  to  collet  his  force. 
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Tlie  rebels  liaving  been  foiled  in  their  late  efforts,  and  di/licartened  at  their 
recent  defeats,  had  taken  poll  on  Corrigrua  hill  in  great  foice,  where  they 
refted  on  their  arms  till  the  4th  of  June,  hleantime,  the  Ions:  and  anxiouflv 
expedled  army  under  General  Loftus,  arrived  atGorey.  The  fight  of  fifteen 
hundred  fine  troops,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery,  filled  every  loyal  hreaft  with 
confidence,  that  the  immediate  and  total  difperfion  of  the  rebels  was  at  liand. 
The  plan  was,  to  march  the  army  in  two  divifions,  by  different  roads  at  Cor- 
rigrua, and  attack  the  enemy  in  conjunction  Avith  other  troops.  The  rebels 
were  in  the  mean  time  preparing  to  quit  Corrigrua,  and  to  inarch  to  Gorey. 
Information  had  been  received  by  the  rebel  chiefs,  of  the  intended  mo- 
tions of  the  army,  and  they  acted  upon  it.  But  when  intelligence  of  the 
plan  of  the  rebels  march  was  brought  to  the  army,  by  a refpedtable  farmer, 
named  Thomas  Dowling,  the  officers  defpifed  his  information,  and  even 
threatened  him  with  imprifonment.  Both  armies  marched  about  the  fame 
time:  that  of  the  rebels  furprifed  a divifion  under  Colonel  Walpole*,  at  a place 
called  Tubberneering.  The  rebels  inftantly  poured  a tremendous  fire  from  the 
fields  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  and  he  received  a bullet  through  the  head  from 
the  firft  fire.  His  troops  fled  in  the  utinoft  diforder,  leaving  their  cannon,  con- 
fiding of  two  fix  pounders,  and  a fmaller  piece,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
They  were  purfued  as  far  as  Gorey,  in  their  flight  through  which,  they  were 
o-alled  bv  the  fire  of  fonie  of  the  rebels  who  had  taken  ftation  in  the  lioufes. 
The  unfortunate  loyalifts  of  Gorey,  once  more  fled  to  Arklow  with  the  routed 
arinv,  leaving  all  their  effedts  behind. 

Vliile  Walpole’s  divifion  Avas  attacked  by  the  enemy.  General  Loftus,  being 
Avithin  hearing  of  the  mufquetry,  detached  feventy  men,  the  grenadier  com- 
pany of  the  yVntrim  militia,  acrofs  the  fields  to  its  affiftance ; but  they  Avere 
intercepted  by  the  rebels,  and  ahnoft  all  killed  or  taken.  The  general,  ftill 
ignorant  of  the  fate  of  Colonel  Walpole's  divifion,  aiifl  unable  to  bring  his 
artillery  acrofs  the  fields,  continued  his  march  along  the  higliAray,  by  a long 

* This  gentleman  was  a relative  and  favorite  of  Lord  Camden’s.  He  was  no  foldier;  but  being 
ambitious  of  lignaliring  birafelf  in  the  rebellion,  had,  through  importunity  at  the  caftle,  where 
favor  had  too  frequently  outweighed  merit,  procured  the  command  of  five  hundred  men.  He  had 
only  one  quality  of  a foldier — courage;  which,  without  diferetion  in  a commander,  becomes  ralli- 
nefs.  He  refufed  to  employ  fcouts  or  flanking  parties ; and  was  not  aware  of  the  enemy  till  they 
were  within  gun  fliot.  He  was  confpicuoufly  mounted  on  a white  charger,  in  full  uniform  and 
plumage.  ' 
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circuit,  to  the  field  of  battle,  where  he  was  fii  ft  acquainted  with  the  melan- 
choly event.  For  forae  way  he  followed  the  rebels  toward  Gorcy,  but  findlno- 
them  pofted  on  Gorey-hill,  from  which  they  fired  upon  him  the  cannon  taken 
from  Colonel  Walpole,  he  retreated  to  Carnew;  and  ftill  contrary  to  the  opi- 
nion of  moft  of  his  officers,  thinking  Carnew  an  unfafe  pofl,  though  at  the 
head  of  twelve  hundred  effective  men,  he  abandoned  that  part  of  the  country 
to  the  rebels,  and  retreated  nine  miles  farther,  to  the  town  of  Tuliow,  in  the 
county  of  Carlow. 

Whilfl  one  formidable  body  of  the  Wexford  infurgents  was  advancing  to- 
■ward  the  north,  another  ftill  more  formidable  was  preparing  to  penetrate  to 
the  fouth  weft.  The  conqueft  of  New  Rofs,  which  is  fituated  on  the  river 
formed  by  the  united  ftreams  of  the  Nord  and  the  Barrow,  would  have  laid 
open  a communication  with  the  difaffedted  in  the  counties  of  Waterford  and 
Kilkenny,  in  which  many  thoufands  were  fuppofed  ready  to  rife  in  arms  at 
the  appearance  of  their  fuccefsful  confederates.  The  poffeffion  of  that  import- 
ant poll,  when  it  might  have  been  effected  without  oppofition,  immediately 
upon  their  fuccefs  at  Ennifcorthy,  had,  fortunately  for  the  royal  caufe, 
been  abandoned  on  account  of  a perfonal  difference  amongfi  their  chiefs. 
The  rebel  army  at  Wexford  chofe  Beauchamp  Bagenal  tiarvey,*  as  foon  as 
he  was  liberated  from  prifon,  for  their  generaliffimo,  and  they  divided  into 
two  main  bodies  : one  of  which  directed  its  courfe  northward  to  Gorev  ; the 
other,  which  was  headed  by  Harvey  in  perfon,  took  poft  on  Carrickbuni 
mountain,  within  fix  miles  of  Rofs,  Avhere  it  was  reviewed  and  organized  till 
the  4th  of  June,  when  it  marched  to  Corbet  hill,  within  a mile  of  that  town 
which  it  was  intended  to  attack  the  next  morning.  Harvey,  though  neither 


* The  following  was  the  form  of  their  appointment. 

“ AT  a meeting  of  the  commanders  of  the  united  army,  held  at  Carrickburn  camp, 
on  the  ift  of  June,  1798,  it  was  unanimoully  agreed,  that  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey  tlioukl  be 
" appointed  and  eledted  commander  in  chief  of  the  united  army  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  from 
and  after  the  firfl;  day  of  June,  1798. 

“ Signed  by  order  of  the  different  commanding  officers  of  the  camp, 

“ Nicholas  Gray,  Secretary.” 

It  was  likewife  agreed,  that  Edward  Roche  ffiould  from  and  after  the  ift  day  of  June  inftant, 
be  eledted,  and  is  hereby  eledled  a general  officer  of  the  united  army  of  tlie  county  of  Wexford. 

“ Signed  by  the  above  authority, 
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deftltute  of  perfonal  courage,  nor  of  a good  underftanding,  pofTeffed  no  milt- 
tary  experience,  much  lefs  thofe  rare  talents,  by  Avhich  an  undifciplined  mul- 
titude may  be  directed  and  controled.  He  formed  the  plan  of  an  attack  on 
three  different  parts  of  the  town  at  once,  AV'hich  would  probably  have  fuc- 
ceeded  had  it  been  put  in  execution.  Having  fent  a fummons  to  General 
J ohnfon,  the  commander  of  the  king’s  troops,  with  a flag  of  truce,  to  furrender 
the  town,  the  bearer  of  it,  one  Furlong,  was  fliot  by  a centinel  of  an  out-pofl.* 
AVhilft  Harvey  was  arranging  his  forces  for  the  alfault,  they  were  galled  by 
the  fire  of  fome  out-pofts ; he  ordered  a brave  young  man,  of  the  name  of 
Kelly,  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  men,  and  drive  in  the  out 
pofis.  Kelly  was  followed  confufedly  by  a much  greater  number  than  he  wiflied ; 
he  executed  his  commiffion  ; but  could  not  bring  back  the  men  as  ordered  ; 
they  ruflied  impetuoufly  into  the  town,  drove  back  the  cavalry  with  flaugh- 
ter  on  the  infantry,  feized  the  cannon,  and  being  followed  in  their  fuccefs- 
ful  career  by  crouds  from  the  hills,  feemed  fome  time  nearly  mafters  of  the 
town.  From  a full  perfuafion  of  a decided  vidtory  in  favor  of  the  rebel  army, 
fome  officers  of  the  garrifon  fled  to  Waterford,  twelve  miles  diftant,  with  the 
alarming  intelligence. 

The  original  plan  of  attack  was  thus  defeated  by  this  premature,  though 
fuccefsful  onfet,  in  one  quarter ; the  Dublin  and  Donegal  militia  maintained 
their  pofts  at  the  market  houfe,  and  at  aftation  called  Fairgate,  and  prevented 
the  rebels  from  penetrating  into  the  centre  of  the  town  ; while  Major  Gene- 
ral Johnfbn,  aided  by  the  extraordinary  exertions  of  an  inhabitant  of  Rofs, 

* To  flioot  all  perfons  carrying  flags  of  truce  from  the  rebels,  appears  to  have  been  a maxim  with 
his  majefty’s  forces.  This  meafure  if  wife,  was  certainly  lefs  produ£live  of  good,  than  evil  confe- 
quences.  In  Furlong’s  pocket  was  found  the  following  letter  of  fummons  to  General  Johnfon. 

“ SiK, 

AS  a friend  to  humanity,  I requeft  you  will  furrender  the  town  of  Rofs  to 
“ the  Wexford  forces,  now  aflfembled  againft  that  town ; your  refiftance  will  but  provoke  rapine 
“ and  plunder,  to  the  ruin  of  the  moft  innocent.  Flulhed  with  victory,  the  Wexford  forces,  now 
“ innumerable  and  irrefiftible,  will  not  be  controlled,  if  they  meet  with  refiftance.  To  prevent, 
“ therefore,  the  total  ruin  of  all  property  in  the  town,  I urge  you  to  a fpeedy  furrender,  which 
“ you  will  be  forced  to  in  a few  hours,  with  lofs  and  bloodthed,  as  you  are  furrounded  on  all  fides. 
“ Your  anfwer  is  required  in  four  hours.  Mr.  Furlong  carries  this  letter,  and  will  bring  the 
“ anfwer. 

“ I am.  Sir, 

“ B.B.  Harvey, 

“ Ca?np  at  Corbet  Hill,  half  pafl  three  o'clock  General  commanding,  &c,  &c,  &c.” 

in  the  morning,  June  b,  1798.”’ 

named 
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named  M‘Cormick,  who  had  ferved  in  the  army,  tliough  not  then  in  com- 
mihion,  brought  back  to  the  charge  the  troops  that  had  fled  acrofs  the  river 
to  the  Kilkenny  fide ; they  prefently  recovered  their  poft,  and  drove  the  rebels 
from  the  town,  the  outflcirts  of  which  were  now  in  flames,  fired  by  the  afiail- 
ants  or  difaffe6led  inhabitants,  as  Ennifcorthy  had  been.  The  rebels,  in  their 
turn,  rallied  by  their  chiefs,  returned  with  fury  to  tlie  aflault,  and  regained 
fome  ground.  Again  diflodged  by  the  fame  exertions  as  before,  and  a third 
time  rallied,  they  were  at  lafi:  finally  repulfed,  after  an  engagement  of  above 
ten  hours,  ending  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  official  bulletin,  publiflied  at  Dublin  on  the  8th  of  June,  flated,  that  on 
the  5th,  about  fix  in  the  morning,  the  rebels  attacked  the  pofition  of  General 
Johnfon,  at  New  Rofs,  with  a very  large  force  and  great  impetuofity ; but 
that,  after  a conteft  of  feveral  hours,  they  were  completely  repulfed.  The  lofs 
of  the  rebels  was  very  great,  the  ftreets  being  literally  ftrewed  with  their  car- 
cafles.  An  iron  gun  upon  a fliip  carriage  had  been  taken  ; and  late  in  the 
evening  they  retreated  entirely  to  Carrickbyrne,  leaving  feveral  iron  fliip 
guns  not  mounted. 

General  Johnfon  Rated,  that  too  much  praife  could  not  be  given  to  the 
forces  under  his  command. 

The  general  feverely  regretted  the  lofs  of  that  brave  officer.  Lord  Mount- 
joy,  who  fell  early  in  the  conteft.  A return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  his 
majefty’s  forces  had  not  then  been  received,  but  it  appeared  not  to  have  been 
confiderable.  It  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  about  300,  though  the  official  de- 
tail afterwards  made  reduced  them  to  about  half  that  number,* 

* The  impetuofity  and  ardor  with  which  the  rebels  aflailed  the  town  of  Rofs,  and  the  prodi- 
gality with  which  they  threw  away  their  lives,  furpafled  belief.  The  troops  did  not  (land  it ; 
and  the  difficulty,  with  which  that  rble  and  meritorious  officer.  General  Johnfon,  rallied  them, 
proves  the  terror,  which  this  ferocious,  though  irregular  charge  of  the  rebels  had  created.  The  firft 
affailants  had  no  fooner  difiodged  the  troops,  than,  infteadof  purfuing  them  on  their  retreat,  they  fell 
moll  voracioully  to  plunder,  and  became  quickly  difabled  to  adl  from  intoxication,  whereby  they 
were  fo  eafily  repulfed  on  the  return  of  the  fugitive  troops.  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  fays,  (p.  410) 

that  fuch  was  their  enthufiafm,  that  though  whole  ranks  of  them  were  feen  to  fall,  they  were 

fucceeded  by  others,  who  feemed  to  court  the  fate  of  their  companions,  by  milling  on  our  troops 
“ with  renovated  ardor.” 

One  rebel,  emboldened  by  fanaticifm  and  drankennefs,  advanced  before  his  comrades,  feized  z 
gun,  crammed  his  hat  and  wig  into  it,  and  cried  out,  “ come  on,  boys,  her  mouth  is  flopped.”  At 
that  inllant  the  gunner  laid  the  match  to  the  gun,  and  blew  the  unfortunate  favage  to  atoms.  This 
fatSl  has  been  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  a perfon  w ho  faw  it  from  a window. 
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Bloody  as  was  the  carnage  at  New  Rofs,  where  the  rebels  were  faid  to  have 
loft  between  two  and  three  thoufand  men,  the  horror  of  that  fcene  vanilhed 
before  the  inhuman  maffacre  of  a number  of  unfortunate  prifoners,*  men, 

women, 

* Such  inhuman  maffacres  in  cold  blood  are  in  their  nature  too  horrible  to  find  advocates,  whe- 
ther perpetrated  under  the  brutal  orders  of  a king’s  officer  on  avowed  rebels,  or  of  rebels  in 
retaliation  ; by  a Henry  at  Agincourt,  a Suwarrow  at  Praga,  or  a Bonaparte  in  Paleftine.  To  a 
deed  fo  foul  the  grofleft  mifinterpretation  rauft  be  expdted  in  the  frantic  rage  of  party  to  be  fuper- 
added  to  its  own  effential  atrocity.  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  (p.  4S6)  has  afferted,  that  ” John  Murphy, 
the  rebel  captain,  Nicholas  Sweetman,  and  William  Devereux,  who  both  held  the  fame  rank, 
eommanded  a guard  of  300  rebels,  and  that  when  the  rebel  army  began  to  give  way  at  Rofs,  an 
exprefs  was  fent  to  Murphy,  to  put  the  Proteftant  prifoners  to  death,  as  the  king’s  troops  were 
gaining  the  day  ; but  Murphy  refufed  to  comply  without  a diredl  order  from  the  general : that  he 
foon  after  received  another  meffage  to  the  fame  purpofe,  with  this  addition,  that  the  prifoners,  if 
releafed,  would  become  very  furious  and  vindi6tive  : that  Ihortly  a third  exprefs  arrived,  faying 
the  prieft  gave  orders  that  the  prifoners  fhould  be  put  to  death ; that  the  rebels,  on  hearing  the 
fanftion  of  the  prieft,  became  outrageous,  and  began  to  pull  off  their  clothes,  the  better  to  per- 
form the  bloody  deed.” 

There  is  no  queftion,  but  that  the  rebels  were  univerfally  and  unexceptionably  determined  upon 
the  principle  of  retaliation  and  retribution  : they  confidered  every  man  that  loft  his  life  under  mili- 
tary execution,  without  trial,  as  a murdered  vidtim  whofe  blood  was  to  be  revenged  : fo  fanguinary 
and  vindidtive  had  this  warfare  fatally  become.  Befides  numerous  inftances  of  fuch  military  exe- 
cutions, wherever  the  army  had  gained  an  advantage,  they  bore  deeply  in  their  minds  the  delibe- 
rate and  brutal  murder  of  thirty-eight  prifoners,  moft  of  whom  had  not  (at  leaft  who  were  faid  and 
believed  not  to  have)  committed  any  adl  of  treafon  at  Dunlavin  on  the  24th  of  May  ; and  the  like 
wanton  and  atrocious  murder  of  thirty-nine  prifoners  of  the  like  defcription  at  Carnew,  on  the  morn- 
ingof  Whitfun  Monday,  merely  becaufe  the  party,  w'hich  had  them  in  cuftody,  had  orders  to  march, 
and  they  were  unwilling  to  difcharge  them,  but  wanted  time  to  examine,  much  more  to  try  them. 
A gentleman  of  pundtilious  veracity  and  retentive  memory  has  aflured  me,  that  he  was  prefent  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  the  examination  of  a Mr.  Frizell,  a perfon  of  refpedlability,  at  the  bar 
of  that  houfe,  in  the  fummer  of  1 798,  who  was  a prifoner  in  the  houfe  of  Scullabogue  on  the  4th  of 
June.  He  was  atked  every  queftion  that  could  be  fuggefted  relativ'e  to  the  malTacre  : to  which  his 
anfwers  were  fubftantially  as  follows  ; That  having  been  taken  prifoner  by  a party  of  the  rebels,  he 
was  confined  to  a room  on  the  ground  floor  in  Scullabogue  houfe,  with  twenty  or  thirty  other  per- 
fons  ; that  a rebel  guard  with  a pike  flood  near  the  window,  with  whom  he  converfed  : that  per- 
sons were  frequently  called  out  of  the  room  in  which  he  was  by  name,  and  he  believes  were  foon 
after  fliot,  as  he  heard  the  report  of  mufquets  fhortly  after  they  bad  been  fo  called  out ; that  he 
underftood  that  many  were  burned  in  the  barn,  the  fmoke  of  which  he  could  difcover  from  the  win- 
dow ; that  the  centinel  pikeman  aflTured  him,  that  they  would  not  hurt  a hair  of  his  head,  as  he 
was  always  known  to  have  behaved  well  to  the  poor  : that  he  did  not  know  of  his  own  knowledge, 

but 
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women,  and  children,  mofily  Proteftants,  burned  to  death  in  a barn  at  Scul- 
labogue  on  the  evening  of  that  fame  day.  Scullabogue  houfe,  which  is  the 
property  of  a Mr.  King,  was  fituated  at  the  foot  of  Carrickburn  mountain. 
When  the  rebel  army  marched  to  Corbet  hill,  thefe  prifoners  had  been  left 
under  a guard,  commanded  by  John  Murphy,  of  Loghnaghur.  The  run- 
aways declared,  that  the  royal  army  in  Rofs  were  flrooting  all  the  prifoners, 
and  butchering  the  Catholics,  who  had  fallen  into  their  hands,  feigned  an 
order  from  Harvey  for  the  execution  of  thofe  at  Scullabogue.  This  order, 
which  Harvey  himfelf,  a Proteftant,  and  a man  of  humanity,  was  utterly  in- 
capable of  giving,  IMurphy  is  faid  to  have  refifted ; but  his  refiftance  was 
vain.  Thirty-feven  were  Ihot  and  piked  at  the  hall  door ; and  the  reft,  a 
hundred  and  eighty-four  in  number  according  to  report,  crammed  into  a 
barn,  were  burned  ali^■e,  the  roof  being  fired,  and  ftraw  throMii  into  the 
flames  to  feed  the  conflagration. 

It  appears  upon  the  whole,  that  the  burning  of  the  prifoners  at  Sculla- 
bogue was  not,  as  has  been  generally  reprefented,  the  confequence  of  any  re- 
gular ofder  or  fyftem,  but  perpetrated  by  fome  runav'ay  rebels  from  the  affault 
on  Rofs  (the  coward  being  ever  cruel),  who,  to  palliate  their  own  flight,  in- 
vented or  magnified  the  cruelty  of  the  king’s  troops.  It.  is  generally  be- 
lieved, that  feveral  perfons,  who  were  on  guard  at  Scullabogue,  and  fuffered 
for  the  tranfaclion,  were  in  truth  the  moft  innocent  of  that  inhuman  and  bar- 
barous maffacre.* 

but  only  from  the  reports  current  amongft  the  prifoners,  what  the  particular  caufe  was,  for  which 
the  rebels  had  fet  fire  to  the  barn.  Upon  which,  Mr.  Ogle  rofe  with  precipitancy  from  his  feat, 
and  put  this  queftion  to  him  with  great  eagernefs  : Sir,  tell  us  what  the  caufe  was.  It  having  been 
fuggcftcd,  that  the  queftion  would  be  more  regularly  put  from  the  chair,  it  was  repeated  to  him  in 
form  } and  Mr.  Frizell  anfwered,  that  the  only  caufe  that  he,  or  he  believed  the  other  prifoners 
ever  underftood,  induced  the  rebels  to  this  a(!ition,  was,  that  they  had  received  intelligence,  that  tlie 
military  were  again  putting  all  the  rebel  prifoners  to  death  in  the  town  of  Rofs,  as  they  had  done  ai 
Dunlavin  and  Carnew.  Mr.  Ogle  ailced  no  more  queftions  of  Mr.  Frizell,  and  he  was  foon  after 
difmifl'ed  from  the  bar.  To  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  prefent  at  this  examination,  the  truth  of 
this  ftatement  is  fubmitted. 

* According  to  fome  accounts,  about  fifteen  Catholics  periftied  in  this  barn.  But  I find,  in  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Caulfield  to  Dr.  Troy,  of  the  29th  of  Oftober,  1799  j that  he  could  “ mention  but 
" feven,  viz.  two  men  of  the  name  of  Neille,  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Shalloe’s  chapel,  Johnfton  a piper, 
“ Eleanor  Ryan  a fervant  maid,  Edward  Ryan  her  father,  and  Edward  Killa  a herd.  The  people  at 
''  Wexford  (town)  were  not  the  authors  of  that  maiTacre,  nor  had  tliey  any  hand  in  it.  We  can- 

not  tell  who  cotftmanded  the  girard  that  remained  there.” 
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On  the  clay  enfuing  the  rebels  defeat  at  Rofs,  they  re-aflumed  their  former 
pofition  on  Carrickburn  hill.  Great  difeontent  pervaded  the  whole  army 
from  their  failure  on  the  preceding  day.  Loud  murmurs  were  heard  againft 
their  commander  in  chief,  who  in  confequence  thereof  refigned  his  command, 
and  retired  to  Wexford.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  much  difgufted,  not  only 
at  the  turn  of  events  in  the  field,  but  more  particularly  at  the  general  in- 
fubordination  that  prevailed  throughout  their  ranks.  Being  a man  of  natu- 
ral benevolence  and  humanity,  he  was  fiiocked  at  the  maffacre  at  Sculla- 
bogue  : and  the  lafi  a6l  of  his  power  was,  the  ifluing  general  orders  denounc- 
ing the  penalty  of  death  againfl  fuch  perfons,  as  fhould  murder  the  prifoners, 
burn  any  houfe,  or  commit  any  plunder,  without  fpecial  written  orders  from 
the  commander  in  chief.  * 

The 


* GENERAL  ORDERS. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  General  and  feveral  Officers  of  the  United  Army  of  the  County  of  Wexford, 
the  following  Refolutions  were  agreed  upon  : 

Refolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  ffiall  fend  guards  to  certain  baronies  for  the  purpofe  of 
bringing  in  all  men  they  (hall  find  loitering  or  delaying  at  home,  or  elfewhere  ; and  if  any  refin- 
ance be  given  to  thofe  guards  fo  to  be  fent  by  the  commanding  officer's  orders,  it  is  our  defire  and 
orders,  that  fuch  perfons  fo  giving  refiftance,  fliall  be  liable  to  be  put  to  death  by  the  guards,  who 
are  to  bear  a commiffion  for  that  purpofe;  and  all  fuch  perfons  fo  to  be  found  loitering  and  delaying 
at  home,  when  brought  in  by  the  guards,  lliall  be  tried  by  a court-martial,  appointed  and  chofen 
from  amongft  the  commanders  of  all  the  different  corps,  and  be  puniflied  with  death. 

'Refolved,  That  all  officers  fliall  immediately  repair  to  their  refpetStive  quarters,  and  remain  with 
their  different  corps,  and  not  depart  therefrom  under  pain  of  death,  unlefs  authorized  to  quit  by 
written  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief  for  that  purpofe. 

It  is  alfo  ordered,  that  a guard  ffiall  be  kept  in  rear  of  the  different  armies,  with  orders  to  ffioot  all 
perfons  who  ffiall  fly  or  defert  from  any  engagement,  and  that  thefe  orders  ffiall  be  taken  notice  of 
by  all  officers  commanding  fuch  engagement. 

All  men  refufing  to  obey  their  fuperior  officers,  to  be  tried  by  a court-martial,  and  puniflied  ac- 
cording to  their  fentence. 

It  is  alfo  ordered,  that  all  men  who  ffiall  attempt  to  leave  their  refpedlive  quarters  when  they  have 
been  halted  by  the  commander  in  chief,  ffiall  fuffer  death,  unlefs  they  ffiall  have  leave  from  their 
officers  for  fo  doing. 

It  is  ordered  by  the  commander  in  chief,  that  all  perfons  who  have  flolen  or  taken  away  any  horfe 
or  horfes,  ffiall  immediately  bring  in  all  fuch  horfes  to  the  camp,  at  head-quarters,  otherwife  every 
horfe  that  fliall  he  feen  or  found  in  the  poffeffion  of  any  perfon  to  whom  he  does  not  belong,  fliall 
be  feized,  and  the  perfon  convided  of  taking  it  fliall  fuffer  death. 
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Tlie  rebels  remained  only  two  days  at  Carrickburn ; they  took  poft  on 
Sleeva  Keelta,  another  hill  which  rifes  over  the  river  of  Rofs,  probably  with 
defign  to  intercept  the  navigation  of  the  channel  between  Waterford,  Rofs, 
and  Duncannon  Fort.  In  this  they  in  fome  degree  fucceeded  ; for,  though 
they  failed  in  their  attempts  on  fome  gun-boats,  they  obliged  fome  fmall  vef- 
fels  to  furrender,  in  one  of  which  was  a mail,  from  which  they  learned  much 
concerning  the  Rate  of  the  kingdom  in  general  from  newfpapers  and  private 
letters.  Here,  by  a tumultuous  ele^lion,  was  chofen  for  general,  in  the  room 
of  Harvey,  Father  Philip  Roche,  who  has  been  before  mentioned  to  be  a man 
of  large  ftature  and  boifterous  manners,  not  ill  adapted  to  dire6t  by  influence 
the  diforderly  bands  he  had  to  deal  with. 

This  choice  of  Father  Roche  fliews  how  much  the  warfare  had  now  altered 
its  complexion,  and  began  to  alfuine  the  form  of  a fanatic  and  religious  crufade. 
The  term  United  Irijhmcn  had  been  defignedly  merged  into  that  of  Popijh 
Rebels  on  one  fide,  and  the  denomination  of  Orangemen  into  that  of  Protejl- 
ants  and  Heretics  on  the  other.  It  fhews  alfb  how  little  guided  the  Wex- 
ford rebels  were  by  any  thing  like  a preconcerted  plan  from  their  firft  riling. 
Of  all  men,  the  Roman  Catholic  priefts  w^ere  the  leaft  qualified  for  feats  of  arms 
and  military  condu6f.  Yet  they  being  the  individuals,  to  whom  the  lower 
clafs  of  fociety  paid  the  molt  perfonal  fubfervience  and  obedience,  it  was  per- 
haps confidered  prudent  to  confide  the  command  of  this  indomitable  rabble 
to  perfons  of  that  defcription.  The  few  of  them^  who  had  debafed  their  mi- 

And  any  goods  (hat  ffiall  have  been  plundered  from  any  houfe,  if  not  brought  in  to  head-quarters, 
or  returned  immediately  to  the  houfes  or  owners,  that  all  perfons  fo  plundering  as  aforefaid  fliall, 
on  being  convifted  thereof,  fuffer  death. 

It  is  alfo  refolved,  that  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall  take  upon  him  or  them  to  kill  or  murder 
any  perfon  or  prifoner,  burn  any  houfe,  or  commit  any  plunder,  without  fpecial  written  orders  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  fhall  fuffer  death.  By  order  of 

Head -quarters,  Carrickbyrne  camp,  B.  B.  Harvey,  Commander  in  Chief. 

June  6,  1798.  Francis  Breen,  Secretary  and  Adjutant, 

* From  the  molt  unbiaffed  accounts  which  I have  feen,  the  number  of  Roman  Catholic  priefts, 
who  gave  into  the  rebellion,  fell  confiderably  lliort  of  a fcore,  which  out  of  two  thoufand  and  up- 
wards in  the  kingdorfi  is  a very  fmall  proportion.  Amongft  thofe  few  no  prelate  or  ecclefiahic  of 
confequence  and  refpeiStability  was  to  be  found.  Some  few  of  them  appear  to  have  been  intimidated 
by  their  flock  and  forced  into  the  caufe  under  threats  and  menaces  of  their  lives.  Such  were  not 
prominently  a6live  in  the  fieldj  but  weak  enough  to  fanflron  by  their  authority  and  functions  the 
execrable  caufe  of  rebellion. 
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nilhy  rby  giving  into  the  rebellion  wer€  either  ferocioufly  fanatical,  or  profli' 
gately  hypocritical:  fuch  chara6ters  were  fupcreminently  adapted  to  control 
thefe  licentious  and  ungovernable  bands.  Little  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
men,  who  could  fo  pollute  the  facred  charadler,  as  to  convert  the  mild  and 
perfuafive  weapons  of  the  Evangelift,  into  the  exterminating  fword  of  blood 
and  devaftation,  thould  tharpen  the  latter  with  e^■ery  fraud,  impofition,  and 
falfehood,  which  the  innate  reverence  of  the  Irilh  at  all  times  for  the  facred 
charadler  of  the  priefthood,  enabled  them  to  father  upon  them  and  thus  mif- 
lead  and  en flame  the  people.* 

Quitting  the  poll  of  Slyceve  Keelter  in  three  days  after  their  arrival,  the 
troops  of  Philip  Roche  occupied  the  hill  of  Lacken,  within  two  miles  of  Rofs, 
where  they  formed  a lefs  irregular  encampment  than  ufual,  many  tents  being 
eredled  for  their  officers.  Here  for  fome  days  they  lay  inadtive,  regaling 
themfelves  on  the  flaughtered  cattle  and  liquors,  they  had  plundered,  fupinely 
negligent  of  their  fafety,  and  open  to  be  furprifed  on  any  night  by  a fortie 
from  the  garrifon  of  Rofs.  Had  the  rebels,  immediately  after  the  rout  of 
Walpole’s  army,  advanced  to  Arklow,  they  could  have  taken  pofleffion  of  it 
without  refiftance,  for  the  garrifon  fled  from  it  before  day  break  on  the  5th 
of  June,  to  Wicklow.  The  infurgents  of  the  county  of  Wicklow  had  with 
extreme  difficulty  been  kept  in  check  by  Major  Hardy,  the  commander  of 

* Thus  it  appears  not  improbable,  that  in  this  particular  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  fpeaks  fome  truth 
( p.  43 a. J “ A refpedable  Proteftant  who  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  rebels,  and  compelled  to  ferve 
“ in  the  camp  at  Carickbyrne,  informed  me,  that  Father  Roche,  in  a public  harangue,  denounced  all 
“ Proteftants  as  hereticks,  and  that  they  could  not  have  luck  or  grace  while  any  of  them  were  per- 
“ mitted  to  ferve  in  their  ranks:  that  on  the  fame  day  he  met  Roche  in  a tent,  and  that  he  with  fm- 
gular  diffimulation,  affured  him,  that  they  made  no  religious  diftindtion,  and  never  regarded  a 
“ man’s  religion,  provided  he  was  loyal  and  true  to  their  caufe:  that  Bagenal  Harvey  on  hearing 
Roche’s  harangue,  lamented  to  him,  that  the  war  unexpedtedly  turned  out  to  be  purely  religious ; 
that  the  priefts  had  got  abfolute  fway : that  he  feemed  quite  diftradted,  and  withed  he  could  make 
his  efcape.” 

And  Mr.  Gordon,  (p.  1 57 J fpeaking  of  Father  Michael  Murphy,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Arklow  fays,  “ this  prieft  had  been  fuppofed  by  the  more  ignorant  of  his  followers  to  be  invulner- 
“ able  by  bullets  or  any  other  kind  of  weapon ; to  confirm  tliem  in  which  belief  he  had  frequently 
Ihcwed  them  mulket  balls,  which  he  faid  he  caught  in  his  hands  as  they  flew  from  the  guns  of  the 
''  enemy.  Though  I was  well  acquainted  with  the  extreme  credulity  of  the  lower  clalfes  of  my 
Romanift  countrj'men,  I could  not  give  credit  to  this  account  until  I found  it  confirmed  beyond  a 
doubt  by  various  concurring  teflimonies.  The  fame  divine  protedlion  was  believed  to  be  poflefl- 
“ ed  by  father  John,  the  famous  fanatic  already  mentioned.” 
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that  diftri<5l  who  had  been  very  unaccountably  repulfed  in  five  different  ren- 
counters; which  advantages  though  fingly  of  no  great  importance,  rendered 
the  rebels  in  thofe  parts  far  more  audacious,  and  eager  to  co-operate  with  the 
Wexford  infurgents.  The  officer  who  commanded  in  Arklow  when  the  gar- 
rifon  was  preparing  for  flight,  iflued  orders  that  no  perfon  ffiould  be  permitted 
to  quit  the  town  until  the  garrifon  had  marched;  fo  that  if  the  rebels  bad 
come,  as  they  were  every  moment  expected,  the  whole  multitude  of  w omen 
and  children  of  the  loyaliffs  party  muft  have  fallen  into  their  hands.  This 
order  was  probably  intended  to  prev’ent  the  intelligence  of  Walpole’s  defeat 
from  being  carried  northward;  it  was  quite  nugatory,  as  that  intelligence  was 
conveyed  by  feveral  different  roads  to  the  metropolis.* 

As  Major  Hardy  was  ignorant  of  the  great  force  of  the  rebels  pofted  at 
Gorey,  he  highly  difapproved  of  the  evacuation  of  Arklow,  and  commanded 
the  garrifon  inftantly  to  return  from  Wicklow  to  their  poft,  vdthout  even  per- 
miffion  to  tafte  any  refreffiment.  It  was  augmented  on  the  fixth  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Cavan  regiment  of  militia,  and  at  one  o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  ninth  by  that  of  the  Durham  fcncibles.  The  arrival  of  this  regiment, 
which  was  well  <lifciplined,  moft  critically  prevente'd  the  taking  of  Arklow, 
the  confequences  of  which  might  have  been  fatal  to  the  caufe.  This  regi- 
ment had  been  remarkably  fuccefsful  in  the  preceding  year,  in  the  county  of 
Down  in  difarming  the  United  Iriffimen,  and  thereby  preventing  the  breaking 
out  of  rebellion  in  that  part.  AVhen  ordered  fouthward,  on  account  of  the 
infurredlion  in  Leinfter,  an  ambufeade  of  feven  thoufand  men  Avas  placed  in 
the  county  of  iMeath,  to  the  north  of  Balbriggeu,  to  furround  and  cut  it  to 
pieces  on  its  march;  but  by  the  excellent  difpofitions  made  by  its  comman- 
der Colonel  Skerret,  it  paffed  this  formidable  ambufeade  Avithout  lofs,  and 
arrived  fafely  in  Dublin;  Avhence,  after  much  deliberation,  and  a delay  dan- 
gerous at  fuch  a crifis,  it  Avas  fent  to  ArkloAv;.  carriages  having  been  procured 
for  the  men,  that  they  might  arrive  frefh  at  the  feene  of  action. 

After  the  defeat  of  Walpole’s  army  on  the  4th  of  June,  the  rebels  had 
AA'afted  much  time  in  burning  the  tOAvn  of  CarneA\%  in  trials  of  prifoners  for 
Orangifm,  the  plundering  of  houfes,  and  other  a<51s  of  like  nature;  at  length 
hoAvever,  they  colledled  their  force  at  Gorey,  and  advanced  to  attack  Ark- 

* An  exaggerated  account  of  this  difafler  was  recewed  by  the  difaffefted  in  Dublin,  before  it  Avas 
known  by  the  members  of  admin iftration  at  the  cattle  j for  the  focieties  of  the  confpiracy  had  an 
eftabliflied  mode  of  fpeedy  conveyance  by  verbal  meffages  from  one  fecretary  to  another. 
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low  on  the  ninth,  the  only  day  in  which  that  poll  had  fortunately  been  pre- 
pared for  defence.  Their  number  exceeded  twenty  thoufand,  of  whom  near 
five  thoufand  Avere  armed  with  guns,  the  reft  with  pikes,  and  they  were  fur- 
nilhed  with  three  ferviceable  pieces  of  artillery.  The  garrifon  confifted  of 
fixteen  hundred  men  including  yeomen,  fupplementary  men,  and  thofe  of 
the  artillery.  The  rebels  attacked  the  town  on  all  fides,  except  that  which  is 
wafiied  by  the  river.  The  approach  of  that  column,  Avhich  advanced  by  the 
fea  fliore,  was  rapid  and  impetuous:  the  picquet  guard  of  yeoman  cavalry, 
ftationed  in  that  quarter,  inftantly  galloped  off  in  fuch  terror,  that  mofi;  of 
them  ftopped  not  their  flight  till  they  had  croffed  the  Barrow  which  was  very 
broad,  fwimming  their  horfes,  in  great  peril  of  drowning.  The  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  the  afiailants  was  prevented  by  the  charge  of  the  regular  cavalry, 
fupported  by  the  fire  of  the  infantry,  who  had  been  formed  for  the  defence 
of  the  town,  in  a line  compofed  of  three  regiments,  with  their  battalion  artil- 
lery, thofe  of  the  Armagh  and  Cavan  militia,  and  the  Durham  fencibles.  The 
main  effort  of  the  rebels,  who  commenced  the  attack  near  four  o’clock  in  the 
evening  Avas  directed  againft  the  ftation  of  the  Durham,  Avhofe  line  extended 
through  the  field  in  front  of  the  town  to  the  road  leading  from  Gorey. 

As  the  rebels  poured  their  fire  from  the  fiielter  of  ditches,  fo  that  the  oppo- 
fite  fire  of  thefoldiery  had  no  efi’e6t.  Colonel  Skerret,  the  fecond  in  command, 
commanded  his  men  to  ftand  Avith  ordered  arms,  their  left  Aving  covered  by  a 
breaft  Avork,  and  the  right  by  a natural  rifing  of  the  ground,  until  the  enemy 
leaving  their  eoA^er  fliould  advance  to  an  open  attack.  This  open  attack  Avas 
made  three  times  in  moft  formidable  force,  the  aifailants  rufiiing  Avithin  a feAV 
yards  of  the  cannon  mouths;  but  they  Avere  received  Avith  fo  clofe  and  effec- 
tive a fire,  that  they  Avere  repulfed  with  great  llaughter  in  every  attempt.  The 
Durhains  Avere  not  only  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  fmall  arms,  but 
were  alfo  galled  by  their  cannop.  General  Needham  Avho  in  riding  from  poll 
to  poft  expofed  himfelf  to  the  enemy’s  fire,  fearing  to  be  overpoAvered  by 
numbers  began  to  talk  of  a retreat:  to  Avhich  Colonel  Skerret  fpiritedly  re- 
plied to  the  general,  that  they  could  not  hope  for  viclory  otherwife  than  by 
preferving  their  ranks:  if  they  broke,  all  Avas  loft:  he  kneAV  the  fpirit  of  his 
corps  and  could  never  bear  the  idea  of  its  giving  ground.  By  this  magna- 
nimous anfwer  of  the  colonel  the  general  AvaS  diverted  fome  time  from  his 
fcheme  of  a retreat,  and  in  that  time  the  bufinefs  Avas  decided  by  the  retreat 
of  the  rebels,  Avho  retired  in  defpair,  Avhen  fruftrated  in  their  moft  furious 
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affault  arid  difpirited  by  the  death  of  Father  IMichael  Murphy,  who  was  killed 
by  a cannon  fliot,  within  thirty  yards  of  the  Durham  line,  while  he  was 
leading  his  people  to  the  attack. 

The  battle  of  Arklow,  though  not  altogether  the  moft  bloody,  was  perhaps 
the  moft  important  of  this  civil  war,  fmce  it  moft  probably  decided  the  fate 
of  Ireland.  As  the  rebels  were  not  purfued  (purfuit  would  hav'e  been  hazard- 
ous, at  the  clofe  of  the  evening),  they  carried  away  moft  of  their  wounded, 
fo  that  their  lofs  could  not  be  afcertained,  but  is  reported  to  have  amounted 
to  three  or  four  hundred.  The  lofs  of  the  Durham  regiment,  out  of  three 
hundred  and  fixty  men,  of  which  it  confifted,  was  twenty  privates  killed  and 
wounded.  The  lofs  of  men  fuftained  by  the  reft  of  the  army  never  was  ac- 
curately afcertained,  but  was  fmaller  than  might  have  been  expefted ; for 
though  the  weight  of  the  combat  lay  on  the  Durhams,  the  action  was  every 
where  warm,  and  the  defence  bravely  maintained.  The  rebels’  guns  having 
been  generally  worked  by  the  artillery  men  they  had  taken  prifoners,  were 
defignedly  pointed  too  high,  which  accounts  for  the  paucity  of  the  flain  on 
the  king’s  fide.* 

The  town  of  Wexford  was  the  prime  feat  or  head  quarters  of  the  rebellion 
in  the  fouth.  It  remained  in  the  pofteflion  of  the  rebel  force  about  three 
weeks;  namely,  from  the  30th  of  May  to  the  2lft  of  June.  During  this 
fpace  of  time  it  was  the  melancholy  feene  of  much  diftrefs  and  cruelty : and 
afterwards  became  the  objeft  of  much  more  obloquy  and  defamation  than 
the  real  horrors,  great  as  they  were,  would  juftify.  The  fanguinary  and  vin- 

* A very  warm  conteft  fubfifts  between  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  rela- 
tive to  their  refpeftive  reprefentations  of  the  condu6t  of  General  Needham  in  this  adion  : for  the 
particulars  of  which,  fee  the  Appendix  to  the  fecond  edition  of  Mr.  Gordon’s  Hiftory  of  the  Re- 
bellion, No.  IX.  The  following  was  the  official  account  of  this  battle: 

“ Dublin,  lOth  June,  1798. 

“ ACCOUNTS  were  received  early  this  morning  by  Lieutenant  General  Lake, 
“ from  Major  General  Needham,  at  Arklow,  Rating  that  the  rebels  had,  in  great  force,  attacked 
" his  polition  in  Arklow,  at  fix  o’clock  yetlerday  evening.  They  advanced  in  an  irregular  manner, 
“ and  extended  themfelves  for  the  purpofe  of  turning  his  left  flank,  his  rear  and  right  flanks  being 
“ ftrongly  defended  by  the  town  and  barrack  of  Arklow.  Upon  their  endeavouring  to  enter  the 
“ lower  end  of  the  town,  they  were  charged  by  the  40th  Dragoon  Guards, ' 5th  Dragoons,  and 
“ Ancient  Britons,  and  completely  routed.  All  round  the  other  points  of  the  pofition,  they  were 
“ defeated  with  much  llaughter.  The  lofs  of  his  majefty’s  troops  was  trifling,  and  their  behaviour 
“ highly  gallant.” 
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(liclive  tLirn  the  iiifurgency  had  very  early  taken,  rendered  fubmiffion  to  ei- 
ther,  alike  dreadful  to  both  parties  refpedively.  On  the  evacuation  of  the 
town  by  the  military,  all  the  velfels  lying  in  the  harbour  were  inftantly 
crowded  v'ith  fugitives,  Nvho  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  rebels.  The  quays  and  every  avenue  leading  to  the  water  fide, 
v'ere  crowded  with  men,  women,  and  children,  begging  in  the  moft  pitiable 
manner,  to  be  admitted  on  board  the  veffels.  They  were  filled  in  every  part. 
On  feeing  the  flames  of  the  toll-houfe  and  bridge,  all  the  veffels  weighed  and 
Rood  towards  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  where  they  caft  anchor.  About 
one  o’clock,  a white  flag  was  feen  flying  in  Wexford  (a  fignal  that  the  rebels 
were  in  pofleflion  of  the  town)  ; all  the  captains  anfwered  the  fignal,  except 
two,  who  failed  for  Wales.  They  then  again  weighed  anchor,  and  Rood  for 
the  town,,  where  they  foon  landed  all  their  paffengers  to  fliare  the  fate  of 
their  neighbours. 

The  rebels  who  entered  the  town,  were  headed  by  Edward  Roche,  a fiir-' 
mer,  who  had  been  permanent  ferjeant  in  Colonel  Le  Hunte’s  corps  of  yeo- 
men cavalry,  from  which  he  had  lately  deferted,  and  become  a rebel  general. 
They  immediately  by  acclamation  appointed  Gen.  Keugh  governor  and  com- 
mandant of  the  town ; and  bore  him  on  their  flioulders  to  the  court  houfe. 
This  extraordinary  man,  having  been  a private  in  his  majefty’s  feivice,  had 
rifen  to  the  rank  of  captain-lieutenant  in  the  6th  regiment,  in  which  he  ferved 
in  America.  He  was  a man  of  engaging  addrefs,  and  of  that  competency 
of  fortune,  which  enabled  him  to  live  comfortably  in  Wexford.  Proud  and 
ambitious,  he  appreciated  his  own  abilities  too  highly : and  in  clubs  and 
cofFee-houfes,  he  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  cenfuring  the  corruptions  of 
government,  and  was  fo  violent  an  advocate  for  reform,  that  the  lord  chan- 
cellor had  deprived  him  of  the  commiffion  of  the  peace,  in  the  year  1796- 
In  order  to  introduce  fome  order  into  the  town,  the  rebels  chofe  certain  per- 
fons  to  diftiibute  provilions,  and  for  that  purpofe  to  give  tickets  to  the  in- 
habitants to  entitle  them  to  a rateable  portion  of  them,  according  to  the 
number  of  inliabitants  in  each  houfe.  Many  habitations  of  the  Proteftants 
who  had  made  their  efcape  were  plundered,  fome  of  them  were  demolilhed, 
and  but  few  of  thofe  who  remained  in  the  town  were  fpared.  MoR  of  the 
ProteRant  men  were  committed  to  prifon,  except  a few  leaders  who  were 
really  attached  to  their  caufe,  or  who  affected  to  be  fo  to  fave  their  lives, 
or  thofe  who  concealed  themfelves. 
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Although  feveral  of  the  Proteftaut  inhabitants  of  Wexford  were  im- 
prifoned,  they  were  thofe  only,  whom  the  rebels  confidered  the  moft  ob- 
noxious.* It  has  been  alferted  by  one  author,  with  a mifchievous  mixture  of 
truth  and  faifehood,  that  “ thofe  who  could  obtain  written  proteftions  from 
“ the  Popilh  clergy,  whofe  influence  was  unbounded,  or  from  the  rebel 
“ leaders,  were  not  molefted.”-]'  It  is  a moft  lamentable  truth,  that  during  the 
tumultuary  rule  of  this  ferocious  and  enflamed  rabble,  many  partial,  though 
premeditated  and  cruel  murders  without  any  form  or  pretence  of  trial,  were 
perpetrated  in  Wexford,  with  a favage  affectation  of  folemnity,  in  order  to 
excite  and  extend  the  fanguinary  enthufiafm  of  this  frantic  multitude.  An 
author  of  candor  and  credit  has  faid,  that  Jihe  could  not  ftate  with  accuracy, 
what  number  had  been  maffacred  during  the  whole  time  of  the  rebels’  pof- 
feflion  ; he  believed  it  to  have  amounted  to  101, 

INIoft,  if  not  all  of  the  maflacres  perpetrated  in  Wexford  weie  laid  at  the 
door  of  an  infuriate  fanguinary  monfter  by  the  name  of  Dixon,  a captain  of 
a trading  veffel,  who  was  on  board  his  vefl’el  with  a large  number  of  fugitives 
in  the  harbour,  and  Avas  the  firft  to  re-land  them:  he  had  alfo  behaved  towards 
fome  of  the  ladies  in  his  fhip  with  brutal  ferocity.  This  man  had  acquired 
an  unfortunate  afcendancy  over  the  very  worft  and  moft  fanatical  part  of 
this  wretched  affemblage.  After  his  return  to  fhore  he  was  made  a captain  in 
the  rebel  army ; which  increafed  his  influence,  and  extended  his  means  of 

* The  following  rebel  proclamation  feems  to  juftlfy  the  idea,  that  they  had  no  intent  or  with  to 
fpill  the  blood  of  any,  who  had  not  been  guilty  of  adts  of  cruelty,  violence,  and  oppreffion  againft 
the  people. 

Proclamation  of  the  People  of  the  County  of  Wexford. 

“ WHEREAS  it  fiands  manifetlly  notorious,  that  James  Boyd,  Hawtry  White,  Hunter  Gowran, 
“ and  Archibald  Hamilton  Jacob,  late  magiftrates  of  this  county,  have  committed  the  moft  horrid 
a6ts  of  cruelty,  violence,  and  opprelhon,  againft  our  peaceable  and  well-altetded  countrymen. 
Now  we,  the  people,  afl’ociated  and  united  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  our  juft  rights,  and  being 
determined  to  proteft  the  perfons  and  properties  of  thofe  of  all  religious  perfuafions  who  have 
''  not  opprefled  us,  and  are  w'illing  with  heart  and  hand  to  join  our  glorious  caufe,  as  well  as  to  fliew 
our  marked  difapprobation  and  horror  of  the  crimes  of  the  above  delinquents,  do  call  on  our 
" countrymen  at  large  to  ufe  every  exertion  in  their  power  to  apprehend  the  bodies  of  the  afore- 
“ faid  James  Boyd,  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  to  fecure  and  convey  them  to  the  gaol  of  Wexford,  to  be 
brought  before  the  tribunal  of  the  people. 

“ Done  at  Wexford,  this  gth  day  of  June,  1798. 

“ GOD  SAVE  THE  PEOPLE.” 
t Mufgrave,  p.  445.  J Gordon,  fecond  edition,  p.  190. 
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exciting  the  rabble,  under  the  mafk  of  zeal  for  their  caufe,  to  thofe  inhuman 
atrocities,  in  which  he  appeared  to  delight.  It  happened,  that  fome  Orange 
furniture  had  been  found  by  the  wife  of  this  man  (an  inhuman  prototype  of 
himfelf)  in  the  drawing  room  of  Mr.  Le  Hunte,  four  miles  from  Wexford, 
particularly  two  fire-fcreens,  with  emblematical  figures ; Dixon  informed  the 
mob,  that  his  room  had  been  the  meeting  place  of  Orangemen,  and  that  the 
figures  denoted  the  manner,  in  which  the  Roman  Catholics  were  to  be  put  to 
death  by  thefe  confpirators;  that  they  -were  to  be  firft  deprived  of  their  fight, 
and  then  burned  alive,  without  the  exception  even  of  children  ; and  particu- 
larly that  the  feamen  of  that  communion  were  to  be  roafled  to  death  on 
red-hot  anchors.  Mr.  Le  Hunte,  who  had  hitherto  been  permitted  to  re- 
main with  little  moleftation  in  a private  houfe  in  the  town,  was  inftantly 
dragged  into  the  flreet  by  the  rabble,  who  would  foon  have  torn  him  in 
pieces,  if  he  had  not  been  faved  by  the  exertions  of  two  Catholic  gentlemen, 
who  commanded  an  influence  upon  the  people,  named  Edward  Hay,  and  Ro- 
bert Carty,  who  hurried  him  into  the  gaol,  under  pretence  of  bringing  him  to 
trial,  and  parried  in  the  crowd  the  thrufts  of  the  pikes,  two  of  which,  in  fpite 
of  their  endeavours,  wounded  him  flightly  in  the  back.* 

The  number  of  Proteftants  in  the  town  of  Wexford,  when  it  fell  into  the  • 
hands  of  the  rebels,  did  not  merely ' con fift  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
and  its  environs,  but  had  been  greatly  encreafed  by  the  aflemblage  of  re- 
fugees and  prifoners  from  more  diflant  parts  of  the  country.  Of  thefe,  about 
260  were  confined  in  the  gaol  and  other  places  of  imprifonment:  feveral  were 
confined  in  their  own  houfes : the  dread  of  maffacre  fell  indiferiminately 
upon  them  all.  In  the  perturbed  Rate  of  a tumultuary  aflemblage  of  indi- 
viduals fo  credulous,  fo  irritable,  and  fo  ferocious,  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  rn- 
Veftigate  the  particular  caufe,  motive,  or  incentive  to  each  particular  maffacre. 
On  the  6th  day  of  June,  under  an  order  from  Ennifeorthy,  ten  prifoners  at 
Wexford  werefeledted  for  execution,  and  fuffered  accordingly.  Conje6lures 

* Gordon,  fecond  edition,  p.  178.  Tlris  Mr.  Hay,  in  1802,  wrote  a veiy  interefting  letter  to 
■ftlr.  Gordon  on  fome  mis-ftatements  in  the  firft  edition  of  his  hiftory,  which  the  reverend  author 
has  had  the  candor  to  publilh  at  full  length  in  the  Appendix  to  his  fecond  edition,  and  is  to  be  feen 
in  Appendix,  No.  CXIII.  This  gentleman  (ibid.)  fays  he  is  convinced,  that  Mr.  Hay  had  no 
command  among  the  rebels,  and  exerted  himfelf  only  to  fave  lives  and  property.  Mr.  Edward 
Hay  has,  fince  the  publication  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon’s  fecond  edition,  publiflied  a hiftory  of  the 
infurredion  of  Wexford. 
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have  been  hazarded,  M-hy  fuch  orders  emanated  from  Ennifcorthy  rather  than 
from  Wexford.  The  natural  inference  from  the  limitation  of  the  vi<5tims  to 
half  a fcore,  is  that  the  rebels,  who  avowed  to  adl  upon  the  principles  of  re- 
taliation, had  received  information  that  a fimilar  number  of  their  people  had 
fuffered  in  like  manner  on  the  preceding  day.  Bloody  as  the  rebels  are  re- 
prefented  to  have  been,  there  could  have  been  no  other  reafon  for  their 
limiting  their  luft  for  murder  to  the  particular  number  of  ten.  It  has  been 
faid,*  that  a general  daughter  of  the  prifoners  was  twice  in  vain  attempted 
by  the  fanguinary  Dixon,  at  the  head  of  bands  of  peafants.  He  w’as  mag- 
iianimoudy  oppofed,  firft  by  one  Hore,  a butcher,  and  next  by  one  Scallion, 
a nautical  trader ; the  former  with  a fword,  the  latter  with  a piftol,  defying 
him  to  fingle  combat,  and  infilling,  that  he  muft  Ihew  himfelf  a man  before 
he  lliould  dare  to  put  defencelefs  men  to  death.  Whatever  fatal  influence 
was  pra6lifed  by  fome  individuals  over  the  moft  profligate  and  infuriated 
fanatics  of  the  multitude,  the  leaders  of  the  rebels  moft  folemnly  difclaimed 
every  idea  of  cruelty,  and  flrongly  recommended  brotherly  love  and  affec- 
tion towards  their  countrymen  of  every  religious  perfuafion.f  An  influx  of 
fugitive  rebels  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  county  into  Wexford,  by  re- 
tailing fome  facts,  and  exaggerating  or  inventing  more  tales  of  cruelties, 
horrors,  and  barbarities  eommitted  upon  them  by  the  foldiery,  had  excited 
an  unaccountable  degree  of  ferocioufnefs  and  revenge  in  the  rebel  multi- 
tude. The  rage  for  retaliation  which  operated  as  ftrongly  from  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  falfe  as  of  true  fa6ts,  the  barbarous  Dixon  enflamed  by  whifkey, 
and  fupported  by  the  molt  inhuman  exhortations.  This  monfter  had  before 
afl’umed  into  his  own  hands  a fummary  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  by 
liaving  exercifed  it  upon  an  individual,  whofe  charadter  and  condudt  were 
odious  to  the  multitude,  had  acquired  from  them  a degree  of  credit  in  fele^t- 
ing  the  objedls  of  his  feverity. 

The  Rev.  IMr.  Dixon,  his  relative,  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  having- 
been  fentenced  to  tranfportation,  had  been  fent  off  to  Duncannon  Fort  the 
day  preceding  the  infurredlion  : he  was  found  guilty  on  the  teftimony  of  one 
Francis  Murphy,  Avhofe  evidence  Avas  pofitiAcly  contradided  by  three  other 
Avitneffes.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  Dixon  took  a fummary  mode  of 


* Gordon,  fecond  edition,  p,  180. 

^ See  the  proclamations,  figned  B.  B.  Harvey,  on  the  6th  of  June,  and  by  Edward  Roche,  on 
the  7tli,  in  the  Appendix,  No.  CXIV, 
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avenging  the  fate  of  his  kinfnian,  who  was  generally  beloved.  He  brought 
the  man  out  of  gaol,  upon  his  own  foie  authority,  and  condu6led  him 
doAvn  to  the  bull-ring,  where  he  obliged  three  revenue  officers,  who  were 
then  prifoners,  and  whom  he  brought  out  along  with  him,  to  flioot  him,  and 
afterwards  bear  his  body  to  the  quay  and  throw  it  into  the  water.  This  exe- 
cution took  place,  with  all  its  Ihocking  circumftances,  Avhile  moft  of  the 
town’s  people  were  at  praj^rs,  and  Avas  utterly  unknown  to  the  principal 
inhabitants. 

It  has  unaccountably  been  fo  keen  a ftiidy  of  fome  hiftoriographers  of  this 
period  of  Irilh  hiftory  to  reprefent  the  Catholic  clergy  in  general,  and  particu- 
larly Dr.  Caulfield,  the  Catholic  bifiiop  of  Ferns,  and  others  of  his  clergy  in 
that  diocefe,  as  aiding  and  fomenting  the  rebellion,  that  it  becomes  neceflfiny 
to  notice  the  circumftances,  as  a point  interefting  and  important  to  Irifii  hif- 
toiy.  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  has  left  no  ftone  unturned,  that  he  thought 
would  affix  blame  and  obloquy  upon  that  prelate  and  the  Catholic  clergy 
of  his  diocefe.  Dr.  Caulfield  has  truly  obferv^ed  in  the  Preface  to  his  reply 
to  the  mifprefentations  of  Sir  Richard  IVIufgrave,  “ that  if  one  tenth  part  of 
“ what  is  afllerted  by  Sir  Richard  iMufgrave  were  founded  in  fadi,  the  parties 
would  not  at  this  day  be  alive  to  refute  his  calumnies.”* 

From 

* Waving  ev'ery  idea  of  controveify  about  the  condudil  of  Dr.  Caulfield  in  thefe  calamitous 
fcenes  it  fuffices  to  ftate  two  letters  written  to  Dr.  Troy  by  Colonel  Littlehales,  fecretary  to  Lord 
Cornwallis,  after  tire  heat  of  the  ferment  had  fubfided,  after  the  publication  of  Sir  Richard  Muf* 
grave’s  Memoirs,  and  a ftill  more  embittered  pamphlet,  moft  improperly  called  Veridicus,  in  which 
that  baronet  has  employed  his  w'hole  ftore  of  bile  and  rancor  to  criminate  the  bilhop  : thefe  letters 
are  vouchers,  that  government  confidered  the  fubjeiT  of  them  in  a light  widely  different  from  that, 
in  which  he  has  been  attempted  to  be  reprefented  by  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave.  They  are  official 
teftimonies  of  his  loyalty,  and  fandtion  the  continuance  of  the  fair  hiftorical  narrative,  regardlefs  of 
the  falfe  ftatements,  judgments,  and  inferences  of  the  baronet  and  his  female  affiftants. 

DubUn  Cajlle,  Mat/  1800. 

" Sib, 

“ IN  anfwer  to  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  gth  inftant,  which  I have  laid 
before  my  lord  lieutenant,  I am  to  alfiire  you,  that  government  will  give  to  Dr.  Caulfield  that 
“ protection,  which,  from  his  condudand  charadter  as  a loyal  I'ubjedt,  he  appears  juftly  to  merit. 

''  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir. 

“ Your  moft  obedient  and  faithful  fervant, 

“ The  tnojl  Rev.  Dr.  Trot/,  ^c.  &’c.  &’c.  “ E.  B.  Littlehales, 

Nort/i  King  Street." 


Dublin 
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From  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  the  number  of  Catholic  priefts  in 
the  town  of  Wexford  M^as  greatly  augmented  beyond  the  refulent  and  offi- 
ciating clergymen  of  that  town.  INIany,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,* 
immediately  fled  into  the  town  to  avoid  being  dragged  to  the  camps,  or 
forced  at  the  point  of  the  pike,  as  they  were  often  threatened  by  the  rebels: 
fome  for  a time  lurked  in  the  rocks  on  the  coaft,  and  others  abandoned  their 
dwellings,  and  flept  (if  they  could  deep)  iu  ditches,  hedges,'  or  brakes  oL 
furze,  to  avoid  the  lhame,  the  difguft,  and  the  horrors  of  the  camps,  and  the 
impious  infults  of  the  parties,  who  were  frequently  lent  in  fearch  of  them. 
Thefe  latterly  alfo  took  refuge  iu  the  town.  In  defiance  of  a very  Ifrong 
bias  from  a certain  (juarter  to  inculpate  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  this 
unhappy  contefl,  it  is  notorious,  that  in  the  diocefe  of  Wexford  not  one  of 
thofe  who  had  a flock,  not  one  parifli  prieft  was  implicated,  or  had  any  con- 
cern in  fomenting,  encouraging,  or  aiding  the  rebellion  : but  had  they  pof- 
feffed  that  degree  of  authority  or  influence  generally  attributed  to  them, 
there  would  have  been  no  rebellion  in  that  county  : or  if  they  retained  or 
obtained  fuch  influence  after  the  rebellion  broke  out,  their  refpeCtive  flocks 
would  have  laid  down  their  arms,  and  returned  to  their  refpective  homes, 
and  to  their  allegiance  to  their  king.  ^Vhilft  Dr.  Caulfield  was  endeavouring 
to  prevail  on  a party  of  rebels,  who  were  plundering  the  houfe  of  his  next 
door  neighbour,  Mr.  IMatt.  Kavannah,  to  defift  and  retire,  they  told  him  in  a 
inoft  infulting  and  menacing  tone,  that  they  had  information  againft  his 
houfe ; they  inllantly  ruflied  into  it,  and  fearched  for  what  they  called 
Orangemen,  bad  men,  &c.  In  vain  did  the  Rev.  ]\Ir.  Corrin,  who  was  then 
in  the  houfe,  endeavour  to  remonftrate  and  exhort  them  ; they  treated  him 
with  equal  infolence. 

Dublin  Gallic,  June  30th,  1800. 

“ Sir, 

“ YOUR  letter  of  the  28th  current  having  reached  me,  with  its  enclofurc 
from  Dr.  Caulfield,  I have  Itated  their  contents  to  my  lord  lieutenant,  who  defires  me  to  fay, 
“ that  his  excellency  has  no  caufe  whatfoever  to  alter  the  opinion  he  has  imbibed  of  the  loyalty 
“ and  proper  deportment  of  Dr.  Caulfield,  whofe  letter  I return. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your  moft  obedient  and  faithful  ten  ant, 

“ The  moji  Rev.  Dr.  Troy,  fs’e.  fs’e.  tb'e.  E.  B.  Littlehales. 

iXorth  King  Street.” 

* Caulfield’s  Rep.  p.  4. 

VoL.  II. 
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So  radically  had  the  infernal  fpirit  of  rebellion  extinguidied  all  fenfe  of’ 
duty  in  the  mifguided  wretches  in  this  temporary  phrenzy,  that  it  became  a- 
fervice  of  as  much  danger  to  dehort  them  from  their  wicked  purpofes,  as  to 
hoift  an  orange  cockade,  or  to  threaten  to  flog,  ftrangle,  or  picquet  them. 

Lord  Kinglborough  (now  Earl  of  Kingflon),  the  colonel  of  the  North  Cork 
regiment  of  militia,  was  in  Dublin  when  the  town  was  taken  poffeffion  of  by 
the  rebels  : but  difbelieving  the  report  of  this  difaher,  he  fet  out  under  that 
fatal  incredulity  to  join  his  regiment : he  travelled  by  land  to  Arklow,  and 
tbence  proceeding  by  fea  to  Wexford,  was  taken  prifoner  with  two  officers  of 
his'own  regiment  off  the  harbour  of  that  town.*  The  capture  of  Lord  Kingf- 
borough  -was  confidered  by  the  rebels  as  an  incident  of  peculiar  importance 
to  them,  not  only  on.  account  of  his  fituation  in  life,  but  more  efpecially  as 
his  lordfhip  had  ever  been  prominently  forward  in  promoting  the  fyhem  of 
rigor  and  coercion  fo  obnoxious  to  the  United  Iriflimen.  They  had  alfo  fur- 
ther views  upon  his  importance  as  an  hoftage,  in  cafe  of  their  being  driven 
to  any  terms  of  capitulation. 

The  monfter  Dixon,  who  retained  with  all  his  fanguinary  ferocity  a fur- 

* Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  gives  the  following  account  of  his  detention.  For  two  days  his  lord- 
" Ihip  was  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  General  Keugh  ; he  was  then  removed  to  an  inferior  kind  of 
“ inn,  called  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  thence  to  the  prifon  fliip,  where  he  remained  but  eight 
“ hours,  having  been  afterwards  lodged  in  a private  houfe,  where  a guard  was  placed  over  him; 

Keugh  alked  him,  how  he  thought  government  would  treat  him  and  his  party,  if  they  had 
" them  in  their  power  ? Lord  Kinglborough  replied,  ‘ That  they  would  hang  every  one  of  them.’ 
" On  which  Keugh  obferved,  ‘ We  know  that  we  fight  with  halters  round  our  necks.’  The  day 
” of  his  lordlhip’s  arrival,  Bagenal  Harvey  fet  out  for  the  camp  at  Carrickhyrne,  where  the  rebel 
" army  that  attacked  Rofs  was  Rationed.  Keugh  told  Lord  Kingfborough,  ‘ that  he  would  permit 
' him  to  write  to  Lord  CaRlereagh,  the  lord  lieutenant’s  fecretary ; but  he  faid,  he  expected  be 
‘ would  inform  him  how  well  he  and  his  fellow  prifoners  were  treated  ;’  and  he  added,  ‘ that  he 
' expefted  his  friends  MeRrs.  Sheares,  Bond, 'Emmett,  Jackfon,  M'Cann,  &c.  would  receive 
‘ fimilar  treatment.’  He  informed  Lord  Kinglborough,  that, the  members  of  the  Irilh  Union  had 
“ no  confidence  in  the  oppolition  party  in  the  Irifli  parliament,  becaufe  they  confidered  them  as 
" inlincere,  and  that  they  had  propounded  Catholic  emancipation,  and  reform  of  parliament,  merely 
“ to  promote  their  own  ambitious  deligns. 

" Mrs.  Snow’e,  the  wife  of  Captain  Siiowe,  of  the  North  Cork  regiment,  informed  me,  that  Lord 
“ Kinglborough  alked  her  Icon  after  his  capture,  ‘ whether  Ihe  thought  the  rebel  chieftains  would 
‘ have  put  him  to  death  ?’  flie  replied,  ‘ Rie  was  fure  they  would  not,  bccaufe  they  regarded  him 
' as  a very  good  hoflage,  fliould  they  enter  into  any  Ripulations  for  their  own  fafety  and  that  by 
‘ preferring  his  life  they  might  conciliate  him,  and  obtain  his  influence  and  intereR  to  fccure 
* their  own.’ 
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IDvifing  influence  over  the  lowefl;  of  that  infuriate  rabble,  had  amongft  other 
means  of  inflaming  them,  the  opportunity  of  a public  houfe  or  inferior  inn 
in  the  tOAvn,  where  his  bloody  fatellites  held  their  orgies. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  General  Edward  Roche,  and  fuch  of  the  infurgents 
of  his  neighbourhood  as  were  at  Vinegar  Hill,  were  fent  home  to  colle61;  the 
whole  mafs  of  the  people  for  general  defence.  By  the  march  of  the  royal 
army  in  all  directions,  towards  Vinegar  Hill  and  Wexford,  a general  flight  of 
Tuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  could  get  off  took  place. 

The  alarm  Avas  now  general  tliioughout  the  whole  country;  all  men  were 
called  to  attend  the  camps ; and  Wexford  became  the  univerfal  rendezvous 
of  the  fugitives,  wlio  reported,  with  various  circumftances  of  horror,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  different  armies  approaching  in  every  direction,  marking  their 
movements  Avith  terrible  devaftation.  Ships  of  Avar  Avere  alfo  feen  off  the 
coaft,  and  gun-boats  blocked  up  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  : and  from  the 
commanding  fituation  of  the  camp  at  the  Three  Rocks,  on  the  mountain  of 
Forth,  the  general  conflagration,  Avhich  Avas  as  progreffive  as  the  march  of 
the  troops,  AA^as  clearly  perceiA'able.  On  the  approach  of  the  army,  great 
numbers  of  countrymen,  Avith  their  Avives  and  children,  and  any  little  bag- 
gage they  could  haftily  pack  up,  fled  tOAvards  Wexford  as  to  an  afylum,  and 
-deferibed,  according  to  their  fears,  the  plunder  and  deflruclion  of  houfes, 
the  murders  and  outrages  of  the  foldierv  let  loofe  and  encouraged  to  range 

o or? 

OA’er  and  devaftate  the  country.  General  Moore,  Avho  advanced  Avith  a part 
of  the  army,  did  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  thefe  atrocities,  and  had  fome  of 
thofe  outragei’s  immediately  put  to  death  ; hut  his  humane  and  beneA’olent 
intentions  Avere  greatly  baffled  by  the  indomitable  ferocitA’  and  rcA'cnge  of  the 
refugees  returning  home.  Wexford  regretted  that  general’s  being  almoft  im- 
mediately ordered  to  WickloAv,  A\here  his  conciliatory  condudl  and  humanity 
Avere  confpicuous,  and  will  ever  be  remembered  Avith  gratitude  by  the  people, 
Avho  moft  eagerly  flocked  to  his  ftandard  for  protedlion. 

While  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Wexford  Avere  in  confultation,  to  Avhich 
they  AA’ere  noAV  fummoned,  upon  the  heft  mode  of  felf-prefervation  and  de- 
fence, the  order  for  all  the  armed  men  to  appear  in  camp  by  break  of  daj^  be- 
came imperious ; and  the  outcry  Avas  fo  loud  againft  the  backAvardnefs  of 
the  Wexford  men,  that  leA’cralfet  off  immediately.  Captain  Dixon,  although 
booted,  fpurred,  equipped,  and  accoutred  for  battle,  refufed  to  obey  the  or- 
■ders  of  tlie  commander  in  chief  to  attend  at  the  Three  Rocks.  He  was  at 
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the  time  in  the  aft  of  fending  Avhitkey  to  about  70  countrymen,  M'hom  he  had 
ported  in  the  barrack,  and  there  detained  for  liis  abominable  purpofe  of  a 
general  matfacre.  Thefe  he  had  alfo  reinforced  by  fome  thoufands  of  the 
inort  dartardly  and  unruly,  and  therefore  the  inort  favage  and  cruel  of  the 
mob,  Avho  refufed  to  march  to  the  camp.  Thefe  men  he  alfo  rendered  the 
more  favage  and  ferocious  with  liquor,  and  with  thefe  auxiliaries  he  under- 
took the  horrid  Avork  of  blood. 

The  viftims  Avere  condufted  in  fucceflive  parcels,  of  from  ten  to  tAcenty, 
Avith  horrible  folemnity,  each  ])arcel  furrounded  by  its  guard  of  butchers,  and 
preceded  by  a black  flag  marked  Avith  a Avhite  crofs,  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, A\'here  they  Avere  varioufly  put  to  death,  one  after  another,  but  moltly 
each  by  four  men  at  once,  Avho  rtanding  tAvo  before  and  tAco  behind  the  A’ic- 
tim,  thrurt  their  pikes  into  the  body,  and  raifmg  it  from  the  ground,  held  it 
fufpended,  Avrithing  Avith  pain,  Avhile  any  figns  of  life  appeared.  Some  Acere 
flaughtered  at  the  gaol,  fome  at  the  market  houfe,  but  the  great  butchery 
Acas  on  the  bridge.  A multitude  of  wretches,  the  greater  part  Avomen,  aflem- 
bled  to  behold  it,  and  rent  the  air  Avith  favage  Ihouts  of  exultation  at  the 
arrival  of  each  frelh  parcel  of  viftims  at  the  fatal  fpot. 

When  97  according  to  fome  or  35  according  to  other  accounts  had  thus 
been  butchered,  the  flaughter,  Avhich  had  commenced  at  tAVO  o’clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, Avas  flopped  at  feA’en  by  the  interference  of  Father  Corrin,  and  the  an- 
nunciation of  the  alarming  intelligence,  that  the  port  of  Vinegar  Hill  Avas  befet 
by  the  king’s  troops,  and  that  reinforcements  Avere  required  in  that  quarter. 
Father  Corrin  haA’ing  vainly  fupplicated  the  artaflins  to  dclifl:,  commanded 
them  to  pray  before  they  fliould  proceed  farther  in  the  Avork  of  death,  and 
having  thus  caufed  them  to  kneel,  diftated  a prayer,  that  God  Avould  fhcAv 
the  fame  mercy  to  them,  Avhich  they  fliould  fliew  to  the  furviving  prifoners. 
The  refpite  thus  procured  Avould  probably  haA’e  been  Ihort,  if  the  exhortations 
of  the  prieft  had  not  been  aided  by  the  ucavs  of  danger,  Avhich  Avas  announced 
aloud  by  fome  perfon,  faid  to  be  Richard  Monagan,  or  Monck,  arriving  haf- 
tily  in  the  town,  and  Avhich  caufed  the  multitude  of  fpeftators  immediately  to 
difperfe.  The  furviving  captives  at  the  bridge  Avere  after  a fliort  paufe  re- 
condufted  to  prifon  by  their  guard,  Avith  denunciations  of  a general  mafi’acre 
of  all  the  Protertants  the  next  day.  The  atrocity  of  thefe  inhuman  butcheries 
Aras  aggraA’ated  by  the  mockery  of  jurtice,  with  Avhich  the  monfter  Dixon 
attempted  to  lanction  them.  By  the  exertions  of  iMr.  Edsi'ard  Hay  and  fome 
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others,  Dixon  had  been  foiled  in  his  particular  vengeance  againft  the  life  of 
Mr.  Turner  and  Mr.  Gainsford,  whofe  blood  the  mob  loudly  called  for,  as 
they  had  led  out  the  army  againft  them  on  Whitfunday,  and  had  burned  fevcral 
of  their  houfes.  A fummary  court  of  feven  fat  immediately  upon  thofe  two 
gentlemen,  and  four  of  them  being  for  their  acquittal,  the  impetuous  Dixon 
was  about  to  retire  in  difguft  and  indignation,  at  being  thus  thwarted  in  his 
career  of  blood.  But  unfortunately  at  that  critical  moment,  one  Jackfon, 
an  Englifliman,  a carver  and  gilder,  (the  narrator  of  the  Wexford  cruelties) 
and  one  O'Connor,  an  organift,  threw  themfelves  on  their  knees  to  Captain 
Dixon,  acknowledged  themfelves  Orangemen,  and  ready  to  give  every  in- 
formation, provided  their  lives  might  be  fpared.  Dixon  greedily  availed 
bimfelf  of  their  propofal,  as  it  afforded  a new  profpecl  of  perpetrating  his  in- 
fernal defigns.  lie  inftantly  addreffed  the  people  atfembled  before  the  gaol, 
Rating,  that  two  Orangemen  had  become  informers,  and  that  proceeding  to 
trial  was  therefore  unneceffary,  as  the  evidence  of  thefe  men  mull  be  con- 
clufive.  It  may  eafily  be  conceived,  that,  on  this  communication,  horribly 
vociferated  by  Dixon,  and  re-echoed  by  his  wife,  the  populace  became  un- 
governable. The  people  inRantly  approved  of  his  plan,  and  demanded  that 
all  Orangemen  Ihould  be  fent  out  to  them.  Eighteen  intended  for  execu- 
tion were  firit  conducled  from  the  gaol,  under  a ftrong  guard,  headed  by 
Dixon,  Ranked  by  two  Orange  informers,  whom  he  wilhed  to  exhibit  as  the 
grand  fupport  of  his  conduct.  The  fate  of  the  prifoners  was  quickly  decided, 
on  their  being  conducted  to  the  bridge.  The  proceedings  concerning  them 
were  fummary  indeed.  It  was  aRced,  did  anj^  one  know  any  good  action  of 
the  intended  viHim  fuRicient  to  fave  his  life  ? If  no  anfwer  were  made,  the 
alfertion  of  an  individual  of  fome  deed  againft  the  people,  was  conclufive 
evidence  of  guilt,  and  immediately  death  vas  the  confequence,  on  this  pri- 
mary denunciation  by  Captain  Dixon.* 

'When 

* Tlie  following  letter  of  Dr.  Caulfield,  though  not  intended  for  publication,  I have  confidered 
as  too  material  to  be  fupprefied  from  the  public.  It  was  written  in  the  next  month  after  the  tra- 
gical feene  at  Wexford. 

ITexford,  July  SI,  l7pS. 

“ To  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Troy. 

" IT  is  impoflible  for  me  to  gratify  your  curiofity,  as  I cannot  colletR  or  re- 
colleft  the  particulars  of  our  conduct,  or  the  individuals  we  endeavoured  to  ferve  or  fave  during 
three  long  weeks  of  tragical  confufion  ; and  if  I could,  I really  feel  that  modefty  and  decency 
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We  niuft  leave  the  tumultuary  horrors  of  Wexford  to  follow  the  move- 
ments of  the  army,  which  led  to  the  final  liberation  of  that  town  from  the 

juthlefs 


would  forbid  me,  becaufe  it  would  appear,  that  we  claimed  gratitude  from  the  individuals,  and 
acknowledgments  from  the  public,  w'hich  as  it  tlrikes  me  would  appear  oftentatious  and  indeco- 
rous. Certain  it  is,  we  could  name  many,  very  many  perfons,  who,  I aprehend,  would  not  be 
pleafed  at  feeing. their  names  and  religious  proteffions  publiflred  by  us.  I can  fay,  there  is  not  a 
Proteftant,  Pretbyterian  or  Quaker  in  this  town  or  adjoining  baronies  of  Fortli,  Bargy,  Keelmaler, 
Ballaghkcen,  befides  many  from  Ennifeorthy,  and  other  more  remote  parts,  who  fled  and  flocked 
in  here,  except  fuch  as  quitted  the  country,  that  did  not  call  on  us  for  prote6tion,  and  that  we 
were  employed  from  morning  till  night  writing,  fpeaking,  and  pleading  for  them,  to  procure  pro- 
teiStion  from  the  leaders  or  chiefs  of  the  infurrebtion,  and  in  general  we  fucceeded  for  the  firft  fort- 
night. After  that,  the  evil  fanguinary  fpirit  broke  loofe,  and  no  protedtion  availed.  Our  houfes 
were  conftantly  thronged,  and  every  part,  garrets,  back  houfes,  yards,  every  place  filled  with  the 
people,  their  fnrniture,  goods  of  all  kinds.  But,  it  foon  became  treafon  to  plead  for  protedtion, 
for  they  were  all  Orangemen,  and  would  deftroy  us  all.  In  vain  did  we  urge  humanity,  charity, 
religion,  mercy.  I declared,  if  any  of  them  had  killed  my  friend,  my  brothei',  or  father,  that  I , 
would  protedt  and  fave  him,  if  he  threw himfelf  on  my  mercy;  for  it  was  by  fliewing mercy,  that 
I could  expedt  mercy  myfelf.  This  condudt  and  language  graduated  me  equal  to  an  Orangeman  ; 
my  houfe  muft  be  pulled  down  or  burnt,  and  my  head  knocked  off.  This  lafl;  fentence  was  boldly 
pronounced  to  my  face,  furrounded  as  I was  by  four  or  five  thoufand  pikes,  fpears,  or  mulkets, 
when  I was  ftriving  to  fave  Lord  Kingfborough’s  life,  which  we  providentially  effedled  by  gaining 
over  a few  of  thofe  rebels,  who  had  influence  over  the  reft.  That  talk  engaged  me  from  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  eight  in  the  evening,  during  which  time  I had  not  a moment’s  reft,  nor 
did  I expedt  it  in  this  wicked  world,  and  I was  alone,  i.  e.  without  any  of  the  clergy  with  me  the 
latter  part  of  the  day,  except  the  Rev.  James  Roche,  who  moftly  remained  within  doors  with  Lord 
Kingflborough.  There  were  other  priefts  there  too,  from  the  country,  but  dared  not  fliew  them- 
felves  or  fpeak,  for  fear  of  pikes,  &c.  I remained  until  the  king’s  army  began  to  come  in  (it  was 
Thurfday  the  Sift  of  June),  then  I was  in  as  perilous  a fituation  as  ever,  not  knowing  but  an  in- 
diferiminate  llaughter  might  be  their  firft  adt.  However,  I fat  down  widi  Lord  Kingtborough  and 
fome  others  at  his  place  of  concealment  to  a bit  of  fait  beef  at  tire  fall  of  night,  and  got  a Captain 
Eourke  of  the  North  Cork  militia,  a worthy  fellow,  to  efcort  me  home.  Two  days  before  this  the 
demon  of  murder  broke  out,  and  a banditti  as  if  difpatched  from  hell  alTailed  the  gaol  and  barrack, 
both  crammed  with  prifoners,  and  called  them  out  by  dozens  to  be  executed,  and  two  prifon  flrips  in 
the  harbour,  to  be  brought  out,  two  others  to  be  executed  on  the  bridge.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Corrin  dined 
with  me,  for  my  cry  to  the  clergy  was,  that  we  fliould  keep  together,  living  or  dying;  and  at  tire 
clofe  of  dinner  a call  for  him  came  from  Mr.  Kellet,  who  was  brought  from  the  fliip  to  the  bridge 
for  execution.  He  ran  with  all  fpeed,  and  found  Kellett  and  feveral  others  waiting  the  awful  mo- 
ment. He  addrefled  the  wretches  in  the  beft  manner  he  could,  warned  them,  that  the  blood  they  were 
lirilling  and  to  fnill  muft  Ihortly  appear  againft  them  at  the  awful  tribunal  of  God,  and  conjured  them 
to  flop.  See.  Sec.  They  did  fo,  Kellett  and  the  reft  were  allowed  to  live,  and  after  that  there  was  no 
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ruthlefs  tyranny  of  the  rebels.  After  the  battle  at  Arklow  the  royal  army  re- 
mained fome  clays  clofe  n-ithin  its  quarters,  fending  out  patroles  with  great 


maffacre.  Some  days  before  there  was  a fimilar  attack  on  the  gaol,  when  Rev.  Meflrs.  Corrin  and 
Broe  happened  to  be  there  and  prevented  its  intended  eftedt.  On  the  above  mentioned  day,  Mr. 
Corrin  went  home  with  Mr.  Kellett,  and  all  I could  do  could  not  bring  him  to  town  for  near  a 
week,  although  I fent  him  General  Lake’s  protedtion.  He  had  really  pined  away  to  a fkeleton. 
My  condition  was,  prcn  identially  for  me,  the  reverfe ; for  I never  felt  myfelf  more  vigorous,  and  the 
more  preffing  the  difficulty  and  the  more  imminent  the  danger  the  firmer  and  the  more  fteady  was 
1.  I had  made  up  my  mind  to  the  worft  at  the  fet  out,  and  afterwards  took  every  occurrence  as  pre- 
paratory to  the  fatal  moment  I apprehended,  and  thus  continued  in  unimpaired  health,  till  the  week 
before  the  laft,  when  I was  vifited  by  a painful  complaint  for  fix  days,  but  have  got  well  rid  of  it, 
thank  God.  Indeed,  the  clergy  of  this  town  condudted  themfelves  witli  zeal  and  adtivity  through 
the  whole,  except  while  on  board  the  vetfel  in  harbour  to  which  they  occafionally  fled  to  efcape  the 
fire,  fury,  &c.  of  the  pikemen.  When  the  rebels  were  defeated  every  where,  and  the  king’s  army 
was  approaching,  a gentleman,  my  clofe  neighbour,  came  to  me  and  told  me,  he  would  go  out  to 
meet  tliem  at  the  rilk  of  his  life  and  reprefent  me  to  the  commanders  as  the  protedlor  of  the  pro- 
teftants,  &c.  I thanked  him  and  faid,  that  government  well  knew  my  loyalty,  and  I was  fatisfied 
gave  proper  inftrudlions  to  the  commanders,  tliat  I had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  king’s  forces,  except 
by  a general  conflagration,  but,  if  neceflary,  I would  avail  myfelf  of  his  kind  offices,  &c.  I men- 
tioned to  you  in  a former  letter  my  introdudlion  to  General  Lake  and  his  polite  and  kind  attention  to 
me,  to  the  clergy,  &c.  His  flay  was  fliort ; but  General  Hunter,  the  day  after  he  came  here,  called 
on  me.  I can’t  fay  it  was  fo  much  a vifit,  as  a confidential  friendly  conference.  He  has  occa- 
fionally called  on  me  fince  in  the  fame  confidential  way,  nor  can  I determine  whether  he  deferves 
more  credit  for  his  found  underflanding  and  judgment,  or  for  his  humane,  compaflionate  feelings. 
He  knows  the  Ipirit  of  prejudice  prevailing  here,  as  if  he  had  lived  many  years  among  us.  He  con- 
demns it  as  inimical  to  peace,  tranquillity,  and  the  public  good.  In  a word.  Providence  has  fent 
him  a protecting  angel  to  us.  Now,  my  dear  friend,  do  not  call  on  me  for  further  general  detail  j 
for  I allure  you,  it  fickens  me  on  recolleSion,  more  than  in  the  adtual  fuffering.  Infandum  amice, 
ptbcs  rcnoviire  d'/lorcm.  Through  the  whole  I appeared  publicly  and  with  every  degree  of  con- 
fidence, and  for  feveral  days  was  ftopt  in  the  ftreet  at  every  ftep,  to  receive  gratulations  and  thanks 
from  the  Protellants,  for  having  faved  them.  Wifliing  you  every  happinefs,  I remain,  &c. 

P.  S.  I did  not  go  to  the  gaol  or  prifon  fhip  at  all,  nor  did  I hear  of  the  horrid  murders  committed 
there,  till  the  bloody  feene  was  over,  and  it  was  then  too  late.  I could  not  find  that  there  were 
more  than  two  or  three  of  this  town  engaged  in  the  maffacres  3 for  the  townfmen  had  been  that 
morning  ordered  out  to  camp  near  Ennifcorthy,and  a horde  of  mifereants,  like  fo  many  blood-hounds, 
ruihed  in  from  the  country,  and  fwore  they  would  burn  the  town,  if  the  prifoners  were  not  given  up 
to  them  5 and,  at  the  time  there  was  not  a force  fufficient  to  reftrain  them.  Indeed,  moft 
oi  the  Lmited  men  themfelves  flntddered  at  the  horrid  deeds.  Lord  Kinglborough,  MeflTrs. 
Kellett  and  Bland,  and  many  other  Proteftant  gentlemen  may  be  applied  to  for  particular  information 
concerning  my  condudl  and  that  of  the  Catholic  clergy  of  this  town,  on  and  previous  to  the  itlft  of 
JuBe,  when  the  king’s  army  entered  it. 
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caution,  at  firft  to  a very  fmall  diftance,  and  afterwards  gradually  fartlief. 
At  laft  a troop  of  yeomen  cavalry  ventured  fo  far  on  the  road  toward  Gorey 
as  to  approach  near  the  rebel  Ration  on  Aflc  Hill.  This  j)oft  had  been  fo 
thinned  by  perpetual  defertions,  that  not  more  than  a hundred  men  fit  for 
adion  were  then  remaining  in  it,  and  thefe  without  a leader.  About  half  of 
them  fled  with  precipitation  at  the  approach  of  the  cavalry;  the  reft  ftripping 
to  their  Ihirts  that  they  might  be  more  expedite  for  the  bufinefs,  ran  full 
fpeed  to  charge  the  cavalry  with  their  pikes:  but  the  latter  avoided  the  attack, 
and  retreated  to  Arklow  with  expedition.  Immediately  after,  the  country 
about  Gorey  was  evacuated  by  tlie  rebels,  to  the  exceffive  joy  of  the  loyalifts, 
on  M horn  they  had  been  living  at  free  quarter. 

The  army,  at  laft,  under  IMajor  General  Needham,  moved  from  Arklow  to 
Gorey,  on  the  ipth  of  June,  and  thence  towards  Ennifcorthy.  on  the  20th, 
according  to  a concerted  plan,  conducted  by  Lieutenant  General  Lake,  that 
the  great  ftation  of  the  rebels  at  Vinegar  Hill  fhould  be  furroundcd  by  his 
majefty’s  forces,  and  attacked  in  all  points  at  once.  For  this  purpofe,  different 
armies  moved  at  the  fame  time  from  different  quarters  ; one  under  Lieu- 
tenant General  Dundas;  another  under  jMajor  Generals  Sir  James  Duff  and 
Loftus;  that  already  menfioned  from  Arklow;  and  a fourth  from  Rofs,  under 
IMaior  Generals  Johnfon  and  Euftace,  who  were  to  make  the  attack  on  the 
town  of  Ennifcorthy.  The  march  of  the  army  from  Rofs  was  a kind  of  fur- 
prize  to  the  bands  of  Philip  Roche,  on  Lacken  Hill,  who  fled  in  the  utmoft  con- 
fufion,  leaving  their  tents  and  a great  quantity  of  plunder  behind;  feparating 
into  two  bodies,  one  of  which  took  its  way  to  Wexford,  the  other  to  Vinegar 
Hill,  where  the  Wexford  infurgents  were  concentrating  their  force.  This 
eminence,  with  the  town  of  Ennifcorthy  at  its  foot,  and  the  country  for  many 
miles  round  had  been  in  poffeffion  of  the  rebels  from  the  28th  of  May, 
during  which  time  the  face  of  affairs  had  been  indefcribably  horrid.  Of  the 
haplefs  prifoners,  Avho  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  fome  w’ere  put 
to  death  when  taken,  but  moft  were  dragged  to  A^inegar  Hill,  where,  after  a 
ftiam  trial,  often  without  any  form  of  trial,  many  of  them  were  fliot,  or  tranf- 
ftxed  wiih  pikes;  fome  lalhed,  or  otherwife  barbaroufly  treated  before  their 
final  * execution.  Reports  have  carried  the  numbers  of  men  thus  butchered 

on 

* The  rebel  General  Murphy  experienced  fimilar  treatment  from  the  army.  He  was  tauntingly 
defired  to  work  miracles,  and  otherwife  fcoffed  at  and  infulted  by  a young  officer,  who  w-ent  the 
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on  this  fatal  fpot  to  about  four  hundred  in  all.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  gives 
a fingular  inftance  of  his  own  pariih  of  Killegny,  fiv^e  miles  to  the  fouth-M'eft 
of  Ennifcorthy,  from  the  general  flaughter  ; not  one  proteftant  of  that  parilh 
having  been  killed  in  the  rebellion,  nor  a houfe  burned.  Thefe  people  fur- 
rounded  on  all  tides  before  they  were  aware,  found  flight  impracticable. 
Their  prefervation  he  afcribes  to  their  temporifmg  conformity  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  wortliip.  The  army  employed  to  furround  the  rebel  poft  of 
Vinegar  Flill,  conftituted  a force  of  about  thirteen  thoufand  effective  men, 
with  a formidable  train  of  artillery.  V'ith  this  force  the  whole  infurgent 
army  at  this  poft,  in  which  lay  the  great  ftrength  of  the  rebellion,  might 
liave  been  completely  furrounded.  The  attack  began  at  feven  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  2lft,  with  a tiring  of  cannon  and  mortars.  All  the  divifions 
were  at  their  refpe6tive  pofts,  except  that  of  General  Needham,  who  either 
from  neglect  or  accident  arrived  not  at  his  appointed  pofition  till  nine,  when 
the  bufmefs  was  over.  The  rebels,  after  fuftaining  the  fire  of  the  artillery  and 
fmall  arms  for  an  hour  and  an  half,  abandoned  their  Ration  and  fled  where  the 
paffage  lay  open  for  them,  M'hich  was  the  avenue  intended  to  have  been  occu- 
pied by  General  Needham,  moft  of  them  dire<?ting  their  courfe  towards  Wex- 
ford. Some  hundreds  were  kille<l,  who  were  found  ftraggling  from  the  main 
body  after  the  battle;  but  moft  of  all  the  real  rebels  efcaped,  and  thole  who 
fell  under  the  fwords  of  the  purfuers,  were  perfons  Av  ho  had  been  forced  away 
contrary  to  their  inclinations,  or  who  took  that  "opportunity  of  efcaping 
from  the  rebel  army,  or  loyal  prifoners.*  As  the  flight  of  the  rebels  was  pre- 
cipitate, they  left  behind  them  a great  quantity  of  rich  plunder,  together  with 
all  their  cannon,  amounting  to  thirteen  in  number,  of  which  three  were  fix- 
pounders.  Tb.e  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  king's  forces  was  very  inconfiderable^ 

length  of  offering  a moft  indecent  inftilt  to  his  perfon,  which  fo  irritated  his  feelings,  tliat,  though  on 
the  very  brink  of  eternity,  he  doubled  his  lift  and  knocked  down  the  officer  at  a blow  ■,  upon  which 
he  was  ummercifully  flagellated  and  inftantly  hanged. 

* Dodlor  Hill,  of  Saint  John’s,  near  Ennifcorthy,  a gentleman  highly  efteemed  by  all  his  acquain- 
tance, was  with  his  two  brothers,  w ithin  a hair’s  breath  of  augmenting  the  number  of  flaughtered 
loyalifts  on  this  occafion,  Thefe  three  gentlemen,  who  had  been  prifoners  wdth  the  rebels,  and  in 
the  moft  imminent  danger  of  their  lives,  ran  for  protedtion  to  the  firft  whom  they  law  of  the  royal 
troops,  and  thefe  happened  to  be  Heflians.  Three  of  thefe  protedtors  immediately  put  their  cocked 
piftols  to  the  heads  of  the  three  gentlemen,  when  a pikeman,  running  at  full  fpeed  paft  them  to 
efcape  from  other  foldiers,  diverted  their  attention  for  the  moment : they  thought  proper  to  difpatch 
him  firft,  but  he  led  them  fuch  a chafe  as  faved  the  gentlemen. 
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tlioiig'h  one  oTliccr,  Lieutenant  Sanclys,  of  the  Longford  IMilitia,  was  killed, 
and  four  others  llightly  wounded,  Colonel  King  of  the  Sligo  regiment,  Co- 
lonel Vefey  of  the  county  of  Dublin  regiment,  Lord  Blaney,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Cole.*' 

Eunifeorthy  being  thus  recovered  after  having  been  above  three  weeks  in 
the  hands  of  the  rebels,  many  loyalilts  in  it  Avere  relieved  from  a dreadful  Rate 
of  terror.  Excefl'es,  as  muft  be  expe6Ied  in  fuch  a Rate  of  aR'airs,  were  com- 
mitted by  the  foldiery,  particularly  by  the  Heflian  troops,  who  made  no 
diftimRion  between  loyalifts  and  rebels.  The  moR  remarkable  a6t  of  this 
kind  was  the  Rring  of  a houfe,  wlaich  had  been  ufed  as  an  hofpital  by  the  re- 
bels, in  which  numbers  of  fick  and  wounded  who  vTie  unable  to  efcape  from 
the  flames,  were  burned  to  allies,  f 

The  town  of  Wexford  was  relieved  on  the  fame  day  with  Eunifeorthy,  Bri- 
gadier General  Moore,  according  to  the  plan  formed  hy  General  Lake,  having 
made  a movement  towards  that  quarter  from  the  fide  of  Rofs  on  the  19th, 
with  a body  of  twelve  hundred  troops,  furnilhed  with  artillery  ; and  having 
direfted  his  march  to  Taghmon,  in  his  intended  way  to  Eunifeorthy,  on  the 
20th,  was,  on  his  way  thither,  between  one  and  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
attacked  by  a large  force  of  the  enemy  from  Wexford,  pei  haps  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand,  near  a place  called  GoR’’s  Bridge,  not  far  from  Ilore  Town.  After  an 
action,  which  continued  till  near  eight,  the  rebels  were  repulfed  vuth  con- 


* Great  difeontents  prevailed  in  the  army  upon  General  Needham’s  condudt  on  this  as  on  a for- 
mer occafion.  Non  noftrum  ejl,  to  inftitute  a court  of  enquiry  upon  thofe,  whofe  conduct  has  been 
commended  by  the  commanding  officer.  It  has  raifed  a perfonal  conteft  between  Sir  Richard  Muf- 
grave  and  Mr.  Gordon.  The  general  has  not  a very  powerful  or  perfuafive  advocate.  The  far- 
caftical  appellations  which  became  general  after  the  aftion  of  the  late  General  Needha7n  and  General 
Needham's  gap,  ffiew  on  which  fide  the  mafs  of  inculpation  lay.  The  following,  however,  is  the 
official  account  given  by  General  Lake,  and  publiffiedby  government,  of  as  much  of  that  tranfadlion 
as  General  Needham  was  or  ought  to  have  been  engaged  in,  Lieutenant  General  Dundas  com- 
“ raanded  the  centre  column,  fupported  by  a column  upon  the  right  under  Major  Generals  Sir 
James  Duff  and  Loftus  ■,  a fourth  column  upon  the  left,  was  commanded  by  the  Honorable  Major 
General  Needham.  To  the  determined  fpirit,  with  which  thefe  columns  were  conduced,  and  the 
" great  gallantry  of  the  troops,  we  are  indebted  for  the  fiiort  refiftance  of  the  rebels,  who  main- 
" tained  their  ground  obftinately  for  the  time  above  mentioned,  but  on  perceiving  the  danger  of 
“ being  furrounded,  they  fled  with  great  precipitation, 

-f  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  fays,  he  was  informed  by  a furgeon,  that  the  burning  was  accidental,  the 
bed  clothes  having  been  fet  on  fire  by  the  wadding  of  the  foldier’s  guns,  who  were  ffiooting  the  pa- 
tients in  their  beds. 
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fiderable  flaughter,  and  not  without  fome  lofs  on  the  other  fide.  R}'’  the  evo- 
lutions of  the  foldiery,  and  tlie  rebels  want  of  fubordination  to  their  chiefs, 
tlieir  pikeinen  were  prevented  from  coining  into  action  ; fo  that  no  more 
than  five  hundred  and  fixty  of  their  gun-men  were  really  engaged.  \ et  the 
combat  was  long  doubtful. 

Joined  by  two  regiments  under  Lord  Dalhoufie,  the  army  took  poft  on  the 
field  of  battle ; and  on  the  morning  of  the  21  ft  Acas  proceeding  to  Taghmon, 
when  Captain  iNLiManus,  of  the  Antrim,  and  Lieutenant  Hay,  of  the  North 
Cork  militia,  Avho  had  been  prifoners  with  the  rebels,  arrived  with  propofals 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Wexford  to  furrender  the  town,  and  to  return  to  their 
allegiance,  provided  their  lives  and  properties  Ihonld  be  guaranteed  by  the 
commanding  officer.  To  thefe  propofals,  Avhich  Aveie  forwarded  to  his  fuperior 
commander,  no  anfwer  Avas  returned  by  General  Moore ; but,  inftead  of  pro- 
ceeding to  Taghmon,  he  immediately  directed  his  march  to  '\\  exford,  and 
ftationed  his  army  Avithin  a mile  of  that  tOAvn. 

M'e  left  Wexford  contaminated  Avith  the  butchery  of  fome  unfortunate 
prifoners,  to  AA’hich  Father  Corrin  had,  by  his  exertions,  put  a flop  for  that 
day.*  It  has  been  the  conftant  affcrtion  or  allumption  of  moft  Avriters  upon 

thefe 


* Mr.  Edward  Hay,  who  was  an  ey^e-witnefs  and  a principal  adlor  in  many  of  the  moll  impor- 
tant tranfadtions  at  Wexford,  has  given  the  following  account  of  the  extent  of  tliis  bloody  fcene  on 
the  20th  of  June  (p.  220.) 

Dreadful  andfliocking  events  are  moft  fubjedt  to  mifreprefentations,  as  Individuals  will  imagine 
exceftes  according  to  their  feveral  feelings  ; and  although  it  i.s  confidently  alTcrted,  that  ninety- 
feven  w'ere  put  to  death  on  the  bridge,  I have  good  reafon  to  believe  that  thirty-five  was  the  num- 
ber that  fuffered.  Among  the  various  occupations  alfumed  by  different  perfons  in  the  courfe  of  this 
melancholy  cataftrophe,  one  man,  in  a moft  audible  voice,  counted  the  vidlims  one  by  one,  as  they 
were  put  to  death  ; and  I have  further  reafon  to  believe,  that  thirty-five  was  the  exadl  number  of 
fuft’erers  on  the  bridge,  and  one  at  the  gaol  door  ; amounting  in  all,  that  day  in  Wexford,  to  thirty- 
fix  5 as  on  moft  particular  enquiry,  even  with  the  help  of  the  lifts  publilhed,  as  well  as  from  per- 
fonal  knowledge,  I am  enabled  to  know,  that  feveral  who  are  ftated  to  have  been  facrificed  on  the 
bridge  that  day,  fullered  not  then,  nor  there,  nor  at  all  in  Wexford  j fo  that  I hope  humanity 
will  induce  a future  refradlation  of  the  lifts  alluded  to,  not  only  as  the  affertors  have  been  evidently 
impofed  upon,  but  as  alfo  their  publication  mull  help  to  keep  up  thofe  animofities,  which  theypro- 
fefs  they  do  not  wilh  to  encourage.  But,  if  writers  wall  perfift  in  publifliing  thofe  lifts,  why  not, 
for  the  fake  of  general  and  true  information,  publilh  the  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  by 
whatever  means,  on  both  fides  5 fince  it  mull  ftamp  the  character  of  a partizan  to  detail  but  one 
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tliele  fcenes,  that  on  the  next  day  ever}'-  drop  of  Proteftant  blood  in  Wexford 
was  to  have  been  fpilled.  True  it  may  be,  that  the  ferocious  Dixon,  wlio, 
with  his  affaftins  intoxicated  with  revenge,  fury  and  ^vhilkey,  had  let  out  fo 
much  innocent  blood  on  that  day,  had  not  been  fatiatcd,  and  that  they  voci- 
ferated their  infernal  proje6t  of  continuing  the  immolations  on  the  next  day. 
But  fufilice  it  for  the  hiftorian  faithfully  to  narrate  the  fads  that  have  exifted. 
Although  it  be  allowed  on  all  hands  that  Father  Corrin  put  a ftop  to  thefe  in- 
human butcheries,  abo^it  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  it  has  appeared  to  many 
perfons,  that  the  * Roman  Catholic  clergy  cannot  be  exculpated  from  the  im- 
putation at  leaft  of  not  preventing  thefe  maffacres,  as  it  is  natural  ta  conclude, 
that  their  influence  upon  the  rebels  mufl:  have  been  as  great  at  two  as  it  was 
at  feven  of  the  clock  of  the  fame  day.  The  rej)ly  of  Dr.  Caulfield  to  the  mif- 
reprefentations  of  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  not  only  contains  much  hiftorical 
information,  but  furniflies  the  only  fpecies  of  refutation,  which  the  ftridefl: 
hiftorical  juftice  can  require.  The  evidence  of  the  party  will  hav'e  its  weight 
with  the  candid  public,  according  to  the  credit  it  deferves.  This  Avriter 
(Sir  Richard  Mufgrave)  proceeds,  and  quotes  from  Mr.  George  Taylor's 
lliftory  of  the  Rebellion,  in  the  county  of  Wexford  : “ That  while  this  work 
was  going  on,  a rebel  captain,  being  fliocked  at  the  cries  of  the  vidims,  ran 
“ to  the  Popifli  bifliop,  Adio  was  then  drinking  wine,  Avith  the  utmoft  com- 
“ pofure,  after  dinner : and  knoAving  that  he  could  ftop  the  maflacre  fooner 

lide  of  the  queftion  ? On  that  ever-to-be-lamented  day,  there  are  many,  who  ran  great  rifque  of  per- 
fonal  fafety  in  becoming  advocates  for  the  unfortunate  ; I wilh  I could  learn  of  as  many,  who  ex- 
hibited equal  proof  of  lincerity  in  favour  of  the  haplefsand  ill-fated  people  ! Were  this  the  cafe,  I 
verily  believe  I fhould  not  have  to  relate  the  dreadful  defolation  in  the  county  of  Wexford.” 

* More  faith  may  perhaps  be  given  to  what  Charles  Jackfon  relates  of  others  than  of  himfelf, 
particularly  as  to  the  means  of  faving  his  own  life  : his  teftimony  of  the  conduS  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic clergy  is  veiy  explicit.  " The  condudt  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Wexford  cannot  be 
too  much  commended.  The  titular  Bifhop  Caulfield,  Father  Corrin,  Father  Broe,  an4  indeed  the 
whole  of  the  priefts  and  friars  of  that  town,  on  all  occafions,  ufed  their  intereft  and  exerted  their 
abilities  in  the  caufe  of  humanity.  Every  Sunday,  after  mafs,  they  addrefled  their  audiences,  and 
implored  them  in  the  moft  earneft  manner  not  to  ill  treat  their  prifoners,  and  not  to  have  upon  their 
confciences  the  refleiSlion  of  having  filed  innocent  blood.  When  they  heard  of  executions  going 
forward,  they  flew  to  the  fpot,  and  by  every  intreaty  endeavoured  to  refeue  the  vidlims  from  de- 
ftru6tion.  Sometimes  they  fucceeded ; and,  when  they  failed,  they  fhewed  fufficiently  how  fenfi- 
bly  they  felt  for  the  unhappy  perfons  they  could  not  fave.  The  gallant  Lord  Kingfborough  owed 
his  life  to  the  refolute  interpofition  of  tlie  Catholic  bifliop.” 

“ tlian 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


757 


“ than  any  other  perfon,  entreated  him,  for  the  mercy  of  God,  to  come  and 
“ fave  the  prifoners.  He  in  a very  unconcerned  maimer  replied,  ‘ it  was  no 
“ affair  of  his  ; and  requefted  the  captain  would  fit  doAvn  and  take  a glafs  of 
‘‘  wine  Avith  him,’  adding,  ‘ that  the  people  muft  be  gratified  the  captain 
refufed,”  &c.  &c.” 

To  this  public,  folemn,  and  hateful  charge,  Dr.  Caulfield  thus  publicly, 
folemnly,  and  pointedly  replies  : 

“ Now  I folemnly  declare  to  God  and  man,  that  no  fuch  captain  or  man 
“ came  or  applied  to  me;  and  that  any  captain  or  man  (or  even  Mr. Taylor 
“ himfelf)  who  gave  fuch  information,  gave  a falfe  and  unfounded  one. 

“ Then  comes  on  ; ‘ JMrs.  O’Neil  went  to  the  dofitor  to  complain  of  the  mur- 
der  of  her  nephew,  IMr.  Turner,  on  the  bridge  ; he  was  one  of  the  firflper- 
“ fons  taken  out  of  the  prifon-fliip ; yet  Do6tor  Caulfield  did  not  interfere, 
“ nor  did  ]\Ir.  Corrin,  though  he  waS'  prefen t,  until  ]\Ir.  Kellet  fent  a mef- 
“ fenger  for  him  ; and  there  were  many  perfons  mafiacred  in  the  interval  be- 
“ tween  Mrs.  O’Neil’s  complaint,  and  the  deliverance  of  Mr.  Kellet.’  The 
“ real  faft  is,  that  Mrs.  O’Neil  only  lamented  the  afilual  previous  murder  of 
“ her  nephew,  Edward  Turner,  but  did  not  mention  the  death,  the  murder, 
or  maffacre  of  any_^other  individual,  much  lefs  a general  maffacre.  She  was 
“ not  many  minutes  gone,  Avhcn  a meflenger  came  to  Mr.  Corrin  from  Mr. 
“ Kellet,  who,  he  faid,  was  then  on  the  bridge  ; Mr.  Corrin  went  out  to 
“ fpeak  to  the  meffenger,  and  returned  in  great  fright  and  horror  to  tell  me 
“ the  meffage,  and  ran  off  fpeedily  ; nor  did  this  meflenger,  in  his  hurry, 
“ mention  any  other  to  be  killed,  or  in  danger,  but  Mr.  Kellet  alone.  So 
“ that  I can  with  a clear  confcience  repeat  what  I faid  before  ; and  now  fo- 
“ lemnly  protefl  and  declare  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  my  awful 
“ judge,  and  of  the  court  of  heaven,  that  I was  abfolutely  ignorant  of  that 
“ maffacre  being  intended,  or  perpetrated,  until  fome  hours  after  it’  had 
“ ceafed.  Nor  did  I fee  or  hear  of  a*  black  flag  that  day,  however  incre- 

“ dible 


* Mr.  Hay,  p.  222,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  black  flag:  The  black  flag  that  ap- 
peared  in  Wexford  on  that  day  is,  among  other  things,  talked  of  with  various  chimerical  con- 
“ jeftures,  audits  notoriety  as  denouncing  maflacre  has  been  confidently  recorded  ; notwithftand- 
ing  that  it  is  an  abfolute  fa6t,  that  this  identical  black  flag  was,  throughout  the  whole  infurrec- 
“ tiou,  borne  by  a particular  corps,  and  the  carrying  of  banners  of  that  colour  was  by  no  means  a 
“ Angular  circumflance  during  that  period,  as  flags  of  that  and  every  other  hue,  except  orange, 
were  waved  by  the  infurgents  j and  from  their  difl'erent  dyes  ingenious  conjedures,  however 

“ ground- 
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‘‘  clible  it  may  appear  to  Sir  Richard,  for  I kept  moftly  in  my  ownhoufe  (and 
“ particularly  that  day),  except  when  I was  fentfor  by  fome  proteftant  neigh- 
“ boLir;  and  my  refidence  is  adjoining  the  town  wall,  and  Ihut  in  from  the 
“ ftreet,  of  which  I have  no  view,  nor  of  the  town,  except  of  the  tops  of  a 
“ few  houfes,  and  even  them,  for  the  moft  part,  outfide  the  town  ; fo  that 
“ as  I am  feldom  out,  I feldom  know  what  palfes  in  the  ftreet  or  town,  until 
“ I am  informed  by  others.’’* 

The  following  hiftorical  account  is  given  by  Dr.  Caulfield  himfelf  of  the 
tranfadions  of  the  21  ft  of  June  ; which,  abftracling  from  the  perfonal  refpec- 
tability  of  his  charader,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  falfely  given  with 
fo  much  folemn  notoriety  in  defiance  of  thoufands  of  eye-witnefles  amongft 
whom  he  was  to  continue,  as  he  ftill  does,  to  abide,  with  the  folace  and  fup- 
port  of  unimpeachable  veracity  and  honour  : — 

“t  Having  received  a moft  prefling  meflage  from  Lord  Kingfborough  and 
“ Captain  Keugh,  early  on  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  21  ft  of  June,  1798, 
“ I haftened  to  them,  to  the  houfe  of  Robert  IMeyler,  Avhere  Lord  Kingfbo- 


“ groundlefs,  for  the  maintenance  of  prejudice,  may  be  made  as  to  the  feveral  difpofitions  of  the 
“ bodies  who  moved  under  them,  as  little  founded  in  fa6t  or  intention,  as  was  the  original  deftina- 
tion  of  the  black  enfign  in  queftion.” 

* This  ftatement  of  Dr.  Caulfield  is  confirmed  by  the  following  oath  of  Mr,  Corrin. — For  fome 
other  oaths  and  declarations  upon  this  fubjeft,  vide  Appendix,  No.  CXV, 

Countji  of  Wexford  to  avV.] — Rev.  John  Corrin,  of  Wexford,  came  before  me  this  day,  and  made 
a voluntary  and  folemn  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts,  that  Doftor  Caulfield  dined  at  home  in  his 
own  houfe  on  Wednefday  the  20th  of  June,  1798,  and  this  deponent  dined  with  him  there  on  the 
fame  day  ; that  this  deponent  verily  believes,  that  Dodtor  Caulfield  was  not  apprifed  of  the  maflacre 
perpetrated  on  the.  bridge  of  Wexford  on  that  day,  until  it  had  ceafed  : that  he  would  have  pre- 
vented that  and  all  other  murders  and  atrocious  adts  committed  during  the  late  horrid  rebellion,  had 
he  the  power  to  do  fo.  This  deponent  further  fvvears,  that  being  out  of  town  on  duty,  that  day, 
from  twelve  o’clock  to  a quarter  palt  four  in  the  evening,  he  was  not  apprifed  of  any  one  having 
been  murdered  on  that  day,  until  fome  time  after  his  return  Mrs.'  Catherine  O’Neil,  alias  Goodhall, 
came  to  Dr.  Caulfield’s,  and  told  the  doftor  and  him,  that  her  nephew,  Edward  Turner,  had  juft 
been  killed,  without  mentioning  any  general  malfacre,  whieh  this  deponent  had  no  knowledge  of, 
until  receiving  a prefling  meffage  from  Mr.  Kellet,  he  haftened  to  the  bridge,  where  he  perceived 
feveral  devoted  victims,  who,  after  this  deponent  had  on  his  knees  with  tears  and  entreaties  ad- 
drelfed  the  furious  rabble,  were  all  by  Divine  Providence  fpared.” 

Sworn  before  me  this  10th  day  of  April,  1801,  John  Corrin, 

John  Lyster, 

f Report  p.  15. 
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“ rough  was  ftill  a prifoner.  On  my  arrival.  Captain  Keugh  told  me,  he  had 

that  morning-  given  up  the  government  of  the  town  to  Lord  Kinglhorougb, 
“ and  the  mayoralty  to  Dr.  Jacob  ; they  both  told  me  the  rebels  w ere  beaten 
“ and  routed  everywhere,  and  were  pouring  into  the  town  by  thoufands,  from 
“ all  quarters;  that  if  they  continued  any  time  in  the  town,  they  would  pro- 
“ ceed  to  murder  all  the  prifoners,  as  they  had  declared  the  day  before  ; and 
“ that  if  the  troops  fliould  overtake  them  in  town,  they  would  make  a general 
“ flaughter  of  them,  and  perhaps  indifcriminately  of  the  inhabitants,  and  re- 
“ duce  the  town  to  allies  ; that  the  only  means  of  preventing  thefe  Ihocking 
“ difafters,  was  to  get  the  rebels  out  of  tOAvm  ; that  a ftrong  reprefentation  of 
“ their  own  danger,  and  of  Lord  Kinglboroiigh’s  negociations  with  the  mili- 
“ tary  commanders  and  government,  would  have  more  weight  with  the 
“ rebels  than  any  exhortations  or  conlideration  of  duty.  They  then  called 
“ on  and  conjured  me  to  exert  myfelf,  and  to  call  the  reft  of  the  clergy  to 
“ help  me  to  prevail  on  the  rebels,  as  they  came  in,  to  leave  the  town,  for 
“ their  own  and  the  general  fafety. 

“ In  this  ftate  of  things,  I did  not  Ikulk  or  fly  (as  perhaps  I might),  I im- 
“ mediately  fent  to  the  clergy  ; they  came  to  aflift  me,  and  not  only  they, 
“ but  many  or  rnofl.  of  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  ^\^exford,  loyal 
“ men,  (though  fome  to  fave  themfelves  had  been  obliged  to  appear  as  rebels) 
“ nay  even  real  profefled  rebels  aided  us.  IMr.  Perry,  the  notable  Captain 
“ Dixon,  See.  helped  us ; we  did  our  utmoll  from  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning 
“ to  the  going  down  of  the  fun,  and  under  God,  Ave  fucceeded  in  prevailing 
“ on  the  rebels  to  lea\-e  the  town  ; and  thereby  pre\’ented  all  the  mifehief  and 
“ misfortunes,  Avhich  might  and  probably  Avould  attend  and  follow  fiom  their 
“ remaining  in  it.  There  was  no  prifoner  put  to  death,  no  Proteftant  mur- 
“ dered,  no  houfes  burnt,  (though  feveral  of  the  rebels  threatened,  and  fome 
“ of  them  attempted  to  fet  fire  to  the  town)  no  difafter  took  jilace,  all  Avas 
“ faved,  prifoners,  proteftants,  inhabitants,  and  the  tOAvn  AAere  fate, 

“ When  the  occafion,  the  only  one,  and  the  circumftances  occurred  in 
“ Avhich  I thought  I could  act  Avith  fome  effect,  I fet  out  Avith  all  the  eneigy 
“ of  my  mind  and  body,  regardlefs  of  my  OAvn  life,  (Avhich  Avas  repeatedly  in 
“ imminent  danger)  or  of  an}^  other  conlideration  than  that  before  me,  the 
“ common  fafety.  I travelled  many  thoufand  rebels  on  that  day,  exhorting, 
“ befeeching,  fometiines  handing  in  a Avood  of  pikes,  or  ftriving  to  Avalk 
“ through  them,  and  fomelimes  on  my  knees,  conjuring  them  to  depart; 

- thofe 
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“ tliofe  who  came  in  lateft  were  the  mod  obftinate,  fanguinary,  and  infuriate, 
“ on  whom  we  could  hardly  make  any  imprefiion  ; fo  that  from  conftant  and 
“ vehement  fpeaking,  I got  quite  hoarfc,  and  from  unremitted  exertion  I bc- 
“ came  fo  exhaufted,  fo  languid  and  faint,  that  I defpaired  of  eftecting  my 
“ purpofe,  and  Avould  have  given  it  up,  were  it  not  that  the  people  of  the 
town  and  many  rebels  of  more  humanity  and  reafon  ftill  prefied  me  to  con- 
tinue.  I didfo  until  the  hpiare,  the  flreets,  the  town  was  cleared  of  rebels, 
“ except  that  a few  ftragglers  might  have  lurked  in  private  houfes.  Such 
“ was  my  condu6l  on  that  memorable  and  fortunate  day. 

“ The  tranfa6tion,  to  which  I here  refer,  was  public  and  notorious.  I call 
“ upon  any  perfon  who  can,  to  controvert  the  truth  of  my  ftatement.  Before 
“ I clofe  this  narrative,  I mud  add,  that  the  reprefentations  niade  fo  fuccefs- 
“ fully  by  the  clergy,  upon  this  occadon,  would  have  produced  little  ededl 
“ whild  the  rebels  entertained  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs,  much  lefs  whild  they 
“ were  elated  and  rendered  confident  by  an  appearance  of  victory.  Wiien 
“ we  addreded  them,  they  were  routed,  and  their  force  broken  by  difafters  ; 
“ applying  ourfelves  to  them  at  that  critical  moment,  and  holding  out  to  them 
“ a profpe6t  of  pardon,  which  was  the  only  hope  they  could  indulge  in  fuch 
“ circumdances,  we  were  the  indruments  under  God  of  foftening  the  unruly 
“ multitude  into  forbearance. 

“ It  is  obvious  that  Lord  Kingfborough  might  have  been  fpared  or  faved, 
“ for  reafons  or  circumdances  that  did  not  operate  for  others,  or  for  any 
‘‘  other  individual.  He  was  a nobleman  of  intereft  and  confequence,  an  im- 
portant  hoftage,  a military  man  treating  with  military  commanders  for  fa- 
“ vourable  terms  for  the  rebels  ; thefe  circumdances  and  confiderations  did 
not  attend  or  attach  to  other  individuals,  and  which  mud  have  weight  with 
even  a rebel  in  his  ferious  and  cool  fenfes,  particularly  in  fo  perilous  a fitu- 
“ ation.  Hence  I think  it  fair  to  fay,  that  his  lord  blip  might  have  been 
“ fpared,  though  others  had  fudered.  But,  thank  God,  the  truth  is,  no  one 
“ differed  on  that  day  or  occalion.”*  ^ 

Lord 

^ Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  is  called  upon  by  Dr.  Caulfield  in  his  reply  (p.  19)  if  he  cannot  deny 
with  effe6t,  which  he  defies  him  to  do,  the  ftatement  which  he  folemnly  declared  to  be  the  abfolute 
truth,  that  he  would  change  or  withdraw  his  hypothetic  argument  and  invidious  conclufion : probably 
alluding  to  the  fuppofed  or  aflumed  poffibility  of  preventing  the  maflacres,  at  two  o’clock,  by  the  per- 
fons  who  had  influence  enough  to  flop  them  at  leven.  Mr,  Gordon  in  his  2d  edition  fays,  (p.  J 86) 

“ I have 
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Lord  Kingfborough  certainly  was  confidcred  by  the  rebel  chiefs  as  a va- 
luable hoftage ; and  perhaps  if  they  had  fully  availed  tbemfelves  of  this  ad- 
vantage, fome  terms  might  have  been  obtained  in  their  favor;  though  of  the 
lives  of  hoftages  no  account  feems  to  have  been  made  by  many  of  the  com- 
manders of  his  majefty’s  troops.  The  offers  of  furrender  tranfmitted  by  Cap- 
tain jNLJManus,  and  forwarded  by  General  Moore  to  his  fuperior,  were  dif- 
dainfully  rejected  by  General  Lake,  who  returned  for  anfwer,  that  no  terms 
could  be  granted  to  rebels  in  arms,  but  that  the  deluded  multitude  might 
have  peace  and  protedlion  when  their  arms  and  leaders  lliould  have  been  de- 
livered into  his  hands. 

Enfign  Harman  of  the  North  Cork,  who  was  fent  with  Mr.  Carthy  by  Lord 
Kingfborough  on  a fecond  miffion  to  General  IMoore,  was  intercepted 
and  lliot,  almoft  as  foon  as  he  had  quitted  the  town,  by  one  Timothy  ^Vhelan, 
a furious  maniac,  who  having  fliot  Enfign  Harman,  fnapped  a piftol  at  iMr. 

I have  apparently  no  right,  and  therefore  no  inclination  to  deny  the  Doftor’s  (Caulfield)  fiate- 
“ ment."  He  then  refers  to  his  own  Appendix,  No.  5,  which  contains  a letter  from  Dr,  Caulfield 
to  a Magiftrate,  which  appeared  much  in  his  favour,  and  which  may  alfo  be  feen  in  the  Appendix  to 
this  work,  No.  CXVI.  Upon  this  fubjeft  Mr.  Gordon  had  thus  argued  (p.  18S)  which  had 
diflatisfied  Dr.  Caulfield  : ” Much  has  been  written  in  the  accufation  and  defence  of  the  Romilh 
“ clergy  of  Wexford,  who  are  faid  to  have  refufed  to  interfere  until  five  hours  of  butchery  had 
‘‘  elapfed,  and  the  news  of  the  menacing  movements  of  the  king’s  forces  arrivedj  though  their  in- 
“ fluence  might  be  fuppofed  as  powerful  at  two  o’clock,  when  the  maflacre  commenced,  as  at 
“ feven.  I raufl:  confefs  myfelf  incompetent  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  in  this  controverfy  ; to 
“ attempt  to  flop  the  flaughter  of  real  or  fuppofed  rebels,  where  the  loyalifts  were  viftorious,  would 
have  been  not  only  altogether  fruitlefs  in  a Proteftant  clergyman,  but  even  extremely  dangerous 
to  his  perfonal  fafety.  Certainly  the  influence  of  the  Romilh  clergy  over  their  followers  (which, 
however,  feems  at  prefent  in  a ftate  of  decline)  is  beyond  all  comparifon  greater  than  that  of  the 
Proteftant  over  theirs  j yet  to  what  extent  that  influence  might,  among  fo  infuriate  a rabble, 
“ have  been  fafely  or  fuccefsfully  exerted  ; or  how  far  conftitutional  timidity,  or  well  grounded 
“ fear,  may  be  juftly  admitted  as  a plea,  I cannot  pretend  to  determine.  Dr.  Caulfield,  theRomifli 
" bifliop,  fucceeded,  with  apparently  extreme  difficulty,  in  his  endeavours  to  refeue  from  the  al- 
“ faffins.  Lord  Kingfborough,  Colonel  of  the  North  Cork  regiment  of  militia,  who  had  rendered 
“ himfelf  particularly  an  objeft  of  hatred,  at  leaft,  to  the  rebels,  by  actions,  concerning  the  utility 
“ of  which  totheloyal  party  I fliall  notprefunie  to  give  judgment,  but  leave  the  decifion  to  the  loy- 
alifts  of  Wexford,  who  law  the  example  which  he  fet,  and  the  difeipline  which  he  maintained  in 
the  regiment.  The  limitation  of  the  Do6tor’s  interference  to  a perfon  of  high  rank,  who  might 
“ in  reverfe  of  fortune  repay  the  fervice,  has  with  feeming  juftice  been  deemed  by  fome  a proof 
" of  interefted  conduct ; and  his  fuccefs,  in  favour  of  lb  obnoxious  a fubje6l,  an  irrefragable  ar- 
" gnment  of  his  ability  to  fave  many  others.” 

Voi.  H.  5 j> 


Carthy 


702 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


Carthy,  who  inftantly  returned  into  town.  This  ruffian  afterward  had  the  au- 
dacity to  attempt  the  life  of  Lord  Kingffiorough,  in  order  to  put  an  end  at 
once  to  all  accommodation ; he  would  have  been  ordered  for  inftant  execution 
by  the  chiefs,  but  for  fear  of  irritating  the  great  body  of  the  populace,  too 
ready  in  fuch  perturbed  times  to  miftake  defperation  for  heroifm,  and  to  fubfti- 
tute  inftant  vTngeance  upon  the  unrefifting  for  zeal  and  prowefs  in  the  gene- 
ral caufe. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Wexford  by  the  main  body  of  the  rebels,  Father 
Philip  Roche,  accompanied  by  three  gentlemen  of  that  denomination,  met 
in  his  way  out  of  town  four  men  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Ennifcorthy, 
who  faid,  that  they  were  going  into  Wexford  to  put  the  prifoners  to  death, 
fmce  others  had  not  the  courage  to  do  it,  while  Roclie  with  a drawn  fword 
commanded  them  to  turn  back  without  entering  the  town,  and  one  of  them 
prefented  a blunderbufs  at  him,  and  fwore  that  none  ftrould  prevent  them ; 
the  three  gentlemen  of  Roche’s  company  fled,  leaving  him  to  contend  alone 
with  the  four  murderers.  After  a furious  altercation  the  matter  \vas  com- 
pounded. The  murderers  took  a folemn  oath  (and  the  low  Irifh  confider  an 
oath  to  a prieft  as  peculiarly  binding)  that  they  would  merely  take  a little  re- 
frefliment,  and  immediately  quit  the  town  without  the  perpetration  of  any 
mifchicf.  It  cannot  therefore  be  faid,  that  the  dreadful  apprehenfions  of  a 
general  maflacre  by  the  rebels  before  they  evacuated  the  town,  were  altogether 
without  reafon  and  grounds ; though  not  founded  either  in  the  cohdu6f  or 
principles  of  the  leaders,  or  the  fyftem  or  regular  organization  of  their  dif- 
cipline,  as  appears  from  the  before  mentioned  proclamations. 

The  infurgents  were  at  length  prevailed  on,  by  the  inceflant  entreaties  and 
exertions  of  their  chiefs,  to  quit  the  town.  They  divided  themfelves  into 
two  bodies:  one  under  the  command  of  the  Reverend  Philip  Roche,  march- 
ed into  the  barony  of  Forth,  and  encamped  that -night  at  Sledagh;  the  other, 
under  the  conduft  of  Meflieurs  Fitzgerald,  Perry,  and  Edward  Roche,  pro- 
ceeded over  the  bridge  to  Peppard’s  Caftle,  where  they  took  their  ftation  for 
that  night. 

General  Moore,  availing  himfelf  of  the  retreat  of  the  rebels,  and  having 
been  informed  by  Captain  Bourke  of  the  peaceable  difpofition  of  the  Wex- 
ford people,  had  approached  within  two  miles  of  the  town,  when  Captain 
Bqyd,  the  reprefentative  of  Wexford  (now  returning  heme  in  General 
Moore’s  train)  made  many  cautious  and  minute  inquiries,  from  Captain 
Bourke  wffio  had  been  come  recently  from  that  town,  and  having  himfelf, 
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from  the  commanding  elevation  of  the  road,  obferved  the  retreat  of  the  in- 
furgents  over  the  bridge,  entered  the  town  attended  with  eight  yeomen, 
almoft  with  as  much  precipitancy,  as  he  had  formerly  abandoned  it ; loudly 
declaring  the  army  at  his  heels.  The  face  of  the  town  was  inftantly  chang- 
ed ; perfons,  -who  but  the  moment  before  appeared  anxious  to  demonftrate 
their  friendlhip  for  the  rebels,  inftantaneouily  changed  fides,  and  vied  with 
each  other  in  exhibiting  fymptoms  of  their  loyalty.  General  Moore,  on 
confultation  with  Lord  Kinglborough,  thought  it  moft  advifeable  not  to  let 
his  troops  into  the  town,  which  it  had  previoutly  been  determined  to  anni- 
hilate before  the  negociation  had  been  propofed  ; fo  that  it  required  the  ut- 
inofl  precaution  to  prevent  its  being  plundered,  facked  and  deftroyed.  Ge- 
neral Moore  took  his  ftation  on  the  Windmill  Hills,  which  completely  com- 
manded the  town.  A Hoop  of  war,  and  three  gun-boats  were  fo  Rationed, 
that  Wexford  was  thoroughly  invefted  both  by  land  and  w^ater.  No  fooner 
had  the  army  entered  the  town,  than  all  the  wounded  men  in  the  hofpital  were 
put  to  the  fword,  and  fome  of  the  ftraggling  inhabitants  loft  their  lives,  not- 
withftanding  the  moft  exprefs  orders  of  General  Moore,  that  no  kind  of  excefs 
tliould  be  committed. 

Relying  on  the  faith  of  Lord  Kingfborough's  promifes  of  complete  pro- 
te6tion  of  perfons  and  properties,  feveral  remained  in  the  town  of  Wexford, 
unconfcious  of  any  reafon  to  apprehend  danger ; but  they  were  foon  taken 
up  and  committed  to  gaol.  The  Reverend  Philip  Roche  had  fuch  confi- 
dence in  thefe  affurances,  and  was  fo  certain  of  obtaining  fimilar  terms  for 
thofe  under  his  command,  that  he  left  his  force  at  Sledagh,  in  full  hopes  of 
being  permitted  to  return  in  peace  to  their  homes,  and  v’as  on  his  way  to 
Wexford  unarmed,  coming,  as  he  thought,  to  receive  a confirmation  of  the 
conditions,  and  lb  little  apprehenfive  of  danger,  that  he  advanced  within  the 
lines,  before  he  was  recognized.  He  was  inftantly  dragged  from  his  horfe, 
and  in  the  moft  ignominious  manner  taken  up  to  the  camp  on  the  Windmill 
Hills,  pulled  by  the  hair,  kicked,  buffeted,  and  at  length  hauled  down  to 
the  gaol  in  fuch  a condition  as  fcarcely  to  be  recognized.  The  people  M’hom 
he  had  left,  in  expectation  of  being  permitted  to  return  quietly  home,  wait- 
ed his  arrival,  but  at  laft  being  informed  of  his  fate,  they  abandoned  all  idea 
of  peace,  and  fet  off  under  the  command  of  the  Reverend  John  IVIiirphy  to 
Look’s  jMill,  and  fo  on,  through  Scollaghgap,  into  the  county  of  Carlow. 

From  the  encampment  at  Ballenkeele,  commanded  by  General  Needham, 
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detachments  -were  fent  out  to  fcour  the  country.  They  burned  the  Catholic 
chapel  of  Ballemurein,  befides  feveral  houfes  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
principal  of  thefe  were  that  of  Newpark,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  that 
of  Mr.  Edmund  Stafford,  niiftaking  it  for  the  dwelling  of  General  Edward 
Roche.  In  Ihort,  death  and  defolation  were  fpread  throughout  the  country, 
which  was  fearched  and  hunted  fo  feverely,  that  fcarcely  a man  efcaped  : 
the  old  and  harmlefs  fuffered,  wdiilft  they  who  had  the  ufe  of  their  limbs  and 
were  guilty,  had  previoutly  made  oft’  with  the  main  body  of  the  people. 
*The  dead  bodies  fcattered  about,  with  their  throats  cutacrofs,  and  mangled 
in  the  moft  Ibocking  manner,  exhibited  fcenes  exceeding  the  ufual  horrors  of 
M^ar.  The  foldiery  on  this  occafion,  particularly  the  dragoons  of  General 
Ferdinand  Ilompefche,  were  permitted  to  indulge  in  fuch  ferocity  and  brutal 
luff  to  the  fex,  that  muff  perpetuate  hatred  and  horror  of  the  army  to  gene- 
rations. 

The  northern  part  of  the  county  of  Wexford  had  been  almoft  totally  de- 
ferted  by  all  themiale  inhabitants  on  the  IQth,  at  the  approach  of  the  army 
under  General  Needham.  Some  of  the  yeomanry,  who  had  formerly  de- 
ferted  it,  returned  to  Gorey  on  the  2 iff,  and  on  finding  no  officer  of  the 
army  as  was  expedted  to  command  there,  they,  with  many  others,  who  re- 
turned along  with  them,  fcoured  the  country  round,  and  killed  great  numbers 
in  their  houfes,  befides  all  the  ftragglers  they  met,  moft  of  whom  tvcre  making 
the  belt  of  their  way  home  unarmed  from  the  infurgents,  'v\'ho  Avere  then 
believed  to  be  totally  difcomfited.  Thefe  tranfaftions  being  made  known  to 
a body  of  the  infurgents,  encamped  at  Peppard’s  Caftle,  on  the  22d,  they 
refolved  to  retaliate,  and  diredlly  marched  for  Gorey,  tvliither  they  had  other- 
wife  no  intention  of  proceeding.  The  yeomen  and  their  alfociates,  upon  the 
near  approach  of  the  infurgents,  fled  back  with  precipitation ; and  thence 
accompanied  by  many  others,  haftcned  toward  Arklow,  but  were  purfued  as 
far  as  Coolgreney,  with  the  lofs  of  forty-feven  men.  The  day  Avas  called 
bloody  Friday.  The  infurgents  had  been  exafperated  to  this  vengeance  by 
difcovering  through  the  country  as  they  came  along,  feveral  dead  men,  Avith 
their  Ikulls  fplit  afunder,  their  bowels  ripped  open,  and  their  throats  cut 
acrofs,  befides  fome  dead  Avomen  and  children : they  even  met  the  dead 
bodies  of  two  women,  about  Avdiich  their  furviving  children  were  creeping-, 

* Hay’s  Hiftory  of  the  Infurredion  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  p.  245. 
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and  bewailing  them  ! Thefe  fights  haftened  the  infurgent  force  to  Gorey, 
where  their  cxafperation  was  confiderably  augmented  by  difcovering  the  pigs 
in  the  ftreets  devouring  the  bodies  of  nine  men,  who  had  been  hanged  the 
day  before,  with  feveral  others  recently  Ihot,  and  fome  ftill  expiring. 

After  the  return  of  the  infurgents  from  the  purfuit,  feveral  perfons  were 
found  lurking  in  the  town  and  brought  before  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  particularly 
IMr.  Pippard,  fovereign  of  Gorey ; but  from  this  gentleman’s  age  and  refpec- 
tability,  he  was  confidered  incapable  of  being  acceflary  to  the  perpetration  of 
the  horrid  cruelty,  which  provoked  and  prompted  this  fudden  revenge,  and 
he  and  others  were  faved,  protefted,  and  fet  at  liberty.  At  this  critical 
time  the  news  of  the  burning  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  houfe,  on  fo  trying  an  oc- 
cafion  were  remarkable ; forgetful  of  fuch  great  perfonal  injury,  he  exerted 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  reftrain  the  infurgents,  who  vociferated  hourly  for 
vengeance  for  their  favorites,  and  fucceeded  in  leading  them  off  from  Gorey; 
when  after  a flight  repaft,  they  refumed  their  intended  route,  refted  that 
night  at  the  White  Heaps  on  Croghan  mountain,  and  on  the  23d  fet  off  for 
the  mountains  of  Wicklow. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  fcenes  of  blood  and  ffaughter,  it  muff  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  the  iMarquis  Cornwallis  arrived  in  Dublin  on  the  20th  of  June, 
1708,  with  a plenitude  of  power  exceeding  that  of  his  predeceffbr,  by  the 
fupremacy  of  the  military  command  having  been  fuperadded  to  the  civil  go- 
vernment of  the  country.  This  appointment  in  this  critical  jundture  appears 
under  providence  to  have  been  the  immediate  falvation  of  Ireland,  not  only 
by  putting  an  immediate  check  upon  the  uncontrouled  ferocioufuefs  of  the 
foldiery,  by  flopping  military  executions,  fufpending  the  fentences  of  courts 
martial  till  he  had  himfelf  revifed  the  minutes,  by  converting  the  fyftem  of 
coercion  and  terrorifm  into  that  of  conciliation,  by  gaining  the  affections  of 
the  people,  by  drawing  upon  himfelf  the  hatred  of  the  Orangemen,  by  bring- 
ing to  bear  the  incorporate  Union  with  Great  Britain,  as  the  efficient  means 
of  redrefling  popular  grievances  and  crufliing  the  feeds  of  perpetual  feuds 
and  acrimony  kept  up  chiefly  by  the  fubfiftence  of  Orangifm.  Immediately 
upon  his  arrival,  he  affumed  the  reins  of  government.  In  the  firft  days  of 
his  adminiftration  the  old  fyftem  v'as  completely  a6led  upon  in  the  final  fet- 
tlement  of  the  ^Fexford  rebellion.  This  inftantly  convinced  his  excellency 
of  the  imperious  necefiity  of  that  total  change  of  fyftem,  which  was  foon  after 
eftabliihed  throughout  the  kingdom,  fo  much  to  the  honor  of  the  chief  go- 
vernor 
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vernor  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  Britidi  empire.  Thefe  pofthumous  acts  of 
the  extorted  fyftem  of  coercion  in  the  final  fcenes  at  Wexford,  will  be  pro- 
perly noticed  at  prefent,  before  we  draw  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  rebellion  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

After  the  total  evacuation  of  the  town  of  Wexford  by  the  rebel  forces, 
under  a general  confidence  that  their  propofal  and  Lord  Kinglborough’  un- 
dertaking would  have  been  attended  to- and  obferved.  General  Lake  enter- 
ed the  town  on  the  22d  of  June,  in  the  morning,  and  remained  there  with 
his  Raff  for  feveral  days,  in  the  houfe  lately  occupied  by  the  rebel  Governor 
Keugh.  Although  the  town  were  providentially  not  deli\;ered  over  to  be 
facked  and  demolilhed  by  the  military,  yet  ahndft  all  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants were  immediately  taken  up,  confined  to  gaol,  and  arraigned  for  trea- 
fon.  Captain  Keugh  had  remained  at  Lord  Kingfborough’s  lodgings,  and 
after  the  furrender  of  the  town  two  centinels  were  placed  on  him  there  for  two 
days,  when  he  was  removed  to  the  gaol.  Mr.  Cornelius  Grogan  was  taken 
at  his  feat  at  Johnftown  where  lie  had  remained,  unconfeious  of  any  danger 
until  conducted  to  prifon.  IMr.  Bagenal  Harvey  had  gone  to  his  rcfidence  at 
Bargycaftle,  in  plenary  confidence  that  the  terms  agreed  upon  with  Lord 
Kingfl)orough,  would  be  ratified ; and  under  that  conviftion  he  fent  fome 
fat  cattle  into  VI’exford  for  the  ufe  of  the  army;  but  learning  from  the  mef- 
fenger  vdio  drove  them  thither,  that  no  conditions  whatever  would  be  ob- 
tained, he  haftened  with  the  fatal  news  to  Mr.  Colclough.  This  gentleman 
had  previoufly  takemhis  wife  and  child  to  one  of  the  Saltee  iflands,  where  he 
thought  to  have  weathered  out  the  ftorm  of  the  angry  time  in  a cave,  which 
he  had  reforted  to  for  concealment.  Thither  Mr.  Harvey  aifo  repaired  ; they 
were  all  foon  difeovered,  and  the  news  of  their  being  taken  arrived  in  Wex- 
ford, while  they  were  making  the  harbour  in  a boat.  This  attracted  a great 
number  of  people  to  the  quay,  curious  to  fee  th.ern  brought  in,  and  amidtl 
this  concourfe  Mr.  Harvey,  and  Mr.  Colclough  and  his  lady  were  landed. 
The  gentlemen  were  then  led  through  the  gazing  multitude  to  the  gaol,  where 
they  were  confined  in  the  condemned  cells. 

A court  martial  was  infiituted  for  the  trial  of  prifoners  on  charges  of  trea- 
fon.  The  Reverend  Philip  Roche  was  the  firft  tried  and  condemned  by  this 
tribunal.  Captain  Keugh  was  the  next  put  on  his  trial,  at  which  he  made 
a very  able  defence,  but  was  alfo  condemned.  The  entrance  of  the  wooden 
bridge  was  the  feene  fixed  on  for  the  place  of  execution.  The  large  ftature 
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of  the  Reverend  Philip  Roche  caufed  the  rope  he  was  hauled  up  with  to  break ; 
but  another  was  foon  procured,  and  his  life  was  ended  with  double  torture. 
The  head  of  Captain  Keugh  was  feparated  from  his  body,  and  placed  on  a 
pike  over  the  front  of  the  court  houfe.  Their  bodies,  together  with  thofe  of 
others  executed  at  the  fame  time,  were  ftripped  and  treated  with  the  utmoft 
brutality  and  indecency,  previous  to  their  being  thrown  over  the  bridge. 

Mr.  Grogan  was  brought  to  trial  on  the  'lOth,  but  the  evidence,  which  he 
hoped  to  obtain  of  his  innocence,  did  not  attend  on  account  of  the  general 
apprehenfion  that  prevailed.  His  trial  was  therefore  poftponed,  and  he  was 
remanded  to  gaol.  Mr.  Harvey  was  then  put  on  his  trial,  Avhich  lafted  for 
the  beft  part  of  the  day,  and  ended  in  his  condemnation.  Mr.  Grogan  s 
trial  was  then  refumed;  but  this  he  did  not  expect  until  the  next  day,  and 
confequently  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure  all  the  neceffary  evidence.  It 
was  indeed  proved,  that  he  was  forced  to  join  the  infurgents,  but  this  did  not 
prevent  a fentence  of  convi6tion.  The  condemnation  of  thefe  gentlemen  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Irilli  parliament,  which  pafled  an  a6t  of  attain- 
der again  ft  them,  and  a confifcation  of  their 'properties;  on  the  parliamentary 
enquiry  into  the  merit  of  thefe  proceedings,  it  appeared  that  the  court  mar- 
tial had  not  been  even  fworn:  Mr.  Grogan  h&s  been  confidered  by  vsry 
many  as  facrificed  to  the  violent  temper  of  the  times.  On  the  27th  Meffrs. 
Harvey,  Grogan,  and  ]\Ir.  Patrick  Prendergaft,  a rich  maltfter  in  Wexford, 
were  ordered  out  to  execution.  They  were  conduced  to  the  bridge,  and 
there  hanged;  the  heads  of  Meflrs.  Grogan  and  Harvey  were  cut  off  and 
placed  upon  pikes  upon  each  fide  of  that  of  Captain  Keugh;  their  bodies 
were  ftripped  and  treated  Avith  the  ufual  brutal  indecencies,  before  they  Avere 
caft  OA’er  the  bridge  ! JNfr.  Colclough  Aras  tried  on  the  fame  day  and  con- 
demned. On  the  next  day  he  Avas  executed,  but  his  body,  at  the  intercefiion 
of  his  lady,  Avas  given  up  to  her  to  be  interred.  Mr.  John  Kelly  of  Killan, 
Avhofe  courage  and  intrepidity  had  been  fo  confpicuous  at  the  battle  of  Rofs, 
noAV  lay  ill  in  Wexford,  of  a Avound  Avhich  he  had  received  in  that  engage-- 
ment;  he  Avas  taken  prifoner  from  his  bed,  tried  and  condemned  to  die,  and 
brought  on  a car  to  the  place  of  execution,  his  head  Avas  cut  off,  and  his 
body,  after  the  accuftomed  indignities,  Avas  throAvn  OA^er  the  bridge.  The 
head,  hoAvever,  AV’as  referved  for  other  exhibition.  It  Avas  firft  kicked  about 
on  the  cuftom  houfe  quay,  and  then  brought  up  into  the  tOAvn,  throAvn  up 
and  treated  in  the  fame  manner  oppofite  the  houfe  in  Avhich  his  fifter  lodged. 
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in  order  that  die  might  witnefs  the  favage  fport  and  horrid  fpedacle : the 
head  was  afterwards  placed  above  that  of  Captain  Keugh,  over  the  door  of 
the  court  houfe. 

Mhth  this  laft  bloody  fcene  at  W exford  the  reign  of  terrorifm  may  properly 
be  faid  to  have  clofed.  On  the  28th  of  June  General  Lake  was  ordered  from 
Wexford,  and  a new  fyftem  of  mercy  and  conciliation  was  ferioufly  entered 
upon.  General  Hunter,  upon  whom  the  command  at  Wexford  fell  on  the 
departure  of  General  Lake,  found  that  the  only  feverity  he  had  to  exercife 
was  upon  the  gentry  and  yeomanry,  whofe  fanguinary  and  vindidlive  exer- 
tions, it  became  necetfary  to  check,  left  the  people  lliould  be  goaded  into  a 
relapfe.  He  foon  gained  the  afte6tions  and  gratitude  of  the  people,  who  in 
confequence  of  that  change  of  meafures  flocked  in  flioals  to  furrender  their 
arms,  take  out  protedlions,  and  return  to  their  homes  in  peace. 

The  province  of  Ulfter,  where  infurredlion  had  been  moft  of  all  dreaded, 
and  where  from  the  fpirit  of  the  inhabitants  it  would,  if  extenfive,  have  been, 
the  moft  formidable,  had  hitherto  remained  undifturbed.  On  the  7th  or 
June,  a meeting  of  magiftrates  having  been  appointed  in  the  town  of  Antrim 
for  the  prevention  of  rebellion,  the  infurgents,  with  delign  of  feizing  their 
perfons,  attacked  the  town  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  foon  over^ 
powering  the  troops  within  it,  very  nearly  gained  poffeflion.  IMajor  General 
Nugent,  who  commanded  in  that  diftrift  having  received  intelligence  of  the 
intended  rifmg,  had  ordered  a body  of  troops  to  march  to  Antrim,  who  ar- 
rived after  the  rebels  had  taken  polfefllon  of  the  town.  They  then  attacked 
the  infurgents  in  the  town,  but  their  van  guard,  confifting  of  cavalry,  being 
repulfed  with  the  lots  of  twenty  three  men  killed  and  wounded,  of  which 
three  were  officers.  Colonel  Durham  who  commanded  the  troops,  brought  the 
artillery  to  batter  the  town,  which  obliged  the  infurgents  to  abandon  it,  to- 
gether with  a fix  pounder  which  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  two  cur- 
ricle guns  Avhich  they  had  taken  from  the  king’s  army.  They  were  purfued 
towards  Slane's  caftle  and  Randal's  town  with  confiderable  flaughtcr;  on  this 
day  Lord  O’Neil  was  mortally  wounded.*  A finall  body  made  an  unfuccefsful 
aftault  on  the  town  of  Larne  and  fonie  feeble  attempts  were  alfo  made  at  Bal- 
lymena and  Ballycaftle.  The  main  body  of  thefe  northern  infurgents  retired  to 

* He  had  ridden  into  the  town  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  magiftrates,  not  knowing  that  the 
rebels  were  in  poffeflion  of  it.  He  fliot  one  who  had  feized  the  bridle  of  his  horfe,  after  which  he 
was  dragged  from  his  faddle,  and  fo  wounded  with  pikes  that  he  died  in  a few  d.)ys. 
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Donegar  hill,  where,  clifgufted  with  their  want  of  fuccefs  anti  other  circuin- 
Rances,  they  ag-reetl  to  furrentler  their  arms,  anti  almoR  all  of  them  tlifperfetl. 

On  the  Sth  of  June  another  body  of  infurgents  in  the  county  of  Down 
near  Saintfield,  under  the  command  of  a Dr.  Jackfon,  fet  fire  to  the  houfe 
of  a man  named  Mackee,  an  informer  againft  the  United  Iriflimen.  They 
placed  themfelves  the  next  day  in  ambufcade,  and  nearly  furroundetl  a body 
ot  troops  under  Colonel  Sta])leton,  confiftii^’  of  York  fencibles  and  yeomen 
cavalry,  of  whom  they  killed  about  fixty : the  infantiy,  however,  on  whom 
the  cavalry  had  been  driven  back  in  confufion,  rallying  with  a coolnefs  not 
very  common  in  this  war,  diflodged  and  difperfed  the  rebels,  and  after  a ftay 
of  two  hours  on  the  field  of  battle,  retreated  to  Belfaft. 

Little  difeouraged  by  this  defeat,  in  which  their  lofs  was  very  finall,  the 
rebels  realfembled,  and  took  poft  at  Ballynahinch  on  the  Windmill  hill,  and 
at  the  houfe  and  in  the  demefne  of  Lord  IMoira.  On  the  12th  General  Nu- 
gent marching  from  Belfaft,  and  Colonel  Stewart  from  Downpatrick,  formed 
with  fifteen  hundred  men  a junction  near  the  \Vindmill  hill,  of  which  they 
gained  pofleifion,  together  with  the  town,  which  before  the  a6tion,  they  wan- 
tonly fet  on  fire.  The  adlion  was  maintained  about  three  hours  vuth  artillery 
with  little  or  no  execution,  at  length  the  Monaghan  regiment  of  militia, 
pofted  with  two  field  pieces  at  Lord  Moira’s  great  gate,  was  attacked  with 
fuch  determined  fury  by  the  pikemen  of  the  infurgents,  that  it  fell  back  in 
confufion  on  the  Ilillfiiorough  cavalry;  they  likewife  fell  back  in  diforder. 
The  want  of  difeipline  in  the  infurgents  loft  what  their  valor  had  gained. 
The  difordcred  troops  found  means  to  rally,  while  the  Argylefiiire  fencibles, 
entering  the  demefne,  were  making  their  attack  on  another  fide.  The  infur- 
gents, confufed  and  diftrafted,  retreated  up  the  hill,  and  making  a ftand  at 
the  top,  at  a kind  of  fortification,  defended  the  poft  for  fome  time  with  great 
courage,  but  at  length  gave  way  and  difperfed  in  all  directions.  Their  lofs 
exceeded  a hundred;  that  of  the  royal  army  not  above  half  that  number. 
The  main  body  of  thefc  infurgents  retired  to  the  mountains  of  Slyeeve  Croob, 
where  they  foon  furrendered  or  feparated,  returning  to  their  feveral  homes; 
and  thus  terminated  this  Ihort  and  partial,  but  active  infurredtion  in  the 
north,  in  the  courfe  of  which  fome  llighter  actions  had  taken  place,  particu- 
larly at  Portaferry,  where  they  were  repiilfed  by  the  yeomanry;  they  alfo  fet- 
fire  to  a revenue  cruizer  in  which  forty  men  perifiicd.  On  the  fubfiding  of 
this  local  infurgency  in  the  north  eaftern  cpiarter  of  the  ifiand,  another  in- 
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furgency  of  lefs  force  commenced  in  the  oppofite  fouth  weftern  quarter,  in  the 
county  of  Cork.  The  principal  adtion,  and  the  only  one,  which  gov^ernment 
has  thought  proper  to  communicate  to  the  public,  took  place  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Ballynafcarty,  where  on  the  19th  of  June,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
men  of  the  Weftmeath  regiment  of  militia,  with  two  fix  pounders,  under  the 
command  of  their  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Sir  Hugh  O’Reilly,  M ere  attacked  on 
their  march  from  Clognakelty  to  Bandon,  by  a body  of  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men,  armed  almoft  all  M'ith  pikes.  This  M^as  only  a part  of  the 
rebel  force,  here  placed  in  ambufliin  a very  advantageous  pofition.  The  at- 
tack was  made  from  an  height  on  the  left  of  the  column,  fo  unexpe6ledly  and 
rapidly,  that  the  troops  had  fcarcely  time  to  form ; and  at  that  critical  mo- 
ment, a hundred  men  of  the  Caithnefs  legion  arrived  on  the  fpot  and  by  a 
brilk  fire,  helped  to  put  the  alfailants  to  flight : their  lofs  amounted  to  be- 
tween fifty  and  a hundred  men;  that  of  the  royal  troops,  by  the  commander’s 
account,  only  to  a ferjeant  and  one  private. 

Fortunately  for  the  country,  the  new  fyftem  of  moderation  gained  ground 
through  the  moft  difturbed  parts  of  the  country,  and  carried  M'ith  it  the  hap- 
pieft  effects.  General  Hunter,  at  Wexford,  Brigadier  General  Grofe,  ftati- 
oned  under  him  at  Ennifcorthy,  and  General  Gafcoyne,  quartered  at  Rofs 
with  the  Coldftream  regiment  of  Guards,  exhibited  the  bleffed  effe6ts  of  the 
reverfe  of  that  fyftem  of  coercive  feverity,  which  had  been  produ6live  of  fo 
much  evil  to  that  unfortunate  country. 

The  main  body  of  the  Wexford  infurgents,  fuppofed  to  be  fifteen  thoufand 
in  number,  having  lofl  moft  of  thofe  leaders  M'ho  M'ere  men  of  education  and 
property,  directed  its  march,  under  Father  John  Murphy,  north-weftward  to 
Scollogh-gap,  an  opening  in  the  great  ridge  of  Mount  Leinfter,  M'hich  fepa- 
rates  the  counties  of  Wexford  and  Carlow,  with  intention  to  penetrate  into 
Kilk-enny,  in  hopes  of  raifing  the  colliers  about  Caftlecomer,  m Iio  had  been  in 
a Itate  of  difturbance  in  the  year  1793 : upon  entering  the  gap,  they  difperfed 
fome  troops,  who  oppofed  their  progrefs,  and  burned  the  little  town  ofKilled- 
mond.  They  alfo  defeated  afinall  body  of  the  4th  dragoon  guards,  and  of 
the  Wexford  militia,  M'ho  difturbed  their  paffage  over  the  river  Barrow;  fome 
few  were  killed,  and  twenty-feven  taken  prifoners,  of  whom,  feven  con- 
demned as  Orange-men,  M'ere  fliot.  This  horrible  fun6tion,  it  is  reported, 
their  fellow  foldiers  M'ere  forced  to  execute.  Major  General  Sir  Charles  Afgill, 
who  had  marched  with  a force  of  about  a thoufand  men,  to  feize  the  poft  of 
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New-bridge,  arrived  too  late  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  rebel  army,  which 
by  a rapid  movement  had  pre-occupied  tliat  pofl,  where  they  paffed  the  night. 

The  general  \vas  likewife  on  the  following  day  too  late  at  Caftlecomer  for 
the  protection  of  the  town.  On  the  next  morning  the  rebel  troops  defcendcd 
from  the  heights  upon  Caftlecomer,  and  defeated  a body  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  who  oppofed  them  at  Coolbawn,  a mile  and  a half  from 
that  town,  of  whom  they  killed  about  fifty.  The  town  was  fet  on  fire,  and 
of  this  conflagration  each  party  accufes  the  other.* 

After  the  town  had  been  plundered,  the  rebels  abandoned  it,  and  retired  to 
the  high  grounds,  where  they  remained  for  one  night  in  confultation  and  ad- 
vice, which  ended  in  a general  refolution  to  retreat  back  through  the  pafs  of 
Scollogh-gap,  into  the  county  of  Wexford.  According  to  this  determina- 
tion, they  moved  from  the  ridge  in  the  morning  .of  the  25th  of  June,  and 
direfting  their  march  towards  Newbridge,  took  poft  at  a place  called  Kil- 
comny,  on  a rifing  ground.  Here  they  were  aflailed  on  three  fides  at  once 
on  the  following  morning,  by  a force  of  nearly  twelve  hundred  men,  under 
General  Sir  Charles  Afgill,  and  that  of  Major  Matthews,  of  about  five  hun- 
dred, from  Maryborough.  After  an  hour's  firing  of  cannon,  the  rebels,  fear- 
ing to  be  furrounded,  fled  towards  the  gap  with  their  ufual  celerity,  leaving 
all  their  plunder  and  artillery  behind  them.  Their  artillery  confifted  of  ten 
light  pieces,  and  among  the  articles  of  plunder  were  feven  hundred  horfes. 
They  forced  their  v'ay  back  through  the  gap,  to  the  mountains  of  Wicklow'. 

The  other  body  of  ^\'exford  infurgents,  w’hich  had  proceeded,  after  the 
attack  upon  Gorey,  into  the  county  of  Wicklow'  w'ere  there  joined  by  the 
forces  under  Mr.  Garret  Byrne,  on  the  25th  of  June,  near  Hacketftowm, 
before  wdiich  they  appeared  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  mili- 
tary were  draw-n  up  ready  to  receive  them;  but  having  been  forced  to  give  way, 
they  retired  into  the  barrack  and  a malt-lioufe  adjoining,  from  which  their 


* Notwithftanding  the  conftant  charges  of  this  conteft  having  become  a religious  war,  it  muft  , 
be  allowed  that  to  the  laft,  the  innate  and  cordial  enemy  to  the  rebels,  was  the  Orangeman,  and  not 
the  Proteftant.  Even  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave  affords  evidence  of  this  as  late  as  the  day,  on  which 
the  rebels  evacuated  Wexford,  from  a certificate,  which  he  fays  was  given  on  that  day  by  Father  Broe. 

“ I hereby  certify,  that  A.  of  B.  in  the  parifli  of  C.  has  done  his  duty,  and  proved  himfelf  a 
“ Roman  Catholic,  and  has  made  a voluntary  oath  that  he  never  was  an  Orangeman , nor  took  ike 
Orange  oath. 

‘‘  Dated  Wexford,  June2\,  1798.  F.  JohnBkoe.” 
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fire  tlkl  great  execution.  The  infurgents  deeming  it  impradlicable  to  effedf 
their  defign,  without  cannon,  of  which  they  had  not  a fmgle  piece,  retreated 
from  the  place,  after  an  adlion  of  nine  hours,  in  which  they  loft  great  num- 
bers, carrying  off  their  wounded,  and  driving  before  tliem  all  the  cattle  from 
about  the  town  ; they  encamped  that  night  at  Bleffmgton.  During  the  en- 
gagement, it  is  faid,  that  a contiderable  force  of  our  cavalry  and  infantry 
ftood  on  a hill  at  a fmall  diftance,  in  view  of  the  fcene  of  adtion,  but  did  not 
venture  to  join  in  the  battle. 

Difappointed  by  the  repulfe  at  Ilacketftown,  the  remaining  Wexford  in- 
furgents, in  conjunction  with  theiiAVicklow  aflbciates,  diredted  their  march 
towards  Carnew,  which  they  were  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  carry ; but  General 
Needham  having  been  informed  of  their  approach,  detached  a ftrong  body  of 
infantry,  and  about  two  hundred  cavalry,  from  his  camp  at  Gorey,  to  inter- 
cept them.  Tlie  cavalry  alone,  however,  as  the  infantry  were  recalled,  came 
up  with  the  infurgents  on  the  road  to  Carnev/.  Thefe  feigning  a retreat, 
liaving  timely  notice  of  their  approach,  fuff'ered  the  cavalry  to  pafs,  until 
they  brought  them  into  an  ambufcade,  where  their  gunsmen  were  placed  on 
both  fides  of  the  way  behind  the  ditches,  to  receive  them.  At  the  firft  dif- 
charge  they  were  utterly  confounded,  and  attempted  to  retreat  in  great  haffe 
toward  Carnew.  But  the  infurgents  rightly  conjedturing,  that,  when  foiled, 
they  would  attempt  getting  off  in  that  direction,  had  blocked  up  the  road 
with  cars,  and  other  incumbrances  ; they  were  for  fome  time  expofed  to  the 
fire  of  the  infurgents,  and  loft  about  eighty  of  their  number,  among  whom 
were  two  officers,  the  Marquis  de  Giffard,  a young  Norman  emigrant  of  the 
Ancient  Britifh,  and  Adjutant  Parfons,  of  the  Ballaghkeen  cavalry  ; the  reft 
cffedted  their  retreat  to  Arklow.  The  iiifuro-ents  loft  not  a fm«le  man  in  this 

O O 

aclion  ; but  they  were  foiled  in  their  defign  upon  Carnew,  the  garrifon  of 
which,  being  alarmed  by  the  fugitive  calvalry,  had  juft  time  to  fecure  them- 
felves  in  a malt-houfe,  before  the  approach  of  the  infurgents,  who,  after  an 
ineffedtual  attack,  marched  off  to  Killcavan  hill. 

Gn  the  2d  of  July,  as  the  infurgents  began  to  move  tOAvards  Kilelali,  they 
were  purfued  by  a body  of  yeoman  cavalry  and  infantry,  before  whom  they 
retired  to  an  eminence,  called  Bally rakeen-hill.  Here  they  took  poft;  but  as 
the  yeomen  moved  up  the  hill,  the  infurgents  poured  upon  them  with  fucli 
impetuofity,  that  they  Avere  in  an  inftant  utterly  difeomfited,  Avith  the  lofs  of 
feventy  privates  and  two  officers  ; all  the  cavalry  faved  themfelves  by  flight. 

It 
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It  had  been  lamented  by  many,  that  the  Marquis  Cornwallis,  a viceroy  of 
military  talent,  of  benevolence,  and  humanity,  ami,  above  all,  of  political  firm- 
nefs  to  refift  and  keep  down  the  fatal  influence  of  thofe,  who  had  extorted  the 
bloody  fyftem  from  his  predecellbr,  Ihould  not  have  been  fent  fooner  to  that 
diftra^ted  kingdom.  But  the  affected  zeal  for  the  conftitution,  the  artful  mif- 
reprefentation  of  facts,  and  the  undaunted  fiercenefs  of  thofe  terrorifts,  had 
too  long  ufurped  the  power  of  the  viceroy,  and  abufed  the  confidence  of  the 
Britifli  cabinet.  It  was,  however,  fome  atonement  to  poor  fuffering  Ireland, 
that  an  appointment  was  at  laft  ma'de  of  a nobleman,  fupereminently  fitted  to 
heal  her  wounds,  by  a fyftem  of  meafures  diametrically  contrary  to  thofe 
which  had  inflicted  and  inflamed  them.  Within  very  few  days  after  his  lord- 
fhip’s  arrival  in  Dublin,  a proclamation*  was  iffued,  authorifing  his  majefty’s 

generals 

* Tlie  following  is  the  form  of  it.  It  ^v'as  publilhed  in  the  Dublin  Gazette  only  on  the  Sd  of 
July:  but  as  it  bears  date  the  29th  day  of  June,  1798,  it  was  probably  communicated  to  General 
Lake  before  publication,  as  that  general  left  Wexford  on  the  28th. 

“ A PROCLAMATION. 

“ WHEREAS,  it  is  in  the  power  of  his  niajcfty’s  generals,  and  of  the  forces  under 
" their  command,  entirely  to  deftroy  all  thofe  who  hav&  rifen  in  rebellion,  againft  their  fovereign 
“ and  his  laws : yet  it  is  neverthelefs  the  wifli  of  government,  that  thofe  perfons  who,  by 
“ traiterous  machinations,  have  been  feduced,  or  by  afts  of  intimidation,  have  been  forced  from 
“ their  allegiance,  fhould  be  received  into  his  majefty’s  peace  and  pardon, 

" commanding  in  the  county  of  fpecially  authorized  thereto,  does  hereby  invite  all 

" perfons,  who  may  be  now  alfembled,  in  any  part  of  the  faid  county  againft  his  majefty’s  peace, 
” to  furrender  themfelves  and  their  arms,  and  to  defert  the  leaders  who  have  feduced  them  j and 
“ for  the  acceptance  of  fuch  furrender  and  fubmilTion,  the  fpace  of  fourteen  days  from  the  date 
“ hereof,  is  allowed  j and  the  towns  of  are  hereby  fpecified,  at  each  of  which 

” places  one  of  his  majefty’s  officers,  and  a juftice  of  the  peace,  will  attend ; and  upon  entering 
“ their  names,  acknowledging  their  guilt,  and  promifing  good  behaviour  for  the  future,  and  taking 
“ the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  at  the  fame  time  abjuring  all  other  engagements  contrary  thereto, 

“ they  will  receive  a certificate,  which  will  entitle  them  to  proteftion  fo  long  as  they  demean  them- 
felves  as  becomes  good  fubjedfs. 

“ And,  in  order  to  render  fuch  acts  of  fubmiflion  eafy  and  fecure,  it  is  the  general’s  pleafure  that 
perfons  who  are  now  with  any  portion  of  the  rebels  in  arms,  and  willing  to  furrender  themfelves,  . 
''  do  fend  to  him,  or  to  any  number  from  each  body  of  rebels  not* 

‘‘  exceeding  ten,  with  whom  the  general,  or  will  fettle  the  manner  in  which 

they  may  repair  to  the  above  towns,  fo  that  no  alarm  may  be  excited,  and  no  injury  to  their  per- 
“ fons  be  offered. 

June  29,  1798.” 
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generals  to  give  prote6lion  to  fuch  infurgents  as,  being  limply  guilty  of  rebel- 
lion, ihould  furrencler  their  arms,  abjure  all  unlawful  engagements,  and  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king.  How  neceffary  at  that  time  fuch  a ftep 
was,  could  be  a queftion  of  no  difficulty  to  thofe,  who  viewing  difpaffionately 
the  Rate  of  affairs,  conhdered  what  numbers  had  been  feduced  into  the  cou- 
fpiracy  by  artilice,  and  forced  into  rebellion  by  unfortunate  circumftanccs. 
To  give  the  full  fanftion  of  law  to  that  neceffary  meafure,  a meffage  was  deli- 
vered from  his  excellency  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  17  th  of  July, 
fignifying  his  majefty’s  pleafure  tothateffeft;  and  an  a6t  of  amnefty  was 
accordingly  palfed  in  favor  of  all  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  who  had  not  been 
leaders;  who  had  not  committed  manflaughter,  except  in.  the  heat  of  battle, 
and  who  lliould  comply  with  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the  proclamation. 

The  Wexford  infurgents  had  fixed  their  Ration  near  the  Vdiite  Heaps,  at 
the  foot  of  Croghan  IMountain ; from  whence  they  moved,  during  the  night 
of  the  4th  of  July,  toward  Wicklow  Gap;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  5t]i, 
the  army  under  Sir  James  Duff  from  Carnew,  under  cover  of  a very  thick 
fog,  furrounded  them  in  four  powerful  divifions,  before  they  could  perceive 
the  approach  of  any  enemy:  finding  themfelves  unable  to  withRand  a battle, 
they  broke  through  the  purfuing  cavalry,  of  whom  they  flew  about  eighty, 

« CERTIFICATE  OF  PROTECTION. 

THIS  is  to  certify,  that  the  bearer  hereof,  of  the  parith  of 

county  of  by  occupation  has  furrendered  hlmfelf,  confefled  his 

“ being  engaged  in  the  prefent  rebellion,  and  has  given  up  all  his  arms, 

“ and  difeovered  of  thofe  which  he  knew  to  be  concealed,  has  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his 
" majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  and  has  abjured  all  other  oaths  and  engagements,  in  any  wife 
whatfoever  contrary  thereto  ; and  has  bound  himfelf  to  behave  for  the  future  as  a peaceable  and 
“ loyal  fubjeft ; in  confequence  whereof,  this  certificate  is  given  to  the  faid 

in  order  that  his  perfon  or  his  property  may  not  in  any  wife  be  molefted  j and  all  his  majefty’s 
officers,  magiftrates,  and  other  his  majefty’s  loving  fubjeft^  are  hereby  enjoined  to  pay  due 
“ attention  thereto,  in  purfuance  of  the  proclamation  ilTued  General 

dated  the  day  of  1798,;  and  this  certificate  to  be  in  full  force  as  long  as  the  faid 

continues  to  demean  himfelf  as  a peaceable  and  loyal  fubjedl 
“ Datedat  the  day  of  1798.” 

“ OATH  TO  BE  TAKEN. 

“ I do  folemnly  promife  and  fwear,  that  I will  bear  true  allegiance  to  his 

majefty  King  George  the  Third,  his  heirs,  and  fuccelfors ; and  I do  folemnly  renounce  and 
“ abjure  all  oaths  and  engagements  of  every  kind  whatfoever,  which  are  in  any  degree  contrary 
“ thereto.  So  help  me  God,” 


and 
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and  moved  with  great  celerity  in  the  direftion  of  Carnew.  Upon  their  ar- 
rival at  a place  called  Cranford,  by  others  Ballygullen,  they  refolved  to  make 
refinance  and  await  the  approach  of  the  troops  however  numerous  they 
might  be,  although  their  own  force  were  then  very  confiderably  reduced. 
They  refolutely  maintained  the  conteft  for  an  hour  and  a half  with  the  ut- 
moft  intrepidity ; having  repulfed  the  cavalry,  and  driven  the  artillery  men 
three  times  from  their  cannon,  all  performed  by  the  gunfmen  ; for  the  pike- 
men,  as  on  former  occafions,  never  came  into  a6tion : but  frefli  reinforce- 
ments of  the  army  pouring  in  on  all  fides,  they  were  obliged  to  give  way, 
quitting  the  field  of  battle  with  little  lofs  to  themfelves,  and  notwithflanding 
all  their  fatigue,  retreating,  with  their  ufual  agility  and  fwiftnefs  in  different 
direftions.  They  agreed  among  themfelves  to  affcmble  again  at  Carrigrew, 
where  upon  confidering  the  reduced  flate  of  their  forces  and  the  advantages 
gained  by  the  army,' they  thought  it  advifeable  to  difperfe,  and  thus  put  an 
end  to  the  warfare  in  the  county  of  Wexford. 

The  ceffationof  hoftilities  unfortunately  did  not  clofe  the  miferies  of  that  de- 
voted diftridf : a moft  rancorous,  bloody,  and  ferocious  fpirit  of  revenge  and 
hatred  feized  upon  many  of  the  gentlemen  of  that  county,  and  was  carried 
into  effect  with  outrageous  barbarity.  Their  former  claims  to  refpeflability  in 
life  for  a length  of  time  gave  credit  to  their  falfehood,  procured  countenance 
to  their  fanaticifm,  and  fecured  them  the  means  of  executing  injuhice. 
* General  Lake,  previous  to  his  departure  from  Wexford,  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  fuperintend  profecutions,  and  to  grant  paffes  to  leave  the  country, 
confifting  of  the  principal  gentlemen  then  refident  there.  The  appropriate 
duty  of  this  body  was  to  enquire  fpecially  into  the  cafes  of  fuch  prifoners  as 
they  fliould  hand  over  to  be  tried  by  court-martial,  to  procure  the  evidence 
for  profecution,  and  to  commit  different  perfons  to  gaol.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, deemed  neceffary  to  fend  a committal  to  the  gaoler,  as  the  word  of 
any  of  them  was  confidered  fufficient  for  the  detention  of  any  of  thofe  given 
in  cuftody  ; and  they  were  alfo  to  a6t  as  a kind  of  council  to  General  Hunter, 
whofe  benevolent  difpofition  they  thwarted  on  feveral  occafions.  This  was 
in  fa6t  fo  well  known,  that  many,  upon  being  put  into  confinement,  were 
induced,  by  their  apprehenfions,  to  petition  for  tranfportation,  rather  than 
abide  a trial  under  their  direction.  The  tyrannical,  unjuft,  and  inhuman  dif- 

t 
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pofition  of  this  body  is  flrongly  exemplified  in  their  unwarrantable  treatment 
of  many  befides  that  gentleman,  which  he  has  detailed  in  his  preliminai-y 
difcourfe.* 

Different  courts-martial  were  inftituted  in  Rofs,  Enuifcorthy,  Gorey,  aiad 
Newton-Barry ; feveral  perfons  were  condemned  and  executed,  and  others 
fentenced  to  tranfportation.  Among  thofe  who  Avere  condemned  to  be  exe- 
cuted was  the  Rev.  John  Redmond,  a Catholic  prieft,  avIio,  it  feems,  during 
the  infurredion,  had  done  all  in  his  power  to  fave  the  houfe  of  Lord  IMount- 
norris  from  being  plundered,  which  he,  in  fome  degree,  cffefted,  hut  not  at 
all  to  the  extent  of  his  wiflies.  Lord  IMountnorris,  wdiofe  eondu6l  towards 
the  Catholics  became  from  henceforth  Avholly  altered  (he  had  formerly  fa- 
vored them),  fent  for  IMr.  Redmond,  upon  finding  that  he  Avas  prefent  at  the 
plundering  of  his  houfe,  defiring  that  he  Avould  come  to  him  directly.  The 
reA'crend  gentleman,  confcious  of  his  own  integrity,  and  apprehenfiA’c  of  no 
danger,  being  invoh'ed  in  no  guilt,  obeyed  the  fummons  Avithout  hefitation  ; 
but  his  inftantaneous  hafty  trial,  condemnation,  and  execution,  Avere  the  re- 
Avard  of  his  humane  and  generous  exertions.  His  body,  after  death,  under- 
Avent  the  molt  indecent  mutilations.f 

A party 

* The  quotation  I have  made  from  this  author,  as  an  eye-witnefs  and  a moft  aggrieved  fufferer 
•under  this  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  Wexford  Orangemen,  feems  to  baffle  all  poflibility  of  refutation. 
The  unparalleled  and  almoft  incredible  perfecutions,  which  Mr.  Hay  details  of  his  own  fufferings 
from  this  inquifitorial  court  in  tlie  introduction  to  his  hiftory,  freezes  the  blood  of  the  reader  : at 
the  fame  time  it  roufes  that  indignation  againft  the  fomenters  and  fupporters  of  it,  that  it  becomes 
more  candid  to  name  fuch  as  the  author  has  given  to  the  public,  than  to  permit  the  foul  imputation 
to  light  upon  the  gentry  of  the  county  at  large  : (Tutiod.  xxviii.)  Six  magiftrates  of  the  county 

afterwards  formed  themfclves  into  an  inquifitorial  court,  confiding  of  the  Right  Honorable 
“ George  Ogle,  James  Boyd,  Richard  Newton  King,  Edward  Percival,  Fbenezer  Jacob,  M.  D.  and 
“ John  Henry  Lifter,  Efquires.  They  alfembled  at  the  houfe  of  James  Boyd,  and  fummoned  hun- 
“ dreds  before  them,  whom  they  fwore  to  give  fuch  informatron  as  they  could  concerning  the  re- 
“ bellion.  About  fifty  perfons  have  informed  me,  that  they  were  principally  queftioned  concerning 
“ me;  fo  that  I have  ftrong  reafon  to  believe,  that  no  means  were  left  untried  to  criminate  me. 
“ My  conduct  has  certainly  undergone  firiCter  inveftigation  than  that  of  any  other  perfon  in  Ire- 
land,  and  fuch,  as  I believe,  that  of  the  moft  unexceptionable  of  my  perfecutors  would  not  pafs 
through  unblemiflied ; while  mine  is  irreproachable  in  the  utmoft  degree,  having  pafled  with 
“ unimpeached  honor  the  ordeal  of  the  Wexford  inquilition.  We  read  of  nothing  that  has  gone 
“ fuch  lengths  in  foreign  countries.  Even  the  inquifitors  are,  by  duty  and  oath,  to  feek  out  all 
" evidence  as  well  for,  as  againft  their  prifoners!” 
i I find  in  a letter  from  Dr,  Caulfield  to  Dr.  Troy,  of  the  igth  of  October,  1799,  the  following 
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A party  of  Infurgents  in  tlie  county  of  Kildare,  under  the  command  cif 
Mr.  William  Aylmer,  ftill  held  out  in  arms;  and  thither  the  remaining  body 

of 

avowal  about  the  Rev.  John  Redmond  : “ All  I can  fay  of  the  Rev.  John  Redmond  is,  that  when 
“ Lord  Mountnorris  was  preparing  to  profecute  him,  his  groom  and  another  of  his  fervants  (Pro- 
teftants  as  I am  informed)  told  his  lordfliip,  that  Redmond’s  coiulu6t  was  innocent  and  praife- 
worthy,  that  he  came  unto  the  rebels,  when  they  were  plundering  his  lordlhip’s  houfe,  and  did 
” all  in  his  power  to  reltrain  and  prevent  them.  But  now  to  look  for  any  favorable  tefiimony 
“ from  that  quarter  would  be  vaiiij  where  no  prieft  dares  appear  or  Catholic  raife  his  head  or  his 
“ voice.” 

But  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  puts  the  cafe  of  that  unfortunate  man  in  its  true  light : “ {Hijlory  of 
“ the  Irijh  Rebellion,  2(1  edit.  p.  225.)  Of  the  rebellious  condu£t  of  Redmond,  coadjutor  of  Failier 
“ Francis  Kavenagh,  in  the  parifh  of  Clough,  of  which  I was  twenty-three  years  curate,  I can  find 
no  other  proof  than  the  fentence  of  the  court-martial,  which  configned  him  to  death.  He  was 
“ accufed  by  the  Earl  of  Mountnorris,  of  having  appeared  as  chief  among  a party  of  rebels,  who 
committed  fome  depredations  at  his  lordfliip’s  houfe;  while  he  alleged,  that  his  object  in  ap- 
” pearing  on  the  occafion,  was  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  plundering  of  the  houfe,  in  which  he 
“ partly  fucceeded.  Coming  into  Gorey  on  a meffage  from  the  earl,  feemingly  unapprehenfive  of 
“ danger,  and  unconfeious  of  guilt,  he  was  treated  as  if  manifeftly  guilty  before  trial,  knocked 
down  in  the  ftreet,  and  rudely  dragged  by  fome  yeomen.  I mean  not  to  arraign  the  juftice  of 
“ tlie  noble  lord,  his  profecutor,  nor  the  members  of  the  court-martial.  The  former,  who  had  ren- 
“ dered  himfelf  in  no  fmall  degree  refponfible  for  the  loyalty  of  the  Wexfordian  Pvomanitls,  had 
“ doubtlefs  good  reafons  for  his  conduct;  and  the  latter  could  have  no  perfonal  animofity  againft 
“ the  accufed,  nor  other  unfavorable  bias  than  what  naturally  arofe  from  the  turbid  ftate  of  affairs, 
when  accufation,  efpecially  againft  a Romilb  prieft,  was  confidered  as  a ftrong  prefumption  of 
“ guilt.  But  his  Proteftant  neighbours,  who  had  not  been  able  to  efcape  from  the  rebels,  affured 
“ me,  that  while  the  latter  were  in  polfeffion  of  the  country,  he  was  conftantly  hiding  in  Proteftant 
“ houfes  from  the  rebels,  and  that  many  Romanifts  exprefled  great  refentment  againft  him  as  a 
traitor  to  their  caufe.  That  he  e.xpeded  not  the  rebellion  to  be  fuccefsful,  appears  from  this, 
that  when  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Stedman  (one  of  my  Proteftant  parilliioners)  applied  to  him  to 
baptize  her  child,  he  told  her,  that  he  acceded  to  her  requeft  merely  left  the  child  Ihould  die  un- 
“ baptized,  in  the  neceffary  abfence  of  her  minifter,  on  condition  that  the  lliould  promife  to  make 
the  proper  apology  for  him  to  me  on  my  return  to  the  parilh. 

“ As  I underftand  that  the  noble  earl  has  not  confidered  my  relation  of  this  affair  as  complete  or 
fatisfaftory,  I here  add  a few  more  circumftances.  Father  Kavenagh,  to  whom  Redmond  was 
coadjutor,  had  lived  many  years  in  habits  of  the  greateft  apparent  intimacy  with  the  earl,  moftly 
“ refiding  at  his  lordfliip’s  houfe,  and  fometimes  entertaining  him  and  Lady  Mountnorris  and  family 
“ at  his  own.  Redmond,  being  one  of  the  company  on  thefe  occafions,  thought  himfelf  extremely 
“ honored,  and  in  fome  degree  idolized  the  earl,  who  was  regarded  by  the  Catliolics  as  their  molt 
zealous  friend.  Tranfported  with  zeal  for  his  noble  patron,  when  he  heai'd  that  a mob  had  gone 
“ to  his  lordfhip’s  houfe  in  queft  of  liquors,  he  ran  to  prevail  on  them  to  fpare  all  except  the  fmall 
" beer.  Father  Kavenagh  told  me,  that  on  the  fupprefiion  of  the  rebels,  the  earl  called  at  his 
VoL.  II.  5 F * houfe. 
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of  the  Wexford  men,  commanded  by  ]Mr.  Fitzgerald,  accompanied  by  j\fr. 
Garret  Byrne,  and  fome  Wicklow  men,  direfted  their  courfe  to  form  a junc- 
tion, which  they  accordingly  efl’ecled,  but  were  ftopped  in  their  progrefs  at 
Clonard  by  Lieutenant  Tyrrel,  a yeoman  officer,  who  had  occupied  a forti- 
fied houfe  in  the  town,  until  reinforcements  from  Kinncgad  and  JMullingar 
forced  them  to  retreat. 

After  this  repulfe  the  few  remaining  Wexford  men  feparated  from  their 
Wicklow  afibciates,  whom  they  deemed  lefs  M-arlike  than  themfelves,  and 
made  difterent  incurfions  into  the  counties  of  Kildare,  IMeath,  Louth  and 
Dublin,  eluding,  as  well  as  they  could,  the  purfuitof  the  army,  with  different 
parties  of  which  they  had  feveral  fkirmiffies.  They  were  finally  routed  and 
intercepted  by  Captain  Gordon  of  the  Dumfries  light  dragoons,  at  the  head 
of  a ftrong  party  of  horfe  and  foot,  at  Ballyboghill,  near  Swords,  and  never 
more  collefted. 

Some  Wexford  infurgents,  however,  remained  with  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  along 
with  Mr.  Aylmer,  who,  as  outftanding  chiefs,  negociated  with  General  Dun- 
das,  to  whom  they  furrendered  on  the  12th  of  July,  on  condition,  that  all  the' 
other  leaders,  who  had  adventured  with  them,  fiiould  be  at  liberty  to  retire 
whither  they  pleafed  out  of  the  Britiflr  dominions.  The  fame  terms  were 
afterwards  fecured  b}'^  General  Moore  to  IMr.  Garret  Byrne,  who  was  fent 
into  confinement  in  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  together  with  Meffrs.  Fitzgerald 
and  Aylmer,  by  wdiich  the}^  fared  much  better  than  thofe,  who  laid  down 
their  arms  in  Wexford  depending  on  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  the  terms  en- 
tered into  with  Lord  Kinglborough. 

The  plan  of  propofing  terms  for  faving  the  lives  of  IMr.  Oliver  Bond  and 
Mr.  Byrne  was  propofed  through  Mr.  Dobbs,  a member  of  parliament.  That 
gentleman  with  the  fiieriff  went  to  the  prifon,  in  which  Mr.  A.  O'Connor 

houfe,  in  a friendly  manner,,requefting  that  Redmond  thould  go  to  him  to  Gorey  for  a protec- 
tion.  What  protedtion  he  received  lias  been  already  related.  No  ad  could  be  more  popular 
“ among  Proteflants,  at  that  time,  than  the  hanging  of  a prieft;  yet  many  Proteftants  would  have 
“ come  to  bear  witnefs  in  his  favor,  if  they  had  been  allowed  time,  and  an  aflurance  of  perfonal 
” fafety.  The  popularity,  however,  of  his  lordlliip  with  the  common  people  of  the  Catholics  is  fo 
indelibly  impreffed,  that  they  cannot  believe  to  this  day,  tliat  he  had  any  concern  in  this  bulinefs  j 
but  endeavoured  with  all  his  power  to  fav^e  the  prieft.  I knew  Redmond  many  years,  and  al- 
“ ways  thought  him  a remarkably  timid  and  innnocent  man,” 
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M'as  confined,  on  the  24th  of  July  with  a paper,*  ligned  by  feventy  hate  pri- 
foners,  purpofing  to  give  fuch  information  as  was  in  their  jiower,  of  arms,  am- 
munition, their  fchemes  of  warfare,  their  internal  regulations  and  foreign 
negociations  of  the  LTnited  Irilhmen,  provided  the  lives  of  MefTrs.  Bond  and 
Byrne  flioiild  he  fpared.  In  confequence  of  this  agreement,  fome  of  the 
rebel  chiefs,  who  were  ftill  in  arms,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Aylmer  of  Kil- 
dare, furrendered  themfelves.t  Several  principals  of  the  Union,  particularly 

Arthur 

* The  following  was  the  agreement  figited  by  feventy-three  on  the  Sgth  of  July,  1793.  “That 
the  underfigned  ftate  prifoners,  in  the  three  prifons  of  Newgate,  Kilmainham,  and  Bridewell, 
“ engage  to  give  every  information  in  their  power,  of  the  whole  of  the  internal  tranfadlions  of  the 
United  Irilhmen,  and  that  each  of  the  prifoners  lhall  give  detailed  information  of  every  tranfac- 
“ tion,  that  has  palTed  between  the  United  Irilhmen  and  foreign  Hates  ; but  that  the  prifoners  arc 
“ not,  by  naming  or  defcribing,  to  implicate  any  perfon  whatever,  and  that  they  are  ready  to 
“ emigrate  to  fuch  country  as  lliall  be  agreed  on  between  them  and  government,  and  give  fecu- 
rity  not  to  return  to  this  country  without  the  permiflion  of  government,  and  not  to  pafs  into 
“ an  enemy’s  country,  if  on  their  fo  doing  they  are  to  be  freed  from  profecution,  and  alfo  Mr. 
“ Oliver  Bond  be  permitted  to  take  the  benefit  of  this  propofal.  The  Hate  prilbuers  alfo  hope,  that 
“ the  benefit  of  this  propofal  may  be  extended  to  fuch  perfons  in  cuHody,  or  not  in  cuHody,  as 
“ may  choofe  to  benefit  by  it.”  Signed  by  feventy-three  perfons. 

2Qth  of  July,  1798. 

I In  a pamphlet,  Hyled  A Letter  from  Arthur  O'Connor  to  Lord  Cafilereagh,  dated  from  prifon, 
January  the  4th,  1799,  that  minifier  is  direftly  charged  with  a violation  of  the  contra6f,  and  a 
mifreprefentation  to  parliament  of  the  tranfadlions  between  him  and  the  prifoners  of  Hate.  Other 
charges  are  made,  one  of  which  is,  that  tlie  information  giv'en  by  thefe  prifoners  to  government, 
was  garbled  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  the  miniHry,  and  particularly,  tliat  of  a hundred  pages,  deli- 
vered by  O'Connor  himfelf,  only  one  had  been  publilhed  in  the  reports  of  the  fecret  committees. 
Since  to  this  pamphlet,  in  which  his  lordlhip  is  peremptorily  challenged  to  difprove  any  of  the 
charges  therein  made,  no  reply  has  appeared,  we  have  only  the  honor  and  integritjj  of  his  lordlliip 
and  others  for  a difproof  of  thefe  accufations,  which  may  be  a vindication  to  perfons  acquainted  with 
his  lordflfip’s  charadter.  The  pamphlet  was  faid  to  have  been  fupprelfed  by  government,  at  leafl 
was  nototherwife  than  clandeHinely  fold  and  circulated.  The  author  exprefsly  clears  the  lord  lieute- 
nant of  all  blame  in  thefe  tranfadlions.  The  honor  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  remains  unimpeached 
even  by  the  boldeH  of  all  the  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy. 

“Whether  the  negociation  between  government^  and  the  principal  confpirators  had  any  connexion 
with,  or  influence  on  the  bill  of  amnefly,  miniflers  alone  can  anfwer,  and  the  fecrets  of  adminil- 
tration  are  not  lightly  to  be  divulged.  The  affirmative  feenfs  to  be  infinuated  in  the  above  men- 
tioned pamphlet,  and  an  opinion  of  that  nature  to  have  been,  at  the  time  of  the  bargain,  propa- 
gated among  people  connected  with  the  infurgents,  who  fpoke  of  fome^agreement  as  of  a treaty 
«f  peace.  This  letter  of  IVIr.  O’Connor’s  is  very  Hrong : and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  real  reafons 
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Arthur  O’Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  Dr.  M‘Nevin,  and  Samuel  Neil- 
fon,  gave  details  on  oath  in  their  examinations  before  the  fecret  committees 
of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  in  whole  reports  publillied  by  authority  of 
government  is  contained  a mafs  of  information  concerning  the  confpiracy. 
Yet  certain  it  is,  that  whatever  were  the  original  terms  of  the  contra6t,  and 
by  whatever  fubfequent  events  the  contractors  were  intluenced  or  affected, 
the  principal  prifoners  (15  in  number)  were  not  liberated,  and  a power  was 
referved  or  all  limed  by  miniffers  to  detain  them  in  cuftody  at  leaft  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war  with  France.  Oliver  Bond  died  in  the  mean  time  in 
prifon  of  an  apoplexy. 

During  the  whole  of  this  rebellion  the  internal  peace  of  the  metropolis 
was  prefervedby  the  vigilance  of  the  large  military  forc6  conftantly  kept  up 
within  it,  which  chiefly  confifted  of  yeomanry.  The  grand  and  royal  canals, 
which  were  fifty  feet  broad  and  twelve  feet  deep,  were  a fecurity  againft  a fur- 
prize  ; and  the  feveral  bridges  were  ftrongly  pallifadoed  and  guarded  both 
by  night  and  by  day.  The  trials  and  executions  of  fome  of  the  principal 
leaders  in  the  rebellion  tended  to  keep  others  in  awe,  and  prevented  any  fur- 
ther attempts  of  individuals  in  that  defperate  caufe.  Among  others,  a rebel 
officer,  a Proteftant,  named  Bacon,  a reputable  taylor,  having  been  appre- 
hended difguifed  in  female  apparel,  was  executed  on  the  2d  of  June,  near 
Carlifle  bridge.  On  the  14th  was  e.xecuted,  on  the  fame  fcaffblding.  Lieute- 
nant Efmond,  v'hofe  cafe  has  been  already  related.  On  the  12th  of  July, 
Henry  and  John  Sheares  were  brought  to  trial,  condemned,  and  foon  after 
put  to  death.  The  trial  of  John  McCann,  who  had  been  fecretary  to  the  pro- 
vincial committee  of  Leinfter,  followed  on  the  17th  ; that  of  iMichael  Wil- 
liam Byrne,*  delegate  from  the  county  committee  of  Wicklow,  and  that  of 

Oliver 

for  not  having  anfwered  it  were  prudential,  viz.  not  to  give  confequence  and  notoriety  to  the  con- 
tents of  it.  In  it  he  aiferts,  that  Lord  Caftlereagh  in  their  firft  conference  affured  him,  that  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  honor  was  pledged  to  them  for  the  religious  performance  of  the  agreement ; and  that 
Lord  Clare  made  ufe  of  thefe  remarkable  expreffions  : (p,  9)  “ It  comes  to  this,  eitlier  you  mull 
“ truft  the  government,  or  the  government  muft'truft  you  : a government  that  could  violate  en- 

gagenients  thus  folemnly  made,  neither  could  ftand  nor  deferved  to  fiand.”  He  alleges  five 
fubtiantial  and  moft  fevere  deviations  on  the  part  of  government  from  the  terms  of  the  original 
agreement,  juftified  upon  the  allegation  of  a change  of  circumftances  after  it  had  been  firft 
acceded  to. 

* Of  the  execution  of  Byrne,  Mr.  O’Connor  thus  fpeaks  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Cafllereagh.  “ On 
“ the  24th  of  July  lafl,  Mr.  Dobbs  and  the  Iheriff  entered  my  prifon  with  a written  paper,  figned 
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Oliver  Bond,  on  the  23d.  The  two  former  were  executed,  but  the  third  was 
reprieved,  as  has  been  mentioned. 

Alfaffinations  would  probably  have  ceafed  foon  after  the  granting  of  pro- 
teftions,  had  not  fome  of  the  more  defperate  rebels,  reinforced  by  deferters 
from  fome  regiments  of  Irilh  militia,  remained  in  arms  in  the  mountains  of 
Wicklow,  and  the  dwarf  woods  of  Killaughram,  near  Ennifcorthy.  Thefe 
defperate  banditti  fo  terrihed  the  whole  vicinity  of  their  lurking  places,  that 
thofe  peaceable  loyalifts,  who  had  remained  in  the  country  even  in  the  heat 
of  the  rebellion,  now  found  themfelves  neceffitated  to  take  refuge  in  towns. 
But,  after  a little  time,  the  woods  of  Killaughram,  fcoured  by  the  army, 
were  cleared  of  their  predatory  inhabitants,  who  had  ludicroufly  ftyled 
themfelves  babes  of  the  woods,  and  tranquillity  M as  reftored  to  that  part  of 
the  country.  , 

The  party  in  the  W''icklow  mountains,  whofe  range  M’as  much  more  exten- 
five,  and  haunts  much  more  difficult  of  accefs,  continued  under  two  chiefs 
of  the  names  of  Holt  and  Hacket,  to  annoy  the  country  for  a longer  time, 
and  in  a more  formidable  degree;  ilfuing  fuddenly  from  their  faftneffes  to  per- 
petrate burnings  and  maifacres,  and  retiring  before  troops  could  arrive  to 
intercept  them. 

As  thefe  maffacres  M'ere  always  intended  to  fall  upon  Orangemen,  and 
they  MTre  all  Protellants,  it  M^as  reprefented,  that  they  fprang  entirely  from 

“ by  feventy  ftate  prifoners,  pnrpofing  ‘ to  give  fuch  information  as  was  in  their  power  of  arms, 

‘ ammunition,  and  fchemes  of  warfare,  (of  which  it  is  now  manifeft  they  knew  little  or  nothing) 

‘ and  to  confent  to  leave  Ireland,  provided  the  lives  of  Bond  and  Byrne  (both  under  fentence  of 
' death)  Ihould  befpared.’  I refufed  to  fign  it,  not  only  from  a deteftation  of  entering  into  any 
“ conditions  witli  thofe,  who  compofed  the  councils  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  admin ifiration,  but  be- 
“ caufe  in  the  maflacre  of  my  unarmed  countrymen  Hill  raging,  I did  not  think  that  any  obje6t, 
“ which  was  not  general,  could  warrant  me,  in  whom  fuch  confidence  was  placed  by  fo  many 
“ millions  of  my  countrymen,  to  enter  into  any  fuch  compaft,  and  becaufe  the  poflibility  of  its 
“ being  attributed  to  a defire  to  fave  my  own  life,  in  the  peculiar  fituation  I flood  in,  was  in  my 
“ mind  an  infuperable  objedlion,  if  there  had  been  no  other.  Befides,  it  feemed  to  me,  that  to 
" fave  the  lives  of  Bond  and  Byrne,  enough  had  figned  their  felf-facrifice  to  induce  the  minifters, 
“ already  fated  with  blood,  (as  you  and  Lord  Clare  appeared  to  be  when  we  met)  to  acquiefee ; 
“ but  in  this  I was  deceived,  a council  fat  on  the  fate  of  Byrne  •,  he  was  executed.  In  this  barter 
“ of  blood,  although  you  had  lefTened  your  quantum  by  half,  yet  you  raifed  your  demands  for 
“ the  price  of  the  other,  and  propofed  to  thofe  who  had  figned  the  paper,  that  they  fliould  deliver 
“ up  names.” 
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a fpirit  of  religious  hatred,  and  as  the  real  perpetrators  could  not  be  brought 
to  jufdce,  avoAved  retaliation  was  reforted  to.  Where  any  Proteftants  were 
murdered  by  thefe  banditti  or  their  confederates,  a greater  number  of  Ca- 
tholics were  put  to  death  in  the  fame  neighbourhood  by  the  yeomen.  Thus 
at  Caftletown,  four  miles  from  Gorcy,  Avhere  four  Proteftants  were  maflacred 
in  the  night  by  Ilacket,  feven  Catholics  Mere  (lain  in  revenge;  at  Aughrim 
tMTnty-feven  of  that  communion  M'cre  killed  in  confequence  of  murders 
committed  on  Proteftants.  Harralfed  inceffantly  by  the  purfuits  of  yeomen 
andfoldiery,  the  numbers  of  the  banditti  gradually  diminilhed  : Ilacket  M'as 
killed  near  Arklow  ; Holt  furrendered  for  tranfportation  to  the  Earl  of  Pom  - 
crfcourt ; and  thefe  bands  of  robbers  at  length  totally  difappeared. 

NotM-ithftanding  the  difaflrous  ftate  of  the  country,  the  parliament  ceafed 
not  to  fit  from  time  to  time  as  the  exigencies  of  circumftances  required.  On 
the  17th  of  July,  Lord  Caftlereagh  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the 
following  meffage  from  his  excellency. 

“ CORNWALLIS. 

“ I HAVE  the  king’s  commands  to  acquaint  the  Houfe 
“ of  Commons,  that  his  majefty,  notwithftanding  his  juft  abhorrence  of  the 
“ unnatural  and  unprovoked  rebellion,  which  has  broken  out  in  this  king- 
“ dom,  yet  being  ever  difpofed  to  exert  as  far  as  pofiible  his  royal  preroga- 
“ tive  of  mercy,  and  to  receive  again  under  his  royal  protedtion,  thofe  m Iio 
“ by  the  arts  of  wicked  and  defigning  men  have  been  feduced  from  their 
“ allegiance,  has  fignified  his  gracious  intention  of  granting  his  general  and 
“ free  pardon  for  all  oftences  committed  on  or  before  a certain  day,  upon 
fuch  conditions,  and  n ith  fuch  exceptions,  as  may  be  compatible  with  the 
public  fafety ; for  carrying  M’hich  benevolent  purpofe  into  execution,  his 
“ majefty  has  fignilied  his  gracious  intention  of  fandtioning,  in  the  ufual 
“ form,  by  his  royal  lignaturc,  a hill  for  that  purpofe,  previous  to  its  being 
“ fubmitted  for  the  concurrence  of  parliament. 

“ His  majefty  has  alfo  direfted  me  to  lay  before  you  feveral  important 
“ papers,  M'hich  may  aflift  you  in  unfolding  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
confpiracy,  M’hich  has  long  prevailed  in  this  kingdom  ; not  doubting,  that 
“ M'hilft  your  endeavours  are  dire6led  to  give  eftedt  to  the  gracious  in- 
tentions  of  his  majefty,  you  M'ill  feel  it  your  indifpenfable  duty  to  con- 
“ fider  of  and  adopt  fuch  meafures  of  falutary  precaution,  as  may  tend  to 
“ fecLirc  the  ftate  hereafter,  againft  the  machinations  of  the  difaffeded. 
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“ In  your  deliberations,  the  fufferings  of  his  majefty’s  loyal  fuhjefts  -vvill 
“ naturally  receive  your  attention,  and  recommend  to  3mu  the  framing  of 
“ effeclual  meafures  for  afcertaining  their  lolfes,  and  bringing  their  claims 
“ under  the  confideration  of  parliament. 

“ The  numerous  and  continued  advantages  of  his  majefty’s  forces  over  the 
rebels,  afford  me  juft  ground  to  believe,  that  as  their  hopes  of  iuccefs  muft 
“ have  failed,  fo  the  obftinac}’^  of  their  refiftance  will  fpeedih'  ccafe.  The 
“ generals  under  my  command  have  received,  and  lhall  continue  to  receive, 
“ the  moft  pofitive  orders  to  proceed  againft  them  with  unceafmg  activity 
“ and  vigor ; and  I thall  not  fuffer  their  exertions  to  relax,  fo  long  as  any 
“ body  of  them  whatever  fliall  remain  in  arms  againft  his  majefty's  peace.” 

This  meffage  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Journals,  and  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a fecret  committee,  which  was  to  confift  of  thirteen  members, 
inclufive  of  the  fpeaker  and  the  law  officers  of  the  crown  in  that  houfe,  to  he 
chofen  on  the  morrow  b}'  ballot  in  the  ufual  form  ; and  that  the  papers  men- 
tioned in  the  meffage,  and  which  his  lordlhip  prefented  to  the  houfe  fcaled 
up  in  a box,  be  referred  to  the  committee. 

On  the  next  day  (18th  of  July)  after  the  ballot  for  the  committee.  Lord 
Caftlereagh,  according  to  the  order  of  the  da^-  for  taking  into  confideration 
liis  excellency’s  meffage,  moved,  that  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant, requefting  his  excellency  would  lay  before  his  majefty  the  fincere  ac- 
knowledgments of  his  faithful  commons  for  the  gracious  communication 
made  to  that  houfe  ; the  motion  Avas  feconded  b\"  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, and  paffed  unanimoull}^  without  debate,  though  Lord  Caftlereagh 
uffiered  it  in  with  a very  long  fpeech  upon  the  general  topic  of  the  rebellion; 
extolling  the  liberality  of  his  majefty  in  granting  an  amnefty  and  recommend- 
ing a provifion  for  the  indemnification  of  the  fuffering  loyalifts.  The  at- 
torney general  on  the  27th  of  the  month  brought  forward  a bill  for  the  at- 
tainder of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Cornelius  Grogan,  and  Ecauchamp 
Bagenal  Harvey,  deceafed  : for  which  purpofe  feveral  witneffes  were  examined 
at  the  bar.  Similar  jiroceedings  were  alfo  had  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  This 
meafure  was  confidered  by  fome  perfons  rather  as  an  a6t  of  imprudent  feve- 
rity,  or  fort  of  fupplementaiy'  vengeance  upon  the  unoffending  widow  and 
orphan,  rather  as  the  bafe  pofthumous  iffue  of  the  late,  than  the  genuine 
offspring  of  the  prefent  adminiftration.  To  compenfate,  however,  for  this 
folitar^’  inftance  of  feverit)',  a bill  of  general  amnefty^  was  paffed  in  the  courfe 
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of  the  feffion,  with  the  exception  only  of  Mr.  Napper  Tandy,  and  about 
thirty  others,  chiefly  fugitives  in  France.  A bill  was  alfopaffed  for  granting 
compenfaltion  to  fuch  of  his  inajefty’s  loyal  fiibje6ls  as  had  fuftained  loifes  in 
their  property,  in  confequence  of  the  late  rebellion,  and  commilVioners  were 
named  for  carrying  the  fame  into  effect. 

The  fyftem  of  moderation  and  mercy  purfued  by  Lord  ConiAvallis  ap- 
peared peculiarly  feafonable  at  this  crifis,  and  Nvas  apparently  attended  with 
the  happieft  effe6ts.  The  fyftem  of  military  law  and  military  execution  u as 
relaxed  throughout  moft  parts  of  the  kingdom  where  the  flames  of  rebellion 
appeared  to  be  extinguiflied.  In  one  inftance,  indeed,  his  lordfliip  gave 
fome  offence  to  the  more  violent  partizans  of  the  ancient  regime. 

In  the  county  of  Wexford  the  introdu6tion  of  the  fyftem  of  conciliation 
and  mildnefs  met  with  more  refiftance  than  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
in  none  was  dt  fo  fupereminently  requifite.  ^General  Hunter  was  indefa- 
tigable in  his  exertions  to  appeafe  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  reffore  con- 
fidence and  tranquillity  to  that  diffra6led  country.  In  this  he  was  very  ma- 
terially affifted  by  the  addrefs  and  exertions  of  Captain  Fitzgerald,  who  by 
the  fpecial  appointment  of  the  Britifli  government,  was  attached  as  a proper 
perfon  to  attend  the  general  as  brigade  major  on  the  fervice  in  Ireland  ; and 
to  this  ftation,  befides  his  acknowledged  military  talents,  a recent  difplay  of 
courage,  independent  of  his  knowledge  of  the  country,  certainly  recom- 
mended him.  He  was  evTii  invefted  with  the  extraordinary  privilege  of  re- 
commending fuch  as  he  thought  deferving  of  the  protcdion  and  mercy  of 
government. 

Some  principal  gentlemen  of  the  county,  and  others  befides,  attempted  to 
interpofe  their  authority  to  fuperfede  the  tenour  of  the  general  pardon  held 
out  by  proclamation,  purfuing  the  fame  line  of  arbitrary  conduct,  which 
they  had  pra6lifcd  previous  to  the  infurre<5tion.  They  even  proceeded  to 
the  length  of  prefuming  to  tear  fome  of  the  protections,  which  the  country 
people  had  obtained  ; but  this  coming  to  the  general’s  knowledge,  he  foon 
quieted  them  by  threatening  to  have  them  tied  to  a cart’s  tail  and  whipped. 
Others  had  been  rafli  enough  to  levy  arbitrary  contributions  for  the  Ioffes 
they  had  fuftained  during  the  infurreCtion,  but  were  glad  upon  difeovery, 
and  refunding  what  they  had  received,  to  efcape  punifliment.  A curate  was 
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induced  to  wait  on  the  general  with  an  account  of  the  intended  niaffacre  of 
the  Proteflants,  which  he  detailed  with  the  appearance  of  the  utmoft  alarm, 
and  was  patiently  heard  out  by  the  general ; who  then  addrefl’ed  him  with 
this  marked  appellation  and  ftrong-  language  : — “ J/r.  JlJaJfacre,  if  you  do 
“ not  prove  to  me  the  circumftancesyou  have  related,  I thall  get  you  punilhed 
“ in  the  moft  exemplary  manner,  for  railing  falfe  alarms,  which  have  al- 
“ ready  proved  fo  deftru6tive  to  this  unfortunate  country.”  The  curate’s 
alarm  inftantly  changed  its  direction  and  became  perfonal ; and  on  allowing 
that  his  fears  had  been  excited  by  vague  report  to  make  this  reprefentation, 
liis  piteous  fupplication,  and  apparent  contrition,  procured  him  forgivenefs. 

The  various  outrages  that  were  committed  in  the  country,  prevented  num- 
bers from  coming  into  the  quarters  of  the  fevcral  commanding  officers  to  ob- 
tain protedtions,  as  many  of  the  yeomen  and  their  fupplementaries  continued 
the  fyftem  of  conflagration  and  fliootingfuch  of  the  peafantry  as  they  met;  and 
this  necelfarily  deterred  many  from  expofmg  themfelves  to  their  view',  and  pre- 
vented of  courfe,  the  humane  and  benevolent  intentions  of  the  prefent  govern- 
ment from  having  their  due  effeft.  The  melancholy  confequence  of  fuch  a 
fyftem  of  terror,  perfecution,  and  alarm,  had  very  nearly  brought  on  the  exter- 
mination of  an  extenliveand  populous  tra6l  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  called 
the  IMacomores;  the  horrid  perpetration  of  the  plan  was  providentially  pre- 
vented b}'  the  timely  and  happy  intervention  of  Brigade  Major  Fitzgerald, 
under  the  direftion  and  orders  of  General  Hunter.  Incefl’ant  applications 
and  renionftrances  had  been  made,  by  different  magiftrates  in  Gorey  and  its 
vicinity,  to  government,  complaining  that  this  range  of  country  was  in- 
fefted  w'ith  conftant  meetings  of  rebels,  who  committed  every  Ipecies  of  out- 
3age,  and  thefe  reports  were  confirmed  by  affidavits ; they  were  credited  by 
government,  to  Avhom  they  were  handed  in,  under  the  fpecioiis,  impofing, 
and  folemn  appearances  of  faels,  by  a magiftracy  prefumed  to  be  deliberate, 
grave,  and  ref|j^6table ; the  viceroy  Avas  rendered  juftly  indignant  at  thefe  re- 
iterated complaints  of  the  ahufe  of  his  clemency ; and  orders  AA  ere  fent  to 
the  different  generals  and  other  commanding  officers,  contiguous  to  the  de- 
A’oted  tract,  to  form  a line  along  its  extent  on  the  Aveftern  border,  and  at  both 
ends,  north  and  fouth,  on  the  land  fide,  fo  as  to  lca\’e  no  refource  to  the 
Avretched  inhabitants,  Avho  Avere  to  be  flaughtcred  by  the  foldiery,  or  to  be 
driA’en  into  the  fea,  as  it  is  bounded  by  the  Channel  on  the  eaftAvard.  Even 
Avomen  and  children  Avere  to  be  included  in  this  horrid  plan  of  terrific  ex - 
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ample.  The  execution  of  this  fevere  and  exemplaiy  meafure  was  entmfted 
to  the  difcretion  of  General  Hunter,  who,  through  the  honeft  exertions  and 
bold  fcrutiny  of  Major  Fitzgerald,  fortunately  difcovered,  in  time,  the  inhu- 
man tendency  of  the  mifreprefentation,  that  had  produced  thofe  terrific  orders. 
The  devoted  victims  found  an  opportunity  to  implore  protection  from  the  in- 
curfions  of  the  black  mob  (they  thus  denominated  the  fupplementaries  to  the 
diiferent  corps  of  yeomanry),  who  wreaked  their  vengeance  even  upon  thofe 
■who  had  received  protection  from  General  Needham  at  Gorey  ; as  different 
parties  of  the  foldiery  and  yeomanry  waited  their  return  in  ambufh,  and 
flaughtered  every  one  they  could  overtake. 

This  prevented  many  from  coming  in  for  protections.  Afterwards  thefe 
fanguinary  banditti  madeincurfions  into  the  country,  fired  into  thehoufes,  thus 
killing  and  wounding  many  unoffending  peafants.  Several  houfes  after  being 
plundered,  were  burned,  and  the  booty  was  brought  into  Gorey.  By  the  fre- 
quency of  thefe  horrible  exceffes  and  depredations,  fuch  houfes  as  remained 
unburned  were  of  courfe  crowded  with  feveral  families  ; and  this  multiplied 
the  number  of  victims  at  each  fucceeding  incurfion.  At  laft  moft  of  the  in- 
habitants from  neceffity  took  refuge  on  the  hills,  and  armed  themfelv’es  with 
every  offenfive  weapon  they  could  procure.  This  harrafl'ed  peafantry  received 
protection  from  the  General  againft  the  military  depredators  and  murderers, 
and  no  fubjeCts  could  be  more  loyal  and  fubordinate. 

The  falfe  alarmifts  were  not  depreffed  or  intimidated  at  thefe  difcomfitures; 
for  although  General  Hunter  reported  the  country  to  be  in  a perfeCt  Rate 
of  tranquillity,  they  again  returned  to  the  charge  and  renewed  their  mifre- 
prefentations.  Mr.  Hawtrey  White,  captain  of  the  Ballaghkeen  cavalry,  and 
a juftice  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  fent  feveral  informations  to  government 
of  the  alarming  ftate  of  the  country  ; and  the  commanding  officer  at  Gorey 
was  far  fo  perfuaded  of  the  intention  of  a general  rifing,  that  he  quitted  the 
town  and  encamped  on  the  hill  above  it.  Thefe  reprefen tations,  made  under 
the  femblance  of  loyalty,  and  by  a perfon  bearing  the  appearance  and  autho- 
rity of  a gentleman,  had  not,  however,  the  wiflied-for  weight  with  the  govern- 
ment. General  Hunter  was  ordered  to  enquire  into  the  information  of  Mr. 
Hawtrey  White,  and  Major  Fitzgerald  was  again  fent  out,  and  the  refult  of 
his  difcriminating  enquiry  was,  that  the  information  was  unfounded.  Upon 
this  the  General  ordered  IVIr.  Hawtrey  White  to  be  brought  to  Wexford,  and 
he  was  accordingly  conducted  thither  and  put  under  arrefi; ; and  on  his  Rill 
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perfifting  In  his  falfe  reprefen tations,  he  was  conducted  to  tlieilland,  where  he 
alferted  the  rebels  were  encamped,  and,  lo  ! no  illand  appeared  above  the 
Avater.  Mr.  Hawtrey  White  was  condudled  back  to  Wexford,  and  General 
Hunter  determined  to  bring  him  to  a court-martial.  Many  gentlemen  and 
ladies,  howev^er,  interfered  in  the  moftearneft  manner,  to  prevent  this  invefti- 
gation,  reprefenting  that  IMr.  White’s  great  age  might  have  fubjected  him  to 
the  impofition  of  fabricated  information  ; and  the  firmnefs  of  the  general  re- 
laxed at  the  inftance  of  fo  many  refpedlable  perfons ! ! It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  Ireland  lliould  have  fuffered  fo  much  by  the  tales  of  adventurers  in  thefe 
infernal  pradlices. 

A court-martial,  of  which  Lord  Ancram  was  prefident,  was  inftituted  at 
Wexford  for  the  trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  treafon  ; and,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pedlation  and  wilhes  of  the  committee  for  procuring  evidence,  many  were 
acquitted.  Lord  Ancram,  however  foon  left  the  town,  to  the  regret  of  the 
people ; but  his  lieutenant-colonel.  Sir  James  Fowlis,  fucceeded  him  as  pre- 
fident of  the  court-martial,  in  which  fituation  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  ho- 
nor and  integrity,  which  infpired  fo  much  confidence  throughout  the  coun- 
try, as  to  induce  many  who  were  confeious  of  their  integrity,  to  fubmit  to 
trial,  which  they  Avould  not  otherwife  have  dared  to  do,  from  a Avell-founded 
opinion  of  the  rancour  of  their  accufers,  who  in  too  many  inftances  elfewhere 
prevailed  by  the  grotfefl;  perjuries  againft  truth  and  juftice.  One  notorious 
inftance,  Avill,  it  is  hoped,  fuperfede  the  painful  neceflity  of  fupporting  the  af- 
fertion  by  a longer  enumeration.* 

Mr. 


* Hay’s  Hift.  sisi. — In  quoting  fbe  authority  of  Mr.  Hay,  it  has  been  to  me,  as  I prefume  it  has 
been  to  others,  a great  fatisfadion  to  read  the  following  teftimony  of  his  Hiftory  from  Major  Fitz- 
gerald, who  had  fuch  ample  means  of  knowing  the  truth,  and  exerted  them  with  fo  much  honor 
and  credit  to  himfelf,  to  his  employers,  and  to  his  country : 

“ Sir,  Dublin,  14  December,  1802. 

" I RETURN,  with  my  thanks  for  your  polite  attention,  the  manuferipts  you 
were  fo  kind  as  to  leave  for  my  perufal.  Am  exceedingly  glad  to  find,  through  the  whole  of 
your  compilation,  fo  ftrid  an  obfervance  of  fads,  which  chiefly  came  under  my  cognizance  as 
brigade-major.  It  is  with  pleafure  I obferve  alfo,  your  adherence  to  truth  and  impartiality,  free 
“ from  die  rancorous  fpirit  of  party-fabrication,  which  is  the  true  criterion  that  exalts  the  hiftorian 
above  the  clafs  of  party  fcribblers,  who  diffipate  as  rapidly  as  unerring  truth  umnsils  itfelf, 
" ftrongly  exemplified  in  the  paft  and  prefent  times.  I give  you  much  credit  in  not  retorting  as 
" you  might  for  your  unremitted  fufferings,  by  expofing  the  crimes  of  fome  refpedable  perfons  ; 
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Mr.  Walter  Devcreux,  having  obtained  protections  from  feveral  oflicers, 
had  gone  to  Cork  to  embark  for  Portugal:  he  was  there  taken  up,  tried,  con- 
demned and  executed.  J\Ir.  Cihfon,  a yeoman  and  wealthy  Proteftant  Ihop- 
keeper,  and  Mi’.  William  Kearney,  an  extenfivc  brewer,  were  fiunmoned  and 
attended  at  his  trial,  and  proved  that  he  was  in  Wexford,  and  even  in  gaol,  at 
the  very  time  fome  foldiers  of  the  Wexford  militia  were  Ihot  thirty  miles  from 
that  town  ; and  the  principal  charge  againll  him  was,  that  he  gave  orders  and 
Avas  prefent  at  their  execution,  which  fome  men  of  that  regiment  were 
hardened  enough  to  fwear ! ! ! iMr.  Hay  the  hiftorian  faAV  him  in  Wexford 
on  the  alleged  dav.  He  was  alfo  accufed  of  aiding  and  abetting  the  abomi- 
nation  at  Scnllabogue,  and  this  charge  was  fnnilarly  fupported  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  fome  foldiers  wives  ! and  yet  it  is  a notable  fa6t,  that  he  Avas  all  that 
day  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Rofs,  Avhere  he  difplayed  the  moft  heroical 
bravery  and  courage,  qualities  inconfiftent  Avith  the  odious  crime  it  Avas  falfely 
fworn  he  had  perpetrated  ! ! ! But  Avhat  puts  the  falfehood  of  the  fa61s 
alleged  againfthim  beyond  all  queftion  is,  that  after  his  execution  another  Mr. 
Devcreux  Avas  taken  up  on  the  diferiminating  fagacity  of  the  fame  Avitneifes, 
Avhoprofecuted  the  former  to  death;  but  Avho  now  (as  theyfaid)  had  difeoA^ered 
the  right  Devcreux.  The  trial  of  the  latter  has  been  publilhed,  and  is  recom- 
mended to  the  perufal  of  fuch  as  with  for  further  proof  of  the  miferable  and 
lamentable  condition  of  exifting  in  the  county  of  Wexford  during  that  unfor- 
tunate infurre6tion. 

It  was  happy  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  this  alarming  crifis,  that  the 
French  government  was  in  the  hands  of  feeble  politicians,  Avho,  though  Avell 
acquainted  Avith  the  Rate  of  Ireland,  had  unaccountably  negleded  to  embrace 
the  opportunity,  and  purfue  the  plan  which  had  been  laid  out  for  them  by 
Lord  EdAvard  Fit2gera}d,  and  others  of  the  malecontents  in  Ireland  ; this 
Avas,  to  rilk  fome  frigates  and  light  vcffels  Avith  a proper  fupj)ly  of  officers, 
arms  and  ammunition,  Avith  fome  fcAV  troops  to  keep  the  infurgents  in  fpirits  ; 
Ireland  might  then  have  been  loft  for  ever,  and  ultimately  Great  Britain  itfelf, 


“ for,  indeed,  if  they  are  not  very  forgetful  and  very  infenfible,  the  compundtlons  of  their  con- 
“ fciences  muft  be  fufficiently  tormenting.  There  is  little  doubt  of  your  labours  meeting  their  due 
“ reward  from  an  unprejudiced  public,  Avhich  is  the  wifli  of 

y Your  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  Edward  Huy,  Efq.  ‘J  B.  E.  Fitzgerald.” 

fiucej 
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fmce,  in  the  prefent  Rate  of  Europe,  both  iflands  ’muft  ftancl  or  fall  together. 
They  are  naturally  united,  and  the  interefts  of  neither  will  bear  a Icparation. 
And  hence  the  expediency  or  rather  neceffity  of  an  incorporate  union.  With 
that  lazy  afterthought  that  marks  the  folly  of  a bad  ftatefinan,  the  French  in 
the  latter  end  of  Augult,  detached  a fmall  force  to  the  North  of  Ireland, 
under  the  command  of  General  Humbert  who  on  the  22 d of  Aug u ft  landed 
at  Killala. 

The  French  entered  the  bay  under  Englifli  colours,  and  the  feint  fuccecdcd 
fo  well  * that  two  fons  of  the  Bilhop  of  Killala,  threw  themfelves  into  a filhing 
boat,  with  the  port  furveyor,  Mr.  James  Rutledge,  and  were  prcfently  fur- 
prized  to  find  themfelves  prifoners.  Some  alarm  had  been  given  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  22d  to  the  people  of  Killala  by  the  unufual  appearance  of  fliips  of 
that  fize  in  their  bay;  in  fo  mucb,  that  the  only  magiftrate  of  the  town,  IMr. 
Kirkwood,  who  commanded  the  yeomanry,  had  kept  his  corps  under  arms 
the  whole  day  at  the  fea  houfe,  called  the  caftle,  as  did  alfo  Lieutenant  Sells  of 
the  Prince  of  ^^'ales’s  fencibles,  with  twenty  militia  men.  Yeomen  and  fen- 
cibles  together  formed  a corps  of  fifty  men  all  Proteftants. 

The  indentings  of  the  bay  of  Killala,  and  the  chain  of  hills  between  that 
town  and  the  fpot  where  the  enemy  landed,  will  in  part  account  for  the  fecrecy 
with  which  the  debarkation  was  conducted.  It  is  not  without  reafon,  how- 
ever, fufpebled,  that  the  peafantry  had  no  intention  to  prevent  the  furprife 
that  took  place.  Even  among  the  bifliop’s  fervants,  for  fome  days  before  this 
event,  a whifper  had  gone  about,  that  the  French  were  coming  to  Killala, 
and  that  fomething  very  terrible  would  fliortly  happen:  a proteftant  fervant 
maid,  lately  married  to  a Catholic  inhabitant  of  the  place,  had  circulated  the 
report  in  the  caftle.  Between  feven  and  eight  on  that  evening  a terrified 
meffenger  fuddenly  announced  to  the  bilhop,  that  the  French  were  landed, 
and  that  near  three  hundred  of  them  were  within  a mile  of  the  town.  The 
cavalry  officers  rode  offdirebtly,  in  fullfpeed,  with  the  intelligence  to  Ballina. 
The  yeomanry  and  fencibl^  drew  up  before  the  Caftle  gate  and  refolutely  ad- 
vanced into  the  main  ftreet  to  meet  the  French  advance  guard. 

Borne  down  by  numbers  and  feeing  two  of  their  corps  fall  they  were  feized 
with  a panic,  and  fled.  Kirkwood  and  nineteen  yeomen  were  taken  and  or- 
dered into  clofe  cuftody  at  the  caftle.  All  oppofition  being  now  at  an  end,  the 

* See  the  Bifliop  of  Killala’s  interefting  and  authentic  narrative  of  this  tranfadlion  throughout. 
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French  General  marched  into  the  caftle  yard  at  the  head  of  his  officers,  and 
demanded  to  fee  the  bilhop,  who  fortunately  was  converfant  with  the  French 
language.  Humbert  defied  him  to  be  under  no  apprehenfon  for  himfelf  or 
his  people;  they  fiould  be  treated  with  refpedlful  attention,  and  nothing  ffiould 
be  taken  by  the  French  troops,  but  wbat  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  their 
fupport ; a promife  which,  as  long  as  thofe  troops  continued  in  Killala,  was 
moll  religioufly  obferved, 

]Mr.  Kirkwood  was  examined,  as  to  the  fupplies  that  could  be  drawn  from 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  to  affill  the  progrefs  of  the  invaders.  The 
queries  were  interpreted  by  fome  Irilli  officers,  who  came  with  the  French,  to 
which  he  anfwered  with  fuch  an  appearance  of  franknefs  and  candour,  that 
he  gained  the  efteem  of  the  French  general,  who  told  him  lie  was  on  his  pa- 
role, and  ffiould  have  full  permiffion  to  return  to  his  family  and  attend  to  his 
private  affairs.  The  conjugal  affedlion  of  this  gentleman  on  the  next  day 
made  him  forget  his  parole  and  go  to  attend  his  fick  M'ife,  who  from  the 
dread  of  the  enemy  had  fecreted  herfelf  in  the  mountains.  Enraged  at  this 
breach  of  parole,  the  French  took  every  thing  they  wanted  out  of  his  ftores, 
oats  and  fait  and  iron  to  a confiderable  amount;  nor  had  they  been  careful 
to  prevent  depredations  by  the  rebels  in  his  dwelling  houfe,  as  they  would 
have  done  if  he  had  not  fled;  fo  that  when  he  returned  he  found  it  a wreck. 

The  bifliop’s  caftle  was  made  the  head  quarters  of  the  French  general.  But 
fuch  excellent  difcipline  was  conllantly  maintained  by  thefe  invaders  wliile 
they  remained  in  Killala,  that  ivith  every  temptation  to  plunder,  which  the 
time  and  the  number  of  valuable  articles  within  their  reach  prefented  to  them 
from  a fideboard  of  plate  and  glaffes,  a hall  filled  with  hats,  whips,  and  great 
coats,  as  well  of  the  guefts  as  of  the  family,  not  one  fingle  article  of  private 
property  was  carried  away. 

On  the  morning  after  his  arrival,  Humbert  began  his  military  operations  by 
puffiing  forward  to  Ballina  a detachment  of  a hundred  men,  forty  of  whom  he 
had  mounted  on  the  bed  horfes  be  could  feize.  A green  flag  \vas  mounted 
over  the  caftle  gate,  with  the  infeription  Ei'in  go  Bragh,  importing  to  invite 
the  country  people  to  join  the  French.  Their  caufe  was  to  be  forwarded  by 
tbe  immediate  delivery  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  clotbing  to  tbe  new  levies 
of  the  country.  Property  was  to  be  inviolable.  Ready  money  was  to  come 
over  in  the  fliips  expelled  every  day  from  France.  In  the  mean  time,  what- 
ever was  bought  was  paid  for  in  drafts  on  the  future  directory. 

Though 
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Though  cafli  were  wanting,  the  pvoinife  of  clothing  and  arms  to  the  recruits 
was  made  good  to  a confiderable  extent.  The  firft  that  offered  their  fervice 
received  complete  clothing  to  the  amount  of  about  a thoufand.  The  next 
comers,  at  leaft  as  many,  received  arms  and  clothing  but  no  flioes  or  Itock- 
ings.  To  the  laft,  arms  only  were  given.  And  of  arms.  Colonel  Charoft 
afliired  the  bifhop,  5500  ftand  were  delivered. 

Humbert  left  Killala  with  a quantity  of  ammunition  in  the  pofTeffion  of  200- 
men  and  6 officers,  and  on  the  25th,  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening  took 
pofTeffion  of  Ballina,  from  whence  the  garrifon  fled  on  his  approach.  Here  he 
left  behind  him  an  officer  named  True,  with  a very  fmall  part  of  the  French 
and  feveral  of  the  Irifli  recruits.  Humbert  was  fenfible  of  the  advantage  of 
pufliing  forward  with  vigor,  and  that  a rapid  progrefs  into  the  interior 
could  alone  bring  the  natives  to  his  flandard.  At  Ballina  many  hun- 
dred peafants  repaired  to  the  French  ftandard,  and  with  eagernefs  received 
arms  and  uniforms.  The  French  commander  determined  to  attack  the  forces 
at  Caftlebar,  and  began  his  march  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  with  eight 
hundred  of  his  own  men,  and  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  Irifh.  He  advanced 
through  mountains,  byways  generally  deemed  impaffable  to  an  army,  with  two 
fmall  curricle  guns,  the  repairing  of  the  carriage  of  one  of  which,  broken  by  the 
ruggednefs  of  the  roads,  caufed  fortunately  for  our  army,  fome  hours  delay  in 
their  march.  The  French  were  at  feven  o’clock  within  two  miles  of  the  town 
before  which  our  ai  my  had  taken  their  pofition  on  a riling  ground  to  receive 
them. 

Our  artillery  at  firft  made  fuch  execution  among  the  French,  that  they  in- 
ftantly  fell  back  fome  paces.  They  then  filed  off  in  fmall  parties  to  the  right 
and  left,  and  affailed  our  troops  in  flank,  who  had  fcarcely  fired  afecond  round, 
when  the  royal  army  feized  with  a panic,  broke  on  all  fades,  and  fled  in  extreme 
confufion  through  the  town  on  the  I'oad  to  Tuam.  Some  have  afferted,  that 
General  Lake  gave  an  order  for  retreating.  The  force  tliat  general  com- 
manded at  Caftlebar  fell  very  little  fliort  of  6000  men.* 

So 

* This  moft  difgraceful  conduft  of  our  troops  in  the  face  of  fo  fmall  a force  of  the  enemy  has 
been  differently  fpoken  of  by  the  feveral  perfons  who  have  written  on  the  fubjeft.  Sir  Richard 
Mufgrave  has  feledted  half  a dozen  officers  to  whom  exclufively  (perhaps  invidioufly)  he  attributes- 
the  credit  of  attempting  to  rally  their  men.  (p.  594.)  “ In  juftice  to  the  Earls  of  Ormond  and 

Longford,  I think  it  proper  to  obferve,  that  they  did  their  utmoft  to  rally  their  regiments.  The 

“ Earl 
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So  ftrong  Avas  the  panic  of  our  troops  on  this  fatal  occafion,  that  they  never 
halted,  till  they  reached  the  town  of  Tiiam,  nearly  forty  Englitli  miles  from 
the  fcene  of  a6iion.  On  the  night  of  the  fame  day  they  renewed  their  march, 
after  a fliort  refrefliment,  and  retired  ftiil  farther  towards  Athlone,  where  an 
oliicer  of  carabineers,  Arith  fixty  of  his  men,  arrived  at  one  o'clock  on  Tuefday 
the  29th,  having  performed  a march  of  aboA'C  feventy  Englilh  miles  (tlie 
diltance  of  Athlone  from  Caftlehar)  in  twenty-feATii  hours.  The  artillery, 
loft  by  our  army  in  this  defeat,  confifted  of  fourteen  pieces,  of  Avhich  four 
Arere  curricle  guns.  Befide  that  of  the  carabineers,  of  Avhich  no  return  has 

Earl  of  Granard,  Major  Tompfon,  Captains  Chambers  and  Armftrong  rallied  fome  foldiers  of  the 
" Longford,  and  fonie  tlragglers  of  other  corps,  and  covered  the  retreat  of  our  troops  by  main- 
“ laining,  as  they  retired,  a well-direded  fire,  from  behind  hedges  and  walls,  011  the  enemy  as  they 
advanced.” 

The  Bifliop  of  Killala  thus  avoids  direft  cenfure.  (Narrative  p.  45.)  ” The  writer  of  this  nar- 

‘ ■ rative  profefles  only  to  defcribe  what  he  faw  and  felt.  It  is  not  his  bufinefs  therefore,  if  he  were 
" competent  to  the  talk,  to  traee  the  events  of  an  invafion,  the  firtl  fuccefles  of  which  caufed  fo 
much  aftonilhment,  or  to  Ihew  by  what  means  a handful  of  men  continued  fo  long  to  brave  the 
“ force  of  a whole  kingdom  5 men,  who,  from  the  time  they  milled  their  reinforcements  from 
home,  confell'ed  their  belief  that  they  were  no  more  than  a forlorn  hope  fent  to  annoy  the  ene- 
''  mies  of  their  country,  and,  that  duty  done,  expeded  every  hour  to  be  forced  to  furrender  them- 
“ felves  prifoners  of  war.” 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  fays,  (p.  285,)  “ I am  informed  by  good  authority,  that  theFrench  officers, 
“ at  the  firll  view  of  the  number,  and  excellent  arrangements  of  our  troops,  expeded  no  other  for- 
“ tune  than  to  be  obliged  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  till  obferving  the  irregular  fire 
“ of  our  mulketeers,  many  of  whom  fired  without  orders,  they  conceived  fome  hope,  andadv'anced 
“■  under  cover  of  the  fmoke ; but  that  they  mull  have  probably  laid  down  their  arms,  if  General 
“ Lake  had  not  commanded  a retreat,  which  was  the  real  caufe  of  the  rout  j and,  that  if  General 
“ Hutchinfon  had  been  chief  commander  on  this  occafion,  the  career  of  the  invaders  would  have 
ended  at  Caftlebar.” 

There  is  no  queftion,  but  that  a very  ferious  difference  happened  previous  to  the  difgraceful  adtion 
at  Caftlebar  between  General  (now  Lord)  Hutchinfon  and  General  Lake;  and  that  the  army  in 
general  was  llrongly  aft’edted  by  the  former’s  having  been  fuperfeded  in  his  command  by  the  latter  j 
General  Hutchinfon  was  acquainted  with  every  inch  of  the  country,  and  had  prepared  an  able  and 
efficient  plan  for  Hopping  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy  j he  commanded  alike  the  confidence  of  the 
army  and  the  affedlions  of  the  natives.  As  cruelty  and  cowardice  are  ever  infeparable,  it  was 
unlikely  that  troops,  which  had  debafed  themfelves  by  maffacreing  the  fugitive,  furrendered  or  un- 
offending, by  burning  their  houfes  and  deflroying  their  property,  by  torturing,  ftrangling,  and  flog- 
ging the  fufpedled  to  extort  confeflions,  fliould  when  left  to  themfelves  or  under  the  command  of 
the  promoter  of  that  favage  warfare,  bravely  face  an  enemy,  upon  whom  they  dared  not  exercife 
their  wonted  atrocities. 
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been  publiflied ; our  lofs  of  men  has  never  been  dated  accurately,  nor  the  lofs 
of  the  French  ever  known  to  us. 

The  Marquis  Cornwallis,  from  the  liift  intelligence  of  the  invafion,  had, 
notwithftanding  the  fmallnefs  of  the  invading  army,  been  fo  fenfible  of  the 
danger  of  rekindling  the  fmothered  flame  of  rebellion  as  to  have  determined 
to  march  in  perfon  againft  the  enemy.  Ilis  Excellency  faw  that  the  utmoft 
caution  was  expedient,  as  well  as  vigour  in  the  movements  of  his  forces.  The 
motions  of  the  main  army,  immediately  under  his  own  command,  were  cal- 
culated to  cover  the  country,  to  intimidate  the  abettors  of  rebellion,  and  to 
afford  an  opportunity  of  rallying  to  any  fmaller  bodies  of  troops  which  might 
be  defeated;  while  thefe  bodies  were  ordered  to  harrafs  the  enemy  as  much  as 
poffible  without  running  rifks,  or  engaging  in  battle  without  certainty  of 
fuccefs.  The  marquis  proceeded  on  the  30th  of  Auguft  in  the  road  to  Caft- 
lebar,  and  arrived  on  the  4th  of  September  at  Hollymount,  fourteen  miles 
diftant  from  Caftlebar;  in  the  evening  of  that  day  he  received  intelligence, 
that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  their  poft  and  marched  to  Foxford. 

After  their  victory  at  Caftlebar,  the  French  received  great  acceflions  of  Irifh 
peafantry  to  their  ftandard,  who  encreafed  indeed  the  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
but  proved  to  be  of  no  effe6lual  aid  to  them  ; the  French  had  been  taught  to 
expect  far  more  powerful  afliftance  from  the  Irilh. 

The  advanced  guard  of  the  French  having  a'rrived  at  Coloony,  was  oppofed 
on  the  5th  by  Colonel  Verreker  of  the  City  of  Limerick  Militia,  who  had 
marched  from  Sligo  for  the  purpofe,  with  about  two  hundred  infantry,  thirty  of 
the  24th  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  two  curricle  guns.  The  colonel  found 
the  enemy  arranged  for  his  reception  between  him  and  the  town  of  Coloony. 
After  a fmartaftion  of  about  an  hour’s  continuance,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat^ 
with  the  lofs  of  his  artillery,  to  Sligo,  whence  he  withdrew  his  little  army  to 
Ballyfliannon.  Colonel  Verreker  proved  himfelf  a man  of  ability,  fpirit,  and 
courage,  in  this  affair ; he  was  actually  engaged  with  the  whole  French  force, 
thouo-h  he  conceived  himfelf  to  he  engaged  with  the  vanguard  onlv. 

This  oppofition,  though  attended  vdth  defeat  to  the  oppofers,  is  fuppofed  to 
have  caufed  the  French  general  to  relinquilh  his  dcflgn  on  Sligo.  lie  directed 
his  march  by  Drummahair  toward  IManorhamilton  in  the  County  of  Leitrim, 
leaving  on  the  road,  for  the  fake  of  expedition,  three  fix  pounders  difmounted, 
and  throwing  five  pieces  more  of  artillery  over  the  bridge  at  Drummahair, 
into  the  river.  In  approaching  IManorhamilton  he  fuddenly  wheleed  to  the 
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right,  taking  his  way  by  Druinkerim,  perhaps  with  defign  of  attempting,  if 
poffible,  to  reach  Granard  in  the  County  of  Longford,  where  an  alarming  in- 
furreflion  had  taken  place.  CraM'ford’s  troops  hung  fo  clofe  on  the  rear 
guard  of  the  French,  as  to  come  to  adlion  with  it  on  the  7th,  between  Drum- 
fliambo  and  Ball^  namore,  in  Mdiich  action  they  M’ere  repulfed  with  fome  lofs, 
and  admoniflied  to  obferve  more  caution  in  the  purfuit.  The  French  on 
their  fide  are  faid  to  have  miftakeii  the  Colonel's  army  for  the  van  guard  of 
the  Brithharmy,  and  to  have  been  thereby  prevented  from  attempting  to  fur- 
round  it.* 

The  Fi-ench  army  pafling  the  Shannon  at  Ballintra,  and  halting  fome 
hours  in  the  night  at  Claone,  arrived  at  Ballinamuck  on  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber, fo  clofely  followed  by  the  troops  of  Colonel  Crawford  and  General  Lake, 
that  its  rear  guard  was  unable  to  break  the  bridge  at  Ballintra,  to  impede  the 
purfuit;  while  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  grand  army,  croffed  the  fame  river 
at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  marched  by  Mohill  to  Saint-Johnftown,  in  the 
county  of  Longford,  in  order  to  intercept  the  enemy  in  front,  in  his  way  to 
Granard;  or  fhould  he  proceed,  to  furround  him  with  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men.  In  this  defperate  fituation,  Humbert  arranged  his  forces,  with 
no  other  obje6t,  as  it  muft  be  prefumed,  than  to  maintain  the  honor  of  the 
French  arms.  The  rear-guard  having  been  attacked  by  Colonel  Crawford, 
about  two  hun'dred  of  the  French  infantry  furrendered.  The  reft  continued 
to  defend  themfelves  for  above  half  an  hour,  when,  on  the  appearance  of  the 
main  body  of  General  Lake’s  army,  they  alfo  furrendered,  after  they  had 
made  Lord  Roden,  with  a body  of  dragoons,  a prlfoner.  His  lordlhip  had 
precipitately  advanced  into  the  French  lines  to  obtain  their  furrender.  The 
rebel  auxiliaries,  who  had  accompanied  the  French  to  this  fatal  field,  being- 
excluded  from  quarter,  fled  in  all  directions,  and  were  purfued  with  the 
flaughter  of  about  five  hundred  men,  which  feems  much  lefs  to  exceed  the 
truth,  than  the  returns  of  flain  in  the  fouth-eaftern  parts  of  the  ifland.  Not- 
withftanding  the  diminution  by  defertions  on  the  march,  about  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  rebels  were  with  the  French  army  at  Ballinamuck,  at  the  time 
of  the  furrender  of  Humbert.  The  lofs  of  our  troops  w-as  officially  ftated  at 
three  privates  killed,  twelve  wounded,  three  miffing,  and  one  officer  wounded. 
The  troops  of  General  Humbert  Av^ere  found,  when  prifoners,  to  confift  of 

* Humbert  is  reported  to  have  faid,  that  Colonel  Verreker  was  tlieonly  Britilli .officer  he  had 
faced  that  was  fit  to  command  fifty  men. 
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fevTn  hundred  and  forty-fix  privates,  and  ninety-fix  officers,  having  fuftained 
a lofs  of  about  two  hundred  men  fmce  their  landing  at  Kilalla  on  the  22d  of 
Auguft. 

It  muft  ever  remain  an  humiliating  refledlion  upon  the  luftre  and  power  of 
the  Britilh  arms,  that  fo  pitiful  a detachment  as  that  of  eleven  hundred 
French  infantry,  ffiould,  in  a kingdom,  in  which  there  was  an  armed  force 
of  above  150,000  men,  have  not  only  put  to  rout  a feledl  army  of  fix 
thoufand  men,  prepared  to  receive  the  invaders,  but  alfo  provided  them- 
felves  with  ordnance  and  ammunition  from  our  ftores,  taken  feveral  of  our 
towns,  marched*  122  Irilli  (above  150  Englidi)  miles  through  the  country, 
and  kept  arms  in  their  vidtorious  hands  for  feventeeif  days  in  the  heart  of  an 
armed  kingdom.  But  it  was  this  Britiffi  army,  which  the  untemporifing  and 
gallant  Abercrombie  had,  on  the  26th  of  February,  found  in  fuch  a Jiate  of 
licentioufnefs^  that  muft  render  it  formidable  to  every  one  but  the  enemy. 

The  prudence  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  the  plan  of  his  movements,  in  a line 
between  the  French  and  the  interior  country,  is  evinced,  from  the  failure  of  an 
infurre6lion  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Granard,  which  had  taken  place  while 
the  French  were  marching  from  Caftlebar,  and  had  been  defigned  as  a power- 

■ * The  foUou'ing  uas  the  Route  of  the  French. 

From  Killala  to  Ballina  w . . 

Back  from  Killala  . . w 

To  Caftlebar  - - 

Round  the  weft  end  of  Lough  Bar,  and  over  the  Barnagee 
mountains  to  Foxford 
Crofs  the  river  May  to  Swineford 
To  Ballaghy  - - 

To  Tubbercorry  - - - . 

To  Colooney  - 

To  Ballintogher  . - - 

To  Drumahaire  - - 

To  Manor  Hamilton  . . - 

Back  to  Drumkerin  . . _ 

To  Ballintra  ... 

Crofs  to  Drumfnave 

To  Ballinamuck  - • 
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fill  divciTion  in  their  favor,  and  even  to  afford  tliem  a commanding  poft, 
whence  they  might  more  conveniently  direct  their  operations  againft  the  me- 
tropolis. Tlie  plan  was,  hrft  to  feize  the  town  of  Granard,  and  tlicn  to  attack 
the  town  of  Cavan,  where  confiderable  ftores  of  arms  and  ammunition  were 
depolited.  Granard  was  nearly  furprized  by  a body  of  fome  thoufand  rebels, 
cliietly  from  VTftmeath  and  Longford,  on  the  5th  of  September;  but  it  was 
moft  ably  defended  by  Captain  Cottingliam,  of  the  Cavan  and  Ballyhaife 
yeoman  infantry,  whofe  whole  force  confifted  of  a hundred  and  fifty-feven 
infantry,  and  forty-nine  cavalry.  Between  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon 
the  rebels  fled,  and  v'ere  purfued  with  great  flaughter.  Notwithftanding  the 
fpeedy  fuppreffion  of  the  rebels  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Granard,  and  the 
furrender  of  the  French  army  two  days  after  at  Ballynamuck,  yet,  in  the 
county  of  Mayo,  where  they  had  firfl;  rifen  to  aflift  the  invaders,  they  ftill  per- 
fevered  in  a ftate  of  infurredlion.  Humbert's  furrender  was  not  known 
in  thefe  parts  for  fome  days  after.  Caftlebar,  ^vhich  on  its  evacuation  by  the 
French,  had  been  occupied  by  the  king’s  troops,  was  attacked  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  IQth  of  September,  by  a body  of  rebels,  reported  to  be  two  thou- 
land  in  number.  The  garrifon,  confifting  of  fifty-feven  of  Frafer’s  fencibles, 
thirty-four  volunteers,  and  one  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry,  was  fojudicioufly 
pofted  by  Captain  Urquhart,  of  the  Frafer's,  as  to  completely  rout  the  affail- 
ants,  whofe  obje6l  probably  was  to  plunder  the  town.  All  the  places  which 
had  fallen  into  'the  hands  of  the  rebels  were  now  recovered,  except  Ballina 
and  Killala,  which  remained  fome  time  longer  in  their  poffeffion.  On 
his  march  from  Caftlebar  on  the  4th  of  September,  Humbert  had  left  no  part 
of  his  army  at  Killala  or  Ballina,  except  three  officers  at  the  former,  and  one 
at  the  latter,  to  command  the  rebels  who  formed  the  garrifons  of  thofe  towns. 
No  force  was  detached  from  the  army  to  re-occupy  Ballina,  till  the  22d  of 
September,  about  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  Avhen,  upon  their  approach, 
the  rebel  garrifon,  with  its  French  commander.  True,  fled  towards  Killala. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  thirty-two  days  after  the  landing  of  the  French 
army,  and  fifteen  after  its  capture  at  Ballinamuck,  a large  body  of  troops  ar- 
rived at  Killala,  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Trench,  who  would 
have  been  ftill  fome  days  later  in  his  arrival,  had  he  not  been  haftened  by  a 
meffage  from  the  bifliop,  to  announce  the  fearful  apprehenfions  his  lordfliip’s 
family,  and  the  other  loyalifts  were  under,  from  the  ferocity  of  the  rebels. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  the  arrival  of  General  Trench,  with  apart  of  the 
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army  at  Killala,  and  fome  other  tranfa61ions  of  the  French  whilft  that  part  of 
the  country  was  in  the  inglorious  fuhjeftion  to  their  rule,  are  thus  faithfully 
narrated  by  the  right  reverend  eye  Avitnefsof  them.'*^ 

“ A troop  of  fugitives  in  full  race  from  Ballina,  women  and  children, 
tumbling  over  one  another  to  get  into  the  caftle,  or  into  any  houfe  in  the  town 
where  they  might  hope  for  a momentary  flielter,  continued  for  a painful 
length  of  time  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  army. 

The  rebels  quitted  their  camp  to  occupy  the  rifing  ground  clofe  by  the  town, 
on  the  road  to  Ballina,  and  pofted  themfelves  under  the  low  ftone  walls  on 
each  fide,  in  fuch  a manner  as  enabled  them  with  great  advantage  to  take  aim 
at  the  king’s  troops.  They  had  a ftrong  guard  alfo  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
town  towards  Foxford,  having  probably  received  intelligence,  which  was  true, 
that  General  Trench  had  divided  his  forces  at  Crofmalina,  and  fent  one  part 
of  them  by  a detour  of  three  miles  to  intercept  the  fugitives,  that  might  take 
that  courfe  in  their  flight.  This  laft  detachment  confifted  chiefly  of  the  Kerry 
militia,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Crofbie  and  jMaurice  Fitzge- 
rald the  knight  of  Kerry,  their  colonel,  the  Earl  of  Glandore  attending  the 
general.  It  is  a circumftance,  Avhich  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  by  the 
loyalifts  of  Killala,  that  the  Kerry  militia  were  fo  Avrought  upon  by  the  exhor- 
tations of  thofe  two  fpirited  officers,  to  lofe  no  time  in  coming  to  the  relief  of 
their  perifliing  friends,  that  they  appeared  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  tOAvn  at  the 
fame  inflant  Avith  their  felloAvs  on  the  oppofite  fide,  though  they  had  a league 
more  of  road  to  perform. 

The  tAvo  divifions  of  the  royal  army  Avere  fuppofed  to  make  up  about  tAvelve 
hundred  men,  and  they  had  five  pieces  of  cannon.  The  number  of  the  rebels 
could  not  be  afcertained.  IMany  ran  aAvay  before  the  engagement,  Avhile  a 
very  confiderahle  number  flocked  into  thetoAvn  in  the  very  heat  of  it,  paffing 
under  the  caftle  Avindows  in  A’iew  of  the  French  officers  onhorfeback,  and  run- 
ning upon  death,  with  as  little  appearance  of  refledlion  or  concern,  as  if  they 
Avere  haftening  to  a fliCAv.  About  four  hundred  of  thefe  mifguided  men  fell 
in  the  battle,  and  immediately  after  it.  Whence  it  may  be  conjectured,  that 
their  entire  number  fcarcely  exceeded  eight  or  nine  hundred. 

The  whole  fcene  paffed  in  fight  of  the  caftle,  and  fo  near  it,  that  the  family 
could,  diflin6tly  hear  the  balls  Avhiftling  by  their  ears. 


* Narr,  p.  145, 
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We  kept  our  eyes  on  the  rebels,  Avho  feemed  to  be  polled  with  fo  much  ad- 
vantage behind  the  ftone  walls  that  lined  the  road.  They  levelled  their  pieces, 
fired  very  deliberately  from  each  fide  on  the  advancing  enemy,  yet  (llrange 
to  tell !)  were  able  only  to  kill  one  man,  a corporal,  and  wound  one  common 
Ibldier.  Their  Ihot,  in  general,  went  over  the  heads  of  their  opponents,  A 
regiment  of  highlandei  s (Frafer’s  fencibles)  filed  off  to  right  and  left,  to  flank 
the  fufileers  behind  the  hedges  and  walls  ; they  had  a marfliy  ground  on  the 
left  to  furmount  before  they  could  come  upon  their  objeft,  which  occafioned 
fome  delay,  but  at  length  they  reached  them,  and  made  fad  havock  among 
them.  Then  followed  the  Queen’s  County  militia  and  the  Downfliire,  which 
laft  regiment  had  a great  fliare  in  the  honour  of  the  day. 

After  a refiftance  of  about  twenty  minutes,  the  rebels  began  to  in  all  di- 
rebfions,  and  were  purfued  by  the  Roxburgh  cavalry  into  the  town  in  full 
cry.  This  was  not  agreeable  to  military  pra6lice,  according  to  which  it  is 
ufual  to  commit  the  alfault  of  a tovai  to  the  infantry;  but  here  the  general 
wifely  reverfed  the  mode,  in  order  to  prevent  the  rebels,  by  a rapid  purfuit, 
from  taking  flielter  in  the  houfes  of  the  townsfolk,  a circumfiance  which  was 
likely  to  provoke  indiferiminate  flaughter  and  pillage.  The  meafure  was  at- 
tended with  the  defired  fuccefs.  A confiderable  number  was  cut  down  in 
the  ftreets,  and  of  the  remainder,  but  a few  were  able  to  efcape  into  the  houfes, 
being  either  pufhed  through  the  town  till  they  fell  in  with  the  Kerry  from 
Crofmalina,  or  obliged  to  take  the  fhore,  wheie  it  winds  round  a promontory, 
forming  one  of  the  horns  of  the  bay  of  Killala.  And  here  too  the  fugitives 
were  fwept  away  by  fcores,  a cannon  being  placed  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
bay,  which  did  great  execution. 

Some  of  the  defeated  rebels,  however,  did  force  their  way  into  houfes,  and 
by  confequence  brought  mifehief  upon  the  innocent  inhabitants,  without 
benefit  to  themfelves.” 

The  town  of  Killala,  thus  recovered  by  his  majefty’s  forces,  had  been 
thirty-two  days  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  French  and  rebels.  Of  the  tranfac- 
tions,  which  occurred  there  during  that  period,  the  bifliop’s  candid  narrative  is 
a moft  valuable  and  authentic  hiftorical  document,  extremely  honorable  to 
the  writer,  fmee  it  evinces  a genuine  goodnefs  of  heart,  and  a mind  fo  culti- 
vated, fo  candid,  fo  elevated  above  vulgar,  prejudices,  and  the  fervile  fear  of 
party,  as  to  difeern  and  publicly  acknowledge  the  virtues  of  an  enemy. 

The  unbialfed  writer  thus  deferibes  the  little  army  of  invaders  : — intelli- 
gence, 
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gence,  adivity,  temperance,  patience,  to  a furprifing  degree,  appeared  to  be 
combined  in  the  foldiery  that  came  over  with  Humbert,  together  with  the 
exadteft  obedience  to  difcipline : yet,  if  you  except  the  grenadiers,  they 
had  nothing  to  catch  the  eye.  Their  ftature,  for  the  moft  part,  was  low, 
their  complexion  pale  and  fallow,  their  clothes  much  the  worfe  for  the  wear ; 
to  a fuperficial  obferver,  they  would  have  appeared  incapable  of  enduring 
almoh  any  hardfliip.  Thefe  were  the  men,  however,  of  whom  it  was  prefently 
obferved  that  they  could  be  well  content  to  live  on  bread  or  potatoes,  to  drink 
water,  to  make  the  hones  of  the  ftreet  their  bed,  and  to  deep  in  their  clothes, 
with  no  cover  but  the  canopy  of  heaven.  One  half  of  their  number  had 
ferved  in  Italy  under  Buonaparte;  the  reft  were  of  the  army  of  the  Rhine, 
where  they  had  faffered  diltrefles,  that  well  accounted  for  their  perfons  and 
wan  looks. 

The  rebels,  who  had  joined  the  French,  were  with  great  rlifficulty  rehrained 
by  the  French  from  plundering  and  abufing  the  loyalifts.*  “ Indeed,”  fays  the 
right  reverend  narrator,  “ the  contraft  Avith  regard  to  religious  fentiments, 
“ between  the  French  and  their  Iridi  allies,  was  extremely  curious.  The 
“ atheift  defpifed  and  affronted  the  bigot;  but  the  wonder  was,  how  the  zea- 
“ lous  papifl  fliould  come  to  any  terms  of  agreement  with  a fet  of  men,  who 
“ boaded  openly  in  our  hearing,  ‘ that  they  had  juft  driven  Mr.  Pope  out 

of  Italy,  and  did  not  expert  to  find  him  again  fo  fuddenly  in  Ireland.’  It 

aftonifhed  the  French  officers  to  hear  the  recruits,  when  they  offered  their 
“ fervices,  declare,  that  they  were  come  to  take  arms  for  France  and  the 
“ Bleffed  Virgin.”  The  conduct  of  the  feveral  priefts,  who  engaged  in  the 
fame  treafonable  enterprife,  was  yet  more  furprifing  than  that  of  their  people. 
No  fet  of  men  could  be  treated  with  more  apparent  marks  of  diflike,  and  even 
contempt,  than  thefe  were  by  the  French,  though  againft  the  plaineft  fug- 
geftions  of  policy,  which  recommended  attention  to  them,  both  as  having  an 
influence  over  their  flocks,  and  as  ufeful  interpreters,  moft  of  them  (from 
their  foreign  education)  being  able  to  fpeak  a little  French.  Yet  the  com- 
mandant would  not  truft  to  their  interpretation:  if  he  wanted  to  know  the 
truth,  he  waited  till  he  could  fee  the  bilhop. 

It  Avas  at  one  time  ftrongly  agitated,  whether  arms  fliould  not  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  all  the  Proteftant  inhabitants  of  Killala,  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  defend  themfelves  againft  depredation  and  infult : and  feveral  had  actually 

* Narr,  p.  g6. 
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obtained  them.  However,  * “ after  an  hour’s  druggie  feveral  of  the  Protef- 
tants,  intimidated  by  the  menaces  of  the  others,  returned  the  arms  they  had 
leceived,  and  faid  they  would  truft  themfelves  to  the  protedion  of  the 
patrole,  which  put  an  end  for  that  time  to  the  difturbance. 

“ It  was  renewed,  however,  the  two  following  days  with  unabating  vio- 
lence, till  at  length  the  Proteftants,  harralfed  by  domiciliary  vifits  of  armed 
rebels  in  fearch  of  concealed  weapons,  agreed  in  a petition  to  the  com- 
mandant, that  he  would  call  in  by  proclamation  what  he  had  given  out,  and 
forbid  in  future  any  perfon’s  appearing  in  arms,  except  recruits  for  the 
Trench  fervice.  The  terror  of  being  thus  dripped  of  the  means  of  defence 
was  exaggerated  by  the  alarming  accounts  of  depredations  on  every  fide  of 
Killala  to  the  didance  of  feveral  miles.  Not  a night  paded  but  fome.houfe 
was  rifled ; fcarce  an  hour  in  the  day  elapfed,  in  which  the  bifliop  was  not 
importuned  to  lay  fome  lamentation  before  the  commandant,  or  to  fend  out 
fome  guard  for  proteftion. 

“ But  if  it  were  doubtful,  whether  arms  might  fafely  be  committed  to  every 
inhabitant  of  Killala,  it  admitted  no  difpute  at  all,  that  the  town  could  not 
exift  without  fome  form  of  civil  government.  Depredators  crouded  in 
hourly  from  the  country,  to  the  equal  annoyance  and  terror  of  every  body 
that  had  property,  whether  Catholic  or  Proteftant.  The  French,  it  was  faid, 
had  divided  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Caftlebar  into  diftrifts,  appoint- 
ing over  each  a municipal  officer  with  a guard  at  his  command,  properly  armed 
for  the  public  defence ; and  the  fcheine  there  had  the  defired  fuccefs.  A 
proclamation  was  therefore  ilfued  for  eftablifliing  a fimilar  form  through  the 
canton,  over  which  Charoft  prefided.  The  country  was  thrown  into  depart- 
ments ; a inagiflrate,  to  be  elected  by  his  neighbours,  was  to  take  charge  of 
each,  with  the  help  of  a guard  of  fixteen  or  twenty  men ; arms  and  ammu- 
nition were  to  be  diftributed  to  thefe,  under  an  , exprefs.ftipulation,  that  nei- 
ther officers  nor  men  fliould  be  marched  out  of  their  refpe6live  departments, 
nor  employed  againft  their  fov’ereign,  nor  in  any  fervice  except  that  of  keep- 
ing the  peace.  The  town  of  Killala  was  committed  to  the  protection  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  three  bodies,  all  to  be  obfervant  of  the  orders  of 
IMr.  James  Devitt,  the  civil  inagiftrate,  unanimoufly  chofen  by  the  people, 
becaufe  he  was  a fubftantial  tradefman,  a Roman  Catholic,  and  a man  of  fenfe 


* Narrative,  p.  52. 
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and  moderation.  He  had  under  him  two  affiltants,  of  his  own  religion.  The 
benefits  of  this  regulation  were  felt  immediately  in  the  eftablifliment  of  to- 
lerable order  and  quiet,  at  leafl  in  and  about  the  town;  and  without  doubt 
they  would  have  been  felt  to  a greater  extent,  if  the  French  power  had  been 
firmer. 

“ The  example  of  Killala  was  prefently  copied  in  the  other  departments. 
IMagiftrates  were  ele6ted,  always  Roman  Catholics,  but  commonly  of  the  bet- 
ter fort  among  them ; perfons  who  had  no  defire  to  take  arms  againft  the 
Britifh  government.  Some  of  thefe  applied  to  the  bifliop  for  his  opinion, 
whether  they  fhould  incur  the  penalties  of  treafon  by  a6ting  under  a foreign 
power,  merely  for  the  common  fafety,  and  under  the  conditions  Rated  above. 
His  anfwer  was,  that  he  was  no  lawyer;  but  always  having  found  the  law  of 
England  to  be  confonant  to  reafon,  he  would  take  upon  him  to  fay,  there 
could  be  no  law  forbidding  to  do  under  thefe  circumftances  what  was  ab- 
folutely  enjoined  by  the  great  law  of  felf-prefervation.  It  is  reported,  that 
when  the  rebellion  was  over,  feveral  perfons  muttered  againft  this  doc- 
trine : it  might  be  conceded,  they  faid,  to  the  exifting  terror,  but  it  Av^asjiot 
found,  becaufe  it  might  be  employed  as  an  excufe  for  a tame  and  prompt 
fubmiffion  to  any  invaders.  To  fuch  tranquil  declaimers  on  the  merit  of 
cafting  away  life  and  property,  in  preference  to  bowing  the  head  to  a ftorm, 
it  is  obvious  to  reply,  that  had  they  changed  fituations  with  thofe,  who  ac- 
tually felt  the  diftrefs,  it  is  more  than  probable  they  would  have  feen  good 
reafon  to  adopt  the  very  condu6l,  which  in  the  fulnefs  of  fecurity  they 
took  upon  them  to  condemn.  To  fubmit  to  a king,  de  facto,  and  even  to  a6l 
by  a corainiffion  from  fuch  a one,  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  community,  pro- 
vided by  fo  doing  you  do  not  preclude  yourfelf  from  returning  under  the 
government  of  a king  dejiire,  is  a pra6lice  fandioned  by  the  authority  of  our 
mofi:  equitable  law.” 

The  court-martial  began  the  day  after  the  battle,  and  fat  in  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  IMorrifon.  Their  proceedings  at  tirft  appeared  extremely  flow,  confider- 
ing  the  multitudes  they  had  to  try,  not  lefs  than  feventy-five  prifoners  at  Kil- 
lala, and  a Imndrcd  and  ten  at  Ballina,  befides  thofe,  who  might  be  brought 
in  daily.  The  two  firft  perfons  tried  at  this  tribunal  were  General  Bellew 
and  ]Mr.  Richard  Dourke.  The  trial  of  thefe  two  criminals  was  fliort.  They 
were  found  guilty  on  IMonday  evening,  and  hanged  the  next  morning  in  the 
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park  behind  the  caftle.  Contemptible  for  drunkennefs  and  vulgar  manners, 
they  fell  without  exciting  a fentiment  of  coinpaffion. 

Roger  Macguire  was  found  guilty  but  remanded  to  prifon,  and  after  a long 
confinement,  he  was  tranfinitted  to  Caftlebar,  where  at  laft  he  received  fen- 
tence  to  be  tranfported  to  Botany  Bay.  His  father,  the  brewer,  was  hanged; 
fome  others  were  executed. 

Thus  ended  the  rebellion,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  the  various  infurgen- 
cies  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1798*  Little  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  offi- 
cial accounts  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  in  the  feveral  engagements 
and  rencountres.  According  to  the  moll  probable  accounts  to  be  had  from 
the  War-Office,  the  number  of  the  army  loft  in  this  rebellion  amounts  in  the 
whole  to  19,700  men;  and  according  to  the  general  government  accounts  of 
the  total  lofs  of  the  rebels,  it  exceeded  50,000.. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

OF  THE  UNION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  WITH  IRELAND. 

Our  remaining  tafk  is  to  trace  the  confequences  and  eifeds  of  this  unfor- 
tunate rebellion,  and  mark  the  progrefs  to  that  great  political  event,  the  in- 
corporate Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  which  foclofely  followed  it.  Whatever 
dilferences  of  opinion  upon  this  fubje6t  may  have  exifted  in  either  kingdom, 
previous  to  the  completion  of  that  work,  there  can  now  but  be  one  difpofition 
and  one  fentiment  of  every  loyal  fubjeft  upon  it:  an  ardent  defire,  coupled 
with  efficient  exertion,  to  render  it  preventative  of  future  evils,  and  accumu- 
lative of  future  bleffings,  improvements,  and  permanent  profperity  to  Ireland 
and  the  whole  Britifli  empire,  now  politically  confolidated  for  thofe  defirable 
ends. 

Fierce  as  was  the  conteft  during  this  unfortunate  warfare,  and  widely  as 
the  mild  and  firm  controul  of  the  law  was  deviated  from,  yet  did  the  wdiole 
tranfadtion  form  a fingular  exception  to  the  adage,  inter  anna  Jilent  leges^ 
The  parliament  continued  to  fit  and  legiflate  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
rebellion.  In  the  months  of  Auguft  and  September  the  examination  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  rebels  Avent  forward  before  the  fecret  committees  of  both  houies, 
and  their  reports,  Avhich  have  been  fo  often  referred  to,  were  then  publifiied. 
It  appears,  that  government  were  anxious,  that  the  reports  of  thefe  committees 
■hould  gain  univerfal  credit  with  the  nation;  and  tlie  more  fo,  as  an  adver- 
tifement  had  appeared  in  fome  of  the  more  popular  prints  cautioning  the 
public  againft  giving  them  credit.*  On  the  6th,  therefore,  of  September, 

U98, 

* Mr.  Arthur  O’Connor  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Caftlereagh  gives  the  following  account  of  this 
mifunderftanding  about  the  publication  of  their  evidence  given  before  the  fecret  committees.  (P.  1 1 .) 
” Purfuant  to  this  agreement,  at  the  inftance  of  government,  Emmett,  M'Nevin,  and  I drew  up 
" a memoir  containing  thirty-fix  pages,  giving  an  account  of  the  origin,  principles,  conduft,  and 
views  of  the  union,  which  we  figned  and  delivered  to  you  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  laft.  On  the  Gth, 
“ Mr.  Cook  came  to  ourprifon,  and  after  acknowledging,  that  the  memoir  w^as  a perfect  perform- 
“ ance  of  our  agreement,  he  told  us  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had  read  it,  but,  as  it  was  a vindication 
“ of  the  union,  and  a condemnation  of  tlie  minifters,  the  government,  and  legiflature  of  Ireland, 

0 I 2 “ he 


804 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


1798,  the  chancellor  made  the  following  further  report  from  the  committee 
of  fecrecy. 

“ My  Lords, 

“ THE  lords  committees  appointed  to  examine  the  mat- 
“ ters  of  the  fealed  up  papers  received  from  the  commons  on  the  twenty- 
“ third  of  July  laft,  and  to  report  the  fame  as  they  fhall  appear  to  them  to 
“ this  houfe;  having  feen  an  advertifement  in  the  public  prints,  figned  Ar- 
“ thur  O'Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  and  William  James  M'Neven,  in 
“ the  following  words:  [‘  Having  read  in  the  different  news  papers  publica- 
‘ tions  pretending  to  be  abftradts  of  the  reports  of  the  fecret  committee  of 
‘ the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  of  our  depofitions  before  the  committees  of 
‘ the  lords  and  Qommons ; we  feel  ourfelves  called  upon  to  affure  the  public, 
‘ that  they  are  grofs  and  to  us  aftonifliing  mifreprefentations,  not  only  un- 
‘ fupported  by,  but  in  many  inftances  directly  contradidlory  to  the  fadts  we 
^ really  ftated  on  tbofe  occafions.  W’^e  further  affure  our  friends,  that  in  no 
‘ inhance  did  the  name  of  any  individual  efcape  from  us;  on  the  contrary, 
‘ we  always  refufed  anfwering  fuch  queftions  as  might  tend  to  implicate 
‘ any  perfon  whatever,  conformably  to  the  agreement  entered  into  by  the 
‘ Rate  prifoners  with  government. 

‘ Arthur  O Connor, 

‘ Thomas  Addis  Emmet, 

‘ William  James  M'Neven.’] 

“ have  thought  it  their  duty  to  examine  the  faid  Arthur  O’Connor,  Thomas 


“ he  could  not  receive  it,  and  therefore  he  wiflied  we  would  alter  it;  we  declared  we  would  not 
“ change  one  letter,  it  was  alt  true,  and  it  w'as  the  truth  we  Rood  pledged  to  deliver.  He  then 
“ afked  us  if  government  fliould  publifh  fuch  parts  only  as  might  fuit  them,  whether  we  would  re- 
“ frain  from  publiftiing  the  memoir  entire;  we  anfwered,  that  having  ftipulated  for  the  liberty  of 
publication,  we  would  ufe  that  right  when,  and  as  we  fh'ould  feel  ourfelves  called  on;  to  which 
“ he  added,  that  if  we  publifhed,  he  would  have  to  hire  perfons  to  anfwer  us,  that  then  he  fuppofed 
" we  would  reply,  by  which  a paper  war  would  be  carried  on  without  end  between  us  and  the  go- 
“ vernment.  Finding  that  we  would  not  fuffer  the  memoir  to  be  garbled,  and  that  the  literary 
“ conteft  between  us  and  thefe  hirelings  was  not  likely  to  turn  out  to  your  credit,  it  was  determined 
“ to  examine  us  before  the  fecret  committees,  whereby  a more  compleat  feleftion  might  be  made 
“ out  of  the  memoir,  and  all  the  objectionable  truths,  with  which  it  was  obferved  it  abounded, 
“ might  be  fopprelTed.  For  the  prefent  I (hall  only  remark  that  of  one  hundred  pages,  to  which 
the  whole  of  the  information  I gave  to  the  government  and  to  the  fecret  committees  amounts, 
only  one  page  has  been  publilhed.” 

(C 


Addis 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


805 


“ Addis  Emmet,  and  William  James  INLNeven,  with  refpedl  to  Rich  adver- 
“ tifement,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  afcertained  whether  they  or  any  of 
“ them  intended  to  contradidt  or  retradt  any  thing,  which  they  had  hereto- 
“ fore  depofed  before  your  committee.  And  your  committee  fubjoin  the 
“ feveral  examinations  on  oath  of  the  faid  Artlmr  O’Connor,  Thomas  Addis 
“ Emmet,  and  William  James  IVLNeven,  this  day  made  and  figned  by  them 
“ refpeftiv'ely  upon  that  fubjedt.”* 

Lord 


* 8 Lords  Journal,  p.  171.  “ Arthur  O’Connor  fworn — Admits  that  the  advertifement  which 

appeared  in  the  Hibernian  Journal,  and  Saunders’s  News  Letter  of  Monday  the  twenty-feventh 
“ of  Auguft  laft,  under  the  fignatures  of  Arthur  O’Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet  and  William 
“ James  M'Neven,  was  publilhed  by  their  authority.  Says  he  does  not  mean  to  contradict  or  re- 
traCl  any  thing  hated  by  him  before  this  committee  or  the  fecret  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
“ mons.  Says  he  has  now  read  the  evidence  given  by  him  before  the  fecret  committee  of  the 
“ Houfe  of  Lords  as  printed  in  the  appendix  to  their  report,  which  he  admits  to  be  accurate,  but 
“ wiflies  to  explain  himfelf  upon  tw'o  points  contained  in  faid  evidence.  Firft,  that  General  Va- 
“ lence  was  not  in  the  moft  diftant  manner  connedled  or  concerned  in  any  negociation  carried  on 
" between  the  Diredlory  of  the  Irifli  Union  and  the  French  Diredory.  Secondly,  that  it  did  not 
“ appear  to  him,  that  there  was  any  connedion  between  the  Irifli  Executive  Diredory  and  any  fo- 
“ ciety  in  Great  Britain ; on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  propofed  to  the  perfon  who  adjufted  the 
" terms  of  the  alliance  between  the  Irifli  Union  and  the  French  Diredory  in  one  thoufand  feven 
“ hundred  and  ninety  fix,  that  an  invafion  of  England  fliould  take  place  at  the  fame  time  that 
" Ireland  was  to  be  invaded,  to  difluade  them  from  w'hich,  the  Irifli  agent  ufed  fuch  arguments  as 
“ he  believes  were  conclufive.  Arthur  O’Connor. 

“ Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  Efquire,  fworn — Admits  that  the  advertifement  which  appeared  in  the 
“■  Hibernian  Journal  and  Saunders’s  News  Letter  of  Monday  the  twenty-feventh  of  Augiaft  laft, 
under  the  fignatures  of  Arthur  O’Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  and  William  James  M'Neven, 
" was  publilhed  by  their  authority.  Says  he  did  not  by  faid  advertifement,  nor  does  he  in  any 
manner  mean  to  contradiCl  or  retraCl  any  thing  ftated  by  him  before  this  committee  or  the  fecret 
“ committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  is  willing  to  authenticate  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
“ which  he  gave  on  thofe  occafions  in  any  manner  tliat  may  be  thought  fit.  Declares  that  the  faid 
“ advertifement  alluded  folely  to  mifreprefentation  in  the  news  papers.  Says,  that  he  has  read  the 
“ evidence  ftated  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as 
having  been  given  by  him  before  that  committee,  and  admits  that  the  evidence  fo  Rated  exprelfed 
“ nothing  but  the  truth,  but  omits  many  reafons  which  he  gave  in  juftification  of  his  own  conducL 
“ and  of  that  of  the  members  of  the  Union  at  large.  Says,  he  does  not  mean  to  contradi6t  any 
“ thing  which  has  been  fo  reported  with  refpedt  to  the  military  organization  of  the  United  Irifli- 
" men  in  this  kingdom,  or  the  nature  or  objedl  of  it,  which  was  after  they  had  defpaired  of  obtain- 
“ ing  a reform  in  parliament  by  peaceable  means,  to  eft'edt  a revolution  by  fubverting  the  monar- 
“ chy,  feparating  this  country  from  Great  Britain,  and  erecting  fuch  government  in  Ireland  as 

‘ “ might 
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Lord  Cormvallis,  whore  magnanimity  and  liberality  put  the  extortionei"S  of 
the  old  fyftem  of  rigor  and  coercion  to  the  bliilh  and  deliance,  took  every 
opportunity  to  convince  the  nation,  that  a real  change  of  fyftem  w^as  adopted 
by  the  government;  and  fortunately  for  Ireland,  the  affections  of  numbers 
wTi'e  reclaimed  by  a fyftem  of  moderation  and  firmnefs,  which  had  been 
eftranged  by  that  of  uncontrouled  feverity  and  coercion.  As  early  as  on  the 
llth  of  September  his  Excellency  Lord  Cornw'allis,  wlfliing  to  prevent  the 
delufion  and  confequent  deftru6lion  of  the  multitude,  publiflied  a proclama- 
tion* to  induce  them  to  fubmit.  Although  it  did  not  at  the  moment  anfwer 

fully 


“ miglit  be  chofen  by  tbe  people.  Says,  he  does  not  mean  to  contradidt  the  details  given  in  the 
“ faid  reports,  of  the  correfpondence  and  connedtion  of  the  Irilli  Union  with  the  government  of 
“ France,  as  far  as  he  has  any  knowledge  thereof,  and  which  details  he  fofar  admits  to  be  accurate. 

“ Thomas  Addis  Emmet. 

“ Dodlor  William  James  M'Xeven,  fworn — Admits  that  the  advertifement  which  appeared  in 
the  Hibernian  Journal  and  Saunders’s  News  Letter  of  Monday  the  twenty-feventh  of  Auguft 
“ latl,  under  the  lignatures  of  Arthur  O’Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  and  William  James 
“ M'Neven,  was  publithed  by  their  authority.  Says,  he  does  not  mean  to  contradidt  or  retradt 
any  thing  fiated  by  him  before  this  committee  or  the  fecret  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
“ The  advertifement  alluded  folely  to  the  mifreprefentations  of  the  news  papers  which  are  not 
**  fupported  by  the  report  of  either  houfe  of  parliament.  Says,  he  does  not  mean  to  contradidt  any 
“ thing  which  has  been  fo  reported  with  refpedt  to  the  military  organization  of  the  United  Irifli- 
“ men  in  this  kingdom,  or  the  nature  or  objedt  of  it,  which  was  to  effedt  a revolution  by  fubvert- 
“ ing  the  monarchy,  feparating  this  country  from  Great  Britain,  and  eredling  a republican  govern- 
“ ment  in  Ireland.  Says,  he  does  not  mean  to  contradidt  the  details  given  in  the  faid  reports  of 
“ the  correfpondence  and  connedtion  of  the  Irifh  Revolutionary  Union  with  the  government  of 
France,  which  details  he  admits  to  be  accurate.  William  James  M'Neven.” 


CORNWALLIS. 


* A PROCLAMATION. 


“ WHEREAS,  it  appears  that  during  the  late  invalion,  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
“ the  county  of  Mayo,  and  counties  adjacent,  did  join  the  French  forces,  and  did  receive  from  them 
“ arms  and  ammunition;  and  whereas  it  may  be  expedient  to  admit  fuch  perfons  to  mercy  who 
“ may  have  been  infiigated  thereto  by  defigning  men,  we  do  hereby  prornife  his  majefty’s  pardon 
“ to  any  perfon  who  has  joined  the  enemy  provided  he  furrenders  himfelf  to  any  of  his  majefly’s 
" juftices  of  the  peace,  or  any  of  his  majefty’s  officers,  and  delivers  up  a French  firelock  and  bayo- 
“ net,  and  all  the  ammunition  in  his  poffeffion ; and  provided  he  has  not  ferved  in  any  higher  ca- 
“ pacity  than  that  of  private  : 

“ This  proclamation  to  be  in  force  for  thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof. 

“ Given  at  his  majefty’s  caftle  of  Dublin,  this  1 Ith  day  of  September,  1798.  By  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant’s  command. 

“ CASTLEREAGH.” 
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fully  the  defired  effecl,  yet  was  it  not  followed  up  by  harllinefs  or  cruelty  to 
inflame  the  exifting  or  to  provoke  a new  infurgency. 

On 

On  the  debate  on  the  attainder  bill  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  Mr.  Ogle  alarmed  at  the  fyllem  of  hu- 
manity fo  little  congenial  with  his  own  feelings,  which  the  policy,  wifdom,  and  philanthropy  of  the 
chief  governor  had  then  began,  thus  fpoke.  Great  a traitor  as  he  acknowledged  Lord  Edward 
“ Fitzgerald  to  have  been,  there  were  others,  not  only  equalling,  but  exceeding  him  in  criminality, 
“ as  having  gone  to  the  extent  of  adting  upon  what  he  had  only  planned.  What,  he  would  alk, 
“ was  to  be  done  with  thefe?  Were  they  to  be  fuffered  to  contemplate  in  fecurity  and  without 
punifhment  the  evils  which  they  had  brought  on  the  country  ? Were  they  to  have  liberty  of 
“ tranfporting  themfelves  and  property  to  other  and  happier  countries,  blefled  in  their  efcape  from 
” a land  which  they  had  made  miferable?  And  were  they  to  have  to  boaft,  amidft  the  enjoyments 
of  another  clime,  and  undiminithed  fortune,  the  horrors  under  which  they  had  reduced  their 
country.  What  was  the  lituation  of  that  once  flourilhing  county,  that  of  Wexford?  What  in  it 
was  the  fituation  of  the  brave  yeomanry,  whofe  loyalty  and  courage  were  exerted  in  defence  of 
" their  king  and  country,  and  who  in  the  conteft  had  loft  every  particle  of  their  property,  what  was 
“ their  condition  ? They  were  adually  afraid  to  return  to  their  homes  amidft  prote6led  rebels,  who, 
“ by  a letter  received  fince  he  came  into  the  houfe  he  learned  to  be  ftill  committing  murders  on  the 
“ loyal  inhabitants.” 

Of  this  patricide  clamor  for  fpilling  Irifli  blood  by  thofe,  who  had  once  fatally  fucceeded  in  ex- 
torting that  ferocious  and  mifchievous  fyftem,  now  checked  and  reprobated  by  Englilh  benevolence 
and  wifdom,  Mr.  Grattan  exprefled  his  fentiments  in  a letter  he  wrote  from  Twickenham  on  the 
pth  of  November,  1708,  to  the  guild  of  merchants,  corporatiori  of  Dublin,  and  fellows  of  Trinity 
college,  concerning  their  attacks  upon  his  character  and  conduct.  Having  addrefted  each  rank 
feparately,  he  thus  concluded  to  tlie  doctors.  “ 1 alfure  them,  I am  not  their  enemy,  though  they 
“ may  be  mine.  But,”  continues  he,  “ that  is  not  the  cafe  with  another  defeription  of  men,  witli 
" whom  I ftiould  be  afliamed  to  difeourfe  in  the  lame  tone  of  temper  and  moderation  ■,  I mean  that 
“ Irilh  faction,  which  is  the  fecret  mover  of  all  this  calumny  and  all  this  injuftice;  they  ftand  at  the 
“ head  of  a bloody  combination  j I look  on  them  as  the  caufe  of  the  evil  that  has  of  late  fallen  on 
“ their  country,  I proteft  I do  not  know  a faction  which,  confidering  the  very  fmall  meafure  of 
" their  credit  and  ability,  has  done  fo  much  mifehief  to  their  king  and  country.  They  oppol'ed  the 
“ reftoration  of  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  j they  afterwards  endeavoured  to  betray  and  undermine 
“ it  3 they  introduced  a fyftem  of  corruption  unknown  in  the  annals  of  parliament : they  then  pro- 
claimed  that  corruption  fo  loudly,  fo  fcandaloufly,  and  fo  broadly,  that  one  of  them  was  obliged 
“ to  deny  in  one  houfe  the  notorious  expreftions  he  had  ufed  in  another.  They  accompanied  thefe 
“ offences  by  abominable  petulance  of  invective  uttered  from  time  to  time  againft  the  great  body  tf 
“ the  people,  and  having  by  fuch  proceedings  and  fuch  difeourfe  loft  their  affection,  they  reforted 
to  a fyftem  of  coercion  to  fupport  a fyftem  of  torture  attendant  on  a confpiracy  of  which  their 
“ crimes  was  the  caufe.  And  now  their  country  difplays  a molt  extraordinary  conteft,  where  an 
“ Englilhman  at  the  head  of  its  government  ftruggles  to  fpare  the  Irilh  people,  and  an  Irifli  faction 
prefles  to  flied  their  blood.  I repeat  it,  I do  not  know  a faction  more  dangerous,  more  malig- 
“ nant,  or  more  fanguinary. 
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On  the  6th  of  06lober  the  parliament  was  prorogued  in  the  ufual  form,  and 
Ins  excellency  delivered  a very  interefting  fpeech  fron  the  throne.*  About 

the 

I am  ready  to  enter  into  detail  of  all  this : enough  at  prefent  to  fay,  that  I have  been  forced  to 
write  thus  much,  becaufe  I have  no  opportunity  of  vindication  but  the  prefs,  and  no  prefs  but 
” that  of  England.  [This  letter  appeared  in  the  Courier.] 

''  I lliall  conclude  by  affuring  that  faction,  that  I am  apprifed  of  their  enmity,  and  lhall  go  out  to 
“ meet  their  hoftility;  hoping,  however,  that  they  may  not  be  judges,  or  their  blood-hounds  my 
jury.  At  all  events,  if  fuch  a faction  be  permitted  to  dominate  in  Ireland,  I had  rather  fuffer  by 
its  injufticethan  live  under  its  oppreffion.” 

* “ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,. 

“ I HAVE  the  fatisfaftion  of  acquainting  you  that  I have  received  the  king’s 
commands  to  releafe  you  from  your  long  and  fatiguing  attendance  in  parliament,  and  am  ordered 
to  thank  you  in  his  majefty’s  name,  for  the  unlhaken  firmnefs  and  magnanimity  with  which  you 
have  met  the  moft  trying  difficulties,  and  with  which  the  meafures  have  been  planned  which  you 
have  adopted  for  the  prefervation  of  the  country, 

I offer  you  my  mod:  fincere  congratulations  on  the  glorious  viftory  which  has  been  obtained  by 
“ his  majefty’s  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelfon  over  the  French  fleet  in  the 
” Mediterranean,  which  not  only  reflects  the  higheft  honor  on  the  officers  and  feamen,  by  whom  it 
has  been  achieved,  but  affords  a profpedt  of  tlie  moft  beneficial  confequences  to  the  future  interefts 
of  the  Britifli  empire.” 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I AM  commanded  to  convey  to  you  his  majefty’s  particular  thanks  for  the 
fupplies,  which  you  have  fo  liberally  granted,  and  by  which  you  have  manifefted  both  the  extent 
“ of  the  refources  which  this  kingdom  poifeffes,  and  thefpirit  with  which  they  are  employed  by  the 
" commons  of  Ireland  for  the  advantage  of  the  ftate. 

“ His  majefty  laments  the  neceffity,  which  calls  for  the  impofition  of  frefli  burdens  on  his  majefty’s 
“ fubje6ts,  but  he  trufts  that  they  will  fee  how  much  their  prefent  fafety  and  their  future  happinefs 
depend  on  their  exertions  in  the  arduous  conteft  in  which  they  are  engaged ; and  he  affures  his 
“ faithful  commons  that  the  aids  which  they  have  afforded  fliall  be  carefully  applied  to  the  great 
obje£t  of  maintaining  the  honor  and  promoting  the  interefts  of  their  country.” 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  circumfiances  which  have  taken  place  fince  its  commencement  muft 
“ render  this  feffion  ever  memorable. 

“ The  fouleft  and  darkeft  confpiracy  was  formed  and  long  carried  on  by  the  implacable  enemy  of 
“ thefe  realms  for  the  total  extintStion  of  the  conftitution,  and  for  the  reparation  of  his  majefty’s 
“ kingdom  of  Ireland  from  Great  Britain.  By  the  intermitting  vigilance  of  my  predeceffor  in  this 
“ government  the  treafon  has  been  detected ; the  apprehenfion  of  the  principal  confpirators,  and 
” the  falutary  meafures  wifely  adopted,  checked  its  progrefs,  and  through  your  fagacious  diligence 
“ it  has  been  developed  in  all  its  parts,  and  traced  to  all  its  fources. 

“ A dangerous  and  wicked  rebellion,  the  confequence  of  that  confpiracy,  has  been  in  a great 

” meafure 
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the  fame  time  a circumftance  occurred  of  fingular  notoriety  and  importance 
to  the  welfare  of  Ireland.  The  Earl  of  Enniikillen,  who  ranked  as  a colonel 
in  the  army,  had  ever  been  prominently  zealous  for  thefyftem  of  coercion  and 

raeafure  fubdued,  and  the  attempt  of  our  inveterate  enemy  to  rekindle  the  flame  of  civil  difcord, 
by  fending  a force  into  this  country,  has  terminated  in  defeat. 

“ Religion,  that  greateft  comfort  and  fupport  of  mankind,  has  been  moft  wickedly  perverted  to 
the  purpofe  of  inflaming  the  worft  of  palTions,  and  the  vileft  arts  have  been  ufed  to  perfuade  the 
ignorant  and  unwary,  that  in  a reign,  which  has  been  marked  by  a feries  of  indulgencies  to  all  fedls 
of  Chriftians,  it  is  the  intention  of  his  majefty’s  government  to  opprefs,  and  even  to  extirpate 
that  defcription  of  his  majefty’s  fubjedts  who  have  received  repeated  and  recent  marks  of  his 
“ favor  and  protedlion. 

“ The  Catholics  of  Ireland  cannot  but  have  obferved  what  has  been  the  condudt  of  thofe,  who 
alFecl:  fo  be  their  friends,  towards  the  rights  and  the  charadters  which  they  venerate,  and  under 
whofe  aufpices  the  perfecuted  paftors  of  their  church  have  found  an  afylum. 

“ Among  a number  of  offenders  Ibme  moft  adtive  charadlers  have  neceflTarily  been  feledled  as 
objedts  of  public  juftice,  but  in  every  period  of  this  dangerous  confpiracy  the  lenity  of  government 
and  of  parliament  has  been  confpicuous,  and  a general  adt  of  pardon  recently  iflTued  from  the 
royal  mercy  for  tlie  purpofe  of  affording  fecurity  to  the  repentant,  and  encouraging  the  deluded 
to  return  to  their  duty.  ' 

The  vigor  and  power  of  his  majefty’s  arms,  the  loyalty,  fpirit  and  adlivity  of  his  regular,  mi- 
litia  and  yeomanry  forces,  together  with  the  prompt  and  cordial  alliftance  of  the  militia  and  fenci- 
bles  of  Great  Britain,  have  abundantly  proved  how  vain  every  attempt  muft  be,  either  by  treachery 
within  or  by  force  from  abroad,  to  undermine  or  to  overturn  our  civil  and  religious  eftablifli- 
ments. 

‘‘  From  the  dangers  which  have  furrounded  you,  and  which  you  have  overcome,  you  muft  be 
fenfible  that  your  fecurity  can  only  be  preferved  by  perfevering  vigilance  and  encreafing  energy. 
“ You  w'ill  not  fulfer  your  efforts  to  relax,  and  you  may  be  allured  of  my  zealous  endeavours  to 
fecond  your  exertions.  Our  hopes  and  our  objedts  are  the  fame,  that  the  deluded  may  fee  their 
error,  and  the  difaffedted  be  reclaimed  ■,  but  if  an  endeavour  lhall  be  m:^de  to  abufe  the  royal 
“ mercy,  and  to  form  frelh  confpiracies  in  tlie  profpedt  of  impunity,  offended  juftice  will  then  be 
compelled  to  extend  to  tlie  obdurate  criminal  the  full  meafure  of  his  punilhment. 

“ Amidft  your  meafures,  either  of  power,  of  juftice,  or  of  clemency,  you  have  not  forgotten  to 
afford  confolation  and  encouragement  to  the  loyal.  The  means  which  were  adopted  for  their 
temporary  relief,  and  the  plan  which  has  been  adopted  for  the  further  remuneration  of  their  Ioffes, 
“ are  highly  honorable  to  your  feelings,  and  muft,  in  every  loyal  breaft,  excite  emotions  of  love  and 
“ gratitude  to  his  country. 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  kingdom,  I have  received  the  moft  flattering  affurances  of  your  regard 
and  approbation,  which  command  my  warmeft  acknowledgements  j and  whilft  I feel  myfelf  tjius 
“ encouraged  and  fupported,  and  refledl  on  the  loyalty  which  is  fo  generally  difplayed,  and  on  the 
force  entrufted  to  my  diredlion,  I cannot  allow  myfelf  to  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  united  en- 
“ deavours  for  the  welfare  of  this  country.” 

\ Oh.  Hv  5 K fcverity. 
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feverity.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  few  of  his  colleagues,  allbciates,  and  co- 
operators  in  thofe  meafures  fupported  them  by  the  fame  infamous  injuftice  and 
profligacy  he  notorioufly  did.  It  is  however  to  be  feared,  from  the  common 
caufe,  which  moft  Orangemen  made  with  this  nobleman’s  difgrace  and 
punilhment,  that  the  fympathy  of  that  aflTociation  with  the  noble  lord’s  difpo- 
fition  and  condu6l  was  lamentably  too  general.  Difliked  at  firft,  the  benevo- 
lent, magnanimous  and  juft  Cornwallis  became  henceforward  execrated  by 
the  Orangemen ; and  they  attempted  to  vilify  that  illuftrious  charader  by  the 
opprobrious  appellation  of  Croppy  Corny.  On  the  1 3 th  of  Odtober  a court' 
martial,*  of  which  the  Earl  of  Ennilkillen  was  the  prefident,  proceeded  to  the 
trial  of  Hugh  Wollaghan,  of  JMiddlewood,  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  yeo- 
man, charged  with  having,  on  the  ift  of  Oblober,  inftant,  come  to  the  houfe 
of  Thomas  Dogherty,  and  then  and  there  fhooting  and  killing  the  faid  Thomas 
Dogherty,  to  which  he  was  encouraged  by  Charles  Fox  and  James  Fox,  of 
the  aforefaid  county,  yeomen ; and  the  faid  James  Fox  was  likewife  charged 
with  having  difeharged  a loaded  gun  at  JMargaret  Barry  of  Delgany,  on  the 
ift  06tober,  inftant. 

Theprifoner  being  duly  arraigned,  pleaded  not  guilty.  It  appeared  in  evi- 
dence from  the  teftimony  of  iMary  Dogherty,  of  Delgany,  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  that  the  prifoner  came  into  her  houfe  at  Delgany,  and  demanded 
if  there  were  any  bloody  rebels  there — that  on  deponent’s  anfwering  there  was 
not;  only  a fick  boy;  the  prifoner  Wollaghan  alked  the  boy  if  he  were 
Dogherty ’s  eldeft  fon;  upon  Avhich  the  boy  ftood  up  and  told  him  he  Avas; 
Wollaghan  then  faid,  well,  you  dog,  if  you  are,  you  are  to  die  here ; that  the 
boy  replied,  I hope  not;  if  you  have  any  thing  againft  me,  bring  me  to 
Mr.  Latouche,  and  give  me  a fair  trial,  and  if  you  get  any  thing  againft  me, 
give  me  the  feverity  of  the  law;  that  AV'ollaghan  replied,  no  dog,  I don’t 
care  for  Latouche,  you  are  to  die  here  ; upon  which  deponent  faid  to  Wolla- 
ghan, (he  then  having  the  gun  cocked  in  his  hand)  for  the  love  of  God,  fpare 
my  child’s  life  and  take  mine;  that  Wollaghan  replied,  no,  you  bloody  whore, 
if  I had  your  hufband  here,  I would  give  him  the  fame  death.  He  then 
fnapped  the  gun,  but  it  did  not  go  oft‘;  he  fnapped  a fecond  time,  but  it 

* This  court  martial  was  holden  in  the  barracks,  at  Dublin,  by  order  of  Lieutenant  General  Craig. 
Befide  the  prefident  it  confifted  of 

Major  Brown,  R.  I.  D.  Captain  Irwin,  Fermanagh. 

Captain  Onge,  ditto  Captain  Carter,  R.  I.  D. 

, Captain  Leflie,  Fermanagh.  Lieutenant  Summers,  68th. 
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did  not  go  off;  upon  which  a man  of  the  name  of  Charles  Fox,  but  not 
either  of  tlie  two  prifoners  at  the  bar,  came  in  and  faid,  damn  your  gun, 
there  is  no  good  in  it;  and  that  the  faid  Fox  faid,  at  the  fame  time  to  Wol- 
laghan,  that  the  man  (pointing  to  deponent’s  fon,)  muft  be  fliot;  that 
deponent  then  got  hold  of  Wollaghan’s  gun,  and  endeavoured  to  turn  it  from 
her  fon,  upon  which  the  gun  went  off,  grazed  her  foil’s  body,  and  fliot  him 
in  the  arm — the  boy  ftaggered,  leaned  on  a form — turned  up  his  eyes,  and 
faid,  mother,  pray  for  me ! That  on  Wollaghan’s  firing  the  gun,  he  went 
out  at  the  door,  and  in  a fiiort  time  returned  in  again,  and  faid,  is  not  the  dog 
dead  yet  ? that  deponent  replied,  oh ! yes,  Sir,  he  is  dead  enough !’  upon  which 
Wollaghan  replied  (firing  at  him  again)  for  fear  he  be  not  let  him  take  this ; de- 
ponent was  at  that  infiant  holding  up  her  fon’s  head,  when  he  fell,  and  died ! 

No  attempt  ivas  made  to  contradi6t  any  part  of  this  evidence,  but  a jufti- 
fication  of  the  horrid  murder  was  fet  up,  as  having  been  done  under  the  order 
of  the  commanding  officer,  and  this  was  fworn  to  by  George  Kennedy,  Cor- 
poral of  the  IMount  Kennedy  Yeomen,  who  depofed  that  Captain  Armftrong 
of  the  King’s  County  Militia,  who  commanded  at  Mount  Kennedy  before  and 
after  Dogherty  was  ffiot,  in  confequence  of  the  enormities  and  murders  com- 
mitted in  that  neighbourhood  by  day  and  by  night,  gave  general  orders, 
that  any  body  of  yeomanry  going  out,  (he  would  wifli  them  not  lefs  than  nine 
or  ten  for  their  own  fafety,)  and,  if  they  fiiould  meet  with  any  rebels,  whom 
they  knew  or  fufpe6ted  to  be  fuch,  that  they  need  not  be  at  the  trouble  of 
bringing  them  in,  but  to  ffioot  them  on  the  fpot ; that  he,  the  witnefs,  com- 
municated this  to  the  corps,  and  is  very  certain  in  the  hearing  of  the  prifoner 
Wollaghan,  who  was  a fober,  faithful,  and  loyal  yeoman,  and  not  degrading 
the  reft  of  the  corps,  one  of  the  beft  in  it.  That  it  was  the  practice  of  the 
corps  to  go  out  upon  fcouring  parties,*  without  orders,  to  protetil  their  own 
property,  and  that  of  their  neighbours  : and  that  he  always  looked  upon  it  as 
an  order,  and  practice  of  the  corps,  particularly  after  what  Captain  Armftrong 
had  mentioned,  and,  that  the  witnefs  ivould  himfelf  from  his  character  and  the 

* Thefe  fcouring  parties  under  orders  were  fo  much  matters  of  courfe,  that  it  appears  from  tlie 
teftimony  of  thefe  officers,  they  were  confidered  as  a£ts  of  military  duty ; nay,  fo  brutalized  were 
many  of  thefe  corps,  that  they  fpoke  of  them  as  a diverfion,  which  they  called  partridge  lliooting  and 
grouzing:  they  hunted,  not  unfrequently,  the  brakes,  hedges,  ditches,  and  woods  with  dogs  to 
fpring  any  unfortunate  peafant,  that  might  have  concealed  himfelf  from  the  fury  of  thefe  blood 
hunters,  whom  they  inftantly  ffiot  upon  his  appearance. 
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orders  lie  had  received  have  thought  hinifelf  juftified  in  diooting  the  de- 
ceated. 

This  evidence  in  jiiftification  was  confirmed  by  one  private,  one  ferjeant, 
and  two  lieutenants  of  yeomanry.  Captain  Arclier  of  the  Newtown  IMoiint 
Kennedy  Yeomen,  fwore,  that  he  had  always  found  him  a fober  and  diligent 
man;  and  fmce  his  being  a yeoman,  ready  to  obey  his  officers,  and  looked 
upon  him  to  be  an  acquilition  to  his  corps.  Captain  Gore  depofed,  that  he 
had  known  the  prifoner  about  four  months,  and  that  he  was  one  of  the  bdl 
attendants  on  his  duty  as  a yeoman,  and  that  lie  knew  him  to  be  a loyal  and 
brave  foldier,  and  never  knew  him  to  be  guilty  of  any  a6l  of  inhumanity : that 
it  was  the  pradice  of  the  corps  to  fcour  the  country  with  an  officer,  and  verily 
believed  they  underftood  it  was  their  duty  to  flioot  any  rebel  they  met  with, 
or  fufpeded  to  be  fiich ; and  deponent  had  heard,  that  other  corps  had  fi'milar 
diredions  in  other  diftrids.  Here  the  defence  clofed,  and  the  court  after 
fome  deliberation  acquitted  the  prifoner.  When  the  minutes  of  this  court 
martial  in  the  ufual  way  were  laid  before  the  lord  lieutenant,  his  excellency 
was  pleafed  to  difapprove  of  the  fentence,  and  conveyed  his  fentiments  in  the 
following  letter  to  General  Craig. 

“ Sir,  “ Dublin  Cajile,  \Qth  October,  1798. 

“ HAVING  laid  before  the  lord  lieutenant  the  pro- 
“ ceedings  of  a general  court  martial,  held  by  your  orders  in  Dublin  Barracks, 
“ on  Saturday  the  13th  inftant,  of  which  Colonel  the  Earl  of  Ennifkillen  is 
“ prefident,  I am  direfted  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  excellency  entirely  dif- 
“ approves  of  the  fentence  of  the  above  court  martial,  acquitting  Hugh  Wol- 
“ laghan  of  a cruel  and  deliberate  murder,  of  which,  by  the  cleareft  evidence, 
“ he  appears  to  have  been  guilty. 

“ Lord  Cornwallis  orders  the  court  martial  to  be  immediately  diffolved, — 
“ and  directs,  that  Hugh  Wollaghan  ffiall  be  difmiffed  from  the  corps  of  yeo- 
“ manry  in  which  he  ferved,  and  that  he  iliall  not  be  received  into  any  other 
“ corps  of  yeomanry  in  this  kingdom. 

“ His  excellency  further  defires,  that  the  above  may  be  read  to  the  pre- 

fident  and  the  members  of  the  court  martial  in  open  court. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your  moft  obedient  humble  fer van t, 
“ H.  Taylor,  Sec. 


Lieut.  Gen.  Craig,  <§’c.  ^x. 
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P.  S.  I am  alfo  clire6led,  that  a new  court  martial  may  be  immediately 
“ convened  for  the  trial  of  fuch  prifoners  as  may  be  brought  before  them? 
“ and  that  none  of  the  officers  who  fat  upon  Hugh  Wollaghan  be  admitted 
“ as  members.” 

As  Mr.  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone  may  be  properly  called  the  founder  of  the 
Iri/h  Union,  which  ended  in  the  late  bloody  rebellion,  it  will  be  proper  to 
tliew  the  lamentable  vi6tim  he  himfelf  became  to  his  own  treafonable  projefts. 
He  was  more  than  any  other  of  the  traitors  in  that  caufe,  intimately  con- 
vinced, that  the  feparation  of  Ireland  from  all  connexion  with  Great  Britain 
was  elfential  to  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  his  country.  After  he  had  fled 
from  the  arm  of  juftice  in  the  year  1795,  he  was  of  all  the  Irilli  fugitives 
the  moft  favored  and  attended  to  by  the  government  of  the  French  Republic. 
He  obtained  a commiffion  in  their  army,  was  taken  prifoner  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1793,  and  was  brought  up  to  trial  by  a court  martial  on  Saturday 
the  10th  of  November.  He  appeared  in  court  in  his  French  uniform,  and 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  crime  of  which  he  ftood  charged ; alleging,  that  what 
he  had  once  done,  he  Ihould  be  afliamed  to  deny.  He  had,  though  unfuccefs- 
fully,  attempted  to  do  for  his  country,  what  W’afliington  had  fucceeded  in, 
what  Kofciufko  had  failed  in,  and  unlike  them  both  he  had  forfeited  his  life : 
but  a man  engaged  in  fuch  purfuits,  fliould  ever  be  ready  to  make  that  fa- 
crifice.  He  in  vain  pleaded  his  French  commiffion.  With  much  difficulty 
he  obtained  leave  of  the  court  to  read  a paper,  which  in  fome  paffages  was  of 
' fuch  a tendency,  that  the  court  could  not  liften  to  it.  Thefe  objeclionable  paf- 
fages he  confented  to  cancel,  and  gave  in  the  reft.*  He  then  delivered  in 

* This  paper  concludes  in' thefe  words.  “ I conceive  that  I hand  here  in  the  fame  light  with  our 
“ emigres,  and  if  the  indulgence  lay  within  the  power  of  the  court,  I would  only  requeft  what 
French  magnanimity  allowed  to  Charette  and  to  the  Count  de  Sombreuil;  the  death  of  a foldier, 
''  and  to  be  lliot  by  files  of  grenadiers.  This  is  the  only  favor  I have  to  afk,  and  I truft,  that  men 
“ fufceptible  of  the  nice  feelings  of  a foldier’s  honor,  will  not  refufe  the  requeft.  It  is  not  from 
''  any  perfonal  feeling  that  1 make  this  requeft,  but  from  a refped  to  the  uniform  which  I wear, , 
" and  to  the  brave  army  in  which  I have  fought.  From  papers  which  I yefterday  delivered  to  the 
“ brigade  major,  it  will  be  feen,  that  I am  as  regularly  breveted  an  officer  in  the  French  fcrvice, 
“ as  any  here  is  in  the  Britilh  army,  and  it  will  be  feen,  that  I have  not  my  commilfion  as  a pro- 
teftion. 

“ Judge  Advocate.  I wnfti  you  to  be  aware,  that  your  acceptance  of  a commiffion  in  the  French 
“ fervice  amounts  to  pofitive  proof  of  the  charge  advanced  againft  you,  but,  from  your  admiflions 
“ already,  I fuppofe  that  by  the  produ6tion  of  thofe  papers,  you  merely  want  to  iliew  that  you 
“ were  an  officer  in  the  French  army, 

“ Prifoner,  Nothing  more.” 
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feveral documents,  which  proved  his  brevet  for  the  rank  of  chef  de  brigade, 
and  a letter  of  fervice,  both  having  the  fignatures  of  the  prefident  of  the 
French  Diredory  and  the  minifter  of  war.  He  repeated  his  defire  to  be  in- 
dulged with  death  in  the  moft  honorable  manner,  and  as  he  had  no  doubt 
of  the  decifion  of  the  court,  he  exprelfed  a wifli  that  a confirmation  of  it  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  might  be  had  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  execution  of  the 
fentence  immediately  follow,  within  an  hour,  if  it  were  pradicable. 

On  Sunday  evening  he  was  informed,  that  his  convidion  and  fentence  were 
confirmed  by  his  excellency  ; but  that  his  requeft,  as  to  the  mode  of  execu- 
tion, could  not  be  complied  with ; that  he  muft  fuffer  the  fame  as  others, 
who  were  taken  in  war  againfl  their  king  and  country ; and  that  the  pecu- 
liar circumftances  of  his  cafe  rendered  it  neceffary  his  execution  fliould  be 
in  the  moft  public  manner ; that  he  muft  be  executed  in  front  of  the  New 
Prifon.  Unable  to  bear  this  agony,  he  took  the  refolution  of  anticipating 
the  execution  by  his  own  hand,  and  when  the  fentinel  went  to  roufe  him  on 
IMonda}’'  morning,  he  found  him  exhaufted,  weltering  in  blood,  with  his  throat 
cut  acrofs,  and  apparently  expiring.  A military  furgeon  was  inflantly  called 
in,  who  pronounced  the  ■wound  not  mortal,  though  extremely  dangerous,  to 
whom  Mr.  Tone  faintly  anfwered,  “ he  was  then  but  a bad  anatomiftd'  In 
the  mean  time  a motion  was  made  in  his  majefty’s  court  of  King’s  Bench, 
then  fitting,  to  arreft  execution,  grounded  on  an  affidavit  fworn  by  the  fa- 
ther of  the  prifoiier,  that  he  had  been  tried,  convicted,  and  fentenced  to 
death,  on  a charge  of  high  treafon,  before  a military  court  of  feven  members, 
fitting  in  the  barrack  of  Dublin,  though  he  did  not  belong,  to  his  majefty’s 
army ; while  his  majefty’s  court  of  King’s  Bench  was  fitting,  before  which 
the  prifoner  might  have  been  tried  in  the  ordinary  way ; Mr.  Curran,  who 
ably  argued  the  point,  moved,  that  an  Habeas  Corpus  do  iffue  forthwith  to 
bring  up  the  prifoner  injianter. 

The  court  immediately  complied,  and  the  officer  who  ferved  the  order  on 
the  provoft  marflial,  returned  with  anfwer,  that  Brigade  ^lajor  Sandys  ftiid 
he  would  comply  with  no  orders  but  thofe  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
garrifon  ; the  court  immediately  direfted  the  ftieriff  to  repair  to  the  barrack, 
take  Major  Sandys  into  cuftody,  and  bring  him  before  the  court.  The  flie- 
riff,  on  his  return,  reported,  that  Major  Saudys  was  not  to  be  found,  that 
he  had  feen  General  Craig,  at  whole  inftance  he  accompanied  the  furgeon  to 
Mr.  Tone,  and  that  the  furgeon  reported,  the  prifoner  could  not  be  removed 
into  court  without  danger  of  inftant  death. 
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The  furgeon  attended,  and  made  affidavit  to  the  fame  effe6t,  and  the  re- 
turn of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  poflponed  for  four  days,  and  the 
court  ordered  tlie  theriff  in  the  mean  time  to  take  the  body  of  Theobald 
Wolfe  Tone  into  his  prote6tion.  In  this  fituation  he  continued  until  Mon- 
day the  19th  of  November,  when  he  died,  having  fuffered  moft  excruciating 
pain  for  eight  days.  Thus  ignominioutly  ended  a man,  whofe  qualities  and 
talents,  if  rightly  dire6led,  would  have  graced  the  nobleft  caufe. 

After  Ireland  had  fuffered  fo  much  from  the  violence  and  cruelty  of  both 
parties  in  that  lamentable  conteft,  Providence  could  fcarcely  have  refervcd 
for  her  a more  healing  bleffing,  than  the  appointment  of  a viceroy,  whofe  mi- 
litary talent  kept  the  rebels  in  awe,  whofe  firmnefs  checked  the  fanguinary 
ferocioufnefs  of  the  terrorifts,  and  Avhofe  benevolence  fecured  the  affections 
of  the  people.  Through  the  confidence  and  influence,  Avhich  thefe  qualities 
commanded  throughout  the  kingdom,  was  that  great  meafu re  of  incorporate 
union  at  lafl  carried  ; yet  in  defiance  of  the  humane,  pacific,  and  conciliating 
exertions  of  that  chief  governor,  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  county  of  Wexford,  the  Orange  affociations  Avere  multiplied, 
and  difunion,  hatred,  and  religious  acrimony  increafed  upon  the  fuppreffion 
of  the  rebellion.*  It  is  unqueftionable,  that  the  continuance  and  extenfioii 

of 

* Having  before  renounced  the  fundtion  of  naufeating  the  reader  by  a minute  fele6lion  of  in- 
ftances  of  cruelty  and  injuftice,  yet  is  it  neceflary  to  fupport  every  general  aflertion  by  forae  one 
piece  of  illuftrative  evidence  at  lead.  In  B.  K.  Mich.  18OO.  Rexr.  White  ^ Goring.  In  this 
term  an  application  Avas  made  to  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  for  an  information  againft  Meffrs. 
White  and  Goring,  two  magiftrates  of  the  county  of  Tipperary.  The  application  was  grounded 
on  an  affidavit  of  Mr.  O.  another  magiftrate  of  the  fame  county,  and  captain  of  a corps  of  yeo- 
manry. His  affidavit  dated  tire  loyalty  and  activity  of  the  faid  magidrate  and  his  corps,  and  that 
they  w'ere  obdru6ted  in  their  endeavours  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  mod  turbulent  part  of  the 
country,  and  to  prevent  a tendency  to  rebellion,  by  thefe  two  gentlemen. 

Exculpatory  affidavits  were  made  by  thefe  two  gentlemen,  to  which  the  court  fo  far  attended  as 
to  refufe  the  information.  Thefe  affidavits  were  fworn  on  the  23d  of  January,  1801  : they  re- 
main of  record  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  contain  among  many  others  the  following  cu- 
rious particulars. 

That  timber  was  cut  and  ffiaped  into  pike  handles  by  the  members  of  faid  corps  of  yeomanry 
and  perfons  employed  by  them,  which  they  afterwards  pretended  to  difcover  in  confequence  of 
fecret  information,  but  really  in  order. to  keep  up  an  appearance  of  didurbance  in  the  country j 
thefe  fads  Avere  brought  to  light  in  confequence  of  the  repentance  and  voluntary  confedion  of  per- 
fons concerned  in  the  confpiracy. 
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of  Orangifin  muft  perpetuate  religious  difference,  rivet  difaffedlion,  and 
Iliarpen  rancor  through  the  nation.  The  fatal  experience,  which  Ireland  had 

had 


It  was  fworn  by  thefe  gentlemen,  that  the  corps  of  yeomanry,  on  whofe  behalf  this  application 
was  made,  confifted  of  the  indigent  tenantry  of  their  captain,  who  paid  a rack  rent  for  lands  holden 
of  him,  and  had  no  other  way  of  difeharging  their  rent,  but  by  tlieir  pay,  which  the  captain  ufually 
received  and  retained  in  difeharge  of  his  rent  due  from  thefe  yeomen  his  tenants  ■,  and  that  they 
were  kept  on  permanent  duty  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  this  permanent  pay.  That  there  was 
no  appearance  of  tumult  or  infurredion  in  the  country,  but  that  thefe  perfons  circulated  falfe  re- 
ports of  the  difturbed  fituation  of  the  country,  in  order  to  anfwer  their  own  purpofes  ; that  perfons 
were  taken  up,  detained  in  prifon,  and  fined  under  the  timber  ad  for  the  concealment  of  thefe 
pilfe  handles,  which  were  afterwards  difeovered  to  have  been  hidden  by  the  procurement  of  the 
perfons,  who  found  them.  It  was  alfo  alTerted  upon  oath  in  the  fame  affidavits,  that  the  magiflrate, 
who  made  the  application,  arrefted  perfons  and  detained  them  in  his  own  houfe,  where  he  and  an- 
other magiftrate,  after  dinner  taking  a glafs  of  wine,  and  pretending  to  hold  a petty  feffions  under  the 
infurredion  ad,  fentenced  the  prifoners  to  tranfportation ; that  thefe  fentences  were  palled,  and 
the  parties  fent  to  New  Geneva,  in  order  to  be  fentout  of  the  country,  without  any  examination  of 
tlie  prifoners,  or  confronting  them  with  their  accufers.  That  when  thefe  prifoners  were  after- 
wards, upon  a reprefentation  made  to  government,  and  in  confequence  of  an  order  from  Lord 
Cornwallis,  remanded  back  for  a more  regular  inveftigation  of  their  cafe,  this  corps  pretending  to 
ad  as  an  efcort,  took  the  prifoners,  out  of  the  route  preferibed,  to  a different  place  from  that  or- 
dered by  the  lord  lieutenant,  where  it  was  more  difficult  for  them  to  undertake  their  juffification. 
The  affidavits  fworn  in  this  cafe  are  very  voluminous,  and  contain  various  infiances  of  the  like 
nature,  tending  to  illuftrate  the  oppreffive  condud  of  country  magiftrates,  and  the  means,  by  which 
raffi  or  interefted  men  irritated  the  people,  and  provoked  a difpofition  to  difturbance,  where  it 
otherwife  would  not  have  exifted. 

The  adual  perpetration  of  particular  fads  of  outrageous  provocation  was  perhaps  the  leall  part  of 
the  evil.  The  impunity,  connivance,  or  countenance  from  the  magiftrates,  and  the  acquittals  of 
the  guilty  by  Orange  Juries  and  Orange  Courts  Martial  {as  in  the  cafe  of  Wollaghan)  in  the  few 
infiances  in  which  the  offenders  have  been  brought  to  trial,  indicate  the  depth  and  malignancy 
of  the  wound,  and  loudly  proclaim  the  neceflity  of  a radical  cure,  ere  the  conftitution  can  recover 
Its  native  vigor  and  energy.  In  the  fpring  affizes  of  1801,  at  Clonmell,  the  cafe  of  Doy/c  v. /Vd- 
gerald  produced  a degree  of  alarming  provocation  throughout  that  part  of  the  country.  The 
plaintiff'  in  this  caufe  was  a refpedable  tradefman  of  Carrick  upon  Suyr,  named  Francis  Doyle.  The 
defendant  was  Mr.  Fitzgerald  (commonly  called  thc^ogg/yigy^fri^')  of  Tipperary,  againft  whom 
a verdidt  of  500/.  had  before  been  found  for  a fimilar  ad  of  brutality.  The  adion  was  brought  for 
damages  for  the  tort  and  injury  done  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  following  manner.  The  plaintiff,  who 
was  a young  man  of  excellent  charader  and  untainted  loyalty,  was  feized  in  the  ftreet  by  the  de- 
fendant in  order  to  be  flagellated.  In  vain  did  he  proteft  his  innocence,  which  was  alfo  fupported 
by  fome  of  the  moft  refpedable  inhabitants  of  the  place.  He  begged  to  have  Captain  Jephfon  fent 
for,  the  commander  of  the  yeomanry,  of  which  he  was  a member  : that  was  refufed.  He  offered 
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liad  of  the  relu6lance  of  its  own  government  and  parliament  to  forward  the 
union  of  affedtion  and  intereft  amidft  Iriflimen  of  all  denominations,  the  long 
continued  convi6lion  of  the  neceffity  of  keeping  up  the  Englilh  or  Protef- 
tant  afcendancy  upon  the  Machiavelian  principle  of  divi/ion,  the  affimilatiou 
of  the  contrary  maxim  to  the  fpirit  of  the  United  Irillimen,  which  now  gav’^e 
plaufibility  to  the  renovation  and  extenfion  to  the  old  fyftem  of  divide  im~ 
pei'a,  and  the  too  fuccefsful  efforts  of  the  terrorifts  to  couple  or  identify  the 
terms  Papi/l,  croppy,  and  rebel  on  one  hand,  and  Protejlant,  loyaliji,  and 
Orangeman  on  the  other,  fuperadded  to  all  the  vindictive  confequences  of  a 
cruel  conqueror,  imperioufly  called  upon  the  Britilh  cabinet  to  attempt  that 
important  meafure  of  incorporate  union,  by  means  of  which  alone  the  Irifli 
nation  could  be  efte6tually,  though  perhaps  not  inftantly,  relieved  from  the 
. tywanny  of  an  Orange  afcendancy.  From  henceforth,  the  great  object  of 
the  iMarquis  Cornw'allis  was  to  fupport,  ftrengthen,  and  perpetuate  the  ne- 
ceifary  plan  of  conciliation,  by  bringing  about  that  great  political  meafure  of 
union  M’ith  Great  Britain. 

A more  ar  duous  undertaking  was  never  attempted,  than  to  bring  this  mea- 
fure to  bear.  Never  was  there  fo  llrong  an  oppofition  of  convi61ion  to  any 
propofal  of  government  in  that  kingdom  ; never  fo  tranfcendent  a neceflity 
for  carrying  it.  The  ferment  of  the  public  mind  operated  in  different  in- 
ffances  both  for  and  againft  its  adoption.  In  fa6t  it  was  a queftion,  which 
admitted  fo  much  found  reafoning  upon  both  fides,  that  muft  at  leaft  de- 
prive each  of  the  advantage  of  charging  their  opponents  with  proftitution 
of  their  convi6tions  to  their  interefts.  In  fome  families  of  the  highell  re- 
fpe^ability,  the  father  and  fon  voted  on  the  oppofite  fides  : and  this  political 
variance  produced  no  domeftic  difference.  It  muft  however  in  truth  be  ad- 
mitted, that  the  nerves  of  feveral  of  the  members  in  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment were  from  the  ftiock  of  the  late  rebellion  fo  much  weakened,  that  they 
unconditionally  furrendercd  the  exercife  of  any  difcretion  upon  the  fubjedl : 


to  go  to  inftant  execution  if  the  leaft  trace  of  guilt  appeared  againft  him  on  enquiry  : that  was  affo 
refufed.  Bail  was  offered  to  any  amount  for  his  appearance  : No,  fays  the  ftieriff ; I know  by  his 
face  that  he  is  a traitor — a Carmelite  fcoundrel.  The  plaintiff  was  tied  to  the  whipping  poft : he 
received  one  hundred  lathes  till  his  ribs  appeared  : he  then  had  his  breeches  let  down,  and  received 
fifty  more  lathes  on  his  pofteriors.  The  young  man’s  innocence  was  afterwards  fully  eftablithed. 
He  applied  to  a court  of  law  for  redrefs : the  aftion  was  tried  at  Clonmell  aftizes ; thefe  fa^s  fully 
proved  : an  Orange  jury  acquitted  the  defendant. 
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many  of  them  too  readily  gave  up  the  prepoffeflions  and  convictions  of  their 
whole  lives  to  the  momentary  lure  of  advantages  holden  out  to  the  fup- 
porters  of  the  meafure;  and  fome,  it  cannot  be  denied,  bafely  fold  what  they 
fincerely  thought  to  be  the  intereft  of  their  country  for  their  private  gain. 
It  mult  alfo  be  remarked,  that  for  the  laft  twenty  years  no  political  chara6ter 
on  either  fide  had  ever  touched  upon  the  queftion  of  union  but  in  terms  of 
marked  reprobation  and  horror.  Were  it  feafible,  it  would  ftill  be  invidious 
and  not  ufeful  to  the  welfare  of  the  United  kingdom,  to  hand  down  to  pof* 
terity  the  particular  motives  and  grounds  of  the  votes  on  the  oppofite  fides. 
Thofe  of  the  leading  charadters  may  be  traced  from  the  foregoing  pages,  or 
their  fpeeches  in  the  debates  upon  the  Union.  The  knowledge  of  filent  votes 
given,  upon  any  unwarrantable  or  corrupt  principle  could  but  produce  con- 
tempt or  difgull  for  certain  individuals,  without  any  efFe6l  either  ufeful  or 
defirable  to  the  nation  at  large. 

Even  before  the  fury  of  rebellion  had  fubfided,  had  the  Britifli  miniftry 
recommended  preparatory  fteps  to  enable  the  Irilli  government  to  introduce 
^ the  propofal  of  a legillative  union  with  plaufibility  and  elfeft  on  the  firft 
favorable  opening.  In  purfuance  of  this  recommendation  a pamphlet  was 
written  or  procured  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Edward  Cook,  the  under  fecretary 
of  the  civil  department.  It  was  publilhed  anonymoufly,  but  was  well  under- 
ftood  to  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the  Britidi  adminiftration,  and  the  chief 
governor,  and  thofe  of  the  Irilli  adininiftration  who  w'ent  with  his  excellency 
upon  the  queftion  of  union.  It  was  circulated  Avith  incredible  induftry 
and  profufion  throughout  every  part  of  the  nation,  and  certainly  Avas  pro- 
dudtive  of  many  conveifations  to  the  queftion,  under  the  then  exifting  cir- 
cumftances  of  that  nation;  the  moft- prominent  of  Avhich  Avere,  the  ftill 
unallaycd  horrors  of  blood  and  carnage,  the  exceftiA’e  cruelty  and  AundidtiA^e 
ferocity  of  the  Irilh  yeomanry  tOAvards  their  countrymen,  compared  Avith 
the  pacific,  orderly,  and  humane  condu6l  of  the  Englilh  militia,  of  Avhich 
about  eighteen  regiments  Avere  then  in  that  country,  and  aboA^e  all,  the 
confidence  Avhich  the  conciliatory  condu61;  of  their  chief  governor  infpired. 
This  ^pamphlet  AA’^as  confidered  as  a kind  of  official  proclamation  of  the 

fentiments 


Mr.  Cooke’s  pamphlet  was  entitled — Arguments  for  and  againjl  an  Union  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  confidered."  It  is  Avritten  with  correftnels  and  moderation  and  as  the 

controverfy 
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fentiments  of  government  upon  the  queftion,  and  had  no  fooner  appeared, 
than  it  produced  a general  warfare  of  the  prefs,  and  threw  the  whole 
nation  into  a new  divifion  of  parties. 

No  fooner  was  the  intention  of  government  unequivocally  known,  than 

controverfy  commenced  from  the  caftle,  it  mufl:  be  allowed  to  have  been  candid  in  government  thus 
to  have  invited  a public  and  unreftrained  inveftigation.  Before  the  end  of  December  1798, 
no  fewer  than  thirty  pamphlets  were  publillied  in  Ireland  upon  this  momentous  queftion,  viz. 

Arguments  for  andagainft  an  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  confidered.”  “ Thoughts 
“ on  an  Union,  by  Jolhua  Spencer,  Efq.”  “ No  Union  ; being  an  Appeal  to  Irilhmen,  by  Ma- 
" thew  Weld,  Efq."  “ A Letter  to  Jothua  Spencer,  Efq.  occafioned  by  his  Thoughts  on  an 
“■  Union,  by  a Barrifter."  “An  Union  neither  neceffary  nor  expedient  for  Ireland;  being  an 
“ Anfwer  to  the  Author  of  ‘ Arguments,  &c.’  by  Charles  Ball,  Efq.”  “ An  Anfwer  to  ‘ Argu- 
‘ ments,  &c.  &c.’  in  a Letter  to  Edward  Cook,  Efq.  Secretary  at  War,  by  Pemberton  Rudd,  Efq." 
“ Second  Letter,  by  Pemberton  Rudd,  Efq.”  “ An  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Ireland,  againft  an 
Union,  by  a friend  to  Ireland.”  “ The  Probability,  Caufes,  and  Confequences  of  an  Union,  by 
Dennis  Taffe.”  “ Reafons  againft  an  Union,  by  an  Irithman.”  “ Obfervations  on  ‘ Argu- 
' ments  for  and  againft  an  Union.”  “ Stri6tures  on  ' Arguments  for  and  againft  an  Union.” 

Firft  Letter  to  a noble  Lord,  on  the  Subjeft  of  the  Union,  by  Giles  S.  Smith,  Efq.”  “ Ceafe 
“ your  Funning,  or  the  Rebel  detefted.”  “ A Letter  addrefled  to  the  Gentlemen  of  England  and 
“ Ireland,  on  the  Expediency  of  a fcederal  Union  between  the  two  Kingdoms,  by  Sir  John  Jervis 
White  Jervis,  Bart.”  “ A Reply  to  ‘ Arguments  for  and  againft  an  Union,’  by  Richard  Jebb, 
“ Efq.”  “ A Report  of  the  Debate  of  the  Iriilr  Bar,  on  Sunday  the  gth  November,  on  the 
“ Subjeft  of  an  Union  of  the  Legiflatures  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  the  Speeches  of 
“ Meffrs.  Saurin,  Spencer,  St.  George  Daly,  Jamefon,  P.  Burrows  Barnes,  T.  Grandy,  John  Beres- 
ford  Loyd,  Drifcoll,  Goold,  W.  Bellew,  Orr,  Stokes,  Geraghty,  McClelland,  Leader,  Plunket, 
'c  Lynch,  F.  Dobbs,  and  Webber.”  Some  Obfervations  on  the  projefted  Union  between  Great 

“ Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  inexpediency  of  agitating  themeafure  at  this  time,  by  J.  H.  C , 

cc  Efq.  Barrifter  at  Law.”  “ A Memoire  on  fome  Queftions  refpefting  the  projefted  Union  of 
'c  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  Theobald  M'Kenna,  Efq.  Barrifter  at  Law.”  “ A Letter  to  his 
“ Excellency  Marquis  Cornwallis,  on  the  propofed  Union;  in  which  his  Excellency’s  political 
“ fituation  is  candidly  difeuffed,  by  an  Irithman.”  “ An  Addrefs  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Irc- 
‘c  land,  upon  the  Subje6t  of  an  Union,  by  an  Old  Friend.”  “ A Letter  to  Theo.  M'Kenna,  Efq. 

on  the  Subject  of  his  Memoire,  by  John  Hamilton,  Efq.”  “ Reply  to  Theo.  M'Kenna,  Efq.  by 
“ Molyneux.”  “ Vaticination,  or  Pue’s  Occurrences  Redivivus.”  “ The  Rights  of  the  Imperial 
“ Crown  of  Ireland  defended,  by  George  Barnes,  Efq.”  “ Reply  to  Arguments  for  and  againft 
“ an  Union,  by  J.  B.  Bethel,  Efq.”  “ Keep  up  your  Spirits,  or  Huzza  for  the  Empire,  being 
“ a fair  argumentative  Defence  of  an  Union,  by  a Citizen  of  the  Ifle  of  Man.”  “ An  Addrefs  to 
“ the  Ele£tors  of  Ireland,  on  the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs.”  “ A Demouflration  of  the  Inevi- 
*'  lability  of  a Legiflative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  involvinga  Refutation  of  every 
“ Argument,  which  has  been,  or  can  be  urged  againft  that  Meafure,  by  a Philofopher.”  “ A Re- 
“ view  of  the  Queftion  of  Union,  as  it  involves  Conftitution  and  Commerce.” 
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Tiioft  of  the  leading  chara6iers  took  their  ranks  according  to  their  refpe6live 
views  and  fentiments,  the  Earl  of  Clare  at  the  head  of  the  Unionifts,  and 
the  Right  Honorable  Mr.  Fofter,  his  late  fanguine  colleague  in  the  extorted 
fyllein  of  coercion  and  terror,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Anti-unionifts. 
Amongft  the  firft  difmiffals  for  oppofing  the  Union  were  thofe  of  Sir  John 
Parnell,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  prime 
ferjeant.  The  mofl  interefting  public  meeting  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  Union 
was  that  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Irilli  bar.  It  has  before  been  obferved, 
that  in  Ireland  the  bar  was  the  great  road  that  led  to  preferment,  and  few 
were  the  families  in  the  nation,  which  looked  up  to  it,  that  did  not  furnifh 
one  gentleman  or  more  to  that  calling.  The  bar  confequently  commanded 
a very  powerful  influence  over  the  public  mind,  even  independently  of  the 
weight  of  refpeftability  attending  the  opinions  of  that  learned  body.  In 
purfuance  of  a requifition  fignified  by  twenty-feven  lawyers  of  the  firft 
refpeftability  and  charafter  of  the  profeffion,  a meeting  of  the  Irifli  bar  took 
place  on  the  Qth  of  December  at  the  Exhibition  houfe  in  William  Street,  to 
deliberate  on  the  queftion  of  a legidative  union.  The  meeting  was  very  nu- 
merous, and  obliged  to  be  adjourned  from  the  courts  to  the  above  place. 

Ambrofe  Smith,  Efq.  father  of  the  bar,  being  called  to  the  chair,  Mr. 
Saurin  opened  the  bufmefs,  and  after  ftating  the  quellion,  as  to  the  meafure 
and  period  of  propofing  it,  when  the  country  was  but  juft  delivered  from 
a rebellion,  the  moft  favage  that  had  ever  fcourged  a country,  moved,  “That 
“ the  meafure  of  a legiflative  union  of  this  kingdom  and  Great  Britain  is  an 
“ innovation,  which  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  and  improper  to  propofe 
“ at  the  prcfent  jun6fure  to  this  country.” 

Mr.  Spencer  (a  gentleman  who  had  taken  a lead  in  oppofing  that  meaftire, 
and  wrote  a pamphlet  on  the  fubjeft)  feconded  the  refolution,  and  fupported 
it  in  a fpeech  of  fome  length. 

Mr.  St.  George  Daly  moved,  that  the  further  confideration  of  that  refolu- 
tion fhould  be  adjourned  for  a month,  and  wasTeconded  by  Mr.  Jamefon. 

On  this  a long,  fpirited,  and  moft  animated  debate  took  place,  Avhich  lafted 
for  many  hours,  in  which  not  only  the  propriety  of  the  adjournment,  but 
the  merits  of  the  queftion,  was  in  many  inftances  ably  difeufled.  The  fup- 
porters  of  the  adjournment,  and  confequently  thofe  who  oppofed  the  refolu- 
tion, moved  by  JMr.  Saurin,  w'ere,  principally,  Mr.  St.  George  Daly,  Mr, 
Jamefon,  Mr.T.  Grady,  IMr.  John  Beresford  (fon  to  the  Archbilhop  ofTuam), 
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Mr.  J.  ^V’.  Stokes,  Mr.  Geraghty,  ]\Ir.  McClelland,  and  Mr.  Webber.  On 
the  other  fide  were  Mr.  Saurin,  IMr.  Spencer,  Mr.  Peter  Burrowes,  Mr.  Barnes, 
Mr,  Lloyd,  Mr.  Drifcoll,  jMr.  Goold,  IMr.  W.  Bellew,  Mr.  Orr,  Mr.  Leader, 
;Mr.  Pliinket,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Francis  Dobbs. 

At  eight  o’clock  a divifion  took  place. 

Ayes  for  the  adjournment  - 32 

Noes  _ _ . 166 

Majority  134 

• On  which  the  following  refolutions  w'ere  put  and  carried. 

At  a moft  numerous  meeting  of  the  Irifh  bar,  convened  by  public  notice, 
on  Sunday  the  gth  of  December  1798?  at  the  courts,  and  from  thence  ad- 
journed to  the  Exhibition  Room,  William  Street.  Ambrofe  Smith,  Efq,  fa- 
ther, in  the  chair. 

Refoked,  “ That  the  meafure  of  a legiflative  union  of  this  kingdom  and 
“ Great  Britain,  is  an  innovation  which  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  and 
“ improper  to  propofe  at  the  prefent  juncture  of  the  country.” 

It  M'as  then  refolved, . That  the  chairman  do  leave  the  chair,  and  that 
William  Saurin,  Efq.  do  take  the  fame. 

Refoked,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  prefen  ted  to  our  worthy 
father,  Ambrofe  Smith,  Efq.  for  his  very  proper  condu6l  in  the  chair. 

Refoked,  That  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  publillied. 

Signed  by  order, 

William  Ridgeway,  Secretary^ 

The  city  of  Dublin,  which,  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  would  be  more  pre- 
judiced by  the  Union  than  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  as  much 
as  it  would  lofe  much  of  the  advantages  of  a metropolis  by  the  abolition 
of  the  parliament,  was  alfo  prominently  forward  in  its  oppofition  to  that 
meafure.  A poft  aflembly  of  the  lord  mayor,  flieriffs,  commons,  and  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  Dublin  ^ras  convened  on  the  17th  of  December;  who 
referring  to  a variety  of  rumours,  that  were  then  in  circulation,  of  an  in- 
tended Union  of  Ireland  with  Great  Britain,  came  to  the  followinp-  refolu- 
tions  ; That  by  the  fpirited  exertions  of  the  people  and  parliament  of  Ireland, 
the  trade  and  conftitution  thereof,  were  fettled  on  principles  fo  liberal,  that 
the  nation  had  rifen  ever  fmee  rapidly  in  wealth  and  confequence.  And, 
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tliat  having  boldly  defended  the  confutation  in  king,  lords  and  commons, 
againft  the  open  and  fecret  abettors  of  rebellion;  they  were  determined 
Readily  to  oppofe  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  to  furrender  the  free  le- 
gillation  of  that  kingdom,  by  uniting  it  with  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain. 

And  on  the  next  day,  at  a very  numerous  and  refpedlable  meeting  of  the 
bankers  and  merchants  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 

Lord  Mayor  in  the  chair. 

The  following  refolutions  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to ; 

“ That  fmce  the  renunciation  of  the  power  of  Great  Britain  in  the  year  of 
“ 1782,  to  legillate  for  Ireland,  the  commerce  and  profperity  of  that  king- 
‘‘  dom  had  eminently  increafed.  That  they  attributed  thefe  blelfmgs  under 
providence,  and  tlie  gracious  favor  of  their  beloved  fovereign,  to  the  wif- 
“ dom  of  the  Irifli  parliament.  That  they  looked  with  abhorrence  on  any 
“ attempt  to  deprive  the  people  of  Ireland  of  their  parliament,  and  thereby 
of  their  conftitutional  right,  and  immediate  power  to  legiflate  for  them- 
“ felves.  That  imprelfed  with  every  fentiment  of  loyalty  to  their  king,  and 
“ affedionate  attachment  to  Britith  connexion,  they  conceived  that,  to 
“ agitate  in  parliament  a queftion  of  the  legiflative  Union  between  that 
kingdom  and  Great  Britain,  would  be  highly  dangerous  and  impolitic.” 
The  public  mind  had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  agitation  which  had  been 
occafioned  by  the  rebellion,  its  predifpofmg  caufes  and  ever  to  be  deplored 
effe6ls.*  The  fever  now  took  a turn  and  raged  with  equal  hercenefs  upon 

the 


* Many  of  the  Orange  party  prefuming  upon  the  countenance  and  fupport  of  government,  which 
in  the  late  admlniftration  they  had  certainly  received,  continued,  particularly  about  Wexford,  to 
keep  up  tlie  old  fyftera  of  terrorifm  with  impunity.  Some  of  the  old  conduftors  of  the  caftle  jour- 
nals had  in  the  true  fpirit  of  their  old  employers  juftified  and  commended  the  condu6l  of  Mr,  Haw- 
trey  White  on  a certain  occalion,  which  produced  the  following  advertifement  from  Mr.  Sparks. 
I refer  to  one  indance  by  way  of  elucidation  of  many  others. 

“ Cafe  of  George  Sparks,  Efq. 

“ ON  Sunday  the  iSth  Januar)"^  inftant,  I left  my  houfe  in  order  to  go  to  ehurch,  and  at  the 
*'  ehurch  met  Captain  Hawtrey  White,  of  the  Ballagheen  corps  and  his  troop,  and  I was  told  by 
Lieutenant  James  White  they  intended  fearching  my  houfe  for  arms  j 1 told  Mr.  White  my  arms 
“ were  there,  and  gave  him  a key  of  a tea-cheft,  where  he  would  get  General  Grofe’s  permiffion 
“ for  keeping  ai'ms,  and  alfo  General  Lake’s  proteftion  for  my  houfe  and  property.  They  proceed- 
edto  my  houfe,  and  having  plundered  it  of  every  thing  portable,  they  burned  my  dwelling  houfe, 
“ outoffices  and  haggard,  and  murdered  my  two  fervant  boys,  who  were  inoffenfive  fpeftators 

“ during 
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the  queftion  of  a legiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain,  as  it  had  upon  that  of 
the  treafonable  affociation  of  United  Iriflimen.  All  means  were  devifed  and 
attempted  by  both  parties  to  gain  profelytes  to  their  refpeftive  opinions,  and 
without  going  the  length  of  fanHioning  the  falfe  maxim,  that  the  end  jnfii- 
Jies  the  means,  it  muft  in  candor  be  admitted,  that  no  political  queftion  Avas 
ever  agitated  Avith  more  fmcerity  of  convi6liou,  as  none  admitted  of  fo  much 
fairnefs  of  argument  on  both  fides.  The  private  reafonings  of  individuals 
in  their  feveral  publications  form  no  part  of  hiftory;  many  of  them  on  both 
fides  befpeak  the  brighteft  talents,  the  moft  cxtenfive  information,  and  ele- 
vated independent  and  conftitutional  fentiments  of  their  authors,  Avho  Avere 
moftly  Irilh.  IMoft  of  the  fubftance  of  thefe  produ6lions  Avill  be  found  to  have 
been  introduced  by  different  fpeakers  into  the  parliamentary  debates  of  both 
kingdoms.  The  ncAvs  journals  from  henceforward  teemed  Avith  effays,  ad- 
drelTes,  proteftations,  puffs,  fquibbs,  cenfures,  and  encomiums  upon  this 
great  political  queftion,  according  to  the  different  fides  Avhich  they  refpec- 
tively  adopted.  Meetings  Av^re  adA’ertifed  of  counties,  baronies,  pariflies, 
and  of  CA^ery  fpecies  of  incorporation;  religious  difcriminations  indeed  were 
not  reforted  to.  Proteftants,  Diflenters,  and  Catholics  in  this  inftance,  for 
the  fiiR  time,  fairly  amalgamated  into  the  general  mafs,  and  marfhalled  them- 
felves  into  the  ranks  according  to  the  ciA'il  convi6tions  of  their  minds.  Be- 
fides  the  meetings  already  mentioned  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  and  the 

“ during  the  tranfadlion.  (I  beg  leave  to  remark,  thefe  boys  were  reared  by  my  father  from  their 
“ infancy.)  They  carried  off  ray  horfes. 

“ On  returning  to  my  houfe,  I met  with  feveral  of  my  neighbours,  flying  with  terror  and  dif- 
” may,  and  told  me  to  fly  with  my  life,  for  the  cavahy  declared  they  would  murder  me,  and  pre- 
vious  to  that  day  I heard  feveral  threats. 

“ It  is  necelTary  to  flste,  that  Major  Fitzgerald  had  a recruiting  party  contiguous  to  my  houfe;  I 
“ was  happ}'  to  ha\*e  an  opportunity  of  accommodating  him  with  a room  in  my  houfe  where  he  kept 
“ his  money  and  clothing,  and  where  the  recruits  accounts  were  fettled.  I was  glad  to  fee  his 
majefty’s  fervice  promoted  by  draining  the  country  of  idle  fellows. 

“ A man  of  the  name  of  Murphy  came  to  my  houfe  and  enquired  for  Major  Fitzgerald,  that  he 
might  inlift  with  him;  he  was  defired  to  ftop,  for  that  Major  Fitzgerald  was  expedtedhome  to 
“ dinner. 

“ After  they  had  plundered  the  houfe  as  above  Gated,  feme  ihots  were  heard  above  ftairs,  and 
“ Murphy  and  a yeoman  killed. 

“ I alfo  declare  there  was  no  plunder  nor  concealed  ai'ras  in  my  houfe. 

" Ifcxford,  January  17,  1799.  George  Sparks.” 
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corporation,  and  the  bankers  and  merchants  of  Dublin,  the  fellows  of  Tri- 
nity College,  and  fuch  of  the  ftudents  as  enjoyed  fcholarfiiips,  had  alfo  a 
meeting,  the  refult  of  which  was,  a requeft  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
Univerfity  would  oppofe  with  firmnefs  the  projedted  Union.  The  gentry  and 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Dublin  met  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and,  having 
applauded  the  conftitution  of  3 782,  protefted  againft  an  Union  as  hoftile  to 
the  rights,  liberties,  and  independence  of  Ireland.  The  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Weftmeath  likewife  declared  againft  it  as  it  appeared  to  them  to  be 
calculated  to  ‘ exhauft  Ireland,  and  debafe  her  from  her  confequence  and 
profperity,  and  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the  court  in  a formidable  degree.’ 

The  refoliitions  of  a meeting  at  Galway  were  particularly  ftrong ; repro- 
bating the  attempts  of  tlie  unionifts  as  unconftitutional  and  arbitrary  ; de- 
nying the  power  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  to  vote  away  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  realm;  condemning  the  transfer  of  the  right  of  legiflation 
to  any  foreign  country,  without  the  general  confent  of  the  people,  as  equi- 
valent to  a diflblution  of  the  exifting  government,  and  as  a procedure  which, 
from  its  tendency  to  anarchy,  ought  to  be  refifted  ; and  ftigmatifmg,  as  ene- 
mies to  their  country,  all  the  fupporters  of  fuch  a meafure.  Mr.  Fofter  com- 
pletely infpired  his  confdtuents  in  the  county  of  Louth,  with  his  own  decid- 
ed repugnance  to  the  meafure,  and  the  majority  of  die  freeholders  of  that 
county  threw  their  weight  into  the  fcale  againft  it  It  would  be  endlefs  to 
recapitulate  the  different  refolutions,  which  were  entered  into  and  publiflied 
by  different  meetings  againft  the  propofed  meafure,  even  before  the  meeting 
of  parliament.  And  fo  great  indeed  was  the  clamor  excited  by  the  idea  of 
Union,  that  the  general  voice  feemed  to  reject  it  with  indignation;  and  lan- 
guage of  the  boldeft  kind,  even  bordering  on  defiance  and  fedition,  was 
poured  forth  in  moft  companies  againft  it. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1799,  the  parliament  met  according  to  the  laft 
prorogation,  when  his  excellency  in  a very  interefting  fpeech*  upon  this  im- 
portant 


* Tlie  following  was  the  fpeech  of  the  viceroy. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

J HAVE  received  his  majefly’s  commands  to  meet  you  in  parliament. 

I congratulate  you  on  the  happy  effefts  which  have  followed  the  unparalleled  achievements  of 
" the  detachment  of  his  majefty’s  fleet  under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon,  on  the 
total  defeat  of  tlie  French  fquadron  off  the  coafts  of  this  kingdom,  by  that  under  the  command 

“ of 
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portant  occafion,  recommended  to  their  peculiar  confideration,  the  moft  ef- 
fectual means  of  confolidating  the  ftrength,  power,  and  refources  of  the  two 

king- 

of  Sir  J.  B.  Warrrenj  and  on  the  brilliant  and  important  conquefl;  of  Minorca.  Thofe  events, 
while  they  afford  to  us  in  common  with  every  other  defcription  of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts,  matter 
of  juft  pride  and  fatisfaftion,  mult  at  the  fame  time  give  confidence  to  other  powers,  and  ftiew 
to  all  Europe  the  beneficial  effetts  of  a fyftemof  vigour  and  exertion,  dire6ted  with  manly  perfe- 
“ verance  againft  the  deftruftive  projefts  of  the  common  enemy. 

“ I feel  much  concern  in  being  obliged  to  acquaint  you,  that  a fpirit  of  difaffeftion  ftill  prevails 
” in  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and  that  tlie  fecret  agents  of  the  enemy  are  aftive  iu  railing  an 
“ expectation  of  frefti  afliftance  from  France. 

“ In  this  fituation,  and  under  the  evident  necefllty  of  continuing  tlie  war  witli  vigour,  his  ma- 
‘‘  jefty  firmly  relies  upon  that  fpirit  and  magnanimity  which  have  hitherto  marked  all  your  exer- 
tions  in  fupport  of  the  honor  of  his  crown,  of  the  intereft  of  this  kingdom,  and  of  the  general 
“ caufe  of  the  empire. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

. “ I have  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  eftimates  to  be  laid  before  you,  and 

“ as  I am  confident  your  wifdom  will  raife  the  fupplies  which  may  be  neceffary  in  the  manner  lead 
“ burthenfome  to  the  fubjeCt,  fo  you  may  depend  upon  my  attention  to  their  prudent  and  oecono- 
“ mical  application.  ^ 

” It  is  with  great  fatisfaftion  I obferve,  that  notwithftanding  our  internal  calamities,  this  king' 
''  dom  blended  as  its  interefts  are  in  the  general  profperity  of  the  empire,  has  participated  in  the 
effects  of  the  encreafing  wealtli  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  our  rev  enues  and  trade 
“ have  encreafed. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ It  is  my  duty  to  recommend  to  your  attention  the  various  objeCls  of  internal 
""  regulation  which  have  fo  long  enjoyed  tlie  benefit  of  your  protection  and  fupport.  Your  agricul- 
ture,  your  manufactures,  and  particularly  the  linen  manufacture,  the  Proteftant  charter  fchools, 
and  other  charitable  inftitutions  will  require,  and  will,  I am  fure,  continue  to  receive  that  aid 
and  encouragement  which  they  have  uniformly  experienced  from  the  liberality  of  parliament.  I 
“ am  confident  you  will  feel  a particular  anxiety  to  give  furtlier  attention  to  the  juft  and  honorable 
claims  of  thofe  who  have  fuffered  from  their  loyalty  during  the  rebellion. 

His  majefty  depends  upon  your  perfevering  energy  to  reprefs,  by  ever)'^  wife  effort,  the  fpirit 
of  difaffeCtion,  which  ftill  requires  the  exercife  of  extraordinary  powers  to  check  its  malignant 
effects.  In  recurring,  where  tlie  occafion  has  required  it,  to  aCts  of  indifpenfable  feverity,  I 
have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  fuggeftions  of  mercy,  and  have  endeavoured  to  mitigate  the  ef- 
feCts  of  penal  juftice,  and  the  neceffary  exertions  of  the  powers  of  tlie  ftate,  with  as  much  for- 
bearance  and  lenity  as  could  be  confiftent  with  the  public  fafety. 

''  In  the  general  caufe  which  engages  the  empire,  our  profpeCt  is  highly  encouraging,  but  in 
proportion  as  a fuccefsful  termination  of  the  war  becomes  probable,  our  efforts  fliould  be  re- 
doubled  in  order  to  fecure  it. 

VoL.  II.  5 M 
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kingdoms.  This  fpeech  gave  rile  to  debates  in  both  hoiifes  of  parliament. 
The  debate  in  the  lords  was  lefs  interefting,  than  that  in  the  coniinons.  An 
addrefs  was  moved  for  in  the  lords,  which  as  ufiial  was  an  echo  of  the  fpeech. 
The  12th  paragraph  of  the  addrefs  was  to  the  following  elfedl. 

That  we  thank  his  majefty  for  pointing  our  attention  to  this  alarming 
“ circumftance,  and  as  his  majefty  has  exprelfed  his  anxious  liope,  that  this 
“ mod  ferious  fubjeAt,  joined  to  the  fentiment  of  mutual  affedlion  and  com- 
“ mon  intereft,  may  difpofe  the  parliaments  in  both  kingdoms  to  provide  the 
“ moft  elfeclual  means  of  maintaining  and  improving  a connexion  effential 
“ to  their  common  fecurity,  and  of  confolidating,  as  far  as  poffible,  into  one 
“ firm  and  lafiing  fabric,  the  ftrength,  the  power,  and  the  refources  of  the  Bri- 
“ tifii  empire,  m’C  fliall  be  ready  to  give  the  fullell  attention  to  confiderations 
“ of  fuch  momentous  importance.” 

Upon  which  it  was  propofed  by  Lord  Powerfcourt  to  amend  the  faid  mo- 
tion, by  inferting  after  the  word  importance,  the  following  words : “ That 
“ it  is  our  moft  earned;  defire  to  drengthen  the  connexion  between  the  two 
“ countries  by  every  podlble  means,  but  the  meafure  of  a legidative  L^nion 

we  apprehend  is  not  within  the  limits  of  our  power,  we  beg  leave  alfo  to 
“ reprefent  to  your  majefty,  that  although  this  houfe  were  competent  to 
“ adopt  fuch  a meafure,  we  conceive  that  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  fo  to 
“ do,  as  it  would  tend,  in  our  opinion,  more  than  any  other  caufe,  ulti- 
“ mately  to  afeparation  of  this  kingdom  from  that  of  Great  Britain.” 


" The  zeal  of  his  majefty’s  regular  and  militia  forces,  the  gallantry  of  the  yeomanry,  the  honor- 
" able  co-operation  of  the  Britith  fencibles  and  militia,  and  the  aftivity,  Ikill  and  valour  of  his 
majefty’s  fleets,  will,  I doubt  not,  defeat  every  future  effort  of  the  enemy.  But  the  more  I 
” have  refledted  on  the  Ctuation  and  circumftances  of  this  kingdom,  confidering  on  the  one  hand 
“ the  fti’ength  and  ftability  of  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  other  thofc  divifions,  which  have  ftiaken 
Ireland  to  its  foundations,  the  more  anxious  I am  for  fome  permanent  adjuftment  which  may  ex- 
“ tend  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  our  lifter  kingdom  to  every  part  of  this  ifland. 

The  unremitting  induftry  with  which  our  enemies  perfevere  in  their  avowed  defign  of  endea- 
" vouring  to  effeft  a feparation  of  this  kingdom  from  Great  Britain,  muft  have  engaged  your  par- 
” ticular  attention;  and  his  majefty  commands  me  to  exprefs  his  anxious  hope  that  this  conlidera- 
“ tion,  joined  to  the  fentiment  of  mutual  affedtion  and  common  intereft,  may  difpofe  the  parlia- 
ments  in  both  kingdoms  to  provide  the  mofteffedtual  means  of  maintaining  and  improving  a con- 
nexion,  effential  to  their  common  fecurity,  and  of  confolidating,  as  far  as  poffible,  into  one 
firm  and  lafting  fabric,  the  ftrength,  the  power,  and  the  refources  of  the-Britilli  empire.” 

8 Journ.  Lords,  p.  192. 
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A motion  was  then  made  for  leave  to  withdraw  the  amendment.  A de- 
bate arofe  thereupon,  and  the  queftion  being  put,  thehoufe  divided,  and  the 
Earl  of  Glandore  reported,  that  the  contents  below  the  bar  were  19,  and  the 
non-contents  in  the  houfe  were  46. 

A motion  was  then  made,  that  after  the  word  “ fecurity”  in  the  faid  para- 
graph, the  following  words  be  expunged,  “ and  of  confolidating  as  far  as 
“ polTible  into  one  firm  and  lafting  fabric,  the  firength,  the  power,  and  the 
“ refources  of  the  Britifh  empire,”  which  alfo  palled  in  the  negative.  Ano- 
ther motion  was  then  made  by  the  Earl  of  Bellamont,  that  after  the  faid 
word  “ importance,”  the  following  words  be  inferted,  “ fo  far  as  may  be  con- 
“ fiftent  with  the  permanent  enjoyment,  exercife,  and  tutelary  vigilance  of 
“ our  refident  and  independent  parliament,  as  eftablilhed,  acknowledged, 
“ and  recognized.”  This  motion  was  alfo  negatived  by  a divifion  of  49 
againft  16.  Fourteen  of  the  lords  in  the  minority  protefted.* 

In  the  commons  Lord  Tyrone  moved  the  addrefs,  which  he  faid  did  not 
pledge  him  in  any  manner  to  fupport  the  meafure  of  an  Union;  let  that 
queftion  of  policy  ftand  upon  its  own  merits  ; let  it  be  adopted  or  reje61ed  as 
the  interefts  of  Ireland  and  the  profperity  of  the  empire  fiiould  dictate.  If 
upon  inveftigation  it  llioidd  be  found  conducive  to  the  advantage  and 
Rrengthening  of  both;  no  clamour,  no  violence  fiiould  make  him  fweiwe 
from  the  honorable  line  of  his  duty. 

Colonel  Fitzgerald,  (member  for  the  county  of  Cork)  feconded  the  ad- 
drefs, exprelfing  a zealous  defire  that  any  ftep  likely  to  cement  and  ftrengthen' 
the  connexion  between  the  two  countries  fiiould  be  adopted. 

Sir  John  Parnell  faid,  that  as  the  fpeech  did  not  avow  the  meafure  of  le- 
giflative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  nor  recommend  it  direftly 
to  the  confideration  of  the  houfe,  it  would  be  unnecefiary  in  that  ftage  of 
the  bufmefs  to  difcufs  the  queftion,  but  the  meafure  having  been  publicly 
avowed  and  introduced  by  a fide  wind  into  the  fpeech,  he  fiiould  oppofe  it 
in  limine  as  being  a queftion  fimple  in  its  nature,  and  on  which  no  further  in- 
formation was  necelfary,  than  to  fiiew  that  they  were  called  on  to  put  an  end 


* Viz,  Leinller, 
Granard, 
Belvidere, 
Arran, 


Charlemont, 

Bellamont, 

Mountcalhell, 

Kilkenny, 


Belmore,  Dunfany, 

Powerfcourt,  Lifmore, 

De  Vefci, 

Wra.  Down  and  Connor, 
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to  the  exiftence  of  an  Irifli  parliament,  and  to  determine  on  the  permanent 
and  effential  interefts  of  their  country  for  ever.  They  were  called  on  to  de- 
cide their  conftitution,  their  trade,  their  property,  and  on  what  was  of  ftill 
more  confequence,  the  feelings  of  the  public  conne61ed  with  a furrender  of 
the  conftitution ; an  affrighted  commerce,  and  a diminifhed  property.  This 
would  lay  a ground  for  growing  difcontent,  not  promoted  by  declamation 
or  irritation,  not  to  be  treated  as  the  momentary  convulfion  of  popular  feel- 
ings, but  proved  by  fa6ls,  which  aggravated  by  experience  mull  acquire 
force  the  longer  it  was  fuppreffed,  and  produce  confequences  greater  than  he 
wiflied  to  venture  to  Rate.  He  then  adverted  to  the  argument  that  a mea- 
fure,  which  had  been  beneficial  to  Scotland  would  equally  benefit  Ireland. 
Ireland  did  not  Rand  in  the  fame  relative  pofition  that  day  as  England  did  in 
refpeft  to  that  country  at  the  time  of  the  Union.  The  meafure  was  then 
juRified  by  neceffity.  This  Avas  fo  well  imderRood,  that  according  to  Defoe,  it 
Avas  not  unpopular  in  Scotland  Avhen  RrR  propofed;  it  became  fo  by  publica- 
tions calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people.  Scotland  had  by  an  a6l 
of  its  parliament,  diveRed  the  family  of  the  fucceflion  of  the  croAvn,  on 
Avhom  it  had  been  entailed  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Englifli  parliament  had  in  return  declared  the  people  of  that  country 
aliens  and  had  interdi^fed  their  trade  : there  Avas  no  choice  but  fubmiRion  or 
Union.  But  though  a fimilar  neceffity  did  not  exiR  in  Ireland  as  did  at  that 
time  in  Scotland,  it  Avas  afferted  that  there  exifted  a neceffity  equally  cogent 
to  make  the  adoption  of  the  meafure  unavoidable  in  that  country,  viz.  the 
conteft  betAveen  the  Catholic  and  ProteRant,  and  foreign  invafion.  Could  an 
ad  of  parliament  modify  the  conRitution,  or  alter  the  minds  of  thofe  Avho 
propofed  to  overturn  it  ? Could  it  Rop  the  progrefs  of  iiiA'ading  fleets,  or  the 
ralh  enterprife  of  a defperate  army  ? Would  the  Catholic  and  ProteRant 
mind  be  fatisfied  by  each  party  ceafmg  to  haA^e  a parliament  Avithin  their 
reach?  They  had  better  knoAV  their  intereft  by  relinquiffiing  jealouffes,  Avhere- 
by  they  had  been  fufferers  in  the  extreme,  and  avoid  by  the  continuance  of 
them  injuring  the  intereRs  of  their  country  and  poRerity  for  ever. 

It  Avas  alledged,  that  the  Irifli  parliament  AA^as  liable  to  influence,  and  not 
fit  to  be  entruRed  by  the  croAvn  or  the  people : Avhat  a filly  charge ! Their 
condud  that  night,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  Avould  defeat  an  injurious  mea- 
fiire,  Avould  confute  the  reafoning  offered  in  fiipport  of  it ; by  proving  their 
independence,  they  Avould  prove  the  falfehood  of  the  calumny,  Avhich  im- 
peached 
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peached  it.  The  evils  cojnplained  of  might  be  heft  remedied,  in  the  cafe  of 
the  religious  diftin61ioiis,  by  recolleding  that  they  had  a common  intereft 
with  them ; their  afFe6lions  were  to  be  acquired  by  good  treatment ; and  all 
to  be  preferved  by  the  efforts  of  a heady  and  wife  government.  He  had  for- 
merly voted  againfi;  Catholic  claims,  not  from  diflike  to  any  individual  for 
his  religion,  but  on  a principle  that  it  was  unwife  to  change  the  exifting 
government;  notwithftanding  he  had  lived  happily  among  them,  and  was 
fatisfied,  that  if  their  paflions  had  not  been  worked  on,  the  Ipirit  of  affeftion 
would  have  prevailed,  from  the  juftice  and  moderation  of  the  Protefhint  refi- 
dent  landlords,  which  would  have  proved,  that  the  difeontents  founded  on 
religious  prejudice,  ought  to  have  fubfided  in  Ireland,  as  they  had  done  in 
other  countries. 

The  efforts  of  the  enemy  Avere  better  to  be  oppofed  by  military  force  than 
by  fpeculating  on  the  conftitution  ; by  relying  on  thofe,  whofe  loyalty  they 
had  experienced,  than  by  rifquing  the  effe6fs  of  alanning  their  feelings  by 
innovating  on  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  It  Avas  better  to  meet  the 
evils  Avhich  they  kncAV,  than  rifque  others,  the  extent  of  which  they  could  not 
meafure,  viz.  the  entire  furrender  of  the  AA^h'ole  of-their  interefts,  for  they  Avere 
included  in  their  conftitutional  privileges.  He  folemnly  declared,  he  a^led 
under  no  influence  but  that  of  his  judgment.  He  recommended  to  them  to 
adopt  a fimilarity  of  fentiment  Avith  England ; and  reply  to  the  advifers  of 
the  meafures,  Avhich  had  been  propofed,  Avhat  England  formerly  did  to  the 
court  of  Rome,  nolumus  leges  Hibernice  miitari. 

Mr.  Tighe  expreffed  the  plcafure  he  had  in  concurring  in  fentiment  Avith 
the  right  honorable  gentleman,  though  he  Avould  enter  into  no  difcuffion  of 
the  queftion  until  it  Avere  brought  dire6lly  before  the  houfe. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  fay,  that  although  there  Avere 
not  in  the  addrefs  any  fpecific  pledge  to  a meafure  of  union,  yet  it  Avas  clearly 
implied  in  the  Avifh  to  ffrengthen  the  refources  of  the  empire  : for  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  faying,  that  he  thought  the  only  means  of  fettling  that  unhappy 
country  in  permanent  tranquillity  and  connexion  Avith  Britain,  Avere  to  be 
found  in  a legiflative  union ; and  on  that  fubjed  he  did  intend  at  an  early 
day  to  fubmit  a fpecific  motion  to  the  houfe. 

Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  entered  on  an  able  attack  and  expofure  of  the  general 
principle  of  an  union,  by  boldly  avoAving  the  principle,  that  neither  the  legif- 
lature,  nor  any  poAA^er  on  earth,  had  a right  or  authority  to  annihilate  the 
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Irifli  parliament,  and  deprive  people  for  ever  of  their  right  to  the  benefits  of 
the  conftitiition,  to  civil  liberty. 

The  niinifter  had  told  them  they  ought  to  difcufs  this  meafure  with  cool- 
nefs  ; but  when  the  niinifter  himfelf  would  not  leave  men  to  the  free  exercife 
of  their  underftanding,  but  turned  out  of  office  the  beft  and  oldeft  fervants  of 
the  crown,  becaufe  they  would  not  proftitute  their  confcience:  when  the 
terror  of  difmiffal  was  thus  holden  out  to  deter  men  in  office  from  a fair  exer- 
cife of  their  private  judgment,  how  could  he  talk  of  cool  difcuffion  ? He 
concluded,  by  moving  an  amendment,  which  Avould  give  every  gentleman, 
who  did  not  wiffi  to  pledge  himfelf  to  a fui’render  of  the  rights  of  the  coun- 
try, an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  his  fenfe.  The  amendment  was,  that  after 
the  paffage  which  declared  the  willingnefs  of  the  houfe  to  enter  on  a confide- 
ration  of  what  meafures  might  beft  tend  to  confirm  the  common  ftrength  of 
the  empire,  fhould  be  inferted,  “ maintaining,  however,  the  undoubted  birth- 
“ right  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  have  a refident  and  independent  legifla- 
“ ture,  fuch  as  was  recognized  by  the  Britifii  legifiature  in  1782,  and  was 
“ finally  fettled  at  the  adiuftment  of  all  differences  between  the  two  coun- 
“ tries.” 

Sir  L.  Parfons  feconded  the  amendment. 

IMr.  Conolly  oppofed  it,  for  Ihe  fame  reafon  which  he  had  urged  agaiuft  the 
conftitution  of  1782,  namely,  that  that  conftitution  could  not  work  two  inde- 
pendent legiflaturcs  in  one  empire,  being  as  abfurd  and  monftrous,  as  two 
heads  on  one  pair  of  fiioulders.  He  gave  a fhort  hiftory  of  the  country  from 
1782  to  that  time,  and  fliewed,  that  many  of  the  evils  they  had  fince  experi- 
enced, had  arifen  from  the  independence  of  the  legifiature,  and  particularly 
dwelt  upon  the  notorious  faft,  that  there  had  been  ll6  placemen  and  pen- 
fioners  at  one  time  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ever  fince  that  period.  What 
was  fuch  independence  worth  ? 

hlr.  Frederick  Falkiner  agreed  with  IMr.  G.  Ponfonby : he  did  not  think 
the  lord  lieutenant's  conduct,  fince  he  had  had  the  adminiftration  of 
that  country,  deferved  his  praife.  To  Lord  Camden  the  country  was 
indebted  for  their  prefervation,  in  the  glorious  yeomanry  inftitiition.  The 
horrid  and  unnatural  rebellion  was  put  down  before  that  nobleman  left  the 
country ; and  had  he  remained  there  a little  longer,  it  had  been  completely 
extiuguilhed,  and  the  yeomanry  upholden  in  that  degree  their  fervices  fo 
highly  merited. 
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Lord  Clements  fupported  the  amendment,  and  hoped  too  it  would  be  ftre- 
nuoutly  oppofed  by  all  the  virtue  of  the  Britifli  fenate,  as  a meafure  only  cal- 
culated enormoufly  to  increafe  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  influence  of  the 
minifter,  and  therefore  ruinous  to  the  true  profperity  of  the  empire. 

]\Ir.  Fitzgerald,  late  prime  ferjeant,  faid,  that  nothing  could  contribute  to 
defeat  the  meafure,  or  to  awaken  the  honeft  indignation  of  the  independent 
gentlemen  of  Ireland,  fo  effectually,  as  an  open  and  avowed  war  againft  the 
freedom  and  liberties  of  parliament,  by  the  removal  of  the  truffy  fervants  of 
the  public  from  their  fituations,  which  they  held  with  honor  to  themfelves, 
and  adv'antage  to  their  country.  It  being  thought  neceflary  to  hold  them 
out  as  examples  to  ftop  the  growing  mutiny  and  infurre6tion  of  honor  and 
confcience  againft  the  influence  of  office.  No  man  could  hold  a place  under 
.government,  who  did  not  vote  for  that  meafure.  But  the  Britifli  minifter,  he 
pledged  himfelf,  was  too  wife  and  too  magnanimous  to  wifli  for  an  union  on 
fuch  terms. 

If  the  amendment,  which  his  honorable  and  learned  friend  had  propofed, 
and  fupported  with  fuch  tranfcendent  ability,  fliould  not  be  carried,  that,  he 
feared,  would  be  the  laft  time  he  fliould  have  the  honor  of  addreffing  an 
Irifli  parliament : for  though  the  pageantry  and  ceremony  of  its  funeral  might 
take  up  fome  time,  and  give  opportunities  for  lamentations,  yet,  if  the  amend- 
ment M'ere  negatived,  the  chara6fer  of  parliament  ivould  be  extinguiflied ; 
and  charafter  was  a phoenix,  which  died  but  once,  and  from  its  allies  there 
was  no  refurrecfion.  Confidering,  that  the  qucftion  involved  every  thing 
that  could  be  dear  to  a nation,  he  would  trefpafs  upon  the  houfe,  and  briefly 
ftate  the  principle  of  his  vote.  Contrary  to  the  influence  of  every  private 
affection,  and  differing  from  thofc,  with  whom  he  had  long  acied,  and  to 
whom  he  would  yield  his  own  opinion  on  any  meafure  of  temporary  effect, 
he  adopted  the  amendment,  becaufe  his  mind  was  impreffed  with  this  con- 
viction, that  the  extinction  of  the  legiflature  of  Ireland  would,  fooner  or 
later,  produce  a convulfion,  in  which  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain 
a«id  Ireland  would  be  at  ftakc,  and  would  render  that  devoted  country  more 
than  ever  fubjcCl  to  the  intrigues  of  France,  emafculated  of  that  vigor  and 
energy  ivitli  which  it  ever  had,*  and  he  trufted,  whilft  it  retained  its  inde- 
pendence, ever  would  ftand  by  Great  Britain.  It  was  not,  in  his  opinion^ 
within  the  moral  competence  of  parliament,  to  deftroy  and  extinguilh  itfelf, 
and  with  it  the  rights  and  liberties  of  thofe  who  created  it.  The  conftituent 
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parts  of  a ftate  are  "obliged  to  hold  their  public  faith  with  each  other,  and  with 
all  thofe,  who  derive  any  ferious  intereft  under  their  engagements ; fueh  a 
coinpaft  may,,  with  refpe6l  to  Great  Britain,  be  an  union;  bnt  with  refpe6l  to 
Ireland,  it  will  be  a revolution,  and  a revolution  of  a moft  alarming  nature.  He 
referred  to  Dr.  Johnfon’s  remark  to  an  Irifliman  on  the  fubje(5l  of  an  union  : 
“ don’t  unite  with  us,”  faid  he,  “ we  diall  unite  with  you  only  to  rob  you ; 
“ we  diould  have  robbed  the  Scots,  if  they  had  any  thing  to  be  robbed  of.” 
The  Britilh  nation  had  been  deceived,  to  think  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  tired  of  tlieir  parliament — that  their  parliament  Mas  unworthy.  It 
Monld  indeed  prove  its  unworthinefs  by  confenting  to  its  OMm  extinction. 
It  M as  the  misfortune  of  the  day,  that  the  opinions  and  motives  of  men  were 
generally  mifreprefented. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald,  (Knight  of  Kerry)  oppofed  the  amendment,  becaufe,  the 
rebellion  having  lliaken  the  country  to  its  centre,  made  fome  arrangement 
neceflary;  becaufe  it  M'as  obvious,  the  country  covdd  not  have  been  faved, 
and  M as  noM^  preferved  bnt  by  force.  That  M'as  a ftate  in  which  things 
could  not  long  remain,  becaufe  principles  had  got  among  the  people  of  the 
country,  which  induced  them  to  give  their  confidence  to  parliament  only  fo 
far  as  the  parliament  tended  to  fever  the  connexion;  and  finally,  becaufe  if 
that  principle  were  not  checked,  it  muft  ultimatel}'^  end  in  feparation.  He 
attributed  much  of  the  exifting  mifchief,  to  the  parliament  being  founded  on 
too  narrow  a bafe,  and  to  the  unhappy  difference  of  religion  which  exifted  in 
the  country  ; both  thofe  circumftances  gave  a caft  of  prejudice  and  bigotry 
to  the  Irifh  parliament.  The  happinefs  of  the  country  then  demanded  that 
they  fliould  refort  to  an  higher  and  more  enlightened  legiflature,  who  M'ould 
be  above  thofe  local  prejudices.  With  regard  to  the  civil  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  being  furrendered  by  an  union,  he  knew’  of  no  rights,  M’hich 
they  had  not  from  the  law  of  England,  and  by  that  law  they  would  continue 
to  be  governed  after  an  union,  perhaps  better  than  before. 

Colonel  Verekerfaid,  that  if  he  could  beperfuaded  that  a legiflative  union 
M’ith  Great  Britain  would  infure  internal  tranquillity  to  his  diftrafted  country, 
that  it  M'ould  prevent  foreign  invafion,  or  add  to  the  national  Mealth,  he 
lliould  chearfully  agree  in  the  principle  of  it;  but  entertaining  the  oppofite 
fentiments,  not  taken  np  haftily,  but  upon  mature  confideration,  he  fliould 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

]Mr.  O’Hara  faid,  the  Irifh  parliament  had  uniformly  been  making  acquifi- 

tions 


OF  TFIE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


833 


tions  for  the  country  from  the  time  of  the  odlemiial  bill  to  that  day.  He 
denied  the  right  of  parliament  to  alter  the  conftitution,  and  fupported  the 
amendment. 

jMr.  Lee  would  willingly  give  up  national  pride,  or  any  fuch  paffion,  if  the 
facrilice  would  fecure  tranquillity,  but  he  was  convinced  it  could  have  no 
fuch  ctfeet.  There  was  fome  radical  error  in  the  fyftem  of  Irilh  government. 
It  lliould  be  fought  for  and  corrected  ; elfe  here  the  feeds  of  difcontent  would 
fructify  for  ever.  England  was  approaching  her  grand  climacteric.  Once  tlie 
v’as  democratic,  and  at  that  time  the  minifter  was  obliged  to  look  to  the 
landed  intereft  for  fupport.  Since  the  revolution,  though  there  were  not  llG 
placemen  and  penfioners  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  (there  were  only 
80)  yet  the  minifter  was  become  lefs  dependent  on  the  country  gentlemen; 
they  had  fince  that  period  continued  to  become  lefs  important  to  the  minifter 
of  the  day ; and  dupes  indeed  would  be  the  landed  men  of  England,  if  they 
ever  fuffered  one  hundred  Irilh  members  to  be  introduced  into  the  Britilli 
Commons ; for  then,  indeed,  the  minifter  would  be  independent  of  them  and 
of  the  country.  With  his  forty-fix  Scotchmen  on  one  land,  his  corps  of  fea- 
poys,  (for  even  the  Nabobs  had  reprefentatives  in  that  virtuous  parliament 
to  which  they  were  called  to  give  up  their  interelts),  on  the  other,  and  his  one 
hundred  hardy  Hibernians  as  a corps  of  referve,  what  might  not  he  do,  thus 
fupported  ? Parliament  was  not  competent  to  the  change  they  were  called 
on  to  make  : but  they  might  be  made  competent.  Let  the  parliament  be 
diflblved,  and  a newone  fummoned,  with  public  notice,  that  they  were  affein- 
bled  for  the^xprefs  purpofe  of  confidering  the  meafure ; and  fuch  a parlia- 
ment would  come  commiffioned  with  exprefs  authority  for  the  purpofe.  He 
gave  his  decided  approbation  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Crooklhank,  in  a very  long  fpeech,  fupported  the  amendment : and 
concluded,  by  conjuring  the  houfe  to  recolle6t  its  facred  truft,  its  foleinn  re- 
fponfibility  ; to  preferve  and  reftore  to  their  conftituents  inviolate,  that  con- 
ftitution under  which  they  had  profpered  beyond  example,  and  the  furrender  of 
which,  by  a fordid  unequal  contra6t,  could  produce  no  benefit  whatever,  and 
muft  entail  evils  and  misfortunes  incalculable  on  the  country. 

IMr.  St.  G eorge  Daly  thought  nothing  but  fuch  a radical  arrangement 
could  heal  the  diftradtions  of  their  country.  He  allowed  parliament  was 
incompetent  to  take  away  the  rights  of  the  people;  but  he  denied,  that  an 
union  violated  any  right.  He  allowed  praife  to  the  framers  of  the  conftitu- 
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tion  of  1782;  but  contended  it  was  the  feparate  and  independent  exiftence  of 
the  two  legiflatures  then  eflablifhed,  which  made  the  meafure  now  neceffary. 

Mr.  M'Naghten  confeffed  and  declared  it  to  be  his  firm  opinion,  that  the 
only  method  of  fecuring  the  connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  the 
exiftence  of  that  country  as  a civilized  ftate,  was  a legiflative  Union.  His 
opinion  was  the  refult  of  long  and  ferious  refledlion. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  faid  he  was  for  an  Union,  to  put  an  end  to  uniting  be- 
tween Prefbyterians,  Proteftants,  and  Catholics  to  overturn  the  conftitution. 

Honorable  Mr.  Skeftington  reprobated  in  ftrong  terms  the  idea  of  tranf- 
ferring  or  furrendering  the  legiflative  independence  of  Ireland  to  any  power 
on  earth,  and  warmly  fupported  the  amendment. 

IMr.  French  faid,  that  the  able  difcuflion  of  the  queftion  had  fully  con- 
vinced him,  that  parliament  was  not  competent  to  decide  on  the  queftion  of 
an  incorporating  Union  with  Great  Britain.  He  therefore  fupported  the 
amendment. 

Colonel  B.  Maxwell  fully  concurred  with  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby,  that  parlia- 
ment was  totally  incompetent  to  entertain  the  meafure ; he  therefore  gave  it 
his  moft  unequivocal  and  decided  oppofition  in  limine.  A parliament  which 
could  be  bafe  enough  to  betray  the  rights  and  libei  ties  of  their  country,  not 
only  at  prefent,  but  to  all  future  generations,  would  deferve  annihilation. 
He  conjured  the  houfe,  as  they  valued  their  own  chara6ler,  as  they  valued 
the  liberties  of  themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  as  they  valued  the  Britifli  con- 
nexion, to  convince  the  minifter  of  Great  Britain,  that  they  were  determined, 
at  the  rifque  of  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them,  to  fupport  and  hand 
down  unimpaired  to  their  pofterity,  the  rights,  liberties,  and  independence  of 
their  native  land. 

Colonel  Archdall  Avould  oppofe  the  Union  in  every  fliape. 

Mr.  Barrington  (judge  of  the  Admiralty)  rofe  with  great  agitation.  The 
exiftence  of  Ireland  was  in  queftion,  and  he  felt  his  feeble  talents  fhrink  be- 
fore the  coloffal  magnitude  of  the  fubjedt;  he  had  heard  of  calm  and  dif- 
paftionate  difcuftion;  it  was  the  language  of  a flave;  he  who  could  reflect  on 
the  annihilation  of  his  country  with  apathy  or  indifference  muft  be  lefs  than 
man,  or  more  than  mortal.  Whatever  capacity,  whatever  fpirit,  whatever 
energy  God  or  nature  had  given  him,  he  confidered  himfelf  as  holding  but  in 
truft  for  his  country,  to  be  expended  for  her  ufe,  whenever  her  oppreffions  or 
difb-effes  drew  for  their  afliftance.  He  loved  his  lung,  he  adored  the  conftitu- 
tion, 
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tion,  and  he  now  confidered  himfelf  as  defending  both  againft  the  defperate 
fyftem  of  an  indefinitely  ambitious  minifter.  The  Irilh  parliament  had  here- 
tofore deliberated  on  revocable  local  regulations,  or  national  arrangement, 
but  now  a mighty  and  imperial  queftion  opened  itfelf  for  their  difcuifion ; a 
project,  to  fubje6t  irrevocably  one  independent  country  to  the  will  of  another, 
and  both  to  the  will  of  a minifter  already  ftronger  than  the  crown,  and  more 
powerful  than  the  people;  and  this  great  and  important  ufurpation  fiolen 
into  parliament  through  the  fulfome  paragraphs  of  an  echoing  congratula- 
tion, pledging  the  houfe  to  the  difcuifion  of  a principle  fubverfive  of  their 
liberties,  and  in  the  hour  of  convalefcence  calling  on  it  to  commit  fuicide. 
Ireland  had  not  fair  play  ; her  parliament  had  not  fair  play  ; the  fouled  and 
inofi:  unconflitutional  means,  he  believed,  had  been  ufed  to  intimidate  and  to 
corrupt  it,  and  either  to  force  or  to  feduce  a futfrage,  when  nothing  but  ge- 
neral, independent,  uninfluenced  opinion  could  warrant  for  a moment  the 
moll  diflant  view  of  fo  ruinous  a fubje6t.  He  had  good  reafon  to  believe, 
that  corrupt  and  unconflitutional  means  had  been  ufed  by  the  noble  lord  to 
individuals  of  the  Irifli  parliament,’^  Some  of  thofe  means  w^re  open  and 
avowed  ; two  of  the  oldefi,  moll  refpeclable,  and  moll  beloved  officers  of  the 
crown  had  been  difplaced,  becaufe  they  prefumed  to  hint  an  opinion  adverfe 
to  the  ftripling’s  dictates,  on  a fubjeft  where  their  country  was  at  ftake;  their 
removals  crowned  them  with  glory,  and  the  minifter  Avdth  contempt.  He 
alfertcd,  that  other  gentlemen  in  office,  "whofe  opinions  were  decidedly  adverfe 
to  the  meafure,  but  A\'hofe  circumftances  could  not  bear  fimilar  facrifices, 
■were  dragged  to  the  altar  of  pollution,  and  forced  againft  their  will  to  vote 
againft  their  country;  he  had  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  unconflitutional 
interference  had  been  ufed  by  the  executive  power  with  the  legiflative  body ; 
one  gentleman  refufed  the  inftru6lions  of  his  conftituents,  and  had  been  pro- 
moted. Peerages  (as  was  rumoured)  were  bartered  for  the  rights  of  minors, 
and  every  effort  ufed  to  deftroy  the  free  agency  of  parliament ; if  this  were 
true,  it  encroached  on  the  conftitution,  and  if  the  executive  powder  overftept 
its  bounds,  the  people  were  warranted  to  do  the  fame  on  their  part,  and  be- 
tiveen  both  it  might  be  annihilated,  and  leave  a wondering  world  in  amaze- 

I 

* Here  IVIr.  Barrington  was  called  to  order,  and  his  words  defired  to  be  taken  down  j on  which 
Mr.  Plunket  rofe,  and  declared  the  fame  opinion,  and  his  determination  to  ufe  ftronger  language  ; 
and  recommended  the  words  to  be  taken  down  in  order  to  bring  the  fubjedt  forward.  This  not 
being  perfifted  in  by  the  Treafury  Bench,  Mr.  Barrington  continued, 
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ment  how  the  fame  people  could  have  been  wife  enough  to  frame  the  heft 
conftitution  upon  earth,  and  foolifli  enough  to  deftroy  it.  One  king  and 
tAvo  kingdoms  was  the  cry  of  the  people  of  Ireland;  The  Britifli  minifter 
had  too  much  wifdom  to  have  prefled  tins  meafure  on  Ireland,  had  he  known 
her  temper  and  fituation ; but  he  had  been  greatly  deceived  by  mifreprefen- 
tation  from  that  country  : hot-headed  injudicious  fpirits  had  been  iiftened 
to,  whilft  the  fage  and  honeft  reprefentation  of  the  wifeft  of  Ireland’s  chil- 
dren had  been  difregarded.  Thefe  were  objeftions  to  any  difcuflion  of  the 
fubjeet;  and  much  as  he  refpe6ted  Great  Britain,  no  idle  parade  of  compli- 
ment fliould  prevail  upon  him  one  moment  to  lofe  fight  of  Ireland.  He  then 
argued  at  length  on  the  incompetence  of  the  Irilh  commons  to  furrender 
the  efl'ence  of  their  delegation. 

The  treacherous  reafons  afligned  for  the  completion  of  this  proje6t,  were 
their  differences  and  misfortunes ; differences  which  arofe  from  the  duplicity 
of  that  fame  minifler,  who  now  fought  to  fubdue  them,  and  misfortunes 
which  were  ftimulated  by  him,  to  adapt  them  for  his  own  conquefl. 

Why  fliould  they  apply  to  547  Englifli  and  Scotchmen,  to  arrange  their 
trade  and  modify  their  national  eftabliflunents?  It  was  abfurd  and  infolent 
to  demand,  and  it  would  be  mean,  vicious,  and  pufillanimous  to  fubmit  to  it. 

Great  Britain  had  nothing  to  give,  which  could  compenfate  the  lofs  of  in- 
dependence ; they  afked  no  favor  from  her,  and  would  fubmit  to  no  injury, 
they  AV'ould  unite  with  her  as  a friend  and  as  a fifter  in  the  common  caufe ; 
their  lives  and  their  properties  fliould  be  united  with  her  in  fupport  of  their 
king  and  conftitution;  they  would  rife  and  fall  Avith  her;  but  they  Avould 
not  fubmit  to  be  ruled  by  a Britifli  fa6lion,  and  plundered  by  a Britifli  mi- 
nifter,  to  fatisfy  the  avarice  or  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  perfons,  to  Avhofe  confi- 
dence and  liberality  that  miiiifter  owed  his  gratitude,  and  Avhich  he  could 
only  repay  by  heaping  burthens  upon  Ireland.  It  Avas  clear  as  noon -day, 
that  his  fyftem  had  been  nioft  treacherous ; his  government  in  Ireland  ex- 
cited the  different feets  to  oppofeeach  other;  an  indolent  fyftem  was  adopted, 
to  permit  fome  ftrength  to  the  difaffe(5fed ; then  a vigorous  fyftem,  to  give 
energy  to  the  loyalift.  Then  government  acted  on  the  defenfiA’e  againft  trea- 
fon;  then  the  minifter  plunged  into  martial  laAv;  the  Catholic  and  the  Pro- 
teftant  were  alternately  encouraged  and  depreffed ; the  loyalty  of  the  A’eo- 
manry  faved  Ireland;  both  parties  had  bled  and  Avere  Aveak;  and  Avhat  is 
called  the  lenient  fyftem  was  adopted ; the  rebel  Avas  pardoned,  and  fent  back 
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to  rob,  to  murder,  and  burn ; the  yeoman  and  the  loyalift  were  either  in- 
fulted,  opprefled,  or  degraded,  in  forne  inftances  executed  ; the  loyal  national 
fpirit  was  purpofely  fupprelled;  and  when  all  Av^as  ripe  for  a government  re- 
volution, the  meafure  of  an  Union,  equally  opprefli\'e  and  difgufting  to  exery 
clafs  and  every  fe6l,  Avas  brought  foiAvard,  in  expedlation  that  the  Irifli  Avere 
too  Avorn,  too  Aveak,  and  too  indifferent  to  relifl  or  reject  any  thing  Avhich  pro- 
feffed  to  be  for  their  tranquillization.  And  to  proA'e  that  this  fyftem  Avas 
adopted  for  thefe  purpofes,  it  was  only  necelfary  to  recolledt  the  words  of  the 
noble  lord  aa^io  propofed  it : “ that  it  had  been  a meafure  long  confidered 
“ and  maturely  Aveighed.”  If  that  AA^re  the  cafe,  it  Avas  obvious,  that  it 
might  have  been  brought  forAA^ard  in  a time  of  tranquillity  ; and  equally  ob- 
vious, that  it  had  been  purpofely  poftponed,  till  that  defperate  fyftem  had 
fufficiently  AA  orked  upon  the  nation,  to  adapt  it  to  the  minifter's  Avill  and 
pleafure.  But  the  parliament  had  j^et  virtue  enough  to  refift  an  aft  of  na- 
tional degradation.  The  Britifh  minifter  had  better  be  aAvare  of  this  fyftem  of 
treachery  and  fraternization ; it  AA’as  by  the  very  fame  means,  and  for  the 
very  fame  objefts,  that  the  French  Republic  had  OA^r-run  all  Europe;  and 
AA'ith  the  very  lame  fyftem,  and  for  the  very  fame  purpofes,  that  Ihe  had  af- 
failed  Ireland.  A defperate  example  to  the  Britilh  empiie,  and  an  attempt 
unAV’orthy  of  the  generofity  and  charafter  of  the  Britifli  nation  ! 

The  compaft  betAA^een  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  AA-as  not  all  on  one  fide. 
She  took  Irhh  linens;  Ireland  fed  her  fleets.  She  protefted  Irifli  trade;  Ire- 
land gave  her  foldiers.  There  Avas  no  nation  on  earth  aa  ould  not  be  proud  of 
their  connexion  on  the  fame  terms.  It  never,  therefore,  fliould  be  faid,  that 
the  dependence  Avas  folely  on  one  fide.  England  might  ruin  Ireland;  but  in 
doing  fo,  flie  AA^ould  deftroy  herfelf : and  Ihe  is  too  Avife  and  too  cunning  to 
fuppofe,  that  a AA’oundcd  limb  could  gh’e  vigor  to  an  enfeebled  body.  He 
faid,  that  on  the  abftraft  queftion  he  Avas  clear  and  decided;  the  difcuflion  of 
detail  admitted  a principle,  AA’hich  he  A\’as  determined  to  refift  by  eA’ery  means 
and  to  eA’ery  extremity.  He  declared  his  fentiinents  openly,  boldly,  and  de- 
cifively,  that  no  terms  Avhich  Great  Britain  could  grant,  no  favor  flie  could 
beftoAA',  could  form  any  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  their  independence  and 
fecLirity ; and  though  he  had  on  moft  fubjefts  freely  and  zealoufly  giA'en  his 
fupport  to  the  king’s  government,  on  that  queftion  no  earthly  confuleration 
could  ever  confole  him  for  furrendering  the  honor,  the  fccurity,  and  the 
liberties  of  his  country. 
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Sir  J.  Blaquiere  in  ftrong  terms  refifted  the  cliarges  of  undue  influence, 
and  corruption,  made  by  the  honorable  member  againfl,  the  adminiftration  ; 
obferving  how  completely  that  charge  was  refuted,  by  the  condLi6l;  and 
fpeeches  of  fo  many  gentlemen,  the  reputed  friends  of  government.  Was  it, 
he  afked,  poflible,  that  any  tranquillity  could  be  expefted  in  the  land,  whilfl; 
fo  many  caufes  of  difcontent  and  diflatisfa6tion  among  the  people  remained? 
W'^ere  not  the  Catholics  looking  for  emancipation ; the  Prefbyterians  for  re- 
form ; a great  bulk  of  the  people  for  a regulation  of  tithes?  Did  not  all  thefe 
difcontents  aggregated  together,  and  abetted  by  the  machinations  of  the 
united  focieties,  make  a formidable  enemy  in  their  bofom  ? There  were  not 
two  ways  of  meeting  it.  The  honorable  member  who  propofed  amend- 
ment, with  a flow  of  Rich  tranfcendant  eloquence,  as  had  feldom  been  heard 
in  that  houfe,  had  exprefsly  Rated,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  muft  oppofe 
the  Union.  He  knew  not  the  mind  of  Catholics  upon  the  fubje^l;  but  he 
fliould  fpeak  his  own  : — That  the  Roman  Catholics,  under  the  prefent  order 
of  things,  could  never  be  accommodated,  as  he  feared,  with  what  they  afked, 
without  imminent  danger  to  the  ProteRant  eRablifliment,  both  in  church 
and  Rate;  but  if  once  an  Union  fliould  be  adopted,  all  thofe  difficulties 
would  vanifli,  and  he  fliould  fee  none  in  granting  them  every  thing  they  de- 
fired.  What  the  fentiments  of  government  upon  that  fubje6l  were,  he  knew 
not;  he  fpoke  his  own. 

' Remove  thefe  difficulties,  unite  with  England,  and  fee  the  proud  ground 
on  which  Ireland  Avas  placed.  Ireland,  geographically  and  phyfically  con- 
fidered.  Rood  pre-eminently  before  all  other  nations,  the  fit  mark  or  empo- 
rium of  the  known  world.  She  embarked  in  the  inviting  commerce,  aided 
by  Englifli  capitals,  without  taxes,  and  without  a debt,  AvhilR  all  the  other 
nations  of  Europe  were  finking  under  their  burthens.  Peace  among  them- 
felves,  and  fecurity  againft  the  common  enemy,  was  all  he  defired : and  if 
any  man  Avould  fliew  other  means,  by  which  thofe  obje61s  could  be  obtained, 
he  would  vote  againft  the  Union; — but  gentlemen  knew  it  was  impoflible. 

Mr.  Dobbs  declared,  that  the  fyftem  of  governing  Ireland  by  corruption, 
had  filled  them  with  difguft  and  indignation.  The  horrors  of  the  late  re- 
bellion, and  the  dreadful  animofities  Rill  exifting,  inclined  them  to  liRen  to 
any  thing  likely  to  tranquillize  the  country.  He  had  never  for  a moment 
confidered  a legiflative  Union  but  an  evil;  and  he  had  only  hefitated  whe- 
ther, by  accepting  it,  he  might  not  avoid  a greater.  With  thefe  feelings,  he 
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had  given  the  fubje6t  a full  and  difpaffionate  inveftigation  ; the  refult  was  a 
decided  opinion,  that  Great  Britain  could  propofe  no  terms  that  Ireland 
ought  to  accede  to. 

The  noble  lord  had  faid,  if  it  be  the  wifh  of  the  people  and  parliament, 
that  the  meafure  fliould  be  adopted,  it  ought  to  be  acceded  to.  That  he  did 
not  deny.  But  that  fenfe  fhould  be  fully  afcertained,  without  compulfion, 
or  undue  influence  of  any  kind.  Now,  as  far  as  the  voice  of  the  people  had 
been  yet  colle6led,  it  was  decidedly  againft  it;  and  nothing  but  force,  ac- 
tual or  implied,  with  the  aid  of  undue  influence,  could  carry  the  meafure 
againft  Irifli  independence.  What  fignifled  declarations  of  confulting  par- 
liament and  the  people,  when  aftions,  the  beft  of  all  teftimonies,  fpoke  coercion 
and  undue  influence?  Two  gentlemen,  high  in  office,  had  been  turned  out, 
becaufe  they  exprelfed  a will  of  their  own  on  this  great  queftion,  in  terrorem 
to  all  who  held  offices,  from  which  they  could  be  difmifled.  He  had  a par- 
tiality for  the  prefent  adminiftration ; but  a condu6t  of  that  nature  would  turn 
that  partiality  into  enmity.  He  told  the  noble  lord,  that  if  the  meafure  were 
carried  by  fuch  means,  againft  the  public  fentiment,  he  was  not  uniting,  but 
feparating  the  two  countries. 

He  openly  avowed,  that  though  he  had  hitherto  been  the  Avarm  friend  of 
Englifli  connexion,  he  would  meditate  feparation,  from  the  moment  that  a 
legiflatiA^e  Union  fliould  be  carried  by  force,  whether  that  force  Avere  direct 
or  implied. 

Mr.  Knox  (member  for  PhilipftOAvn)  lamented,  that  that  accurfed  meafure 
had  long  been  the  favorite  object  of  that  minifter  in  England,  Avhofe  Avild  am- 
bition had  already  led  to  the  deftru6tion  of  empires  ; and  Avhich  then  fought  to 
annihilate  that  nation.  In  order  to  forivard  that  Avicked  fcheme,  great  pains 
had  been  taken  by  thofe,  Avho  managed  the  affairs  of  government  under  his 
guidance,  to  promote  and  keep  alive  among  the  people  eA'ery  diftin6tion  of 
party  and  religion,  all  differences  of  opinion  whether  in  politics  or  religion 
had  been  induftrioufly  fomented  and  encouraged,  and  eA’ery  means  taken  to 
diftra6l:  and  divide  the  inhabitants  of  that  land.  If  that  fatal  meafure  fliould 
ever  be  carried,  heneeforth  that  infulted,  degraded,  debafed  country  Avould 
be  made  a barrack,  a depot  from  Aidience  to  draAv  the  means  of  enflaving 
Great  Britain,  and  no  refource  left  to  faA’e  either  country  but  a revolution. 

Mr.  Hans  Hamilton  declared  that  an  Union  AV’as  a meafure  he  fliould  CA’er 
firmly  oppofe  within  thofe  walls  with  his  vote,  without  them  with  his  life ; but 
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he  forefaw  that  the  hour  was  at  Jiand,  that  Avould  prove  this  to  be  the  mofi: 
glorious  day  that  Ireland  had  ever  beheld,  and  that  would  enable  the  mem- 
bers to  go  forth  to  their  conftituents,  and  to  affure  them  they  were  repre- 
fented  by  an  Irilh  parliament,  that  never  would  betray  their  independance. 

Sir  J.  Freke  alfo  fpoke  in  fupport  of  the  amendment. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  felt,  that  in  juftice  to  himfelf  and  to  his  country  he 
ought  to  ftate  his  reafons  for  favouring  the  meafure  of  a legillative  Union 
with  great  Britain.  Fie  had  liftened  Avith  patient  attention  to  much  heated 
declamation,  but  had  heard  A ery  little  found  reafoning.  Fle  had  heard  im- 
putations caft  againft  his  fide  of  the  houfe,  that  might  haA^e  been  retorted,  but 
for  the  interference  of  more  refined  manners. 

His  lordlhip  trufted,  that  no  man  Ai^ould  decide  on  a meafure  of  fuch  im- 
portance as  that  in  part  before  the  houfe,  on  priA^ate  or  perfonal  motives;  for 
if  a decifion  AATre  thus  to  be  influenced,  it  AA’ould  be  the  moft  unfortunate 
that  could  ever  affe6l  the  country.  What  Avas  the  object  of  this  meafure,  but 
fuch  as  every  loyal  man,  Avho  really  loved  his  country,  muft  feel  the  ftrongeft 
attachment  to;  by  an  incorporation  of  their  legillature  Avith  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, it  AA'ould  not  only  confolidate  the  ftrength  and  glory  of  the  empire,  but 
it  Avould  change  their  internal  and  local  government  to  a fyftem  of  ftrength 
and  calm  fecurity,  inftead  of  being  a garrifon  in  the  ifland.  That  AA^as  but  a 
part  of  many  and  numerous  advantages,  Aidiich  the  ftage  of  the  bufmefs  did 
not  then  render  neceffary  to  be  entered  into,  and  Avhich  AV'ould  come  more 
fuitably  at  a future  period.  As  to  the  argument  of  the  parliament’s  incompe- 
tency to  entertain  the  queftion,  he  did  not  expert  to  hear  fuch  an  argument 
from  conftitutional  laAA^yers,  or  to  hear  advanced  the  pofition,  that  a legifla- 
ture  Avas  not  at  all  times  competent  to  do  that,  for  AA'hich  it  could  only  have 
been  inftituted  ; the  adoption  of  the  befl  means  to  promote  the  general  hap- 
pinefs  and  profperity.  After  the  melancholy  ftate,  to  AA’hich  that  country  had 
been  reduced,  his  majefty’s  minifters  AV'ould  feel  that  they  abdicated  their 
duty  to  the  empire,  if  they  did  not  ferioufly  confider  that  fiate  and  adopt 
the  belt  remedy  for  the  evils  Avdiich  it  comprifed.  It  a\  as  the  misfortune  of 
that  country  to  hav’e  in  it  no  fixed  principles,  on  Avhich  the  human  mind 
could  reft : no  one  ftandard,  to  Avhich  the  different  prejudices  of  the  country 
could  be  accommodated.  What  Avas  the  price  of  connection  at  prefent  Avith 
Great  Britain?  A military  eftablifimient  far  beyond  their  natural  means  of 
fupport,  and  for  Avhieh  they  Avere  indebted  to  Great  Britain,  Avhich  Avas  alfo 
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obliged  to  guarantee  their  public  loans.  It  M^as  not  by  flattery,  that  the 
country  could  be  fared.  Truth,  however  difagreeable  inuft  be  told  ; and  if 
Ireland  did  not  boldly  look  her  fituation  in  the  face  and  accept  that  Union 
whicli  would  ftrengthen  and  fecure  her,  flie  would  perhaps  have  no  alterna- 
tive, but  to  fink  into  the  embrace  of  French  fraternity.  You  talk,  faid  his 
lordfliip,  of  national  pride  and  independence,  but  where  is  the  folidity  of  this 
boaft?  You  have  not  the  Britifli  conftitufion,  nor  can  you  have  it  confidently 
with  yourprefent  fpecies  of  connexion  with  Great  Britain.  That  conftitution 
does  not, recognize  two  feparate  and  independent  legiflatures  under  one  ciomti. 
The  greater  country  muft  lead;  the  lefs  naturally  follow,  and  muft  be  practi- 
cally fubordinate  in  imperial  concerns:  but  this  necelfaiy  and  beneficial  ope- 
ration of  the  general  Mali  muft  be  preceded  by  eftablifliing  one  common 
intereft. 

As  the  pride  of  Ireland  advanced  v ith  her  M’ealth,  it  might  happen,  that 
file  M'ould  not  join  Great  Britain  in  her  wars.  It  was  only  a common  policy, 
that  would  make  that  certain.  Incorporate  with  Great  Britain,  and  you  have 
a common  intereft  and  common  means.  If  Great  Britain  call  for  your  fub- 
jection.  refift  it:  but  if  fiie  Mulh  to  unite  vith  you  on  terms  of  equality,  it  is 
madnefs  not  to  accept  the  offer.  Gentlemen  had  diftinguilhed  the  cafe  of 
Scotland  from  that  of  Ireland;  but  they  were  dire6tly  the  fame.  All  quef- 
tions  had  arguments  on  both  fides:  the  leaft  evil  M^as  to  be  chofen.  One 
obje6lion  to  the  meafure  M^as,  that  the  legiflature  would  not  be  local.  For 
that  reafon  the  meafure  Ihould  be  adopted.  With  a local  legiflature,  and  the 
prefent  divifion  of  the  people,  Ireland  could  not  go  on.  Other  objections 
arofe:  but  they  all  terminated  in  local  prejudice  or  pride,  and  all  of  them 
that  had  been  ftarted,  difeuffed  and  refuted  in  the  cafe  of  Scotland,  Abfen- 
tees  formed  another  ohjedion.  They  M'ould  be  fomeM'hat  increafed,  no 
doubt,  by  an  Union:  but  the  evil  M^ould  be  compenfated  by  other  advan- 
tages, and  among  them  by  the  growth  of  an  intermediate  clafs  of  men  he- 
tM'een  the  landlord  and  the  peafant : a clafs  of  men,  whofe  lofs  was  felt  in 
Ireland,  to  train  the  mind  of  the  lower  clafs.  Thefe  an  Union  M^ould  bring 
over  from  England.  They  M'ould  alfo  have  capital  from  thence.  And  as  to 
emigration,  the  difficulty  and  expence  M'’Ould  counteraft  that  evil.  At  all 
events,  thefe  inconveniencies  M'ould  be  but  a grain  of  fand  compared  M'ith  the 
advantages,  which  would  be  derived  from  internal  fecurity  and  their  groving 
together  in  habits  of  amity  and  affection, 
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He  concluded  by  profelTing  himfelf  attached  to  the  meafure  only  by  the 
love  of  his  country,  and  his  convi6lion  that  the  interefts  of  that  countiy 
would  be  promoted  permanently  and  effedlually  by  an  incorporation  of  the 
two  legiflatures. 

Colonel  Gilbert  King  felt  it  to  be  the  duty  he  owed  his  conftituents,  his 
country  and  himfelf  to  vote  for  the  amendment  and  againft  the  Union  when- 
ever it  ihould  be  brought  forward. 

IMr.  Plunket  fpoke  with  great  warmth.  He  congratulated  them  on  the, 
candid  avowal  of  the  noble  lord  who  juft  fat  down;  he  had  expofed  the  pro- 
ject in  its  naked  hideoufnefs  and  deformity;  he  had  told  them  that  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  facrificing  their  independence,  flowed  from  the  nature  of  their  con- 
nexion ; it  was  now  avowed  that  the  meafure  did  not  flow  from  any  temporary 
caufe;  that  it  was  not  produced  in  confequence  of  any  late  rebellion,  or  ac- 
cidental difturbance  in  the  country ; that  its  neceflity  did  not  arife  from  the 
danger  of  modern  political  innovations,  or  from  recent  attempts  of  wicked 
men  to  feparate  their  country  from  Great  Britain ; no,  they  were  now  in- 
formed by  the  noble  lord,  that  the  condition  of  their  flavery  was  engrafted 
on  the  principles  of  their  connexion,  and  that  by  the  decrees  of  fate  Ireland 
had  been  doomed  a dependant  colony  from  her  cradle.  After  that  barefaced 
avowal,  there  could  be  little  difference  of  opinion:  He  trufted  that  every  ho- 
neft  man,  who  regarded  the  freedom  of  Ireland  or  who  regarded  the  connex- 
ion with  England,  would  by  his  vote  on  that  night  refute  the  unfounded  and 
feditious  do6frine.  He  had  borne  arms  to  crufh  the  wretches  who  propagated 
the  falfe  and  wicked  creed,  “ that  Britifli  connexion  was  hoftile  to  Irifli  free- 
“ dom;”  and  he  Avas  now  called  on  to  combat  it,  coming  from  the  lips  of 
the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  adminiftration? 

The  freedom  of  difcuftion,  Avhich  had  taken  place  had  given  great  offence 
to  gentlemen  on  the  treafuiy  bench ; they  Avere  men  of  nice  and  pun6tilious 
honor,  and  they  Avould  not  endure  that  any  thing  fliould  be  faid  Avhich  im- 
plied a refle6fion  on  their  untainted  and  virgin  integrity.  They  threatened, 
faid  he,  to  take  doAvn  the  Avoi  ds  of  an  honorable  gentleman  Avho  had  fpoken 
before  him,  becaufe  they  conveyed  an  infinuation:  and  he  promifed  them  on 
that  occafion,  that  if  the  fancy  for  taking  doAvn  Avords  continued,  he  Avould 
indulge  them  in  it  to  the  top  of  their  bent.  He  Avas  determined  to  keep  his 
AAord  Avith  them:  he  Avould  not  infmuate,  but  directly  affert,  that  bafe  and 
Avicked  as  Avas  the  object  propofed,  the  means  ufed  to  effect  it  had  been  more 
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flagitious  and  abominable ! Did  they  choofe  to  take  down  bis  words?  Did  they 
dare  him  to  the  proof?  He  had  been  induced  to  think  that  they  had  at  the 
head  of  the  executive  government  in  that  country,  a plain  honeft  foldier,  un- 
accuftomed  to  and  difdaiuing  the  intrigues  of  politics,  and  who,  as  an  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  diredlnefs  and  purity  of  his  views,  had  chofen  for  his 
fecretary  a fimple  and  modeft  3-outh  (^Fuer  ingenid  vultus  ingenuique pudoris'y 
whofe  inexperience  was  the  voucher  of  his  innocence:  3'et  was  he  bold  to 
fa3%  that  during  the  vice-ro3’alty ‘of  that  unfpotted  veteran,  and  during  the 
adminiftration  of  that  unafliiming  ftripling,  within  the  laft  fix  weeks,  a fyf- 
tem  of  black  corruption  had  been  carried  on  M’itbin  the  walls  of  the  caftlc, 
which  would  difgrace  the  annals  of  the  worft  period  of  the  hiftoiy  of  cither 
country.  Did  they  choofe  to  take  down  his  words?  He  needed  to  call  no 
witnelfes  to  their  bar  to  prove  them.  He  faw  two  right  honorable  gentlemen 
fitting  within  thofe  walls,  who  had  long  and  faithfully  ferved  the  crown,  and 
who  had  been  difmiffed,  becaufe  they  dared  to  exprefs  a fentiment  in  favor  of 
the  freedom  of  their  country.  He  faw  another  honorable  gentleman,  who 
had  been  forced  to  refign  his  place  as  commiffioner  of  the  revenue,  becaufe 
he  refufed  to  co-operate  in  that  dirt3^  job  of  a dirt3'  adminiftration:  did  they 
dare  to  deny  this?  “ I fay  that  at  this  moment  the  threat  of  difmilfal  from 
“ office  is  fufpended  over  the  heads  of  the  members,  Avho  now  fit  around  me, 
“ in  order  to  influence  their  votes  on  the  queftion  of  this  night,  involving 
“ every  thing  that  can  be  facred  or  dear  to  man  : do  3’ou  defire  to  take  down 
“ my  words?  Utter  the  defire,  and  I will  prove  the  truth  of  them  at  3'our 
“ bar.  Sir,  I would  warn  3’ou  againft  tbe  confequences  of  carrying  this  mea- 
fure  b3’  fuch  means  as  this,  but  that  I fee  the  neceftaiy  defeat  of  it  in  the 
“ honeft  and  univerfal  indignation  which  the  adoption  of  fuch  means  excites: 
“ I fee  the  protedion  againft  the  wickednefs  of  the  plan,  in  the  imbecilit3' 
“ of  its  execution,  and  I congratulate  my  country,  that  when  a defign  was 
“ formed  againft  their  liberties,  the  profecution  of  it  was  entrufted  to  fuch 
“ hands  as  it  is  now  placed  in.”  He  then  entered  into  a veiy  wide  range  of 
the  fubjeft,  which  he  moft  violently  reprobated,  and  bitterly  inveighed  againft 
the  Britifli  miniftcr  for  having  adted  infidioiifl3’  towards  his  friend  and  ally  in 
the  hour  of  her  calamity  and  diftrefs.  At  a moment  when  Ireland  was  filled 
with  Britifli  troops,  where  the  lov*al  men  were  fatigued  and  exhaufted  bv'  their 
efforts  to  fubdue  rebellion ; efforts,  in  which  they  had  fucceeded  before  thofe 
troops  arrived,  whilft  their  Habeas  Corpus  a<5l  was  fufpended,  ivliilft  trials  113' 
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court  martial  M^re  carrying  on  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  whilft  the 
people  were  taught  to  think,  that  they  had  no  right  to  meet  or  to  deliberate, 
and  whilft  the  great  body  of  them  were  fo  palfied  by  their  fears,  and  worn 
down  by  their  exertions,  that  even  the  vital  queftion  was  fcarcely  able  to 
roufe  them  from  their  lethargy : at  a moment,  when  they  were  diftradted  by 
domeftic  diflentions:  diflentions  artfully  kept  alive  as  the  pretext  for  their 
prefen  t fubjugation,  and  the  inftrument  of  their  future  thraldom.  He  thanked 
adminiftration  for  the  meafure.  They  were  without  intending  it,  putting  an 
end  to  their  diflentions.  Through  that  black  cloud,  which  they  had  col- 
le61ed  over  them,  he  faw  the  light  breaking  in  upon  their  unfortunate  coun- 
try; they  had  compofed  dilfentions,  not  by  fomenting  the  embers  of  a lin- 
gering and  fubdued  rebellion,  not  by  hallooing  the  Proteftant  againft  the 
Catholic  and  the  Catholic  againft  the  Proteftant,  not  by  committing  the 
north  againft  the  fouth,  not  by  inconfiftent  appeals  to  local  or  party  preju- 
dices: no,  but  by  the  avowal  of  that  atrocious  confpiracy  againft  the  liber- 
ties of  Ireland,  they  had  fubdued  every  petty  feeling  and  fubordinate  diftinc- 
tion.  They  had  united  every  rank  and  defeription  of  men  by  the  preflure  of 
that  grand  and  momentous  fubjeft;  and  he  told  them,  that  they  would  fee 
every  honeft  and  independent  man  in  Ireland  rally  round  her  conftitution,  and 
merge  every  other  confideration  in  his  oppofition  to  that  ungenerous  and 
odious  meafure;  for  his  own  part,  he  would  refift  it  to  the  laft  gafp  of  his 
exiftence  and  with  the  laft  drop  of  his  blood,  and  when  he  felt  the  hour  of 
his  diflblution  approaching,  he  would,  like  the  father  of  Hannibal,  take  his 
children  to  the  altar  and  fwear  them  to  eternal  hoftility  againft  the  invaders 
of  their  country’s  freedom. 

Mr.  C.  Olhorne  fupported  the  Union,  on  the  firmeft  conviction  of  its  pro- 
priety and  neceflity  to  preferve  the  connexion  between  both  countries  and 
fecLire  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland. 

The  Right  Honorable  George  Ogle  execrated  the  principle  of  the  Union, 
and  would  oppofe  it  in  every  ftage. 

]\Ir.  Hardy  fpoke  largely  for  the  amendment.  Admitting  the  right  of  the 
people  to  call  for  an  Union,  who  (he  put  the  queftion),  except  the  corpora- 
tion of  Cork,  had  alked  for  it  ? Had  parliament,  or  either  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment, or  any  body  of  men  whatever?  Juft  the  reverfe : the  moft  refpedtable 
public  bodies,  with  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  the  law  at  their  head,  had  remon- 
ftrated  moft  ftrongly  againft  it.  They  never  had  any  plan  or  fyftem  for  the 
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government  of  Ireland,  but  confulted  merely  the  exigence  of  the  moment, 
and  no  more.  In  1792  they  fupported  the  Proteftants  ; at  the  latter  end  of 
that  year,  Dumourier's  arms  prevailed,  and  in  the  beginning  of  1793,  they 
favoured  the  Catholics.  In  1795  they  again  abandoned  them  ; and  thus  hav- 
ing gone  through  a variety  of  fchemes,  they  came  at  laft  to  the  extreme 
bound  of  their  policy,  and  propofed  anL^nion.  This,  they  thought,  was  to  clofe 
all  differences.  Suppofe  it  did  not,  and  he  was  certain  it  would  not,  what 
would  they  propofe  next  ? A diffolution  of  the  Union,  or  dragooning,  or 
what  ? 

IMr.  Cony  obferved,  that  gentlemen  were  bound  in  common  decency  to 
confider  the  fpeech  from  the  throne.  His  IMajeft}^  from  the  unfortunate 
complexion  of  affairs  in  that  country,  recommended  it  to  his  parliament  of 
Ireland  to  take  ineafures  for  confolidating  the  connexion  between  both  coun- 
tries, while  it  was  in  danger  of  being  diffolved  by  the  attempts  of  an  invading 
army,  and  the  machinations  of  domeftic  traitors. 

The  meafure  of  an  Union  was  propofed  for  difcuffion  only  ; and  though  he 
confidered  it  as  the  only  means  that  could  afford  fafety  to  Ireland,  and  fecu- 
rity  to  the  empire,  yet  if  it  Ihould  meet  the  difapprobation  of  the  houfe,  and 
of  the  people  without  doors,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  it  ought  to 
be  rejecfed.  However,  furely  gentlemen  would  give  it  the  difcuffion  it  de- 
ferved  ; for  a rejection  in  Umine  would  be  treating  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
with  difrefpc6t.  J\Ir.  Corry  concluded  with  an  earneft  entreaty  to  gentlemen 
to  confider  that  they  were  not  pledged  to  the  meafure  by  voting  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  Coote  expreffed,  that  warm  as  Avas  the  language  of  fome  gentlemen,  he 
would  not  agree  to  record  in  the  journals  an  interdict  to  the  difcuffion  and 
confideration  of  any  union  whatever  Avith  Great  Britain  ; on  the  other  Iiand, 
he  Avas  ready  to  pledge  himfelf  never  to  fupport  any  union  Avhich  did  not  meet 
the  decided  approbation  of  parliament,  and  of  the  people.  He  Avould  fay 
nothins:  of  the  detail  of  the  meafure:  but  the  conduftof  Great  Britain  in  the 
Scotch  Union,  affured  him,  that  the  detail  Avould  be  favourable  to  Ireland, 
and  that  leA’enue  Avould  not  be  the  objeft  of  Great  Britain  ; it  was  not  fo  in 
the  union  Avith  Scotland,  for  forty  years  Great  Britain  neA’er  gained  any  thing 
from  the  exchequer  of  Scotland.  The  Scottifli  union  Avas  brought  about  by 
the  Whigs  of  both  kingdoms  ; and  he  trufted  that  every  man  who,  Avifhed  Avell 
to  Avhiggifm,  AA'ould  confent  to  the  difcuffion  of  that  important  queftion  ; 
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which,  ill  his  judgment,  would  ftrengthen  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain, 
and  effentially  confolidate  the  pennanent  interefts  of  Ireland. 

JMr.  D.  B.  Daly  faid,  his  conftituents  had  given  in  their  opinion  boldly, 
like  Irilhmen,  determined  to  hazard  their  lives  and  properties  in  defence  of 
the  independence  of  the  legiflature  of  their  country ; and  he  would  venture 
his  life  and  property  in  defence  of  the  fame,  in  oppofition  to  an  Union. 

Colonel  O'Donnel  (in  a maiden  fpeech)  obferved,  had  he  not  been  deter- 
mined to  oppofe  fo  infamous  a meafure,  previous  to  his  coming  down  to  that 
houfe,  the  able  and  fpirited  arguments  ufed  that  night  by  the  oppofers  of  a 
Legiflative  Union,  would  make  him  anxious  to  have  his  name  enrolled  with 
fuch  a glorious  band  of  patriots.  On  one  fide  he  faw  oppofing  the  meafure, 
the  landed  intereft,  the  talents,  and  the  integrity  of  the  nation  : on  the  other 
fide,  he  beheld  it  fupported  by  placemen  and  penfioners  ; few  only  indeed  ex- 
cepted. Should  the  legiflativ'e  independence  of  Ireland  be  voted  aivay  by  a 
parliament,  which  was  not  competent  thereto,  he  fhould  hold  himfelf  dif- 
charged  from  his  allegiance  ; the  conftitution  would  be  violated,  and  he 
would  join  the  people  in  preferving  their  rights  ; he  would  ojjpofe  the  rebels 
in  rich  clothes  Avith  as  much  energy,  as  he  ever  had  the  rebels  in  rags. 

]\Ir.  Mahon  faid  he  was  no  placeman  or  penfioner,  but  by  mature  confider- 
ation  was  convinced  of  the  advantages,  both  to  Ireland  and  Great  Britain,  of 
a Legiflative  Union  betAveen  the  tAvo  countries. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  attended  to  the  inflrudlions  of  his  conftituents  on  this 
occafion,  becaufe  they  coincided  Avith  his  oAvn.  He  had  the  higheft  perfonal 
regard  for  the  Noble  Lord,  Avho  in  his  official  capacity  as  fecretary  had 
brought  forAA’ard  the  queftion,  fo  dcftru6tiA'e  and  detefted  by  the  Irilh  nation. 
He  Avas  forry  that  he  had  been  made  the  inflrument  to  bring  forwaird  fuch  a 
propofition.  For  the  minifter  of  England  he  entertained  the  higheft  refpect. 
He  had  been  ever  in  the  habits  of  fupporfmg  his  adminiftration,  from  an  ap- 
probation of  his  condudl,  and  an  admiration  of  his  abilities ; but  no  motives 
of  perfonal  regard,  not  even  to  his  deareft  and  neareft  connexions,  could  in- 
duce him  to  giv^e  a vote  in  parliament,  Avhereby  he  flibuld  conceive  himfelf 
acceflary  to  the  annihilation  of  the  legiflative  independence  of  his  country. 

Mr.  EdgeAvorth,  in  a fhort  fpeech,  delivered  his  fentiments  againft  the 
meafure,  and  concluded  AAdth  approving  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Egan  A\^ent  very  fully  into  the  queftion. 

Mr.  H.  Oiborne  faid  a fcAv  Avoids  in  fupport  of  the  amendment 
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Dr.  A.  Brown,  in  a very  pointed  manner  declared  Inmfelf  an  irreconcile- 
able  enemy  to  the  meafure  of  an  Union. 

Mr.  Ball  felt  confident  that  this  unconftitutional  and  profligate  meafure 
would  never  again  be  propounded  to  the  Irifli  parliament.  "Were  he  difpofed 
to  do  fo,  he  fliould  find  little  difficulty  in  proving,  that  the  evils  arifing  from 
it  were  certain,  inevitable  and  immediate ; fuch  as  muft  end,  at  no  very  re- 
mote period,  in  a total  feparation  from  England,  or  what  was  worfe,  in  a re- 
gular plan  of  government,  uniformly  and  fyftematically  enforced  againft  the 
will  of  the  people  by  military  coercion.  The  advantages  holden  out  as  likely 
to  accrue  from  it,  were  not  only  remote  and  precarious,  but  falfe,  imaginary, 
and  delufive  : and  that  even  if  the  meafure  Avere  in  itfelf  a good  one,  the  at- 
tempt to  precipitate  it  at  a time  of  general  commotion  and  public  alarm,  muft 
fuggeft  a fufpicion  to  the  nation  of  unfair  dealing,  and  lay  the  foundation  of 
incurable  jealoufies  for  ever. 

hlr.  jMartin  faid,  he  perfe6lly  agreed  to  every  part  of  the  addrefs,  and  dif- 
fented  from  the  amendment.  An  Union  upon  fair  and  equitable  terms  to  the 
country  he  believed  Avas  the  only  mean  betAA^een  an  oppreffive  ariftocracy,  and 
the  late  democratic  licentioufnefs  of  the  people.  He  Avas  forry  he  could  not 
agree  Avith  any  defcription  of  gentlemen  AAffio  oppofed  the  addrefs.  Some  he 
could  not  agree  Avith,  for  they  did  not  agree  Avith  themfelves  ; others  he  had 
uniformly  differed  from  ; but  he  differed  moft  from  them,  Avhen  they  oppofed 
thofe  meafures  of  mercy,  Avhich  Avere  the  firft  and  propitious  a6ls  of  his  Ex- 
cellency’s government ; a6ls  to  Avhich  they  OAved  their  prefent  exiftence  as  a 
nation,  and  Avhich  if  they  could  add  nothing  to  the  full  meafure  of  his  glory, 
did  more  to  fubdue  the  rebellion,  than  all  their  fanguinary  laAvs,  and  all  the 
permitted  exceffes  of  them,  Avhich  had  deluged  their  land  in  blood.  The  mea- 
fure had  the  approbation  of  his  head  and  heart. 

]\fr.  Holmes  alfo  fupported  the  original  address. 

Lord  Corry  felt  it  his  duty  to  deliver  his  decided  difapprobation  of  the 
meafure  as  difgraceful  to  the  country,  as  aa^cII  as  pregnant  AA’ith  every  poffible 
mifchief  to  its  conftitution,  commerce  and  manufa6lures;  he  AA^ould  therefore 
oppofe  it  in  every  ftage. 

Lord  Cole  folloAA^ed,  and  in  a A’ery  AA'arm  manner  condemned  the  meafure, 
and  pledged  himfelf  to  oppofe  it  in  every  fliape. 

IMr.  J.  M.  O’Donnel  never  Avould  confent  to  a meafure,  Avhich  he  termed, 
infamous,  Avicked,*  and  degrading.  He  denied  that  the  conftitution  Avas  an 
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article  to  be  bartered  for  ; be  denied  the  power  of  parliament  to  barter  or  dif- 
pofe  of  it,  on  any  terms ; and  he  publicly  afferted,  that  fhould  they  ever  be 
bafe  enough  to  do  fo,  the  people  would  have  a right  to  oppofe  it ; for  his  part 
he  would  oppofe  it  there  and  every  where ; if  his  oppofition  to  it  in  that  houfe 
fliould  not  be  fuccefsful,  he  would  oppofe  it  in  the  field  : it  was  no  common 
queftion  ; it  was  one  that  went  to  the  very  exiftence  of  his  country.  He  had 
made  up  his  mind  on  what  his  conduft  fliould  be ; he  fliould  either  live  free, 
or  fall  by  the  cut  of  fome  Heffian  fabre,  or  other  foreign  mercenary.  While 
he  had  exiftence  he  would  oppofe  it. 

Hon.  jMajor  Achefon  faid  he  would  oppofe  the  meafure  of  a Legiflative 
Union  as  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  Ireland,  and  would  fupport  the 
amendment. 

Sir  H.  Cavendifli  oppofcd  the  amendment. 

IMr.  iMaffey  fupported  the  original  addrefs,  and  oppofed  the  amendment. 

IMr.  W.  G.  Newcomen  not  having  been  inftructed  by  his  conftituents  to 
oppofe  the  meafure  of  an  Union,  confidered  himfelf  at  liberty  to  vote  for  its 
difculfion,  not  pledging  himfelf  however  to  any  future  fupport  of  the  queftion. 

Hon.  James  Butler  oppofed  the  amendment. 

]\Ir.  Attorney  General  went  into  remote  hiftory  to  diew,  that  Ireland  had  for- 
merly fent  members  to  the  Englifli  parliament ; that  a refident  parliament  was 
inefficient  to  obtain  for  that  kingdom  real  legiflative  freedom  ; and  that  cir- 
cumftanced  as  they  Avere,  in  danger  from  foreign  and  internal  foes,  an  incor- 
porated Union  with  England  was  abfolutcly  neceffary  for  their  own  fecurity 
and  that  of  the  empire. 

Colonel  Bagwell  declared  his  feutiments  to  be  againft  an  L^nion. 

i\Ir.  Richard  Dawfon  gave  his  decided  difapprobation  of  tbe  meafure,  and 
fupported  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Saunderfon,  as  an  independent  Irifh  country  gentleman,  would  oppofe 
the  Union  in  every  ffiape. 

IMr.  Trench  obferved  that,  fcarcely  allowed  time  to  breathe  after  having- 
fupprefTed  a cruel  and  unnatural  rebellion,  they  were  called  upon  to  decide  on 
a queftion  of  unparalleled  magnitude ; and  any  decifion  on  that  great  point 
would  be,  in  his  mind,  premature,  till  the  Avifhes  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  were  fully  and  fufficiently  known ; Avithout  their  confent  either  ex- 
preffed  or  implied  by  their  acquiefcence,  the  legiflature  ought  not,  they  had 
no  right  to  make  a radical  change  in  the  conftitution.  The  people  had  not 
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yet  hatl  time  to  make  their  feiitiments  known  ; fome  few  counties  had  in- 
deed inftructed  their  reprefentatives ; the  northern  counties  were  filent ; the 
Ibuth  and  weft  were  filent.  The  Prefbyterians  in  tlie  nortli,  and  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  South  and  weft,  a numerous  and  refpedable  part  of  the  com- 
munity, had  not  yet  declared  their  fentiments  ; they  fcemed  to  hold  back 
with  a refpedtful  deference,  till  they  ftiould  underhand  the  fubjeft  better. 

Under  thcfe  circumftances,  he  could  not  approve  of  either  the  original  ad- 
drefs  or  the  amendment ; the  one  tended  to  approve  of  the  principle  of 
Union,  and  the  other  to  preclude  any  difcuflion  of  the  fubjedt ; he  ultimately 
voted  for  the  original  addrefs. 

Sir  Edward  O’Brien  declared  he  would  oppofe  the  meafure  of  an  L^nion 
whenever  propofed,  and  voted  for  the  amendment. 

IMr.  S.  Moore  fupported  the  original  addrefs,  and  oppofed  the  amendment. 

]\Ir.  R.  Archdall  was  againft  the  amendment,  and  intreated  the  houfe  not 
to  refufe  their  confideration  of  the  queftion,  and  faid,.that  for  his  own  part, 
when  the  day  for  calling  the  houfe,  announced  by  the  noble  lord  near  him, 
(Tyrone)  ftiould  arrive,  he  would  not  be  afraid  to  meet  the  projiofition,  and 
to  confider  it,  and  difpofe  of  it,  as  it  might  deferve. 

IMr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby  had  no  hefitation  in  declaring  the  very  propofal  of 
Union  an  attack  on  the  conftitution  of  Ireland,  that  argued  unpardonable 
temerity ; he  would  therefore  oppofe  it  in  every  form  and  ftage. 

Mr.  Arthur  IMoor  would  not,  by  giving  a filent  vote  on  that  important 
morning,  (then  t6n  o’clock)  appear  temporifing  or  lukewarm  in  a caufe,  in 
which  he  was  as  willing  to  perifti  as  to  fpeak ; he  was  very  perfonally  fevere 
on  Mr.  Coote,  the  member  for  Queen’s  County,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have 
received  promotion  to  a colonelcy  on  the  preceding  day,  for  voting  againft 
the  inftru6lions  of  his  conftituents.  Sir  John  Parnell  was  his  colleague  for 
Queen’s  County,  which  drew  more  attention  to  the  colonel's  vote.  He  thus 
fpoke.  “ But  the  honorable  gentleman  (I  beg  pardon  of  the  honorable  co- 
“ lonel)  is  not  only  determined  to  vote,  but  has  ventured  to  fpeak  in  favor 
“ of  this  ruinous  project,  and  of  his  own  principles  of  a61ion ; and  the  ho- 
“ norable  gentleman  (I  beg  pardon  again  of  the  honorable  colonel)  atks 
“ with  a voice  of  triumph,  infpired  I prefume  by  the  authority  of  his  new 
“ command,  how  will  gentlemen  quiet  the  country?  How  will  they  put  an  end 
“ to  the  dilfentions  by  which  it  is  torn,  but  by  the  meafure  recommended 
“ from  the  throne?  I will  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  (I  again  beg  pardon 
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“ of  the  honorable  colonel)  I run  into  thofe  miftakes  from  want  of  ufe,  as  I 
“ underfland  the  honorable  colonel’s  commiffion  is  no  older  than  yefterday. 
“ I will  tell  the  honorable  colonel  how  the  country  may  be  quieted,  and  how 
“ it  is  poffible  to  put  an  end  to  her  diifentions,  and  that  too  by  the  moft 
“ conftitutional  means  ; by  independent  men  fuch  as  the  honorable  colonel, 
“ not  prefuming,  when  the  conftitution  is  at  Rake,  to  difobey  the  inftrudtions 
“ of  their  conftituents  ; by  fuch  men  as  the  honorable  colonel,  holding  them- 
“ felves  above  the  allurements  of  office  or  promotion,  when  honeft  and  vir- 
“ tuous  men  are  removed  for  daring  to  advife  and  to  a6l  for  the  public  good, 
“ and  when  it  may  be  difgraceful  and  degrading  both  in  point  of  the  time 
“ and  the  conditions,  to  accept  of  any  favor  from  thofe  in  power.  If  the 
“ reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  Ireland  will  a6t  that  part,  the  honorable  co- 
“ lonel  will  then  fee,  that  he  is  grofly  in  error,  when  he  calls  the  independence 
“ of  Ireland  a phantom.”  He  concluded  a long  and  animated  fpeech  by  re- 
peating his  opinion,  that  parliament,  unlefs  authorized  by  the  explicit  une- 
quivocal fenfe  of  the  people,  had  no  right  to  confent  to  the  meafure  of  a le- 
giflative  union  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  if  it  ffiould  adopt  fuch  a meafure 
againft  the  confent  of  the  people,  there  was  no  inherent  moral  right  in  the  le- 
giflature  fo  to  do,  by  which  the  nation  would  be  bound  to  adopt  the  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  Odell  oppofed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  William  Smith  at  fo  late  an  hour  (then  about  noon)  would,  with  a 
view  to  brevity,  fubftitute  affertion  in  the  place  of  argument.  As  every 
lawyer  who  had  rifen  to  oppofe  the  meafure,  had  thought  proper,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  proteft  againft  the  authority  of  parliament  to  achieve  it,  he  rofe 
as  a lawyer,  to  record  his  diffent  from  what  he  conceived  to  be  fo  unfounded, 
and  fo  mifchievous  a do6trine.  He  rofe  explicitly  to  declare  his  decided 
opinion,  that  parliament  was  as  competent  to  conclude  an  union,  as  it  was 
to  ena6t  a turnpike  bill.  He  meant  not  to  detraft  from  the  importance  of 
the  former  great  imperial  arrangement,  or  to  infinuate,  that  the  fenfe  of  the 
community  upon  it  was  not  deferving  of  their  moft  ferious  attention ; he 
meant  only  to  aflert  the  theoretic,  conftitutional  competence  of  the  Iriffi 
legiflature. 

^Ir.  Stewart,  of  Killymoon,  declared  himfelf  in  favor  of  Mr.  Ponfonby’s 
amendment. 

Colonel  Uniacke  oppofed  the  amendment,  as  did  Mr.  Staples. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Serjeant  Stanley  fupported  the  addrefs  to  the  king  in  its  original  form. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townfend  replied  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Stanley  and  to  Mr.  William 
Smith.  He  would  oppofe  the  Union  projected  by  every  poflible  means  : it 
was  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Ireland.  As  a conftitutional  queftion  it  was  ut- 
terly untenable,  as  a matter  of  policy  it  was  ruinous  to  the  peace,  honor,  free- 
dom, and  real  interefts  of  that  kingdom  as  well  as  Great  Britain. 

Sir  L.  Parfons  faid,  that  at  that  late  hour  he  did  not  rife  to  fpeak  to  the 
queftion  at  large.  The  fentiment  of  the  nation  was  now  fo  decidedly  evinced, 
by  the  fenfe  of  the  independent  gentlemen  in  the  houfe  againft  an  union,  that 
he  hoped  the  ininifter  would  never  give  him  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking 
to  the  fubje6l  again,  but  would  abandon  it.  If  however  he  thould  further 
perfevere,  Sir  Lawrence  would  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  fpeaking  his 
fentiments  fully,  and  ftiould  now  content  himfelf  with  declaring  his  decided 
difapprobation  of  the  meafure. 

Mr.  L.  IMorres  oppofed  the  amendment ; as  did  alfo  Mr.  H.  D.  Grady. 

The  honorable  G.  Knox  faid,  that  he  ftiould  referve  himfelf  for  a full  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  important  queftion  in  agitation,  until  it  came  more  dire6tly  be- 
fore the  houfe.  At  prefent  he  merely  rofe  to  ftate,  that  nothing  which  he 
had  heard  that  night,  had  produced  the  ftighteft  alteration  in  the  fentiments 
which  he,  in  common  with  his  confdtuents  (the  college),  was  known  to  en- 
tertain upon  the  fubje6t. 

Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  replied  to  the  principal  arguments  advanced  from  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe,  and  clofed  the  longeft  and  moft  interefting  debate 
ever  heard  within  thofe  walls,  by  conjuring  gentlemen  not  to  be  calculating 
on  the  probable  effe6t  of  their  vote,  but  for  every  man  to  a6l  as  if  engaged 
in  a battle,  where  the  vi6tory  depended  on  his  Angle  arm  ; ever  holding  in 
remembrance,  that  conqueft  does  not  always  depend  on  numbers ; a fmall 
and  virtuous  band  of  Spartans  having  faved  the  liberties  of  Greece,  and  a 
gallant  ofiicer  (Verreker,  member  for  Limerick,)  ftopped  the  progrefs  of  an 
invader  in  their  own  country,  with  his  fmall,  but  brave  band  of  200  men. 
He  concluded  by  declaring,  that  never  in  the  courfe  of  his  life  did  he  feel 
Rich  delightful  fentiments,  as  that  moment,  when  he  contemplated  the  virtue 
and  fpirit,  the  proud  integrity  difplayed  by  the  gentlemen,  with  whom  he 
then  had  the  honor  of  a6ting,  and,  he  trufted,  of  clofing  in  honeft  victory  an 
honeft  conteft.  He  omened  great  and  folid,  and  pemianent  advantages  and 
bleflings  to  the  country,  from  the  fcene,  which  that  day  and  the  preceding 
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night  had  been  difplayed  in  the  Iiifli  Houfe  of  Commons — not  the  “ Perma- 
nent Arrangements”  glanced  at  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,’  but  fuch  as 
would,  in  fecuring  the  honor  and  independence  of  Ireland,  contribute  moil 
effeftually  to  the  ftrength  and  glory  of  the  empire. 

The  houfe  divided. 

Ayes  - - . _ 105 

Noes  - - - - 106 

Majority  ] 

This  firft  debate  on  the  Union,*  which  afforded  to  the  minifter  the  unfa- 
tisfa6tory  vidory  of  a majority  of  one  voice,  lafled  twenty- two  hours : th& 
houfe  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  of  the  morning  of  the  24th.  During  the 
whole  of  this  firft  debate  the  avenues  to  the  houfe  were  crowded  with  perfons 
awaiting  the  refult  of  the  debate,  which  though  the  queftion  were  loft,  was 
confidered  as  a victory  by  the  Anti-Unionifts,  and  proclaimed  as  fuch  by  va- 
rious demonftrations  of  joy  through  the  metropolis.  Some  outrages  and  in- 
fults  Avere  offered  to  members  fuppofed  to  be  Unionifts  as  they  went  into  oi' 
came  out  of  the  houfe.  When  on  the  2’4th  of  the  month  the  addrefs  was  re*- 
ported,  on  the  reading  that  fpart  of  it,  Avhieh  related  to  an  Union,  Sir  L. 
Parfons  objected  to  the  paragraph,  as  pledging  the  houfe  under  a metapho- 
rical exprefiion  to  admit  the  principle  of  a Legiflative  Union.  Before  1782, 
Avhen  Ireland  was  ftruggling  for  her  independency,  and  the  Englifli  govern- 
ment contending  againft  it,  the  confequence  was,  that  all  the  principal  pei-^ 

* I have  been  more  minute  in  the  report  of  this  firft  debate,  than  it  may  be  necelTary  in  future, 
in  order  to  Ihew  the  difpofition,  temper,  and  opinions  of  thofe,  who  oppofed  and  who  fupported  the 
meafure  of  Union  j and  alfo  faithfully  to  put  the  reader  in  polTeftion  of  the  weight  of  argument  on 
each  fide.  It  muft  be  impartially  allowed,  that  in  this  firft  conteft,  talent,  energy,  and  inde- 
pendence preponderated  on  the  fide  of  the  minority. 

f This  paragraph  relating  to  the  Union  was  as  follows.  “ The  unremitting  aft'tvity,  with  which 
“ our  enemies  perfevere  in  their  avowed  defign  of  endeavouring  to  effect  a feparation  of  this  king- 
dom  from  Great  Britain,  muft  conftantly  engage  our  raoft  earneft  attention  5 and  as  your  majefty 
“ has  condefeended  to  exprefs  an  anxious  hope,,  tliat  this  circumftance,  joined  to  the  fentiment  of 
“ mutual  affeftion  and  common  intereft,  may  difpofe  the  parliament  in  both  kingdoms  to  provide 
" the  moft  efte(5tual  means  of  maintaining  and  improving  a connexion  eftential  to  their  common 
“ fecurity,  and  of  confolidating  as  far  as  poflible,  into  one  firm  and' lafting  fabric,  the  ftrength, 
“ the  power,  and  the  refources  of  the  Britilh  empire,  we  (hall  not  fail  to  give  the  fulleft  confidera- 
" tion  to  a communication  of  fuch  momentous  importance.” 
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ions  in  official  fituations  at  that  time,  by  voting  continually  with  the  ini- 
nifter  againft  their  national  claims,  became  fo  odious  and  were  fo  blackened 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  that  even  after  they  had  obtained  their  indepen- 
dency, the  people  could  place  no  confidence  in  government  compofed  of 
thofe  men,  who  had  fo  long  refifted  it.  Sixteen  years  had  removed  many 
of  thefe  men,  and  nearly  obliterated  the  recolledtion  of  thefe  old  conflidts : 
and  juft  at  the  time  that  it  might  be  hoped,  that  a government  well  con- 
ducted might  poflefs"  the  public  confidence,  this  unfortunate  meafure  of  an 
Union  was  now  brought  forward,  reviving  political  controverfies,  kindling 
anew  political  jealoufies  between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  debafing  and  black- 
ening all  the  official  men  in  high  fituations  here,  in  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple; for  never,  never  could  the  people  of  Ireland  place  confidence  in  an  ad- 
miniftration,  compofed  of  men,  who  on  this  occafion  had  fiiewn  their  promp- 
titude to  betray  the  deareft  rights  and  privileges  of  their  country.  No  ! 
they  were  blackened  and  blackened  for  ever  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land ! Yet  the  independent  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  in  defpite  of  all  tlie  direct 
and  indirect  means,  which  had  been  employed  to  pervert  them  on  this  occa- 
fion, have  proved  to  the  nation,  that  their  prefent  independent  parliamentary 
conftitution  was  dearer  to  them,  than  their  lives,  and  that  it  is  but  Avith 
tlieir  lives  that  they  would  ever  furrender  it:  there  was  not  in  the  world  a more 
open,  warm-hearted,  grateful,  and  unfufpe6ting  people,  than  the  people  of 
Ireland.  This  unfortunate  and  ill-advifed  attempt,  however,  muft  deftroy  in 
them  all  future  confidence  towards  the  government,  as  long  as  it  was  confti- 
tuted  of  thofe  men,  who  on  that  occafion  had  been  fo  forward  to  facrifice 
tlie  rights  of  their  country,  even  though  that  day  fiiould  put  a complete  ter- 
mination to  the  fatal  proje6t ; for  they  might  reft  affured,  it  was  neceflary 
that  they  Ihould  put  it  down  decifively,  otherwife  that  country  would  con- 
tinue in  a fiate  of  ferment  and  agitation,  every  day  more  and  more  prejudicial 
to  the  connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms.  The  noble  lord  had  admitted, 
that  Ireland  mult  lofe  fomewhat  by  the  increafe  of  abfentees,  but  faid,  that 
lofs  would  be  countervailed  by  the  number  of  Englilh  merchants  and  manu- 
fa6turers  that  would  come  and  fettle  there.  He  reprefented  them  immedi- 
diately  covering  the  face  of  the  whole  ifland,  and  producing  every  where  a 
new  and  valuable  middle  order  of  men.  The  fame  had  been  laid  in  the  Ame- 
rican war,  when  they  obtained  a free  trade,  but  no  Englilliman  came  to  fettle 
there  in  confeejuence.  He  then  replied  to  fome  other  arguments  raifed  in 
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favor  of  the  Union,  particularly  to  that  of  the  attorney  general,  who  had 
faid,  that  the  parliament  during  the  firft  three  reigns  after  the  eftablifliment 
of  the  Englifh  there,  fat  in  England,  and  that  there  was  then  a kind  of  union. 
If  it  were  fo,  that  would  be  of  little  import  at  the  prefent  day ; the  confide- 
ration  being  not  what  the  conftitution  was  then,  but  what  it  now  is.  He 
held  however  in  his  hand  a decifive  document  againft  that  alTertion  of  the 
attorney  general.  It  was  the  anfwer  of  the  Irifli  parliament  to  Edward, 
when  fummoned  by  him  to  England.  He  iliewed  what  the  conftitution 
was,  and  alfo  what  the  fpirit  was,  which  animated  the  Irilh  parliament  at 
that  day. 

“ The  nobles  and  commons  unanimoully  and  with  one  voice  declared,  that 
“ according  to  the  rights,  privileges,  liberties,  laws,  and  cuftoms  of  the  land 
“ of  Ireland  enjoyed  from  the  time  of  the  conqueft  of  faid  land,  they  are  not 
“ bound  to  fend  any  perfons  from  the  land  of  Ireland  to  the  parliament  or 
“ couneil  of  our  lord  the  king  in  England  as  the  writ  requii'es.  Notwith- 
“ ing  on  account  of  their  reverence,  and  the  neceffity  and  prefent  diftrefs  of 
“ the  faid  land,  they  have  elected  reprefentatives  to  repair  to  the  king,  and 

to  treat  and  confult  with  him  and  his  council ; referving  to  themfelves  the 
“ power  of  yielding  or  agreeing  to  any  fubfidies.  At  the  fame  time  proteft- 
“ ing,  that  their  compliance  is  not  hereafter  to  be  taken  in  prejudice  to  the 
“ rights,  privileges,  laws,  and  cuftoms,  which  the  lords  and  commons  from 
“ the  time  of  the  conqueft  of  the  land  of  Ireland  have  enjoyed.” 

Thus  at  a time  of  great  exigency,  they  confentcd  for  once  to  go ; but 
knowing,  that  mingled  with  the  parliament  of  England,  they  muft  be  out- 
numbered ; and  fo  that  great  fubfidies  might  be  impofed  on  their  own  coun- 
try againft  their  confent,  they  previoufty  declared,  that  they  referved  to 
themfelves  alone  the  power  of  raifmg  any  contributions  on  the  people ; and 
they  concluded,  that  their  compliance  on  that  occafion  lliould  never  be 
brought  as  a precedent  for  any  future  day. 

Were  the  Union  ever  fo  good  a meafure,  why  bring  it  forward  at  that 
time?  Was  it  not  evidently  to  take  advantage  of  England’s  ftrength  there, 
and  their  own  internal  weaknefs  ? It  was  always  in  times  of  divifion  and 
difafter,  that  a nation  availed  itfelf  of  the  infirmities  of  its  neighbour,  to  ob- 
tain an  unjuft  dominion.  That  Great  Britain  fhould  delire  to  do  fo,  he  did 
not  much  wonder  ; for  what  nation  did  not  defire  to  rule  another  ? Nor  was 
he  furprifed,  that  there  Ihould  be  fome  among  them  bafe  enough  to  confpire 
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with  her  in  doing  fo ; for  no  country  could  expe6l  to  be  fo  fortunate  as  not  to 
have  betrayers  and  patricides  among  its  citizens.  But  if  that  affembly,  the 
chofen  prote6lors  of  the  people’s  rights,  fliould  agree  thus  to  betray  them, 
that  indeed  would  be  matter  of  fuch  furprize  and  indignation,  that  he  wanted 
mind  to  conceive,  or  language  to  exprefs  it.  So  natural  was  it  for  a nation 
to  incroach  upon  the  rights  of  another,  at  the  time  that  it  was  weakened 
and  diftreffed,  and  fo  clearly  was  the  defign  of  England  manifefted  by  their 
hiftory,  Englifli  ufurpations  continually  treading  upon  the  heels  of  Irilli  in- 
firmity. In  the  American  war,  however,  Ireland  burft  the  chain  of  thofe 
ufurpations — how  ? by  her  ])arliament.  It  was  her  own  parliament  then, 
aided  and  urged  by  a high-fpirited  people,  whofe  hearts  throbbed  with  li- 
berty, and  whofe  hands  were  ftrong  with  voluntary  arms.  It  was  there, 
within  thofe  walls,  that  this  affembly,  the  organ  of  the  popular  will,  put  forth 
its  voice,  and  demanded  the  freedom  of  their  conftitution,  and  the  uncon- 
trolled, legiflative,  and  fupreme  authority  of  the  land.  It  \vas  here  before 
the  breath  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  that  the  ufurping  domination  of 
England  bowed  its  head  and  dropped  the  fceptre  of  its  power,  and  therefore 
it  was,  that  her  parliament  was  to  be  utterly  dellroyed,  root  and  branch, 
not  a fibre  of  it  left  in  the  land,  left  it  fhould  grow  again  and  fhoot,  fpread 
and  flourilh,  and  left  Ireland  at  fome  hallowed  moment  fliould  once  more 
through  the  medium  of  that  affembly  recover  its  freedom.  Annihilate  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  ; that  is  the  cry  that  came  acrofs  the  water.  Now  is 
the  time — Ireland  is  weak — Ireland  is  divided — Ireland  is  appalled  by  civil 
war — Ireland  is  covered  with  troops, martial  law  brandifhes  its  fword  through- 
out the  land — now  is  the  time  to  put  down  Ireland  for  ever — now  ftrike  the 
blow — who? — is  it  you?  Will  you  obey  that  voice  ? Will  you  betray  your 
country  ? 

Lord  Caftlereagh  difclaimed  any  defire  to  re-argue  the  queftion  fo  exten- 
■fively  debated  on  Tuefday ; the  object  of  the  honorable  baronet  was  to  ex- 
punge this  paragraph  from  the  addrefs,  and  to  that  only  he  would  fpeak. 
What  did  the  paragraph  imply  to  any  man,  who  took  the  pains  of  reading 
it?  Nothing  more  than  the  readinefs  of  the  houfe  to  enter  into  the  confi- 
deration  of  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  be  moft  likely  to  confolidate  the  ftrength 
of  the  empire?  Could  any  man  deny,  that  that  was  a defirable  6bje6l  ? or 
could  any  man  expeft,  that  fuch  a metaphorical  expreftioii  would  be  laid  hold 
of  to  imply,  that  by  it  that  houfe  was  fpecifically  pledged  to  the  meafure  of 
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an  Union?  It  was  urged,  that  the  perfon  reprefen  ting  government  in  that 
iioufe  had  not  declared  pofitively  to  the  houfe,  that  he  would  not  again  bring 
forward  the  qucftion  that  felTion.  Could  that  he  a motive  for  refufing  aflent 
to  the  paragraph  ? What  was  the  declaration  made  by  that  perfon  ? that  he 
would  look  to  the  fenfe  of  parliament  and  of  the  nation,  and  give  it  its  fair 
•weight,  in  the  prudential  confideration  of  re-agitating  the  queftion.  But  con- 
vinced, as  he  was,  that  the  meafure  was  one  of  great  and  important  advan- 
tage, he  would  never  lofe  fight  of  it;  and  if  he  felt  that  convi6lion,  he  fliould 
defert,  bafely  defert  his  duty,  were  he  influenced  by  clamor  to  abandon  it. 
He  had  not  pledged  himfelf  to  renounce  it  for  the  feffion ; but  he  was  pledged 
by  a ftronger  tie  ; his  attention  to  the  opinion  of  parliament  and  the  coun- 
.try  ; had  it  been  neceffary  to  bind  him  by  fuch  a promife,  had  he  been  fu.ch 
a’perfon  as  nothing  but  an  extorted  confent  could  bind,  how  eafy  Avould  it 
be  for  the  minifter  to  elude  fuch  a promife ; how  eafily,  if  the  fenle  of  the 
country  fliould  change,  would  he  be  able,  by  a prorogation,  to  put  an  end 
to  that  feflion,  and  propofe  the  meafure  in  a neAV  one  ? Was  the  parliament 
fo  diftruflful  of  itfelf  as  to  find  fuch  a promife  neceffary  ? Was  it  fo  afraid  of 
the  change  of  fentiment  in  the  country,  as  to  wifli  to  tie  up  Rs  own  hands 
againfl;  the  meafure  ? If  it  were  fo,  might  not  fuch  a parliament  be  fent 
back  to  its  conftituents,  if  it  were  frantic  enough  to  bind  itfelf  by  a rcfo- 
lution,  which  might  render  it  neceflarily  regardlefs  of  the  voice  and  intereff 
of  the  country  ? Parliament  had  at  all  times  the  power  of  difmifling  from  im- 
mediate difcuflion  any  meafure  propofed,  but  it  could  not  exclude  future  dif- 
cuflion  ; it  was  the  duty  of  the  minifter  to  ofl'er  whatever  he  thought  for  the 
national  advantage ; by  the  confdtution,  he  could  not  be  precluded  from 
propofing  fuch  meafures ; it  Aras  his  imperative  duty,  Avhicli  he  mufl  dif- 
charge.  Had  fuch  been  the  opinion,  or 'fuch,  the  rule  of  parliament, 
they  Avould  not  haA’e  the  Britilh  conftitution.  Were  party  cabal  or  party 
trick  to  influence  his  exercife  of  duty,  they  Avould  not  enjoy  that  confritu- 
tion;  for  by  the  Britifli  conftitution  the  origination  of  great  national  mea- 
fures Avas  placed  in  the  croAvn.  Had  it  been  heretofore  in  the  poAver  of 
party  cabal  to  refill  even  the  inveftigation  of  fuch  meafures,  Avould  that 
conftitution  haA^e  been  Avhat  it  is?  Were  a Britifli  minifter  to  be  influenced 
by  Round  Robins  and  cabals,  by  combinations,  to  Avithhold  from  men,  on 
account  of  their  political  condudl,  the  bread  due  to  their  profeffional  labours, 
the  Britifli  empire  Avould  not  be  in  the  glorious  fituation,  in  Avhich  it  then 
' * flood. 
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Itooc).  If  this  country,  faid  his  lordfliip,  be  to  be  governed  by  combination, 
it  was  brought  to  abfolute  ruin.  Government  had  been  charged  with  dif- 
miffing  its  fervants  for  political  opinions.  It  was  the  right  and  privilege  of 
government  to  do  fo.  If  the  minifter  muft  retain  thofe  perfons,  Avho  are 
hoftile  to  his  meafures,  becaufe  fuch  is  the  will  of  a faction,  the  conftitutional 
power  of  the  crown,  and  with  it  the  conftitution  itfelf  were  at  an  end.  What 
kind  of  an  oppofition  had  been  arranged  againR  the  meafure?  Some  of  the 
very  men,  who,  by  attempting  to  degrade  and  vilify  parliament,  had  given 
a pretext  to  traitors  and  rebels.  What  were  the  laft  words  of  the  perfon 
now  moft  forward,  upon  his  feceding  from  the  houfe?  “ That  the  parlia- 
“ ment  Avas  fo  loft  to  every  conftitutional  principle,  that  he  was  afliamed 
“ to  continue  to  fit  in  it,  and  therefore  abandoned  his  duty;”  this  was  his 
laft  expreflion.  What  Avas  the  laft  eftbrt  of  his  public  life?  To  aftimilate 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  the  government  of  France,  to  carve  out  the 
country  into  French  departments,  and  by  a fyftem  of  reprefen tation  Avhich 
had  deftroyed  France,  to  introduce  anarchy  and  maftacre  into  that  country. 
After  failing  in  this  proje(5t  from  the  fpirit  and  good  fenfe  of  parliament,  did 
he  not  ftirink  from  the  conteft  excited  by  his  oavii  principles  and  his  OAvn 
example?  Had  the  loyal  gentlemen,  Avho  noAV  ftrangely  voted  with  him 
and  his  party,  fo  forgotten  all  thefe  circumftances;  had  they  fo  loft  the 
recolle6tion  of  thofe  calamities,  that  they  could  look  to  him  and  his  friends 
Aiith  confidence  for  the  future  goA^ernment  of  that  country?  It  Aras  im- 
poffible.  The  phrenzy  of  a moment  might  haAe  feduced  them  into  fuch 
Itrange  company;  their  returning  good  fenfe  would  permit  them  to  look 
upon  it  as  it  deferved.  Another  defeription  of  the  opponents  of  that  mea- 
fure Avas  of  a A'cry  oppofite  kind  indeed  to  that  perfon  and  his  friends.  They 
were  the  men,  avIio,  in  the  time  of  danger,  ftood  foi’Avard  like  men  to  refeue 
their  country  from  the  confequences  produced  by  thofe  who  Avere  their 
allies.  But  thofe  men  never  could  fo  far  forget  the  common  object — the 
connexion  with  Great  Britain  (for  Avhich  both  fides  Arere  labouring,  though 
Avith  different  opinions  as  to  means),  fo  far  to  difgrace  themfeh’es  bA’  acting 
Avith  thofe,  Avho  Avifhed  to  debafe  parliament  and  deftroy  their  conftitution. 
.Let  thofe  loyal  gentlemen  affure  themfelves  that  they  could  never  raife  thofe 
perfons  to  their  OA\  n proud  rank,  though  they  might  unhappily  degrade 
themfelA'es  to  their  level.  Let  them  not  be  fo  hurried  aAvaA^  by  their  feelings, 
as  to  entertain  for  a moment  an  idea,  that  becaufe  they  happened  to  agree 
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in  that  one  point,  a common  co-operation  with  their  enemies  was  necelfary. 
Let  them  not  be  impofecl  upon  by  the  artifice  of  thefe  infmiiations,  that 
the  meafure  Avas  to  be  carried  by  a military  force;  it  was  a fraud  pra6lifed 
upon  their  honefly ; it  would  be  a wretched  government  indeed,  which 
Avould  deflroy  the  attached  adherents  of  monarchy  by  employing  force  or 
corruption  to  carry  any  meafure,  however  advantageous  in  profped.  Re- 
folved  as  he  was  never  to  be  deterred  by  cabal,  from  offering  any  meafure 
to  the  difcuffion  of  parliament,  he  never  could  embark  in  fo  abfurd  a fcheme 
as  to  conceive  it  poffible  to  intimidate  or  corrupt  the  country  into  any 
meafure  Avhatever.  There  had  been  in  the  courfe  of  debate  infmuations  of 
a general  nature;  that  miniftry  had  employed  illicit  means  to  fecure  fupport: 
he  paffed  them  by  as  they  deferved  with  contempt;  but  he  had  alfo  heard 
particular  circumftances  mentioned,  as  fadts,  of  fo  bafe  and  falfe  a tenor, 
that  he  would  trace  them  to  the  individual,  be  he  who  he  might,  from  whom 
they  originated,  and  force  him  to  make  a public  difavowal.  He  deprecated 
that  fpecies  of  equivocal  language  which  was  neither  perfonal,  nor  altogether 
parliamentary.  If  gentlemen  conceived  that  any  man  on  that  fide  of  the 
houfe  had  done  them  perfonal  injury,  let  them  come  forward  and  feek  redrefs 
like  men.  If  they  Avifhed  to  enter  into  perfonal  conteft,  let  them  avow  their 
wifh  and  come  forward  like  men;  but  let  them  not  refort  to  that  kind  of 
language,  which  was  juft  fo  far  ftiort  of  perfonal  oft'ence,  as  to  flielter  them 
from  perfonal  chaftifement;  let  them  not  difgrace  parliament  by  introducing 
that  which  had  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  country — angry  invedive  and  illiberal 
perfonality. 

Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  in  a fpirited  reply  defended  the  Anti-unionifts  againft 
the  violent  attack  of  the  minifter,  and  afferted  the  uprightnefs  of  their 
condud.  Did  he  imagine  the  country  gentlemen  of  Ireland  tame  enough 
to  bear  the  imputation  of  being  fools — inftruments  that  were  ufed  by  a few 
fadious  men  for  the  Avorft  of  purpofes?  Would  they  fubmit  to  fuch  a decla- 
ration from  a young  man,  Avho  had  nothing  to  lliield  him  from  their  con- 
tempt, but  the  office  Avhich  he  abufed?  Of  Avhat  men  Avas  the  body,  Avhich 
oppofed  the  minifter  on  this  fubjed,  conftituted?  Certainly  men. of  different 
political  principles  Avere  to  be  found  among  them.  But  Avas  the  conftitution 
of  Ireland  to  be  furrendered,  becaufe  there  A\'as  a difference  of  opinion  on 
fome  queftions  between  thofe  Avho  Avere  unanimous  on  that?* 

* He  then  made  a moving  apoflrophe  to  the  fpeaker,  “ You,  Mr,  Speaker,  are  of  that  number 

“ —and 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


85() 


The  noble  lord  faid,  he  M'ould  not  nov/  pufli  the  meafure;  but  he  declared 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  never  lofe  fight  of  it.  No  thanks  to  the 
noble  lord  for  not  pulhing  it  now,  for  he  could  not  carry  it.  Thanks  to 
the  cabal;  thanks  to  the  virtue  and  fpirit,  which  had  appeared  both  in  and 
out  of  parliament.  But  let  the  fpirit  of  the  houfe  or  of  the  country  dumber, 
and  then  he  knew  from  experience  what  ufe  the  noble  lord  would  make  of 
the  favor  of  the  crown  to  force  the  meafure  on  the  country.  Even  then,  he 
believed,  the  attempt  would  be  unfuccefsful ; but  he  Avould  not  leave  it  in 
tlie  power  of  the  noble  lord  to  practife  again  in  fupport  of  the  meafure  thofe 
iinconftitutional  arts  which  he  knew  he  had  praftifed. 

Hon.  D.  Browne  and  Counfellor  J.  Beresford  fupported  the  addrefs:  the 
latter  particularly  deprecated  that  kind  of  imputation  coming  from  gentlemen, 
who  oppofed  minifters  on  tlie  lad  night’s  debate,  charging  on  gentlemen  that 
fupported  them  on  the  principle  of  Union,  the  influence  of  private  intercft 
or  corrupt  motives.  He  fpurned  fuch  language  with  indignation;  there  was 
at  leaft  as  much  honor,  as  much  patriotifm  and  independent  principle 
among-ft  thofe  who  fupported,  as  amongft  thofe  avIio  oppofed  the  principle 
of  an  L^nion. 

jMr.  iMartin  fpoke  at  large  to  the  fubjeft,  and  alfo  in  fupport  of  the  addrefs. 
He  obferved,  amongft  many  pointed  remarks,  that  many  of  the  great  bo- 
rougli  proprietors  were  againft  this  meafure;  and  had  they  no  intereft  in 
oppofing  it?  Was  it  nothing  to  weigh  in  golden  fcales  the  fate  of  every 
adminiftration  coming  into  that  countiy?  "Was  it  no  power  to  be  able  to 
abufe  power,  to  expel  two  lord  lieutenants  for  endeavouring  to  refeue  the 
conftitutiori,  and  turn  to  flight  one  commander  in  chief,  Sir.  R.  Abercrombie, 


" — and,  no  doubt,  ii  is  the  weaknefs  of  your  mind  which  thus  renders  you  the  tool  of  party— or 
" it  is  its  faftious  difpolition  which  has  placed  you  at  the  head  of  tliat  party.  Where  are  the 
“ cabals  and  round  robin';,  of  which  the  noble  lord  fpeaks?  Is  it  in  that  profeflion,  which  is  truly 
“ called  the  firft  profeflion  in  the  country;  and  in  which  are  to  be  found  men,  to  whom  compared 
“ the  noble  lord,  in  every  point  of  view,  is  but  a puny  child  ? That  profellion  have  this  day 
“ declared  unanimoully,  that  they  will  not  accept  of  the  office  from  which  a right  honorable  gen- 
“ tleman  near  him  was  difmilTed,  becaufe  he  would  not  fubmit  his  underftanding  and  his  confcience 
“ to  the  will  of  the  noble  lord.  AVas  that  the  rcfult  of  interefted  faction  ? Had  they  been  hunting 
''  for  places,  from  which  the  intemperate  folly  of  the  noble  lord  had  difplaced  the  old  and  faithful  - 
fer\ants  of  the  crown,  his  charge  would  have  been  founded;  but  a6ting  as  they  have  done, 

“ what  honeil  man  but  mult  feel  indignation  at  the  afperfions  which  are  wantonly  thrown  on  them.” 

who 


5 Q 2 


86o 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


who  never  fled  in  battle,  becaufe  he  differed  from  them;  becaufe  he  faid 
the  difcipline  in  the  army  was  relaxed?  He  difapproved  of  burning  houfes 
and  of  free  quarters;  and  the  borough  proprietors  chofe  to  have  both.  Were 
thefe  matters  of  fa6l?  If  lb,  they  would  recur  frequently,  and  the  nation 
could  no  longer  exiff  But  it  was  faid  Union  was  unpopular;  that  was  no  ar- 
gument, unlefs  after  due  confideration  it  Ihould  continue  to  be  fo.  The  bell 
meafures  were  at  firfl  unpopular.  The  06lennial  bill  was  in  that  houfe 
unpopular.  The  adminiflration  of  the  country  once  offered  to  fupport  a tax 
upon  abfentees;  that  meafure  was  oppofed  and  loft;  and  fome  of  thofe  very 
gentlemen,  who  but  a fefiion  ago  oppofed  a meafure,  that  would  bring  home 
our  abfentees,  now  principally  clamoured  againft  the  Union  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  occafion  fome  abfentees.  Another  meafure  was  greatly  unpo- 
pular in  the  nation,  which  originated  in  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  adminiftra- 
tion  ; fencible  regiments  for  protection  of  the  country. 

]\Ir.  Dobbs,  after  having  vindicated  the  Irifli  bar  from  the  attack  of  the  right 
honorable  fecretary,  and  difclaimed  all  perfonalities,  congratulated  the  houfe 
upon  the  return  of  fome  patriotic  fpirit  and  energy,  and  remarked,  that  if  there 
were  three  men  upon  earth,  to  whom  Ireland  was  peculiarly  indebted  they 
were  Mr.  Pitt,  the  noble  lord  who  was  firft  minifter  there,  and  the  author 
of  that  pamphlet  which  iffued  from,  and  was  acknowleged  by  the  caftle. 
Sir,  till  then,  it  was  only  fufpicion,  that  a plan  had  been  formed,  to  reduce 
Ireland  into  the  fituation  of  a province.  But  from  the  declarations  of  the 
three  he  had  alluded  to,  fufpicion  terminated  in  certainty;  for  the  noble 
lord  had  in  his  place  declared,  that  it  was  a meafure  that  would  never  be  loft 
light  of,  till  it  was  carried.  Then  they  had  full  notice  of  Britilh  intention, 
and  Britilh  determination.  It  had  been  holden  out  in  the  pamphlet  alluded 
to,  that  a LTnion  Ihould  be  accompanied  with  certain  benefits  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, to  the  Diffenters,  and  to  the  people  at  large.  Why  Ihould  they 
allow  England  to  purchafe  their  people  by  favors,  Nvhich  they  had  equally 
the  power  to  beftow?  It  was  their  duty  to  Ihew  to  the  people,  that  they 
had  been  vilified  and  abufed  by  the  author  of  the  caftle  pamphlet;  and  that 
they  were  the  true  and  legitimate  guardians  of  Irilh  happinefs,  Irifh  profpe- 
rity,  and  Irifii  liberty. 

The  prefent  attempt  would  nev’er  have  been  made,  were  the  people  of 
this  country  united  m affection  to  each  other,  and  at  the  fame  time  fatisfied 
with  their  government.  What  then  was  the  path  they  were  to  purfue?  De- 
cidedly 
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ckledly  this ; to  carefully  examine  the  fources  of  difcontent,  and  diflTatisfac- 
tion,  and  do  them  away.  He  would  not  at  that  moment  take  upon  him  to 
fay,  what  it  was  they  ought  to  do ; but  he  atferted  without  hefitation,  that 
they  fhould  give  to  the  people  every  thing,  that  was  confiftent  with  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  prefent  conftitution,  and  their  prefent  connexion  with  Great 
•Britain.  Thofe  were  the  only  boundaries  that  he  drew  between  what  the 
people  could  demand,  and  what  the  Irifh  legiflature  could  beftow. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  in  favor  of  the  addrefs. 

]\Ir.  J.  ]\I.  O’Donnell  opened  a long  fpeech  with  an  inventive  againft  his 
colleague  for  the  county  of  Mayo,  IMr.  Cuff  (tiow  Lord  Tyrawley),  vdiom  he 
charged  with  having  mifreprefented  the  inftruclions  of  his  conftituents,  and 
then  read,  from  the  debate  on  the  Irilh  propofitions,  what  that  right  honora- 
ble gentleman  had  faid  : “ But,  Sir,  this  arrangement  has  fuggelted  an  idea 

“ in  another  country,  that  I am  afraid  to  mention  in  this  houfe;  I mean  a 
“ Union.  Good  God,  Sir,  what  Union  could  we  have  with  Great  Britain, 
“ but  a Union  of  debt  and  taxation  ! A Union  depriving  us  of  liberty,  and 
“ ruinous  to  our  country.”  Thofe  expreffions  rcfledled  on  him  then  immor- 
tal honor,  but  now  eternal  difgrace.  He  then  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  noble 
lord.  He  had  endeavoured  to  oppofe  that  meafure  without  being  perfonal, 
he  refpe^ted  his  private  charadter,  he  Avas  an  avowed  friend  to  the  adminihra- 
tion,  in  AVhich  he  held  fo  oftenfible  and  fo  honorable  a fituation.  It  was  more 
than  probable,  that  on  every  other  queftion  he  would  haA’e  his  fiipport.  He 
belonged  to  no  party,  to  no  cabal,  nor  any  intrigue,  nor  was  a dupe.  He  in- 
tmated  the  noble  lord,  as  he  valued  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  his  country, 
ev^ery  thing  dear  to  him  as  a minifter  and  a man,  candidly  and  avoAvedly  to 
come  foiAA-ard  and  declare  he  abandoned  and  Avholly  ga\T  up  a meafure,  fo 
oppofite  to  the  Avilhes  and  interefts  of  that  kingdom  ; that  he  would  not  keep 
it  fufpended  OAer  their  heads,  to  keep  alive  the  fermentation  of  the  public  mind, 
Avhich  had  it  not  been  for  that  meafure  Avould  haA  e noAV  been  quieted.  He 
invoked  him  not  to  keep  that  odious  detefted  meafure  fufpended  over  their 
heads  by  a fmgle  hgir,  to  be  cut  at  his  Avill  or  that  of  any  other  miidfter. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  explained,  and  affured  the  right  honorable  member,  no- 
thing AA’as  farther  from  his  wilhes  than  to  throAv  any  afperfions  on  the  pro- 
feffion.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  he  had  ufed  the  Avoid  pstty-foggmg,  but 
not  in  application  to  the  bar;  it  Avas  a vulgar  phrafe,  and  he  Avas  adiamed 
of  it. 
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JMr,  Eclgewarth  alfo  vindicated  the  profelTion,  which  he  could  not  help 
faying,  had  not  been  well  ^treated  by  the  noble  lord.  It  was  peculiarly  pro- 
per in  that  noble  lord  to  inculcate  temper  into  the  lioufe,  but  it  was  improj)er 
n him  to  have  forgotten  his  own  precept,  and  fet  an  example  of  heat  and 
violence.  lie  confelfed,  that  when  iirfl  the  meafure  of  an  LTnion  was  men- 
tioned, he  was  a friend  to  it;  but  when  he  found  the  fenfe  of  the  nation 
againfl;  it,  he  changed  liis  determination.  He  did  not  mean  to  catch  at  the 
word  cabal,  for  the  country  gentlemen  of  Ireland  ought  not  to  follow  the 
example  of  intemperance  and  indiferetion,  which  the  noble  lord  had  fet  them; 
if  the  minifter  were  determined  to  prefs  that  meafure  againft  their  fenfe  and 
that  of  the  country,  he  hoped  thefe  gentlemen  would  unite  againft  him  and 
form  one  body,  and  then  they  would  be  able  effedlually  to  fruitrate  any  at- 
tempt of  his,  or  of  any  cabal  of  penfioners  and  placemen. 

A really  wife  adminiftration  would  have  feized  that  crifis  to  tranquillize  the 
country.  When  the  veifel  of  the  ftate  made  no  way,  it  would  not  anfwer  to 
the  helm;  Avhen  it  was  in  rapid  motion,  it  would  ftecr,  and  might  by  a fkilful 
pilot  be  at  length  conduced  to  fecurity.  An  able  minifter  might,  by  a pru- 
dent ufe  of  that  happy  opportunity,  reconcile  the  difl’entions  of  the  country, 
and  make  Irilhmen  lhake  liands  Avith  Irillimen. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  confidered  faction  as  the  fource  of  paft,  and  the  feeds  of 
prefent  dilfention  in  the  country;  notliing  could  effc6lually  eradicate  it  but 
an  Union,  which  had  his  moft  cordial  concurrence. 

]\Ir.  St.  George  Daly  warmly  refented  the  infmuations  thrown  out  aguinfi 
the  motives  of  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  houfe;  he  defpifed  them  ; one 
gentleman  liad  faid  he  juft  came  from  a meeting  of  the  bar,  who  voted 
thanks,  and  refolved  to  give  precedence  to  a right  honorable  gentleman,  Avho 
had  been  difmilfed  iVom  office ; that  might  have  been  proper,  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  went  farther,  and  faid  they  were  ready  to  declare  any  man  a 


* The  expreflion  which  he  repeated,  in  order  to  give  the  noble  lord  an  opportunity  to  recal  it 
(for  he  could  not  conceive,  that  with  fo  many  law  officers  near  him  he  meant  to  infult  the  pro- 
profeffion),  was  the  phrafe — Hound  Robin  ■,  which  meant  a mutinous  demand  made  by  men  afliamed 
to  avow  theinfelves  the  promoters  of  it.  Did  the  noble  lord  believe,  that  any  of  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  he  alluded,  were  affiamed  to  avow  themfelves?  The  meeting  was  conducted  by  a gentleman 
who  was  the  father  of  the  bar  j was  not  he  an  oftenfible  patron  of  the  meafure,  which  they  had 
adopted?  I\Ir.  Edgeworth  proceeded  to  fay  many  handfome  things  of  tlie  profeflion,  to  which  he 
avowed  himfelf  to  have  been  bred. 


trail  or 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


S63 

traitor  to  his  country,  who  fhoukl  accept  the  office.  This  produced  fome 
warm  altercation  between  Mr.  Daly  and  ^Ir,  Ponfonby,  which  ended  in  an 
explanation  from  the  latter. 

Sir  J.  Blaquiere  had  thought  the  queflion  was  at  reft.  Tliis  attempt  to 
keep  the  fubje^  alive  could  arife  only  from  defperate  fa6tion,  which  Aviflied 
to  wear  gentlemen  out  by  debate.  He  did  not  forefee,  lie  confefled,  that  fo 
many  country  gentlemen  would  have  oppofed  the  meafure. 

Sir  J.  Parnell  faid,  that  from  the  refufal  of  the  noble  lord  to  declare  that  he 
would  not  again  propofe  the  meafure,  becaufe  if  he  did  make  fuch  promife  he 
could  not 'bind  the  parliament,  he  inferred  that  he  would  again  prefs  it  when 
an  occafioii  offered ; and  when  the  noble  lord  talked  of  people  deciding  on 
what  the}^  did  not  underhand,  l>ecaufe  they  declared  againft  an  Union  with- 
out knowing  the  terms,  he  ufed  the  language  of  a man  himfelf  ignorant  of 
what  Avas  the  true  ftate  of  the  queftion.  No  man  could  be  fo  filly  as  not  to 
know  M’hat  the  queftion  really  was. 

Mr.  Trench  dill  wiffied  to  keep  the  queftion  open  for  difcuffion,  though  he 
certainly  had  changed  his  mind  as  to  the  means  of  effecting  the  defired  objeft. 

The  city  of  Dublin  had  declared  its  fentiments  unecjuivocally ; but  though 
he  highly  refpeded  that  city,  yet  Dublin  was  not  all  Ireland,  nor  was  Ireland 
the  w'hole  of  the  Britiffi  empire;  and  in  the  fate  of  the  Britilh  empire  was  in- 
volved that  of  the  civilized  world.  As  Iiilhmen,  their  firft  duty  was  to  con- 
fult  the  welfare  of  Ireland.  The  Roman  Catholics  of  that  kingdom  had  not 
yet  declared  their  fentiments;  and  notwithftanding  the  outrages  that  had 
lately  difgraced  fome  of  that  perfuafion,  the  great  body  of  them  were  loyal 
fubjecls ; and  their  opinion  ought  to  have  weight  with  the  legiflature.  If 
many  of  them  had  been  concerned  in  the  late  rebellion,  it  was  not  becaufe 
they  were  Roman  Catholics,  but  becaufe  they  were  ignorant  and  uninformed, 
and  therefore  liable  to  be  deluded  by  the  mifreprefentations  of  artful  leaders. 
The  reports  of  the  fecret  committees  of  both  houfes  had  proved  this  fa6t;  the 
great  volume  of  events  had  proved  it ; that  volume  fo  lately  unfolded  to  their 
view,  and  which  every  day,  nay  every  hour,  continued  to  develope.  The 
late  rebellion  was  not  a war  of  one  feft  of  Chriftianity  againft  another.  Whe- 
ther Britiffi  connexion  could  be  befl  fecured  by  an  incorporating  L^nion,  or 
by  any  other  means,  he  only  wiffied  to  have  the  queftion  fully  and  fairly  dif- 
cull'ed. 

Colonel  Fitzgerald  fupported  the  paragraph,  as  did  Mr.  II.  D.  Grady.  ]Mr. 
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Fitzgerald  called  upon  Lord  Caftlereagli  for  an  apology  for  what  he  had  fald 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar.  ' 

Mr,  William  Smith  declared  againft  expunging  the  paragraph  which  re- 
commended Union  ; and  avow'ed  his  opinion,  that  legiflative  incorporation 
would  not  merely  be  beneficial,  but  had  become  neceffary  for  Ireland,  and 
the  empire.  This  gentleman  handled  the  fubje6t  Math  more  ability  and 
depth  of  knowledge  and  information,  than  any  one  on  the  Treafury  Bench. 

As  the  Britifii  itlands  conftituted  one  empire,  their  imperial  Union  was  not 
the  mere  refult  of  a temporary  and  accidental  union  of  their  crowns  on  the 
fame  head.  The  crowns  Avere  conftitutionally  blended ; his  majefly’s  being 
king  of  Great  Britain  Av^as  the  fine  qua  non^  and  efficient  caufe,  of  his  being 
Icing  of  Ireland;  he  Avas  their  monarch  ipfio fiaSlo  of  his  being  the  fovereign 
of  the  fifter  kingdom ; and  to  deny  (or  at  lead  to  a6l  on  fuch  denial)  the 
truth  of  that  pofition,  Avould  be  treafon  againft  the  principles  of  the  Irifii 
conftitution. 

So  far  then  as  a legiflative  L^nion  allotted  a Angle  legiflature  to  a Angle 
empire,  it  Avas  a rational  and  Avholefome  meafure;  fo  far  as  it  provided,  that 
one  empire  fliould  no  longer  be  expofed  to  the  rifk  of  Avavering,  languidly 
and  inertly,  between  the  diflentient  fyftems  of  tAvo  parliaments.  Union  Avas 
the  corrective  of  a dangerous  anomaly,  A tlifierence  of  opinion  or  iyftem, 
betAveen  the  two  legillatures,  niuft  paralyfe  the  general  force  of  the  empire  ; 
and  that  as  Avell  the  more  vaguely  malcontent,  as  the  direCl  enemies  of  the 
connection  might  (the  former  inadvertently,  the  latter  by  defign)  make  that 
legiflative  diftin6tnefs,  the  means  for  bringing  about  a feparation. 

As  far  as  the  tendency  of  Union  Avent  to  limit  the  Britifli  empire  to  one  le- 
giflature, its  operation  Avould  be  to  fortify  that  empire,  and  eradicate  thofe 
feeds  of  feparation  Avhich  it  contained  : and  this  tendency  Avould,  on  one 
hand,  raife  an  enemy  to  the  meafure  in  every  foe  to  Britifli  greatnefs,  and 
Britifli  connexion;  and,  on  the  other,  recommend  Union  to  the  favor  of  all 
thofe,  Avho  thought  Britifli  connexion  falutary,  and  Aviflied  it  to  be  fecured  ; 
and  Avho,  maintaining,  as  a maxim,  that  Ireland  muft  ftand  and  fall  Avitli 
England,  felt  themfelvTs  interefted  at  all  times  to  aggrandize  the  force  of  the 
empire,  and  felt  themfelves  efpecially  called  upon  to  do  fo,  when  the  flate  of 
opinions  and  of  things  throughout  the  Avorld,  and  Avhen  the  poAver,  and  fuc- 
cefs,  and  hoftile  difpofitions  of  France,  rendered  it  neceflary  that  the  Britifli 
empire  fliould  concentrate  all  its  ftrength,  or  furrender  all  its  honours. 
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Some  might  reply,  that  Britilh  influence  would  operate  as  an  antidote  to 
the  mifchiefs  apprehended,  and  would  prevent  legiflative  diflentions  from 
weakening  and  tearing  afundcr  the  energies  of  the  empire,  or  Irifli  indepen- 
dence from  checking  the  views  or  injuring  the  interefts  of  Britain.  But  that 
fuppofition,  he  thought,  infultingly  derogated  from  the  practical  indepen- 
dence of  the  Irifli  parliament,  which  was  thus  allowed  to  be  fubordinate  to 
that  of  Great  Britain.  Where  an  actual  fubjection  thus  exifted,  it  mig^it  be 
rendered  only  the  more  mifehievous  and  oppreffive,  by  being  concealed  be- 
liind  a malk  of  nominal  independence  ,*  and  the  defired  antidote  would  be 
more  effectually  found  in  an  union  than  in  a divifion  of  legiflatures.  To  an 
objection,  that  the  paucity  of  the  reprefen tatives  of  Ireland  in  the  imperial 
parliament  would  leave  that  country  at  the  mercy  of  Britain,  he  replied,  that 
the  Irifli  reprefentation  would  be  comnienfurate  to  Irifli  power,  refources,  and 
contribution,  and  that  an  unity  of  intereft  would  fecure  the  rights  and  the 
welfare  of  every  part  of  the  empire,  it  would  alfo  be  now  preferable,  after 
Ireland  had  long  poffeffed  a diftinCl  parliament.  By  obtaining  an  Union 
upon  juft  and  equitable  terms,  flie  would  exchange  her  feparate  legiflature  for 
fuch  an  efficient  fliare  in  the  imperial  councils,  as  would  enfure  a full  partici- 
pation in  the  benefits  of  the  Britifli  conftitution ; and  flie  would  thus  gain  all 
that  llie  would  originally  have  been  entitled  to  demand. 

“ But  (faid  he)  we  facrifice  a portion  of  our  national  fplendour : I admit 
•“  it;  and  make  the  facrifice  with  regret;  I allow  for,  I almoft  rejoice  and 
“ triumph  at  that  repugnance  with  which  this  meafure  is  at  firfl  received  ; I 
agree  with  thofe  who  confider  national  pride  and  honor  as  fome  fecurity 
“ for  national  valour,  liberty  and  virtue.  But  let  us  look  to  our  country, 
“ torn  with  conflicts,  and  ftained  with  blood ; let  us  turn  our  eyes  inwards  to 
“ the  traitors  and  feparatifts  who  fwarm  araongftus;  let  us  contemplate  the 
ftate  of  Europe,  and  of  the  world,  and  then  enquire,  whether  it  may  not 
“ be  expedient  to  facrifice  fomewhat  of  our  dignity,  and  exchange  our  fitua- 
tion  for  one,  which  will  fecure  and  ftrengthen  our  connexion  with  Great 
“ Britain,  at  a time  when  this  connexion  is  at  once  peculiarly  necelfary  and 
“ precarious,  which  w'ill  fortify  that  empire,  of  which  we  make  a part;  whofe 
“ ruin  is  attempted,  and  whofe  deftruCtion  muft  be  ours : a fituation  which 
“ will  fecure  to  us  the  Britifli  conftitution,  with  all  thofe  benefits  which  that 
admirable  fyftem  involves.” 

In  fupport  of  his  opinion  of  the  mifchiefs  of  a double  legiflature,  he  in- 
Vo  l.  II.  5 R flanced 
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ftanccd  the  cafe  of  the  regency,  when  the  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland 
liaving  nominated  a regent  for  that  kingdom,  intruded  to  him  a degree  of 
authorit}'  different  from,  and  fuperior  to  that,  Mdiich  the  Britilli  regent 
would  have  poffeffed.  This  pra6lical  affertion  of  legillative  independence 
tended,  he  faid,  to  produce  two  independent  executives  for  one  empire : it 
rifqued  intrufting  the  executive  authority  to  different  hands,  and  fet  different 
limits,  in  each  ifland,  to  its  power.  Did  not  this  aft  tend  to  difmember  the 
empire?  The  king  of  England  being,  ipfo  fad,o  and  neceffarily,  king  of 
Ireland,  not  only  the  regent  of  one  realm  ought  to  be  regent  of  the  other, 
but  the  prerogative  of  the  executive  magiftrate  ought  to  have  precifely  the 
fame  limits  in  both  countries.  The  Irifli  houfes  of  parliament,  therefore  vio- 
lated at  that  time  the  fpirit  of  a fundamental  maxim  of  the  conftitution.  It 
would  not  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  recurrence  of  that  evil  might  be  pre- 
vented by  a particular  ftatute  relative  to  a hate  of  regency.  A mere  remedy 
for  a particular  mifchief  would  not  be  generally  fatisfaftory.  The  fource 
being  copious  enough  to  be  the  parent  of  many  mifchiefs,  it  was  highly  ex- 
pedient that  it  Ihould  be  completely  dried  up.  The  affair  of  the  commercial, 
propofitions  might  be  adduced  as  another  example  of  the  ill  effeft  of  legifla- 
tive  diftinftnefs.  In  confideration  of  commercial  advantages  Avhich  were  to 
be  granted  to  the  Irifli,  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain  required  that  the  par- 
liament of  the  filter  kingdom  Ihould  adopt  fuch  laws  as  might  be  prefcribed 
to  it  for  the  regulation  of  certain  branches  of  trade  and  points  of  navigation-. 
But  the  offer  was  rejefted,  chiefly  on  account  of  that  demand;  and  tlius  le^ 
giflative  diftinftnefs  obftrufted  the  profperity  of  Ireland,  by  diffuading  her 
from  an  acceptance  of  confiderable  benefits  on  the  only  terms,  on  Avhich  Bri- 
tain could  be  expefted  to  concede  them.  The  idea  of  reform  fuggefted  ano- 
ther poffible  mifchief.  If  one  of  the  propofed  plans  of  radical  reform  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  legiflature  would  have  been 
differently  conftltuted  from  that  of  Britain:  the  influence  or  prerogative  of 
the  fovereign  would  have  been  different  from  that,  ivhich  he  poffellcd  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  change  would  have  tended  to  feparate  the  two  countries. 

Of  the  competency  of  parliament  to  the  enaftment  of  fuch  reform  he  had 
never  heard  any  doubts  expreffed;  and  the  arguments  Avhich,  he  thought, 
might  be  offered  againfl;  the  alleged  right  were  inconclufive,  yet  perhaps  as 
plaufible  as  any  that  could  be  urged  againft  the  competency  of  the  legiflature 
to  a decree  of  Union.  That  the  authority  of  the  parliament  had  this  extent, 
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he  had  not  the  flighteft  doubt.  His  opinion,  he  faid,  was  founded  on  prece- 
dent, on  the  mifchiefs  Avhich  would  refult  from  a contrary  doflrine,  on  tlie 
exprefs  authority  of  conftitutional  writers,  and  on  the  genuine  principles  ot 
the  conftitution  itfelf.  By  enafting  an  union,  parliament  would  do  no  more 
than  change  (it  would  not  furrender  or  fuhvert)  the  conftitution.  Ireland, 
after  a legiflative  incorporation,  would  (till  he  governed  hy  three  eftates;  and 
her  inhabitants  would  enjoy  all  their  privileges  unimpaired.  If  the  legillatiire 
could  new  model  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown,  or  change  the  eftahlillied  reli- 
gion, it  might  certainly  ordain  thofe  alterations  which  an  union  would 
involve.  To  controvert  its  right,  would  be  to  deny  the  validity  of  the  act 
far  the  incorporation  of  Scotland  v'ith  England  and  Wales.  On  the  legiti- 
macy of  that  a6t  depended  the  title  of  his  majefty  to  the  unitedd^ingdom,  to 
the  crown  of  the  united  kingdom ; for  the  2d  article  of  the  agreement  was 
the  only  a6t  of  fettlement  that  limited  to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  in  repugnance 
to  the  ftrift  hereditary  principle  of  the  Scotifli  conftitution,  the  fucceffion  to 
that  united  monarchy,  wdiich  the  firft  article  had  created.  He  inftanced 
many  mifchiefs,  which  in  that  fuppofition  u’ould  attend  the  impeachment  of 
the  Scotiffi  union. 

But  ffiould  the  future  imperial  parliament  be  fupreme,  might  it  not  “ abro- 
“ gate”  the  treaty  of  union,  and  repeal  all  the  benefits  which  its  articles  con- 
cede to  Ireland  ? 

Undoubtedly,  that  abfolute  power  which  the  conftitution  of  thefe  king- 
doms intrufted  to  parliament,  w^ould  have  that  phyfical  extent.  A parliament 
may  at  any  time  ahufe  its  fovereign  authority  ; hut  it  does  fo  at  the  rilk  of 
entitling  the  fuhje6l  to  throw'  off  that  government,  which  has  become  an  in- 
ftrument  of  oppreflion,  and  recur  to  firft  principles,  to  refiftance,  and  infurrec- 
tion.  Parliamentary  authority  has  no  limits  knowm  to  the  conftitution  : hy 
the  principles  of  that  conftitution  it  is  boundlefs ; hut  it  is  exercifed  at  the 
peril  of  thofe,  to  whom  it  is  intrufted ; and  they  will  he  cautious  how^  they 
commit  that  extreme  ahufe,  w'hich  will  conftru^t#ely  fuhvert  the  conffitii- 
tion,  efface  all  artificial  regulations,  and  letting  in  the  paramount  rights  of 
human  nature,  overwhelm  the  powers  of  parliament  in  revolution.  At  this 
rilk,  the  Imperial  legiflature  might  at  any  time  difregard  and  repeal  the  arti- 
cles of  union  : hut  in  the  danger  of  the  attempt  w'as  the  great  fccurity  againft 
its  being  made.  The  Imperial  legiflature  might  he  competent  to  disffanchife 
Wales  or  Yorkfliire,  or  to  violate  the  terms,  on  which  the  fiffer  countries  be- 
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came  united  ; but  there  appeared  no  moral  poffibility  of  their  applying  their 
abfolute  authority  to  fucli  purpofes. 

In  treating  of  the  principle  of  parliamentary  competence,  he  affirmed,  that 
ill  all  governments  an  abfolute  defpotic  power  mull  be  inherent,  as,  without 
it,  diforder  and  confufion  would  prevail.  This  power,  according  to  the  Bri- 
thli  fyftem,  was  lodged  in  the  king,  the  nobles,  and  the  people  acting  by  their 
reprefentatives  in  parliament.  In  its  own  nature,  it  would  authorize  thofe 
who  lawfully  enjoyed  it,  not  merely  to  frame  new  laws  under  the  conftitution, 
but  to  adapt  the  government  to  contingent  events  and  occafional  circum- 
flances,  and  attend  with  fuitable  provifions  the  fucceffivT  changes  of  powers 
and  interefts,  manners  and  opinions.  On  this  ground,  the  propofed  union 
was  within  the  reafonable  compafs  of  parliamentary  authority. 

If  he  conceived  that  the  meafure  would  be  a furrender  of  national  independ- 
ence, he  would  by  no  means  agree  to  it ; but  it  would  merely  be  an  incorpora- 
tion of  national  diftin6lnefs  : nor  would  he  promote  the  fcheme,  if  he  thought 
that  it  would  not  enfure  an  identity  or  community  of  interefts. 

The  conftitution  admits  the  principle  of  felf- correction : fteady  to  its  ob- 
je6ls,  which  are  freedom  and  good  order,  it  purfues  the  path  which  the  period 
fupplies,  for  their  attainment;  and  poffefles,  in  the  boundlefs  competence  of 
its  legiflature,  the  means,  as  its  rolls  it  bleffings  through  ages  to  pofterity, 
of  peaceably  and  imperceptibly  adapting  itfelf  to  circumftances  as  they 
arife ; of  attending  with  fuitable  provifions,  the  fucceffive  changes  of  powers 
and  interefts,  manners  and  opinions,  and  of  keeping  pace  Avith  time,  by  fafe 
and  gradual  innovation.  There  would  reft  the  great  fecurity  under  an  impe- 
rial parliament. 

Diftinguiftiable  as  the  cafes  were,  fome  ftrong  refemblances  between  that 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland  were  to  be  traced.  There,  according  to  De  Foe, 
a ftrange  and  motley  coalition  of  difcordant  fa6tions  formed  the  anti-union 
band. 

There,  in  aid  of  parliamentary  exertions,  they  ftudied  to  raife  a ftorm 
without  doors,  for  “ the  purpofe  of  intimidation.  Addreftes  againft  the 
“ union  were  fent  round  all  the  counties,  in  which  thofe  Avho  oppofed  it  had 
“ any  intercft.  There  came  up  many  of  thefe  in  the  names  of  counties, 
“ boroughs,  &c.  This  made  fome  noife abroad;  but  was  very  little  confidered 
“ there,  Avhen  it  was  known  by  what  arts  and  pra61ices  they  were  procured.” 
Tindal  gives  the  common  principle  and  motive,  which  confolidated  thefe  va- 
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rious  parties  upon  this  occafion  ; — “ All  thofe  who  adhered  inflexibly  to  the 
“ Jacobite  intereft,  oppofecl  every  Itep  that  Avas  made  towards  an  union,  with 
“ great  vehemence  Why  ? “ becaufe  they  faw  that  it  ftruckat  the  root  of 
“ all  their  defigns  for  a new  revolution.”  He  remarked  how  clofely  thofe 
circumftances  followed  the  cafe  of  Ireland.  The  party,  however,  was  difcom- 
fited  in  Scotland,  by  the  exertions  of  a fmall  band  of  unpopular,  yet  acknow- 
ledged patriots,  who,  fupporting  on  principle  the  meafure  of  a miniftry,  to 
which  they  were  hoftile,  turned  the  balance,  and  carried  an  union,  which  was 
not  now  denied  to  have  been  advantageous  to  Scotland.  The  learned  mem- 
ber next  recurred  to  Adam  Smith’s  pofition,  that  union  may  foften  the 
rigors  of  religious  prejudice  and  diftindlion,  and  blend  the  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land into  one  people. 

It  was  impoflibleto  advert  to  this  confideration,  without,  at  the  fame  time, 
raifmg  to  our  view  the  Roman  Catholic  body,  their  fituation,  tlieir  numbers, 
and  their  demands. 

The  claims  of  that  great  body  of  the  Irifli  people  were  undoubtedly  fup- 
portable  on  found  conftitutional  principles.  For  inflance  : it  was  the  fpirit  of 
the  conftitution,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  lliould  be  the  reprefentative  of 
the  combined  property  and  population  of  the  kingdom,  that  a certain  flake  in 
the  country  fliould  give  to  the  holder  the  eledlive  franchife ; and  that  he 
fliOLild  be  at  liberty  to  exercife  it,  by  nominating  Avhat  reprefentative  he 
pleafed.  On  the  cafe  of  the  Catholics,  that  principle  operated  only  in  its 
firfl  branch.  Catholic  freeholders  might  eledt,  but  not  whom  they  pleafed  : 
for  they  muft  not  nominate  Catholic  reprefentatives ; they  were  prohibited 
from  entrufling  their  interefts  to  thofe,  who  might  feem  moft  likely  zealoufly 
to  protedl  them.  But  parliament  was  open  to  the  Catholic,  on  the  term  of 
his  taking  certain  oaths;  that  is  to  fay,  on  condition  that  he  abjured  his 
religion. 

It  might,  however,  be  faid,  that  thefe  incapacities  were  indifpenfible  towards 
the  protedtion  of  the  eflabliflied  church — perhaps  they  were:  it  w^ould  then 
be  irrelevant  to  difcufs  that  queflion. 

. But  if  thofe  difqualifications  were  thus  neceflary  in  their  prefent  flate.  Ca- 
tholics need  not  be  very  averfe  from  changing  the  fituation,  which  gives  birth 
to  that  neceffity.  The  real  friend  to  the  Proteftant  religion  would  refl  his 
oppofition  to  Catholic  claims,  on  the  foie  ground  of  their  being  rnconfiflent 
with  the  fecurity  of  the  eflabliflied  church:  and  therefo're,  fo  foon  as  thefe 
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claims  become  compatible  with  that  fecurity,  the  oppofition  of  fuch  a man 
would  ceafe.  Thus  union  might  ftand  recommended  to  Catholics,  as  tending 
to  improve  their  profpedls,  and  yet  not  be  the  more  obje6tionable  to  Proteftants 
on  that  account.  For  how  v'ould  it  improve  the  Catholic  view,  if  at  all,  by 
remov-ing  that  danger  to  Proftentantifm,  v'hich  might  at  prefent  feem  to 
attend  a compliance  with  tiieir  defires.  The  opponent  of  Catholic  demands 
alledged  that,  confidering  their  fuperiority  in  point  of  number  to  the  Protef- 
tants, to  give  them  a nominal  equality,  might  be  to  beftow  on  them  an  adtual 
fuperiority  of  political  power. 

But  how  would  the  cafe  ftand  upon  an  union?  The  Catholics,  would, 
undoubtedly,  in  Ireland,  exceed  the  Proteftants,  exactly  as  they  do  at  pre- 
fent. But  in  the  one  united  kingdom,  (of  incorporated  Britain  and  Ireland) 
tlie  Proteftants  would,  as  they  do  at  prefent,  greatly  exceed  the  Catholics. 
A\’hat  would  follow  ? That  to  make  thefe  latter  nominally  equal  to  the  Pro- 
teftants, would  not  give  them  an  actually  equal,  much  lefs  a predominant 
weight  in  the  empire. 

Thus,  on  the  one  hand,  every  fatisfied  Catholic  individual  might  be  per- 
mitted to  indulge  the  honeft  pride  of  feeling  himfelf  on  a par  with  his  Pro- 
teftant  brother ; and  polfefling  capacity  for  an  equal  ftiare,  not  only  in  the 
benefits,  but  the  honours  of  the  conftitution;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  tbe 
Proteftant  body,  fuperior  in  number,  and  confequently  poflefted  of  the  greater 
portion  of  thofe  capacities  which  they  v'ere  able  to  obtain  complete  fecurity 
for  their  religion,  without  Mounding,  degrading,  or  alienating  the  Catholic 
fubje^.  They  Avould  feel  wliat  in  Ireland  cannot  be  felt  at  prefent,  that  the 
popular  religion  was  the  religion  of  the  ftate. 

After  the  union,  the  great  mafs  of  the  united  legifiature  Avould  l>e  Pro- 
teftant. How  impotent  then  Avould  be  the  anti-fupremacy  of  a Catholic 
minority  ! Union,  then,  might  improve  the  Catholics  views,  vuthout  alarming 
the  Proteftants,  by  rendering  their  importance  quite  compatible  with  the 
fafety  of  the  eftablilhed  church. 

There  muft  be  fomething  radically  faulty  in  that  ftate  of  things,  Avhich, 
founded  on  the  even  moderate  depreffion  of  three-fourths  of  the  population, 
the  fafety  of  the  remaining  fourth.  It  was  the  manly  fpirit  of  that  Britifii 
conftitution,  beneath  vdiich,  after  union,  they  would  live,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  would  not  only  be  fecure  and  free,  but  refpe6lable  and 
proud.  If  the  prefent  diftindtnefs  of  Ireland  render  Catholics  the  neceflary 
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viclims  of  an  exception  to  that  rule,  it  was  to  be  reprobated.  He  then  ad- 
verted to  a letter,  which  the  late  IMr.  Burke  had  written  to  him  four  years 
before,  on  the  Catholic  emancipation ; the  neceffity  for  intcrefting  as  many 
claffes  of  the  people  as  poflible  in  the  confervation  of  the  prefent  political 
eftablilhment,  and  thus  adminiftering  an  antidote  to  Jacobinical  poifon, 
formed  the  hinge,  on  wdiich  all  the  arguments  of  that  great  man,  in  fupport  of 
the  Catholic  demands,  turned.  Would  to  God  that  thofe  principles  had  been 
acted  on  ! — if  not  in  granting  the  Catholic  requefts,  yet  in  doing  gracioufly, 
wdiat  they  felt  compelled  to  do  in  tempering  theoretic,  and  political depreffion, 
Avith  praftical  cordiality  and  encouragement.  Would  to  God  that  Catholics 
had  not  loft  the  memory  of  what  had  been  granted,  in  the  angry  Aeilh  for  Avhat 
Avas  Avithholden  ! nor  polluted  their  pretenfions,  by  the  advmcations  of  no- 
torious feparatihs  and  traitors  ! — that  Proteftant  afcendancy  (Avhich  hetrufted 
Avould  ever  be  maintained)  had  never  been  abufed,  nor  in  any  cafe  degene- 
rated into  bigotry  and  fadion  ! — that  oppofite  parties  had  not  vied  Avith  each 
other  in  civil  rage,  and  fupplied  by  their  diftra6lions  fo  many  arguments  for 
union!  Would  to  God  that  the  late  gloomy  afpeft  of  affairs  did  not  furnilh 
a verifying  comment  on  the  prediction  of  Adam  Smith,  that,  Avithout  an 
union,  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  Avould  ncA'er  confider  themfelves  as  one 
people  ! But  fuppofe  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  Ihould  fail  of  fuccefs, 
though  fubmitted  to  the  remote  and  unprejudiced  tribunal  of  an  imperial  par- 
liament, does  it  follow  that  union  would  injure  the  Catholics  ? Clearly  not  : 
it  Acould  but  leave  them  Avhere  they  At^ere  ; unlefs  they  conceive  that  the  fame 
demands  made  at  home,  on  lels  favourable  grounds,  and  Avith  more  jealou- 
fies  in  array  againft  them,  Avould  yet  have  a greater  likelihood  of  fuccefs.  - 
Nay,  farther,  though  their  claims  fliould  be  rejected  by  the  united  legiflature, 
their  lituation  would  he  better  by  an  union.  Union  might  practically  im- 
prove the Situation  of  the  Catholics,  though  it  Ihould  leave  them,  in  point  of 
theory,  where  they  Acere.  Protefant  afcendancy  Itanding,  after  the  union, 
(as  it  muft  do)  on  an  impregnable  foundation,  Avould  not  need  to  be  propped 
by  favors  and  diftinctions,  Avhich  now  e.xalted  the  Proteftant  at  the  cxpence 
of  the  Catholic  feeling.  The  fame  fecurity  Avould  alfuage  the  Proteftant 
mind,  would  heal  Ins  jealouhes  and  apprehenlions,  and  make  him  more  fuf- 
ceptible  of  cordiality  to  his  Catholic  brother.  Terror  and  fufpicion  Avere  the 
ufual  parents  of  opprelfion. 

If  Union  promote  the  Avealth  and  trade  of  Ireland,  it  muft  pradtically  in- 
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creafe  the  comfort  and  confeqiience  of  the  Catholics,  who  compoled  the  ma- 
jority of  Irifh  population.  If  Union  pra6lically, exclude  many  Proteftants 
from  that  political  importance,  which  the  exifting  ftate  of  things  permits 
them  to  enjoy,  (and  doubtlefs  Union  would  abridge  the  confeqiience  of  fome, 
and  greatly  interfere  Avith  the  ambitious  vieivs  of  many,  as  perhaps  the  op- 
ponents of  the  meafure  need  not  to  be  informed  ;)  then  Catholics  might  fit 
down  the  more  contentedly  under  the  exclufion,  to  Avhich  the  theory  of  the 
eftablifliment  had  condemned  them.  If  to  fee  their  Proteftant  brethren  en- 
joying, under  their  eye  thofe  honors  of  the  conititution,  from  Avhich  they 
were  excluded,  were  grating  to  the  Catholic  mind,  that  was  a mortification, 
from  which  Union  would  relieve  them. 

The  pre-eminence  of  the  refident  ariftocracy,  being  founded  on  political 
diftinftions,  ivas  one,  in  which  the  Catholic  body  could  not  diare.  After 
Union,  the  confequence  of  the  ariftocracy  would  be  founded  on  thofe  diftinc- 
tions  of  birth  and  fortune,  which  Avere  as  attainable  by  thofe  of  ane  religion, 
as  the  other.  He  concluded  his  appeal,  not  to  the  authority,  but  to  the  good 
fenfe  of  his  countrymen : an  appeal  to  the  people,  not  from  the  opinion  of 
their  parliament,  Avhich  Avas  conclufive,  but  from  the  dogmatic  clamor-of  an 
interefted  multitude,  Avdiich,  Avdiilft  it  bellowed  againft  Union,  mifcalled  itfelf 
the  public  : an  appeal  to  the  virtuous  and  orderly  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  to 
difcountenance  the  infidious  pra61:ices  of  thofe,  who  Avere  themfelves  creating 
the  national  ferment,  Avhich  they  affe6ted  to  attribute  to  the  difeuflion  of  a 
meafure,  that  they  therefore  deprecated ; and  Avere  Avhetting  popular  refent- 
ment,  as  a weapon,  which  they  might  ufe  in  defending  their  private  intereft 
againft  the  public  Aveal.  They  Avere  not  deftitute  of  fpirits  fuch  as  thofe 
which,  in  1707,  animated  the  rabble  of  Edinburgh  againft  their  legiflature : 
non  defunt  irarum  indiilgentes  minifiri,  qui  avidos,  otque  mtemperantes  plebi- 
orum  animos,  ad fanguinem  et  ccedes  irritent.  It  Avas  the  duty  of  all  good 
men  to  combine  to  defeat  fuch  mifchiei^ous  defigns,  and  make  particular  am- 
bition fmk  before  the  general  profperity  of  Ireland. 

Let  the  honeft  and  independent  country  gentlemen  come  forAvard.  They 
formed  a party,  Avdiich  had  lately  not  holden  the  place  it  ought  to  have  done 
in  that  kingdom  : they  Avere  difinterefted,  or  had  no  interefts,  Avhicli  Avere 
diftin61;  from  thofe  of  Ireland.  On  them,  on  their  virtue,  good  fenfe,  and 
.difpaflionate  enquiry,  he  looked  upon  the  happinefs  of  his  country  to 
.depend.  He  did  not  call  upon  them  to  vote  for  Union.  No;  but  to  hear 
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the  queftion  before  they  fliould  decide.  He  called  on  them  to  ftop  diort  be- 
fore they  reached  the  brink  of  a precipice,  to  which  they  might  at  once  be 
hurried  by  their  own  proud  and  ungenerous  feelings,  and  be  puflied  by  the 
infidious  proje6ls  of  the  factious  and  the  felfilh. 

The  queftion  was  not,  whether  the}’  fliould  furrender  the  liberties  of  the 
country  : what  minifter  would  dare  propofe  fuch  a queftion  to  parliament,  or 
to  the  nation?  The  queftion  was,  whether  Union  might  not  fo  modify  their 
conftitution,  as  to  promote  profperity  and  peace,  tvhilft  it  left  their  liberties, 
not  only  unimpaired,  but  better  fecured. 

Whether  Union  would  not  fortify,  not  merely  England,  but  that  empire, 
of  which  Ireland  made  a part;  whofe  fafety  was  menaced,  and  whofe  deftruc- 
tion  die  could  not  furvive  ? 

Whether  it  would  not  filence  internal  jealoufy  and  diffention';  eftablidi 
their  religion  firmly ; conciliate  their  Catholic  brethren,  and  confolidatC 
their  people  ? 

M'hether  it  would  not  at  once  beftow  upon  them  commercial  advantages', 
and  enable  them  to  ufe  them  ? Whether  it  would  not  eftablidi  amongft  them 
that  refpe6lable  and  induftrious  order  of  men,  which  was  the  boaft  of  the  fiftev 
country,  and  the  want  of  Ireland  ? 

Whether,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  gave  them  an  efficient  weight  in  the  impe- 
rial councils,  it  would  notftill  more  fecure  their  Avelfare,  by  entangling  their 
interefts,  fo  obvioudy  and  inextricably,  with  thofe  of  Britain,  that  all  grudg- 
ing policy,  all  narrow  jealouly  of  Iridi  advancement,  if  it  ever  cxifted,  muft 
have  an  end  ? 

"Vldiether,  by  difarniing  feparatifts  of  thofe  indruments,  •which  they  then  pof- 
feffed,  towards  fevering  the  kingdoms,  it  would  not  render  it  injurious  to 
Britain  to  retard  Iridi  aggrandizement,  and  make  it  folly  for  her  to  view  the 
advancement  of  that  country  with  apprehendon  ? 

Whether  the  alternative  of  Union,  or  feparation,  be  not  offered  to  them, 
as  explicitly  as  they  need  widi  it  to  be?  and  whether  they  ought  to  hefitate 
in  their  choice  ? 

Whether  feparation  from  England  be  not  fubjedion  to  France?  If  fo,  he 
called  upon  all  good  men  to  turn  a reluftant  eye  on  the  horrors,  which  had 
disfigured  that  at  once  formidable  and  wretched  counti’}’,  and  to  diudder  at 
the  profpedl,  which  that  fuggeftion  difclofed. 

Whether  many  objedions  to  L^iiion,  which  were  loudly  urged  were  not 
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fuch  as  the  terms  might  eafily  obviate,  and  which  were  then  therefore 
premature  ? 

Whether,  if  legiflative  incorporation  tend  to  fortify  the  empire.  Great  Bri- 
tain be  not  likely  to  purchafe  that  imperial  llrength,  by  the  mod  ample  and 
liberal  conceflions,  in  point  of  terms  ? 

Whether  two  legiflatures  in  one  empire  did  not  tend  to  difunite  ? and  whe- 
ther experience  have  not  alarmingly  reduced  that  theory  to  pra6lice  ? 

Whether  the  teftimony  of  all,  who  oppofe  an  Union,  be  fo  difmterefted  as 
to  deferve  implicit  credit  ? • 

Whether  the  example  of  Scotland  have  not  proved,  that  fa6tion,  not  pa- 
triotifm,  may  vehemently  oppofe  an  Union?  That  integrity  and  public 
Ipirit  might  vote  for  whatever  facrifice  the  meafure  involved  ? And  finally, 
that  time  may  fan6lion  fuch  a ftep,  by  fliewing  legiflative  incorporation  to  be 
the  bafe  of  national  profperity  ? 

"Whether  their  fituation  were  not  fuch,  as  to  require  fome  radical  and  tran- 
quil change  ? 

He  declared  himfelf  to  be  deaf  to  clamor,  obfiinate  to  intimidation,  but 
open  to  reafou,  ever  preferring  to  retra6l  than  perfift  in  error. 

It  was  his  deliberate  opinion,  that  a legiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain 
would  fave  Ireland,  if  obtained  on  thofe  fair  terms,  which  bethought  likely 
to  be  conceded. 

Mr,  Egan  attempted  to  anfwer  Mr.  W.  Smith.  No  legiflature,  he  faid,  had  a 
right  to  vote  away  its  exiftence,  and  ridiculed  the  pretended  advantages  of 
an  Union, 

Dr.  Arthur  Browne  warmly  oppofed  the  Union. 

]\Ir.  Corry  having  complimented  Mr.  Smith,  and  cenfured  his  two  oppo- 
nents, fpoke  of  the  fettlement  of  1782,  and  denied  that  the  meafure  then 
propofed  involved  a dereliction  of  the  points  gained  by  Ireland  at  that  time. 
He  alfo  argued,  that  any  amendment  or  vote,  'by  which  the  houfe  fliould  de- 
clare, that  it  would  never  enter  into  the  confideration  of  a certain  fubjeCl, 
would  be  an  unconftitutional  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  two  other 
branches  of  the  legiflature— of  the  crown,  which  had  a right  to  fuggeft,  and 
of  the  peers,  who  had  a right  of  difcuflion. 

Mr.  Arthur  Moore  expatiated  much  at  large  on  the  impolicy  of  an  Union, 
and  ftrongly  condemned  it  on  various  grounds;  as  did  Colonel  Vereker,  Sir 
John  Freke,  and  fome  others. 
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On  a divifion  the  Anti-Unionifts  prevailed  ; 111  voted  for  the  reje6lion  of 
the  con tefted  paragraph,  and  106  for  its  continuance.  Mr.  Ponibnhy  then, 
propofed  an  amendment  fimilar  to  his  former  motion ; but,  as  it  was  deemed 
unneceffary,  he  confeiited  to  withdraw  it. 

The  public  exultation  rofe  to  a great  height  on  this  defeat  of  the  miniftry. 
The  Unionifts  were  infiilted  by  the  lower  claifes  of  the  people,  and  the  public 
prints  joined  in  the  clamor. 

The  popular  journals  were  lavilh  in  their  panegyrics  of  the  Anti-Unionifls : 
printed  lifts  of  the  voters  were  circulated  about  gratis  amongft  the  people,  in 
order,  as  the  fuperfcription  imported,  that  they  might  know  their  glorious 
and  virtuous  defenders,  that  every  honeft  man  might  engrave  their  names 
and  their  fervices  on  his  heart,  and  hand  them  down  to  his  children’s 
children.* 

So  fanguine  was  the  Brititli  minifter  in  his  expe6lation  of  fuccefs,  in  car- 
rying the  meafure  of  Union,  that  he  did  not  think  it  advifcable  to  await  the 
refult  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Irilh  fenate  upon  it;  but  prefuming  on  his 
(trength  in  the  Irilh  as  much  as  in  the  Britilli  houfes  of  parliament,  he  opened 
his  plan  of  operations  in  both  on  the  fame  day : accordingly  on  the  22d  of 
January,  1 799,  a melfage  from  the  fovereign  was  delivered  to  the  Britilli 
peers  by  Lord  Grenville,  recommending  an  Union  in  the  following  tern  s 
“ His  majefty  is  perfuaded,  that  the  unremitting  induftry,  Avith  which  our 
“ enemies  perfevere  in  their  avowed  deftgu  of  effebting  the  feparation  of  Ire- 
“ land  from  this  kingdom,  cannot  fail  to  engage  the  particular  attention  of 
“ parliament;  and  his  majefty  recommends  it  to  this  houfe  to  conlider  of 
“ the  moft  effeblual  means  of  countera6ting  and  finally  defeating  this  de- 
fign  ; and  he  trufts,  that  a review  of  all  the  circumtlances  which  have  re- 
**  cently  occurred  (joined  to  the  fentiments  of  mutual  affeftion  and  common 
“ intereft)  will  difpofe  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  to  provide,  in  the 
“ manner,  Avhich  they  lhall  judge  moft  expedient,  for  fettling  fuch  a com- 
plete  and  final  adjuftment  as  nlay  beft  tend  to  improve  and  perpetuate  a 
**  connexion  efi’ential  to  their  common  fecurity,  and  to  augment  and  confo- 
lidate  the  ftrength,  power,  and  refources  of  the  Britifti  empire.” 

This  melfage  having  been  read,  Lord  Grenville  propofed,  that  it  fiiould  be 

* This  lift  is  to  be  feen  in  Appendix,  No,  CXVI. 
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taken  into  confideration  on  the  enfuing  clay,  and  the  lords  liimmoned,  to 
which  the  houfe  agreed. 

A fimilar  meirage,  on  the  fame  day,  was  prefented  to  the  commons  by  Mr. 
Diindas,  who  moved,  that  it  iliould  be  confidered  on  the  morrow.  JMr.  She- 
ridan inmiediately  rofe,  and  while  he  declared  his  concurrence  in  the  general 
fentiments  which  the  melfage  conveyed,  he  thought  it  but  fair  thus  to  give 
early  notice,  that  he  viewed  the  bringing  forward  of  that  queftion,  at  that 
time,  as  a meafure  replete  with  fo  much  mifchief,  that  he  held  it  his  duty 
to  take  the  fii  ft  opportunity  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  arreft  the  far- 
ther progrefs  of  it.  He  was  convinced,  that  it  Avas  the  common  feeling  in. 
and  out  of  that  houfe,  to  adopt  every  meafure  that  might  tend  to  perpetuate 
and  ftrengthen  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries  ; becaufe  all  were 
convinced,  that  a feparation  would  not  only  injure,  but  be  fatal  to  the  in- 
terefts  and  the  exiftence  of  both.  What  he  pointed  at  particularly  was,  the 
time  of  bringing  forward  the  queftion.  He  readily  joined  in  returning  his 
majefty  thanks  for  his  communication;  but  inftead  of  engaging  to  proceed 
to  an  .early  confideration  of  the  fubje6l,  he  fliould  endeavour  to  perfuade  the 
houfe  not  to  proceed  at  all  to  fuch  a confideration. 

JMr.  Pitt  in  reply  faid,  he  was  at  a lofs  to  guefs  on  wdiat  grounds  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  would  attempt  to  fatisfy  the  houfe  they  ought  not  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  confideration  of  the  important  meafure,  wdiicli  his  majefty,  from- 
his  paternal  regard  to  the  interefts  of  the  empire,  had  thought  proper  to  re- 
commend to  their  confideration  ; at  the  fame  time  he  informed  the  houfe, 
that  his  intention  was  only  to  propofe  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  on  the  next 
day  ; and  then,  after  a fufiicient  interval,  (about  ten  days)  to  proceed  to  the 
farther  difculfion  of  the  fubje^l.  It  was  not  his  wifli  even  then  to  prefs  the 
houfe  to  come  to  a vote  until  the  outline  had  been  opened  ; then  the  general* 
outline  and  principles  would  be  fubmitted,  and  it  would  be  propofed  to  have 
the  refolutions  printed,  and  to  allow  a farther  interval,  for  the  purpofe  of 
enabling  gentlemen  to  be  properly  prepared  for  the  difcuflion.. 

Mr.  Sheridan  confiderin.g  the  meafure  as  the  counfel  of  his  majefty’s.  minif- 
ters,  faid  he  deprecated  the  mifchievous  confequences  of  any  difcuftion  at  all  ;• 
and  therefore  Avas  not  to  Avait  for.  a difcuftion,  when  he  deprecated  the  con- 
fequences of  it. 

The  motion  for  taking  his  majefty’s  mefiage  into  confideration  on  the  mor- 
roAV  Avas  agreed  to. 
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On  the  following  clay  Lord  Grenville  in  the  Iloufe  of  Peers  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  taking  his  majefty’s  meffage  into  confideration ; no  de- 
bate occurred ; and  the  peers  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  his  majefty’s 
gracious  communication,  alluring  him,  that  they  would  maturely  deliberate 
on  the  fubjeft  recommended  to  their  notice,  and  promote  any  adjuftment  for 
confolidating  the  general  interefls  of  the  Britilh  empire. 

When  Mr.  Dundas  moved  for  a like  addrefs  in  the  commons,  he  obferved 
that  it  was  then  unnecellary  to  dwell  on  the  fubjeft,  as  a future  day  would 
be  appointed  for  difculling  it. 

The  addrefs  having  been  read,  i\Ir.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he  conceived  it  in- 
cumbent upon  minifters  before  they  propofed  the  difcuffion  of  apian  of  Union, 
to  olfer  fome  explanations  with  regard  to  the  failure  of  the  laft  folemn  adjuft- 
ment between  the  countries,  which  had  been  generally  deemed  final.  There 
was  the  ftronger  reafon  to  expert  this  mode  of  proceeding,  when  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Irilh  parliament  in  1782*  was  recollefted.  The  Britifii  legiflature 
having  acquiefced  in  this  declaration,  no  other  bafis  of  connexion  ought  to 
be  adopted.  The  people  of  Ireland,  Avho  cherilhed  the  plealing  remembrance 
of  that  period  when  independance  came  upon  them  as  it  were  by  furprife, 
when  the  genius  of  freedom  relted  upon  their  ifland,  would  come  to  this  fe- 
cond  adjufiment  with  a temper  which  would  “augur  not  tranquillity  but 
“ difquietude,  not  profperity  but  calamity,  not  the  fupprelfion  of  treafon, 
“ but 'the  extenfion  and  increafe  of  plots  to  multiply  and  enfanguine  its  hor 
“ rors.” 

It  might  be  deemed  informal,  he  hoped  it  was  not  improper,  to  enter  into 
the  difcuflion  on  an  addrefs  of  thanks.  There  were  topics  on  which  filence 
would  be  unworthy  of  the  majefty  of  truth,  and  his  country  had  claims  upon 
him,  which  lie  was  not  more  proud  to  acknowledge  than  ready  to  liquidate  to 
the  full  rneafure  of  his  ability. 

* We  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  his  majefty,  that  the  fubje£ts  of  Ireland  are  entitled  to  a free  con- 
ftitution;  that  the  imperial  crown  of  Ireland  is  infeparably  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain-, 
on  which  connexion  the  happinefs  of  both  nations  elfentially  depends  j but  that  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land is  a diftinft  dominion,  having  a parliament  of  her  own,  the  foie  legiflature  thereof:  that  there 
is  no  power  whatfoever  competent  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  nation,  except  the  king,  lords,  and 
commons  of  Ireland  : upon  which  exclufive  right  of  legillation  w'e  confider  the  very  ell'ence  of  our 
liberties  to  depend,  a right  which  we  claim  as  the  birth-right  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  which 
we  are  determined,  in  every  fituation  of  life,  to  alfertand  maintain. 
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There  was  a time  when  it  M^ould  have  been  intimated  to  him,  that  to  agi 
tate  in  that  houfe  any  qucftion  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  would  be  an 
encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  parliament  of  that  country;  and  that 
fuch  an  infult  to  the  dignity  of  that  body,  and  to  its  competence  of  legifla- 
tion,  would  inflame  that  quick  fpirit  of  independence,  Mdnch  the  fifter  king- 
dom knew  how  to  exprefs,  and  had  ever  appeared  both  able  and  ready  to  in- 
fufe  into  a fyflem  of  ardent  intrepid  oppofition  to  every  adt  of  ulterior  do- 
mination. But  now  that  the  queftion  involved  the  independence  and  very 
exiftence  of  the  Irilh  parliament,  he  did  not  fuppofe  that  any  fpeaker  would 
liav^e  recourfe  to  fuch  an  argument.  In  difcuffmg  the  intricate  and  delicate 
interefts,  which  the  king’s  melfage  embraced,  he  could  fee  the  poflible  danger 
of  increafmg  the  difcontent  of  the  people  of  Ireland  : but  danger  Avas  to  be 
apprehended  from  a violation  of  the  rights  and  the  independence  of  Ireland. 
V’hatever  might  be  the  confequences  of  the  prefent  fcheme,  he  was  dif|)ofed 
to  give  credit  to  minifters  for  purity  of  intention.  He  could  not  fufpedl  that 
they  would  propofe  a meafure  which  they  believed  would  ultimately  caufe  a 
reparation  of  Ireland  from  this  country.  He.  feared  the  agitation  of  the  quef- 
tion might  rather  encourage  than  deter  our  foes,  and  that  the  diftradlion 
Avhich  it  might  produce  would  aid  their  purpofe. 

To  render  an  incorporate  union  in  any  refpedt  a defirable  meafure,  the 
fenfe  of  the  nation  ought  to  be  freely  manifcfted  in  favour  of  it;  but  there 
Avas  no  profpcdt  of  obtaining  fuch  a concurrence;  and  an  Union  carried  by 
furprife,  by  intrigue,  by  fraud,  corruption,  or  intimidation,  Avould  leave  both 
countries,  Avith  regard  to  permanency  of  connexion,  in  a fituation  Avorfe  than 
the  prefent:  nor  ought  the  Union  to  be  obtained  by  foIloAving  the  advice  of 
a pamphleteer  (Mr.  Cook)  Avho  hinted  that  Are  fliould  recolledtthe  game 
played  off  by  the  volunteers  of  Ireland  to  take  advantage  of  Great  Britain, 
and  play  the  fame  game  againft  them.  Let  them  never  have  to  fay  to  the 
Englilh,  “ you  offered  us  your  aflifiance,  againft  domeftic  and  foreign  ene- 
mies; Ave  accepted  it,  and,  in  return,  gave  you  aftedlion  and  gratitude,  and 
the  irreproachable  pledge  of  all  the  fupport  in  our  poAver.  You  then  took 
advantage  Avith  your  40,000  foldiers ; you  conftrained  us  to  fubmit  to  an 
Union;  you  Avould  not  Avait  for  our  confent.  Some  Avere  afraid  of  being 
fufpefted  of  difloyalty,  if  they  fliould  come  foi  Avard ; others  Avere  banilhed ; 
all  Avere  fenfible  that  it  Avas  in  your  poAver,  by  acts  of  negatiAT  intimidation 
(the  expreflion  AV'ould  be  underftood  by  thofe  avLo  talked  of  negative  fuccefs) 
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by  refufing  to  fend  more  men,  or  to  reliev’eour  pecuniary  difficulties,  to  force 
an  Union.  * If  by  fuch  a6ls  they  deprived  Ireland  of  the  power  of  refifting 
any  claims  made  upon  her,  if  thus  they  wrung  from  her  her  independence,  if 
thus  they  intimidated  and  corrupted  her  parliament  to  furrender  the  people 
to  a foreign  jurifdiftion,  he  would  not  juftify  the  Irilh  in  a future  infurrec- 
tion,  but  he  would  fay,  that  the  alleged  grounds  for  it  would  wear  a very 
different  complexion  from  the  late. 

That  the  propofition  itfelf  ffiould  be  entertained  in  Ireland,  mud  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  extraordinary  cafe.  To  the  period  of  the  laft  folemn  adjuftment, 
the  great  impolicy  and  heinous  injuftice  of  the  Britilh  government  towards 
Ireland  for  300  years  is  notorious  and  avowed.  Is  it  then  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  a country,  the  objed  of  fuch  infult  for  three  centuries,  when 
at  laft  flie  had  wrung  from  our  tardy  juftice  that  independence,  which  ih^ 
had  a right  to  claim,  and  had  obtained  commercial  advantages,  ffiould, 
only  fixteen  years  afterwards,  fo  far  forget  all  prejudices,  as  to  furrender  the 
means,  by  which  flie  acquired  thofe 'advantages.?  Would  this  be  the  cafe,  if 
the  free  fenfe  of  the  country  were  manifefted?  But  it  is  poffible  that,  during 
thofe  fixteen  years,  the  parliament  may  have  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  Do  the  Irifii  plead  guilty  to  this  charge.?  On  the  contrary,  did  not 
his  majefty  congratulate  Ireland,  that  by  the  vigor  of  her  parliament  ffie  had 
acquired  an  increafe  of  profperity.?  And  that  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Irilh 
parliament  the  late  confpiracy  was  detected  and  brought  to  light;  and  when 
new  difturbances  are  dreaded,  was  it  to  be  difmifl’ed?  Was  the  deteblion  of 
plots  likely  to  be  better  effebted  by  the  Englilh  parliament? 

Would  it  be  maintained,  that  the  meafure  of  an  Union  would  not  wholly 
diffolve  the  legiflature  of  Ireland  ; that  independence  would  furvive  Union, 
though  in  a modified  ftate;  and  that  the  parliament  would  be  left  to  judge  of 
the  local  affairs  of  Ireland?  Really  this  feems  almoft  too  much  for  men’s 
feelings.  A parliament!  A fort  of  national  veftry  of  Ireland,  fitting  in  a 
kind  of  mock  legiflative  capacity,  after  being  ignobly  degraded  from  the 
rank  of  reprefentatives  of  an  independent  people,  and  deprived  of  the  greateft 
authority  that  any  parliament  could  poftefs  I Could  fuch  a ftate  be  called  a 
ftate  of  independence  ? And  could  we  fuppofe  that  the  Irifli  would  agree  to 
fuch  an  Union  under  any  other  circumftances  than  thofe  of  force. 

Was  the  parliament  of  England  competent  or  qualified  to  legiflate  for  the 
parliament  of  Ireland?  Impoffible.  Every  advantage  of  fituation  favored  the 
one;  the  other  was  unfitted  for  governing,  or  giving  law,  by  every  difad  van- 
tage 
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tage  of  fituation  and  every  diffimilarity  of  temper  and  habit.  Lord  Chancel 
lor  Clare  faid,  tliat  the  Englifli  parliament  was  lefs  acquainted  with  the  ftate 
of  Ireland,  than  any  other  body  of  men  in  the  world.  How  then  was  the 
parliament  of  England  better  fitted  to  legiflate  for  Irifiimen,  than  that  of  Ire- 
land M'ith  its  experience? 

With  refpeft  to  the  general  eflfedt  of  intimidation,  it  did  not  reft  upon  pre- 
fumption.  Had  not  a threat  been  thrown  out,  in  what  might  be  confidered 
as  an  official  proclamation,  that  the  troops  which  had  been  fent  to  Ireland 
might  be  withdrawn,  that  the  money  with  Mdiich  llie  was  aided  might  be^ 
with-holden,  and  the  country  left  helplefs  and  devoted?  Mull  not  the  Irilh, 
then,  Avho  have  fupported  the  connexion,  feel  that  they  are  not  at  liberty  to 
■choofe?  Such  infinuations  an  Irifli  clerk  or  fecretary  had  thought  proper  to 
throw  out  in  his  official  pamphlet.  The  effeft  then  upon  the  Irifli  mull:  be, 
that  it  is  impoffible  for  them  to  come  to  a free  difcuffion  of  the  fubje(T.  Such 
hints  from  perfons  in  office,  and  the  difmiflal  of  the  beft  friends  of  Ireland  from 
office,  warranted  this  inference,  that  if  a perfon,  whether  in  or  out  of  office, 
fliould  oppofe  the  Union,  he  will  be  confidered  as  a traitor  to  his  country? 
What  mult  be  the  elfecl;  upon  the  minds  of  the  officers  and  volunteers 
throughout  the  kingdom  ? He  was  willing  to  believe,  that  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  affairs  in  Ireland  had  been  directed  to  do  what  had  been  alluded  to, 
and  that  it  was  not  of  his  OAvn  accord.  But  to  talk  of  free  will  under  fuch 
circumllances  was  only  adding  mockery  to  injufrice,  and  infult  to  injury. 

He  contended  that  the  adjullment  propofed  would  only  unite  two  wretched 
bodies;  that  the  minds  would  ftill  be  diftin6l;  and  that  eventually  it  might 
lead  to  feparation.  The  king  of  Sardinia  had  lately  confented  to  the  furren- 
der  of  his  territory,  and  faid  it  was  right;  but  did  any  one  believe  that  the 
confent  was  real?  The  cafe  was  the  fame  with  refpe6l  to  Ireland.  We  could 
not  have  her  real  confent ; we  do  not  wilh  it,  or  would  not  have  had  recourfe 
to  corruption  and  intimidation.  They  had  heard  much  abufe  of  French  prin- 
ciples; hut  he  recommended  the  abftaining  from  French  pra61ices.  Let  no  fuf- 
picion  be  entertained  that  we  gained  our  object  by  intimidation  or  corruption ; 
let  our  Union  be  an  union  of  aft’eftion  and  attachment,  of  plain  dealing  and 
free  will ; let  it  be  an  union  of  mind  and  fpirit,  as  well  as  of  intereft  and  power ; 
let  it  not  refemble  thofe  Irifli  marriages  which,  commenced  in  fraud,  and 
were  confummated  by  force.  Let  us  not  commit  a brutal  rape  on  the  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland,  when  by  tendernefs  of  behaviour  we  may  have  her  the 
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willing  partner  of  our  fate.  The  ftate  of  Ireland  did  not  admit  fuch  a mar- 
riage; her  bans  ought  not  to  be  publidied  to  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  with 
an  army  of  40,000  men.  She  was  not  qualified  for  hymeneal  rites,  when  the 
grave  and  the  prifon  held  fo  large  a fliare  of  her  population. 

Some  delay  in  this  matter  could  produce  no  danger;  and  it  was  incumbent 
on  the  projectors  of  the  plan  to  ftate  the  reafons,  which  rendered  them  fo  eager 
to  prefs  it.  As  they  had  not  explained  their  motives,  he  had  been  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  caftle  pamphlet  as  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Irifii  govern- 
ment. That  author  offered  fingular  reafons  for  difpatch;  a dread  of  the  con- 
tinued influence  of  the  pope  and  the  intrigues  of  the  Britifli  anti-minifterial 
party.  He  had  alfo  a fingular  mode  of  quieting  the  Catholics,  by  making 
them  defperate,  by  telling  them  that  they  had  nothing  to  hope  from  their 
parliament.  “ Diflatisfadion  (faid  the  pamphleteer)  would  fink  intoacquief- 
“ cence,  and  acquiefcence  foften  into  content.”  “ A very  pretty  fentence,” 
faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  “ for  a novel !”  But  v-hat  right  had  the  author  to  afliime, 
that,  when  the  Union  lliould  have  taken  away  the  rights  of  the  Catholics, 
their  diflatisfadlion  would  fink  into  acquiefeenee  ? On  the  topic  urged  by  the 
pamphleteer,  refpefting  the  expediency  of  making  ufe  of  a time  of  war  and 
embarrafl’ment  to  accomplifli  the  wilhes  of  Britain,  in  return  for  the  adv^an- 
tage  taken  by  the  Irifli  volunteers  on  a former  occafion,  and  by  the  United 
Iriflimen  at  a more  recent  period,  he  remarked,  that  the  indignation  of  every 
man  of  lionor  muft  be  roufed  by  fuch  an  appeal  to  the  fpirit  of  revenge. 
Such  arguments  weighed  fo  lightly  againfl;  the  difadvantages  of  the  meafure, 
that  he  could  not  but  condemn  the  precipitancy  with  whicli  it  was  brought 
forward. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  ftated  the  probable  rifque  of  changes  in  our  politieal 
fyftem,  from  the  introdu6lion  of  one  hundred  members  into  the  Britifli  Houfe 
of  Commons;  members  who,  having  facrificed  the  parliament  of  their  own 
country,  might  not  be  fcrupuloufly  tender  of  the  Britilh  conftitution.  He 
then  difputed  the  competency  of  the  Irifli  legiflature  to  facrifice  itfelf  and 
transfer  its  power  to  the  Britifli  legiflature. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  moving  an  amendment,*  exprefling  the  fur- 
prife  and  deep  regret  with  which  the  houfe  learned  from  his  niajefty  that  the 
final  adjuftment,  which,  upon  his  gracious  recommendation,  took  place  be- 
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tween  the  kingdoms  in  the  year  1782,  and  which,,  by  the  declaration  of  the 
parliaments  of  both  countries,  placed  the  connexion  between  them  upon  a 
folid  and  permanent  bafis,  had  not  produced  the  effects  expeded  from  that 
folemn  fettlement;  and  alfo  intimating,  that  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons, 
having  ftrong  reafon  to  believe  that  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  his  minify 
ters  to  propofe  an  Union  of  the  legiflatures  of  the  two  kingdoms,  notwith' 
handing  the  faid  adjuftment,  felt  it  to  be  their  bounden  duty,  impreffed  as 
they  were  with  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions  of  the  confequences  of  fuch  a 
proceeding  at  this  time,  to  take  the’earlieft  opportunity  humbly  to  implore 
his  majefty  not  to  liften  to  the  counfel  of  thofe  who  fliould  advife  or  promote 
fuch  a meafure  at  the  prefent  crifis,  and  under  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
the  empire. 

Mr.  Canning  firft  anfwered  the  allegations  of  Mr.  Sheridan  with  regard  ta 
the  adjuftment  of  the  year  1782.  That  agreement,  he  faid,  was  termed  final 
in  one  of  the  refolutions  then  adopted;  but,  from  a fubfequent  vote,  it  ap- 
peared tliat  the  idea  of  eftabli fifing  foine  more  permanent  fyftem  never  had 
been  relinquifiied.  An  attention  to  the  true  import  of  that  vote  would  re- 
move all  imputation  of  impropriety  and  inconfiftency  from  the  meafure  then 
propofed.  The  late  numerous  and  momentous  events  in  Ireland  rendered 
England  more  particularly  interefted  in  whatever  concerned  that  kingdom. 
A moft  foul  rebellion  had  broken  out  in  that  country,  which,  by  the  wife 
and  vigorous  meafures  of  government,  liad  been  checked,  though  not  totally 
quelled;  party  heats  and  animofities  ftill  exifted;  faftions  ftill  remained, 
Avhofe  leaders  did  not  merely  aim  at  the  expulfion  of  this  or  that  fet  of  nfi- 
nifters,  who  aimed  not  at  a partial  reform  of  this  or  that  political  abufe,  real 
or  pretended ; but  whofe  views  threatened  the  annihilation  of  the  govern- 
ment and  conftitution  of  Ireland,  and  the  total  ruin  of  all  connexion  between 
that  country  and  this  ? The  exiftence  of  the  horrid  confpiracy  was  proved 
by  the  avowals  of  felf-convi6ted  traitors,  who  were  not  penitent,  but  ftill  en- 
tertained hopes  of  accoinplilhing  the  plots,  wliich  had  been  detefiled  by  the 
vigilance  of  parliament  and  of  the  executive  government,  and  which  would 
have  laid  the  capital  of  the  country  in  afiies,  and  deftroyed  every  thing  that 
was  valuable  or  dear  to  the  inhabitants ; after  the  dete6lion  then  of  thefe 
deep  and  damned  plots,  was  it  not  a matter  of  urgent  neceflity  to  devife  and 
adopt  the  moft  effe<5lual  means  of  counterafiling  the  pernicious  confequences 
that  might  otherwife  flow  from  them,  confequences  that  not  only  affected  the 
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continuance  of  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries,  but  which  deeply 
ftruck  at  the  profperity  and  very  exiftence  of  both  r 

Hence,  the  high  importance  of  tlie  objeft  was  evident.  It  Avas  not  the 
making  of  a provincial  regulation,  the  adjullment  of  an  internal  difference, 
or  the  arrangement  of  a plan  for  balancing  parties;  it  Avas  nothing  lefs  than 
to  fecure  Ireland  to  us  and  to  herfelf,  and  thus  to  promote  the  happinefs  and 
fecurity  of  the  Avhole  empire.  It  Avould  have  been  more  fair  and  candid, 
more  like  a ftatefman  and  patriot,  deliberately  to  examine  the  plan  before  he 
Avould  reject  it,  and  then,  if  he  could  fuggeft  any  other  Icheme  by  Avhich 
fuch  a defirable  objedt  could  be  attained,  to  ftate  it  for  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe.  He  had  not,  however,  faid  that  he  poffefled  any  fuch  plan ; and 
therefore  the  houfe  ought  not  to  reje6l  the  difculhon  of  that  propofed  to  them. 
Mr.  Canning  defended  the  confiftency  of  IMr,  Cooke’s  pamphlet,  and  then 
referred  to  a Avork  Avritten  by  Dr.  Duigenan,  and  obferved,  that  one  of  more 
convincing  argument  and  more  found  truth  he  had  never  feen.  The  author, 
he  thought,  had  confuted  his  antagonift,  Mr.  Grattan,  in  the  completeft 
manner.  In  fpeakingthus  of  Dr.  Duigenan,  he  did  it  Arithout  partiality,  be- 
caufe  he  did  not  knoAr  Avhether  that  gentleman  AA'ere  friendly  to  the  LTnion  or 
not.  The  do6tor  A\'as  AV’ell  knoAAUi  to  be  decidedly  hoftile  to  the  pretenfions 
of  the  Catholics,  infifting  on  their  exclufion  from  a lhare  in  the  legiflature, 
or  in  any  of  the  great  offices  of  ftate ; but  he  admitted  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  neceftity  of  that  exclufion  AV'ould  be  done  aAV'ay  by  the  adoption  of 
an  Union,  Avhich  AA^ould  fecure  the  Proteftant  afcendancy,  ftiould  they  even 
grant  the  Irifti  Catholics  complete  emancipation. 

Here  then  Avere  tAvo  parties  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  agreeing,  hoAvever, 
in  one  common  opinion.  But  it  AA^as  contended  that  this  Avas  an  improper 
time  for  propofing  the  meafure  ; yet,  if  an  Union  Av^ould  quiet  the  agitations 
of  Ireland,  Avhy  ftiould  the  remedy  be  delayed  till  the  mifehief  of  a battle 
ftiould  have  taken  place.  The  prefen t time  feemed  particularly  proper  for 
the  fcheme  of  Union;  and  one  of  the  eftefts  that  would  fpeedily  refult  from 
it  AA’ould  be  the  removal  of  a confiderable  part  of  that  armed  force  Avhich 
excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  laft  fpeaker.  That  the  deliberations  of  the  Irifti 
legiflature  had  been  influenced  by  the  terrors  of  that  army,  or  that  the  free- 
dom of  fpeech  had  been  taken  aAA'ay,  ]Mr.  Canning  Avas  unAvilling  to  admit. 
No  evidence  of  fuch  intimidation  could  be  adduced;  he  juftified  the  condudt 
of  the  miniftry  tOAvards  Sir  John  Parnell,  whofe  oppofition  to  a meafure  of 
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luch  importance  would  render  him  a very  unfit  affociate,  and  might  excite 
doubts  of  the  fmeerity  of  the  court. 

It  ought  to  be  confidered,  that  fome  of  the  principles  of  the  French  revo- 
lution had  made  a great  impreffion  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  poor  and 
uncivilized  as  the  generality  of  them  were,  and  diftra6fed  by  religious  feuds; 
and  that  the  enemy  hill  hoped  to  profit  by  the  favorable  difpofitions  of  a part 
of  that  nation.  To  extinguifh  fuch  hopes,  to  put  Ireland  out  of  danger, 
both  from  her  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies,  and  in  every  point  of  view  to 
improve  her  condition,  rvere  the  objefts  of  the  propofed  Union.  It  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  people  that  the  country  was  in  fuch  a fituation ; they  wanted 
commerce,  they  wanted  capital,  they  wanted  a particular  clafs  of  men  to 
conne6l  the  higheft  and  the  lowefl  orders  of  fociety,  fo  as  to  harmonife  the 
whole.  But  it  was  not  a mere  a6t  of  parliament  that  Avould  accomplifli  thefe 
great  and  beneficial  objects:  it  was  only  a connexion  with  a country  rvhich 
had  capital,  which  had  commerce,  which  had  a refpeftable  middle  clafs  of 
men,  that  could  effe6l  the  defired  change. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  for  the  fpace  of  three  hundred  years  we  had  oppref- 
fed  Ireland ; but  for  the  laft  tw^enty  years  the  conduct  of  England  had  been  a 
feries  of  conceflions.  The  Irilh  wanted  an  octennial  parliament;  it  was  granted. 
They  wilhed  for  an  independent  legifiature;  they  had  their  wilh.  They  de- 
fired a free  trade;  it  was  given  to  them.  A very  large  body  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  defired  a repeal  of  a part  of  the  penal  code  which  they  deemed  op- 
preflive;  the  repeal  was  granted.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  fpoken  as  if 
nothing  had  been  done  for  Ireland  but  what  flie  extorted,  and  what  the  had 
a right  to  demand;  he  feemed  to  think  that  paft  favors  were  no  proofs  of 
kindnefs.  It  was  undoubtedly  expedient  that  thefe  advantages  thould  be 
given  to  Ireland,  becaufe  her  profperity  was  the  profperity  of  England ; but 
they  rvere  not  privileges  which  tlie  could  claim  as  matters  of  right, 

j\Ir.  Canning  concluded  M’ith  recommending  a ftri6l  attention  to  his  ma- 
Jefty’s  propofal,  as  the  only  great  and  comprehenfive  view  that  had  ever  been 
taken  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  with  declaring  his  oppofition  to  Mr.. 
Sheridan’s  amendment,  as  it  would  debar  the  Irifh  from  obtaining  that  relief 
which  their  neceffities  and  their  danger  demanded. 

Mr.  Jones  objeded  to  the  Union,  chiefly,  becaufe  it  was  unfolicited  by  the 
Irilli,  who  were  the  beft  judges  of  its  expediency,  and  was  therefore  ill  cal- 
culated to  allay  their  difeontent. 
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After  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  explanation,  had  briefly  fupported  the  opinions 
which  he  had  delivered,  JMr.  Pitt  offered  hiinfelf  to  notice,  as  a defender  of 
the  addrefs,  and  of  the  general  principle  of  the  propofed  Union.  The  ad- 
drefs,  he  faid,  -sf^ould  only  pledge  the  houfe  to  take  into  ferious  confideration 
a fubjeft,  which  Avas  earneftly  recommended  to  its  notice,  and  which  was 
clofely  connefted  Avith  the  interefl;  of  the  Britifh  empire.  The  mover  of  the 
amendment  had  deprecated  all  deliberation  upon  the  fubje61,  and  CA'cn  infi- 
nuated  that  the  Irifh  parliament  had  not  the  poAATr  of  carrying  the  refult  of 
its  deliberations  into  effect,  if  it  fliould  detennine  in  favor  of  an  Union, 
AAuthout  an  appeal  to  the  people.  That  pofition,  if  true,  Avould  be  applica- 
ble to  the  parliaments  of  both  countries,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  both 
being  the  fame ; Avould  go  to  invalidate  the  a6ts  of  the  lafl:  ninety  years,  and 
tend  to  annihilate  the  Achole  authority  of  the  Britifli  parliament.  To  fay  that 
the  minifters  wifhed  to  furprife  the  houfe  into  this  meafure,  Aras  alfo  an  ill- 
founded  affertion;  for  they  had  rather  been  fcrupulous  in  the  oppofite  ex- 
treme. The  queftion  was,  Avhether  the  houfe  fliould  proceed  to  deliberate  in 
a grave  and  folemn  manner,  or  fliould,  Avithout  examination,  pronounce  the 
Union  to  be  unnecelfary,  dangerous,  or  impra6ticable.  That  gentleman  and 
his  friends  had,  in  the  courfe  of  many  years,  loudly  complained  of  the  mif- 
management  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  expatiated  on  the  deformity  of  its 
conftitution,  and  lamented  the  miferies  of  its  inhabitants.  Would  it  not 
then  be  more  prudent  to  apply  a promifing  renredy  at  the  prefent  time,  than 
to  rifque  the  effects  of  long  delay,  by  AA-hich  the  eidls  of  the  country  might 
be  aggravated  and  embittered  ? Thefe  evils  had  a deep  root,  being  involved 
in  the  prevailing  character,  manners,  and  habits  of  the  people,  in  their  want 
of  knoAvledge  and  intelligence,  in  the  ftate  of  property,  in  the  feparation  be- 
tween certain  clafles,  and  in  the  rancor  of  religious  dilfentions.  Catholic 
emancipation  and  parliamentary  refoi-m  had  been  recommended  as  remedies; 
but  there  AA'as  little  doubt  that  thefe  pretences  covered  dangerous  defigns. 
If  thofe  objects  could  be  obtained  by^-calm  inA’cftigation,  and  fliould  feem 
adequate  correctives,  feiv  Avould  decline  an  acquiefcence  in  them.  But  if 
the  ftate  of  fociety  be  fuch,  that  laAvs,  however  Avife  in  themfelves,  AA'ould  be 
ineffectual  as  to  their  objeCt,  until  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  people 
were  altered — if  mCn  Aiere  in  a ftate  of  poA*erty,  in  Avliich  it  Avas  impoffible 
that  they  could  liaA’e  any  comfort — if  the  progrefs  of  civilization  depend  in 
a great  meafure  upon  the  diftribution  of  Avcalth — if  the  improvement  of  that 
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wealth  depend  much  upon  the  diftribution  of  capital — if  all  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  an  increafe  of  national  wealth  depend  much  upon  the 
temper  of  the  inhabitants — if  thofe  advantages,  together  with  the  ftill  greater 
advantage  of  mental  improvement,  be  all  retarded  by  the  diftra6tions  and 
divifions  of  party,  by  the  blind  zeal  and  phrenzy  of  religious  prejudices,  by 
old  and  furious  family  feuds — if  all  thefe  caufes  combine  to  make  a country 
Avretched,  Avhat  Avas  the  remedy?  A legiflature  ftanding  aloof  from  local  party 
connexion,  fufficiently  removed  from  the  influence  of  contending  fadtions 
to  be  the  advocate  or  champion  of  neither;  being  fo  placed  as  to  have  no 
fuperftitious  reverence  for  the  names  and  prejudices  of  ancient  families,  that, 
havefo  long  enjoyed  the  monopoly  of  certain  public  patronages  and  property, 
which  cuftom  had  fandlioned,  and  Avhich  modern  neceffity  might  juftify;  a 
legiflature  that  Avould  neither  give  Avay  to  the  haughty  pretenlions  of  a few, 
nor  open  the  door  to  popular  inroads,  to  clamor,  or  to  the  inA^afion  of  all  fa- 
cred  forms  and  regularities,  under  the  falfe  and  impofmg  colors  of  philofophical 
improvement  in  the  art  of  government.  All  that  Avas  wanted  for  Ireland. 
W^here  Avas  it  to  be  found  ? In  the  country  Avhere  the  evils  Avhich  he  had  enu- 
merated exifted,  or  in  this?  Where  fliould  that  legiflature  deliberate?  In  a place 
AA'here  the  utinoft  effort  of  Avhat  was  ealled  patriotifin  amounted  to  nothing 
more  than  an  aim  at  temporary  popularity,  as  Avas  evident  from  Avhat  had  hap- 
pened, or  in  a place  Avhere  the  difcuflfion  Avas  calm  and  temperate  ? Certainly 
the  latter;  that  is,  in  England.  To  negledt  the  eftablifliment  of  fuch  a legif- 
lature, when  it  Avas  poflible  to  dofo,  Avas  an  imprudence,  Avhich  nothing  could- 
juftify. 

Mr.  Pitt  did  not  aflent  to  IMr.  Sheridan‘’s  obfeiwation,  that  England  had 
opprelfed  Ireland  for  three  hundred  years ; but  he  Avould  fay,  that  for  one 
hundred  years  this  country  had  followed  a very  narrow  policy  Avith  regard 
to  that  kingdom.  When  the  connexion  Avith  Ireland  Avas  fomething  more 
than  a name,  Avhen  that  connexion  was  afeertained,  and  the  imperial  parlia- 
ment of  this  country  exercifed  a fupremacy  over  Ireland,  it  did  happen  that 
during  that  period  the  narroAV  policy  of  Great  Britain,  influenced  by  vieAvs 
of  commercial  advantage,  tainted  and  perverted  by  felfifli  motives,  treated 
Ireland  Avith  illiberality  and  negle6t,  and  did  not  look  upo/i  her  profperity  as 
that  of  the  empire  at  large.  He  reprobated,  as  much  as  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, that  narroAv-minded  policy  as  mifehievous  and  pregnant  Avith  the 
moft  fatal  confequences  to  both  kingdoms.  Thefe  jealoufies,  however,  Avould 
be  buried  by  the  plan,  Avhich  Avould  foon  be  brought  forAvard.  They  all  had  in 
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their  moutiis  a fentence,  importing  that  every  good  Englidiman  and  good 
Irilhmau  felt  they  muft  ftand  or  fall  together;  that  they  Ihould  live  and  die 
together ; and  yet  without  fuch  a meafure  as  that  which  was  about  to  be  pro- 
pofed  to  them,  there  could  be  no  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  that  fenti- 
ment.  The  happinefs  of  both  countries  ought  to  be  perpetual.  As  it  then 
flood,  it  was  liable  to  a thoufand  accidents ; it  depended  upon  the  violence  of 
the  moment  ; it  might  be  governed  upon  vicAvs  of  temporary  popularity,  or 
by  the  perfonal  convenience  of  a few  individuals ; a tenure  upon  which  the 
happinefs  of  a nation  ought  never  to  depend. 

Of  the  fettlement  of  the  year  1782,  he  faid,  the  very  authors  of  the  mea- 
fure Avere  not  fatisfied  Avith  their  OAvn  Avork,*  as  appears  from  the  journals  of 
the  houfe.  They  faAv  theimperfedtions  of  their  oAvn  meafure;  and,  as  a fup- 
plement,  it  Avas  recorded  on  the  journals,  that  fuch  other  terms  fhould  be 
fettled  as  fliould  be  agreed  on  betAveen  the  tAvo  nations.  But  nothing  had 
been  done  to  give  it  effeO:,  and  therefore  he  had  their  own  authority  to  fay 
that  it  was-defe(51ive. 

He  added,  that  it  Avas  incumbent'  on  thofe  gentlemen  to  flioAv  the  bad 
tendency  of  the  prefent  meafure,  rather  than  requifite  for  its  advocates  to 
enlarge  on  its  probable  benefits;  for  the  condu61  of  the  former  proclaimed 
the  necefhty  of  making  fome  new  attempt  in  favor  of  Ireland.  Thofe  who 
fanclioned  the  independence  of  the  Hibernian  parliament,  Avithout  any  fe- 
curity that  the  tAVO  legiflatures  Avould  never  differ  effentially  upon  any  point, 
in  which  the  happinefs  of  the  Britifli  empire  might  be  involved,  Avere  parti- 
cularly bounden  ta  fliow,  that  fuch  a difference  Avas  not  likely  to  happen,  or 
that  it  might  eafily  be  remedied.  Hoav^  flood  the  cafe  in  point  of  experience 
as  to  the  regency.  The  honorable  gentleman  faid  there  AV'as  no  difference 
between  the  parliaments  as  to  the  regent.  There  Avas  indeed  no  difference 
as  to  the  per/ow  Avho  was  to  be  regent ; but  there  Avas  an  effential  difference 
as  to  the  principle,  on  Avhich  that  perfon  Avas  to  be  regent:  the  I rilh  par- 
liament decided  on  one  principle,  the  Britilh  parliament  on  another ; 
their  agreement  Avith  regard  to  the  perfon  Avas  accidental ; and  upon  the 
diflin6t  principles  on  Avhich  they  proceeded,  they  might  as  Avell  - haA’C 
differed  in  the  choice  of  the  perfon  Avho  Avas  to  be  regent,  as  in  the  ad- 
juftment  of  the  poAvers,  which  Avere  to  be  granted  to  him.  Would  any  one 
fay,  there  Avas  no  neceffity  for-  ai-rangement,  for  fecuring  an  unifonnity  of 
opinion  on  points  effential  to  the  exiftence  of  the  empire,  and  guarding 
againft  all  thofe  evils  Avhich  muft  arlfe,  Avhen  two  bodies,  Avhich  fliould  aft 
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in  concert,  move  in  contrary  dire6tions?  That  they  had  not  hitherto  differed 
in  the  great  and  momentous  events,  which  had  been  agitated  before  parlia- 
ment, was  a good  fortune,  which  had  arifen  from  one  general  caufe;  from  the 
Union  of  all  defcriptions  of  perfons  againfi  one  common  enemy,  M'ith  the 
exception  only,  of  a few,  whofe  counfels,  happily  for  both  countries,  and 
for  the  civilifed  part  of  the  world,  had  loft  all  their  influence. 

Could  any  man  fay,  that  fuch  difference  as  was  manifefted  in  the  time  of 
the  regency  would  never  occur  again  ? V'hen  they  came  to  treat  of  peace, 
for  inftance,  or  to  confider  the  fubjedt  of  alliance  with  any  foreign  power,  or 
any  queftion  of  trade  or  commerce,  might  not  local  prejudices  occafion  a 
difference  between  the  legiflatufes  upon  points  efi'ential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Britifli  empire  ? What  would  have  been  the  confequence  both  to  England  and 
Ireland,  had  the  diffenfions  in  Ireland  been  the  fame  in  point  of  force  againft 
the  executive  government  in  parliament,  fmce  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
fent  M’ar,  as  they  were  at  the  time  when  the  Irilh  propolitions  were  rejected  ? 
If,  in  the  prefent  contcft,  the  leaders  of  oppofition  fliould  have  as  much  in- 
fluence in  Ireland  as  they  formerly  pofleffed,  a vote  for  peace  might  pafs, 
and  the  efforts  of  Great  Britain  might  be  paral^Ted.  Would  the  honorable 
gentleman  fay,  that  the  parliament  of  Ireland  might  not  in  fuch  a cafe  neu- 
tralife  its  ports,  prevent  the  raifing  of  recruits  for  the  army  and  navy,  firike 
a fatal  blow  at  the  power,  and  endanger  the  exiftence  of  the  empire  ? Let 
any  man  maturely  reflect  on  the  dangers  that  might  refult  from  the  prefent 
fftuation  of  both  countries ; and  he  \vould  tremble  at  the  perils,  to  which  they 
were  expofed.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  could  they  do  juftice  to  either 
country  by  negledting  to  bring  foi’Avard  the  propofal  of  Union  ? 

After  a renewed  expofure  of  the  deplorable  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  an  addi- 
tional enforcement  of  the  neceffity  of  incorporating  that  realm  with  Great 
Bj'itain,  he  faid,  “ I fee  the  cafe  fo  plainly,  and  I feel  it  fo  ftrongly,  that  no 
“ apparent  or  probable  difficulty,  no  fear  of  toil,  or  apprehenfion  of  a lofs 
of  popularity,  fliall  deter  me  from  making  every  exertion  to  accompliffi 
“ the  great  w’ork,  on  which,  I am  perfuaded,  depend  the  internal  tranquil- 
lity  of  Ireland,  the  general  interelt  of  the  Britifli  empire,  and  perhaps  the 
“ happiuefs  of  a great  part  of  the  habitable  world.” 

When  the  queftion  was  put  for  the  amendment,  it  ivas  rejected  without  a 
divifion;  and  the  add  refs  was  immediately  voted. 

On  the  Sift  of  January,  themeffage  being  again  read,  Mr.  Pitt  rofe,  and 
in  a long  fpeech  fupported  the  grand  objedt,  which  his  fovereign  recommend- 
ed. 
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ed.  He  began  with  a reference  to  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Hoiifc  of 
Commons  in  Ireland.  That  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  had  the  right 
and  the  power  of  rejecting  a propofition  of  that  nature,  he  did  not  prefumc 
to  deny ; yet,  convinced  as  he  was  that  the  meafure  would  not  only  tend  to 
the  general  benefit  of  the  empire  of  Great  Britain,  but  would  particularly 
increafe  the  profperity  and  enfure  the  fafety  of  Ireland,  he  deeply  lamented 
the  unfavorable  reception  of  the  fcheme  in  the  Irifii  Houfe  of  Commons. 
He  did  not  mean  to  fpeak  difrefpeclfully  of  the  conduct  of  that  houfe;  but, 
while  he  admitted  and  refpe6led  their  rights,  he  felt  that,  as  a member  of 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  he  alfo  had  “ a right  to  exercife  and  a duty 
“ to  perform.”  That  duty  was  to  exprefs,  as  diftin6lly  as  he  could,  the  ge- 
neral nature  and  outline  of  a plan  which  he  confidered  as  pregnant  with  the 
moft  important' adv'antages.  If  the  Britifii  parliament,  upon  full  explanation, 
and  after  mature  delibei:ation,  fiiould  be  inclined  to  favor  the  fcheme,  he 
would  propofe  that  its  opinion  fiiould  remain  recorded  as  a determination  by 
which  it  would  abide,  leavdng  to  the  difpaffionate  Judgment  of  the  legifla- 
ture  of  Ireland  the  future  adoption  or  rejedlion  of  the  plan. 

"With  regard  to  the  general  principle  of  the  meafure,  both  fides  of  the 
houfe  feemed  to  confider  a perpetual  connexion  betwoen  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  as  elfential  to  the  true  interefls  of  both. 

Afluming  it  then  as  a propofition  not  to  be  controverted,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  thofe,  who  willi  to  promote  the  interefi;  and  profperity  of  both  coun- 
tries, to  maintain  the  ftrongeft  connexion  betw^een  them,  he  atked,  what 
fituation  of  affairs  had  called  them  to  the  difcuffion  of  this  fubjedt?  This 
very  connexion,  the  necelfity  of  which  had  been  admitted  on  all  hands,  had 
been  attacked  by  foreign  enemies  and  domeftic  traitors.  The  diffolution  of 
this  connexion  was  the  great  objedl  of  the  hoftility  of  the  common  enemies 
of  both  countries ; it  was  almoft  the  only  remaining  hope,  with  which  they 
fiill  continued  the  conteff 

A clofe  connexion  with  Ireland  having  been  allowed  to  be  effential  to  the 
iuterefts  of  both  countries,  and  that  connexion  being  dangeroufly  attacked, 
it  was  not  to  be  infinuated  that  it  was  unneceffary,  much  lefs  improper,  at 
that  arduous  and  important  crifis,  to  fee  whether  fome  new  arrangements, 
fome  fundamental  regulations,  were  notrequifite,  to  guard  againft  the  threat- 
ened danger.  The  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies  of  thefe  kingdoms  had 
fiiewu,  that  they  thought  this  the  vulnerable  point  in  which  they  might  be  moft 
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fuccefsfully  attacked.  Let  us  derive  advantage,  if  we  can,  from  their  hoftility ; 
they  felt  the  moft  ardent  hope,  that  the  two  parliaments  will  be  infatuated 
enough,  not  to  render  their  defigns  abortiv’e  by  fixing  that  connexion  upon 
a more  folid  bafis. 

The  nature  of  the  exifting  connexion  evidently  did  not  afford  that  degree 
of  fecurity,  which,  even  in  times  lefs  dangerous  and  lefs  critical,  was  neceffary 
to  enable  the  empire  to  avail  itfelf  of  its  flrength  and  refources. 

The  fettlemcnt  of  1782,  far  from  deferving  the  name  of  a final  adjufiment, 
Avas  one  that  left  the  connection  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  expofed 
to  all  the  attacks  of  party  and  all  the  effeCts  of  accident.  That  fettlement 
confifled  in  the  demolition  of  the  fyfiein  Avhich  before  held  the  tAvo  countries 
together.  A fyftem,  unworthy  of  the  liberality  of  Great  Britain,  and  injurious 
to  the  interefls  of  Ireland.  But  to  call  that  a fyftem  in  itfelf — to  call  that  a 
glorious  fabric  of  human  wifdom,  Avhich  Avas  no  more  than  the  mere  demo- 
lition of  another  fyftem — Avas  a perverfion  of  terms. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  quoted  the  parliamentary  journals,  to  prove  that  the  repeal 
of  the  declaratory  aCf  Avas  not  confidered  by  the  minifter  of  the  day  as  pre- 
clufive  of  endeavours  for  the  formation  of  an  ulterior  fettlement  between  the 
kingdoms;  for  under  his  aufpices,  an  addrefs  had  been  voted,  requefting  his 
majefty  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  might  ‘ eftablilh,  by  mutual  confent,  the 
‘ connexion  between  this  kingdom  and  Ireland  upon  a folid  and  permanent 
* bafts.’  No  meafures  of  that  kind,  however,  had  ftnce  been  adopted.  The 
tAvo  countries  Avere  left  with  feparate  and  independent  legiflatures,  conneCled 
only  by  the  identity  of  the  executh^e  government;  and  that  Avas  not  a 
fufficient  tie  to  unite  them  in  time  of  peace,  to  confolidate  their  ftrength  in 
time  of  war,  to  give  to  Ireland  her  full  ftiare  of  commercial  and  political  ad- 
vantages, or  to  both  nations  that  due  degree  of  ftrength  and  profperity  to 
which  they  Av^ere  entitled.  On  this  head  he  referred  to  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Fofter,  Avho  Avas  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  Ireland  at  the  time  Avhen  the 
commercial  propofttions  Avere  brought  forward.  That  minifter  then  faid, 
“ Things  cannot  remain  as  they  are.  Commercial  jealoufy  is  roufed;  it  Avill 
“ increafe  Avith  tAvo  independent  legiftatures;  and,  Avithout  an  united  infereft 
“ in  commerce,  in  a commercial  empire,  political  union  Avill  receive  many 
“ ftiocks,  and  feparation  of  intereft  muft  threaten  feparation  of  connexion ; 
“ Avhich  every  honeft  Irifliman  muft  ftiudder  to  look  at,  as  a poffible  event.” 

Mr.  Pitt  added,  that  the  evils  apprehended  by  IMr.  Fofter  could  only  be  re- 
medied 
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medied  by  two  means:  either  by  a commercial  compact,  fimilar  to  that  wliich 
was  reje6led  in  1785,  or  by  an  union  of  the  two  legiflatures.  He  infilled  upon 
the  peculiar  importance  of  drawing  out  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  empire,  and 
thus  enfuring  its  fafety  at  that  critical  moment.  The  people  of  Ireland  were 
proud,  he  believed,  of  being  alfociated  in  the  great  conteft,  and  muft  feel  the 
advantage  of  augmenting  the  general  force  of  the  empire.  Every  ftatefinan, 
every  writer  of  any  information  on  the  fubje6l  has  holden,  that  the  meafure 
moll  likely  to  augment  the  power  of  the  Britilli  empire,  was  the  Union  and 
confolidation  of  every  part  of  it. 

Great  Britain  had  always  felt  a common  interell  in  the  fafety  of  Ireland; 
but  that  intereft  M'as  never  fo  obvious  and  urgent  as  when  the  common  enemy 
made  her  attack  upon  Britain  through  the  medium  of  Ireland,  and  when  the 
attack  upon  Ireland  tended  to  deprive  her  of  her  connexion  with  Britain,  and 
to  fubllitute  in  lien  of  it  the  new  government  of  the  French  republic.  When 
that  danger  threatened  Ireland,  the  purfe  of  Great  Britain  was  open  for  the 
wants  of  Ireland,  as  for  the  necelTities  of  England. 

Mr.  Pitt  remarked,  that  he  well  knew,  that  as  long  as  Ireland  was  feparated 
from  Great  Britain,  any  attempt  on  our  part  to  purfue  meafures  which  we 
might  think  falutary,  with  refpecl  to  queftions  of  contending  fe61s  or  parties, 
the  claimed  rights  of  the  Catholics,  or  the  precautions  necelfary  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Protellants,  mull  certainly  be  a violation  of  the  independence  of 
that  kingdom,  and  an  ufurpation  of  the  right  of  deciding  points,  which  could 
only  be  brought  within  our  province  by  conipa6l.  He  could  not  be  inatten- 
tive to  the  events,  that  were  palfing  before  him,  and  he  affirmed,  that  whoever 
confidered  the  French  as  lliewiug  by  their  conduct,  that  they  deemed  Ireland 
the  weakell  and  moll  vulnerable  part  of  the  empire;  whoever  refle6ted  on  the 
dreadful  and  incxcufable  cruelties  inftigated  by  the  enemies  of  both  countries, 
and  on  thofe  lamentable  feverities,  with  which  the  exertions  for  the  defence  of 
Ireland  were  unhappily,  but  unavoidably,  attended,  and  the  neceffity  of  which 
was  itfelf  one  great  aggravation  of  the  crimes  and  treafons  which  led  to  them, 
mull  feel  that,  as  it  then  Hood  compofed,  in  the  hoftile  divilion  of  its  fe6ls,  in 
the  dnimolities  exifting  between  ancient  fettlers  and  original  inhabitants,  in 
the  ignorance  and  want  of  civilifation,  which  marked  that  country  more  than 
almollany  other  country  in  Europe,  in  the  unfortunate  prevalence  of  Jacobin 
principles,  ariling  from  thefe  caufes,  and  augmenting  their  malignity,  and 
which  had  produced  the  diftrelfed  ftate  that  all  now  deplored;  mull  agree  in 
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thinking,  that  there  was  no  cure  but  in  the  formation  of  a general  imperial 
iegiflature,  free  alike  from  terror  and  from  refentment,  removed  from  the 
danger  and  agitation,  uninfluenced  by  the  prejudices,  and  uninflamed  by  the 
paflions  of  that  diftra61ed  country. 

Among  the  great  and  known  defedls  of  Ireland,  one  of  the  moft  prominent 
V features  was  its  want  of  induftry  and  of  capital.  How  were  thofe  wants  to  be 
fupplied,  but  by  blending  more  clofely  with  Ireland  the  induftry  and  the  capital 
of  Great  Britain?  But,  above  all,  in  the  great  religious  diftin6lions  between 
the  people  of  Ireland,  what  was  their  fituation?  The  Proteftant  feels  that  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics  threaten  the  exiftence  of  the  Proteftant  afcendancy, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  great  body  of  Catholics  feel  the  eftabliflnuent 
of  the  national  church,  and  their  exclufion  from  the  exercife  of  certain  rights 
and  privileges,  as  grievances.  In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  it  becomes  a matter  of 
difficulty  in  the  minds  of  many  perfons,  whether  it  would  be  better  to  atend 
to  the  fears  of  the  former,  or  to  grant  the  claims  of  the  latter. 

He  was  well  aware,  that  the  fubje6l  of  religious  diftiiuTion  was  a dangerous 
and  delicate  topic,  efpecially  when  applied  to  fuch  a country  as  Ireland. 
Where  the  eftabliflied  religion  of  the  ftate  was  the  fame  as  the  general  religion 
of  the  empire,  and  where  the  property  of  the  country  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
comparatively  fmall  number  of  perfons  profeffing  that  religion,  vdiile  the  re- 
ligion of  a great  majority  of  the  people  was  different,  it  was  not  cafy  to  fay, 
on  general  principles,  wffiat  fyftem  of  church  eftablilhment  in  fuch  a country 
would  be  free  from  difficulty  and  inconvenience.  By  many,  it  would  be 
contended,  that  the  religion  ])rofeffed  by  a majority  of  the  people  Avould  at 
leaft  be  entitled  to  an  equality  of  privileges ; but  thofe  who  applied  fuch  an 
argument  without  qualification  to  the  cafe  of  Ireland,  furely  forgot  the  prin- 
ciples, on  which  Englifli  intereft  and  Englilh  connexion  had  been  eftabliflied 
in  that  country,  and  on  which  its  prefent  Iegiflature  was  formed.  No  man 
could  fay,  that,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  and  while  Ireland  remained  a 
feparate  kingdom,  full  conceffions  could  be  made  to  the  Catholics,  without 
endangering  the  ftate,  and  fliaking  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  to  its  centre. 
On  the  other  hand,  ivhen  the  condu6t  of  the  catholics  fliould  be  fuch  as  to 
make  it  fafe  for  the  government  to  admit  them  to  the  participation  of  the 
privileges  granted  to  thofe  of  the  eftabliflied  religion,  and  ivlien  the  temper 
of  the  times  fliould  be  favorable  to  fuch  a meafure,  it  was  obvious,  that  this  ■ 
queftion  might  be  agitated  in  an  united  imperial  parliament  with  much 
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greater  fafety  than  it  could  be  in  a feparate  legiflature.  He  alfo  thought  it 
certain  that,  even  for  wliatever  period  it  may  be  thought  neceflary,  after  the 
union,  to  withhold  from  the  Catholics  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  advantages, 
many  of  the  objedions  which  at  prefent  arofe  out  of  their  fituation  would  be 
removed,  if  the  proteftant  legiflature  were  no  longer  feparate  and  local,  but 
general  and  imperial;  and  the  Catholics  themfelves  would  at  once  feel  a mi- 
tigation of  the  mod  goading  and  irritating  of  their  prefent  caufes  of  com- 
plaint. 

He  enumerated  the  general  advantages,  which  Ireland  would  derive  from 
the  effe6ts  of  the  propofed  arrangement;  the  proteftion  which  die  would  fecure 
to  herfelf  in  the  hour  of  danger;  the  moft  effectual  means  of  increafing  her 
commerce  and  improving  her  agriculture,  the  command  of  Englifli  capital, 
the  infufion  of  Englilh  manners  and  Englifli  induflry,  neceffarily  tending  to 
meliorate  her  condition,  to  accelerate  the  progrefs  of  internal  civilifation,  and 
to  terminate  thofe  feuds  and  diflenfions,  which  diftraCted  the  country,  and 
which  Ihe  did  not  poffefs  within  herfelf  the  power  either  to  control  or  to  ex- 
tinguifli.  She  would  fee  the  avenue  to  honors,  to  diftinrfions,  and  exalted 
fituations  in  the  general  feat  of  empire,  opened  to  all  thofe,  whofe  abilities  and 
talents  enabled  them  to  indulge  an  honorable  and  laudable  ambition. 

From  the  queftion  of  general  advantage  the  minifter  proceeded  to  fpecifie 
flatements  of  the  benefits,  vdiich  Ireland  might  derive  from  the  plan,  in  point 
of  commerce  and  manufa6lures.  ' 

Having  thus  affigned  his  reafons  for  recommending  an  incorporate  Union, 
Mr.  Pitt  noticed  fome  objections  which  had  been  urged  againft  it,  particularly 
thofe  which  related  to  parliamentary  competency,  and  to  the  lofs  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  realm  of  Ireland. 

The  minifter  fpoke  much  at  large  upon  the  nature  af  civil  power,  becaufe 
he  felt,  that  the  falfe  and  dangerous  mockery  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  people 
was  one  of  the  chief  elements  of  jacobinifm,  one  of  the  favorite  impoftures 
calculated  to  miflead  the  underftanding,  and  to  flatter  and  inflame  the  paffions 
of  the  mafs  of  mankind,  who  had  not  the  opportunity  of  examining  and  ex- 
pofing  it;  and  that  as  fuch,  on  every  occafion,  and  in  every  Ihape  in  which  it 
appeared,  it  ought  to  be  combated  and  refifted  by  every  friCnd  to  civil  order, 
and  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind.  He  next  addrelfed  fome  obfer- 
vations  to  thofe  politicians,  who  deprecated  the  lofs  of  national  independence. 

In  combating  this  general  and  abflract  principle,  which  would  operate  as  an 
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objedion  to  every  L^nion  between  feparale  ftates,  on  the  ground  of  the  facri- 
fice  of  independence,  he  did  not  contend  that  there  was  in  no  cafe  juft  ground 
for  fuch  a fentiment!  Far  from  it:  it  might  become,  on  many  occafions,  the 
firft  duty  of  a free  and  generous  people.  If  there  exifted  a country,  wliich 
contained  within  itfelf  the  means  of  military  protection  and  naval  force  ne- 
ceflary  for  its  defence;  which  furniflied  objeCts  of  induftry  fufticient  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  its  inhabitants,  and  pecuniary  refources  adequate  to  a dignified 
maintenance  of  the  rank,  which  it  had  attained  among  the  nations  of  the 
world;  if,  above  all,  it  enjoyed  the  bleflings  of  internal  content  and  tran- 
quillity, and  poflefled  a diftinCl  conftitution  of  its  own,  the  defeCts  of  which,  if 
any,  it  was  within  itfelf  capable  of  correcting;  if  that  conftitution  were  equal 
if  not  fuperior,  to  any  other  in  the  world ; or  (which  was  nearly  the  fame 
thing)  if  thofe,  who  lived  under  it  believed  it  to  be  fo,  and  fondly  cherilhed 
that  opinion;  he  could  eafily  conceive  that  fuch  a country  muft  be  jea- 
lous of  any  meafure,  which,  even  by  its  own  confent,  under  the  authority  of 
its  own  lawful  government,  was  to  aftbciate  it  as  a part  of  a larger  and  more 
extenfive  empire. 

But  if  there  were  a country,  which  againft  the  greateft  of  all  dangers  that 
threatened  its  peace  and  fecurity,  had  not  adequate  means  of  protecting  itfelf 
Muthout  the  aid  of  another  nation ; if  that  other  were  a neighbouring  and  kin- 
dred nation,  fpeaking  the  fame  language,  whofe  laws  and  cuftoms  were  the 
fame  in  principle,  but  were  carried  to  a greater  degree  of  perfection,  with  a 
more  extenfive  commerce,  and  more  abundant  means  of  acquiring  and 
diffufing  national  wealth;  the  ftability  of  whofe  government,  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  whofe  conftitution,  were  more  than  ever  the  admiration  and  envy 
of  Europe,  and  to  which  the  very  country  of  which  they  were  fpeaking 
oould  only  boaft  an  imperfeCt  refemblance;  under  fuch  circumftances,  what 
conduct  would  be  preferibed  by  every  rational  piinciple  of  dignity,  of  honor, 
or  of  intereft?  He  afked  whether  that  were  not  a faithful  defeription  of  the 
circumftances,  which  ought  to  difpofe  Ireland  to  an  Union,  and  whether  Great 
Britain  were  not  precifely  the  nation,  with  which  on  thofe  principles,  a coun- 
try, fituated  as  Ireland  was,  would  defire  to  unite.  Did  an  Union,  under 
fuch  circumftances,  by  free  confent,  and  on  juft  and  equal  terms,  deferve  to 
be  branded  as  a propofal  for  fubjeCting  Ireland  to  a foreign  yoke?  W’as  it 
not  rather  the  free  and  voluntary  affociation  of  two  gveat  countries,  which 
joined  for  their  common  benefit  in  one  empire,  where  e<ich  would  retain  its 
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proportional  w eight  and  importance,  under  the  fecurity  of  equal  laws,  reci- 
procal alfedion,  and  infeparable  interefts;  and  which  wanted  nothing  but 
that  indiflbluble  connexion  to  render  both  invincible  ? 

Nec  Teucris  Italos  parere  jubebo, 

Nec  nffva  regna  peto : paribus  fe  legibus  ambcs 
' InviBce  gentes  ceterna  in  fcadera  mittant. 

The  obje6tion  drawn  from  the  injury,  which  Ireland  might  fuffer  by  the 
abfence  of  her  chief  nobility  and  gentry,  wdio  would  flock  to  the  Imperial 
metropolis,  w^as  obviated  by  remarking,  that,  though  this  efle<9;  would  take 
place  during  a part  of  the  year,  the  difadvantage  w'ould  be  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  operation  of  the  fyftem  in  other  refpedts.  To  prove  the 
aflertion,  ]\Ir.  Pitt  entered  into  a very  clofe  chain  of  reafoning  from  pre- 
fumption,  analogy,  and  experience  as  to  Scotland. 

As  the  adveifaries  of  the  Union  had  propagated  an  idea,  that  the  main  prin- 
ciple of  the  meafure  was  to  fubje6t  Ireland  to  a load  of  debt  and  an  increafe 
of  taxes,  he  again  looked  to  Scotland.  Was  there  any  inftance  wdiere,  wdth 
forty-five  members  on  her  part,  and  five  hundred  and  thirteen  on  ours,  that 
part  of  the  United  kingdom  had  paid  more  than  its  due  proportion  to  the  ge- 
neral burthens?  Could  it  then  be  apprehended  that  we  Ihould  tax  Ireland 
more  heavily  when  flie  became  affociated  wdth  ourfelves?  To  tax  in  its  due 
proportion  the  whole  of  the'  empire,  to  the  utter  exclufion  of  the  idea  of  the 
predominance  of  one  part  of  fociety  over  another,  was  the  great  charaderiftic 
of  Britifli  finance,  as  equality  of  laws  was  of  the  Britifli  conftitution. 

When  they  fliould  come  to  the  details  of  that  propofition,  it  w'ould  be  in 
their  power  to  fix,  for  any  number  of  years  that  Ihould  be  thought  fit,  the 
proportion,  by  which  the  contribution  of  Ireland  to  the  expences  of  the  ftate 
fliould  be  regulated,  and  to  determine  that  thefe  proportions  fliould  not  be  fuch 
as  w^ould  make  a contribution  greater,  than  tlie  amount  of  its  prefent  neceflfary 
expences,  as  a feparate  kingdom.  Even  after  that  limited  period,  the  pro- 
portion of  the  whole  contribution,  from  time  to  time,  might  be  made  to  de- 
pend on  the  comparative  produce  in  each  country,  of  fuch  general  taxes  as 
might  be  thought  to  afford  the  beft  criterion  of  w^ealth ; or  the  fyftem  of  in- 
ternal taxation  might  gradually  be  fo  equalifed  and  aftimilated,  on  the  leading 
articles,  as  to  make  all  rules  of  fpecific  proportion  unnecefl'ai’y,  and  to  fecure 
Ireland  from  being  ever  taxed  but  in  proportion  as  w'e  fliould  tax  ourfelves. 
The  application  of  thefe  principles  would  form  matter  of  future  difcuflion ; 
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lie  mentioned  them  only  as  ftrongly  fliewing,  from  the  mifreprefentation, 
which  had  taken  place  on  that  part  of  the  fubject,  how  incumbent  it  was 
upon  the  houfe  to  receive  thefe  propofitions,  and  to  adopt,  after  due  delibe- 
ration, fuch  refolutions  as  might  record  to  Ireland  the  terms,  upon  v/hich  we 
were  ready  to  meet  her.  And  in  the  mean  time  wait,  not  without  impatience, 
but  without  dilfatisfaftion,  for  that  moment,  when  the  effedl  of  reafon  and 
difcuffion  would  reconcile  the  minds  of  men  in  that  kingdom  to  a meafure, 
which  he  was  fure  would  be  found  as  neccflary  for  their  peace  and  happinefs, 
as  it  M'ould  be  conducive  to  the  general  fecurity  and  advantage  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  empire. 

IMr.  Pitt  then  prefented  to  the  houfe  eight  refolutions,  which  he  had  pre- 
pared, embracing  the  general  plan  of  the  Union. 

“ I.  In  order  to  promote  and  fecure  the  eflential  interefts  of  Great  Britain 
“ and  Ireland,  and  to  confolidate  the  ftrength,  power,  and  refources  of  the 
“ Britilli  empire,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  concur  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  beft 
“ tend  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  into  one 
“ kingdom,  in  fuch  manner,  and  on  fuch  terms  and  conditions,  as  may  be 
“ eftabliflied  by  a61s  of  the  refpedlive  parliaments  of  his  majefty’s  faid  king- 
doms. 

“ II.  It  would  be  fit  to  propofe  as  the  firft  article,  to  ferve  as  a bafis  of  the 
“ faid  Union,  that  the  faid  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fiiall,  on  a 
day  to  be  agreed  upon,  be  united  into  one  kingdom,  by  the  name  of  the 
“ United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

“ III.  For  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  the  fuccefiion 
“ to  the  monarchy  and  the  imperial  croAvn  of  the  faid  united  kingdom,  fiiall 
“ continue  limited  and  fettled,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  imperial  crown  of 
“ the  faid  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  now  ftands  limited  and 
“ fettled,  according  to  the  exifting  laws,  and  to  the  terms  of  the  LTnion  be- 
“ tween  England  and  Scotland. 

“ IV.  For  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  befit  to  propofe,  that  the  faid  united 
“ kingdom  be  reprefented  in  one  and  the  fame  jiarliament,  to  be  ftiled  the 
“ Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ; and 
“ that  fuch  a number  of  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  fuch  a number  of 
“ members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  fiiall  be  hereafter  agreed  upon 
“ by  a6ts  of  the  refpeftive  parliaments  as  aforefaid,  fiiall  fit  and  vote  in  the 
faid  parliament  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  and  fiiall  be  fummoned,  chefen, 
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“ and  returned,  infuch  manner  as  diall  be  fixed  by  an  ad  of  the  parliament 
“ of  Ireland  previous  to  the  faid  Union  ; and  that  every  member  hereafter  to 
“ fit  and  vote  in  the  faid  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  fiiall,  until  the 
“ faid  parliament  fliall  otherwife  provide,  take,  and  fubferibe  the  faid  oaths, 
“ and  make  the  fame  declarations,  as  are  by  law  required  to  be  taken,  fub- 
“ fcribed,  and  made,  by  the  members  of  the  parliaments  of  Great  Britain 
“ and  Ireland. 

“ y.  For  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  the  churches 
“ of  England  and  Ireland,  and  the  dodrine,  worlhip,  difcipline,  and  go- 
“ vernment  thereof,  fiiall  be  prelerved  as  now  by  law  eftablilhed. 

“ VI.  For  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  his  majefty’s 
“ fubjeds  in  Ireland  fiiall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  entitled  to  the  fame  privi- 
“ leges,  and  be  on  the  fame  footing  in  refpee^  of  trade  and  navigation,  in 
“ all  ports  and  places  belonging  to  Cheat  Britain,  and  in  all  cafes  with  re- 
“ fped  to  which  treaties  fiiall  be  made  by  his  majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs, 
“ with  any  foreign  power,  as  his  majefty’s  fubjeds  in  Great  Britain ; that 
“ no  duty  fiiall  be  impofed  on  the  import  or  export  between  Great  Britain 
“ and  Ireland  of  any  articles  now'  duty  free ; and  that  on  other  articles  there 
“ fiiall  be  eftablifiied,  for  a time  to  be  limited,  fuch  a moderate  rate  of  equal 
“ duties  as  lhall,  previous  to  the  Union,  be  agreed  upon  and  approved  by 
“ the  .refpeCtive  parliaments,  fubjed,  after  the  expiration  of  fuch  limited 
“ time,  to  be  diminiflied  equally  with  refped  to  both  kingdoms,  but  in  no 
“ cafe  to  be  increafed  ; that  all  articles,  which  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
“ imported  into  Great  Britain  from  foreign  parts,  fiiall  be  importable  through 
“ either  kingdom  into  the  other,  fubjed  to  the  like  duties  and  regulations 
“ as  if  the  fame  were  imported  diredly  from  foreign  parts  ; that  ivlicre  any 
“ articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufadure  of  either  kingdom,  are  fub- 
“ jed  to  any  internal  duty  in  one  kingdom,  fuch  countervailing  duties  (over 
“ and  above  any  duties  on  import  to  be  fixed  as  aforefaid)  fiiall  be  impofed 
“ as  lhall  be  neceflary  to  prevent  any  inequality  in  that  refped  ; and  that  all 
“ matters  of  trade  and  commerce  other  than  the  foregoing,  and  than  fuch 
others  as  may  before  the  Union  be  fpecially  agreed  upon  for  thedueencou- 
ragement  of  the  agriculture  and  manufadures  of  the  refpedive  kingdoms, 
“ fiiall  remain  to  be  regulated  from  time  to  time  by  the  unite<l  parliament. 

“ VII.  For  the  like  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  the  charge 
arifing  from  the  payment  of  the  interefr,  or  finking  fund  for  the  rcdudion 
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“ of  the  principal  of  the  debt  incurred  in  either  kingdom  before  the  Union, 
“ fhall  continue  to  be  feparately  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  re- 
“ fpeftively  ; that,  for  a number  of  years  to  be  limited,  the  future  ordinary 
“ expences  of  the  united  kingdom,  in  peace  or  war,  fliall  be  defrayed  by 
“ Great  Britain  and  Ireland  jointly,  according  to  fuch  proportions  as  fliall 
“ be  eftabliflied  by  the  refpe6live  parliaments  previous  to  the  Union  ; and 
“ that,  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  to  be  fo  limited,  the  proportion  fliall 
“ not  be  liable  to  be  varied,  except  according  to  fuch  rates  and  principles  as 
“ fliall  be  in  like  manner  agreed  upon  previous  to  the  Union. 

“ VIII.  For  the  like  purpofe  it  ivould  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  all  laws  in 
“ force  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  and  all  the  courts  of  civil  or  ecclefiaftical 
“ jurifdiftion  Muthin  the  refpeftive  kingdoms,  fliall  remain  as  now  by  law 
“ eftabliflied  within  the  fame,  fubjefl  only  to  fuch  alterations  or  regulations 
“ from  time  to  time,  as  circumftances  may  appear  to  the  parliament  of  the 
“ united  kingdom  to  require.” 

Mr.  Pitt  at  the  fame  time  moved  an  addrefs  to  accompany  the  refolutions, 
ftating,  that  the  commons  had  proceeded  with  the  utnioft  attention  to  the 
ronfideration  of  the  important  objefts  recommended  in  the  royal  meflage  ; 
that  they  entertained  a firm  perfuafion  of  the  probable  benefits  of  a co7nplete 
and  entire  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  founded  on  equal  and 
liberal  principles ; and  that  they  were  therefore  induced  to  lay  before  his 
majefty  fuch  propofitions,  as  appeared  to  them  to  be  heft  calculated  to  form 
the  bafts  of  fuch  a fettlenient,  leaving  it  to  his  wifdom,  in  due  time  and  in  a 
proper  manner,  to  communicate  them  to  the  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland, 
with  whom  they  would  be  at  all  times  ready  to  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures 
as  might  be  found  moft  conducive  to  the  accomplifliment  of  that  great  and 
falutary  work. 

Mr.  Sheridan  cautioned  the  houfe  againft  the  fedu61ive  force  of  the  mi- 
nifter’s  oratory,  ivhicli  might  miflead  fome  into  an  affent  or  concurrence,  that 
their  cooler  reafon  would  condemn.  He  contended,  that  in  the  alarming 
ftate  of  Ireland,  it  was  unfafe  to  drive  a fpirited  nation  into  an  experiment 
of  fo  delicate  and  fo  important  a nature.  The  fate  of  the  queftion,  when  it 
was  lately  agitated  in  Ireland,  might  reafonably  induce  him  to  defift  from  the 
profecution  of  the  fcheme ; but,  as  he  had  folemnly  pledged  himfelf  for  the 
exertion  of  his  moft  ftrenuous  efforts  to  produce  an  Union  of  the  two  king- 
doms, it  might  be  apprehended,  that  he  would  purfue  his  courfe  in  defiance 
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of  every  obftacle,  would  make  ufe  of  artifice  to  gain  his  point,  flatter  and  de- 
lude the  Irifli,  and,  by  feeming  to  refpe6i;  their  declared  opinion,  lull  them 
into  ina6livity,  the  more  completely  to  fubjugate  them  to  flavery.  TheHoufe, 
hlr.  Sheridan  hoped,  would  not  be  fo  inconfiderate  as  to  adopt  a fyftem, 
which  would  cherifli  animofity  and  difcord,  where  affection  ought  to  be  con- 
ciliated, and  harmony  eftabliflied,  which  would  fow  diflenfion  between  the 
commons  and  the  peers  of  Ireland,  irritate  the  whole  parliament  by  holding 
it  up  to  view  as  a feeble  and  inefficient  body,  duped  by  Englifli  faftions,  and 
array  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  againfl  that  of  another  realm  governed 
by  the  fame  fovereign. 

If  the  condition,  of  Ireland  were  really  as  deplorable  as  it  was  ftated  to  be, 
the  houfe  ought  to  be  informed  from  what  milcondu6l  fuch  evils  had  arifcn, 
amidft  the  advantages  which  God  and  nature  had  befiowed  upon  her.  It 
might  be  concluded,  indeed,  that  her  poverty  was  chiefly  occafioned  by  the 
narrow  unwife  policy  of  Britain,  a policy  which,  he  was  glad  to  find,  the 
minifter  now  difapproved.  Her  weaknefs,  perhaps,  was  not  fo  great  as  it  was 
fuppofed  to  be ; and,  if  it  Avere,  it  Avas  ungenerous  to  infult  her.  Such  an 
infult  Avould  not  have  been  offered  to  her  Avhile  her  volunteers  Avere  in  arms. 
He  reproved  JMr.  Canning  for  pleading  the  caufe  of  bold  and  barefaced  cor- 
ruption, and  thus  clouding  and  contaminating  Avith  its  foul  fog  and  baneful 
breath  the  pure  morning  of  his  political  life ; and  cenfured,  as  wanton  and 
imneceffary,  Mr.  Pitt’s  pledge  for  the  profecution  of  his  favorite  meafure. 
He  animadverted  on  the  conduct  of  the  court  in  the  difpute  refpe6fing  the 
Catholics.  A lord  lieutenant  had  been  fent  to  that  kingdom  to  allay  animo- 
fities,  and  gratify  the  great  bulk  of  the  nation.  The  cup  of  conceffion  Avas 
prefented  to  their  lips,  but,  when  they  AA’ere  on  the  point  of  tafting,  it  Avas 
dafhed  in  their  faces,  and  the  neAV  viceroy  Avas  recalled.  Was  that  a proper 
prelude  to  an  union  ? 

In  reply  to  the  obfervations  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  adjuftmentof  the  year  1/82, 
he  maintained  that  it  Avas  intended  to  be  final  Avith  res:ard  to  the  conftitution 
of  Ireland  ; but  he  admitted  that  fome  regulations,  chiefly  commercial,  Avere 
to  have  been  propofed  for  the  improvement  of  the  connexion  betAveen  the 
kingdoms. 

The  alfertions  refpe6ling  the  number  of  Irifli  Avho  Aviflied  for  an  Union  were 
not  Avell  founded.  A confiderable  majority  of  the  peers,  indeed,  Avere  inclined 
to  promote  it ; but  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  court  had  little  reafon  to 
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boaft  of  its  fiiccefs,  as,  notwithftaiiding  the  apparent  plurality  of  votes  for  the 
niealure,  the  far  greater  number  of  inclcpemlent  members  were  adverfe  to  it, 
and  out  of  parliament  the  approvers  of  it  were  very  few.  The  inhabitants  of 
Cork,  it  was  faid,  were  friendly  to  the  fcheme,  and  thofe  of  Limerick  were 
likewife  difpofed  to  favor  it ; but  had  not  the  lure  of  a dock-yard  been  thrown 
out  to  the  former,  and  a menace  to  the  latter  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  linen  trade.? 
Thus,  while  fome  were  to  be  bribed,  others  were  to  be  intimidated  into  com- 
pliance. The  Catholics  M'ere  among  thofe,  to  whom  favors  were  promifed ; 
but  might  not  they  be  gratified  without  an  Union  ? and  might  not  every  ad- 
vantage, which  was  mentioned  as  the  probable  refult  .of  the  fcheme,  be  af- 
forded without  its  adoption  ? 

Mr.  Sheridan  recapitulated  fevei  al  of  his  former  arguments,  and  concluded 
with  reading  two  refolutions,  to  which,  he  thought,  no  true  friend  of  either 
country  would  objedl.  They  were  couched  in  thefe  terms  : “ that  no  mea- 
“ ftires  can  have  a tendency  to  improve  and  perpetuate  the  ties  of  amity  and 
“ connexion  now  exifiing  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  have  not 
“ for  their  bafis  the  manifeli,  fair,  and  free  confent  and  approbation  of  the 
“ parliaments  of  the  two  countries;”  and  “ that  whoever  fliall  endeavour  to 
“ obtain  the  appearance  of  fuch  confent  and  approbation  in  either  country, 
“ by  employing  the  influence  of  government  for  the  purpofe  of  corruption 
“ or  of  intimidation,  is  an  enemy  to  his  majefly  and  to  the  conftitution.” 

Lord  Hawkeflniry  animadverted  on  the  charge  of  intimidation,  affirming 
it  to  be  inapplicable  to  the  proceedings  of  the  miniftry  in  the  prefent  cafe  ; 
denied  that  any  corruption  had  been  pradtifed ; and  reprefented  the  difmif- 
fion  of  Anti-Unionifls  from  office  as  a proof  of  the  fmcerity  of  the  premier  in 
the  profecution  of  an  important  meafure.  He  controverted  the  finality  of 
the  adjuftment  of  1782,  and  declared  his  conviction,  that  the  radical  evils  of 
the  exifting  government  in  Ireland  could  not' be  completely  removed  with- 
out an  Union.  It  would  allay  the  jealoufies  of  the  Catholics  and  the  Pro- 
teftants,  promote  in  every  refpedt  the  profperity  of  Ireland,  and  add  to  tlie 
ftrength  and  refpeftability  of  the  whole  empire. 

Dr.  Laurence  conjured  the  houfe  to  relinquifli  a difeuffion,  which  might 
be  productive  of  ferious  mifehief,  while  fo  high  a degree  of  irritation  per- 
vaded the  public  mind  in  Ireland.  The  meafure,  he  faid,  was  not  neceflary 
at  the  prefent  moment,  even  if  it  promifed  to  be  more  beneficial  than  be  had 
reafon  to  think  that  it  would  be.  The  fettlement  of  1782,  according  to  the 
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opinion  of  Mr.  Burke,  was  to  every  confiitutional  purpofe  final  and  conclu- 
five,  though  the  mercantile  concerns  of  the  two  countries  might  require  fome 
further  arransjements. 

The  houfe  then  divided  upon  the  queftion  for  the  fpeaker’s  leaving  the 
chair,  when  the  ayes  Avere  140,  the  noes  15. 

The  confident  alfurance  of  the  minifter  in  final  fuccefs  encouraged  him  to 
the  profecution  of  this  great  defign.  Having  allowed  the  interval  of  a Aveek 
for  the  confideration  of  the  refolutions  he  hadfubmitted  to  the  houfe,  on  the 
7th  of  February  he  propofed  a full  /lifcuffion  of  the  fubject  in  a committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  but  before  it  was  formed,  he  confented  to  difpofe  of  iNIr. 
Sheridan’s  motions  refpeding  the  fair  and  free  confent  of  both  parliaments. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  reneAv^ed  his  oppofition  to  the  fcheine.  Since  the  laft 
meeting,  he  faid,  many  gentlemen  had  been  induced  to  alter  their  opinions, 
and  to  agree  Avith  him  on  the  impropriety  and  the  danger  of  perfifting  in  a 
meafure,  Avhich  Avas  highly  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  Ireland ; and  as  the 
houfe  had  not  pledged  itfelf  to  the  fupport  of  it,  it  Avas  not  too  late  to  check 
the  rafiinefs  of  its  zealous  advocates.  The  minifter  might  Avilh  to  purfue  it 
againft  the  fenfe  of  a nation  ; but  the  houfe  ought  to  be  fo  far  guided  by  pru- 
dence and  judgment  as  to  difregard  alibis  perfuafions,  and  refcue  the  empire 
from  the  peril,  in  Avhich  he  Avould  involve  it.  It  Avas  curious  to  obfei  Ae  the 
coincidence  of  the  minifter’s  views  and  declarations,  in  feveral  inftances,  Avith 
thofe  of  a party,  to  Avhich  he  Avas  not  generally  fufpefted  of  being  attached. 
He  agreed  Avith  the  United  Iriihmen,  in  wilhing  to  deftroy  the  obnoxious 
conltitution  of  Ireland.  7’/? ey  alleged,  that  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom 
had  occafioned  all  the  evils,  Asdiich  afflicted  the  country  : he  adduced  afimilar 
charge  againft  that  body.  They  reprefented  the  Irilli  legiflators  as  being  the 
dupes  of  Britilh  faction  : he  imputed  all  the  errors  of  the  goA'ernment,  all  the 
diftraftions  and  misfortunes  of  Ireland  to  the  fame  fource,  to  the  fway  of  a 
party,  at  the  head  of  Avhich  Avas  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  to  which 
another  of  hisprefent  aflbciates  (Mr.  Wyndham)  belonged.  Both  A\ere  ready 
to  exclaim,  Delenda  eji  Carthago,  though  they  diftered  in  the  mode  of  de- 
ftru6tion;  as  the  Llnitcd  Iriihmen  wiflied  to  depofe  their  parliament,  and  efta- 
blilh  a republic  Avith  foreign  aid,  Avhile  the  premier  Avillied  to  merge  the  de- 
linquent legiflature  in  that  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  purfuit  of  their  aims, 
thofe  mal-contents  had  recourfe  to  menace  and  intimidation ; he  did  not 
fcruple  to  adopt  means  equally  improper.  He  recommended  the  adoption 
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of  a plan  of  honeft  incorrupt  aclminiftration,  as  a remedy  which  had  not  yet 
been  tried ; and  the  prefent  conjuncture  was  particularly  favorable  for  the 
experiment. 

Mr.  Pitt  protefted  againft  the  refolutions.  One,  which  was  felf-evident,  it 
was  not  necelfary  for  the  houfe  to  record,  and  there  was  ftill  lefs  reafon  to 
entertain  it,  as  it  appeared  to  contain  practical  falfehood  under  the  form  of 
literal  truth ; for  it  implied,  that  the  meafure  was  to  be  carried  into  effeCt 
vithout  the  fair  and  free  confent  of  parliament.  The  fecond  propofition 
tended  to  ftigmatize  every  minifter,  whofe  perfuafions  iliould  procure  the  dif- 
milfal  of  officers  of  the  crown  on  account  of  a difference  of  fentiment  upon 
any  great  political  queffion.  That  praCtice  arofe  out  of  the  very  nature  of 
regular  government,  and  was  neceffary  for  the  public  fervice. 

Mr.  Grey  contended  for  the  propriety  of  recording  the  propofitions  of  his 
friend  on  the  Journals  of  the  houfe ; they  would  ferve  as  pledges,  he  faid, 
for  the  honorable  intentions  of  the  Britiffi  government,  and  allay  the  jea- 
loufy  of  the  Iriffi  nation. 

On  a divifion  upon  the  previous  queftion,  the  numbers  were  25  againft  and 
141  for  it. 

The  committee  was  on  the  point  of  being  formed  for  the  difcuffion  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  propofitions,  Avhen 

The  honorable  Mr.  Saint  John  conjured  the  houfe  to  difmifs  the  queftion 
for  the  prefent,  as  the  agitation  of  it  might  be  productive  of  mifchievous 
eonfequences. 

Mr.  G rev  confidered  the  queftion  as  the  moft  momentous,  that  had  ever 
been  fubmitted  to  the  deliberation  of  parliament,  either  in  point  of  conftitu- 
tional  right  or  of  public  policy;  but  as  one  of  the  parties  whofe  confent  was 
neceffary  had  declared  againft  it,  he  recommended  a fufpenfion  of  the  fcheme. 
He  was  earneftly  defirous  of  the  prevalence  of  the  moft  cordial  harmony,  of 
theeftabliffiment  of  an  effective  Union,  not  an  Union  of  parliaments,  but  of 
hearts,  of  affeCtions,  and  interefts  ; of  vigor,  of  ardor,  of  zeal  for  the  general 
welfare.  The  fcheme  then  offered  feemed  to  be  of  a very  different  ten- 
dency. It  threatened  difcontent,  jealoufy,  and  diftruft. 

The  evils  in  queftion  might  be  imputed  to  the  mifconduCt  of  government 
rather  than  to  the  feparation  of  the  parliaments ; and  for  thefe  the  prime  mi- 
nifter was  refponfible,  unlefs  he  ffiould  be  able  to  prove,  that  obnoxious  mea- 
fures  had  been  forced  upon  him  by  the  fturdy  difpofitions  of  the  Iriffi  mem- 
bers. 
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bers.  Who  had  foftered  the  religious  diffenfions  and  political  feuds,  which 
diftradled  the  nation  ? Who  had  raifed  hopes,  and  difappointed  thofe  hopes  ? 
Who  had  excited  alarms,  and  created  difcontent  ? The  profpe6l  of  addi- 
tional favours  to  the  Catholics  had  given  pleafure  to  liberal  men  of  all  deno- 
minations ; but  a party,  not  diftinguilhed  by  talents  or  by  real  dignity,  fo- 
mented animofity  and  intolerance,  and  procured  by  intrigue  a dereli6lion  of 
the  fyftem  of  conceffion.  From  that  moment  affairs  wore  a gloomy  afpe6t; 
and  the  confequences  were  violent  and  difaftrous. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  (now  Lord  IMelville)  obferved,  that  the  meafure,  far 
from  operating  injurioully  on  Ireland,  would  increafe  the  political  and  com- 
mercial advantages  of  that  country  in  the  fame  proportion  as  thofe  of  Scot- 
land had  been  improved  by  the  Union.  That  ‘ a fpirit  of  clamor  and  diffen- 
lion,  of  treachery  and  treafon,’  menacing  the  overthrow  of  the  government, 
exifted  in  Ireland,  no  one,  he  thought,  would  have  the  boldness  to  deny  ; and, 
as  the  influence  of  widely-extended  confpiracies  endangered  the  connexion 
between  the  countries,  an  immediate  interference  was  necelfary  to  refcue  the 
weflern  realm  from  the  intrigues  of  the  common  enemy.  For  a due  regula- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  any  community,  a mutual  confidence  ought  to  fubfifl 
between  the  governors  and  the  governed  ; but  that  was  not  the  cafe  in  Ire- 
land, where  the  great  body  of  the  people  did  not  repofe  in  the  parliament  that 
confidence,  which  was  effential  to  its  utility.  The  reafons  of  that  defe6l  grew 
out  of  the  frame  and  conftitution  of  that  parliament.  The  whole  power  of 
that  country  being  vefted  in  a fourth  part  of  the  nation,  and  that  fourth  being 
feparated  from  the  reft  by  religious  diftindlions,  heightened  and  envenomed  by 
ancient  and  hereditary  animofities:  it  was  impoffible  that  a proper  confidence 
could  exift  between  them.  For  the  eftablifhment  of  fuch  a confidence,  the 
grant  of  a free  participation  of  all  the  privileges  of  Britons  by  the  fuperintend- 
ing  care  of  an  imperial  parliament,  would  be  the  most  efficacious  meafure. 
The  Proteftants  would  then  lay  afide  their  jealoufies  and  diftruft,  being  certain 
that  againfl;  any  attempt  to  endanger  their  eftablifliment  the  whole  ftrength  of 
the  united  legiflature  would  be  exerted  ; and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Catholics 
would  expedt  that  their  caufe  would  be  candidly  and  impartially  confidered 
by  a general  parliament,  the  great  body  of  which  would  be  relieved  from  the 
apprehenfions  and  animofities  interwoven  with  the  conftitntion  of  the  exifting 
legiflature. 

I\Ir.  Dundas  fpoke  largely  of  the.Scottilh  Union,  and  referred  to  a letter  of 
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Queen  Anne  to  the  northern  parliament,  preclifting  the  various  bleffings,  with 
rclpecl  to  religion,  liberty,  and  property,  which  would  refult  from  the  fcheme 
of  incorporation,  and  he  faid,that  not  one  fyllable  of  her  predi6tions  had  failed. 

Two  eftates  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  the  king  and  the  peers,  had  ‘ pointedly 
‘ exprefl’ed  their  defne,  that  the  fubjedt  Ihould  be  entertained  and  confidcred 
while  ‘ only  a very  narrow  majorky  ’ in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  embraced 
the  contrary  opinion.  It  could  not  therefore  be  faid,  that  the  affair  was  fo  far 
decided  as  to  render  it  unneceffary  or  improper  to  fubmit  it  again  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  Irilh  nation.  He  could  not  help  auguring  well  to  the  linal  fuccefs 
of  the  meafure,  as  effential  to  the  happinefs  of  Ireland,  when  he  contemplated 
the  clamor  and  violence,  by  which  the  confideration  of  it  had  been  refifted. 
Thefe  are  not  the  weapons,  by  which  truth  and  folid  reafoning  maintain  their 
cmj)ire  over  the  hearts  and  underftandings  of  men.  Cool  confideration  and 
fober  reafoning  v’ere  the  arms  by  which  the  caufe  of  truth  Avas  fupported  ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  thefe  Aveapons,  properly  ufed,  Avmuld  ultimately  fuc- 
ceed  againft  clamor  and  prejudice.  Thus  the  fyftem  of  excife,  once  highly 
unpopular,  Avas  at  length  relilhcd  and  approved  of;  and  the  union  Avith  Scot- 
land, odious  at  firft,  became  at  laft  a popular  meafure. 

IMr.  Dundas  exprelfedhis  wilh,  that  the  Irilh  would  difpaflionately  re-con- 
fider  the  propofal ; and  he  Avas  confident,  that  they  would  find  it  the  belt  re- 
medy for  the  diforders  of  their  country,  their  ftrongeft  bulwark  and  their 
greateft  bleffing.  He  concluded  a very  long  and  not  altogether  uninftruefive 
liarangue  Avith  a ftrong  hint,  of  the  probability  of  future  indulgence  being 
granted  by  an  Imperial  Parliament  to  the  Catholics  of  both  countries,  and  a 
fketch  of  the  bitter  effe6ts  of  French  fraternity,  Avhich,  he  Imped,  no  Irifliman 
AAOuld  prefer  to  Britilli  liberty. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied  to  fome  of  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Dundas  Avith  a mix- 
ture of  reafoning  and  raillery,  and  ftill  urged  the  impolicy  of  perfifting  in  a 
meafure,  to  Avhich  the  Irilb  did  not  give  a free  affent. 

Mr.  Windham  obferved,  that  it  had  been  infmuated  that  theUnion  AV'as  a mea- 
fure calculated  for  the  exclufive  advantage  of  Great  Britain  at  the  expence  of 
Ireland  ; but  the  reverfe  feemed  to  him  to  be  the  cafe.  The  diforders  of  that 
kingdom  might  be  aferibed  to  various  caufes  ; they  chiefly  grcAV  out  of  the 
nature  of  its  conftitution.  That  like  a body  diftorted  and  mis-fliapen,  gave 
rife  to  various  difeafes,  fome  chronical,  and  fome  acute,  Avhich,  as  they  Avere 
inherent  in  its  frame,  no  medicine  could  eradicate.  The  deformity  of  that 
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conftitution  was  its  coercive  form  ; it  M-as  like  a garrifoii  in  the  miclft  of  a con- 
quered  town  : it  Avas  a mere  provifional  g-overnment,  deriving  its  exiftence, 
form,  and  power,  from  another  (late.  IMiich  of  tlie  mifery  of  Ireland  alfo 
arofe  from  the  barbarous  ignorance  of  its  people,  who  had  been  rendered  fero- 
cious by  the  animofities  which  exifted  among  them.  That  ferocity  had  given 
occafion  to  new  rellraiiits  on  the  part  of  the  government,  which  redoubled  the 
fury  of  the  people.  The  conftitution,  therefore,  and  the  grofs  ignorance  which 
it  encouraged,  werejthe  remote  caufes  of  the  diftraftions  of  Ireland  ; but  the 
proximate  caufe  was  undoubtedly  the  inoculation  of  French  principles,  which 
could  never  enter  into  the  blood  without  producing  death.  Unfortunately  the 
contamination  had  reached  Ireland,  and  to  its  baneful  influence  might  be  at- 
tributed the  late  horrible  diforders  of  that  kingdom. 

Mr.  Tierney  was  furprifed  that  minifters  fliould  have  propofed  an  Union  to 
this  parliament  without  having  been  previoufly  allured  of  the  confent  of  the 
Irilh  legiflature;  but  he  was  ftill  more  aftonilhed  and  even  alarmed  at  their 
prefent  perfeverance,  after  the  ftrong  difapprobation  of  the  meafure  in  Ireland. 
The  Catholics  perhaps  might  profit  by  the  meafure ; but  their  expe6tations 
had  not  a very  firm  bafis.  Induftry  might  be  more  prevalent,  Avealth  might 
increafe,  and  good  morals  might  become  more  general ; but  thefe  points  might, 
be  gained  without  an  LTnion.  He  was  among  thofe  who  doubted  the  com- 
petency of  the  Hibernian  parliament  on  this  occafion  : as  a delegated  body 
could  not  be  juftified  in  furrendering  the  truft  repofed  in  it  by  the  people. 

IMr.  Grant*  fpoke  to  three  points.  The  firft  had  reference  to  the  aflent  of 
the  Irifli  parliament,  Arhich  Mr.  Sheridan  had  hinted  might  be  enforced  by  mi- 
litary terrors  : he  denied  that  there  Avas  any  ground  for  fuppofmg  that  the 
deliberations  of  the  Irilh  legiflature  Avere  or  Avould  be  influenced  or  gOA’erned 
by  force.  If  the  army  fliould  overaAve  the  members,  he  alloAved  that  a free  af- 
fent  could  not  be  giA'en ; but  it  did  not  appear  that  the  prefence  of  the  troops 
in  the  country  had  any  effect  on  the  freedom  of  deliberation.  The  Irifli  did 
not  feeiii  to  be  under  the  leaft  reftraint  in  the  delRery  or  propagation  of  their 
opinionSi.  The  fecond  topic  Avas  the  competence  of  parliament.  This  body, 
hefaid,  Avas  morally  incompetent  to  do  any  thing  improper  or  unjult ; but  it 
Avas  legally  competent  to  do  any  thing  Avhatever.  The  third  point  Avas,  Avhe- 
ther  it  were  proper  to  difcufs  the  meafure  after  the  late  proceedings  in  Ireland. 

* Now  Sir  William  Grant,  mailer  of  the  rolls. 
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He  contended  that  the  refufal  of  taking  the  fubjedt  into  confideration  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  that  realm  ought  to  operate  as  an  additional  reafonfor 
Rating  the  terms,  that  the  otfer  might  not  be  finally  rejedled  before  the  true 
nature  of  the  fcheme  fiiould  be  known  to  the  public. 

Mr.  William  Smith  fpoke  fliortly  againft  the  profecution  of  the  plan.  The 
queftion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  was  carried  by  149  againft  24,  who 
oppofed  it.  A committee  of  the  whole  houfe  was  immediately  formed,  and 
the  refolutioiis  were  moved  and  carried. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  the  minifter  having  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  houfe  going  into  a committee  for  the  further  confideration  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  meflage, 

Mr.  Sheridan  recommended  a fubftitute  for  legiflative  union.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  abolition  of  all  difabilities,  which  had  been  incurred  in  civil 
affairs  by  religious  diftimftions,  would  tend  more  to  the  improvement  of  the 
connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  than  the  meafure  brought  for- 
ward. He  had  the  authority  of  the  premier  himfelf  for  the  expediency  of 
emancipating  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  from  the  incapacities,  to  which  they 
were  fubje6led.  Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  leaders  of  the  cabinet  in  the 
year  1795  ; and,  though  Earl  Fitzwilliam  were  not  then  defired  or  permitted 
to  propofe  the  emancipation,  he  is  allowed  to  have  been  exprefsly  authorifed 
to  give  it  “ a handfome  fupport  on  the  part  of  government."  But  a change  of 
fentiment  foon  occurred ; and  the  confequences  of  that  change  were  deeply 
to  be  lamented. 

Having  cenfured  the  impolicy  of  neglediug  that  great  objedl,  and  of  recall- 
ing a viceroy,  who  was  the  avowed  advocate  of  the  Catholics,  Mr.  Sheridan 
contended  that  his  propofal  would  remedy  much  of  the  evil  and  mifery,  which 
exifted  in  Ireland,  by  extinguifhing  religious  feuds,  and  promoting  an  union 
of  interefts;  that  no  danger  would  attend  the  adoption  of  it,  as  all  fears  of 
the  prevalence  of  popery  were  groundlefs ; and  that  it  would  increafe  the 
ftrength  of  both  countries,  without  injuring  the  conftitution  of  either.  He 
then  moved,  that  it  fhoidd  be  an  inftrudtion  to  the  committee  to  confider 
‘ how  far  it  would  be  confiftent  with  juftice  and  policy,  and  conducive  to  the 
general  interefts,  and  efpecially  to  the  confolidation  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
Britifli  empire,  were  all  civil  incapacities  on  account  of  religious  diftindtions  to 
be  done  away  throughout  his  majefty’s  dominions.’ 

Mr.  Pitt  objedled  to  what  he  called  a very  extraordinary  propofition.  He 
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was  furprifcd  that  one,  Avho  profeffed  himfelf  a wami  friend  to  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Irifli  parliament,  Ihould  propofe  what  would  be  an  obvious  en- 
croachment on  that  independence,  an  aft  of  diftation  and  control.  The  mo- 
tion itfelf,  and  the  declarations  of  the  mover,  were,  he  faid,  inconfiftent  Avith 
each  other.  He  denied  that  the  rebellious  dillurbances  in  Ireland  originated 
in  any  degree  from  the  refufal  of  granting  emancipation  to  the  Catholics,  or 
that  Earl  Fitzwilliam  Avas  author! fed  to  hold  out  any  hopes  or  make  any  pro- 
inifes  Avhieh  were  afterwards  Avithdrawn  or  retrafted. 

The  motion  Avas  now  rejefted  without  adivifion;  and  a frelh  debate  arofe, 
Avhen  Mr.  Pitt  moved  that  the  Speaker  fhould  leave  the  chair. 

Lieutenant-general  Fitzpatrick,  Avho  had  afted  as  fecretary  to  the  viceroy  of 
Ireland  (the  Duke  of  Portland),  afferted,  from  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
A'iews  of  the  cabinet  in  1782,  the  conftitiitional  finality  of  the  compaft  which 
Avas  then  adjufted,  and  completed  in  the  following  year.  An  incorporative 
union,  from  its  tendeney  to  a fubveifion  of  that  fettlement,  deferved  in  his 
opinion  the  fevereft  cenfiire.  What  fecurity  Avould  the  Irifh  have  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  any  promifed  advantages  ? Hoav  Avould  a minority  be  able  to  en- 
force the  execution  of  the  terms  ? In  every  cafe  of  rivalry  Britifli  fuperiority 
would  overwhelm  the  interefts  of  Ireland. 

The  honorable  Mr.  Dudley  Ryder  AA^armly  defended  the  Union.  Inftead 
of  violating  or  fub verting  the  independence  conceded  in  1782,  it  was  in  it- 
felf aftrong  recognition  of  that  claim  ; and  Ireland,  after  an  LTnion,  Avould  be 
as  independent  as  Great  Britain.  The  apprehenfions  of  a fiibfequent  inatten- 
tion to  the  interefts  of  Ireland  Avere  alfo  ill  founded,  as  all  rivalry  Avould  be 
loft  in  community  of  intereft  and  mutuality  of  benefit. 

Mr.  Tierney,  to  prove  that  the  fettlement  in  (jueftion  was  underftood  to  be 
final,  referred  to  an  addrefs  (voted  on  the  28th  of  May,  1782),  in  Avhich  the 
Irifti  Houfe  of  Commons  aftiired  his  Majefty,  that  ‘ no  conftitutional  queftions 
* between  the  two  nations  Avould  any  longer  exift,  Avhich  could  interrupt  their 
‘ harmony.’ 

Mr.  Dundas  alloAved  that  the  independence  of  the  Irilh  parliament  had  been 
completely  acknoAAdedged  in  1782,  but  denied  that  this  agreement  could  pre- 
clude its  free  aflent  to  any  future  meafure  Avhatever,  and  affirmed  that  it  Avas 
the  intention  of  government  at  that  time  to  propofe  neAV  arrangements. 

The  Solicitor  General  (Sir  John  Mitford*),  fpeaking  of  the  adjuftment,  ob- 

* Now  Lord  Redefdale,  chancellor  of  Ireland. 
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ferved,  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  tranfaction,  it  could  not  be  complete  or 
final,  and  that  the  expectations  of  ulterior  arrangement  were  general  at 
the  time. 

The  honorable  IMr.  Percival*  concurred  Avith  the  gentlemen  Avho  denied  the 
finality  of  the  adjuftment  of  1782  ; he  reprefen  ted  the  Union  as  a beneficial 
fcheme  ; and  exhorted  the  houfe  to  adopt  the  refolutions,  that  its  fentiments 
might  be  recorded  and  fully  known. 

]Mr.  Sylvefter  Douglas  t obferved,  that  his  opinion  of  the  competency  of 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  adopt  an  Union,  was  confirmed  by  the  opinions 
of  the  chiefs  of  the  four  great  tribunals  in  Ireland.:}:  Very  few  of  the  anti- 
unionists themfelves  Axntured  to  dispute  the  point. 

Dr. 

* Now  folicitor-general.  This  gentleman  fpoke  more  fully  and  explicitly  than  any  other  gentle- 
man in  debate  upon  the  cafe  of  Mr.  A.  O’Connor’s  trial  at  Maidftone,  and  the  nature  and  tendency 
of  the  evidence  given  by  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  Oppofition  (particularly  Mr.  Sheridan)  in  his 
favor.  He  particularly  animadverted  upon  Mr.  Sheridan’s  aflertion,  that  with  what  he  then  knew, 
he  Ihould,  if  he  were  again  called-upon  to  give  evidence  to  the  charafter  of  the  perfon  in  whofe 
favor  he  appeared,  hold  the  fame  language  which  he  did  at  Maidftone,  and  exprefs  himfelf  Hill  more 
ftrongly  in  his  favor,  viz.  “ That  Arthur  O’Connor  was  one  of  the  moft  open  of  mankind,  and  one 
" who  was  lead  inclined  to  have  recourfe  to  French  afliflance  !”  Such  was  the  charader  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  gave  of  that  man  upon  his  oath.  If  he  reflected,  he  would  furely  admit  that 
it  was  an  unguarded  manner  of  giving  the  chara6ter  of  a man  guilty  of  the  mofl.  atrocious  treafons  ; 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  was  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  either  admitting  that  he  had  been 
grofsly  miftaken  in  the  charafter  of  O’Connor,  as  the  moft  open  of  mankind,  or  that  he  did  not  ftate 
die  whole  of  what  he  knew  upon  oath. 

f Now  a peer  of  Ireland  by  the  title  of  Lord  Glenbervie. 

} Thefe  were,  the  Earl  of  Clare,  Chancellor  ; Lord  Kilwarden,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s 
Bench  ; Lord  Carlton,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas ; and  Lord  Chief  Baron  Yelverton  : 
who,'  he  aflerted,  in  preparing  the  bill  for  Legiflative  Independence  in  1782,  made  no  fcruple  to 
declare,  that  it  was  in  his  views  and  his  wifties,  that  the  tranfadtions  of  that  day  fliould  lead  to  the 
happy  meafure  of  an  Union.  To  thofe  opinions  the  honorable  gentleman  contrafted  fome  of  the 
United  Iriftimen’s  fentiments  upon  the  fame  fubje6t  (8  Pari.  Reg.  37)  ; that  fraternity  had  from  its 
firft  inftitution,  in  1791,  been  alarmed  at  the  idea,  that  an  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms  might 
defeat  their  proje6ts.  In  1796,  at  a meeting  in  Dublin,  where  thofe  perfons,  and  others  of  the  fame 
fort,  had  defamed  the  character  of  the  Irilh  Catholics  by  aft’uming  that  defeription,  when  many  of 
them  were,  in  truth,  Atheifts,  and  of  no  religious  perfuafion,  the  apprehenfion  of  an  Union  being 
then  ftrong  in  their  minds,  Mr.  Lewins  declared  his  opinion  of  the  incompetency  of  the  parliament 
tofuch  a meafure,  in  the  following  terms  : “ IVhoJhall  dare  to  ajfcrt  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
“ can  do  this  ? No  man  but  an  enemy  to  both  countries^  a traitor  to  the  King  and  the  People.” 

And 
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Dr.  Laurence  urged  againft  the  propofal  for  an  Union,  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  fond  of  their  parliament ; and  their  parliament  was  not,  as  it  had 
been  reprefented,  torn  by  factions;  the  Oppofition  of  it  had  done  all  that 
could  be  done  for  their  country  ; they  were,  indeed,  low  in  numbers,  but  not 
in  eftimation.  When  a lord-lieutenant  had  been  recalled  becaufe  he  had  given 
his  confidence  to  them,  if  in  confequence  of  it,  and  of  being  perpetually  kept 
out  of  power,  IMr.  Grattan  took  up  fome  quefiion  in  a light  which  he  did  not 
approve;  it  was  only  fuch  condudl  as  no  man  not  more  than  mortal  could 
help  adopting.  Since  that  time  he  had  been  made  the  fubjetl  of  much  mif- 
reprefentation,  when  his  only  fault  was  that  of  fallen  retirement  from  the 
fenate.  He  then  went  at  confiderable  length  into  moft  of  the  points  con- 
nedted  with  the  fubjedl. 

On  the  divifion  of  the  houfe  for  the  fpeaker's  leaving  the  chair  131  voted 
for  it,  and  1 9 againft  it.  The  houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a committe  pro 
forma,  and  then  adjourned. 

W'hen  Mr.  Douglas  had  taken  the  chair,  on  the  12th  of  February,  JMr. 
Hobhoufe  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  abandoning  all  further  proceedings 
for  the  prefent,  as  not  only  the  parliament,  but  the  whole  people  of  Ireland 
appeared  to  be  decidedly  againft  the  meafure  of  any  L^nion  at  all.  And  ]\Ir. 
Bankes  grounded  his  objedlions  to  an  union  upon  the  difordcrcd  ftate  of 
Ireland,  which  rendered  it  not  only  inexpedient  but  unfafe  to  coalefce  with  her. 
An  union,  he  faid,  would  not  remedy  her  evils;  hut  her  own  parliament 
might  gradually  redrefs  her  grievances.  That  legiflature  ought  to  .retrace 
fome  of  its  fteps,  and,  drawing  a line  between  the  difafifedled  and  the  loyal 
Catholics,  re-ena6t  reftrictive  laAvs  againft  the  former,  while  the  latter  fiiould 
be  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  now  enjoyed  by  the  Proteftants.  Britifli 
intrigue  and  faClion  ought  alfo  to  be  ftudioufly  checked  in  Ireland,  as  they 
had  been  produ6tive  of  much  evil.  The  propofed  incorporation,  he  thought, 
would  not  tend  to  tranquillize  that  country. 

The  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  (Mr.  Addington*)  viewed  the  fubje6l  very 
dififerenllv  from  iSIr.  Bankes.  He  was  convinced,  from  the  fituation  of  Ire- 

And  Dr.  M'Nevin  exprefled  himfelf  thus  : Parliament  is  incompetent  to  fuch  an  aft  of  national 
“ fuicide.  Can  the  creature  of  the  people,  with  parricidal  arm,  deftroy  the  author  of  its  exiftence  ? 
“ The  attempt  would  be  high  treafon  againft  the  nation,  and  put  it  out  of  the  proteftion  of  fociety.” 
Thefe  opinions  were  quoted  from  ” The  authentic  Statement  of  the  Proceedings  of  a Meeting  held 
“ in  Francis-ftreet  Chapel,  9th  April,  1795.” 

* Now  tird  comraiffioner  of  the  Treafury  and  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
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land  at  that  moment,  not  merely  of  the  expediency,  but  of  the  urgent  ne- 
ceflity  of  an  union.  Though  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  might  of 
itfelf  redrefs  fome  grievances  and  remove  fome  caufes  of  irritation,  there 
were  radical  and  inherent  evils  clofely  interwoven  Avith  the  ftate  and  condi- 
tion of  Ireland,  and  with  the  temper,  the  feelings,  and  the  prejudices  of  the 
people,  for  which  nothing  but  an  incorporation  of  the  two  legiflatures  could 
provide  a remedy.  The  ftate  of  Ireland,  he  faid,  had  at  no'  peiiod  of  its 
hiftory  been  fuch  as  to  afford  fatisfa6lion  to  any  mind  that  could  jufdy  appre- 
ciate the  bleffings  of  a well-ordered,  a flourifliing,  and  a happy  condition 
of  civil  fociety.  The  bounty  of  Providence  had,  indeed,  been  difplayed  in 
that  country  by  a fertile  foil,  and  by  abundant  means  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  profperity.  Its  inhabitants  were  not  lefs  diftinguilhed  than  thole 
of  Great  Britain,  in  correfponding  Rations  of  life,  for  eloquence,  for  literary 
and  fcientific  attainments,  and  for  thofe  talents  and  exertions,  Avhich  had 
eftablifhed  the  naval  and  military  renown  of  the  Britifli  empire.  Their  form 
of  government  was  the  fame  as  our  own ; but  it  wanted  its  true  charadleriftics  ; 
it  did  not,  like  ours,  beftow  and  receive  general  confidence  and  proteftion; 
for  it  was  not  connedled  by  ties,  which  he  trufted  were  here  indiffoluble, 
with  the  obvious  interefts,  the  feelings  and  the  fentiments  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people. 

He  was  not  one  of  thofe,  Avho  Avere  unwilling  toremoA’e  the  real  grounds 
of  complaint  againll  the  Proteftant  afcendancy;  but  he  Avas  flrongly  difin- 
clined  to  a fcheme,  Avhich  might  expofe  that  eftablifliment  to  immediate  and 
perhaps  inevitable  danger.  Indeed,  the  only  meafure  Avhich  promifed  to 
fecure  the  Proteftants,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  favor  die  Catholics  in  a rea- 
fonable  degree,  Avas  that  of  a legiflative  union.  "His  opinion  on  this  fubje6t 
Avas  ‘ fanftioned  by  great  and  refpe6fable  authorities,’ — by  Sir  Matthew 
Decker,  Sir  William  Petty,  Sir  Jofiah  Child — by  Molyneux,  the  friend  of 
Locke — and  by  many  diftinguilhed  men  of  the  prefent  time.  With  the  fen- 
tiinents  of  thefe  friends  of  an  union  he  would  contraft  thofe,  Aidiich  were 
profeffed  by  Dr.  Mac  Nevin  and  the  united  Irilhmen,  Avhofe  decided  repug- 
nance to  a meafure  that  tended  to  the  fruftration  of  their  traitorous  projefts 
ferved  to  demonftrate  its  neceftity.  That  it  Avas  calculated  to  aATrt  much 
probable  evil  from  both  countries,  and  to  produce  pofiti\'e  and  fubftantial 
advantages  to  both,  he  could  affirm  Avithout  hefitation. 

No  confideration  fo  forcibly  impelled  him  to  Avilli  for  an  union,  as  his 
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convi6Hon  of  the  beneficial  confequences,  which  would  refult  from  it  to  the 
rnternal  fituation  of  Ireland.  He  had  no  doubt  of  its  leading  to  the  removal 
of  a principal  ground  of  animofity,  by  precluding  that  fpecies  of  conteft 
which  had  hitherto  fublifted  for  political  authority  and  power;  and,  among 
the  lower  orders  of  fociety,  he  w'as  confident  that  its  falutary  effe61s  would 
be  found  in  tliat  change  of  manners,  the  refult  of  habitual  induftry,  which 
would  be  produced  by  the  transfer  of  capital  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  the  meafure  would  not  produce  any  immediate  ad- 
vantage to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland;  but  to  this  affertion  he  could  not  accede. 
The  elective  franchife,  befrowed  on  them  in  1793,  could  hardly  be  confidered 
as  a boon ; for  the  very  right,  Asdth  the  limitation  annexed  to  it,  could  not 
in  general  be  exercifed  without  fome  degree  of  violence  to  their  opinions  and 
their  feelings^  and  could  only  be  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  contributing  to  form 
a houfe  of  commons,  the  whole  body  of  which  they  conceived  to  be  ad^^rfe 
to  their  interefts.  But  the  fame  franchife,  Avhen  employed  in  contributing 
to  form  the  reprefentation  in  an  united  parliament,  would  be  accompanied 
with  the  fatisfaclory  reflexion,  that  the  individual  in  whofe  behalf  it  was 
exercifed  would  be  mixed  with  thofe,  a majority  of  whom  were  uninfluenced 
by  the  prejudices,  Asdiich  had  been  imputed  to  the  parliament  and  the  great 
body  of  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland. 

He  did  not  deem  it  neceflary  to  offer  an  opinion  refpe61ing  the  expediency 
of  extending  to  the  Catholics  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  event  of 
an  union,  a more  ample  participation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Protef- 
tant  fubjefts;  but  he  quoted  a paffage  from  one  of  the  fpeeches  of  Dr.  Dui- 
genan,  importing,  that  an  union  would  render  it  unneceffary  to  curb  the 
Catholics  by  any  exclufive  law. 

He  ftrongly  maintained  the  competency  of  the  Irifli  parliament  to  adopt 
the  meafure,  and  reprobated  the  attempts  to  preclude  the  difcuffion  of  the 
fubjeft,  by  the  denomination  of  a final  adjuftment,  Avhich  had  been  bellowed 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  year  1782. 

Of  danger  to  the  commercial  interefts  of  this  country  he  entertained  no 
ferious  apprehenfion.  It  Avas  not  true,  that  Britain  Arould  neceffarily  lofe 
Avhat  Ireland  Avould  gain.  He  kneAv,  befides,  the  liberality  and  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  merchants  and  manufa6lurers  of  this  country. 

After  a difpaftionate  confideration  of  the  fubje61,  he  Avas  of  opinion,  that 
greater  advantages  Avere  noAV  offered  to  Ireland  than  had  ever  been  afforded 
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by  any  fingle  meafure  to  any  country;  that  the  Union  would  greatly  aug- 
ment the  national  refources,  and  place  upon  a rock  which  would  be  impreg- 
nable, as  far  as  that  term^could  be  applied  to  any  human  eftablifliment,  the 
ftrength  and  fecurity  of  the  Britifli  empire.  His  ideas  and  hopes  even  ex- 
tended farther,  as  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  whatever  tended  to  confoli- 
date  and  maintain  the  power  ami  the  independence  of  thefe  kingdoms  was  of 
fignal  importance  to  the  heft  and  moft  valuable  interefts  of  mankind. 

The  five  firft  refolutions  were  then  read  by  the  chairman  and  agreed  to 
without  obje6lion.  The  fixth,  which  went  to  grant  equal  free  trade  to  Ire- 
land, called  up  IMr.  Wilberforce  Bird,  who  confidercd  it  as-requiring  particular 
deliberation,  from  the  effect,  which  it  might  have  on  fome  important  branches 
of  manufacture  carried  on  in  this  kingdom,  and  requefted  that  it  might  not 
be  precipitately  functioned.  IMr.  Pitt  thought  it  a matter  of  indifference 
to  the  general  welfare,  in  what  part  of  the  empire  a particular  manufacture 
fliould  be  carried  on,  provided  it  were  in  a place,  where  it  was  moft  likely 
to  flourifh. 

The  remaining  refolutions  were  carried:  and,  on  the  I4th,  upon  the  quef- 
tion  for  bringing  up  the  report, 

IMr.  Hobhoufe  Rated  his  reafons  very  fully  for  oppofmg  the  meafure.  Firft, 
it  was  obnoxious  to  a great  majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  Next,  he 
doubted  the  competency  of  the  Irilh  parliament  to  its  adoption.  Then  he 
urged,  that  a refident  legiflature  would  be  better  qualified  than  a remote 
parliament  to  remove  the  internal  evils  of  the  country.  And  laRhq  the  Irifli 
members  of  the  imperial  parliament,  fenfible  of  their  inferiority  in  point  of 
number  and  intereR,  would  fervilely  court  the  favor  of  the  minifter,  and  that 
acceflion  would  tend  to,  deftroy  the  fair  balance  of  the  Englifli  conRitution. 

Lord  Granville  Levefon  Gower  declared  himfelf  a cordial  friend  to  an 
union,  which  he  conlidered  as  neceffary  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  both 
countries. 

Mr.  Robert  Peel,  who,  in  the  year  1785,  had  appeared  at  the  bar  as  a pe- 
titioner agalnft  the  commercial  propofitions,  declared  that  the  fupport  which 
he  now  gave  to  the  fcheme  of  incorporation  arofe  from  a change  of  circum- 
Rances  rather  than  of  fentiments,  as  the  former  plan,  in  offering  extraordinary 
advantages  to  an  inferior  Rate,  which  had  in  fome  meafure  a diverfity  of 
intereR,  was  much  lefs  expedient  than  one,  which  would  promote  a commu- 
nity of  intereR  by  a completenefs  of  union. 

Affirming 
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Affirming  that  both  kingdoms  would  derive  additional  flrength  and  fecu- 
rity  from  union,  he  attributed  the  greater  lliare  of  benefit  to  Ireland.  He 
ftated  the  cafe  of  two  commercial  houfes ; one  being  of  the  firft  refpedlability, 
having  an  immenfe  capital,  and  extending  its  concerns  to  every  part  of  the 
globe ; the  other  in  a comparatively  low  fituation,  vith  little  property,  li- 
mited credit,  and  confined  connexions.  A propofal  being  made  by  the 
former  to  take  the  latter  into  partnerfliip  on  equal  terms,  it  might  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  offer  would  be  eagerly  accepted ; and,  each  party  lofing  its 
diftinft  firm,  the  two  houfes  would  then  become  one. 

Lord  Temple  regarded  an  union  as  pregnant  with  various  advantages,  one 
of  which  gave  him  particular  gratification ; which  was,  its  anti-jacobin  ten- 
dency. 

By  union  Ireland  would  exchange  her  nominal  independence,  under  which 
llie  had  fuffered  the  moft  calamitous  misfortunes,  for  fubftantial  benefits  and 
permanent  fecurity. 

Mr.  Jones  oppofed  the  Union,  and  warned  the  minifter  of  the  danger  of 
introducing  100  Irifli  members  into  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  add 
to  his  muzzled  majority.  The  day  of  their  appearance  might  be  rued  as 
fatal  to  the  independence  and  happinefs  of  both  countries. 

Lord  Morpeth  bellowed  high  praife  on  the  meafure,  both  in  point  of  policy 
and  of  benevolence;  and,  confidering  it  as  the  only  fcheme,  which  could 
correft  the  vices  and  fupply  the  defe6ls  of  the  Irifii  government,  he  gave  it 
his  moft  llrenuous  fupport. 

Sir  John  Mitford  (Lord  Redefdale)  made  feveral  pointed  allufions  to  the 
do6lrines  of  Thomas  Paine,  who  afferted  that  parliament  could  not  reform 
itfelf,  or  corre6l  its  abufes,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  advice  and  autho- 
rity of  a convention  of  the  people.  The  full  competency  of  parliament  for 
the  enactment  of  an  union  could  not  be  denied;  the  propriety  of  the  meafure 
was  obvious.  The  prefent  government  of  the  Britifli  empire  was,  in  one 
point  of  view,  a folecifm  in  politics.  Two  independent  parliaments  formed 
the  organ,  by  which  the  fovereign  will  of  the  ftate  was  expreffed.  Sueh  an 
ellablifliment  refembled  a monfter  with  two  bodies  and  one  head,  the  power 
of  the  head  being  checked  and  limited  by  that  of  each  body. 

Colonel  Wood  agreed  with  Mr.  Addington  that  the  diforders  of  Ireland 
were  to  be  attributed  to  radical  defeats  in  the  government  of  the  country. 
In  the  late  rebellion  Catholics  and  Proteftants  feemed  to  have  buried  all 
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religious  differences,  confpiring  againft  the  connexion  between  tlie  kingdoms 
on  true  Jacobinical  principles.  The  return  therefore  of  fuch  a rebellion 
would  molt  effedually  be  prevented  by  an  union. 

Mr.  Bankes,  Lord  Belgrave,  General  Fitzpatrick,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  fome  others 
fpoke  again  to  the  fubjeft  on  their  former  grounds.  On  a divifion  for  bring- 
ing up  the  report,  the  ayes  were  120,  the  noes  l6. 

When  the  firft  refolution  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  IMr.  Tierney, 
alleging  that  this  would  fufficiently  indicate  the  difpofition  of  that  houfe 
towards  an  union,  moved  that  the  further  confideration  of  the  refolutions 
Ihould  be  poftponed  for  three  months;  the  motion  was  not  feconded,  and 
all  the  refolutions  were  agreed  to. 

The  next  procedure  in  this  bufmefs  was  a communication  of  the  votes 
of  the  commons  to  the  lords,  at  a conference  which  took  place  on  the  I8th. 
Tlie  peers  ordered  the  refolutions  to  be  printed,  and  fome  illuftrative  papers 
to  be  produced.  And  in  order  to  avoid  precipitancy  on  fo  important  a fub- 
jeft,  they  allowed  a month’s  interval  for  confideration  before  they  entered 
upon  the  difcuffion. 

From  the  minifter’s  exertions  in  the  Britifli  fenate  to  carry  the  great  quef- 
tion  of  Union,  we  muft  proceed  to  watch  its  progrefs  in  Ireland.  In  Dublin 
the  defeat  of  the  minifter  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  conlidered  as  the 
death  blow  of  the  Unionifls,  and  was  celebrated  in  every  quarter  of  the  city 
with  bonfires  and  other  demonftrations  of  joy.  The  violent  oppofition,  which 
IMr.  Fofter  gave  to  the  ineafure,  had  fuddenly  tranfiated  him  from  very  gene- 
ral diflike  and  odium,  to  the  pinnacle  of  frantic  popularity.*  Some  Ihort 
time  afterwards  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  went  in 
ftate  to  hlolefworth  Street,  where  Mr.  Fofter  refided,  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  thoufands  of  fpeftators,  the  band  playing  “ Long  live  the  king,”  to  deliver 
an  addrefs  to  him  as  an  honeft  man  and  lover  of  his  country,  for  not  voting 
away  the  liberty  and  independence  of  Ireland.  And  on  the  fame  day  a nu- 
merous body  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  Dublin  went  in 
proceflion  from  the  Royal  Exchange  to  his  houfe,  and  alfo  prefented  him 
a moft  refpe6lful  addrefs  to  the  like  purport. 

* The  public  proceedings  of  the  county  of  Louth  on  the  1 4th,  and  of  the  city  of  Dublin  on  the 
18th  of  January,  1799,  which  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  CXVII.  fhew  in  what  eftinna- 
tion  Mr.  Fofter  then  was. 
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On  the  28th  of  January  Lord  Caftlereagh  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons 
moved  for  an  adjournment  to  the  7th  of  February,  in  order  to  engraft  his 
further  parliamentary  proceedings  upon  the  ilTue  and  refult  of  the  debates  in 
the  Britidi  Houfe  of  Commons.  Sir  John  Parnell  oppofed  the  motion,  as 
there  never  was  a moment,  in  which  it  was  more  neceflary  for  the  parliament 
of  Ireland  to  remain  vigilant  at  its  poft.  For  if  he  v’ere  to  credit  report  that 
the  Britifli  minifter  had  declared,  “ that  he  would  unceafmgly  perfevere  in 
a meafure  refpedling  the  internal  fituation  of  that  country,”  to  which  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  had  fo  recently  and  fo  decidedly  given  its  negative, 
he  trufted  the  houfe  would  fee  the  neceffity  of  refifting  the  meafure  of  adjourn- 
ment, at  leaft  until  they  iliould  know  what  were  the  fentiments  of  the 
Britilh  minifter  and  th^  Britifli  parliament,  when  they  fliould  come  to  learn 
the  fentiments  expreflfed,  and  the  decifion  which  took  place  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  on  that  fubjedt;  for  it  was  impoffible  the  Britifli  minifter  or 
parliament  could  have  known  the  fentiments  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
when  they  had  difcufled  the  meafure  on  the  very  fame  day  it  was  rejected  there. 
The  Britifli  minifter,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a man  of  great  talents  and  great 
wifdom,  he  was  convinced  fo  foon  as  he  fliould  come  to  know  the  decifion, 
which  had  taken  place  in  that  houfe  upon  the  fubject,  could  not  be  either 
fo  impolitic  or  fo  rafli  as  to  perfevere.  That  houfe  and  the  people  of  Ireland 
had  learnt,  fince  the  decifion  of  Thurfday  laft,  to  confider  the  queftion  as  at 
reft,  but  the  declaration  of  the  Britifli  minifter  could  not  fail  noiv  to  excite 
new  alarms,  nor  could  thefe  alarms  ever  be  quiet  in  that  country,  fo  long 
as  the  people  could  confider  the  meafure  as  ftill  hanging  over  them;  and  if 
the  Britifli  minifter  were  to  perfift  in  the  declaration  after  the  fenfe  of  the 
Irifli  parliament  and  Irifli  people  were  known  to  him,  it  was  impoffible  for 
any  friend  to  his  country,  or  Britifli  connexion,  to  contemplate  the  confe- 
quences  without  the  moft  ferious  alarm. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  rofe  and  faid,  the  right  honorable  baronet  himfelf  fur- 
niflied  by  his  arguments  the  ftrongeft  reafons  for  the  iieceflity  of  the  adjourn- 
ment. That  houfe  would  but  ill  fupport  its  own  dignity,  if  it  irere  to  be 
ruled  in  its  proceedings  by  the  unautlienticated  reports  of  newfpapers;  it 
fliould  ivait  for  authentic  documents,  whereon  to  govern  its  condudt.  But 
what  was  the  lancfuage  attributed  to  the  Britifli  minifter  in  difeufting  this 
topic  in  the  Britifli  parliament?  Nothing  more  than  what  had  already  been 
ufed  by  himfelf  (Lord  C.)  in  that  houfe,  merely  recommending  the  meafure 
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of  Union  to  the  confideration  of  parliament,  and  declaring  it  to  be  ameafure, 
in  his  conception,  fo  eflentially  indifpenfable  to  perpetuate  the  connexion 
between  both  kingdoms,  to  confolidate  their  mutual  ftrength,  and  promote 
their  mutual  profperity,  that  he  tliould  never  lofe  fight  of  it:  certainly 
not  meaning  that  he  would,  or  could  prefs  it  againft  the  Irifli  parliament  and 
the  Irifli  people.  Little  would  he  deferve  to  be  a minifter,  who,  though  fuch 
a meafure  might  for  the  prefent  be  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  parliament  and 
of  the  nation,  would  bind  himfelf  by  any  declaration  that  might  forever 
hereafter  preclude  him  from  propounding  that  or  any  other  meafure  for  the 
confideration  of  parliament,  which  as  a minifter  bounden  to  promote  th^ 
good  of  the  country,  he  fliould  conceive  would  tend  to  that  defirable  end. 

Mr.  Barrington  oppofed  the  adjournment,  and  inveighed  againft  the  fpeech 
of  the  Britifli  minifter  on  the  fubjedt.  There  was  not  a man  within  either 
nation  more  zealoufly  attached  in  loyalty  to  his  king  and  government  than 
himfelf,  nor  who  would  facrifice  more  chearfully  to  the  maintenance  of  both; 
but  if  the  honor  and  the  dignity  of  the  Irifli  parliament  were  to  be  again 
outraged,  by  an  attempt  to  prefs  upon  them  the  odious  meafure  of  an  Union, 
againft  which  that  houfe  had  already  contended  with  fo  much  fpirit,  virtue, 
and  honeft  indignation,  he  declared,  that  he  for  one  would  go  every  length 
to  oppofe  it  in  every  fliape  and  in  all  its  ramifications.  The  people  of  Ireland 
Ihould  be  told,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  of  this  daring  attack  on  the  indepen- 
dence of  their  parliament  and  the  liberties  of  their  country;  and  that  houfe 
ought  to  come  forthwith  to  fome  ftrong  declaration  in  alfertion  of  its  own 
authority  and  independence. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendifli  fupported  the  adjournment.  The  fenfe  of  the 
country,  he  was  convinced,  was  not  generally  againft  the  meafure;  he  had 
converfed  that  day  with  a gentleman  of  great  refpeftability  from  the  county 
of  Cork,  who  aftured  him,  all  that  province  were  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
meafure. 

Honorable  Mr.  Trench  was  for  the  adjournment,  as  the  beft  mode  of  pre- 
venting the  agitation  of  the  public  mind,  fo  long  anxious  upon  this  queftion 
that  it  required  time  to  repofe. 

Sir  John  Freke  rofe  in  coiifequence  of  what  had  fallen  from  (Sir  H.  Caven- 
difti)  touching  the  fentinieiits  of  the  people  of  Munfter.  He  had  not  that 
day  converfed  with  many  gentlemen  from  that  country,  but  he  had  received 
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letters  from  fome  of  the  mod  refpeftable  and  beft  informed  gentlemen  in  that 
province,  which  fo  far  from  declaring  the  people  there  unaniihous  in  favor  of 
an  Union,  pofitively  affured  him  of  theftrongeft  perfuafion,  that  had  the  vote 
of  Thurfday  night  pafled  in  favor  of  that  meafure,  the  whole  province  would 
have  been  the  next  day  in  open  rebellion ; and  added,  that  it  would  not  be 
very  fafe  for  the  members,  who  voted  for  the  meafure  to  return  to  that  part  of 
the  country. 

Colonel  Bagwell  had  received  feveral  letters  from  fome  of  the  beft  informed 
gentlemen  in  Tipperary,  and  fo  had  his  colleague,  declaring  the  whole  county 
to  a man  decidedly  adverfe  to  the  meafure  of  an  Union. 

Mr.  Plunket  condemned  the  declaration  of  the  Britiflr  minifter,  which  was 
made  under  the  influence  of  ignorance  and  delufion,  as  to  w'hat  were  the  real 
fentiments  of  the  parliament  and  people  of  Ireland  on  the  fubjedt  of  Union. 
The  noble  lord  had  intimated  that  the  time  might  come  when  the  parliament 
and  the  country  would  be  glad  to  folicit  the  meafure,  as  the  only  means  of 
effe6tually  fecuring  tranquillity.  He  hoped  the  noble  lord  did  not  mean  to  infi- 
nuate,  that  meafures  would  be  adopted  to  produce  fuch  eflPefts  in  the  coun- 
try, as  w'ould  create  theneceflity  of  fuch  a fituation,  in  order  that  “ what  v/as 
“ fpoken  by  the  prophets  might  be  fulfilled.”  He  was  not  overfond  of  feeing 
a minifter  rule  the  country,  who  feemed  to  have  a tafte  for  verifying  his  own 
predi6lions  as  to  the  neceflity  he  foretold. 

Several  gentlemen,  who  did  not  oppofe  the  adjournment,  fpoke  for  and 
aorainft  the  Union. 

O 

The  queftion  being  now  put,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  further 
oppofition. 

Colonel  Maxwell  Barry  faid,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  adjournment,  but 
as  from  the  declaration  of  the  Britilh  minifter,  ftratagem  might  be  appre- 
hended, gentlemen  hoftile  to  the  project  would  fee  the  neceflity  of  the  fulleft 
attendance  throughout  the  feffion ; and  he  fliould  therefore  move  a call  of 
the  houfe  on  the  8th  of  February.  • 

Lord  Caftlereagh  affured  the  honorable  gentleman  nothing  could  more  fa- 
tisfa6torily  accommodate  the  government  than  a full  attendance  of  members 
at  all  times,  as  the  beft  means  of  expediting  the  public  bufinefs ; and  with 
refpedt  to  the  queftion  of  Union,  he  had  already  declared  his  determination 
explicitly,  “ that  he  Ihould  never  bring  it  forward  fo  long  as  it  appeared  to 
“ him  repugnant  to  the  fenfe  of  parliament  and  the  country. 
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Colonel  IMaxwell  Barry  obferved,  the  noble  lord  could  not  hiinfelf  anfwer 
for  what  he  might  do,  as  he  muft  a6t  according  to  the  inilruclions  he  received 
from  the  other  fide. 

IMr.  Martin  whhed  the  call  of  the  houfe  poftponed  to  a further  day,  in 
order  to  give  ample  time  for  gentlemen  to  take  the  fenfe  of  their  conhi- 
tuents. 

Colonel  IMaxwell  Barry  amended  his  motion  to  the  1 1th  of  February, 
which  Avas  agreed  to. 

Sir  H.  Cavendilh,  after  a fliort  preface,  in  which  he  Rated,  that  the  houfe 
•of  parliament  had  been  degraded  by  perfonal  outrage  and  infult  to  feveral  of 
its  members,  coming  to  and  retiring  from  that  houfe,  in  confequence  of 
votes  given  in  that  houfe,  moved  three  refolutions  to  the  following  effedl : 

“ That  any  infult  or  alfault  offered  to  any  member  of  parliament  coming 
“ or  going  from  that  houfe,  in  confequence  of  any  thing  faid  or  done  in 
“ parliament;  or  any  attempt  to  intimidate  any  member  from  any  vote  in 
“ that  houfe;  or  any  tumultuous  aflemblage  of  perfons  meeting  in  the  paf- 
“ fages  to  that  houfe,  to  awe  or  intimidate  its  memhers,  to  or  from  any  vote, 
“ or  any  meafure,  is  an  high  infringement  on  the  privileges  of  that  houfe.” 

Colonel  IMaxwell  Barry  declared  for  himfelf  perfonally  he  had  neither 
Avitneffed  nor  heard  of  any  Rich  infult  or  A'iolence  offered  to  any  member.  If 
the  right  honorable  baronet  alluded  to  the  joy  fhewn  by  the  people  on  a 
late  occafion,  he  thought,  confidering  the  exultation  univerfally  felt,  the 
conduct  of  the  populace  extremely  calm  and  patient  before  and  during  the 
difcuffion,  and  extremely  moderate  in  their  exprelhon  of  triumph  on  the  de- 
feat of  the  meafure. 

Do6tor  Browne  agreed  Avith  Mr.  Barrington,  Avho  faid  he  had  heard  it 
afferted  that  day  in  the  hall  of  the  Four  Courts,  that  the  right  honorable 
baronet  had  declared  his  determination  to  move  for  the  removal  of  the  par- 
liament to  Cork,  in  order  to  fecure  fafety  in  its  deliberations. 

The  attorney  general  faid  it  Avas  notorious  that  both  the  perfons  of  mem- 
bers had  been  alfaulted  and  abufed  by  the  moft  opprobrious  names,  their 
houfes  attacked  by  mobs,  and  themfelves  declared  traitors  to  their  country, 
for  having  voted  in  favor  of  Union;  and  that  certainly  fuch  attempts  to 
overaAve  the  parliament  Avould  Avarrant  its  removal  to  Cork. 

The  Right  Honorable  Denis  Browne,  in  proof  of  the  daring  infults,  which 
had  been  offered  to  the  dignity  of  that  houfe,  read  a paragraph  from  the 
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Dublin  Evening  Poll, , calling  the  minifter  of  the  country  and  thofe  members 
who  voted  for  an  Union  “ a corrupt  minifler  and  his  corrupt  phalanx."  It 
was,  he  faid,  his  intention  to  have  called  the  printer  to  the  bar,  that  night, 
and  moved  for  his  committal  to  Newgate,  which  he  declared  he  would  do 
the  very  next  time  he  faw  fo  daring  and  contumacious  a libel  in  print.  The 
hoLife  adjourned  to  the  7tli  of  February. 

Out  of  parliament,  the  viceroy  with  the  ftrength  of  the  caftle,  neglected 
no  means  which  feemed  likely  to  promote  the  grand  obje6t  of  their  wiflies  ; 
by  which  he  gained  over  occafional  profelytes.  He  was,  however,  on  the 
other  hand  ftrongly  oppofed  by  many  even  of  his  former  friends,  and  found 
the  majority  of  the  nation  (however  dcfirous  of  a continuance  of  connexion) 
hoftile  to  the  fcheme  of  Union. 

Meetings,  in  the  different  counties  were  encouraged  by  the  Anti-unionifts  ; 
and  ftrong  refolutions  were  adopted  with  few  diflentient  voiees.  The  mili- 
tary commanders  fometimes  interfered,  on  pretence  of  preventing  the  intru- 
fion  and  violence  of  the  lower  claffes ; and  in  more  inftances  than  one,  fome 
over-zealous  fubaltern  officers  (without  authority)  ufed  menace  and  inti- 
midation in  order  to  deter  free  difcuffion  at  thofe  meetings. 

The  freeholders  of  Fermanagh  on  the  very  day  of  the  laft  fitting  of  parlia- 
ment, added  their  voices  to  thofe  of  the  other  Anti-unionifts;  in  the  King’s 
County  and  the  fhire  of  Limerick  ftrong  declarations  were  voted  agaiiift  an 
Union;  and  in  the  counties  of  Monaghan  and  Clare,  the  electors  thanked 
and  applauded  the  membei'S  who  had  oppofed  it.  In  February,  the  like  courfe 
M'as  purfued  by  the  freeholders  of  Cavan,  T^'rone,  and  other  fhires;  but,  in 
that  of  Galway,  the  archbifliop  of  Tuam  and  other  refpectable  individuals 
warmly  declared  in  favor  of  Union;  and,  in  the  town  of  Galway,  an  addrefs 
was  voted  by  many  of  the  inhabitants,  maintaining  the  neceffity  of  it  in 
very  concife  and  forcible  language.  “ In  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  as 
“ it  at  prefent  ftands,  we  difcover  the  feeds  of  party  animofity  and  national 
“ jealoufy.  A Proteftant  parliament  and  a Catholic  people  ! Hence  religious 
“ dilfenfion  and  civil  difcord.  Two  legiflatures  in  the  fame  empire  ! Flence 
“ local  prejudices  and  commercial  rivalry.  By  the  fettlement  of  1782,  the 
“ Iriffi  parliament  acquirerl  the  right  of  independent  legillation — a right 
“ equally  unfafe  to  exercife  or  not  to  exercife.  To  exercife  it  would  have 
“ been  to  endanger  the  unanimity,  and  thereby  to  hazard  the  divifion  of  the 
“ empire ; vffiile,  by  declining  to  exercife  this  right,  the  Iriffi  parliament 
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“ brought  upon  itfelf  the  imputation  of  abjed  fubmiflion  to  the  Britifli  le- 
“ giflature.  This  imputation  begot  contempt,  that  contempt  difcontent, 
“ and  that  difcontent  rebellion.  For  this  radical  defed  in  the  polity  of  the 
“ empire,  we  can  fee  but  one  remedy;  and  that  remedy  is  an  Union.” 

In  the  commercial  city  of  Cork,  a great  difunion  prevailed;  for,  Avhile 
many  of  the  traders  and  other  inhabitants  were  zealous  for  the  miniherial 
fcheme,  a great  number  were  hoftile  to  it.  Abov’e  700  of  the  latter  figned 
and  publiflied  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  parliamentary  Anti-unionifls  in 
general,  and  to  the  Earl  of  Charlemont  and  Mr.  Fofter  in  particular,  which 
were  anfwered  by  thofe  two  gentlemen. 

While  the  public  mind  was  in  thatftate  of  agitation,  the  fpeech  which  Mr. 
Pitt  delivered  on  the  2r3d  of  January,  Avas  circulated  throughout  the  nation 
with  more  than  ordinary  indullry,  and  fome  of  that  minifter’s  remarks,  as 
interpreted  by  the  Anti-unionifts,  increafed  the  public  ferment. 

When  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons  met  on  the  7th  of  February  according 
adjournment,  there  not  being  forty  members  in  it,  the  fpeaker  adjourned  to 
the  next  day,  when  a complaint  was  made  to  the  houfe  of  feveral  paragraphs* 

that 


* 28(h  of  January,  1799. 

^'18  Com.  Journ.  p.  17.  A more  dlforderly  debate  fcarcely  ever  we  believe  took  place  in  any 
of  the  affemblies  of  France  fince  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  than  in  the  Irilh  Houfe  of 
" Commons  on  the  queftion  refpedting  the  Union;  the  fpeeches  of  thofe  who  were  in  favor  of  the 
“ raeafure  were  received  with  hilTes  and  groans,  and  thofe  who  were  adverfe  were  cheared  with 
" the  plaudits  and  huzzas,  not  only  of  the  members  but  of  the  galleries ; the  tribunes  of  the  French 
“ affemblies  perhaps  never  interfered  in  a manner  more  likely  to  influence  the  deliberation  than 
“ the  ftrangers  upon  this  occafion  are  faid  to  have  done ; the  molt  opprobrious  language  was  held 
" by  fome  of  the  opponents  to  the  meafure  towards  its  fupporters,  and  it  is  a fa6t  that  many  of 
the  latter  left  the  houfe,  not  chufing  to  remain  in  fo  tumultuous  an  affembly.” 

2Qth  January,  1799. 

“ We  are  well  affured  that  more  than  ten  or  twelve  members  of  the  Iriflr  Houfe  of  Commons 
" who  are  favorable  to  the  Union,  left  the  houfe  on  the  night  the  addrefs  was  debated,  difgufted 
“ by  the  violent  and  licentious  condufl  which  the  ftrangers  in  the  galleries  were  allowed  to  purfue ; 
“ the  moft  urgent  entreaties  were  vain  to  induce  them  to  ftay ; but  had  they  ftaid  it  is  evident  that 
“ the  queftion  would  have  been  carried  by  a majority  of  more  than  a dozen.” 

30th  of  January,  1799. 

“ We  Ihould  have  given  much  more  weight  to  the  decifton  of  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons  upon 
" the  fubje6t  of  a Union,  if  the  point  had  been  coolly  and  difpaflionately  argued  there ; but  to  a 
" queftion  carried  as  it  has  been,  we  lhall  be  excufed  if  we  fay,  that  we  cannot  look  upon  it  as  the 
deliberative  opinion  of  that  afl'embly  or  of  the  people  at  large. 
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tliat  had  appeared  in  the  Sun,  an  Englifh  newfpaper,  generally  confidered  to 
be  under  the  immediate  diredion  and  controul  of  the  Britifli  minilter.  This 
therefore  was  confidered  by  the  Anti-unionifts  as  a part  of  the  fcheme  of  the 
Britilh  miniftry  to  force  the  Union  upon  them,  and  they  accordingly  refolved, 
nem.  con.  that  thofe  Englilh  newfpapers,  in  which  the  falfe,  fcandalous,  and 
malicious  libels  were  contained  and  publilhed,  fhould  be  burned  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  hangman,  in  College  Green,  and  that  the  flieriffs  of  Dublin 
fhould  attend  to  fee  the  fame  done  accordingly.  Although  the  horrors  of 
the  late  rebellion  had  now  merged  in  the  feelings  and  irritation  created  by 
the  queftion  of  Union,  ftill  the  old  means  of  proclaiming  different  diftrifts  to 
be  in  a Rate  of  difturbance  were  reforted  to  : and  it  is  not  a little  remarkable, 
that  the  firft  county  proclaimed  to  be  in  that  Rate,  was  that  of  Galway,  on 
the  12th  of  February,  in  which  county  the  earlieR  and  moR  vigorous  exer- 
tions had  been  made  in  favor  of  Union:  whence  many  concluded,  that  the 
advocates  for  that  meafure.  Rich  as  were  the  Earl  of  Clanricarde,  and  moR  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry  of  that  county,  confidered  that  it  would  be  the  more 
effectually  carried,  the  more  the  people  were  fubje6ted  to  * military  rule  and 
influence. 

" The  vote  of  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons  goes  to  fay,  that  they  will  not  even  entertain  the 
“ queftion  of  a Union,  they  will  not  accept  of  any  terms.  Give  them  all  the  advantages  and  pri- 
" vileges  of  Britifli  fubjedb,  they  reje6l  them  with  difdain;  nay  the  very  offer  they  call  an  infult. 
“ Is  this  the  voice  of  reafon  ? or  is  it  the  clamor  of  faftion  ?” 

* It  appears  from  a paper  prefented  by  Lord  Caftlereagh  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  pre- 
ceding day  (11  th  February)  of  the  eftimate  of  the  charge  of  the  regiments  ferving  in  Ireland,  and 
belonging  to  the  Britilh  eftablilhment,  that  they  amounted  to  23,201  men,  viz.  (I8  Com.  Journ, 
Appendix,  No.  XLIX.) 

Numbers. 

104S  Battalion  of  firft  foot  guards,  ten  companies,  (flank  companies  not  included.) 

2096  Ditto  of  Coldftream,  and  ditto  of  3d  foot  guards,  fame  rate. 

712  Firft  battalion  of  I ft  (or  Royal)  regiment  of  foot. 

2136  Three  regiments  more  at  fame  rate,  viz.  2d,  29th,  and  99d,  late  lOOth. 

588  Second  battalion  of  Breadalbane  feucible  infantry. 

8 1 7 Bedford  regiment  of  militia. 

1 159  Worcefter  ditto. 

1 1G9  North  Gloucefter  ditto. 
l6’34  Royal  Bucks  ditto. 

1 158  South  Devon  ditto. 

1 1 26  Dorfet  ditto. 

VOL.  II.  * 
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Perfonal  applications  were  made  by  Lord  Cornwallis  to  fuch  of  the  mem- 
bei’s  of  the  Irifh  parliament,  and  perfons  of  influence  and  power  in  the  coun- 
try, as  prudence  directed ; and  the  amiable  and  refpedfable  qualities  of  the 
viceroy  certainly  procured  a great  preponderance  of  intereft  in  favor  of  the 
Union  from  peifons,  who  probably  M’ould  other  wife  have  oppofed  it.* 

The 

1 047  South  Lincoln  ditto. 

1443  Leicefter  ditto. 

1278  Kent  ditto. 

1275  Hertford  ditto. 

1358  Weft  Suffolk  ditto. 

1280  Firft  Lancafhire  ditto, 

1877  Warwick  ditto. 

23201 

* The  avowed  fentiments  of  that  great  ftatefman,  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  upon  this  fubjeft,. 
may  well  be  prefumed  to  have  ftrongly  affefted  many  gentlemen  lefs  competent  or  likely  to  have 
formed  their  own  opinions  upon  that  important  meafure  tlian  the  noble  marquis.  In  his  fpeech 
upon  the  Union,  on  the  iqth  of  March,  he  thus  exprefled  himfelf.  “ (8  Fai  l.  Reg.  p.  285.)  I 
“ hate  the  word  competence.  I hate  the  word  rights.  I would  not  be  within  an  hundred  miles  of 
the  difcuffion  of  either,  if  I could  help  it.  I care  nothing  for  your  majority  of  five  in  the  Houfe 
" of  Commons.  I would  rather  adhere  to  the  opinion  of  one  fenfible,  unbiaffed  man,  than  a ma- 
" jority  of  feventy  others,  who  are  heated  by  a party  debate,  or  the  views  of  a fadtion.  I do  not 
tliink  that  minifters  have  much  real  knowledge  upon  the  fubjedlj  it  is  pretty  clear  they  have  not, 
“ from  what  has  happened.  I have  no  knowledge  myfelf  upon  this  point.  I am  no  Diflenter  ; 
‘‘  nor  am  I Catholic.  But  for  my  own  part,  I lliould  have  great  confidence  in  the  judgment,  as 
“ well  as  the  conduft  of  the  prefent  lord  lieutenant.  He  is  of  no  party.  He  is  brave,  and  he  is 
wife;  for  he  is  cautious  as  well  as  intrepid.  Let  him  pledge  his  honor  to  the  propriety  of  any 
“ meafure,  and  I lhall  be  much  difpofed  to  aflent  to  it.” 

On  the  other  hand,  as  Lord  Rokeby  was  applied  to  by  letter,  his  anfwer  to  the  lord  lieutenant  will 
not  be  uninterefting  to  the  curious  reader: 

“ Mv  Lord,  Horton,  near  Hythe,  Kent,  22r/  .Tan.  1799. 

“ I HOLD  myfelf  highly  honored  by  the  application  expreffed  to  m.e  in  your 
“ lordfhip’s  letter  of  the  l ith  inftant  j and  the  more  fo,  as  I am  fully  confident,  that  your  lordlhip 
“ expefts  or  defires  from  me  no  other  than  a plain  and  fincere  anfwer  to  it. 

" Give  me  leave  to  fay  then,  that  confidering,  as  I do,  a peerage  of  Ireland  to  be  conferred  and 
“ accepted  as  a great  and  almoft  facred  truft  for  the  good,  benefit,  and  advantage  of  the  Irifti  na- 
“ tion,  and  fo  to  be  executed,  I cannot  give  my  confent  and  concurrence  to  remove  from  their 
“■  country  their  own  legiftature  by  a Icgiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain.  I fpcak  this,  as  being 
” my  public  duty  towards  the  people  of  Ireland. 

“ As  a Briton  and  Englilhman,  I cannot  but  frequently  and  feelingly  reflect,  how  very  different 
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The  determined  perfeverance  of  the  Britifh  minifter  in  a plan  of  fo  much 
utility  to  the  empire  at  large,  was  not  to  be  checked  by  the  firmnefs  of  the 
Irifli  oppofition. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  Lord  Grenville  opened  the  bufinefs  in  the  Rritifli 
Houfe  of  Peers.  In  the  performance  of  his  duty,  it  afforded  him  foine  relief,  he 
faid,  to  find  that  the  two  main  points  on  which  the  refolutions  were  f(5unded, 
had  been  fufficiently  eftablilhed  to  preclude  the  neceffity  of  dw  elling  upon 
them,  Thefe  were,  that  the  legiflature  of  Ireland  had  an  independent  right 
of  deciding  upon  any  propofal  of  LFnion  as  fully  as  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  and  that  the  intereft  of  the  empire  at  large,  and  of  every  branch  of 
it  in  particular,  required  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  connexion 
between  the  countries.  So  far  from  being  unfeafonable,  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  highly  expedient  and  politic  to  enter  upon  a fpeedy  inquiry  into 
the  merits  of  the  meafure.  Its  nature  had  been  mifconceived  in  Ireland;  the 
views  of  its  advocates  had  been  mifreprefented ; prejudices  and  unfounded 
alarms  had  thrown  an  odium  on  the  propofition.  To  dilfipate  fuch  delufions, 
and  repel  fuch  affaults,  early  deliberation  was  neceffary,  that  national  ani- 

the  (late  of  Ireland  was  about  four  or  five  years  ago,  from  what  it  has  been  fince ; although  it  is, 
“ beyond  doubt,  exceedingly  bettered  by  the  wife,  mild,  and  benevolent  government  of  your  lord- 
“ fliip.  Surely  then  it  much  behoves  fome  men  well  and  ferioufly  to  revolve  within  themfelves, 
what  and  whofe  counfels  and  fyftem  they  have  been,  that  have  thus  brought  the  Irifh  nation  to 
their  prefent  difpofition  and  fituation  from  the  temper  and  attachment  to  us,  which  fo  generally  and 
" warmly  prevailed  wdth  them  no  longer  ago  than  in  the  time  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam.  What  a changel 
''  Are  not  fuch  ways  of  proceeding  and  governing,  the  doing  ourfelves  the  work  of  our  enemies. 

“ It  is  therefore  moft  earneflly  to  be  delired,  that  our  refponfible  ftatefmen  and  minifters  will 
“ duly  and  deeply  confider,  whether  tlie  propofed  flep  is  more  likely  to  reconcile  really  our  filler 
kingdom  to  England,  or  ultimately  to  exafperate  and  inveterate  it  in  a greater  degree  againft  us, 
" before  they  proceed  in  fo  extremely  important,  or,  perhaps,  almoft  defperate  meafures. 

“ Whether  this  diftant  and  remote  parliamentar}’^  election  may  not,  by  an  addition  to  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  crown,  aft'eft  likewife  our  conftitution  at  home  ; and  whether  no  fuch  event 
“ has,  by  a fimilar  circumftance,  ever  already  taken  place  in  our  own  ifland,  may,  perhaps,  be  too 
**  tender  a point  for  me  to  enter  into. 

“ Such  are,  however,  the  humble,  but  fincere  fentiments  of  a retired  old  man,  who  is  nearer  to 
ninety  than  to  eighty  years  of  age.  I hope  and  truft,  that  your  lordlhip  will  be  pleafed  to  accept 
“ them  in  good  part  as  a refpedtful,  although  plain  anfwer  on  the  fubje6t  of  the  application  made  by 
your  lordfhip  to  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

“ My  Loid,  &c. 

' Kokeby.” 

* A 2 mofity 
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mofity  might  not  be  embittered  or  inflamed  into  a decifive  reje6Iion  of  the 
offer.  It  could  not  juftly  be  thought  an  ill  compliment  to  the  commons  of 
Ireland  to  difcufs  a fcheme  Avhich  they  had  not  finally  exploded,  though  it 
did  not  appear  to  have  received  their  ftrong  approbation. 

In  examining  the  flate  of  connexion  between  the  kingdoms,  his  lordlhip 
obferved,  that  the  fettlement  in  1782  did  not  fupply  the  link,  which  by  the 
abrogation  of  the  former  fyfiem  was  deftroyed  ? It  did  not  provide  both  for 
the  independence  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  for  the  clofe  connexion 
fo  effentially  requifite  for  the  common  interefis  of  the  two  countries.  The 
fuppofed  identity  of  the  regal  power  in  both  was  the  only  bond  and  fecurity 
of  that  connexion.  That  in  a pure  and  unmixed  monarchy  might  be  fuffi- 
cient ; becaufe  the  power  of  the  fovereign  could  be  exerted  in  the  fame  man- 
ner in  every  part.  The  cafe,  however,  was  different  in  a mixed  government, 
where  the  exercife  of  authority  was  limited  by  the  different  privileges  of  its 
component  parts.  In  Holland,  for  inftance,  from  the  time  of  Sir  William 
Temple  to  the  late  fubverfion  of  the  government  of  that  country,  every 
friend  to  the  united  Rates  had  lamented  the  imperfect  connexion  which  fub- 
fifted  between  them,  and  every  enemy  had  availed  himfelf  of  the  defe6l.  The 
Americans,  on  the  eftablifhment  of  their  independence,  had  experienced  a 
fimilar  inconvenience.  The  power  which  exified  in  each  of  the  federal  Rates 
was  found  to  be  too  great,  and  that  of  the  whole  too  feeble.  It  had  been 
thought  neceffary,  therefore,  to  abridge  the  authority  of  the  Rates  indi- 
vidually, to  draw  clofer  the  general  union,  and  to  enlarge  the  authority,  by 
which  the  whole  was  governed  and  holden  together.  Even  now,  perhaps,  it 
was  one  of  the  principal  defeats  in  the  conRitution  of  the  American  Rates, 
that  the  power  of  each  was  too  extenfive,  and  that  of  the  general  legiflature 
and  government  too  weak  for  the  public  intereft  and  fecurity.  The  want  of 
a general  government,  to  diredl  the  efforts  and  employ  the  refources  of  the 
whole  confederacy,  had  contributed  to  the  ruin  of  Switzerland.  Had  that 
country  poffeffed  a government  capable  of  employing  anrl  diredfing  its  united 
Rrength,  it  might  have  oppofed  an  effectual  refiftance  to  the  violence  and  in- 
juRice  of  its  perfidious  enemy. 

Confidering  the  fuppofed  bond  of  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  his  lordfhip  did  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  it  was  abfolutely  null.  If  by 
the  conRitution  the  royal  power  could  foar  above  the  control  of  parliament, 
the  regal  identity  might  operate  as  a medium  of  connexion ; but,  if  the  par- 
liament 
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liament  could  check  that  power,  and  the  crown  required  the  aid  of  the  le- 
giflature  even  for  ordinary  occafions  of  government,  the  connexion  was  nu- 
gatory while  each  realm  had  a diftin6i  parliament. 

The  noble  fecretary  proceeded  to  treat  in  detail  of  the  chief  branches  of 
the  royal  prerogative,  with  a view  of  illuftrating  the  manner,  in  which  they 
were  or  might  be  exercifed  in  the  two  kingdoms.  He  argued  diftinclly  upon 
the  exercife  of  the  eccleliahical,  military,  fifcal,  and  political  prerogatives  of 
the  crown,  and  plainly  fhewed  how  it  might  be  checked  and  perverted  from 
the  conftitutional  ends  of  vefting  them  in  the  executive,  by  the  poffible  (and 
as  had  a6lually  happened  in  the  cafe  of  the  regency)  difcordance  of  indepen- 
dent parliaments.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  connexion,  he  contended,  that  the 
crown  itfelf  might  give  rife  to  a conteft.  The  title  to  the  crown  was  created  by 
parliament,  which  was  at  all  times  competent  to  alter  it.  On  what  foundation 
then  did  the  fucceffion  reft  ? It  was  regulated  by  the  a6l:  of  annexation  ; the 
Irilh  parliament  was  independent,  and  might  vary  the  tenure,  as  well  as  that 
of  Great  Britain.  Hence  it  was  neceifarv  for  the  general  intereft  of  the  em- 
pire,  that  fome  meafures  ftiould  be  taken  for  ftrengthening  this  connexion. 
In  the  adjuftment  of  a fcheme  of  this  nature,  the  local  interefts  of  Ireland 
claimed  particular  attention;  and  indeed  the  propofed  plan  would  confolidate 
and  extend  thofe  interefts.  The  evils  of  that  kingdom  obvioufly  called  for  a 
fpeedy  remedy.  The  prefent  government  unfortunately  had  not  grown  up 
with  the  habits  of  the  people.  The  Englifti  connexion  was  begun  among 
them  by  the  worft  of  all  conquefts,  one  that  was  incomplete  and  partial.  At 
different  times  the  invaders  made  occafional  progrefs;  and  rencM^ed  hoftilities 
kept  alive  the  flame  of  animofity. 

His  lordfhip  then  went  into  an  hiftorical  difquifition  of  the  progrefs  of  that 
country  to  civilization  and  its  prefent  ftate.  The  good  confequenccs  of 
Union  would  quickly  appear,  in  the  progrefs  of  civilization,  the  prevalence  of 
order,  the  increafe  of  indnftry  and  v'ealth,  and  the  improvement  of  moral 
habits.  The  Hibernian  Proteftants  would  feel  themfelvTs  fecure  under  the 
protection  of  a Proteftant  imperial  parliament;  and  the  anxiety  of  the  Catho- 
lics would  be  allayed  by  the  hope  of  a more  candid  examination  of  their 
claims  from  a parliament  not  influenced  by  the  prejudices  of  a local  legifla- 
ture.  A free  admiflion  of  the  Catholics  into  the  Irilh  parliament  might  lead 
to  a fubverfion  of  its  conftitution;  but  all  fear  of  their  preponderancy  would 
vanifh  under  a general  legiflature,  as  they  then  u'ould  be  far  outnumbered  by 
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the  Proteftants.  The  animofities  of  thefe  rival  parties  would  be  allayed  ; and 
a tranquillity  which  Ireland  had  rarely  enjoyed  would  be  the  pleafing  refult. 
He  then  touched  upon  the  real  point  in  difpute.  It  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  independence  of  Ireland  would  be  facrificed  in  the  event  of  an 
Union.  It  would  ftill  remain,  and  even  derive  frefli  vigor  from  being  con- 
folidated  with  the  proudeft  and  moft  folid  independence  that  ever  was  en- 
joyed. Before  the  Union  which  took  place  in  1707,  England  and  Scotland 
were,  in  fadl,  lefs  independent  than  when  they  afterwards  compofed  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain.  By  this  Union,  each  kingdom  had  become  more 
independent  of  foreign  nations,  and  more  iiulependent,  if  he  could  fo  fpeak, 
of  human  events ; each  had  become  more  powerful,  and  had  incrcafed  in 
profperity.  In  like  manner,  if  this  legiflative  Union  Ihould  take  place,  no 
individual  would  fuffer  in  dignity,  rank,  or  condition ; but,  in  a national 
view,  all  would  receive  an  addition.  When  the  Union  with  Scotland  was  in 
agitation,  loud  clamors  arofe  againft  it ; but  time  had  fliewn,  that  they  were 
ill-founded.  It  was  promotive  of  the  general  interefts  of  the  empire  to  con- 
fult  the  interefts  of  every  component  part  of  it;  and,  as  this  had  proved  true 
with  regard  to  Scotland,  in  confequence  of  an  union  with  that  country,  fo, 
he  was  perfuaded,  a fnnilar  meafure  would  operate  with  refpedl  to  Ireland. 
Nothing  could  be  adduced  as  a more  pov'erful  motive  to  Union,  than  that 
both  countries  were  alfailed  by  a common  enemy,  whofe  aim  was  to  deftroy 
Great  Britain  by  making  Ireland  the  medium  of  that  mifehief.  Before  the 
Union  with  Scotland,  it  was  alfo  the  aim  of  the  French  to  render  that  coun- 
try fubfervient  to  their  infidious  defigns.  At  prefent,  the  chief  hope  of  re- 
fiftance  to  tire  tyrannical  power  of  France  feemed  to  reft  on  Great  Britain; 
and  Ireland,  in  her  weak  and  difordered  ftate,  could  look  to  this  country 
alone  for  fupport.  Fler  independence  was  eftentially  involved  in  her  con- 
nexion with  Britain ; and,  if  flie  fliould  ftiake  off  that  tie,  flie  would  fall 
under  the  French  yoke. 

His  lordlhip  now  moved  the  firft  refolution,  and  intimated,  that  he  fliould 
afterwards  requeft  the  houfe  to  vote  an  addrefs  favorable  to  the  adjuftment 
of  a complete  Union. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  declined  an  ample  difeuffion  of  the  fubjeft,  becaufe  he 
deemed  the  agitation  of  it  unfeafonable.  It  would  tend  to  inflame  diffention, 
and  impair  the  ftrength  and  vigor  of  the  empire.  The  rebellion  in  Ireland 
had  arifen  from  a difunion  between  the  dift’erent  ranks  of  the  community, 
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and  a mixture  of  religious  and  political  animofity.  The  fame  caufes  had 
long  been  produ6tive  of  evil ; but  it  was  not  probable,  that  a meafure  repug- 
nant to  the  feelings  of  the  majority  of  the  nation  would  operate  as  a remedy. 
If  the  evils  of  the  country,  as  fome  alleged,  arofe  from  a feparate  legiflature, 
would  an  Union  annihilate  the  Britifli  influence,  which  prevailed  in  that  le- 
giflature ? Would  it  not  ftill  be  paramount  after  the  conjun6lion  of  the  two 
parliaments  ? 

Upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  diftin6tions  between  the  orders,  would  they  be  re- 
medied by  an  incorporated  Union?  Had  the  noble  lord  faid  any  thing  to 
induce  the  houfe  to  believe,  that  thefe  diftincfions  would  be  relieved  by  an 
Union?  He  had  heard,  indeed,  fomething  of  an  infinuation  thrown  out. 
But  had  the  houfe,  or  the  people  of  Ireland,  any  thing  of  greater  weight  than 
that  infinuation  ? If  it  were  meant  to  conciliate  the  Catholics  and  the  lower 
orders  of  people,  and  that  was  to  be  done  by  an  incorporated  Union,  it  would 
firft  be  necelfary  to  lliew  them  how  much  they  would  be  benefited  by  it. 
Many  perfons,  who  were  amongft  the  brighteft  ornaments  of  the  ftate,  were 
at  prefent  Ihut  out  of  the  legiflature.  Who  would  tell  him,  that  the  Proteftant 
interefl:  would  be  endangered  by  the  admiffion  of  a Catholic  lord  in  that 
houfe:  yet  this,  with  all  the  niggard  jealoufy,  fit  only  for  the  darkeft  minds, 
was  refufed.  Did  any  one  at  that  time  of  day  believe,  that  the  family  of  the 
Stuarts  would  be  fupported  by  the  Catholics  ? And  yet  the  benches  of  the 
houfe  were  bare  of  thole,  who,  in  point  of  birth-right,  had  as  much  right  to 
a feat  in  the  houfe  as  any  of  their  lordlhips.  The  noble  lord  had  faid,  that 
the  tells  required  in  the  army  of  Ireland,  and  in  the  army  of  England,  were 
different.  They  were  fo.  In  Ireland  they  had  admitted  the  Catholics  into 
the  army ; in  England  they  were  excluded.  Would  the  Catholics  then  be 
conciliated  by  getting  into  a more  narrow-minded  legiflature  ? An  incorpo- 
rated Union  did  not  promife  that  which  they  required:  it  put  them  rather  at 
a greater  diltance.  The  whole  arguments  of  the  noble  lord  tended  to  fliew, 
that  both  countries,  when  incorporated,  would  be  ftronger  and  better.  But 
the  inconveniences,  ftated  as  likely  to  arife  from  a feparate  legiflature,  had 
exilled  from  the  moft  ancient  times.  It  was  not  from  1782  only,  but  long 
before  that  period,  that  all  a6ls  of  imperial  concern  had  been  done  by  the 
Irilh  parliament.  In  the  declaration  of  war  in  177^5  and  1757,  their  lordlhips 
would  find,  that  his  majefty  had  communicated  fuch  declarations  to  the  Irilh 
parliament.  They  had  the  power  of  deliberating  upon  it,  and  of  couife,  as 
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the  noble  lord  had  faid  properly,  of  deciding.  The  houfe  then  had  the  ex- 
perience of  ages,  that  the  dangers  apprehended  from  a feparate  legiflature  had 
not  arifen.  Why,  then,  it  was  next  to  be  confidered,  whether  this  were  the 
proper  time  for  an  Union.  On  the  part  of  Great  Britain  he  would  fay — Do 
you  with  to  introduce  into  the  Britifh  parliament  the  rebellion  of  Ireland?  , 
Do  you  wiili  to  introduce  the  reprefen tatives  of  Ireland — Reprefentatives 
elected  by  the  free  ele(5tors  of  Ireland  ? Oh  ! no,  no,  by  Britilh  bayonets. 
By  fuch,  fliould  there  be  a diflblution  under  fuch  aufpices  mull  the  general 
election  be  carried  on,  with  an  army  not  only  in  potfelfion  of  the  fword,  but 
having  the  law  in  its  difpofal.  Could  Great  Britain  then  have  any  thing  but 
the  reprefentatives  of  an  army?  Was  this  the  body  which  their  lordfliips  de- 
fired  to  have  ? Was  this  the  period,  in  which  it  was  wiflied  to  introduce  fuch 
reprefentatives  ? 

His  lordthip  faid  he  thould  now  proceed  to  hate  fomething  perfonal  to 
himfelf,  and  for  the  mention  of  which,  he  had  to  apologize  to  their  lordtliips. 
A reprefentation  of  the  circumltances,  under  which  he  went  to  Ireland  had  been 
given,  and  it  was  upon  that  point,  that  he  begged  to  give  fome  explanation. 

“ I have  underftood  (faid  his  lordfliip),  that  it  has  been  Rated  in  another 
“ place,  that  during  my  adminiRration  in  Ireland,  I was  never  required  to 
“ retraCt  what  I had  been  directed  by  government  to  propofe.  If  it  has 
“ been  Rated,  that  I never  received  orders  to  bring  forward  the  queRion  of 
“ Catholic  emancipation  on  the  part  of  government,  I admit  that  Ratement 
“ to  be  true.  But  in  juftification  of  the  part  I took  at  that  period,  (and  in 
“ my  confcience  I believe  the  events  that  occurred  have  led  to  the  evils  that 
“ now  exiR,  and  have  Ramped  the  doom  of  that  ill-fated  country)  it  is  necef- 
“ fary  to  thefe  Ratements  I thould  add  a Riort  hiRory  of  the  tranfaClion. 

“ Yielding  to  the  argument  of  not  wifliing  to  entangle  gov'ernment  in  diRi- 
“ culties  upon  the  fubjeCl  at  that  period,  I admit,  that  under  orders  clearly 
“ underRood  by  me,  not  to  give  rife  to  or  bring  forward  the  queRion  of  Ca- 
“ tholic  emancipation  on  the  part  of  government,  I atfumed  the  government 
“ of  Ireland.  But  in  yielding  to  this  argument,  I entered  my  proteft  againR 
“ refilling  the  queRion,  if  it  Ihould  be  brought  forward  from  any  other  quar- 
“ ter;  and  I made  moR  diftiuCl  declarations,  that  in  cafe  of  its  being  fo 
“ brought  forward,  it  Ihould  receive  my  full  fupport.  With  thefe  declarations 
“ I alTumed  the  government  of  Ireland.  This  I Rate  upon  my  honor.  I 
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fliould  not  have  introduced  it,  had  I not  deemed  it  neceflary  to  give  this 
“ explanation.” 

Lord  Grenville  obferved,  in  reply,  that  the  noble  earl  admitted,  that  he 
went  over  Avith  orders  not  to  bring  forward  the  Catholic  queftion ; but  he 
had  no  recolle6tion  of  any  fuch  proteft  and  declaration,  as  were  alluded  to 
by  the  noble  earl.  ^Vhere  was  the  paper?  Earl  Fitzwilliam  replied,  he  was 
forry  the  noble  lord  diould  not  have  it  in  his  recolle6tion,  that  he  entered  his 
proteft,  not  on  paper,  but  in  his  prefence,  againft  afluming  the  government  of 
Ireland  but  under  the  circumftance,  that  if  the  meafure  ftiould  be  brought 
forward  from  any  other  quarter,  he  ftiould  give  it  his  full  fupport. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne  faid,  that  he  moft  cordially  concurred  in  every 
thing  that  was  alferted  by  the  noble  earl  in  favor  and  in  praife  of  the  Roman 
Catholics.  He  muft  obferve,  however,  that  this  fubje6t  had  no  relation  to 
the  queftion  immediately  before  the  houfe,  or  to  the  fituation  of  the  Irifti 
Roman  Catholics,  though,  indeed,  the  adoption  of  the  propofed  Union 
might  ultimately  tend  to  do  the  Roman  Catholics  the  juftice  they  deferved. 
But  noAV,  as  to  a large  and  general  queftion,  he  was  by  no  means  furprifed 
that  at  firft  fight  it  was  objected  to  as  improper  to  be  difcufled  at  the  prefent 
moment  Molt  undoubtedly,  fuch  a meafure  ftiould  be  the  work  of  peace 
and  of  time;  it  ftiould  be  the  refult  of  difpaflionate  judgment  and  of  calm 
confideration.  It  was  not,  however,  the  firft  queftion  to  be  examined : there 
were  other  queftions,  the  confideration  of  ivhich  ftiould  precede  that  of  the 
Union;  and  one  of  them  was,  whether  it  was  poflible  for  the  affairs  of  Ireland 
to  go  on  as  they  were  governed  ; the  other,  if  an  Union  were  to  take  place, 
what  ftiould  be  the  nature  of  that  Union.  He  enumerated  the  moft  remark- 
able events  of  the  Iiifti  hiftory  from  the  year  1767;  and  obferved  upon  the 
cafe  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  that  his  pofthumous  attainder  was  an  a6t  of 
flagrant  tyranny.  From  the  late  prevalence  of  diforder  and  calamity,  he  rvas 
confident,  that  fuch  a government  could  not  much  longer  fubfift.  The  evils 
of  the  country  required  a fpeedy  remedy ; and  an  union  promifed  a more 
efficacious  cure  than  any  other  meafure,  which  could  bedevifed.  Itrvasatall 
times  defirable,  at  that  indifpenfable.  The  danger  to  which  the  Britifti  domi- 
nions were  expofed  rendered  fuch  a ftep  neceffary,  to  obviate  irreparable  niif- 
chief  or  prevent  total  ruin.  The  Orange  and  the  Green,  the  Diffenter  and 
the  Catholic;  the  Diflenter,  Catholic,  and  Churchman,  wlien  attacked  by  a 
common  enemy,  called  out  by  inftin6l  for  an  LTnion  betwixt  each  other. 

VoL.  H.  - * B What 


930 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


What  ought  the  three  kingdoms,  when  menaced  by  an  inveterate  and  power- 
ful foreign  enemy,  what  muft  they  do  but  unite,  or  be  divided  and  cruflied. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  proceedings  of  the  year  1782,  not  from  an  idea  of 
connexion  between  that  topic  and  the  fubject  under  difculTion,  but  becaufe 
frequent  reference  had  been  made  to  that  fettlement  in  the  debates  of  both 
parliaments.  Its  authors,  he  faid,  had  no  idea  of  effedling  a legiflative  union  ; 
nor  did  they  by  any  means  declare  againft  fuch  a fcheme. 

In  pointing  out  the  chief  requifites*  of  an  union,  he  mentioned  the  neceflity 
of  confolidating  the  armies  of  the  two  countries f for,  unlefs  there  tliould  be 
fuch  an  union  of  the  military  ehabliflimerrts  as  might  afford  an  opportunity 
of  faying  with  truth  that  there  was  only  one  army,  it  might  be  faid,  with 
regard  to  the  affairs  of  the  Britidi  empire,  “ Chaos  is  come  again.”  The 
navy  alfo  Ihould  be  one,  furniffied  by  the  united  zeal  of  the  Avhole  commu- 
nity ; for  it  Avould  refemble  patch-work,  if  one  part  of  the  empire  fliould 
fupply  a Ihip  and  a half,  another  a quarter,  and  a third  a different  quota. 
There  fliould,  at  the  fame  time,  be  only  one  fyftem  of  law.  Commerce  was 
the  next  point  to  be  confidered ; and  this  ought  to  be  on  an  equal  footing  in 
both  countries.  The  concerns  of  finance  ought  alfo  to  be  aflimilated  ; and, 
in  fhort,  the  union,  to  be  effedfive,  ought  to  be  fubftantial  and  complete. 
Some  might  fay,  that  moft  of  thefe  points  were  already  gained  ; but,  as  they 
were  in  danger  of  being  loft  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  two  nations,  he  wifhed  to 
render  them  permanent  by  an  Union. 

There  was  one  point  which  was  by  no  means  fettled,  and  which  ought  to 
be  well  fettled  before  any  Union  could  be  of  any  avail — that  was,  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  He  knew  not  how  far  they  might  mifunder- 
ftand  their  true  interefts,  nor  to  what  violence  they  might  be  led  ; upon  this 
fubjedt  it  was  manifeft  that  rainifters  had  milled  themfelves^  they  were  igno- 
rant of  the  difpofitions  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  ; for,  if  they  had  thought 
they  would  have  been  out-voted,  they  would  not  have  brought  the  fubjedl 
forward  ; but  fmce  it  was  clear,  that  if  they  knew  fo  little  of  the  parliament, 
they  muft  know  very  little  of  the  difpofition  of  the  people  of  Ireland  of  other 

* The  noble  marquis  referred  to  a pamphlet  of  Dean  Tucker,  Avhich  he  obferved  in  few  pages 
contained  more  fenfe,  as  well  as  more  patriotifm  upon  this  fubjeft,  than  the  many  volumes  that  had 
been  written  upon  it. 

f See  what  has  been  before  faid  upon  the  inconveniency  of  the  eflfeds  of  the  exifting  laws  relative 
to  the  army. 
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clefcriptions.  With  regard  to  the  Catholics,  they  M’cre  now  in  a Rate  of  irri- 
tability and  vexation  : their  emancipation  was  a thing,  which  it  was  vain  to 
attempt  to  flop;  it  was  too  late  to  try.  They  crawled  upon  all  fours;  they 
had  been  allowed  to  ftand  upon  two  : and  it  was  idle  to  think  that  they  would 
not  look  their  governors  in  the  face.  The  thing  was  gone  by  : it  was  filly  to 
fay,  they  were  forry  that  any  thing  was  done  for  the  Catholics;  they  ought 
to  rejoice  at  it,  and  chearfully  finifli  all  they  had  begun  upon  that  fubjetl. 
There  was  nothing  to  fear  from  it.  Thofe  who  thought  there  Avas,  ought  to 
look  at  the  condition  of  the  Pope — ought  to  look  at  the  Rate  of  France; 
they  AN  Ould  then  fee  that  there  Avas  no  fear  from  any  body  of  men,  on  account 
of  the  religion  Avhich  they  profefled.  That  fpecies  of  deception  Avas  gone. 

The  queftion,  (faid  the  noble  marquis)  is  not  Avhat  religion  Are  lhall  haA^e, 
“ but  Avdiether  you  fliall  be  permitted  to  have  any  ? It  is  not  Avhether  this, 
“ or  that,  religion  Riall  be  deftroyed  ? Under  this  fituation  of  things,  every 
“ good  man  is  called  upon  to  join  the  Randard  of  Jefus  ChriR — keep  the  reli- 
“ gion  of  Jefus  ChriR — any  religion  is  better  than  none  : at  all  events  unite 
“ to  oppofe  and  keep  from  entering  among  you  thofe  Avho  haA^e  no  religion, 
“ and  who  are  enemies  to  all.” 

A member,  Avdiom  he  did  not  know  perfonally,  (Mr.  Dobbs)  but  aaLoR; 
fpeeches  in  the  Irifli  houfe  he  admired,  had  faid  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
“ treat  them  fairly  and  juRly,  avoAV  at  once  your  objeft,  and  if  it  be  juR,  I 
“ AV'ill  pledge  myfelf  for  their  acquiefcence.”  He  Avould  add  to  the  fpeech  of 
that  fenfible  man,  and  fay,  do  not  come  forvv^ard  Avith  your  hefitating, 
“ perhaps,”  or,  “ it  may  be,”  or,  “ Av^e  Avill  confider,”  or  any  Rich  ambi- 
guity, but  come  boldly  forAvard  at  once,  and  tell  them  fincerely  Avhat  you 
intend  doing.  Speak  to  them  as  men  that  are  free,  and  determined  to  be 
free.  In  all  the  afiairs  of  life  fmcerity  has  fucceeded  nine  times  out  of  ten; 
and  although  the  mafs  of  the  people  of  Ireland  Ai  ere  to  be  pitied  for  Avant  of 
education,  yet  he  knew,  from  the  experience  of  forty  years,  that  liberality 
AA'as  never  ill  requited  by  them. 

There  ought  to  be  no  tricking,  no  intrigue,  in  their  proceedings;  let  them 
gain  their  point  by  manly  and  honorable  dealing,  not  procure  fuccefs  by  cor- 
ruption, or  enforce  acquiefcence  by  terror. 

The  prefent  Avas  an  anful  period — the  conteR  AA^as  ferious  and  alarming. 
If  AA’ifdom  Ihould  not  interpofe,  a rupture  might  arife  betAveen  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  calamitous  to  both  parties,  but  more  particularly  to  the  latter. 

■*^6  2 The 
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The  greateft  prudence  and  the  inoft  vigilant  caution  were  neeeflary  to  fecure 
the  Britilh  empire  amidil  the  convulfions  of  neighbouring  ftates.  It  was  his 
earneft  wifli  that  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  might  hand  like  two  rocks  in  the 
fea  unmoved  by  ilorms,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  both  iflands  might  form 
the  moft  cordial  and  complete  union  for  the  prefervation  of  property,  law, 
order,  morality,  and  religion. 

Earl  Camden  fpoke  chiefly  in  defence  of  his  own  adminiftration  of  Ireland. 
He  denied  that  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzvilliam  -was  produ6five  of  diforder  or  dif- 
affe6fion,  and  affirmed  that  the  rigorous  proceedings  of  the  government  were 
rendered  neceffary  by  that  feditious  fpirit  which  exifted  independently  of  the 
Catholic  queftion.  He  declared,  that  all  the  feverities  imputed  to  his  admi- 
niftration, w'ere  preceded  by  adfs  of  outrage,  of  infurredion,  or  of  rebellion. 
He  allowed,  that  his  condu(!il  in  adopting  adtive  and  vigorous  meafures,  and 
apprehending  fome  of  the  leaders,  did  accelerate  the  rebellion ; but,  as  the 
fame  fteps  facilitated  its  fuppreffion,  he  did  not  think  that  he  could  juftly  be 
blamed. 

He  then  pronounced  his  decided  opinion  in  favor  of  an  Union,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  both  countries.  There  was  one  part  of  this  fubjedf,  upon  which  he  could 
not  fpeak  but  with  great  delicacy,  and  that  was,  with  refpedl  to  the  Irilh 
parliament.  He  had  upon  every  occafion  during  his  refidence  in  that  country, 
obferved  the  energy  and  vigor  of  the  parliament  of  that  country;  but  hill  he 
felt  himfelf  bound  to  fay,  that  he  thought  a better  form  of  government 
neceffary  for  Ireland,  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  ffiould  give  his  affent  to 
this  meafure. 

The  Marquis  Townffiend  promifed  to  vote  for  the  meafure;  but  he  Avas 
apprehenfive  that  every  attempt  to  render  the  Irifh  nation  happy,  would  be 
inefficacious,  unlefs  a due  obedience  to  the  laws  fhould  be  enforced  by  refi- 
dent  magiftrates — unlefs  the  itinerant  Catholic  priefts  fliould  be  prevented 
from  giving  abfolution  for  offences,  the  ftewards,  and  other  agents  of  the 
landlords  be  checked  in  their  career  of  oppreffion,  and  the  morals  of  the 
lower  claffes  of  the  people  be  improved  by  the  care  of  their  fuperiors. 

Lord  Clifton  (Earl  of  Darnley  in  Ireland)  declared  his  preference  of  a 
legiflative  Union  to  any  other  mode  of  connexion,  but  doubted  the  pra6lica- 
bility  of  the  meafure.  The  Engliffi,  in  general,  he  faid,  knew  little  more  of 
the  affairs  of  Ireland  than  of  thofe  of  China ; in  the  prefent  cafe,  they  repre- 
fen ted  what  was  almoft  the  univerfal  fenfe  of  the  nation  as  the  voice  of  cabal 
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or  the  cry  of  fa6lion.  The  voluntary  affent  of  the  Irilli,  he  feared,  could  not 
be  obtained;  and  coercion  would  be  highly  impolitic  and  unjuft.  He  there- 
fore wilhed  that  the  fcheme  might  be  fufpended. 

Lord  Hobart,*  while  he  approved  the  condu6l,  which  the  Irifli  parliament 
had  purfued  for  many  years,  was  convinced  that  a legiflature,  conftituted  as 
that  was,  could  not  give  fatisfadlion  to  the  people.  His  meaning  was,  that 
a Proteftant  parliament  could  never  fatisfy  a nation,  of  which  three-fourths 
were  Catholics.  On  this  ground  his  determination  to  fupport  the  queftion 
of  a legiflative  Union  principally  relied. 

Lord  Rawdon  (Earl  of  IMoira  in  Ireland)  declared  that  no  one  would  more 
heartily  concur  in  the  propofed  meafure  than  himfelf,  if  it  lliould  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Irilli  community : but,  as  it  had  ex- 
cited general  difguft  and  vigorous  oppolition,  he  was  convinced  of  the  danger 
of  profecuting  the  fcheme.  Even  if  the  Irilh  parliament  lliould  be  difpofed  to 
adopt  it,  the  difinclination  of  the  people  ought  to  have  been  deemed  a fuffi- 
cient  ground  for  relinquidiing  it : otherwife  we  might  nouridi  in  delulive 
fecurity  a fecret  lire,  which  might  ultimately  confume  the  vitals  of  the  empire. 
If  he  lliould  admit  the  probability  of  a change  in  the  difpofition  of  the  people, 
he  muft  contend,  as  the  meafure  was  to  be  fufpended,  that  it  was  at  leaft  im- 
prudent to  pledge  the  Britilh  parliament  to  fpecilic  refolutions,  which  might 
be  fuperfeded  by  the  future  relative  lituation  of  the  countries.  Was  it  to  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  tenor  of  the  refolutions  ivould  alter  the  fentiments  of  the 
Irilh  nation  with  regard  to  a meafure,  ivliich  they  had  contemplated  in  the 
aggregate  with  fuch  diftafte?  W’ere  the  provifions  judicioully  calculated  to 
promote  fuch  an  effect  ? By  one  of  the  refolutions  the  tell  adt  was  to  be  ftill 
operative  againft  the  Catholics  and  the  Protellant  Dilfenters  of  Ireland. 
Did  not  this  go  to  eftablifli  a ftrong  jealoufy,  if  not  eftrangenient,  in  the 
breafts  of  fuch  a majority  of  that  community,  whofe  confidence  and  concur- 
rence were  fo  defirable?  The  earl  had  predicted,  that  the  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment which  had  been  purfued  in  that  country  could  not  go  on,  and  he  had 
unfortunately  proved  too  true  a prophet.  That,  however,  was  not  a confe- 
quence  flowing  from  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  : it  was  folely  the  refult  of  a 
frantic  exercife  of  feverities  on  the  part  of  government,  as  much  in  contempt 
of  that  very  conftitution  as  in  defiance  of  every  principle  of  policy,  that  had 
hitherto  been  current  among  men. 


* Now  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  war  department. 
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He  animadverted  on  feveral  parts  of  the  fpeech  of  Lord  Grenville,  particu- 
larly on  that,  in  which  the  lecretary  had  faid,  that  a cafe  might  occur  iii 
which  the  parliament  of  Ireland  might  refufe  to  pay  the  troops,  and  feemed  to 
think  that  his  pofition  on  this  ground  of  argument  was  ftrengthened  by  the 
difference  of  the  tetl  taken  by  the  military  body  of  Ireland  from  that,  which’ 
was  taken  by  the  troops  of  England : but  a man  might  be  a brave  foldier,  and 
a truhy  fupporter  of  his  country’s  caufe,  even  though  he  fliould  believe  that 
there  werefeven  facraments  ; in  fa6t,  there  was  no  feparate regular  Irifli  army; 
his  majefty  might  call  away  any  regiment  to  this  country,  and  replace  it  by 
another  from  England,  without  any  explanation  to  the  legiflature  of  Ireland. 
There  was,  indeed,  a ftipulation  that  Ireland  fliould  have  a certain  number  of 
troops  for  her  defence  ; and  thofe  troops  flie  engaged  to  pay.  But  the  fecre- 
tary  argued  that  Ihe  might  refufe  to  pay  them.  So  might  the  Britifli  parlia- 
ment refufe  to  pay  the  army  in  this  ifland.  The  queftion,  by  -which  the  houfe 
ought  to  form  an  opinion  refpe<5ting  the  expediency  of  bringing  forward 
thofe  refolutions,  was  not  A\-hat  the  Irifli  ought  to  think,  but  what  they  did 
really  think  upon  the  fubjeCt.  W’hether  juftly  or  not,  it  appeared,  they  did 
think  the  demand  upon  Ireland  was  nothing  lefs  than  the  whole  body  of  her 
laws,  her  rights,  her  liberties,  her  independent  parliament,  the  blood,  the 
labor,  the  wealth  and  refources  of  the  people.  And  under  what  circumftances 
did  the  mafs  of  the  Irifli  nation  come  to  iveigh  fuch  a fuppofed  demand? 
Difgufted  by  recent  outrages,  ftill  fmarting  from  the  lalh  of  late  feverities, 
and  irritated  by  threats  of  continued  infliftion,  how  was  it  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  they  could  meet  with  temper  the  propofition  for  drawing  clofer  the  ties 
by  which,  they  had  been  mifehievoufly  told,  all  their  pafl  fufferings  ivere  occa- 
fioned  ? For  it  was  one  of  the  moft  ferious  evils  of  the  late  troubles,  that 
thofe  who  were  trampling  upon  the  feelings,  the  properties,  and  the  lives  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  difguifed  their  own  paflions  under  the  profefflon,  that 
fuch  acls  of  violence  were  ncceflary  for  the  prefervatioii  of  Englifli  connection  ; 
thereby  falfely  reprefenting  Englifli  conne6tion,  which  ought  to  be  the 
fource  of  every  blefliiig  to  Ireland,  as  the  fpringfrom  which  all  their  calamities 
had  flowed.  The  Irifli  government  ftigmatized  with  the  name  of  rebellion 
that  which  was  only  indignation  at  fome  unconflitutional  meafures ; and, 
having  once  made  the  charge  againft  its  opponents,  thence  deduced  the  right 
and  the  neceflity  of  abandoning  the  paths  of  the  law,  and  of  making  its  own 
conception  of  expediency  the  exclufive  rule  of  conduct  towards  tlie  multi- 
tude. 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


935 


tude.  The  legiflature  readily  lent  its  aid  in  paffing  the  moft  fevere  penal 
ftatiites,  and  thefe  even  their  angry  and  vindidtive  miniftry  foon  refuted  to 
abide  by.  Any  thing  that  bore  the  lemblance  of  law  was  too  tardy  for  their 
impatient  fpirit.  Forgetting  that  the  corre6tive  conduft  of  a government 
ought  to  be  fober  as  well  as  firm,  dignified  and  conciliating  as  well  as  vigo- 
rous, they  even  teemed  to  afteft  the  peevitlinefs  of  individual  animofity;  and  in 
that  temper  they  proceeded  with  eagle  fwiftnefs  and  more  than  eagle  fiercenefs 
to  pafs  'a  fweeping  condemnation  of  the  whole  people  of  Ireland.  Mercy, 
juftice,  and  policy,  were  left  far  behind,  as  unprofitable  afibciates. 

He  did  not  accufe  Earl  Camden  of  having  given  directions  for  fuch  hor- 
rible outrages;  but  hinted,  that  the  viceroy,  being  taught  by  the  cabinet  to 
believe  that  extraordinary  rigor  was  necelfary,  had  connived  at  exceffes  which 
arofe  from  that  fyftem.  If  it  were  true,  that  fo  great  a proportion  of  the  adult 
and  effedlive  population  of  the  country  as  500,000  had  engaged  in  the  trai- 
terous  confpiracy,  it  was  the  greateft  cenfure  that  could  be  palTed  on  any  go- 
vernment. When  to  the  inifcondudt  of  the  Britilh  minifters  he  laid  the  evils 
and  the  miferies  of  Ireland,  it  was  to  their  mifinformation  and  ignorance  of 
the  fiate  of  the  country,  not  to  deliberate  inhumanity  that  he  aferibed 
them.  He  trufted,  that  the  time  would  foon  arrive,  when  remorfe  would  take 
place  of  apathy,  and  when  they  would  earneftly  with  that  their  fyftem  of  con- 
du6l  had  uniformly  enforced  on  their  fervants  the  neceflity  of  refpe6ling  with 
awful  veneration  the  rights  of  humanity. 

Lord  Grenville  had  imputed  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  chiefly  to  the  propa- 
gation of  French  principles;  but  the  effect  of  thefe,  without  minifterial  mif- 
condubt,  would,  laid  the  earl,  have  been  inconfiderable.  It  was  remarkable, 
that  the  noble  fecretary  fliould  fuppofe  mere  barbarians,  whom  he  reprefented 
as  incapable  of  comprehending  the  meaning  of  Catholic  emancipation  or  par- 
liamentary reform,  to  be  fully  competent  to  the  admiffion  of  ideas  refpebting 
the  principles  and  forms  of  government,  and  the  fovereignty  of  the  people. 
Of  that  fovereignty  his  lordlhip  obferved,  that  it  did  not,  as  fome  had  igno- 
rantly or  invidioufly  aflerted,  imply  the  authority  or  the  power  of  the  mob.. 
The  mifconftrublion  of  the  phrafe  had  produced  much  inifchief  in  that  coun- 
try, by  aiding  the  views  of  certain  zealots,  who,  from  the  moft  malignant 
motives,  confounded  the  maintenance  of  conltitutional  dobtrines  with  th& 
fupport  of  Jacobinical  tenets.  The  principle,  properly  underftood,  was  oppofed 
to  the  odious  doblrine  of  divine  indefeafible  right.  It  was  not  plebeian  but 

national 


936 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


national  fovereignty;  the  rights  of  the  people,  not  of  the  populace  were  the 
bafis  of  the  Englhh  conflitution. 

Lord  Holland,  though  he  did  not  confider  the  adjuftment  of  1782  as  a bar 
to  a new  agreement,  difapproved  the  propofal  of  an  Union  at  a time  when  it 
excited  hrong  difguft  in  that  kingdom.  The  policy  of  the  meafure,  at  any 
time,  might  be  doubtful;  the  experiment  would  be  hazardous,  and  the  con- 
fequences  might  be  highly  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of  both  countries. 

Lord  Mulgrave  thought  it  highly  expedient  to  examine  the  propofitions^, 
and  record  them  as  the  deliberate  offers  of  this  country,  which  would  induce 
the  Irifli  parliament  to  confider  the  fubjedl  with  coolnefs  and  complacency, 
uillead  of  viewing  it  with  prejudice. 

The  Earl  of  Carlifle  faid,  the  difcuffioii  was  expedient  and  feafonable.  A 
knowledge  of  the  terms  might  allay  the  ferment  of  the  Irifh  nation ; the  in- 
fmuation  of  force  was  difclaimed  by  the  chief  members  of  the  cabinet ; and 
there  was  no  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  they  would  ever  have  recouiTe  to  it. 

The  Earl  of  Wellmorland  was  induced,  by  fome  recent  parliamentary 
eleftions  in  Ireland,  to  believe  that  many  of  the  opponents  of  the  Union  had 
begun  to  think  favorably  of  it,  and  that  there  was  a chance  of  obtaining  at 
leaft  a patient  hearing  of  the  terms,  which,  he  trufted,  would  recommend  them- 
felves  by  their  beneficial  tendency. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  admitted,  that  though  he  deemed  the  adjuftment  in 
1782,  a fufficient  remedy,  at  the  time,  for  the  grievances  of  Ireland,  he  did 
not  regard  it  as  fuperfeding  a legiflative  incorporation  or  any  other  meafure, 
which  might  be  devifed  by  the  lame  or  by  fubfequent  minillers. 

The  houfe  agreed  to  the  refolutions  without  a divifion ; and  a day  was  fixed 
for  propofmg  an  addrefs  on  the  fubjedt. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Grenville  had  moved,  that  an  addrefs  lliould  be  prefented 
to  his  majefty  with  the  refolutions,  Lord  Auckland  rofe  to  difcufs  the  fubje6l 
at  large.  As  many  of  the  fonner  arguments  were  ufcd,  by  different  members 
who  fpoke  in  the  fubfequent  debates  upon  the  Union,  the  report  only  of  what 
appears  neNV,  will  be  given.  He  obferved,  that,  even  if  Ireland  had  a com- 
plete equality  with  Britain  in  extent,  opulence  and  ftrength,  yet  the  exiftence 
of  feparate  and  independent  legiflatures,  with  one  executive  power,  would  ren- 
der an  union  defirable,  rather  than  degrading  or  detrimental  to  either.  Im- 
mediately previous  to  the  attainment  of  a fuppofed  freedom  of  conftitution 
and  trade  in  1178*2,  that  kingdom  was  fubordrnate  to  this  realm  both  in  le- 
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giflation  and  judicature : it  had  no  more  than  the  name  of  the  Britifli  con- 
ftitution,  the  femblance  and  mockery  of  a free  government  Even  after  the 
Irilli  freedom,  as  it  was  called,  had  taken  place,  their  government  was  ftill 
founded  in  the  pretenfions  of  a fmall  part  of  the  community  to  a monopoly  of 
the  reprefentation,  patronage,  and  refources  of  the  whole,  and  could  not 
therefore  contribute  to  the  profperity,  tranquillity,  or  fafety  of  the  nation. 

The  remaining  part  of  his  lordlhip’s  fpeech  chiefly  related  to  the  commer- 
cial advantages,  M'hich  would  flow  to  Ireland  from  the  Union. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  capitals  and  commercial  credit  fliould  be 
transferred  to  a country  flruggling  under  an  anomalous,  incompetent,  and 
difturbed  government,  and  maintaining  a claim  of  right  to  adopt  at  any  time 
adverfe  connexions  and  interefts?  Nothing  lefs  than  Union  could  fatisfy 
thefe  queftions.  They  could  not  reft  on  the  flimfy  and  undefined  proteftation 
fo  often  repeated,  and  fo  imperfedlly  realifed,  that,  “ the  afte6lions  of  Ireland 
“ were  inalienable,  and  that  both  kingdoms  fliould  ftand  and  fall  together.” 
Let  the  Union  take  place,  and  all  commercial  diftindlions  and  political  jea- 
loufies  would  be  annihilated;  for  there  could  be  no  competition  between  two 
parts  of  the  fame  kingdom,  having  incorporated  interefts  directed  by  one  le- 
giflature. 

The  Bifliop  of  Llandaff,  had  fo  long  ago  as  the  year  1783,  intimated  his 
opinion  to  the  late  Duke  of  Rutland,  that  he  and  his  friend  the  minifter 
would  gain  immortal  honor,  if,  inftead  of  the  propofitions  which  were  then 
under  difcuflion,  they  could  accomplifli,  by  honorable  means  and  upon  equi- 
table terms,  an  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms;  but  his  grace  had  anfwered,  that 
the  man  who  fliould  venture  to  bring  forward  a fchenie  of  fuch  a nature  at  that 
time  M'ould  have  been  tarred  and  feathered.  Whether  the  repugnance  to  the 
nieafure  were  then  general,  or  were  confined  to  the  leading  men  of  the  country, 
the  prelate  did  not  know  ; but  was  fully  convinced  of  the  policy  and  utility  of 
the  fchenie  at  any  time.  It  would  enrich  Ireland,  and  would  not  impoverifli 
Great  Britain.  The  confolidation  of  Ireland  with  this  country  would  render 
it  the  ftrongeft  empire  in  Europe.  If  the  lands  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
fliould  be  well  cultivated,  as  in  the  event  of  an  Union  they  probably  would  be, 
'they  would  maintain  a population  of  thirty  millions,  fix  millions  of  which 
number  would  be  capable  of  bearing  arms;  and  this  population,  in  cafe  of 
neceffity,  might  afford  one  million  to  be  in  arms,  without  diftreffing  agri- 
culture, manufactures,  or  commerce.  Then  we  might  with  fafety  defpife  the 
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politics  of  the  continent,  and  without  contributing  our  forces  or  our  wealth, 
allow  the  princes  of  Europe  to  fettle  among  themfelves  the  equilibrium  of 
defpotic  power,  while,  confcious  of  the  bleffings  of  liberty,  we  mufi;  lament 
that  defpotifm  thould  exift  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

With  regard  to  the  Catholics,  fome  contended,  that,  as  they  formed  the 
moft  numerous  clafs  of  the  community,  they  had  a right  to  fome  kind  of  ec- 
clefiaftical  eftablilhment,  and  to  an  exemption  from  political  difabilities.  This 
point  was  rendered  difficult  by  the  diftribution  of  property,  which  was  in  the 
hands  of  a fmall  minority,  who  would  have  no  intereft  in,  and  would  derive 
no  benefit  from  fuch  eftablifliment.  The  point  was  of  great  delicacy  and 
importance;  but,  the  fooner  it  fliould  be  agitated,  the  better.  In  the  mean 
time  he  would  recommend  to  both  parties  the  advice  given  by  a father  of  the 
church  on  another  occafion,  that  both  ffiould  give  up  little  things  in  order  to 
fecure  great  ones,  tranquillity  and  peace. 

The  link  which  now  held  the  two  countries  together  was  very  imperfect;  it 
was  the  famenefs  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legiflature  in  both.  This  link, 
by  what  had  been  forefeen,  and  what  was  unforefeen,  might  be  endangered, 
and  the  interefts  of  Ireland  might  be  expofed  to  hazard ; but,  when  three  parts 
of  the  legiflature  of  Ireland  fhould  be  incorporated  with  the  legiflature  of  this 
country,  the  failure  of  the  link  would  be  impoffible,  except  in  an  event  dread- 
ful even  to  contemplate,  the  abfolute  defl:ru6lion  of  the  whole  government  and 
conffitution. 

In  urging  the  neceffity  of  clofe  connexion,  he  affirmed,  that  Ireland,  as  a 
ffioot  from  the  ftem  of  Great  Britain,  had  brought  forth  fruit ; but  that,  as  a 
feparate  plant,  it  would  neither  ftrike  its  roots  downward,  nor  fpread  its  bran- 
ches above;  it  would  bear  no  fruit  for  at  leafl:  an  hundred  years.  It  muft 
either  be  fliaded  by  the  Britifli  oak,  or  it  muft  be  poifoned  by  the  peftilential 
vapor  of  the  tree  of  French  liberty — that  tree  which  had  brought  forth  no 
fruit  but  the  apples  of  Sodom.  That  great  ftates  fliould  allow  the  fmaller  to 
enjoy  their  independence  unmolefted;  was  more  to  be  wiflied  than  expected. 
Ireland  could  not  ftand  alone.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe  flie  muft  be 
united  either  to  England  or  to  France. 

Fully  convinced  of  the  beneficial  tendency  of  an  Union,  he  looked  forward 
with  fatisfa6lion  to  the  change,  which  it  would  produce  in  Ireland.  Englifli 
capital  would  feek  employment  in  Ireland,  and  diflfufe  improvement  and 
’vi^alth.  The  bogs  would  be  converted  into  fields  covered  with  fmiling  har- 
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vefts;  the  barren  mountains  would  be  covered  vath  cattle;  mines  would  be 
wrought,  and  canals  would  unite  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  country  ; the 
old  fources  of  wealth  would  be  extended ; new  ones  would  be  difcovered ; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  now  poor,  idle,  and  difcontented,  would  be 
rendered  rich,  induftrious,  and  happy.  This  change  muft  be  the  work  of  time  ; 
and  pofterity  would  blefs  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  of  the  parliaments  of  tv  o 
countries,  which  effefted  fo  great  a plan,  and,  generoufly  fuperior  to  partial 
views  and  felfi/li  confiderations,  coalefced  into  one  for  mutual  interefn 

Union  was  a contradl  that  ought  to  be  founded  upon  free  confent,  arifing 
from  a perfuafion  of  utility.  He  was  afraid  that  Ireland  v'as  not  yet  perfuaded 
of  the  advantages,  which  the  might  derive  from  it,  and  that  tlie  had  not  taken 
that  comprehenfive  view  of  the  fubjeft,  which  would  be  quickly  followed  by 
her  full  confent.  In  fuch  a cafe  this  nation  and  the  parliament  of  this  country 
ought  to  thew  that  they  were  not  actuated  by  any  narrow  and  felfitli  views, 
and  that  they  difdained  to  employ  any  corrupt  influence  for  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  that  concurrence,  which  ought  to  be  the  refult  of  convi6tion.  At 
the  fame  time,  they  ought  to  deprecate  all  oppofition  arifmg  from  partial 
views,  local  interefts,  felfilh  confiderations,  or  what,  with  liberal  minds,  might 
have  weight  no  lefs  powerful,  the  love  of  popular  applaufe:  they  ought  to 
fliew,  that  they  refpected  the  independence  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  and,  that 
they  were  ready  to  acquiefce  in  that  decifion,  which,  after  due  deliberation, 
it  fliould  embrace.  Such  alone  was  the  courfe  fuited  to  the  high  character 
of  the  Britifli  nation;  and  fuch,  indeed,  vas  the  courfe  which  the  legiflature 
liad  avowed  its  determination  to  follow.  This  proceeding  alone  was  confo- 
nant  with  eternal  juftice  and  with  the  dignity  of  the  country,  fitted  to  con- 
ciliate the  aftections  of  the  Irifli,  a high-fpirited  but  warm-hearted  people. 

In  the  prefent  conteft,  he  faid,  all  our  firmnefs  and  energy  were  required,  " 
France  was  fupported  in  every  country  but  her  own,  no  lefs  by  the  fword  than 
by  her  peftilent  do61rlnes,  and  by  the  corrupt  ambition  of  thedcfperate.  Ar- 
med with  thefe  inftruments  of  deftru6tion,  flie  went  on,  fp reading  defolation 
where-ev'er  the  appeared,  crufliing  in  the  duft  equally  all  civil  government  and 
all  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliment.  When  he  contemplated  this  hideous  monfter 
at  a diftance,  it  was  with  horror;  near,  he  viewed  it  with  anxiety,  but  with- 
out defpondence,  trufting,  that  under  the  protection  of  Providence,  this 
country  would  be  able  to  meet  the  danger.  No  human  means,  he  was  con- 
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vinced,  could  contribute  more  to  this  end  than  a liberal,  free,  and  equitable 
legiflative  Union  between  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Lord  Minto  made  a long,  argumentative,  and  elaborate  fpeecli  in  favor  of 
Union, 

The  two  countries  feemed  to  him  to  approach  each  other  by  an  irrefiftible 
attra6lion,  by  a fpecies  of  political  gravitation;  no  human  obftrudlion,  he 
thought,  would  long  avail  to  keep  them  afunder;  and,  when  they  tliould  once 
be  in  contadl,  another  law  of  nature,  a principle  of  adhefion  and  tenacity, 
would  hold  them  together,  and  eternally  cement  and  confolidate  their  Union. 
But,  though  the  event  thus  feemed  to  be  predeffmed,  the  beft  means  of  ac- 
celerating it  ought  not  to  be  negledled. 

For  the  illuftration  of  his  ai  gument,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  inconveniences 
and  evils  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  heptarchy  which  led  to  the  eftablifliment  of  the 
Englifli  monarchy;  and  the  falutary  efte6ts  of  the  change  appeared  in  the  ul- 
timate prefervation  of  the  kingdom  from  Danifli  conqueft,  by  which  the 
divided  Rates  would  otherwife  hav'e  been  entlaved. 

He  acknowledged  tbe  loyalty,  prudence,  honor,  and  fpirit,  of  a great  part 
of  the  Hibernian  nation,  while  he  lamented  that  thefe  qualities  had  not  been 
able  to  prevent  an  extenfive  confpiracy  for  the  avoAved  purpofe  of  feparation. 
As  this  object  bad  occafioned  a civil  war,  the  evils  of  imperfect  connexion  were 
at  their  height;  and  the  tAvo  governments  were  called  upon,  by  the  great 
danger  of  their  countries,  to  fnatch  the  people  from  the  precipice,  on  Avhich 
they  Rood,  and  condu6t  them  into  that  path,  Avliich  had  led  the  Wellh  and 
Scots  to  “ more  than  fafety,”  to  dignity,  profperity,  and  happinefs. 

Referring  to  the  pra6tical  inducements  which  might  recommend  a legifla- 
tive Union,  his  lordfliip  divided  into  pofitive  and  negatiAT  the  advantages 
derivable  from  it  to  Great  Britain.  To  the  former  clafs,  he  faid,  belonged  the 
real  and  efiedtive  force,  Avhich  Avould  accrue  from  it,  in  a naval  and  military 
vicAv;  and,  in  ufmg  the  latter  term,  he  chiefly  alluded  to  the  adA'antage  of 
av'oiding,  in  times  of  conteRand  of  Avar,  thofe  embarralfments  and  diRradlions 
AAliich  rendered  Ireland,  inRead  of  a refource,  “ only  a dead  Aveight  hung 
“ round  the  neck  of  Britifli  exertion.”  He  did  not  fay  that  Ireland  AV'ould 
ineAltably  be  loR  Avithout  an  Union;  but  he  feared  that  Ave  fliould  baA^e  no 
fecurity  for  her  preferA’ation,  if  the  bonds  of  connexion  fliould  not  fpeedily  be 
draAvn  much  clofer.  With  Rich  apprehenfions  he  deemed  it  not  unfeafonable 
to  contemplate  the  confequences  of  a total  feparation  of  Ireland  from  Britain, 
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and  of  the  probable  attendant  on  fuch  a rupture,  the  alliance  of  the  former 
ftate  with  the  French.  As  an  Irifli  deniocratical  republic,  or  rather  anarchy, 
would  be  the  firft  refult  of  the  feparation,  we  fliould  immediately  feel  the  dif- 
Afirous  effects  of  fuch  a change.  Thofe  who  ought  to  be  our  friends  would 
then  be  our  enemies;  our  weftern  coafts  would  be  greatly  endangered  ; our 
trade  would  be  injured  ; and  a variety  of  evils  would  follow,  all  of  which,  if 
the  French  Ihould  become  abfolute  mafters  of  the  new  republic,  would  be 
alarmingly  aggravated. 

He  then  enumerated  fome  of  the  confequences,  which  would  refult  to  Ire- 
land from  the  feparation.  As  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  the  nation  would 
be  unanimous  in  rejedfing  Rritilh  connexion  for  the  purpofe  of  fraternifmg 
with  the  French,  the  event,  he  faid,  would  not  take  place  before  one  party, 
now  the  ftrongeft,  Ihould  have  been  fiibdiied.  But  fubmiflion  to  force  would 
not  change  the  mind ; and  the  republican  rulers  of  Ireland  would  find,  that 
the  Britilh  troops,  when  employed  in  the  refcue  of  that  country  from  the 
Gallic  yoke,  would  be  feconded  by  a great  portion  of  the  inhabitants. 
Hence  would  arife  the  complicated  miferies  of  foreign  and  internal  war.  The 
charges  of  fuch  a contefl  would  fall  with  opprefiive  weight  on  a people  hitherto 
protected  in  a great  meafure  by  Britain;  and  the  infulated  trade  and  wealth 
of  Ireland  would  not  furnifli  a fufficiency  of  men  or  of  money  for  fuch  im- 
portunate demands. 

He  would  not  detain  their  lordlhips  by  defcribing  the  extent  or  the  vio- 
lence of  thofe  paflions,  which  now  inflamed  and  exafperated  both  parts  of  the 
Irifli  nation  againft  each  other.  Every  one  knew  the  firm  and  immoveable 
bafis,  on  which  their  mutual  hatred  flood,  the  irreconcileable  nature  of  its 
motives,  its  bitter,  malignant,  and  implacable  charader.  In  this  frame  and 
temper  of  mind,  however,  towards  each  other,  one  of  thofe  portions  of 
Ireland  claimed  and  exercifed  what  was  felt  by  both  to  be  a fpecies  of  domi- 
nion over  the  other.  It  was  hardly  too  much  to  fay,  that  there  were  two 
nations  in  Ireland  ; the  one  fovercign,  the  other  fubjed.  The  fovereign  clafs 
.or  caft  of  Iriflnnen  claimed  their  fovereignty  as  of  right,  and  grounded  it  on 
an  old  title  of  conqueft,  confirmed,  as  they  contended  by  pofleffion,  acqui- 
.efcencc,  and  prefeription.  They  claimed  alfo  the  federal  fupport  of  Great 
Britain  in  maintaining  that  dominion,  on  the  folemn  grounds  of  .fidelity  to 
implied  compad,  compenfation  for  facrifices,  and  reward  for  fervices.  They 
fliew’ed  a clofe  alliance  and  identity  of  views  between  themfelves  and  the 
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Englifli  intereft  in  Ireland  at  all  times ; and  they  relied  as  drongly  on  recent 
and  even  on  prefent  exertions  in  a common  caufe,  as  on  the  uniform  tenor 
of  their  ancient  fervices.  In  a word,  they  called  at  once  upon  the  honor 
and  gratitude  of  Great  Britain,  and  fupported  that  appeal  by  a ftream  and 
feries  of  fafts.  But  he  never  could  admit  the  afcendency  of  one  part  of  a 
nation  over  another  part  of  the  fame  nation,  to  the  extent  and  to  the  purpofe 
claimed  in  Ireland,  as  capable  of  alfuming  any  chara6ter  deferving  the  deno- 
mination of  right.  That  which  was  wrong  on  one  fide  could  never  become 
a right  on  the  other.  Neither  polfeffion,  nor  prefcription,  nor  any  limitation  of 
time  which  are  fuppofed  to  cure  the  vices  of  bad  titles,  were  at  all  applicable  to 
the  cafe  of  perpetually  fubfifting,  and,  as  it  were,  renovating  wrongs,  efpecially 
fuch  as  affeHed  the  political  rights  of  great  numbers  of  men.  If  poffeffion 
then  would  not  conftitute  this  fmgular  right,  which  is  claimed  in  wrong,  as  be- 
tween the  parties  themfelves,  neither  could  it  be  improved  by  the  interefts,  the 
engagements,  or  the  obligations  of  a third  party;  he  could  not  fee  how  the 
jus  tertii,  as  it  might  be  called,  of  England,  could  affeft  the  relativ'e  claims  of 
thefe  tv^o  Irifli  nations,  or  of  thefe  two  parts  of  the  Irifli  nation.  The  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  claimed  not  only  political  equality  in  the  government  of 
their  country,  a claim  in  which  his  lordfliip  fympathized  with  them ; but 
they  were  thought  to  entertain,  and  to  nourifli  yet  more  fondly  and  anxioufly, 
claims  on  the  property  of  proteftants,  the  prefent  polletfion  of  which  they 
treated  as  mere  ufurpation;  and  thefe  claims  were  of  no  trifling  extent.  If  to 
the  phyfical  force  already  poffeffed  hy  the  Catholic  body,  were  added  (by  any 
revolution)  the  advantages  of  political  power,  and  the  v^eight  and  influence 
which  belonged  to  the  authority  of  government  and  legiflation,  fome  danger 
might  accrue  to  the  property,  the  eftablifliment,  and  even  the  perfonal  fecurity 
of  the  proteflants  in  Ireland ; and,  hence  arofe  an  alarming  dilemma.  The  pro- 
teflants  could  not  be  fupported  in  that  afcendancy  which  feemed  neceffary 
even  for  their  protedfion,  without  derogating  from  what  might  appear  to  be  a 
natural  right  of  the  Catholics.  The  Catholics  could  not  be  fupported  in  their 
claim  of  equality,  without  transferring  to  them  that  afcendancy,  which  equa- 
lity of  rights  mufl  draw  to  the  larger  body,  and  which  from  that  moment 
mull  expofe  the  Proteftants  to  dangers  from  which  they  ought  to  be  protect- 
ed. Such  feemed  to  be  the  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  abftraCtjuftice, 
while  the  government  of  Ireland  continued  merely  local.  An  Irifli  parlia- 
ment 
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ment,  in  which  the  afcendancy  was  either  Proteftant  or  Catholic  (and  it  could 
not  but  lie  on  one  fide  or  the  other),  might  be  expeded  ftill,  he  feared  to 
gore  and  lacerate  the  country,  by  one  or  other  of  the  horns  of  that  dilemma ; 
and  he  faw  no  perfe6l  remedy  for  Irilli  divifion,  and  its  lamentable  confe- 
quences,  while  thefe  two  enraged  and  implacable  opponents  were  ftill  Ihut 
up  together,  and  ftill  enclofed  within  the  very  theatre,  on  the  very  arena  of 
their  ancient  and  furious  contention.  That  divided  and  double  condition  of 
the  Irifh  people  required  fomething  of  an  imperial  aula^  a legiflature  found- 
ed on  a broader  and  more  liberal  bafis,  to  adminifter  impartial  laws  to  all,  and 
to  reconcile  fecurity  with  juftice.  While  one  of  thefe  parties  muft  judge  the 
other,  in  which  ever  hand  the  fafces  might  be  placed,  there  was  reafon  to  ex- 
pe6l  only  violence  in  the  fuit,  and,  if  not  injufdce,  at  leaft  flow  and  imper- 
fe61;  juftice  in  the  decree.  A ftrong  conviction  arofe  out  of  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  that  the  united  parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  would,  in  the 
peculiar  circumftances  of  Ireland,  conftitute  a better  legiflature,  and  a more 
perfe6t  becaufe  a more  impartial  parliament  for  all  Ireland,  than  any  repre- 
fentation  of  a minor  part  or  fe6lion  of  that  country,  in  a feparate  local  par- 
liament, ever  could.  Laws  therefore  beneficial  to  the  mafs  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  promoting  its  general  profperity  and  happinefs,  muft  be  expelled  with 
greater  confidence  from  the  united  parliament,  in  which  local  partialities,  in- 
terefts,  and  paffions,  would  not  divert  the  ftraightand  equal  current  of  legif- 
lation,  than  from  an  Irifh  parliament,  where  thefe  ftumbling-blocks  muft  for‘ 
ever  bend  or  impede  its  courfe.  In  the  united  parliament  right  may  be  done 
unaccompanied  by  wrong.  Irifli  Catholics  might  be  invefted  with  their  po- 
litical capacities,  without  the  flighteft  danger,  to  Proteftant  eftablifliment- or 
property.  Thefe,  on  the  contrary,  muft  acquire  a tenfold  and  hundredfold 
fecurity  in  the  Proteftant  parliament,  and  the  genuine  'Proteftant  afcendancy 
of  the  united  kingdom.  The  Proteftant  church  and  property  might  be  fe- 
cured,  Muthout  perpetuating  the  prefent  humiliating  and  degrading  exclufiou) 
of  the  Catholic  part  of  the  Irifli  nation. 

For  thefe  reafons,  he  advifed  the  infertion  of  an  explicit  article  in  the  • 
treaty  or  a6l  of  Uhion,  providing  for  the  juft  claims  of  the  Catholic  Irifli ; 
but  he  was  not  ftrenuous  or  decifive  in  his  recommendation ; for  he  added, 
that,  “ if  any  political  peculiarities  of  the  prefent  time  fliould  render  it  im- 
“ practicable  to  engrofs  thefe  wholefome  provifions  in  the  written  treaty  it 
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“ felf,”*  he  would  rather  reprefs  his  wiflies  for  the  immediate  accomplifli- 
ment  of  this  defirable  end,  than  “ expofe  this  great  tranfa6lion  to  needlefs 

“ and 

* It  appears  that  the  Britifh  minifters,  in  order  to  avoid  any  freflr  difficulties  or  delays  being 
thrown  into  the  negociation  for  Union,  refolved  not  to  introduce  any  ftipulation  for  the  Catliolics, 
referving  that  meafure  to  be  brought  before  the  imperial  parliament,  from  whofe  juftice  and  libe- 
rality they  confidently  expedted  concurrence  and  fupport.  That  the  Britiffi  miniflers  were  fincere  in 
their  intentions  of  bringing  forward  and  confident  in  their  expedlations  of  carrying  the  queftion  of 
Catholic  emancipation  in  an  imperial  parliament,  is  manifeft  from  certain  written  communications 
made  by  them  to  fome  of  the  leading  perfons  of  the  Catholic  body  about  the  time  of  their  retiring 
from  office,  which  were  to  the  following  efieft. 

“ The  leading  part  of  his  majefty’s  minifters  finding  unfurraoun table  obftacles  to  the  bringing 
forward  meafures  of  conceffion  to  the  Catholic  body,  whilft  in  office,  have  felt  it  impoflible  to 
" continue  in  adminiftration  under  tlie  inability  to  propofe  it  with  the  circumftances  neceflary  to 
carrying  the  meafure  w'ith  all  its  advantages,  and  they  have  retired  from  his  majefty’s  fervice, 
confidering  this  line  of  condudt  as  moft  likely  to  contribute  to  its  ultimate  fuccefs.  The  Catho- 
“ lie  body  will,  therefore,  fee  how  much  their  future  hopes  muft  depend  upon  flrengthening  their 
“ caufe  by  good  conduct  in  the  mean  tinie  ; they  will  prudently  confider  their  profpe6ts  as  arifing 
" from  the  perfons  who  now  efpoufe  their  interefts,  and  compare  them  with  thofe,  which  they  could 
look  to  from  any  other  quarter}  they  may  w’ith  confidence  rely  on  the  zealous  fupport  of  all 
thofe  who  retire  and  of  many,  who  remain  in  office,  when  it  can  be  given  with  a profpeft  of  fuc- 
“ cefs.  They  may  be  aflured  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  do  his  utmoft  to  eftabliffi  their  caufe  in  the  public 
“ favor,  and  prepare  the  way  for  their  finally  attaining  their  objeifts:  and  the  Catholics  will  feel 
that  as  Mr.  Pitt  could  not  concur  in  a hopelefs  attempt  to  force  it  now,  that  he  muft  at  all  times 
“ reprefs  with  the  fame  decifion  as  if  he  held  an  adverfe  opinion,  any  unconftitutional  conduft  in 
" the  Catholic  body. 

“ Under  thefe  circumftances  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  Catholics  will  take  the  moft  loyal, 
" dutiful,  and  patient  line  of  conduft,  that  they  will  not  fuflfer  themfelves  to  be  led  into  meafures 
“ which  can,  by  any  conftrudtion,  give  a handle  to  the  oppofers  of  their  wiflies,  either  to  mifin- 
“ terpret  their  principles  or  to  raife  an  argument  for  refilling  their  claims}  but  that  by  their  pru- 
" dent  and  exemplary  demeanour  they  will  afford  additional  giounds  to  the  growing  number  of 
" their  advocates  to  enforce  ffieir  claims  on  proper  occafions,  until  their  objects  can  be  finally  and 
advantageoufly  attained. 

“ The  Sentiments  of  a fincerc  Friend  (i.  e.  Marquis  Cornuallis)  to  the  Catholic  Claims. 

“ If  the  Catholics  Ihould  now  proceed  to  violence,  or  entertain  any  ideas  of  gaining  their  ob- 
" je6t  by  convulfive  meafures,  or  forming  affociations  with  men  of  Jacobinical  principles,  they 
“ muft  of  courfe  lofe  the  fupport  and  aid  of  thofe,  who  have  facrificed  their  own  fituations  in  their 
“ caufe,  but  who  would  at  the  fame  time  feel  it  to  be  their  indifpenfable  duty  to  oppofe  every  thing 
“ tending  to  confufion. 

“ On  the  other  hand,  Ihould  the  Catholics  be  fenfible  of  the  benefit  they  poftefs  by  having  fo 
“ miany  charafters  of  eminence  pledged  not  to  embark  in  the  fervice  of  government,  except  on 
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‘‘  and  unprofitable  hazard  by  unfeafonable  pertinacity  or  impatience,”  and 
would  be  content  to  leave  it  to  the  mature  deliberation  and  impartial  judge- 
ment of  the  imperial  legiflature. 

The  Scots  were  foon  reconciled  to  the  Union  of  their  kingdom  Avith  South 
Britain,  and  their  patriotic  feelings  expanded  to  the  whole  conipafs  of  the 
ifland ; and  they  did  not  confider  theinfelves  as  degraded  by  their  political 
amalgamation  with  the  other  natives  of  Britain. 

If  a feparate  political  exiftence  be  contrary,  nay  fatal,  to  the  real  interefis 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  if  a pei'fe6l  incorporation  and  union  with  the 
Britifii  empire  muft  be  produdlive  of  fecurity,  aggrandifement,  and  hap- 
pinefs  to  Ireland,  fuch  an  Union  lliould,  on  that  fingle  but  decifive  ground 
of  great  and  permanent  utility,  be  the  fiiTt  and  fondeft  wifii  of  every  Irifii 
heart.  If  the  Irifii  rejedled  the  offers  of  Britain,  according  to  every  moral 
probability,  the  alternative  would  be  union  or  feparation;  union  or  ruin; 
union  with  Great  Britain,  or  fiavery  to  France.  If  the  propofal  lliould 
not  be  accepted,  Ireland  would  not  probably  long  remain  as  fiie  then  was;  her 
diftindlions,  her  dignity,  her  independence,  would  expire;  her  political  ex- 
tindlion  would  be  accomplifhed ; fiie  would  become  fubjedl  to  the  degrading 
yoke  of  the  general  tyrant  and  tafk-mafter  of  Europe. 

Viewing  Ireland  as  a feparate  kingdom,  it  was  impoffible  to  difannex  from 
it  the  idea  of  its  a6lual  and  neceffary  dependence,  fubordination,  and  inferi- 
ority to  Great  Britain.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  was,  in  virtue  of  that 
crown,  king  alfo  of  Ireland  ; and  the  whole  executive  government  of  the 
latter  realm  was  atlminiftered  by  a viceroy,  who  was  appointed  in  effeft  by  a 
Britifii  minifter,  and  refponfible  only  to  the  Britifii  tribunals.  To  thefe  in- 
ftances  of  fubordination  it  might  be  added,  that  the  Icgiflative  fun6tions  of 

" the  terms  of  the  Catholic  privileges  being  obtained,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  on  balancing  the  ad- 
" vantages  and  difadvantages  of  their  htuation  they  would  prefer  a quiet  and  peaceable  demeanour 
“ to  any  line  of  conduft  of  an  oppofite  defcription. 

“ The  originals  of  thefe  two  declarations  were  handed  to  Dr.  Troy  and  afteiAvards  to  Lord 
“ Fingall  on  the  fame  day,  by  Marquis  Cornwallis,  in  the  prefence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Little- 

hales,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  18OI,  Ihortly  before  his  departure  from  the  government  of 
" Ireland,  and  before  the  arrival  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  his  fucceflbr.  His  excellency  delired  they 
" Ihould  be  difcreetly  communicated  to  the  bifliops  and  principal  Catholics,  but  not  inferted  in  the 
“ newfpapers.  They  appeared,  nevfrthelefs,  in  the  Englilli  prints  fooii  afterwards,  and  were 
“ copied  into  the  Irilb  papers. 

VoL.  II. 
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tlie  fovereign  of  Ireland  could  be  performed  only  under  the  great  feal  of 
Britain.  Thus  the  Irilh  parliament  was  left  dependent  for  the  validity  of 
every  one  of  its  legiflative  ads,  firft  on  the  chancellor  of  England,  and, 
through  his  refponfibility,  on  that  very  parliament  of  England,  an  equal  par- 
ticipation in  the  authority  of  which  it  had  been  lately  contended  was  degrad- 
ing to  Ireland.  Another  circumftance  denoting  inferiority  was  the  follow- 
ing : “ Ireland  muft  take  her  part  in  all  the  wars  of  Great  Britain  : fire  muft 
“ bear  her  fhare  of  their  burthens,  and  muft  incur  all  their  hazards  : ftie  may 
“ lofe  a province,  or  may  become  herfelf  a province  of  the  enemy ; yet  flie 
“ cannot,  by  the  utmoft  fuccefs  of  the  v^ar,  acquire  an  acre  of  new  terri- 
“ tory  to  the  Iriflr  dominion.  Every  acquifition  made  by  the  forces  of  the 
“ empire,  however  great  her  ftiare  may  have  been  in  the  danger  or  exertion, 

“ accrues  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  Ireland  claimed  no  fovereignty  in 

any  one  of  the  foreign  poffeflions  or  provinces  of  the  Britifli  empire.”  The 
Iritli  parliament  had  never  afterted  or  conceived  the  right  of  legiflating  for 
any  of  the  conquefts  of  the  king  of  England,  that  is  to  fay,  of  .the  king  of 
Ireland.  Ireland  had  planted  no  Irifti  colonies,  but  had  furniflied  planters  to 
all  thofe  of  Great  Britain.  He  defined  or  at  leaft  defcribed  an  independent 
fovereignty  to  be  a ftate,  which  could  make  war  and  peace,  which  could  ac-  ’ 
quire  dominion  by  conqueft,  and  which  could  plant  colonies  and  efiablifii 
foreign  fettlements  ? And  he  defcribed  a fubordinate  and  dependent  country 
to  be  one,  which  muft  contribute  its  quota  to  all  the  wars  of  a neighbouring 
kingdom,  muft  incur  all  the  rifques  of  thofe  wars,  and  partake  in  all  their 
difafters,  while  all  that  was  acquired  by  its  fuccefs  fell,  like  the  lion’s  fiiare, 
to  that  country,  with  which  it  claimed  to  be  co-ordinate  and  co-equal. 

Ireland,  in  various  inftances,  had  a very  fmall  firare  of  the  dignity  of  in- 
dependence. But,  Union  would  place  the  two  countries  on  a footing  of 
perfedt  equality,  would  necelfarily  improve  the  independence  and  dignity  of 
the  inferior,  which,  no  longer  fubordinate,  would  then  fully  participate  in 
all  the  rights  of  fovereignty.  As  to  the  competency  of  parliament  to  adopt 
the  plan,  he  obferved,  that  the  ftrong  and  emphatic  title  of  omnipotence  of 
parliament,  was  not  merely  a bold  figure  ufed  by  fome  writers  on  our  govern- 
ment, but  feemed  to  be  literally  and  corre6tly  defcriptive  of  parliamentary 
fupremacy,  and  of  the  unlimited  fovereignty  of  the  Britilh  legifiature. 

Other  topics  would  have  been  difcufled  by  Lord  iMinto,  if  he  had  not  been 
confcious  of  prolixity  in  the  inveftigation  of  former  points.  Having  ex- 
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prefled  his  gi’atitude  for  the  attention  of  the  peers  to  his  arguments  in  fup- 
port  of  the  expediency  of  the  meafure  and  of  the  competency  of  parliament 
to  its  execution,  he  concluded  witli  praying  for  its  fpeedy  accomplilhment. 

Lord  Boringdon  and  Lord  Hay  (Earl  of  Kinnoul  in  Scotland)  argued  on 
the  fame  fide.  No  one  indeed  fpoke  in  oppofition  to  the  Union,  though  a 
proteft  againft  it  were  /igned  by  the  Lords  Holland  and  King,  and  the  Earl 
of  Thanet. 

The  addrefs  being  voted,  a conference  was  holden  with  the  commons  on 
the  folloM'ing  day ; and  the  deputed  lords  then  propofed,  that  it  Ihould  be 
offered  to  the  throne  as  the  joint  addrefs  of  both  houfes. 

Before  the  commons  concurred  in  the  addrefs  to  the  king,  they  once  more 
brought  the  plan  of  Union  to  a frefli  difcuflion. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  when  Mr.  Pitt  moved  that  the  houfe  lliould  join  in 
the  addrefs  voted  by  the  peers,  ]\Ir.  Sylvefter  Douglas  (now  Lord  Glenbervie) 
delivered  a long  harangue  in  favor  of  the  Union. 

Lord  Sheffield  fpoke  alfo  on  the  fame  fide.  jMaking  various  commercial 
calculations  with  a view  of  promoting  its  fuccefs,  he  contended  that  an  in- 
fiifion  of  Britiffi  capital  and  induflry,  of  Britifh  arts  and  manufa6tures,  would 
meliorate  in  every  refpe6t  the  condition  of  Ireland,  but  that  without  an  Union 
fuch  a communication  could  not  be  expe6ted. 

Sir  Francis  Burdet  conceived  Mr.  Pitt  a very  unfit  minifter  to  bring  the 
meafure  to  a happy  conclufion ; all  his  efforts,  he  thought,  would  inflame 
rather  than  heal  the  wounds  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Buxton  vindicated  the  premier  from  the  cenfures  thrown  out  by  the 
Baronet.  The  miferies  and  calamities  of  Ireland  could  alone  be  imputed  to 
thofe  peftilential  focieties,  of  whofe  exiftence  Sir  Francis  could  not  be  ignorant. 

;Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  and  ]Major-General  Loftus  declared  themfelves 
friendly  to  an  Union,  though  the  former  were  doubtful  of  the  expediency 
of  introducing  a hundred  Irifli  members  into  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Lieutenant-General  Fitzpatrick  thought  it  unneceffary  to  vote  the  addrefs, 
as  an  appeal  to  the  crown  upon  the  difference  between  the  parliaments  would 
argue  a want  of  delicacy,  and  might  be  productive  of  a fatal  difcord  and 
divifion. 

Mr.  Canning  confidered  the  refufal  of  an  anfwer  to  a folemn  meffage  as  a 
novel  mode  of  Ihowing  refpeCl  to  the  crown,  and  did  not  regard  fuch  filence 
as  more  refpeCtful  to  the  Irilh  parliament.  He  afked,  how  the  valuable  right 
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of  impeacliiiient  could  be  exercifed  by  an  Irilli  parliament  againft  the  king’s 
niinilters  in  Great  Britain,  his  proper  and  conftitutional  advifers  in  the  affairs 
of  Ireland.  As  to  the  power  of  limiting  or  altering  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown, 
Ireland  was  deftitute  of  that  power  which  Britain  enjoyed ; and,  indeed,  the 
per fe6t  equality  and  independence,  wdiich  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  was 
now  faid  to  poflefs,  and  would  refign  in  the  event  of  an  Union,  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  to  exifl. 

He  took  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  Mr.  Pitt  from  the  charge  of  having 
kindled  the  rebellion,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  Ireland  more  completely 
under  his  yoke.  He  attributed  the  commotions  principally  to  the  influence 
of  Jacobinical  doctrines,  and  ridiculed  the  abfurdity  of  afcribing  them  to  the 
recall  of  the  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  or  to  the  machinations  and  the  conduct  of  the 
premier.  He  admitted,  that  no  union  but  that  of  affeftion  could  be  lading 
or  advantageous. 

After  fome  obfervations  in  favor  of  the  fettlement  of  1782,  from  Lord 
William  Ruffell,  and  renewed  obje6lions  to  its  finality  from  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
addrefs*  was  adopted  by  the  commons;  and,  on  the  26th,  the  fentiments  of 
both  houfes  on  the  fubje6l  were  communicated  in  due  form  to  his  majeffy. 

Whilft 

* Tlie  following  was  the  form  of  the  addrefs. 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

“ WE,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje£ls,  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
" temporal,  and  commons,  in  parliament  affembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  affure  your  majefty, 
“ that  we  have  proceeded  with  the  utmoft  attention  to  the  confideration  of  the  important  objc6ls 
" recommended  to  us  in  your  majefty’s  meflage  refpecting  the  connexion  between  this  country  and 

Ireland. 

“ We  entertain  a firm  perfuafion  that  a complete  and  entire  Union  between  Great  Britain  and 
” Ireland,  founded  on  equal  and  liberal  principles,  on  the  fimilarity  of  laws,  conftitution,  and  go- 
“ vernment,  and  on  a fenfe  of  mutual  interefts  and  affections,  by  promoting  the  fecurity,  wealth, 
“ and  commerce,  of  the  refpective  kingdoms,  and  by  allaying  the  diftractions  which  have  unhap- 
“ pily  prevailed  in  Ireland,  muft  afford  frefti  means  of  oppofing  at  all  times  an  effectual  refiftance 
” to  the  deftructive  projects  of  our  foreign  and  domeflic  enemies,  and  muft  tend  to  confirm  and 
“ augment  the  ftability,  power,  and  refources  of  the  empire. 

“ Impreffed  with  thefe  confiderations,  we  feel  it  our  duty  humbly  to  lay  before  your  majefty 
" fuch  propofitions  as  appear  to  us  belt  calculated  to  form  (he  bafis  of  fuch  a fettlement,  leaving  it 
“ to  your  majefty’s  wifdom,  at  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  manner  as  your  majefty,  in  your  parental  foli- 
“ citude  for  the  happinefs  of  your  people,  fhall  judge  fit,  to  communicate  thefe  propofitions  to  your 
“ parliament  of  Ireland,  with  whom  we  fliall  be  at  all  times  ready  to  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures  as 

“ may 
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Whilft  the  queftion  of  L^nion  was  pending  in  the  Britifli  fenate,  that  of 
Ireland  continued  to  occupy  itfelf  in  its  other  legillative  concerns.  Some 
very  long  and  interelling  debates  took  place  upon  Mr.  Dobbs’s  motion  for  a 
commutation  of  tithes;  upon  the  loyalift’s  claim  bill,  and  on  the  rebel  dif- 
qualification  hill.*  On  the  fecond  reading  of  which  on  the  29th  of  March, 
Sir  H.  Langriihe  exprefled  his  difapprobation  of  the  fpirit  of  the  bill,  which 
he  faid  had  been  brought  in  by  the  members  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  con- 
formity to  the  inftructions  of  their  conftituents  ; but,  as  he  did  not  profefs  to 
hold  the  corporation  of  Dublin  in  the  fame  degree  of  refpedt  with  thofe  gen- 
tlemen, he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  approve  of  the  principle  on  which  it 
had  been  introduced.  He  confidered  the  bill  as  tending  to  countenance  an  opi- 
nion that  parliament  was  defirous  of  retradting  the  grant  of  the  eledtive  fran- 
chife  to  the  Roman  Catholics;  as  interfering  with  the  royal  prerogative  of 
pardoning  crimes  by  an  e.r  pojl  facto  law,  and  as  taking  away  from  thofe, 
who  had  been  forced  or  deluded  into  rebellion  every  inducement  to  contrition 
- and  repentance.  The  particular  provifions  of  the  bill  he  thought  equally  ob- 
jectionable; the  bill  ordained  that  an  oath  fliould  be  tendered,  by  which  the 
elector  fhould  fwear  that  he  had  never  been  an  United  Iritlnnan  or  a rebel ; 
thus  making  a man’s  own  oath  the  proof,  from  which  his  guilt  v asto  becfta- 
bliflied,  and  rendering  him  liable  to  a profecution  for  high  treafon  if  he  fliould 
take  the  oath.  The  provilion,  fubjedling  the  perfon  taking  the  oath  falfely 
to  the  penalties  of  perjury,  he  confidered  perfe6tly  innocent ; as  a man’s  guilt 
in  this  cafe  would  infer  the  previous  guilt  of  high  treafon,  and  when  he  was 
hanged  the  punifhment  of  the  pillory  would  not  be  very  injurious  to  him.  He 
moved,  “ that  the  committal  be  poftponed  to  the  iftof  June.” 

The  bill  was  vehemently  fupported  by  IMeffrs.  Ogle,  J.  C.  Beresford,  and 
Dr.  Duigenan:  The  attorney  general  confidered  that  to  pafs  this  bill  v ould 

" may  be  found  moft  conducive  to  the  accomplifliment  of  this  great  and  falutary  work.  And  we 
“ truft  that,  after  full  and  mature  confideration,  fuch  a fettlement  may  be  framed  and  eftablifhed 
“ by  the  deliberative  confent  of  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms,  as  may  be  conformable  to  the 

fentiments,  withes,  and  real  interefts  of  your  majefty’s  faithful  fubjects  of  Great  Britain  and 
“ Ireland,  and  may  unite  them  infeparably  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  bleflings  of  our  free  and  in- 
“ valuable  conftitution,  in  the  fupport  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  your  majefty’s  erowrr,  and  in 
“ the  prefervation  and  advancement  of  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  whole  Britifli  empire.” 
8 Pari.  Eng.  Deb.  p.  342. 

* The  title  of  that  bill  was,  for  preventing  perfons,  who  had  ever  taken  the  Oath  of  the  United 
Iriflimen,  from  voting  for  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 
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be  to  commit  a breach  of  the  convenant  of  pardon  made  with  the  country ; it 
would,  he  faid,  involve  in  its  grafp  many  innocent  and  deluded  perfons,  whofe 
return  to  loyalty  was  indubitable,  but  who  in  the  early  part  of  thefyftem  of 
United  Irillimen,  had  entered  into  it  from  curiolity  or  from  folly,  and  had 
retired  the  moment  they  perceived  its  wickednefs  ; it  would  alfo  involve  all 
thofe  United  Irifhmen,  whofe  ufeful  difcoveries  had  enabled  government  to 
meet  and  baffle  the  dangers  Avhich  threatened  the  country  ; and  it  would  in- 
volve others,  who  without  ill  intention,  but  from  ignorance,  had  been  mem- 
bers-of  the  Union.  Gentlemen  well  knew,  that 
Evil  into  the  mind  of  God  or  man 
Might  come  and  go  fo  unapproved  as  leaves 
Ko  Jiain  behind. 

And  this  bill  went  to  exclude  them  from  a poflibility  of  being  reftored  to 
their  former  fituation. 

A divifion  took  place,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  for  committal  on  the  firfl  of 
June  (by  which  it  was  loft.) 

On  the  6th  of  April  came  before  the  houfe  a matter  of  notoriety,  very  il- 
luffrative  of  the  fpirit,  v ith  which  the  late  rebellion  was  according  to  fome 
opinions  checked,  and  according  to  others  provoked. 

Lord  IMatthew  prefen  ted  a petition  from  T.  Judkin  Fitzgerald,  Efq,  late 
high  Iheriff  of  the  county  of  Tipperary,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  certain 
a6ts  done  by  him  in  fuppreffion  of  the  late  rebellion,  not  juftifiable  in  com- 
mon law.  Lord  M.  bore  teftimpny  to  the  condu6t  of  Mr.  F.  which,  he  faid, 
from  a local  refidence  in  the  county,  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  ob- 
ferving ; that  he  was  an  extremely  a6tive,  fpirited,  and  meritorious  magiftrate, 
and  a very  principal  mean  of  putting  down  rebellion,  preventing  efcapes,  and 
preferving  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  majefty’s  loyal  fubjedls. 

The  petition  was  received  and  read  at  the  table.  It  fet  forth,  that  the  pe- 
titioner had  undertaken  the  office  of  high  fiieriff  for  the  lafl:  year  at  the  feli- 
citation of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  county,  with  great  hazard  and  in- 
convenience to  himfelf,  at  a moment  when  the  kingdom  was  menaced  by  in- 
vafion  and  rebellion,  and  that  whole  county  organized  for  inffirreCtion,  and 
infefted  by  United  Irillimen,  who  held  conftant  meetings,  in  co-operation 
with  the  plan  of  treafon  for  fubverting  the  ftate.  That  about  the  month  of 
May,  I7y8,  after  the  proclamation  of  martial  law,  the  petitioner,  at  the  head  of 
a party  of  militia  and  yeomen,  had  been  obliged  to  fight  a body  of  rebels  in 
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that  county,  whom  he  caufed  to  furrender ; but  finding  it  impoffible  to  fiop 
the  progrefs  of  rebellion  there,  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  or  to 
difcover  the  various  and  horrid  plans  intended  by  traitors  for  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  his  majefty’s  liege  fubjeds,  he  had  been  reduced  to  the  neceflity,  in 
many  inftances,  under  the  advice  of  feveral  moll  refpe6table  magiftrates  and 
gentlemen  of  the  county,  when  all  offers  of  pardon  and  pecuniary  reward 
had  failed,  to  order  corporal  punilliment  of  whipping  to  many  perfons,  of 
whofe  guilt  he  had  fecret  information  from  perfons,  whofe  names  he  could 
not  publicly  difclofe,  as  many  perfons  both  before  and  fince  had  been  mur- 
dered for  giving  fuch  information  ; and  therefore,  in  order  to  encourage  per- 
fons to  give  fuch  information,  the  magiftrates  were  publicly  fworn  to  keep 
fecret  the  names  of  informants.  That  in  confequence  of  petitioner’s  exer- 
tions, in  which  he  was  obliged  to  do  many  a61s  not  juftifiable  at  common 
law,  that  county  was  laved  from  deftru6lion.  That  for  adfts  of  notoriety  done 
by  him  in  fuppreflion  of  rebellion,  many  a6lionshad  been  brought,  and  many 
more  threatened,  at  the  inftance  of  perfons  who  had  entered  into  fubfcription 
to  fupport  them.  That  two  fuch  a6lions  had  been  lately  had  at  the  affizes  of 
Clonmel,  in  both  of  which  verdifts  had  been  obtained  againft  petitioner,  one 
for  words  fpoken,  and  the  other  for  corporal  puniftmient,  inflicted  publicly 
on  the  29th  of  IMay,  in  the  town  of  Clonmel,  which  was  to  have  been  at- 
tacked two  days  afterwards  by  8000  rebels.  The  learned  judge,  ufiio  prefided 
at  faid  trials  being  of  opinion,  in  point  of  law,  that  unlefs  petitioner  produced 
information  on  oath  of  the  ground,  on  which  he  a6ted,  his  cafe  would  not 
fall  within  the  provifions  of  the  Indemnity  A6t  paffed  laft  feflion;  but  that 
the  petitioner,  not  feeling  himfelf  juftifiable  to  difclofe  in  a public  court  of 
juftice  the  nature  of  the  information  on  which  he  had  a6led,  and  knowing 
that  many  of  the  informations,  on  which  he  had  a6ted  were  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  feveral  generals  and  other  officers,  who  had  fince  been  orderetl  out  of 
the  kingdom  ; that  fome  of  the  perfons  u'hogave  fuch  informations  had  been 
fince  banifhed  to  foreign  parts ; and  feeling  he  Ihould  be  guilty  of  a breach 
of  faith  and  duty  in  difclofing  the  names  of  his  informants  remaining  in  the 
kingdom,  on  whofe  informations  fecretly  and  confidentially  given,  he  was 
induced  to  a<^  as  aforefaid,  he  did  decline  fuch  difclofuie.  The  petitioner 
therefore  prayed,  that,  without  expofing  the  perfons,  w'ho  had  given  fuch  infor- 
mation to  the  vengeance  of  their  perfecutors,  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  have  the 
fame  and  the  whole  of  his  cafe  inveftigated,  and  the  truth  thereof  eftablifiied 


in 


952 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


in  fuch  manner  as  to  the  houfe  fhould  appear  meet,  fo  as  that  the  ftate  might 
receive  no  injury,  and  that  the  petitioner,  and  thofe  under  v'hofe  advice,  af- 
fiftance,  and  information  he  a6ted,  might  not  be  expofed  to  vexatious  and 
ruinous  proceedings  at  common  law,  and  that  honeft  men  might  not  be  de- 
terred thereby  from  ailing  in  perilous  times  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  and 
prote6lion  of  his  majefty’s  loyal  fubje(5ts. 

Mr.  Holmes  rofe  to  move,  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a committee,  and 
bore  teftimony  to  the  very  meritorious  condu6l  of  the  petitioner,  who,  by  his 
vigilance,  a6tivity,  firmnefs,  and  indefatigable  exertions,  had  defeated  machi- 
nations in  that  country,  which  had  well  nigh  overwhelmed  the  lives  and  pro- 
perties of  its  loyal  inhabitants.  There  was  fcarcely  a man,  on  whom  corporal 
punilhment  had  been  intlifted  to  extort  confelfion,  who  did  not  acknowledge 
guilt,  and  difcover  wide-extended  accomplicefliip  in  treafon.  Immenfe 
quantities  of  arms  of  every  kind  were  difcovered,  and  in  confequence  cart 
loads  were  daily  brought  into  Clonmel  from  all  quarters  of  the  county.  Un- 
der thofe  important  confiderations,  he  thought  the  houfe  in  its  wifdom  and 
juftice  could  not  hefitate  to  give  its  protedlion  to  a man,  who  had  deferved  fo 
well  of  his  country. 

IMr.  Secretary  Cooke  fully  concurred  in  the  fentiments  exprelfed  by  Mr. 
Holmes,  and  was  enabled  from  his  own  knowledge  to  ftate,  that  the  moft  ef- 
fential  fervices  had  been  rendered  to  the  ftate  and  to  the  country  by  Mr. 
Fitzgerald.  Sunk  in  a dangerous  fecurity,  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  of 
Tipperary  were  wholly  ignorant  of  theextenfive  fyftem  of  organization,  which 
prevailed  in  that  county,  when  the  a61ivity,  enterprize,  and  unwearied  refearch 
of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  developed  a fyftem  of  the  moft  formidable  treafon,  which 
would  have  been  attended  with  confequences  much  more  fatal  and  extenfivc, 
than  in  any  other  county  in  the  kingdom. 

A fimilar  indolence  and  fecurity  had  in  the  counties  of  Kildare,  Wicklow, 
and  Wexford  fuffered,  and  in  fome  degree  nurtured,  treafon,  into  open  and 
terrible  rebellion.  Had  the  early,  prompt,  and  vigorous  aftivit}^  fo  happily 
manifefted  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  been  adopted  in  thofe  ill-fated  counties  which 
he  had  mentioned,  their  principal  inhabitants  would  not  have  loft  their  lives 
or  their  fortunes. 

The  Attorney  General  bore  teftimony  from  official  information,  as  well  as 
from  local  knowledge  of  the  very  fpirited  and  meritorious  condudt  of  Mr. 
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Fitzgerald,  and  he  trufted  the  houfe  would  cheerfully  accede  to  the  prayer  of 
his  petition. 

Honorable  Mr.  Yelverton  faid,  he  (hould  be  one  of  the  laft  men  to  refufe  in- 
demnity or  prote61ion  to  any  deferving  magiftrate  or  loyal  man  for  a6ls 
warranted  by  juftice  or  neceffity,  in  putting  down  confpiracy  or  rebellion, 
'but  he  could  not  fit  filent  and  hear  the  faldiood  attempted  to  be  palmed  on 
the  houfe  by  this  almighty  flieriff,  in  the  petition  nowon  the  table.  The  pe- 
tition Rated,  that  the  judges  who  prefided  at  that  trial,  wdio  were  IMr.  Juf- 
tice  Chamberlain  and  Lord  Yelverton,  had  given  their  opinion  in  point  of 
law,  that  unlefs  Mr.  Fitzgerald  could  produce  the  information  on  oath,  on 
which  he  could  juftify  his  flagellation  of  the  plaintiff  Wright,  he  could  not 
come  under  the  provifions  of  the  Indemnity  A61.  No  fuch  thing  was  ever 
faid  by  either  of  the  judges.  He  was  prefent  at  the  trial,  and  not  a Angle 
tittle  of  evidence  had  come  out  in  defence  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  nor  was  even  a 
pretence  pleaded  that  could  found  a fcintilla  of  fufpicion  againft  the  plain- 
tiff Wright,  to  juftify  thofe  unparalleled  cruelties  exercifed  upon  him,  for 
which  the  jury,  a mofl;  refpe6table  one,  awarded  500/.  damages,  and  which 
the  learned  judges  declared  ought  to  have  been  confiderably  more  than  the 
.fum  claimed. 

With  the  permiffion  of  the  houfe  he  would  fliortly  ftate  the  fa6ls,  as  they 
appeared  on  evidence  of  feveral  mofl  refpe6lable  witneffes,  and  from  thofe 
fa6ls  he  would  appeal  to  the  houfe,  whether  fuch  fanguinary,  wanton,  and  un- 
paralleled cruelties  were  entitled  to  their  fanftion  and  indemnity  r* 

The  a6tion  brought  by  Mr.  Wright  was  for  aflault  and  battery.  It  ap- 
peared that  Mr.  Wright  was  a teacher  of  the  French  language,  of  which  he 
was  employed  as  profeffor  by  two  eminent  boarding-fchools  at  Clonmel,  and  in 
the  families  of  feveral  refpeftable  gentlemen  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  Wright  had  heard  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  received  fome  charges  of 
a feditious  nature  againfl  him,  and  with  a promptitude  not  very  chara6le- 
riftic  of  confcious  guilt,  he  immediately  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
whom  he  did  not  find  at  home,  and  afterwards  to  that  of  another  magif- 
trate, who  was  alfo  out,  for  the  purpofe  of  furrendering  himfelf  for  trial ; he 
went  again  the  fame  day,  accompanied  by  a gentleman,  to  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  and  being  fliewn  into  his  prefence,  explained  the  purpofe  of  his 

* As  much  of  this  cafe  is  omitted  as  is  contained  in  a former  note. 
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coming,  v.hen  Mr.  Fitzgerald  drawing  his  fword,  faid,  do^\^l  on  your  knees, 
you  rebellious  fcoundrel,  and  receive  your  fentence.  In  vain  did  the  poor 
man  protelt  his  innocence  : in  vain  did  he  implore  trial  on  his  knees.  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  fentenced  him  firft  to  be  flogged,  and  then  fliot.  The  unfortunate 
man  furrendered  his  keys  to  have  his  papers  fearched,  and  exprefied  his  rea- 
dinefs  to  fuflfer  any  punifliment  the  proof  of  guilt  could  juflify  : but  no — 
this  was  not  agreeable  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  principles  of  jurifdi6lion  ; his  mode 
was  firft  to  fentence,  then  punilh,  and  afterwards  inveftigate.  His  anfwer 
to  the  unfortunate  man  was,  “ What,  you  Carmelite  rafcal,  do  you  dare  to 
“ fpeak  after  fentence  ?”  and  then  ftruck  him  and  ordered  him  to  prifon. 

Next  day  this  unhappy  man  was  dragged  to  a ladder  in  Clonmell  Street, 
to  undergo  his  fentence.  He  knelt  down  in  prayer,  with  his  hat  before  his 
face.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  came  up,  dragged  his  hat  from  him  and  trampled  on 
it,  feized  the  man  by  the  hair,  dragged  him  to  the  earth,  kicked  him  and 
cut  him  acrofs  the  forehead  with  his  fword,  and  then  had  him  ftripped  naked, 
tied  up  to  the  ladder,  and  ordered  him  fifty  laflies. 

Major  Rial,  an  officer  in  the  town,  came  up  as  the  fifty  laflies  were  com- 
pleted, and  afked  Mr.  F.  the  caufe.  Mr.  F.  handed  the  major  a note  written 
in  French,  faying,  he  did  not  himfelf  underftand  French,  though  he  under- 
ftood  Irilh,  but  he  [Major  Rial]  would  find  in  that  letter,  what  would  juftify 
him  in  flogging  the  fcoundrel  to  death. 

Major  Rial  read  the  letter.  He  found  it  to  be  a note  addrefled  for  the  vic- 
tim, tranflated  in  thefe  words: 

“ Sir, 

“ I AM  extremely  forry  I cannot  wait  on  you  at  the  hour 
“ appointed,  being  unavoidably  obliged  to  attend  Sir  Laurence  Parfons. 

“ Yours, 

“ Baron  de  Clues.” 

Nothwithftanding  this  tranflation,  whieh  Major  Rial  read  to  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald, he  ordered  fifty  laflies  more  to  be  infli6led,  and  with  fuch  peculiar  fe- 
verity,  that,  horrid  to  relate!  the  bowels  of  the  bleeding  vi61im  could  be 
perceived  to  be  convulfed  and  working  through  his  w'ounds  ! IMr.  Fitzgerald 
finding  he  could  not  continue  the  application  of  his  cat  o’nine-tails  on  that 
part  without  cutting  his  way  into  his  body,  ordered  the  waiftband  of  his 
breeches  to  be  cut  open,  and  fifty  more  lathes  to  be  inflidled  there..  He  tlien 
left  the  unfortunate  man  bleeding  and  fufpended,  while  he  went  to  the  bar- 
rack 
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rack  to  demand  a file  of  men  to  come  and  flioot  him ; but  being  refufed  by 
the  commanding  officer,  he  came  back  and  fought  for  a rope  to  hang  him, 
but  could  not  get  one.  He  then  ordered  him  to  be  cut  down,  and  fentback 
to  prifon,  where  he  was  confined  in  a dark  fmall  room,  with  no  other  furni- 
ture than  a Mu-etched  pallet  of  ftraw,  without  covering,  and  there  he  remained 
fix  or  feven  days  without  medical  affiftance  ! 

“ Gracious  God  ! (faid  IMr.  Yelverton)  will  any  man  fay  that  fuch  a 
“ condu6l  is  to  be  fan6lioned  and  indemnified  by  this  houfe  ? Are  the  laws  to 
be  fupported  by  trampling  on  them  ? Is  the  man  who  could  commit  fuch 
“ barbarities,  without  the  colour  of  juftice  or  neceffity,  or  even  the  ffiadow 
“ of  juft  fufpicion,  to  come  for  protedlion  to  this  houfe  ? I feel  an  indig- 
“ nation  on  this  fubje6t,  that  almofi:  deprives  me  of  utterance.  I have  be- 
fore  faid,  that  I would  be  one  of  the  lafl;  men  to  refufe  every  reafonable  in- 
“ deinnity  to  loyal  magiftrates  for  a6ts  done  under  the  preflure  of  apparent 
“ juftice  or  neceffity  for  the  fuppreffion  of  rebellion,  but  I will  never  vote 
“ for  protedion  and  indemnity  to  a bloody  tyrant,  whofe  conduct,  though  it 
“ may  have  produced  good  in  fome  inftances,  has  been  produ6tive  of  infi- 
“ nitely  more  mifchief,  and  on  thofe  grounds  I fhall  give  the  petition  every 
“ refiftance  in  my  power.” 

The  Attorney  General  in  reply  faid,  the  petitioner,  whofe  exertions  had 
been  produdive  of  the  happieft  confequences,  only  complained  of  the  perfe- 
cutions,  to  which  he  was  expofed ; his  property,  and  what  was  infinitely  of 
more  importance  to  an  honorable  man,  his  charafter  was  at  ftake.  What  he 
claimed  was  inveftigation,  and  what  he  oftered  was  proof  upon  oath  of  the 
guilt  which  he  had  puniflied.  The  honorable  member  would  have  a6ted  more 
becomingly  by  awaiting  in  difcreet  patience  the  teftimony  offered  by  the  peti- 
tioner, and  deciding  deliberately  and  difpaffionately  thereon,  than  by  becom- 
ing an  accufer  in  the  firft  inftancc,  and  prematurely  avowing  ftrong  indigna- 
tion againft  the  petitioner.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  F.  and  its  falutary  confe- 
quences under  the  urgent  neceffity  which  prevailed,  was  vouched  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  authority  of  the  noble  lord  and  the  honorable  member,  who, 
from  the  circumftance  of  local  refidence  and  experience,  muft  be  beft  able  to 
judge,  and  therefore  the  authority  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  was  at  lead  as  re- 
fpe6lable  as  that  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Yelverton  faid  a few  M'ords  in  explanation  and  reply. 

Dr.  Browne  could  not  fee  what  meafures  a committee  could  adopt  to 
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ground  any  proceeding  of  the  houfe  for  the  indemnification  of  the  petitioner 
againfl;  all  future  a6lions  for  damages  for  injuries  done  by  him,  whether  juf- 
tifiahle  or  not.  The  bill  of  indemnity  already  pafled  allowed,  he  thought, 
ample  indemnification  to  every  magiftrate,  who  could  claim  or  expedt  it  on 
any  reafonable  ground,  and  therefore  he  could  not  fee,  why  the  houfe  was  to 
be  called  on  to  exceed  that  bill  for  the  advantage  of  fuch  an  individual. 

IHr.  Edgeworth  faid,  he  would  endeavour  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  powder  to 
reprefs  that  indignation,  which  he  was  taught  in  his  early  years  to  confider  as 
one  of  the  beft  guardians  of  virtue.  He  would  calmly  give  his  negative  to 
this  motion,  believing  it^to  be  of  moft  dangerous  tendency. 

With  refpecl  to  the  general  charadler  of  the  petitioner,  he  knew  nothing 
of  it  but  from  what  he  heard  in  that  houfe,  and  from  what  he  had  feen  in 
the  public  prints.  He  would  take  it  for  granted  that  the  petitioner’s  private 
charadler  fully  juftified  the  eulogium,  which  had  been  beftowed  upon  him  by 
the  noble  lord,  and  that  his  public  fervices  had  been  as  meritorious  and  as 
fuccefsful  as  the  honorable  and  worthy  member  [Mr.  Holmes]  had  ftated. 
But  there  were  means  in  the  power  of  the  crown  fufficiently  ample  to  reward 
every  ufeful  exertion,  and,  as  a member  of  that  houfe,  to  interfere  between 
the  fentence  of  the  law  and  its  execution,  was  what  he  never  could  be  re- 
conciled to.  A verdi6l  had  been  given  by  a jury,  with  which  two  judges  of 
the  highefl:  chara61er  had  in  the  moft  explicit  manner  concurred.  To  inter- 
fere with  that  verdidl  was  to  call  thofe  judges  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  The 
indemnity  bill  had  gone  as  far  as  poftible  to  protect  magiftrates ; but  beyond 
the  limits  of  that  bill  to  preclude  any  of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  from  obtaining 
damages  for  perfonal  injury,  except  where  obvious  miftake  of  judgment  had 
occafioned  thofe  injuries,  was  fo  grofsly  unconltitutionalas  to  call  upon  every 
real  friend  to  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  to  refift  it.  He  could  not  foretel  what 
proceedings  might  be  grounded  upon  this  motion ; he  fliould  therefore  op- 
pofe  it  in  the  firft  inftance ; and  he  could  not  fit  down  without  obferving, 
that  the  right  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  treafury  bench  would  ferve  their 
country  better  by  leaving  the  execution  of  the  laws  to  juries  and  judges, 
than  by  becoming  partizans  in  fupport  of  any  favorite  fyftem  of  men  and 
meafures. 

IMr.  Ormlby  feverely  cenfured  the  honorable  member,  who  had  endea- 
voured to  excite  the  feelings  and  commiferation  of  the  houfe  for  the  fore 
back  of  a fellow,  who,  he  believed,  would  be  found,  on  enquiry,  to  have  very 
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M'di-defervecl  what  he  got : it  was  at  leaft  w'ell-known,  that  he  had  many  bad 
connexions,  and  allbciated  with  men  of  fuch  principles  as  fully  Avarrantcd 
the  fufpicion  of  his  own. 

Thofe  who  condemned  the  petitioner  for  feverity  to  fuch  criminals  feemed 
to  foi'get  that  loyal  men  could  hope  for  no  mercy,  who  fell  into  their  clutches. 
He  trufted  the  houfe  would  extend  ample  protedion  to  a man  who  had  fo 
Avell-deferved  it. 

Colonel  Bagwell  (member  for  the  county  of  Tipperary)  faid,  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  have  fpoken  to  the  queftion  then  before  the  houfe,  but 
to  let  the  petition  quietly  go  to  a committee,  had  it  not  been  for  what  fell 
from  the  honorable  member  who  fpoke  laft.  He  was  as  ready  as  any  perfon 
to  give  credit  to  the  fervices  rendered  to  the  county  of  Tipperary  by  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  petitioner ; but  he  was  Ihocked  and  concerned  to  hear  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  an  innocent  and  refpedable  man  treated  with  levity  and  indiffer- 
ence. As  infinuations  were  thrown  out  againft  the  charader  of  IMr.  Wright, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  declare  what  had  come  within  his  knowledge  refpeding 
that  unfortunate  and  much-abufed  man.  He  was  prefent  during  the  trial  of 
the  adion  brought  by  Mr.  Wright  againft  the  petitioner,  and  it  was  but  an- 
ad  of  common  juftice  to  fay,  that  in  his  mind,  not  the  remoteft  fliade  of  fuf- 
picion attached  to  the  charader  of  the  plaintiff  in  that  cafe,  nor  did  the  in- 
veftigation  which  took  place  on  that  occafion  furnilli  the  moft  diftant  juftifica- 
tion  for  the  fevere  and  terrible  puniftiment  inflided  on  him.  A fimilar  opinion 
of  the  unforUinate  man’s  innocence  and  loyalty  was  expreffed  from  the 
bench,  by  the  revered  charaders  who  prefided.  As  to  the  general  charader 
of  Mr.  Wright,  it  was  moft  unexceptionable  in  point  of  morality,  religion, 
and  politics;  and  to  that  charader,  the  beft  evidence  was  the  very  high  efti- 
mation,  in  which  he  was  holden  by  the  beft  and  moft  refpedable  men  in  the 
town  of  Cloninell.  Fie  would  beg  leave  further  to  add,  that  this  unfortunate 
man,  who  had  been  thus  fo  feverely  dealt  by,,  on  the  ground  of  a fufpicion, 
which  it  was,  as  yet,  apparent  his  condud  had  not  juftified,  was  nearly  related- 
to  fome  of  the  moft  illuftrious  and  beft  characters,  which  that  country  could 
boaft  of : the  fact  muft  be  admitted  in  the  fenfe  of  rank  allied  to  virtue,  Avhen 
he  ftated  him  to  have  been  a near  relation  of  the  late  Lord  Clonmell,  under 
whofe  patronage  he  had  been  educated,  and  fent  abroad  ; he  v'as  alfo  a near 
relation  to  that  worthy,  refpedable,  and  lamented  man,  Robert  Shaw,  Efq. 
and  likewife  nearly  related  to  the  prefent  Lord  Dunboyne;  and  as  far  as  he 
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could  gain  acquaintance  with  liis  chara6ter,  he  had  never  difgraced  a relation- 
d)ip,  which  mult  have  conferred  honor  on  any  man.  Col.  Bagwell  concluded 
a fliort  fpeech,  didated  by  humanity  and  juftice,  by  faying,  that  he  thought 
the  condud  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  generally  very  meritorious,  and  deferving  the 
protedion  of  government  againfl  the  confequences  of  errors  committed  in  his 
zeal  for  the  fafety  of  the  hate;  but  it  was  too  certain,  that  many  innocent 
perfons  had  fulfered  moft  feverely  from  that  zeal,  and  he  thought  it  but  con- 
formable to  every  principle  of  humanity,  juftice,  and  found  policy,  that  that 
compenfation  which  was  in  the  power  of  the  laws  to  make  them,  lliould  be 
aftbrded; — a compenfation  which,  taken  in  every  point  of  view,  muft  fall  in- 
finitely fiiort  of  their  fufferings  and  their  claims. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  petition  was  referred  to  a committee. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  Mr.  Holmes  reported  from  the  committee,  that  the 
objed  of  the  enquiry  committed  to  them  could  not  be  fo  well  obtained  in  an 
open  committee,  as  it  would  be  in  a fecrct  committee ; the  order  was  there- 
fore difcharged,  and  here  the  affair  was  dropped.  Mr.  Judkin  Fitzgerald 
afterwards  received  a confiderable  penfion  for  his  adive  fervices  in  quelling 
the  rebellion. 

Very  warm  debates  took  place  upon  the  bill  for  fupprefting  the  rebellion, 
w’hich  authorized  the  lord  lieutenant,  during  the  rebellion,  whether  the 
courts  of  law  were  open  or  not,  to  take  the  moft  vigorous  fteps  for  fupprefs- 
ing  the  rebellion,  and  for  punifiiing  perfons  furthering  the  caufe  of  rebellion 
with  martial  law;  and  which  fecured  the  ads  done  in  purfuance  of  the  orders 
of  the  lord  lieutenant  from  being  queftioned ; and  prohibited  any  court, 
civil  or  criminal,  to  take  cognizance  of  any  thing  done  in  furtherance  of  that 
ad.  Thefe  unlimited  powers  vefted  in  the  lord  lieutenant  were  fubmitted 
to  by  fome  in  the  perfonal  confidence  of  the  humanity  and  diferetion  of  the 
Marquis  Cornwallis.  They  Avere  oppofed  by  feveral  friends  to  government, 
as  larger  than  necelfary:  and  many  urged  ftrongly  an  amendment  propofed 
by  Mr.  Dawfon  (member  for  Monaghan),  that  the  powers  fiiould  be  co-exten- 
five  only  with  the  proclaimed  counties. 

Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  obferved  generally  on  the  claufe,  that  the  powers  con- 
tained in  it  were  undefined,  and  its  expreflion  vague  and  general.  There  was 
no  method,  Avhereby  to  afeertain  when  a rebellion  might  properly  be  faid  to 
exift  or  to  terminate ; and  it  was  entirely  left  to  the  chief  governor  to  decide 
at  his  diferetion  on  this  momentous  fad,  and  the  continuation  of  martial  law 
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and  abfolute  power : it  did  not  defcribe  to  what  rank  of  military  officers  or- 
ders to  execute  martial  law  were  to  be  iffued.  He  wiffied  to  know,  what  was 
meant  by  “ injuring  the  perfons  or  property  of  loyal  fubje6ts?”  He  obferved, 
on  the  part  of  the  claufe,  Avhich  made  the  military  only  fubjeft  to  trial  by 
courts-martial  for  any  offence  againft  the  fubje6t : as  it  was  a fort  of  French 
meafure,  he  would  apply  to  it  a French  appellation ; and  he  would  afk,  what 
expeftation  of  redrefs  the  aggrieved  could  have  from  thofe  military  tribunals  ? 

]\Ir.  Ponfonby  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  made  thofe  obfervations  for 
the  purpofe  of  giving  the  attorney  general  an  opportunity  for  explanation. 

The  attorney  general  gave  no  explanation. 

Lord  Caftlereagh,  in  enumerating  the  difadvantages,  that  would  attend  the 
introduftion  of  fuch  a paffage  in  the  bill,  faid,  that  if  the  county  of  ]\Io- 
naghan,  although  at  prefent  apparently  quiet,  were  to  hart  fuddenly  into  re- 
bellion, in  like  manner  as  the  county  of  Wexford  did,  which  was  thought  to 
be  one  of  the  moft  tranquil  counties  in  the  kingdom  at  that  time,  what  was  to 
be  the  confequence  ? Was  the  military  to  remain  inaftive,  and  look  tamely  on, 
while  the  country  was  devaftated  by  rebellion ; or  were  they  to  oppofe  the 
progrefs  of  infurrectlon,  and  be  afterwards  tried  as  for  the  murder  of  every 
rebel  who  ffiould  fall  ? It  had  been  urged,  that  this  law,  if  difpenfed  by  any 
other  hands  than  thofe  now  holding  the  reins  of  government,  might  be  moft 
fatally  abufed.  Such  an  argument  was  certainly  very  complimentary  to  the 
prefent  adminiftration;  but  ftill  it  was  an  argument  of  jealoufy,  and  the  un- 
happy circumftances  of  the  times  left  no  application  of  this  jealoufy  but  to 
the  government,  or  to  traitors.  If  gentlemen  thought,  that  they  and  the 
loyal  inhabitants  of  the  country  would  experience  more  mercy  from  united 
Irifhmen,  than  from  the  perfons  exercifmg  the  government  of  that  country, 
in  God’s  name,  let  them  apply  their  jealoufy  to  the  adminiftration,  and  their 
confidence  to  the  united  Irilhmen ; for  the  ftate  of  the  country  left  no  alter- 
native, but  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  executive  power  to  the  utmoft  ex- 
tent, or  to  fubmit  to  the  predominancy  of  treafon. 

At  three  o’clock  of  the  morning  Mr.  Dawfon’s  amendment  was  negatived. 

Fluflied  with  confidence,  the  Anti-Unionifts  were  determined  to  remove 
every  obftacle,  that  they  conceived  their  opponents  might  avail  themfelvcs 
of,  in  bringing  the  meafure  to  bear.  In  order  therefore  to  flint  out  the  pof- 
fibility  of  any  future  difference  between  the  parliaments  of  the  two  kingdoms 
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in  the  appointment  of  a regent,  in  cafe  that  neceffity  llioulcl  recur,  tliey 
brought  forward  a regency  bill.* 

On  the  n th  of  February,  the  right  honorable  Mr.  Fitzgerald  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a committee  on  the  regency  bill,  when  Lord 
Cafdereagh  obferved,  that  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  h^  pledged  him- 
felf  not  to  offer  any  obje6lion  to  it,  provided  it  appeared  adequate  to  the  re- 
medy it  went  to  fupply.  Flis  lordfliip’s  opinion  was,  that  it  would  not  prove 
a remedy  for  the  inconv'enience  complained  of.  It  went,  in  his  mind,  only  to 

* The  following  is  a copy  of  that  bill : 

A Bill  to  provide  for  the  Admhiif  ration  of  the  Government  of  Ireland,  ■whenfoe.ver  and  as  often  as 
" the  Government  of  Great  Britain  Jhall  be  adminijlered  by  a Regent  or  Regency. 

FORASMUCH  as  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  annexed  and  united  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
“ England,  and  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  kingdom  is  declared  to  be  juftly  and  rightly  depend- 
ing  upon,  and  belonging,  and  for  ever  united  to  the  fame,  and  the  kings  and  queens  of  England 
are,  by  undoubted  right,  kings  and  queens  of  this  realm,  and  ought  to  enjoy  the  Rate,  title,  majefty, 
“ power,  pre-eminence,  jurifdidtion,  prerogative,  and  authority  of  kings  and  queens  of  the  fame  : 

“ And  w'hereas  the  exercife  and  adminiftration  of  the  regal  powers  of  the  imperial  crown  of 
“ Great  Britain  may  happen  to  be  vefted  in,  and  committed  to  a regent  or  regency,  or  to  fome 
“ perfon  or  perfons  by  fome  other  title,  name,  or  defeription  : 

“ And  whereas  the  exercifes  and  adminiftration  of  the  regal  powers  of  the  imperial  crown  of 
“ Ireland  fhould  be  vefted  in,  appertain  to,  and  belonging  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  in  whom  the 
“ adminiftration  of  the  regal  powers  of  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain  ftiall  be  vefted,  by 
“ whatever  title,  name,  or  defeription,  the  exercife  or  adminiftration  of  the  fame  fliall  be  vefted  in 
“ him  or  them. 

“ We,  therefore,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  commons,  in  parliament  aflembled,  determined  to  contribute  every  thing  in  our  power  to 
“ the  firm  and  lafting  eftablifhment  of  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  do  moft 
" humbly  befeech  your  majefty,  that  it  may  be  enaded,  and  be  it  enadled  by  the  king’s  moft  ex- 
“ cellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
“ commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  whenfo- 
" ever  and  as  often  as  the  regal  powers  of  the  imperial  crowri  of  Great  Britain  fliall  be  exercifed  or 
“ adminiftered  by  a regent  or  regency,  or  by  any  perfon  or  perfons  by  any  other  title,  name,  or 
“ defeription,  that  the  regal  power  of  this  your  majefty’s  realm  of  Ireland  fliall  be  exercifed  or  ad- 
“ miniftered  by  the  fame  perfon  or  perfons,  in  whom  the  exercife  and  adminiftration  of  the  regal 
“ powers  of  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain  fliall  be  vefted,  by  whatever  name,  title,  or  de- 
“ feription,  the  fame  ftiall  be  fo  vefted  in  him  or  them. 

“ Provided  always,  and  be  it  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  ftiall 
" exercife  and  adminifter  the  regal  rights  of  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  under  the  fame  re- 
" ftriftions  and  limitations  as  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  ftiall  be  fiibjeft  to,  in  the  exercife  and  admini- 
“ ftration  of  the  regal  powers  of  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  otherwife.” 
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a part  of  the  evil;  namely,  the  effe6t,  but  left  the  caufe  of  the  evil  untouched. 
Thus  the  great  malady  ftill  remained,  and  the  connexion  between  both  coun- 
tries would  in  no  inftance  be  better  fecured.  Two  parliaments  perfedtly  equal 
in  point  of  rights,  might  at  any  future  period  differ  refpefting  their  choice  of 
a regent,  and  therefore  the  bill  could  not  effedl  that  unity  of  the  executive, 
which  the  meafure  propofed  to  eftablifli. 

Circumftanced  as  the  countries  were,  the  queftions  of  peace  and  war,  of 
treaties  with  foreign  powers,  of  different  religions  might,  at  fome  future  pe- 
riod, lead  to  a difference  of  decifion  between  both  parliaments,  and  fuch  oc- 
currence would  fliake  the  connexion,  and  in  confequence  the  empire,  to  its 
foundations. 

If  queffions  of  comparative  advantage  between  countries  might  arife,  how 
could  a regency  bill  operate  as  a remedy  for  the  evil  ? 

His  lordfliip  Avilhed  to  be  informed,  how  a bill,  which  went  to  eftablifli  the 
unity  of  the  regal  powers,  could  identify  the  neceffary  powers  of  a regent  for 
other  countries  : might  not  the  particular  circumftances  of  one  country  dif- 
fer fo  materially  from  the  other,  that  the  regency  for  both  kingdoms  could 
not  conveniently  be  exercifed  by  the  fame  perfon  ? Or  did  not  the  bill  go  to 
oblige  the  monarch  to  appoint  one  and  the  fame  regent,  Avhich  in  fa6l  went 
to  reftridl  the  legal  authory  } Thus  either  the  regal  powers  were  curtailed, 
or  the  regency  bill  was  inefficient  to  remove  the  inconvenience  it  went  to 
remedy.  The  regent  Avas  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  a deputy ; and  could  a 
regent  in  that  cafe  appoint  a lord  lieutenant?  Could  a deputy  appoint  a de- 
puty ? He  prefumed  he  could  not: — and  fhould  a regent  fend  over  a lord 
lieutenant  to  that  country,  he  Avas  fatisfied  that  the  council  could  object  to 
his  authority. 

His  lordlhip  read  part  of  a fpeech  of  Air.  Fox’s,  to  flieAA',  that  the  adjuft- 
ment  of  1782  Avas  not  confidered  as  a final  one,  that  it  Avent  merely  to  quiet 
the  political  ftruggle  Avdiich  then  exifted ; and  that  it  Avas  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary to  give  up  fomething  for  that  imperial  purpofe. 

His  lordfhip  concluded  by  faying,  that  the  meafure  Avas  inefficient  to  the 
purpofe  it  held  forth;  calculated  to  blind  the  country,  and  difgracc  the  le- 
giflature. 

Right  Honorable  Mr.  Fitzgerald  declared,  that  it  Avas  only  in  a cafe  of  im- 
perious conviction,  that  he  Avas  led  to  differ  from  the  noble  lord.  His  idea  in 
introducing  the  bill,  arofe  from  the  arguments  founded  on  the  poffible  emer- 
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gency  of  the  appointment  of  a regent ; it  being  urged,  that  the  parliaments 
of  both  countries  were  free  to  make  different  elections.  He  wiflied,  as  far  as 
his  limited  abilities  could,  to  fupply  that  deficiency,  and  confequently  to  re- 
move the  caufe  of  complaint.  He  had  procured  all  the  affiftance  poflible  in 
framing  the  bill;  and  all  the  law-authorities  he  confulted,  agreed  with  him  in 
the  opinion,  that  he  had  provided  fully  and  completely  for  the  deficiency 
complained  of. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment  to  meet  an  objection 
of  Lord  Caftlereagh’s,  viz.  after  the  word  Jhall,  in  the  firfl  claufe,  by  adding 
the  words,  “ according  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great  Britain.” 

Mr.  Fofter,  for  the  firfl  time,  now  delivered  his  fentiments  at  confiderable 
length.  His  firft  aim  was  to  demonftrate  the  finality  of  the  fettlement  of  1782. 
He  cenfured  Mr.  Pitt’s*  fpeech,  which  he  termed  a paltry  produ6tion,  the 
merefl  tiffue  of  general  affertion  without  proof,  high-flowing  language  with- 
out meaning,  and  affumptions  without  argument. 

One  point,  he  obferved,  was  a new  and  incontrovertible  ground  of  confli- 
tutional  permanence  and  finality — namely,  that  modification  of  Poynings’ 
law  which  fecured  the  continuance  of  the  connedlion  between  the  kingdoms, 
by  rendering  the  great  feal  of  Britain  neceffary  for  every  Irifli  law,  and  making 
the  Britiflr  minifler  refponfible  to  the  Britifli  nation,  if  any  bill  tending  to 
injure  the  empire,  or  to  feparate  Ireland  from  it,  fhould  receive  the  royal  affent 
in  the  weflern  realm.  This  regulation,  he  argued,  was  intended  to  fecure 
union  and  connedlion  on  a firm,  lafling,  and  unalterable  bafis.  It  gave  to 
the  Britifh  parliament,  as  Mr.  Dundas  had  obferved,  a control  over  the  third 
ellate  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  but  it  was  a control  over  the  king’s  naked 
power  of  affent  only;  which  gave  to  Great  Britain  an  effectual  pledge,  that 
Ireland  retained  no  power  to  do  any  a6l  (i.  e.  without  the  concurrence  of 
Great  Britain)  to  weaken  or  impair  the  connedlion. 

For  his  having  recommended  the  commercial  propofitions  of  1785,  he  had 
been  accufed  of  great  inconfiftency.  But  he  denied,  that  an  atom  of  the  con- 
ftitution would  have  been  furrendered  by  the  plan  of  1785,  but  this  new 

* As  various  editions  of  that  gentleman’s  fpeech  had  been  circulated,  he  felefled  that  to  which 
government  had  given  its  fan^lion  of  authority,  which  had  been  printed  by  the  king’s  printer  under 
their  diredion,  of  which  10,000  copies  had  been  circulated  gratis  by  them  at  the  public  expence. 
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lyltem  would  lead  to  its  utter  annihilation.  *The  meafure  of  1782  was  all 
conllitutional — that  of  1785  all  commercial. 

The  pretences  for  a legiflative  Union  were  ill  fupported.  The  rifque  of  a 
difagreement  on  the  fubje6l  of  peace  or  war,  or  with  regard  to  foreign  trea- 
ties, Mmuld  not  juftify  the  adoption  of  a meafure  fo  unconftitutional.  The 
cafe  of  regency  alforded  the  only  apparent  foundation  of  alarm ; but  the  bill 
now  under  confideration  would  remove  all  apprehenfions  on  that  head. 

The  arguments  adduced  for  an  Union  of  the  two  legiflatures  were,  he  faid, 
equally  applicable  to  the  Union  of  the  two  houfes  of  either  parliament. 
Thefe  might  difagree,  and  ought,  by  parity  of  reafoning,  to  be  formed  into 
one  affembly.  Where  would  then  be  our  conftitution  ? It  would  yield  to 
monarchical  or  republican  defpotifm.  The  balancing  principle  compofed  the 
chief  excellence  of  our  conftitution  ; and  why  might  not  the  two  legillatures, 
guarded  by  one  head,  perform  national  and  imperial  fun6tions  in  a better 
and  more  efficacious  manner  than  a combined  parliament. 

Mr.  Fofter  then  took  a very  wide  and  minute  review  of  the  trade  of  Ireland, 
and  declared  his  opinion,  that  it  would  notflourifli  more  after  an  Union  than 
under  a refident  parliament.  It  was  already  in  a thriving  ftate ; it  enjoyed  all 
defirable  freedom,  and  required  only  the  care  and  attention  of  its  natural  pro- 
te6lors. 

On  thefubje6l  of  religion  he  barely  remarked,  that  an  Irifh  parliament  might 
adjull  all  points  in  which  the  Protellants  and  Catholics  differed,  as  judicioufly 
and  effeftually  as  an  imperial  legiflature. 

He  feverely  cenfured  that  want  of  political  wifdom,  which  had  induced  the 
Englifli  minifter  to  hold  out  Ireland  to  the  enemy  as  the  moll  vulnerable  part 
of  the  empire,  torn  by  internal  faflions,  barbarous,  weak,  and  contemptible. 
It  was  painful  even  to  refer  to  the  phrafes,  by  which  he  infulted  the  feelings 
of  every  Irilhman.  They  knew  them  to  be  unfounded.  Had  they  been  true, 
it  was  the  duty  of  a difcreet  flatefman  to  have  concealed  with  reverence  the 
failings  and  Aveaknefs  of  fo  confiderable  and  important  a part  of  the  empire. 
He  tells  the  enemy  the  danger  and  the  remedy ; the  danger  immediate — the 

* The  fpeaker  Imputed  to  the  Eritifli  minifter  great  infincerity  in  quoting  his  words  in  1783, 
from  Woodfall’s  Report,  in  having  omitted  the  following  pointed  exprellion  of  his  fentiment:  — 
" He  Ihould  think  himfelf  indeed  unworthy  of  a feat  in  that  houfe,  or  of  the  name  of  Irilhman,  if 
“ he  could  content  to  barter  an  atom  of  the  conftitution  of  his  country  for  all  the  commerce  in  the 
“ world.” 

* F 2 


remedy 


964 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


remedy  diftant  and  uncertain.  He  deftroys  a conftitution  which  the  Irifh 
hold,  as  the  dear  facred  palladium  of  their  liberty,  and  would  perfuade  the 
world  there  would  be  more  zeal  in  Ireland,  when  the  conftitution  ftiould  no 
longer  remain,  to  animate  its  fpirit  and  invigorate  its  exertions. 

Another  advantage  mentioned^by  the  advocates  of  the  meafure  was  ftill 
more  ftrange,  namely,  that  it  would  tranquillize  Ireland.  If  a refident  parlia- 
ment, and  refident  gentry,  could  not  foften  the  manners,  and  amend  the 
habits,  or  promote  focial  intercourfe,  would  no  parliament,  and  fewer  refident 
gentry,  do  it  ? What  was  the  great  misfortune  with  refpeft  to  the  tenantry 
of  that  kingdom  ? The  middle-men,  who  intervene  between  tlie  owner  and  the 
aftual  occupier,  and  thefe  are  moftly  to  be  found  on  the  eftates  of  abfentees. 
It  had  remained  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  advance  a new  fyftem,  that  depriving  a 
country  of  its  native  refident  landlords,  encouraging  land-jobbers  and  land- 
pirates,  degrading  the  hofpitality  of  the  old  manfion-houfes  into  the  niggardly 
penury  of  agents  dwellings,  was  become  the  approved  modern  mode  of  mak- 
ing happy  and  contented  tenants,  of  forming  good  men  and  good  fubjedts. 

That  the  adding  to  the  bilhop’s  duty  of  attending  to  his  diocefe  the  new 
and  imperial  duty  of  quitting  the  kingdom  for  eight  months  in  the  year, 
was  the  bell  way  of  making  him  acquainted  with  his  clergy,  and  of  enforcing 
attention  to  their  pariftiioners. 

That  a parliament,  unacquainted  with  the  local  circumftances  of  a king- 
dom, ever  at  too  great  a diftance  to  receive  communication  or  information 
for  adminiftering  in  time  to  the  wants  or  willies  of  the  people,  or  to  guard 
againft  excelfes  or  difcontent,  v as  more  capable  of  ading  beneficially  than  the 
one,  which,  by  being  on  the  fpot,  and  acquainted  with  the  habits,  prejudices, 
and  difpofitions  of  their  fellow-fubjeds,  beftknew  how  to  apply  relief. 

In  adverting  to  the  late  treafon  and  rebellion,  there  they  applied  to  fadl. 
Could  any  parliament  fitting  in  Great  Britain  have  developed  the  fecret  fyf- 
tem of  confpiracy,  animated  the  loyal,  and  fupported  the  executive,  ivith  the 
efteft  that  very  parliament  had  done?  What  would  the' ridiculous  exhibi- 
tion have  been  at  that  time,  of  an  united  parliament  walking  through  St. 
James’s  park  with  their  addrefs,  and  yet  what  vigor  and  energy  did  the  inftant 
proceflion  of  near  two  hundred  members,  with  the  mace,  to  the  caftle,  give  to 
the  loyal  ardor  of  the  country  ; it  animated  the  loyal  fpirit  av  Inch  crulhed  the 
rebellion  before  a fingle  foldicr  could  arrive  from  England,  notwithftanding 
the  uncommon  exertions  made  there  to  expedite  their  failing. 
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The  extraordinary,  wife  and  neceffary  meafure  of  proclaiming  martial- 
law,  required  the  concurrence  of  parliament  to  fupport  the  executive.  The 
time  would  have  pad  by,  before  that  concurrence  could  have  been  atked  for, 
and  received  from  London  ; and  it  would  have  given  a faint  fupport,  coming 
from  ftrangers,  compared  with  the  impreffioii  of  its  fpringing  from  Irilhmen, 
all  liable  to  every  danger  and  inconvenience  from  its  operation,  and  yielding 
themfelves  and  their  properties  to  its  control. 

“ The  volunteers,  faid  the  fpeaker,  the  faviours  of  their  country  and  terror 
of  its  enemies,  when  their  great  v’ork  was  effected,  and  by  the  indifcreetnefs 
of  a few  leaders,  their  zeal  was  mitled,  and  they  began  to  exercife  the  func- 
tions of  parliament,  we  fpoke  out  tirmly — they  heard  our  voice  with  effect, 
and  took  our  advice,  inftantly  returning  to  cultivate  tlie  bleffings  of  peace. 

I aik  you,  Avould  equal  firmnefs  in  a parliament,  compofed  five  parts  in  fix  of 
ftrangers,  fitting  in  another  country,  have  had  the  fame  effect  ? You  know  it 
would  not.  Perfonal  charader,  refpe6t  to  individuals,  opinion  of  their  attach- 
ment to  one  common  country,  all  imprefledan  awe  which  was  irrefiftible.” 

After  having  fpoken  very  Avarmly  to  the  incompetency  of  parliament  to 
furrender  their  legiflative  poAvers,  he  clofed  his  fpeech  Avith  the  following  ad- 
drefs  to  his  countrymen  : 

“ Were  I to  addrefsthe  Catholics,  the  Proteflants,  and  all  religions,  I Avould 
“ fay,  your  country  is  in  danger;  a defperate  attempt  is  on  foot  to  feduce 
“ you  to  furrender  the  independence  of  your  parliament.  You  are  all  natives 
“ of  the  fame  ifland,  interefted  in  its  trade,  its  profperity,  its  freedom,  and  in 
“ all  the  bleffings  of  a glorious  and  happy  conftitution — bounden  by  every  tie 
“ of  duty  to  yourfelves,  your  country,  and  your  polferity,  topreferve  it,  join 
“ all  hands  and  hearts  together,  bring  the  veffel  into  port,  forget  all  family 
“ differences,  all  local  or  partial  jealoufies,  and  lave  Ireland,  fave  your  coun- 
“ try.  Tell  the  bold  minifter  Avho  Avants  to  take  away  your  conftitution,  that 
“ he  fliall  not  have  it,  that  you  Avill  not  be  his  dupe  ; that  you  love  Britain  as  ' 
“ a brother,  but  j’ou  Avill  be  his  brother,  not  his  dependent;  and  that  you 
“ Avill  not  degrade  yourfelves  from  an  independent  kingdom  into  an  abject 
colony. 

“ To  any  of  you  Avho  have  doubts  on  the  meafure,  I AA'Ould  fay,  thefe  very 
doubts  call  on  you  to  vote  againft  it.  Do  not  hazard  a change  Avhere  you 
have  a doubt,  a change  from  Avhich  there  is  no  return — accept  it,  you  have 
it  for  better  for  Avorfe,  you  never  can  untie  the  knot— no  appeal,  no  parlia- 
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ment  left,  to  hear,  to  argue,  or  to  fpeak  for  you ; and  if  the  ftep  you  take 

fliould  prove  wrong,  if  it  fliould  unfortunately  end  in  the  nation’s  calling 
“ again  for  her  old  conftitution,  and  the  politics  of  the  Bi  itifli  cabinet  fliould 
“ be  fo  defperate  as  not  to  liften  to  that  call,  think  of  the  dreadful  confe- 
“ quences,  of  which  you  may  be  the  caufe,  if  fatally  the  fliock  of  arms  fliould 
“ follow.  Even  to  you,  whofe  conviftion  is  clear,  I would  fay,  if  the  majo- 
“ rity  of  your  countrymen  think  differently  from  you,  if  even  a refpeclable 
“ part  of  them  only  think  fo,  do  not  reft  fo  confidently  on  your  own  judg- 
“ ments,  as  to  rifque  a meafure  which  you  cannot  undo  ; remember  then,  if 
“ the  direful  neceffity  fliould  ever  arrive  to  make  it  expedient,  you  may  eni- 
“ brace  it  when  you  pleafe,  but,  if  once  adopted,  it  is  irrecoverable.  Were  I 
“ fpeaking  in  another  affembly,  and  if  in  fuch  affembly  any  member  fat  re- 
“ turned  for  a borough,  Adhere  the  Avifhes  of  the  electors  followed  the  voice 
“ of  fome  one  individual,  by  Avhich  he  became  to  have  an  habitual  fuperio- 
“ rity,  and  of  courfe  a Itrong  interell  in  its  prefervation  (I  do  not  fay  fuch  a 
“ cafe  exifts  here,  though  it  might  not  be  unparliamentary  to  fuppofe  it),  I 
“ would  tell  him,  he  is  a truftee,  and,  Avithout  pofitive  and  diredt  defire,  he 
“ fliould  not  do  an  a6t  Avliich  is  to  annihilate  the  intereft  he  is  entrufted  Avith. 
“ No,  no — let  all  join  in  cherifliing  the  parliament— it  is  a good  one,  and  has 
“ done  its  duty— it  has  proved  itfelf  competent  to  eA^ry  purpofe  of  legifla- 
“ tion,  to  procure  peace,  and  to  put  doAvn  rebellion.  Refufe  the  meafure,  but 
“ refufe  it  Avith  calmnefs  and  dignity.  Let  not  the  offer  of  it  leffen  your 
“ attachment  or  Aveaken  your  affe61ion  to  Britain  ; and  proA’e  that  you  are, 
“ and  wifli  to  be  (as  the  Duke  of  Portland  told  you  that  you  Avere)  ‘ indif- 
“ folubly  connefted  Avith  Great  Britain,  one  in  unity  of  conftitution  and  unity 
“ of  intereft.’  But,  aboA'e  all,  reA^re  and  fteadily  preferve  that  conftitution 
“ Avhich  Avas  confirmed  to  you  under  his  adminiftration  in  1782,  and  irhich 
“ has  gi\'en  you  Avealth,  trade,  profperity,  freedom,  and  independence.” 

Lord  Caftlcreagh  replied  rather  fully,  and  obferved,  that  the  fpeaker  and 
his  friends,  purfued  aline  of  conduct  more  calculated  to  agitate  and  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  people,  than  to  allay  heats  and  foften  animofities. 

Having  combated  the  fpeaker’s  alfertions  Avith  regard  to  commerce  and 
other  topics,  his  lordfhip  lamented  that  any  doubts  of  parliamentary  compe- 
tency had  been  ftarted.  That  principle  might,  he  faid,  be  defined  to  be  the 
right  of  parliament  to  confult  in  every  cafe  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the 
people ; and  no  man  could  queftion  it,  Avho  knew  or  A^alued  the  conftitution. 
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The  oppofite  doctrine  Avas  pregnant  with  inifchief,  and  might,  if  it  fhould  be 
encouraged,  be  applied  to  the  moft  feditious  purpofes.  On  the  topic  of  reli- 
gious divifions,  he  vindicated  the  jealoufy  which  was  felt  by  the  Proteftants, 
adding,  that  a more  liberal  fyftem  of  policy  might  be  purfued  after  an  Union 
with  fullfecurity. 

i\Ir.  Georo-e  Ponfonbv  concurred  with  iMr.  Fofter.  The  true  reafon,  which 
had  induced  the  Britilh  minifter  to  propofe  the  fcheme  was,  a defire  of  ob- 
taining a complete  dominion  over  Ireland,  and  of  drawing  as  much  money 
as  he  could  from  that  kingdom,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  continue  a con- 
teft,  which  Britain  could  no  longer  fuppoit  alone.  But  he  hoped  that  the 
fpirit  of  the  Iridi  would  not  fuffer  fuch  views  to  prevail,  and  that  the  members 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  they  were  only  truftees,  would  not  dare  to  fur- 
render  the  rights  of  the  people  without  their  confent. 

About  the  half  hour  paft  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  queftion  was 
put  and  carried  unanimoufly  upon  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  firft  amendment:  but  as 
he  was  proceeding  to  move  the  other  amendments  the  attorney  general  moved 
the  neceffity  of  the  chairman’s  reporting  progrefs  at  that  advanced  hour;  to 
which  ]\Ir.  Fitzgerald  having  agreed,  Mr.  Rochford  reported  progrefs  and 
obtained  leave  to  fit  again. 

When  the  regency  bill  Avas  again  difeuffed  on  the  1 8th  of  April,  the  ma- 
jority did  not  find  it  an  adequate  remedy  for  the  evils  of  parliamentary  va- 
riance, and  it  was  poftponed  to  the  1 ft  of  Auguft:  and  thus  loft  for  the  feffion. 

Though  the  miniftry  had  gained  an  advantage  in  the  rejedion  of  the  re- 
gency bill,  it  did  not  infpire  them  with  fufficient  confidence  to  rifque  another 
difeuffion  of  the  fubjedt,  Avhile  the  public  mind  was  fo  much  on  the  fret.  It 
was  therefore  refolved  that  the  full  developement  of  the  unpopular  fcheme 
lliould  be  deferred  to  the  next  feffion;  thus  prolonging  the  chapter  of  acci- 
dents, fo  liable  to  be  affecled  by  the  exertions,  influence,  and  fifeal  refources 
of  government. 

About  this  time  commenced  a very  fingular  fyftem  of  members  fiiifting 
their  feats  in  parliament  according  to  their  various  feelings  and  fentiments, 
and  in  fome  inftances  according  to  the  moft  unaccountable  modes  of  fquar- 
ing  their  honors  and  confciences  on  this  critical  and  important  meafure.  It 
would  be  both  falfe  and  ftupid  to  deny  that  the  Avhole  powers  of  government 
patronage,  influence,  and  emolument,  were  now  devoted  to  the  profelytizing 
for  the  Union.  Both  in  and  out  of  parliament  the  oppofite  parties  exerted 
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their  refpe6live  means  of  attra6lion  and  fediidlion  with  the  utmoft  vigor  and 
zeal,  and  it  mnll  be  admitted,  not  in  all  inftances,  with  the  utmoft  delicacy 
and  correclnefs.  No  political  queftion  was  ever  moved,  that  more  Avannly 
interefted  its  advocates  and  opponents:  their  exertions  and  means  were  pro- 
portioned to  their  earneftnefs  and  zeal.  An  accommodating  cafiiillry  reconciled 
fome  of  the  political  combatants  to  quit  the  field  for  a valuable  confideration 
in  order  to  let  in  others  to  fight  the  battle  they  w'ere  afliamed  to  engage  in; 
thus  fqueamhhly  refufing  the  wages  of  proftitution,  whilfi;  they  enhanced 
their  demands  for  procuration. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  Lord  Caftlereagh  moved,  that  the  houfe  fliould  ad- 
journ to  the  ift  of  June:  and  amongft  other  motions,  of  courfe,  Mr.  M.  Ma- 
fon  moved  that  the  fpeaker  fliould  iflue  his  writ  for  the  borough  of  Kilmalloe 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Oliver,  who-had  accepted  the  efcheatorfliip  of  Munfter, 
when  Mr.  Dawfon  faid,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  writ  being  ilfued,  but 
at  the  fame  time  would  take  occafion  to  afic  the  noble  lord  on  the  treafury 
bench,  v liy  the  efcheatorfliip  of  Munfter  had  been  given  to  the  gentleman, 
in  wliofe  room  the  writ  of  eledtion  was  required,  and  refufed  to  an  honorable 
friend  of  his,  (Colonel  Cole)  who  having  been  appointed  to  ferve  in  the  ifland 
of  Corfu  as  a Britifli  officer,  aflved  the  noble  lord  for  that  nominal  place,  the 
efcheatorfliip  of  Munfter,  in  order,  that  as  he  could  not  difcharge  his  duty  to 
his  fovereign  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  fulfil  the  trull  repofed  in  him 
by  his  conftituents,  they  might  not  lofe  an  opportunity  of  having  their  intereft 
fairly  flip  ported  in  parliament;  and  he  had  been  refufed!  Thefadl  was,  and  he 
called  on  the  noble  lord  to  deny  it  if  he  could,  that  the  efcheatorfliip  of  Mun- 
fter was,  in  this  inftance,  refufed,  becaufe  the  electors  of  Ennilkillen  had  fixed 
on  a relative  of  the  honorable  colonel  as  his  fucceftbrin  that  houfe,  who  would 
fupport  the  independence  of  his  country  againft  the  proje<5l  of  an  Union,  be- 
caufe it  was  intended  that  Colonel  Cole’s  feat  in  the  Irifli  parliament  fliould 
be  filled  by  a gentleman  (Mr,  Balfour)  who  had  already  confpicuoufty  ma- 
nifefted  his  refpect  and  attachment  to  that  parliament,  by  the  refolutions 
which  he  brought  forward  in  the  county  of  Louth  in  oppofition  to  the  mea- 
fure  of  an  Union;  he  called  upon  the  noble  lord  as  a minifter  a6ling  upon  fair 
and  honeft  principles,  to  come  forward  and  candidly  avow  what  were  his  mo- 
tives for  adling  by  his  honorable  friend  in  a manner  fo  apparently  partial  and 
unhandfome.  It  was  an  explanation  which  the  noble  lord  owed  to  hinifdf, 
to  that  houfe,  and  to  the  country, 
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Afr.  Prime  Serjeant  faid,  that  his  right  honorable  friend  who  fat  befide  him, 
would  he  very  much  wanting  to  the  duty  he  owed  his  ibvereign,  and  to  the 
fituation  in  which  he  flood,  if  he  were  to  enter  into  any  explanation,  or  af- 
fign  to  any  individual  of  that  houfe,  the  motives  intluencing  him  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  a prerogative  of  the  crown ; to  do  fo  were  in  elFect  to  refign  that  pre- 
rogative^  and  betray  the  interefts  of  his  Ibvereign. 

Air,  O’Donnel  violently  fupported  Mr.  Dawfon. 

Colonel  Cole  was  refiifed  the  efcheatorlhip  of  Aluniter  in  the  expectation 
that  he  muft  either  ftay  at  home  and  refign  his  regiment,  or  go  abroad,  and 
thereby  give  a vote  more  to  the  mimfter  on  the  next  difculfion  of  his  favorite 
meafure, 

Mr.  Arthur  Aloore  did  not  conceive  how  minifters  could  jultify  fuch  a par- 
tial and  unfair  exercife  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crow'ii,  unlefs  they  were  de- 
teitnined  openly  and  broadly  to  confefs  and  declare  (that  which  every  day's 
events  rendered  ufelefs  for  them  longer  to  conceal)  that  they  w’ere  relblved  to 
carry  the  meafure  of  Union  by  any,  and  by  every  means,  and  to  ufe  all  the 
engines  and  influence  of  power,  and  the  infidious  practices  of  fraud  and  un- 
fair dealing,  to  bring  about  its  completion.  Sir,  there  is  no  man  who  is  an 
attentive  obferver  of  public  occurrences,  and  who  keeps  an  eye  on  the  mea- 
fure of  the  adminiftration,  w'ho  mult  not  have  feen,  and  feen  with  affliction, 
tliat  the  meafures  w’hich  had  been  taken,  and  were  now  in  daily  and  unre- 
mitting practice,  to  effectuate  the  Union,  were  fuch  as  no  honell:  man  could 
juftity,  which,  w hile  they  damped  the  authors  of  them  with  indelible  difgrace, 
muft  render  the  incorporation  of  the  legillatures  of  the  two  countries,  if  car- 
ried, impermanent,  and  the  difcontents  and  calamities  of  that  nation  eternal. 
Was  it  not  enough  that  the  whole  authority  of  the  court,  both  ordinary  and 
extraordinary,  was  exerted  to  bring  about  the  meafure,  and  that  upon  a fuil 
and  fair  difculfion  of  its  merits,  it  was  rejected  by  the  unbought  and  uninflu- 
enced fenfe  of  the  reprefen  tatives  of  the  people?  Was  it  not  enough  that  iince 
that  period,  the  efforts  of  corruption  had  been  redoubled,  that  promiles  w'ere 
lavillied,  and  ftipulations  made  for  offices  and  honors,  that  their  liberties  were 
brought  to  market  overt,  where  every  dilhoneft  man  might  fell  and  buy,  but 
where  no  honeft  man  was  permitted  to  ihew  his  face?  Is  it  not  enough  that 
the  public  fenfe  was  daily  mifreprefented  by  fables  and  falfe  reports  of  change 
of  fentiment,  of  converfion  from  error,  of  majorities  in  favor  of  the  meafure 
in  that  houfe?  Was  it  not  enough  that  the  lifter  kingdom  and  the  Britilli  ca- 
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binet,  were  evidently  and  defignedly  milled  and  mifinformed,  as  to  the  real 
Rate  of  public  opinion  in  that  country?  Was  it  not  enough,  that  the  public 
money  was  peiwerted  to  the  purpofe  of  extinguillung  tbe  free  and  fair  com- 
munication of  opinion,  and  of  corrupting  the  prefs,  to  become  the  vehicle  of 
falfe  Itatement,  of  perfonal  calumniation,  and  of  libel  on  the  Irilh  parliament? 
Would  not  thefe  means,  thefe  efforts,  content  them?  Were  they  not  fatisfied 
with  having  the  purfe  and  the  power  of  the  country  in  their  hands,  and  ac- 
tively employed  in  forwarding  their  views?  Were  they  not  content  with  pur- 
chaling  the  mercenary  aid  of  every  hireling  fcribbler,  and  circulating  gratis 
the  wicked,  feditious,  (he  thought  in  fome  inftances  little  lliort  of)  treafon- 
able  publications  of  interefted  or  ignorant  men,  through  the  medium  of  the 
public  poft-office,  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  while  the  communication  of 
every  publication  in  favor  of  the  legiflative  independence  of  Ireland  was  not 
only  withholden  but  forbidden?  Were  they  not  fatislied  to  fap  and -under- 
mine their  conllitution  by  the  flow  and  lilent  approaches  of  unremitting 
corruption,  but  muft  it  be  openly  and  boldly  aflailed  by  an  undifguifed  ag- 
greflion  upon  the  privileges  and  independence  of  parliament?  So  unjuft  and 
partial  an  exercife  of  the  prerogative  was  highly  difgraceful  to  the  admini- 
ftration,  and  an  unpardonable  invafion  of  the  privileges  of  that  houfe;^  the 
efcheatorfliips  of  the  provinces  were  become  mere  nominal  offices,  exclufively 
applicable  to  the  purpofe  of  occafional  vacation  of  the  feats  of  this  houfe,  in 
order  either  to  accommodate  any  member  who  might  wifli  to  retire  from  par- 
liament altogether,  or  be  eligible  for  another  feat,  or  to  gratify  the  ele6tors  of 
any  particular  place,  by  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  electing  whatever 
perfon  they  Ihould  think  moft  worthy  of  the  truft  of  reprefenting  them. 
Was  this  the  ufe  made  of  the  like  nominal  offices  in  England,  viz.  the  ftew- 
ardlhips  of  the  three  Chiltern  hundreds,  &c.  Avhich  Mr.  Hatfell  Rated  had 
been,  fmee  the  year  1750,  made  ufe  of  for  the  convenience  of  all  parties, 
and  which  the  minifters  of  England  have  uniformly  and  impartially  fo  applied 
for  the  purpofe  of  accommodation,  where  the  feat  has  not  been  vacated  for 
any  pecuniary  confideration. 

If  that  houfe  convinced  as  it  muft  be  of  the  fa6t,  would  not  reprobate  and 
punifli  it,  it  would  be  better  to  fubmit  at  once  to  the  vaflalage  and  fervility 
prepared  for  them,  it  would  be  better  to  yield  the  conftitution  with  a good 
grace,  than  to  have  it  taken  from  them  by  fraud,  foul  dealing,  and  indiredl 
means,  it  would  be  better  to  embrace  with  courage  the  inRant  death  of  an  union, 
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than  to  enjoy  for  a time  a precarious  and  painful  exiftence,  with  tlie  melan- 
choly certainty  before  their  eyes  of  clofing  their  career  in  ultimate  and  inevi- 
table diflblution. 

IMr.  Plunkett  fpoke  with  great  warmth  on  the  fame  fide,  the  quefiion  had 
been  brought  into  that  houfe  accompanied  by  the  execrations  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  the  proud  boaft,  and  childilli  hope,  on 
the  part  of  the  noble  lord,  that  it  would  be  carried  by  a triumphant  majority ; 
it  was  difmiffed  and  defeated  by  the  inftincl,  and  the  reafon,  and  the  virtue, 
and  the  talents,  and  the  property  of  the  country.  Let  it  not  then  be  faid 
that  the  Union  had  been'defeated  by  a faction,  unlefs  it  were  that  fabtion,  to 
whom  it  was  owing,  that  a veftige  of  the  Britilli  government  was  frill  to  be 
traced  in  the  country,  without  whom  they  would  have  loft  Ireland  in  the  laft 
year,  and  without  whom  they  could  not  hold  it  during  the  next.  At  firft 
the  noble  lord  profefled  that  no  man  lliould  be  allowed  to  vacate,  unlefs  he 
gave  fatisfablory  alfurance  that  his  feat  was  not  to  be  fold.  He  Rated  it  as  a 
fadl,  and  defired  to  be  contradicled  if  it  were  not  fo,  that  the  noble  lord  had 
totally  abandoned  that  principle,  which  he  admitted  was  a fair  and  honorable 
one ; he  Rated  it  as  a fabl,  that  Rnce  he  made  that  profelRon  he  had  allowed 
feats  to  be  vacated,  where  he  knew  that  money  was  to  be  given  by  the  fuccef- 
for,  and  that  he  had  refufed  permiflion  to  vacate  as  in  the  inftance  of  the  ho- 
norable colonel,  where  he  knew  that  no  money  was  to  be  given.  He  Rated  it 
as  a faft,  that  it  was  publicly  avowed  by  government,  that  voting  or  not  vo- 
ting for  the  Union,  was  the  foie  rule  by  which  the  permiflion  to  vacate  fliould 
be  regulated.  Would  any  man  after  that  he  fo  fenfelefs,  as  to  believe  that  go- 
vernment wiRied  for  the  fair  fenfe  of  the  parliament  or  of  the  people;  would 
they  deny,  that  they  had  purchafed  the  newfpapers  to  admit  publications  only 
on  one  tide?  Would  they  deny,  that  they  had  inftrucled  Iheriffs  to  prevent  the 
fenfe  of  the  counties  being  collected  by  the  convening  of  county  meetings? 
Were  they  ready  now  to  have  the  counties  of  Ireland  convened  and  to  abide  the 
teft  of  their  declarations  on  the  queftion?  It  was  notorious  that  the  power 
of  government  had  been  Rrained  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom,  to  prevent 
the  fenfe  of  the  people  from  being  declared.  He  was  informed,  that  their 
emifl’aries  actually  defcended  fo  low  as  to  threaten  a publican  in  the  city  of 
Cork,  that  his  licence  Rioiild  be  withdrawn,  if  he  ventured  to  receive  into  his 
houfe  a number  of  gentlemen,  who  afterwards  affixed  their  fignatures  to  an 
addrefs,  thanking  the  parliament  for  having  rejedled  the  Union.  They  were 
told  diRin6lly,  that  the  meafure  was  not  to  be  prefled  againft  the  fenfe  of  par- 
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liament  and  people,  but  whilft  they  lliewed  that  they  were  ftraining  every  nerve 
to  corrupt  the  fenfe  of  parliament,  and  to  ftifle  the  voice  of  the  people,  they 
could  not  he  believed. 

The  attorney  general  ftrongly  recommended  to  the  minifter  to  keep  the  dif- 
pofal  of  offices  to  himfelf,  and  not  to  betray  that  part  of  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  by  anfwering  the  interrogatories  of  any  member  of  that  houfe. 

]\Ir.  J.  C.  Beresford  atked  how  would  it  appear  to  the  people  of  the  country 
when  they  ffiould  fee  members  of  that  houfe,  who  were  adverfe  to  the  mea- 
fure  of  an  Union,  and  who  happened  to  hold  rank  in  the  Britiffi  army,  fent 
out  of  the  country  in  order  to  thin  the  houfe,  and  give  a majority  to  govern- 
ment, and  when  it  ffiould  be  feen  that  the  place  bill  was  made  a tool  of  in  the 
hands  of  government,  to  enflave  parliament,  intlead  of  maintaining  it  free. 

Hon.  F.  Hutchinfon,  called  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  to  order,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  recalling  his  attention  to  the  queftion  under  debate,  and  not  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  his  honorable  friend  could  fucceed  in  his  endeavour  to  in- 
flame the  people.  The  feafon  for  that  delufion  was  now  paft:  the  difcuffions, 
which  had  taken  place  in  both  countries  had  informed  the  public  judgment, 
and  it  was  too  late  now  to  pradlife  any  delufion  upon  it  with  effeft.  He  faid, 
that  to  the  beft  of  his  obfervation,  there  was  a flrong  growing  fentiment  in 
favor  of  the  Union  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Fie  fpoke  more  parti- 
cularly of  the  South,  where  his  connexions  lay ; he  faid  he  believed  it  to  be 
true,  that  fifteen  parts  out  of  fixteen  of  the  property  of  the  county  of  Cork 
had,  by  public  refolutions,  declared  their  opinion  in  favor  of  the  meafure, 
that  the  fentiment  of  a moft  numerous  and  refpeftable  meeting  holden  in  Cork 
had  been  long  fmce  known;  that  he  had  taken  pains  to  inform  himfelf  of  the 
opinion  of  the  county  of  Kerry,  and  that  he  had  the  beft  grounded  reafons  to 
think  that  nearly  the  whole  weight  of  the  property  of  that  county  was  favor- 
able to  the  Union.  He  faid,  he  referred  to  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  only, 
with  which  he  happened  to  be  particularly  conne6ted;  that  from  thefe  and 
limilar  fa6ls,  which  other  gentlemen  might  ftate  from  their  local  knowledge, 
he  defired  permiffion  to  controvert  the  aflertion  fo  often  repeated,  that  the 
fenfe  of  the  majority  of  the  nation  v'as  adverfe  to  the  Union.  He  faid,  he  could 
not  help  obferving,  that  this  aflertion  contained  in  itfelf  a monftrous  aflump- 
tion,  when  it  was  a fact  which  could  not  be  controverted,  that  the  Catholics, 
who  compofed  that  majority,  had,  as  a body,  cautioufly  refrained  from  de- 
livering any  public  opinion  upon  the  queftion.  Having  mentioned  the  Ca- 
tholic body,  he  ftated,  among  other  grounds  of  argument,  that  he  fuftained 
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the  Union,  principally  becaufe  it  was  his  firm  perfuafion,  that  it  would  have 
the  effeft  of  reftoring  to  the  Catholics  their  juft  rights,  and  would  place  them 
in  a fttuation  of  perfe6l  equality  with  their  proteftant  fellow-fubje61;s ; that  in 
fpeaking  of  Ireland,  it  ought  always  to  be  remembered,  that  no  nation  had 
ever  been  in  this  refpe6l  fimilarly  circumftanced.  He  faid,  it  was  time  to 
apply  a remedy  to  the  evils  arifing  from  that  exclulion,  and  that  conceiving 
the  Union  to  be  that  remedy,  he  would  fuftain  it  whenfoever  brought  before 
parliament,  confidering  it  as  a meafure  calculated,  among  other  wife  purpofes, 

' to  heal  the  diffentions  of  that  country,  and  to  ftrengthen  and  cement  the 
force  of  the  empire.  He  begged  leave,  before  he  fat  down,  to  advert  to  fome 
obfervations,  which  had  been  made  on  the  condu6f;  of  flieriffs.  He  had  the 
honor  of  handing  in  that  fttuation  for  the  county  of  Tipperary.  He  had  been 
applied  to  to  call  a meeting  of  certain  baronies,  and  afterwards  had  received 
a requifition  to  convene  the  county,  to  confider  of  the  queftion  of  a legiflative 
Union:  he  had  declined  to  comply  with  either  of  thefe  requifitions ; but  in  fo 
doing,  he  acted  in  compliance  with  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  majority  of 
the  rank  and  property  of  that  great  county,  whofe  fentiments  he  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  confult,  and  by  whofe  fentiments  he  had  been  diredled.  They 
conceived,  from  the  difturbed  ftate  of  the  country,  among  other  reafons,  that 
the  time  for  this  meeting  was  inopportune;  they  had  ftated  this  opinion  to 
him  in  a public  paper,  conceived  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  His  opinion  coin- 
cided with  theirs,  and  he  had  acted  accordingly. 

]\Ir.  G.  Ponfonby,  and  alfo  ]Mr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby  fpoke  very  warmly  againft 
this  abufc  of  the  prerogative  for  the  unfair  j)urpofe  of  biaffing  the  parliament ; 
and  a very  irregular  and  intemperate  debate  enfued.  Amongft  the  fpeakers 
]\Ir.  iMartin  took  an  opportunity  of  enlarging  upon  the  merits  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s adminiftration. 

Was  it  not  by  his  wifdom,  more  than  by  his  arms,  that  the  rebellion  had 
been  put  down?  Had  not  the  expectation  of  his  clemency  done  as  much  to 
preferve  Ireland,  as  the  terror  of  his  power?  Had  he  liftened  to  intemperate, 
bigoted  councils,  and  counfellors,  when  the  French  landed  at  Killala,  the  rebel- 
lion would  have  raged  in  every  county  as  much  as  it  had  in  Wexford  and  at  the 
battle  of  New-Rofs;  by  his  mercy  he  conquered  the  rebels,  for  he  feparated 
from  them  thofe  who  were  forced  by  terror,  or  even  thofe  who  u^re  deluded. 
But  his  excellency  boafted  a better  conqueft ; it  is  one  over  himfelf,  over 
his  own  nature,  Mdien  his  duty  forbad  him  to  fpare  thofe,  who  by  irreclaimable 
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Avickednefs  became  the  proper  objects  of  punifliment ; and  where  real  objects 
of  punifliment  had  been  found,  he  defied  the  calumniators  of  his  adminif- 
tration  not  to  allow,  that  his  excellency  confidered  with  a mild  firmnefs  what 
was  due  to  juftice  as  well  as  to  humanity. 

There  n'ere  three  oi-  four  individuals,  who  blamed,  vvdiat  almofi;  as  many 
millions  approved.  The  Marquis  Cornwallis  did  not  fubmit  to  be  the  pliant, 
docile  pupil  of  thofe,  who  ufed  to  command  when  it  was  their  duty  to  obey, 
but  without  fuch  affiftance,  and  in  defiance  even  of  their  own  machinations, 
he  had  favTd  Ireland.  That  he  had  faved  Ireland,  witnefs  the  confidence  of 
a difciplined  array  : witnefs  the  confidence  which  the  country  had  in  them, 
and  which  both  had  in  the  name  of  Cornwallis.  That  he  had  faved  Ireland, 
witnefs  again  the  repofe  of  every  part  of  the  Ifland,  with  an  enemy  hovering 
on  the  coaft,  and  known  to  be  deftined  for  invafion.  Why  did  they  not 
hear  of  a rebel  army  afiembling?  For  this  reafon,  that  no  country  was  ever 
in  a better  ftate  of  preparation.  Did  his  excellenc}'  accomplifli  that  by  con- 
fulting  any  of  the  great  parliamentary  undertakers  ? No,  he  was  enabled 
only  to  accomplifli  it  by  feparating  from  them,  from  that  faction  who  expelled 
one  commander  in  chief,  and  obliged  the  late  lord  lieutenant  to  apply  for 
his  recall.  Thofe  were  the  acts,  on  which  the  public  would  decide  the  merits 
of  his  excellency’s  adminiftration,  and  not  on  hearing  to  whom  the  office  of 
efeheator  had  been  granted  or  refufed. 

The  debate  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  which  was 
carried  by  the  minifter,  there  having  been  on  the  divifion  47  for,  and  33 
again  ft  it. 

The  houfe  having  adjourned  to  the  ift  of  June,  the  commons  attended 
their  fpeaker  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  his  excellency  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech  * from  the  throne. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I HAVE  received  his  majefty’s  commands  to  releafe  you 
“ from  your  further  attendance  in  j>arlianient,  in  order  that  the  v^arious  parts 
“ of  the  kingdom,  which  are  ftill  agitated  by  the  projects  of  the  difaffected 
“ may  reap  the  advantage  of  your  more  immediate  vigilance  and  protection. 

“ I am  at  the  fame  time  to  thank  you  in  his  majefty’s  name  for  the  con- 
“ tinned  and  uiidiminiffied  zeal,  which  you  have  manifefted  for  counteracting 
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“ the  wicked  plots  of  internal  confpirators,  and  for  the  defeat  of  every  hoftile 
“ attempt,  which  the  defperation  of  the  enemy  may  meditate. 

“ The  fituation  of  affairs  on  the  continent  has  been  materially  improved  in 
“ the  period,  which  has  elapfed  fince  the  commencement  of  the  fefllion.  The 
“ fignal  advantages  already  obtained  by  the  Auftrian  arms,  and  the  vigorous 
“ and  decifive  exertions  on  the  part  of  Ruffia,  muft  be  fubjects  of  great  joy 
“ and  congratulation  of  all,  who  can  eftimate  the  value  of  eftablilhed  order  and 
“ legitimate  government.  I know  the  pleafure  you  muft  derive  from  the 
“ confoling  profpect  that  Ireland  may  be  ultimately  refeued  from  the  ra- 
“ vaging  arms  and  the  defolating  principles  of  France. 

“ Gentleiiex  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I THANK  you  in  his  majefty’s  name  for  the  large  and 
“ extraordinary  fupply,  which  you  have  fo  honorably  voted  to  meet  every 
“ whh  of  the  government  and  every  exigency  of  the  ftate.  You  muft  reflect 
“ with  the  higheft  fatisfaction  upon  the  liberal  co-operation,  Avhich  in  every 
“ moment  of  difficulty  you  have  experienced  from  the  Britifli  parliament; 
“ and  I have  the  fulleft  confidence,  that  the  public  fpirit  of  this  country  will 
“ not  be  found  inferior  to  that  of  Great  Britain  in  fubmitting  to  fuch  tem- 
“ porary  burthens  as  the  fafety  of  the  communit}'  may  require. 

“ I fincerely  regret  that  fo  extenfive  a demand  fliould  be  made  upon  your 
**  liberality,  but  when  no  meafure  has  been  left  untried  by  the  malice  of  our 
enemies  to  fever  this  kingdom  from  the  Britifli  empire,  and  to  involve  you 
“ in  all  the  horrors  of  rebellion  and  maflacre,  you  have  difplayed  true  wif- 
“ dom  in  proportioning  your  exertions  to  the  bleffings  you  have  to  preferve, 
“ and  the  miferies  you  have  to  avert. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I AM  to  return  you  his  majefty's  acknowledgments  for 
“ the  many  important  meafures  you  have  accompliflied  this  feffion.  Your 
“ liberality  and  juftice  to  thofe  who  have  fuftered  from  their  loyalty  will  con- 
“ firm  the  exertions  of  the  well-difpofed,  and  your  judicious  provifions  for 
“ the  regulation  of  paper  currency  are  calculated  to  preferve  its  credit  from 
“ depreciation  without  dimini ffiing  the  neceftary  circulations. 

“ I am  fenfible  of  the  confidence,  which  you  have  repofed  in  me,  byena- 
“ bling  me  to  exercife  the  powers  of  martial  law  in  the  manner  beft  adapted 
“ to  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  country.  It  will  be  my  care  to  employ 
“ thofe  powers  for  the  purpofes,  for  which  they  were  given,  by  taking  the  moft 
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effe6i:ual  and  fummary  meafures  for  the  fuppreffion  and  punidiment  of  re- 
“ hellions  proceedings  interfering  as  little  as  polTible  with  the  ordinary 
“ adininiftration  of  jultice  among  his  inajefty’s  peaceable  fubjedts. 

“ I have  his  majefty’s  particular  commands  to  acquaint  you,  that  a joint 
“ addrefs  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  been  laid 
“ before  his  majefty,  accompanied  by  refolutions  propofing  and  recom- 
“ mending  a complete  and  entire  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
“ to  be  eftablillied  by  the  mutual  confent  of  both  parliaments,  founded  on 
equal  and  liberal  principles,  on  the  fimilarity  of  laws,  conftitution  and 
“ government,  and  on  a fenfe  of  ’mutual  intereft  and  alfeftions.  His  ma- 
“ jefty  Avill  receive  the  greateft  fatisfadlion  in  witnefling  the  accomplilliment 
“ of  a lyftem,  which  by  allaying  the  unhappy  diftraftions  too  long  prevalent 
“ in  Ireland,  and  by  promoting  the  fecurity,  wealth  and  commerce  of  his 
“ refpedlive  kingdoms,  muR  afford  them  at  all  times,  and  efpecially  in  the 
“ prefent  moment,  the  heft  means  of  jointly  oppofmg  an  effectual  refiftance 
“ to  the  deftru6live  projects  of  foreign  and  domettic  enemies;  and  his  ma- 
“ jefiy,  as  the  common  father  of  his  people,  muft  look  forward  with  earneft 
“ anxiety  to  the  moment  when  in  conformity  to  the  fentiments,  wilhes  and  real 
“ intereft  of  his  fubjedts  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  they  may  all  be  infe- 
“ parably  united  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  bleflings  of  a free  conftitution, 
“ in  the  fupport  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  his  majefty’s  croAvn,  and  in  the 
“ prefervation  and  advancement  of  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  whole 
“ Britifti  empire. 

“ I feel  moft  fenfibly  the  arduous  fituation,  in  which  I am  placed,  and  the 
“ weight  of  the  truft,  which  his  majefty  has  impofed  upon  me  at  this  moft  im- 
“ portant  crifis;  but  if  I ftiould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  carry  this  great  meafure, 
“ I ftiall  think  the  labours  and  anxieties  of  a life  devoted  to  the  fervice  of 
“ my  country  amply  repaid,  and  lhall  retire  with  the  confcious  fatisfadlion 
“ that  I have  had  fome  lhare  in  averting  from  his  majefty’s  dominions 
“ thofe  dangers  and  calamities,  which  have  overfpread  fo  large  a portion  of 
“ Europe.” 

Violent  as  were  the  effecis  of  the  oppofite  exertions  to  forward  and  refill 
the  Union  in  Ireland,  in  Great  Britain  the  projedl  excited  but  a flight  degree 
of  attention  or  intereft.  Many  confidered  it  as  a meafure,  that  promifed  little 
benefit  and  threatened  little  inconvenience  to  either  country.  Even  the 
moft  violent  Unionifts  were  not  fo  fanguine,  as  to  conclude  that  all  its  good 
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effects  would  Ije  rapid  or  immediate;  though  fome  lefs  attentive  to  the  real 
Rate  of  Ireland,  vainly  imagined  that  her  evils  and  miferies  would  inftantly 
difappear  upon  her  union  with  Great  Britain. 

When  the  feffion  of  the  Britifli  parliament  clofed  on  the  12th  of  July,  the 
king,  after  expreffing  his  joy  at  the  comparatively  tranquil  Rate  of  Ireland, 
obferved,  that  the  ultimate  fecurity  of  that  country  could  alone  be  eftablifhed 
by  its  “ intimate  and  entire  union”  with  Great  Britain.* 

Ireland  was  now  neither  convulfed  with  rebellion,  nor  perfe6tly  tranquil. 
Several  counties  (the  Anti-unionifts  faid  for  carrying  the  union)  were  pro- 
claimed. The  prefence  of  numerous  troops  kept  the  mal-contents  in  awe  and 
repreffed  diforder ; the  extraordinary  powers  of  courts  martial  diffufed  through 
the  realm  an  effective  terror.  Some  infults,  outrages,  and  depredations,  how- 
ever, were  committed  ; inveterate  animofity  inflamed  the  public  mind,  and 
the  queftion  of  union  aggravated  the  bittcrnefs  of  conteft. 

If  credit  be  allowed  the  reports  of  the  Anti-unionifts,  the  meaneR  artifices 
were  pra6lifed  to  obtain  fignatures  to  the  feveral  addreffes;  and  the  loweft 
of  the  rabble  were  invited  to  fubfcribe  their  names  or  affix  their  marks.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  tlnionifis  accufed  their  opponents  of  having  had  recourfe 
to  fcandaloLis  mifreprefentations,  and  of  having  abufed  the  credulity  of  the 
populace  by  fliamelefs  impofitions.  Thefe  mutual  charges  and  recriminations 
were  unfortunately  but  too  well  founded. 

The  influence  of  government  was  furprifingly  forwarded  by  the  progrefs 

* Thus  his  luajefty  fpoke  with  reference  to  Ireland.  (^Eng.  Deb.  f.  578.J  " I have  the 

" fatisfaftion  of  feeing,  that  internal  tranquillity  is  in  fome  degree  reftored  in  my  kingdom  of 
“ Ireland. 

" The  removal  of  the  only  remaining  naval  force  of  the  enemy  to  a diftant  quarter  mull  nearly 
" extinguiili  even  the  precarious  hope,  which  the  traitorous  and  difaffeded  have  entertained  of 
" foreign  affiftance. 

" But  our  great  reliance  for  the  immediate  fafety  of  that  country  muft  ftill  reft  on  tlie  experi- 
" enced  zeal  and  bravery  of  my  troops  of  all  defcriptions,  and  on  the  unfhaken  loyalty  and  volun- 
" tary  exertions  of  my  faithful  fubjefts  in  both  kingdoms. 

" Its  ultimate  fecurity  can  alone  be  enfured  by  its  intimate  and  entire  Union  with  Great  Britain; 
“ and  I am  happy  to  obferve,  that  the  fentiments  manifefted  by  numerous  and  refpedable  defcrip- 
tions  of  my  Irifti  fubjeds,  juftify  the  hope,  that  the  accompli ftiment  of  this  great  and  falutary 
work  will  be  proved  to  be  as  much  the  joint  wilh,  as  it  unqueftionably  is  the  common  intereft  of 
**  both  my  kingdoms.” 
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which  the  lord  lieutenant  made  through  many  counties  which  he  conceived 
to  be  well-difpofed  to  the  meafure. 

While  this  great  imperial  meafure  was  advancing  to  maturity,  the  legifla- 
ture  of  Great  Britain  re-aifembled  as  early  as  on  the  24th  of  September. 
His  majefly  then  reprefented  the  experience  of  every  day  as  confirming  him 
in  the  perfuafion,*  that  fignal  benefit  would  be  derived  to  both  countries 
from  that  important  meafure;  and  he  trufted,  that  the  difpofition  of  the- 
parliament  of  Ireland  would  be  found  to  correfpond  with  that,  vdiich  the 
national  council  of  Britain  had  manifefted  for  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
fcheme.  The  IMarquis  of  Buckingham,  when  he  moved  the  addrefs  of 
thanks,  obferved,  that,  from  the  opportunities  of  accurate  judgment  afforded 
to  him  by  a refidence  in  Ireland  at  different  periods,  and  from  the  very 
attentive  confideration,  -which  he  had  beftowed  on  the  fubjeft,  the  probable 
benefits  of  the  meafure  flruck  him  in  a forcible  light.  He  was  confident 
that  the  happieft  effects  would  refult  from  it.  The  people  of  Ireland,  he  faid, 
had  long  thought  themfelves  injured  by  the  domineering  influence  and 
felfifhnefs  of  Britain;  but  all  fuch  prejudices  would  be  removed  by  an  union; 
and  a clofe  conjun6tion  of  interefts,  with  the  prevalence  of  the  fame  laws 
over  the  whole  empire,  would  eftablifli  peace  and  tranquillity,  contentment 
and  happinefs.  The  popular  fentiment  in  favor  of  Union  was  rapidly  gaining 
ground. 

In  proceeding  to  the  year  1800,  the  exertions  of  the  Marquis  of  Down- 
fiiire  and  other  Anti-unionifls  demand  particular  notice.  In  the  firft  month 
of  that  year,  that  marquis,  the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  and  William  Brabazon 
Ponfonby,  member  for  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  fent  circular  letters  to  the 
Irifh  gentry  and  yeomanry,  to  the  following  effe6l.  They  were  authorifed, 
they  faid,  by  a number  of  gentlemen  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  thirty- 
eight  of  whom  were  reprefentatives  of  counties,  to  intimate  their  opinion, 
that  petitions  to  parliament,  declaring  the  real  fenfe  of  the  freeholders  on  the 
fubje6l  of  a legiflative  union,  would  at  that  time  be  highly  expedient;  and, 
if  fuch  a proceeding  fiiould  meet  with  the  approbation  of  any  one  of  the 
individuals,  to  whom  the  letters  were  addrelfed,  it  was  recommended  to  him 
to  ufe  his  influence  in  procuring  fuch  a petition  without  delay  from  his  county. 
It  was  reported  that  the  fame  gentlemen,  together  with  fome  other  enemies 
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to  the  Union,  had  formed  a ftock  purfe  for  defraying  the  expences  of  oppo- 
iing  it. 

The  condu6t  of  the  Marquis  of  Downfliire  was  fo  difpleafing  to  govern- 
ment, that  he  was  removed  from  the  government  of  the  county,  the  colo- 
nelcy of  the  royal  Downfliire  regiment  of  1200  men,  and  was  alfo  erafed 
from  the  lift  of  privy  councellors.  The  Anti-unionifts  highly  refented  this 
•difg  race  of  the  marquis,  and  availed  themfelves  of  it  as  an  additional  and 
flagrant  proof  of  the  corrupt  bias  and  intimidation,  with  which  it  ivas  the 
determination  of  government  to  carry  the  Union. 

From  the  prorogation  of  parliament  to  the  clofe  of  the  year  both  parties 
bufied  themfelves  with  unceafing  induftry  in  advancing  their  refpe6tive 
caufes.  The  great  body  of  Roman  Catholics  had  rather  kept  themfelves 
back  upon  the  queftion.  Many  of  that  body  thought  for  themfelves  upon 
the  point,  and  promifcuoufly  with  their  fellow  fubje61s  figned  addrefles  and 
refolutions,  fome  for  and  fome  againft  the  Union,  under  the  general  defcrip- 
tions  of  freeholders  or  inhabitants  of  particular  diftri61s,*  In  all  large  bodies 
of  any  religious  or  civil  diftin6lion  will  be  found  a gregarious  difpofition  or 
bias,  arifmg  out  of  fome  fa6t  or  principle  common  to  the  fpirit  of  their  general 
union  and  incorporation.  When  therefore  the  Catholics  perceived  that  the 
greateft  number  and  the  moft  violent  oppofers  of  the  legiflative  Union  were 
the  moft  virulent  of  the  Orangemen  and  the  real  malcontents  or  feparatifts, 
their  feelings  were  not  keenly  excited  to  coalefce  with  the  Anti-unionifts. 
The  lord  lieutenant  had  uniformly  fliewn  them  prote6lion  and  kindnefs,  and 
fo  gratified  were  they  with  this  pleafing  novelty,  that  the  affeftions  and 
gratitude  of  moft  of  the  body  were  firmly  attached  to  his  adminiftratioii 
and  to  the  meafures,  which  his  excellency  fo  warmly  efpoufed  and  recom- 
mended. 

It  may  indeed  be  faid,  that  a very  great  preponderancy  in  favor  of  the 
Union  exifted  in  the  Catholic  body,  particularly  in  their  nobility,  gentry, 
and  clergy.  The  feverities  and  indignities  practifed  upon  them  after  the 
rebellion  by  many  of  the  Orange  party,  and  the  oflFenfive  aflfefted  confufion 
and  ufe  of  the  terms  papijt  and  rebel  produced  frefli  forenefs  in  the  minds  of 
many,  the  pointed  recolledion  of  the  long  fufferings  of  their  body  from  their 


* In  fome  counties  and  diftrids  the  Roman  Catholics  came  forward  under  their  dillind  appella- 
tion, as  may  be  fefin  by  fome  addrefles  in  the  Appendix,  No.  CXVIII, 
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own  legiflature,  and  the  grateful  fenfe  of  the  benefits  they  had  received  from 
the  parental  tendernefs  of  their  fovereign,  after  the  indignant  rejedfion  and 
contumely  of  the  Irilh  parliament,  all  naturally  tended  to  infpire  the  Catholics 
with  plenary  confidence  and  attachment  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  and  this 
favorite  meafure  of  his  government.  Some  highly  refpedlable  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  communion  were  certainly  very  warm  Anti-unionifts. 
It  probably  is  owing  to  the  kind  and  liberal  condu6l  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
adminifiration  towards  that  body,  and  to  the  oppofite  treatment,  which  they 
experienced  from  the  rigorifts,  that  fo  many  Roman  Catholics  folicited 
the  Union.  For  unqueftionably  no  diflinbl  defcription  of  perfons  had  fo 
interefting  and  ftrong  an  argument  to  ground  their  oppofition  upon,  as  the 
body  of  Roman  Catholics,  who  by  the  Union  evidently  forfeited  all  the  con- 
ftitutional  advantages  of  a moft  decided  majority  in  an  independent  nation, 
to  fink  into  an  infignificant  minority  of  the  united  kingdom. 

As  Dublin  appeared  to  be  expofed  to  more  lofs  and  local  prejudice  from 
the  Union,  than  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  fo  was  the  oppofition  to  it 
there  more  vigoroufly  fupported  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom.  Here 
indeed  a large  portion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  refidents  came  forward  in  their 
diftindl  capacity  of  Catholics  to  oppofe  it,  which  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom 
they  had  not  done,  although  feveral  Catholic  individuals  had  figned  addreffes 
and  refolutions  promifcuoufly  with  their  Proteflant  brethren  againft  the 
meafure.  This  Rep  was  produdfive  of  fome  difunion  in  the  Catholic  body; 
as  the  clergy  and  many  other  refpedtable  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  that 
communion  were  for  fupporting  the  lord  lieutenant  in  the  meafure.  The 
effedts  of  this  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Catholic  body  was  perceived  by 
their  innate  adverfaries  the  Orangemen,  who,  in  older  not  to  weaken  their 
body  by  any  fuch  internal  difunion,  warily  publillied  an  advertifement 
from  their  grand  lodge  to  prevent  even  the  difcuffion  of  the  qucftion  amongft 
them.  * 

Before 


* Grand  Orange  Lodge. 

To  the  Orangemen  of  Ireland. 

Dublin,  Jan.  21,  1800. 

The  grand  lodge  of  Ireland  obferve  with  heartfelt  fatisfaftion,  that  their  former  recommendation 
to  their  brethren,  to  abftain,  as  Orangemen,  from  any  difcutlion  of  the  queftion  of  Union,  has  had 
the  happieft  effects,  inafrnuch  as  it  has  difappointed  the  fanguine  and  malignant  hopes  entertained 
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Before  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  in  January,  fuch  Catholics  of  Dub- 
lin as  were  Anti-unionifts,  held  a meeting  at  the  Royal  Exchange  on  the  fub- 
je6l  of  the  projected  Union.  Some  difficulties  arofe  in  the  way  of  the  meet- 
ing from  the  military,  but  which  were  removed  the  moment  his  Excellency 
Marquis  Cornwallis  became  acquainted  with  the  attempt  made  to  prevent  an 
expreffioii  of  the  popular  opinion  on  a queftion  big  with  the  fate  of  the  po- 
pular interefts. 

The  alfembly  having  obtained  permiffion  to  fpeak,  IMr.  Moore  was  unani- 
moufly  called  to  the  chair,  when  Counfellor  O’Connel  opened  the  bufmefs  of 
the  meeting,  with  obferving,  that  under  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent 
day,  and  the  fyllematic  calumnies  flung  againft  the  Catholic  chara6ter,  it 
was  more  than  once  determined  by  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Dublin  to  ffand 
entirely  aloof,  as  a mere  fe6t,  from  all  political  difcuffion,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  were  ready  as  forming  generally  a part  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to 
confer  with  and  exprefs  their  opinions  in  conjun6tion  with  their  Proteftant 
fellow-fubje6ls.  This  refolution,  which  they  had  entered  into,  gave  rife  to 
an  extenfive  and  injurious  mifreprefentation,  and  it  was  afferted  by  the  advo- 
cates of  Union,  daringly  and  infolently  afferted,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  were  friends  to  the  meafure  of  Union,  and  filent  allies  of  that  confpi- 

by  the  enemies  to  religion  and  good  order,  that  fuch  difcuffion  would  be  produftive  of  difeord 
amongft  Orangemen.  They  now  feel  it  their  duty  to  offer  fome  further  obfervations  on  the  prefent 
jun6ture  of  affairs. 

Orangemen  in  different  capacities,  as  members  of  parliament,  grand  jurors,  freeholders,  and 
members  of  corporate  bodies,  have  opportunities  of  debating  the  important  queftion  of  an  Union— 
but  it  is  the  earned:  entreaty  of  the  grand  lodge,  that  as  a fociety  they  will  continue  filent — for  as 
every  Orangeman,  however  zealous,  may,  and  no  doubt  will,  from  local  circumftances,  conceive 
different  ideas  on  this  fubjeft,  the  difcuffion  of  a queftion  of  fuch  magnitude,  involving  not  only 
great  imperial  topics,  but  alfo  matters  of  local  advantage  and  local  difadvantage,  muft  unavoidably 
create  a divifion  in  opinion — and  “ an  houfe  divided  againft  itfelf  cannot  ftand.”  It  is  therefore 
recommended  to  all  Orangemen  to  keep  in  mind  the  great  objedt  for  which  they  have  affociated,  to 
wit: — “ We  affociate  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power  to  fupport  and  defend  his  majefty  King  George 
“ the  Third,  the  conftitution  and  laws  of  this  country,  and  the  fucceffion  to  the  tlirone  in  his  ma- 
“ jefty’s  illuftrious  houfe  being  Proteftants,  for  the  defence  of  our  perfons  and  properties,  and  to 
“ maintain  the  peace  of  our  country;  and  for  thefe  purpofes  we  will  beat  all  times  ready  to  affift 
“ the  civil  and  military  pow'ers,  in  the  juft  and  lawful  difeharge  of  their  duty,”  and  to  avoid  as 
injurious  to  the  inftitution  all  controverfy  upon  fubjeCts  not  connefted  with  our  principles. 

Thomas  Verner,  Grand  Mafter. 

John  C.  Bereseord,  Grand  Sec. 
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racy  formed  againft  the  name,  the  interefts,  and  the  liberties  of  Ireland. 
This  libel  on  the  Catholic  chara6ler  ^vas  ftrengthened  by  the  partial  declara- 
tions of  fome  mean  and  degenerate  members  of  the  communion,  wrought 
upon  by  corruption  or  by  fear,  and  unfortunately  it  was  received  with  a too 
general  credulity.  Every  Union  pamphlet,  every  Union  fpeech  impudently 
put  forth  the  Catholic  name  as  famStioning  a meafure,  which  would  annihilate 
the  name  of  the  country,  and  there  was  none  to  refute  the  calumny.  In  the 
fpeechesand  pamphlets  of  Anti-unionifts,  it  was  rather  admitted  than  denied, 
and  at  length  the  Catholics  themfelves  were  obliged  to  break  through  a refo- 
lution  which  they  had  formed,  in  order  to  guard  againft  mifreprefentation,  for 
the  purpofe  of  repelling  this  worft  of  mifreprefentations.  To  refute  a calumny 
directed  againft  them  as  a fe6t,  they  were  obliged  to  come  forward  as  a fe6l, 
and  in  the  face  of  their  country  to  difavow  the  bafe  condu6t  imputed  to 
them,  and  to  declare  that  the  aflertion  of  their  being  favourably  inclined  to 
the  meafure  of  a legiflative  incorporation  v ith  Great  Britain,  v^as  a flander 
the  moft  vile ; a libel  the  moft  falfe,  fcandalous  and  wicked,  that  ever  was 
direfted  againft  the  chara6ler  of  an  individual  or  a people. 

“ Sir,”  continued  Mr.  O’Connel,  “ it  is  my  fentiment,  and  I am  fatisfied  it  is 
the  fentiment,  not  only  of  every  gentleman  who  now  hears  me,  but  of  the 
Catholic  people  of  Ireland,  that  if  our  oppofition  to  this  injurious,  infulting, 
and  hated  meafure  of  Union  were  to  draw  upon  us  the  revival  of  the  penal 
laAv^s,  we  would  boldly  meet  a profcription  and  oppreflion,  which  would  be 
the  tcftimonies  of  our  virtue,  and  fooner  throw  ourfelves  once  more  on  the 
mercy  of  our  Proteftaiit  brethren,  than  give  our  aflent  to  the  political  mur- 
der of  our  country  ; yes,  I know — I do  know,  that  although  exclufive  ad- 
vantages may  be  ambiguoufly  held  forth  to  the  Irifli  Catholic  to  feduce  him 
from  the  facred  duty  which  he  owes  his  country ; I know  that  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  ftill  remember,  that  they  have  a country,  and  that  they  will  never 
accept  of  any  advantages  as  a which  would  debafe  and  deftroy  them  as 
a peopled 

After  which  Mr.  O’Connel  moved  the  refolutions  inferted  in  the  newfpaper, 
which  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to.* 

The 

* “ Royal  Exchange,  Dublin,  January  13,  1800. 

AT  a numerous  and  refpedable  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  con- 
" vened  purfuant  to  public  notice, 

Ambrose  Moore,  Efq.  in  the  Chair. 

” Refolved,  That  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  propofed  incorporate  Union  of  the  legiflature  of 
' “ Great 
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The  lord  lieutenant  had  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  tlie  fuccefs  of  his 
tour  through  the  kingdom  during  the  courfe  of  the  fummer.  The  great 
odmm  and  horror  of  the  meafure  had  abated  in  moft  places,  and  in  many 
thofe  who  had  at  firft  iliewn  themfelves  againft  it,  had  now  become  v^arm  ad- 
vocates in  its  favor.  If  it  had  not  become  generally  popular,  it  had  ceafed 
at  lead  to  be  generally  unpopular.  A6live  preparations  were  made  to  meet 
the  parliament,  which  was  to  open  on  the  15th  of  January.  In  the  mean 
while  many  new  members  had  been  chofen  in  lieu  of  others,  who  had  retired 
upon  terms.  IMr.  Grattan  had  been  elefted  for  the  borough  of  Wicklow  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  Gahan  deceafed,  and  was  fworn  in  on  the  15th,  being  the 
fil'd  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  lad  parliament  of  Ireland.  The  lord  lieute- 

“ Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  in  fa6l  an  extinftion  of  the  liberty  of  this  country,  which  would  be 
“ reduced  to  the  abjeft  condition  of  a province,  furrendered  to  the  mercy  of  tlie  minifter  and  legif- 
lature  of  another  country,  to  be  bound  by  the  abfolute  will  and  taxed  at  their  pleafure  by  laws,  in 
“ the  making  of  which  this  country  could  have  no  efficient  participation  whatfoever. 

Refoked,  That  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  improvement  of  Ireland  for  the  laft  twenty  years,  fo 
“ rapid  beyond  example,  is  to  be  afcribed  wholly  to  the  independency  of  our  legillature,  fo  glori- 
“ oufly  afferted  in  the  year  1782,  by  the  virtue  of  our  parliament  co-operating  w’ith  tlie  generous 
" recommendation  of  our  moft  gracious  and  benevolent  fovereign,  and  backed  by  the  fpirit  of  our 
" people,  and  fo  folemnly  ratified  by  both  kingdoms  as  the  only  true  and  permanent  foundation  of 
Irifti  profperity  and  Britiffi  connexion. 

“ Refoked,  That  we  are  of  opinion,  that  if  the  independency  fhould  ever  be  furrendered,  we 
" muft  as  rapidly  relapfe  into  our  former  depreffion  and  mifery  ; and  that  Ireland  muft  inevitably 
“ lofe  w'ith  her  liberty,  all  that  ffie  has  acquired  in  wealth  and  induftry  and  civilization. 

" Refoked,  That  we  are  firmly  convinced  that  the  fuppofed  advantages  of  fuch  a furrender,  are 
" unreal  and  delufive,  and  can  never  arife  in  faft  j and  that  even  if  they  ffiould  arife,  they  would 
‘‘  be  only  the  bounty  of  the  mafter  to  the  Have,  held  by  his  courtefy,  and  refumeable  at  his  plea- 
‘‘‘  fure. 

“ Refoked,  That  having  heretofore  determined  not  to  come  forward  any.  more  in  the  diftinft 
charaftcr  of  Catholics,  but  to  confider  our  claims  and  our  caufe  not  as  thofe  of  a fedt,  but  as  in- 
" volved  in  the  general  fate  of  our  country,  that  we  now  think  it  right,  notw'ithftanding  fuch  de- 
termination,  to  publiffi  the  prefent  Refolutions,  in  order  to  undeceive  our  fellow-fubjeds,  who 
" may  have  been  led  to  believe  by  a falfe  reprefentation,  that  we  are  capable  of  giving  any  concur- 
“ rence  whatfoever  to  fo  foul  and  fatal  a projedt;  to  aflbre  them  that  we  are  incapable  of  facrific- 
” ing  our  common  country  to  either  pique  or  pretenfion ; and  that  we  are  of  opinion  that  this 
deadly  attack  upon  the  nation  is  the  great  call  of  nature,  of  countr}’,  and  pofterity,  upon  Iriffimen 
“ of  all  deferiptions  and  perfuafions,  to  every  conftitutional  and  legal  refiftance;  and  that  w'e  fa- 
“ credly  pledge  ourfelves  to  perfevere  in  obedience  to  that  call  as  long  as  we  have  life. 

“ Signed  by  order, 

James  Ryan,  Sec.” 

nant 
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nant  made  a long  fpeech  from  tlie  throne,  which  avoided  any  mention  of 
or  reference  to  the  Union.*  Lord  Vifcount  Loftus  moved  the  addrefs,  and 

was 

* My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I HAVE  received  his  majefty’s  commands  to  aflemble  you  in* parliament. 

Upon  a review  of  the  important  and  glorious  events  that  have  diftinguifhed  the  period,  which 
has  elapfed  fince  I laft  addreffed  you,  the  mofl;  gratifying  and  encouraging  reflcftions  prefent 
" themfelves  to  our  confideration. 

By  the  brilliant  courfe  of  viftories  achieved  by  the  combined  imperial  armies,  the  various 
''  kingdoms  and  ftates  of  Italy  have  been  delivered  from  the  ravages  and  the  tyranny  of  the  French. 
" The  throne  of  Naples,  and  our  friendly  connexions  with  that  kingdom,  have  been  reftored. 

“ The  French  expedition  to  Egypt  has  been  checked  in  its  career  by  the  exertions  of  the  Turkilh 
" arms,  affitted  by  a fmall  detachment  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  and  the  gallantry  of  their  heroic 
commander. 

The  hoftile  plans  of  the  common  enemy  in  India  have  terminated  in  the  total  deftruftion  of  the 
power,  which  had  been  milled  by  their  artifices,  and  through  the  timely,  vigorous,  and  decifive 
“ counfels  of  the  Marquis  Wellefley,  and  the  confumm'ate  Ikill  and  valour  of  his  majefty’s  generals, 
officers  and  troops,  the  Britifli  pofiTeffions  in  that  quarter  of  the  Globe  have  been  beneficially  ex- 
" tended  and  effedtually  fecured. 

" By  the  defcent  of  his  majefty’s  forces  and  of  his  Ruffian  allies  on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  the 
“ Dutch  fleet  has  been  happily  refcued  from  the  power  of  the  enemy ; and  although  the  feafon, 
peculiarly  unfavorable  to  military  operations,  produced  the  neceffity  of  relinquifliing  an  enter- 
" prize  fo  fortunately  begun,  and  prevented  the  complete  accomplifliment  of  his  majefty’s  views, 
“ yet  the  refult  of  that  expedition  has  been  peculiarly  beneficial  to  this  kingdom,  in  removing  all 
fear  of  attack  on  our  coafts  from  a quarter  whence  it  had  been  fo  often  planned,  and  enabling  his 
majefty’s  fleets  to  dire£t  their  vigilance  exclufively  to  the  Angle  port,  from  which  the  enemy  can 
attack  this  country  with  any  hope  even  of  a temporary  fuccefs. 

" My  utmoft  care  has  been  exerted  to  carry  into  execution  the  extraordinary  powers,  which  you 
“ have  committed  to  my  difcretion  with  vigor,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  moderation;  all  tendency 
" to  infurreftion  has  been  efledtually  repreffed ; but  it  gives  me  true  concern  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  painful  neceffity  of  acting  with  fevcrity  has  been  too  frequently  impofed  upon  me;  and  al- 
though  public  tranquillity  has  been  in  a great  meafure  reftored,  yet  I have  to  lament  that  difpo- 
“ fition  to  outrage  and  confpiracy  ftill  continues  in  feveral  diflri6ts,  that  much  induftry  is  ufed  to 
“ keep  alive  the  fpirit  of  difafiedlion,  and  to  encourage  among  the  lower  clalTes  the  hopes  of  French 
“ affiftance. 

“ I truft  the  recent  revolution  in  France  cannot  fail  to  open  the  eyes  of  fuch  of  his  majefty’s  fub- 
‘‘  je6ls,  as  have  been  deluded  by  the  artifices,  which  have  been  unremittingly  employed  to  withdraw 
them  from  their  allegiance,  and  that  it  will  reftore  and  increafe  the  love  of  conftitutional  order 
“ and  of  regulated  freedom,  by  demonftrating  that  the  principles  of  falfe  liberty  tend  ultimately  to 
defpotifm,  and  that  the  criminal  ftruggles  of  democratic  faftion  naturally  clofe  in  military  ufur- 
pation. 

So 
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was  leconded  by  Colonel  Crofbie.  His  lordlhip  hinted  only  in  oblique  terms 
at  the  nieafure  of  Union,  by  obferving  that  after  his  majefty  had  rallied  and 

infpired 

” So  long  as  the  French  government,  under  whatever  form  it  exerts  its  influence,  (hall  perfevere 
“ in  fchemes  of  deftruftion  and  projefts  of  ambition,  fubverfive  at  once  of  the  liberties  of  Europe 
and  of  thefecurity  of  his  majefty ’s  dominions,  there  can  be  no  wife  alternative  but  to  profecute 
the  war  with  encreafing  energy.  It  is  by  great  exertions  alone  that  either  their  views  of  aggran- 
“ difement  can  be  fruftrated  or  folid  peace  procured. 

His  majefty  has  therefore  availed  himfelf,  with  peculiar  fatisfaftion,  of  the  cordial  and  great 
afliftance  which  has  been  afforded  him  by  his  faithful  ally  the  emperor  of  Ruffia,  and  has  thought 
" right  to  make  every  exertion  for  augmenting  the  difpofeable  military  forces  of  his  own  dominions, 
his  majefty,  therefore,  has  been  highly  gratified  in  accepting  the  fervices  fo  generoufly  offered  by 
” his  Englifli  militia,  and  I am  to  exprefs  to  you  the  entire  confidence  which  his  majefty  feels  that 
" the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  his  militia  of  this  kingdom,  in  forwarding  at  this  important  crifis  the 
" adtive  operations  of  the  empire,  will  not  be  lefs  prompt  and  confpicuous. 

“ The  apprehenfions  of  general  fcarcity,  which  fome  time  fince  took  place,  called  for  my  early 
" attention  to  this  moft  important  fubjedt,  and  I was  induced,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  to 
“ offer  premiums  for  the  early  importation  of  grain.  This  meafure  will,  I flatter  myfelf,  meet  your 
“■  approbation,  and  I have  full  confidence  in  your  wifdom,  if  it  lhall  be  neceffary  to  refort  to  any 
“ further  extraordinary  means  for  procuring  a fupply. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ THE  evident  necellity  of  fecuring  this  kingdom  from  every  danger,  whether 
“ foreign  or  domeftic,  and  of  rendering  the  fuccefs  of  invafion,  if  attempted,  impradlicable,  will 
" demonftrate  to  you  the  wifdom  of  continuing  that  enlarged  fyftem  of  defence  you  have  fo  wifely 
adopted. 

“ I have  therefore  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  eftimates  for  the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  be- 
" fore  you,  and  have  the  fulleft  confidence  that  in  the  fupply  which  the  fituation  {hall  appear  to  you 
" to  require,  you  will  equally  confult  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  and  the  honor  of  his  majefty’s 
“ government. 

I am  induced  to  hope  that  the  great  increafe  of  the  revenue  which  has  taken  place  in  the  pre- 
“ fent  year  may  enable  you  to  raife  the  fums  which  may  be  wanted  for  the  current  fervices  without 
" any  diftreffing  addition  to  the  burthens  of  the  people. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I RECOMMEND  to  your  ufual  attention  agriculture,  the  manufaiSlures  of 
Ireland ; and  I doubt  not  that  the  Proteftant  charter  fchools,  and  thofe  public  inftitutions,  whe- 
ther  of  charity  or  of  education,  which  have  been  protedled  by  your  liberality,  will  ftill  receive  a 
“ judicious  encouragement. 

“ It  will  be  for  your  wifdom  to  confider  how  far  it  will  be  neceffary  to  continue  any  of  thofe  ex- 
“ traordinary  powers  with  which  you  have  ftrengthened  the  authority  of  his  majefty’s  government 
“ for  the  more  effeftual  fuppreflion  and  punilhment  of  rebellious  confpiracy  and  outrage. 

“ His  majefty  places  the  moft  entire  reliance  upon  your  firmnefs  and  wifdom,  and  he  has  no 
VoL.  II.  * I doubt 
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infpired  his  continental  allies  with  a glorious  fpirit  and  perfevering  vigor,  he 
had  at  the  fame  moment  improved  the  condition  of  Britifli  fubjedts,  on  the 
broad  and  generous  bafis  of  the  empire,  and  thus  derived  the  warmeft  atf  ec- 
tion  of  a free  people,  and  the  unceafmg  gratitude  of  a virtuous  pofterity,  wh  oft* 
happinefs  and  interefts  their  gracious  fovereign  had  by  fuch  undeviating  and 
undaunted  means  fecured.  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  defired  the  lord  lieutenant’s 
Ipeech  at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  felfion  to  be  read.  This  fpeech,  faid  he, 
recommended  from  his  majefty  the  meafure  of  an  incorporating  Union  with 
England.  The  minifter  had  prevented  them  from  giving  an  anfwer  to  his 
majefty  at  the  time,  by  a fudden  prorogation.  He  widied  to  prevent  them 
from  giving  an  anfwer  by  having  ftudioufly  omitted  any  mention  of  the  fub- 
je6t  in  that  fpeech.  The  reafon  was  obvious  : from  the  time  they  had  rejefted 
that  meafure  laft  feffion,  the  minifter  had  employed  every  engine  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  endeavoured  by  the  moft  unwarrantable  praftices  to  pervert 
the  fentiments  of  the  parliament  on  that  fubje^t,  and  did  not  wilh  that  they 
fliould  take  it  into  confideration  until  his  machinations  were  complete.  It 
mattered  not,  whether  the  reprefentatives  of  that  great  nation  were  turned 
out  of  that  door  by  the  fword  of  the  army,  or  the  gold  of  the  treafury — by 
a Cromwell  or  by  a fecretary ; in  both  cafes  the  treafon  againft  the  conftitu- 
tion  was  the  fame.  One  of  the  greateft  offences  of  James  the  11.  was  attempt- 
ing to  pack  a parliament;  of  that  offence  he  now  arraigned  the  minifter  of  the 
crown,  by  proftituting  the  prerogative  in  order  to  pack  a parliament.  A 
ftring  of  men,  who  were  againft  the  Union,  were  to  go  out ; that  a ftring  of 
men,  who  were  for  it,  might  come  in.  Were  they  to  fit  fupinely  there  until 
thofe  pra6tices  were  matured  ? To  wait  while  the  ferpent  was  colledting  him- 
felf  in  his  coils,  to  fpring  upon  them  with  greater  violence?  The  Britifli  mi- 
nifters  evidently  intended  to  take  an  unfair  advantage  of  Ireland.  While  the 
fpirit  of  the  people  was  depreffed  by  recent  troubles — the  country  covered 
with  armies  greater  than  ever  were  known  there  before — while  martial  law 
prevailed,  and  a formidable  inv^afion  Avas  menaced — in  fliort  Avhile  apprehen- 
fions  from  without  and  from  within  precluded  all  free  exercife  of  the  public 


“ doubt  that  you  will  anxioufly  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  (hall  be  beft  calculated  for  bringing  tlie 
“ prefent  war  to  an  honorable  termination,  and  for  reftoring  the  country  to  permanent  tranquillity. 

“ It  will  be  my  conftant  objeft  to  attend  to  your  fuggeftions  and  advice,  that  I may  by  this  means 
” molt  beneficially  accomplifli  tlie  commands  I have  received  from  his  majefty,  andmoft  effeSually 
" forward  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  this  kingdom.” 


mind 
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mind  upon  that  fatal  proje6t,  they  forced  the  difcuffion  of  the  meafure  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  unfitnefs  of  the  time,  thinking  only  of  the  prefent  ftrength  of 
one  ftate  and  the  accidental  weaknefs  of  the  other. 

It  was  only  in  confequence  of  the  late  rebellion,  faid  the  adv^ocates  of 
Union,  and  in  compalhon  to  Ireland,  as  a cure  for  all  its  diforders,  that  the 
meafure  was  propofed.  The  idea  of  the  fcheme  arofe  from  the  ambition  of 
the  Britifh  cabinet,  which,  regretting  the  ceffion  of  independence  to  Ireland 
in  1782,  attempted  a partial  recovery  of  its  authority  three  years  afterwards, 
and,  failing  on  that  occafion,  fought  to  recover  it  completely  by  an  Union; 
for,  that  fuch  a meafure  was  in  contemplation  above  three  years  before  the 
rebellion  broke  out,  was  evident  from  a letter  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  to 
Earl  Fitzwilliam,  though  it  Avere  not  fo  exprefsly  mentioned. 

Ireland  would  gain  nothing  but  might  lofe  much  by  an  Union.  Her  lofs 
by  abfentees-,  on  a moderate  computation,  would  be  nearly  doubled.  The 
country  would  be  more  liable  to  diforder  and  convulfion  from  the  abfence  of 
the  landholders.  Thefe,  when  refident  on  their  eftates,  might  be  confidered 
as  the  binding-ftones  of  fociety,  keeping  by  their  ftrength  and  Aveight  all  the 
parts  of  government  firm  and  compaft;  but,  if  they  fhould  be  remoA  ed,  the 
fabric  on  the  firft  ftorm  might  fall  to  the  ground. 

He  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  connefting  the  defire  of  a 
continuance  of  Britifh  connexion  Avith  the  Avifli  fcrr  the  prefervation  of  an  in- 
dependent refident  parliament. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  fpoke  contemptuoufly  of  the  arguments  of  Sir  Lawrence; 
TJie  filence  of  the  lord  lieutenant  on  the  fubje6l  did  not  arife  from  any  con- 
An6lion  of  the  impolicy  of  profecuting  the  fcheme.  The  queftion  had  been 
AvithdraAvn,  Avhen  the  Houfe  of  Commons  feemed  unwilling  to  entertain  it; 
but,  as  a great  majority  of  the  people  now  approved  the  meafure,  and  as  there 
was  reafon  to  believe,  that  many  of  its  late  parliamentary  opponents  had  re- 
nounced their  ideas  of  its  demerits,  his  majefty’s  counfellors  had  refolved  to 
give  it  a neAV'  chance  of  regular  inA’eftigation.  The  reafon  of  its  not  haA'ing 
been  mentioned  in  the  A'iceroy’s  fpeech  Avas  merely,  that  it  Avas  to  be  made 
a fubjeft  of  diftindt  communication  to  parliament.  As  the  queftion  claimed 
a full  difcuffion,  it  ought  not  to  be  extinguifhed  by  anticipation.  As  the 
amendment  tended  to  preclude  inquiry,  he  trufted  that  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  Avoiild  rejedl  the  motion. 

Mr.  Latouche,  the  privy  counfellor,  recommended  an  Union  as  the  moft 
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promifing  remedy  for  the  diforders  of  Ireland ; hut  it  was  reprobated  by  Lord 
Cole  as  a pernicious  meafure  and  promoted  by  improper  means.  Mr.  John 
Claudius  Beresford  would  only  confent  to  it  in  cafe  of  the  invafion  and  occu- 
pancy of  Ireland  by  a French  army;  and  even  then  he  would  infift  on  the 
reftoration  of  the  parliament,  in  the  event  of  a total  expulfion  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  George  Ogle  again  declared  his  unwillingnefs  to  furrender  the  Iritli 
conftitution.  Mr.  Denis  Browne  fpoke  againft  the  amendment,  as  did  alfo 
!Mr.  Martin  and  the  junior  Mr.  Bagwell. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  advifed  a poftponement  of  the  difcuffion  till  the  agitations 
and  troubles  of  the  realm  fliould  have  fubfided.  He  hoped  that  the  majority 
of  the  members  would  not  extinguidi  the  light  of  the  realm,  as  he  knew  not 
where,  if  they  lliould  repent,  they  would  find  “ the  Promethean  heat  which 
“ could  that  light  relumine.” 

^Ir.  O'Hara  lamented  the  effedls,  Mhich  the  Union  would  have  in  point  of 
trade  and  revenue  ; ftating,  that,  inftead  of  an  annual  balance  of  600,000/.  in 
favor  of  Ireland,  there  would  then  be  a balance  of  900,000/.  againft  her. 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  fpoke  with  much  point  and  fe verity  of  Lord  Caf- 
tlereao’h’s  arguments.* 

O O 

Government  ought  to  endeavmur  to  make  the  parliament  wifer  and  better, 
not  to  feek  its  deftrudtion  on  pretence  of  its  errors  or  misfortunes.  But,  not- 
withftanding  all  its  efforts,  “ I firmly  believe,”  faid  he,  “ that  the  gentlemen 
“ of  this  houfe  will  never  confent  to  yield  themfelves  up  to  the  miniffer.  I 

am  fatisfied  that  the  people  of  Ireland  will  never  confent  to  the  annihilation 


* It  is  indeed  very  cruel,  he  faid,  that  a motley  oppofition  fliould  impede  the  willies  of  the  mini- 
fter;  it  is  very  cruel  that  fome  who  have  approved  and  fome  who  have  oppofed  parliamentary  re- 
form fliould  refifl:  a meafure,  which  will  leave  them  no  parliament  at  all;  it  is  very  cruel,  that  thole 
who  have  fubmitted  plans  of  emancipation  to  traitors  fliould  agree  in  oppofing  an  Union;  it  is  a 
moft  fad  and  deplorable  thing,  that  thole  who  may  have  differed  in  fpeculative  improvement  of  the 
conftitution  fliould  agree  in  reprobating  its  total  deftrudtion;  and  ftill  more  fad,  becaufe  the  very 
circumftance  of  a motley  oppofition  fliows,  that  the  fmalleft  prefumption  in  favor  of  an  Union  can- 
not be  deduced  from  it.  How  ingenioufly  and  logically  the  noble  lord  argues!  “A  legiflative 
Union,  gentlemen,  is  a moft  excellent  thing;  for  yonder  ftands  a man  who  has  fupported  parlia- 
mentary reform;  an  Union  is  an  excellent  thing,  for  yonder  is  a man  who  propofed  to  divide  the 
country  into  French  departments;  this  Union  is  a moft  powerful  remedy  for  all  your  evils,  for  yon- 
der fits  an  honorable  gentleman,  who  would  have  emancipated  the  Catholics  of  Ireland !”  Thefe,  it 
rauft  be  allowed,  are  very  conclufive  arguments,  why  you  fliould  relinquifh  that  parliament,  which 
alone  can  fecure  the  liberties  of  the  people ! 
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“ of  their  parliament.  If  ever  this  affembly  flioulcl  confent  to  its  own  im- 
“ molationj  if  ever  the  members  of  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons  fliouki 
affent  to  an  a6t  for  turning  themfelves  out  of  doors,  hope  tliall  not  quit  me, 
“ until  the  laft  man  lliall  have  pafled  the  door,  which  the  minifter  would  clofe 
upon  our  liberties.  When  they  lliall  approach  that  door,  if  they  but  caft  a 
“ look  behind;  if  they  but  view  that  chair,  where  integrity  now  fits  en- 
‘‘  throned ; if  their  eyes  but  linger  on  that  floor,  were  patriot  eloquence  has 
“ been  poured  forth  for  their  country;  if  they  but  recolledl  the  flruggles  of 
honorable  legiflation,  which  thefe  walls  have  witnelfed  ; they  will  flop  before 
“ they  take  the  lafl  irretrievable  ftep;  they  will  cling  to  this  houfe,  the  tem- 
“ pie  of  their  honor,  and  will  fay  to  the  minifter:  You  have  taken  an  unjuft 
“ advantage  of  our  confidence,  to  defire  us  to  ruin  our  country;  you  have 
“ taken  a moft  ungenerous  advantage  of  the  ftate  of  that  country,  to  feduce 
“ its  parliament  to  annihilate  itfelf  and  the  liberties  of  its  conftituents;  but 
“ we  will  fliow  you,  that  you  have  deceived  yourfelf  in  the  calculation  of  our 
“ bafenefs ; we  will  fliow  you  that  we  reprefent  an  honeft,  brave,  and  gene- 
“ rous  people,  and  are  worthy  to  reprefent  them ; we  will  not  flatter,  but  we 
“ will  ferve  them,  and  eftablifli  an  eternal  claim  to  their  gratitude  and  to  the 
“ gratitude  of  pofterity,” 

The  attorney  general  entered  into  a hiftory  of  the  progrefs  of  faction  in 
Ireland,  and  largely  indulged  in  inventive  againft  the  leaders  of  oppofition,  and 
the  whig  club. 

Mr.  Buflie  cenfured  the  laft  fpeaker  for  his  endeavours  to  identify  anti- 
unionifm  with  difaffedtion  to  the  fovereign.  He  cautioned  the  miniftry 
againft  propounding  the  dangerous  doftrine  of  the  incompatibility  of  Britifli 
connexion  vdth  Hibernian  independence;  a dodtrine  which  would  paralyfe  the 
loyalty  of  the  Irifli,  and  fliake  the  firft  and  belt  principles  of  politics  in  the 
ifland  to  their  foundations.  He  expofed  the  injuftice,  with  which  Ireland  had 
long  been  treated  by  Great  Britain,  and  fiflirmed,  that  all  the  conCeflions  of 
the  latter  had  been  wrung  from  her  like  drops  of  her  heart’s  blood.*  He 

could 

♦ Thus  Mr.  Bufhe  expre.lTed  himfelf  upon  this  point,  which  more  materially  afFedts  the  general 
fnbjedt  of  this  hiflory,  than  the  particular  queftion  of  Union.  " You  are  called"  upon  to  give  up 
“ your  independence,  and  to  whom  are  you  to  give  it  up  ? To  a nation  which  for  fix  hundred  years 
has  treated  yon  with  uniform  oppreffion  and  injuftice.  The  treafury  bench  ftartles  at  the  afler- 
" tion, — Non  meus  hie  fermo  ejl.  If  the  treafury  bench  fcold  me,  Mr.  Pitt  will  fcold  them, — it  is 

**  his 
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could  not  think  without  horror  of  the  provincial  defpotifm  which  would  fuc- 
ceed  the  prefent  government  of  Ireland ; and  he  exhorted  Britain  to  beware 
of  the  formidable  precedent  of  uncontrolled  power  holding  five  millions  of 
people  in  chains.  He  ridiculed  the  various  pretences  for  the  meafure,  as  ill- 
founded  and  abfurd;  alferted  the  full  fufficiency  and  fuperior  qualifications 
of  the  Irifli  parliament  for  every  purpofe  of  juft  and  equitable  government; 
and  concluded  a very  long  and  impreflive  difcourfe  with  an  appeal  to  the  fpirit 
of  1782,  and  to  the  prote6ling  care  of  Providence  for  the  prefervation  of  his 
country. 

When  Mr.  Prendergaft  had  fpoken  in  favor  of  an  union,  Mr.  J.  M; 
O’Donnel  declared  that  he  oppofed  it  becaufe  he  confidered  it  as  ruinous  and 
difgraceful,  becaufe  he  knew  the  foul  means  which  had  been  pra6tifed  to  carry 
it  into  effect,  and  becaufe  he  did  not  conceive  that  the  parliament  had  a right 
to  facrifice  the  conftitution  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Ofiborne  reprefented  the  inefticacy  of  the  fettlement  of  1782,  and  the 
rifque  of  feparation,  as  ftrong  grounds  for  alegiflative  union. 

Mr.  Hardy  fpoke  againft  the  Union;*  as  did  alfo  Mr.  Arthur  Moore.  He 
condemned  the  minifterial  pra6tices  of  corruption  and  intimidation,  the 
wicked  and  unconftitutional  means  to  which  the  government  had  reforted,  in 
order  to  impofe  upon  the  country,  deftroy  the  parliament,  and  overturn  the 
conftitution.  If  the  meafure  fhould  be  carried  under  all  the  circumftances 
he  had  alluded  to,  it  would  be  a robbery,  and  not  a treaty;  an  a6t  of  con- 
ftraint  and  violence,  not  of  compa6t  and  volition  ; a conqueft,  not  an  Union. 
An  Union  formed  upon  fuch  principles,  and  accompliflied  by  fuch  means,  po- 
licy never  could  require,  juftice  never  could  fanctify,  wifdom  never  approve, 


**  his  affertion  in  fo  many  words  in  his  fpeech. — Ireland,  fays  he,  has  been  aluays  treated  -with  in- 
jujlice  and  illiberality. — Ireland,  fays  Junius,  has  been  uniformly  plundered  and  oppreffed.  This 
“ is  not  the  flander  of  Junius,  or  the  candor  of  Mr.  Pittj  it  is  hiftory.  For  centuries  has  the  Bri- 
" tifli  nation  and  parliament  kept  you  down  j fliackled  your  commerce ; paralyfed  your  exertions  j 
defpifed  your  charaSer  ■,  and  ridiculed  your  pretenfions  to  any  privileges  commercial  or  con- 
" ftitutional.  She  never  conceded  a point  to  you  which  fire  could  avoid,  or  granted  a favor  which 
" was  not  reluftantly  diftilled.  They  have  been  all  wrung  from  her,  like  drops  of  her  heart’s  blood, 
“ and  you  are  not  in  pofTellion  of  a lingle  bleffing,  except  thofe  which  you  derive  from  God,  that 
“ has  not  been  either  purchafed  or  extorted  by  the  virtue  of  your  own  parliament  from  the  illibe- 
" rality  of  England.” 

* This  gentleman  as  well  as  Mr.  O’Donnel  denied  the  affertion  made  from  the  treafury  bench, 
that  nineteen  counties  had  petitioned  for  the  Union. 
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patriotifm  never  reconcile,  time  never  cement,  force  never  eftablilh.  It  might 
be  an  Union  for  a few  days,  a few  months,  perhaps  for  a few  years;  but  it 
would  be  followed  by  ages  of  ill  blood,  generations  of  hoftility,  centuries  of 
conteft  and  defolation,  and  mifery  to  that  ifland  to  all  eternity.  It  would  be 
an  Union  founded  on  the  violation  of  public  faith,  eredled  on  national  de- 
gradation, equally  fubverfive  of  the  moral,  phyfical,  and  political  fitnefs  of 
things,  and  equally  odious  and  abominable  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man. 

Sir  John  Parnell  faid,  that  he  would  fupport  the  amendment  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  preventing  thofe  difturbances  and  that  feparation  from  Great  Britain, 
which  fome  gentlemen  had  accufed  the  Anti-unionifts  of  promoting. 

Sir  John  Blaquiere  recommended  an  Union  chiefly  for  the  convenience  of 
Great  Britain,  v'hich  was  now  obliged,  by  the  diftradions  and  divifions  of 
Ireland,  to  employ  for  her  internal  fafety  a force,  that  might  be  more  bene- 
ficially ufed  in  fupport  of  the  general  interefts  of  the  empire. 

Dr.  Browne  had  become  more  inclined  to  an  Union  than  he  had  been  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  becaufe  he  thought  it  more  neceffary  from  intermediate  cir- 
cumftances.  After  the  fcenes  which  he  had  witnelfed  in  that  country  during 
the  rebellion,  and  for  fome  time  after,  he  exprefsly  declared  to  fome  very 
refpeflable  and  dignified  friends,  vdio  well  remembered  it,  that  he  thought  fuch 
an  Union  under  the  then  exifting  circumftances  defirable,  and  he  never  did 
at  any  time  fhew  the  heat  and  fury  upon  the  fubjeft,  which  other  men  had 
done.  The  difpofition  of  the  college  in  general  was  againftit;  but  was  fo  far 
from  being  univerfal,  that  nearly  half  of  the  governing  part  of  the  fociety  fa- 
voured it.  And  fome  of  them  had  faid,  they  would  never  vote  for  the  man 
who  oppofed  the  Union. 

It  did  not  feem  to  him  a good  method  of  promoting  the  Union,  to  perfecutc 
every  man  with  calumny  and  abufe,  who  faid,  that  he  thought  they  ought  to 
hear  what  England  propofed,  even  though  he  refted  that  opinion  merely  on 
his  notion  of  its  propriety.  If  oppofition  to  the  Union  proceeded  from  love 
of  the  nation,  he  refpe6fed  it;  if  from  regard  to  individual  power,  or  perfonal 
aggrandizement,  he  concerned  not  himfelf  about  it. 

Had  he  feen  after  the  rejeflionof  the  Union  laft  year  any  meafures  brought 
forward  to  conciliate  the  people,  or  to  heal  the  diftraftions  of  the  country; 
had  he  feen  any  revivifcence  of  that  fpirit,  vdiich  produced  the  conftitution 
of  1782,  coming  forward  to  preferve  it,  he  fliould  not  have  liftened  to  pro- 
pofals  of  Union.  But  for  gentlemen  to  fuppofe,  that  if  parliament  did  not 
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fupport  itfelf,  it  could  be  fupported  ; to  fuppofe  that  without  domeftic  virtue, 
the  nation  would  trouble  itfelf  about  its  exiftence,  was  abfurd.  The  truth  was, 
apathy  had  gone  through  the  nation  upon  the  fubje6t;  in  1782,  the  idea  of 
an  Union  could  not  have  been  brought  forward;  in  1785,  it  could  not  have 
been  brought  forward  ; why  could  it  then  ? Becaufe  then  the  parliament  had 
the  warm  alfedtions  of  the  nation,  and  now  it  had  not. 

The  method  of  preventing  Union  was  not  by  rebellion,  nor  by  Orange 
fyftems:  nor  by  looking  for  republics,  nor  by  holding  up  every  man  as  a re- 
bel, who  difapproved  of  particular  meafures;  it  diould  have  been  by  regular 
obedience  to  the  law’S,  and  conftitutional  parliamentary  oppofition  to  the 
propofed  meafure. 

The  meafures  of  laft  feffion  to  which  he  had  alluded  particularly,  were  the 
rebellion  bill  and  the  Fitzgerald  bill  The  firft,  which  he  knew  was  rather 
forced  upon  the  government  than  fought  for  by  it,  and  which  therefore  was 
not  imputable  to  the  executive  power,  enabled  any  petty  officer  to  take  up 
any  perfon  on  the  vague  charge  of  affiffing  the  rebellion,  on  his  merefufpicion 
founded  on  any  foolidi  word  or  indifcreet  trifling  a6lion,  try  him,  and  execute 
him,  without  the  poffibility  of  appeal  to  any  other  tribunal.  This  law  ftill 
exifted.  Why  did  they  not  feel  it  ? Why  not  know  it.^  Why  were  they  ig- 
norant that  they  lived  under  fuch  power  ? Becaufe  the  wifdom,  the  prudence, 
the  temper,  the  humanity,  the  goodnefs  of  the  chief  governor  prevented  it; 
he  could  not  forget,  that  he  lived  under  fuch  law ; he  could  not  forget  that 
the  parliament,  while  it  contended  againft  the  ademption  of  its  rights,  volun- 
tarily relinquilhed  them  all,  or  that  to-morrow  a hot,  or  impudent,  or  weak 
fucceflbr  might  make  them  feel  this  unbounded  power  in  its  excefs. 

The  other,  which  he  called  the  Fitzgerald  bill,  made  for  a particular  in- 
ftance,  as  it  was  thought  it  would,  fcreened  the  greateft  outrage  upon  private 
innocence  that  was  ever  known.  To  his  certain  knowledge,  no  meafure  ever 
fo  much  promoted  the  Union,  nor  made  fo  many  converts  among  the  dif- 
paffionate  viewers  of  their  conduct  in  England,  and  that  country.  Theabufe 
upon  that  occafion  neither  tended  to  peace,  nor  was  true;  he  had  found  in 
England,  and  fo  he  faid  a year  ago  to  his  conftituents,  more  coolnefs,  more 
kind  difpofition  to  their  country  than  among  the  fons  of  Ireland,  and  to  re- 
prefent  it  as  always  hoftile  evidently  tended  to  feparation. 

Mr.  Plunket  in  a very  long  and  animated  fpeech  refle6ted  feverely  on  Dr. 
Browne’s  change  of  opinion.  He  went  over  the  old  field  of  argument;  traced 
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the  proceedings  of  the  government  from  the  firfl  mention  of  the  fcheme,  cen- 
furecl  both  the  meafure  and  the  means;  and  earneftly  exhorted  the  miniftry 
not  to  offer  violence  to  the  fettled  principles  or  fliake  the  fettled  loyalty  of 
the  country. 

The  prime  ferjeant  took  notice  of  the  arts,  which  had  been  practifed  by  the 
Anti-union  faction,  to  delude  and  inflame  the  people.  He  accufcd  the  lea- 
ders of  that  party  of  having  reforted  to  the  ufual  auxiliaries  of  a bad  caufc — 
virulence,  mifreprefentation,  clamor,  and  fedition.  He  then  appealed  to  the 
well-meaning  and  highly-refpe6table  gentlemen,  who  had  oppofed  the  Union 
from  a fincere  opinion  of  its  impolicy,  whether  it  were  juft  or  candid  to  co- 
operate with  the  faction  in  preventing  a cool  difcuffion  of  the  meafure.  As  a 
great  proportion  of  the  kingdom  had  declared  in  its  favor,  he  thought  it  the 
duty  of  the  rcprefentatives  of  the  people  to  give  it  a fair  inveftigation. 

IMr.  Barrington,  by  ferious  refledtion,  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion  that  a 
revolutionary  meafure  arifing  from  the  allies  of  a rebellion,  and  grounded  on 
the  diftracfions  of  a nation,  could  not  be  permanent;  and  he  dreaded  the  ul- 
timate lofs  of  Britifli  connexion  from  the  pertinacity  of  thofe  rainifters,  who 
widied  to  deprive  Ireland  of  her  independence. 

Sir  John  iMacartney  and  Mr.  Egan  fupported,  and  IMr.  Luke  Fox  oppofed 
the  amendment. 

j\fr.  Grattan  entered  thehoufe  between  IMr.  William  B.  Ponfonby  and  Mr. 
Arthur  jMoore,  whilft  Mr.  Egan  was  on  his  legs  actually  referring  to  the  con- 
ftitution  of  1782.  The  re-appearance  in  parliament  of  the  founder  of  that 
confritution  at  that  critical  moment  and  under  thofe  awful  circumftances, 
electrified  the  houfe  and  galleries  with  an  indefcribable  emotion  of  terrific 
joy  and  expectation.  On  rifing  to  fpeak,  he  referred  to  the  adjuflment  of 
1782.  The  minifter  of  Great  Britain,  he  laid,  had  come  forward  in  two  ce- 
lebrated productions;  he  declared  his  intolerance  of  the  parliamentary  con- 
ftitution  of  Ireland  ; that  conftitution,  which  he  ordered  the  feveral  viceroys 
to  celebrate,  in  defence  of  which  he  recommended  the  French  war,  and  to 
which  he  fwore  the  yeoman,  that  conftitution  he  now  declared  to  be  a mi- 
ferable  imperfeCtion,  concurring  with  the  men,  whom  he  had  executed  for 
thinking  the  Irilh  parliament  a grievance  ; differing  from  them  in  the  remedy 
only:  they  propofmg  to  fubftitute  a republic,  and  he  the  yoke  of  the  Britifli 
parliament.  They  had  fecn  him  inveigh  againft  their  projeCfs;  let  them  hear 
him  in  defence  of  his  own:  he  denied  in  the  face  of  the  two  nations  a public 
VoL.  H.  * K fad. 
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fa6l  regift^red  and  recorded  ; he  difclaimed  the  final  adjullment,  as  being  no 
more  than  an  incipient  train  of  negociation.  That  fettlement  confifted  of 
feveral  parts,  every  part  a record,  eftablifliing  on  the  whole  two  grand  pofi- 
tions : firft,  the  admifiion  of  Ireland’s  claim  to  be  legiflated  by  no  other  par- 
liament but  that  of  Ireland  : fecondly,  the  finality  impofed  upon  the  two 
nations;  regarding  all  conftitutional  projecls  afi'edting  each  other.  Finality 
was  not  only  a part  of  the  fettlement,  but  one  of  its  principal  obje6ts;  finality 
was  the  principal  object  of  England,  as  legiflative  independency  was  the  ob- 
je6t  of  Ireland. 

Having  fpoken  very  largely  to  the  two  points  of  regency  and  war,  on 
which  the  Unionifts  refted  their  ftrongeft  arguments  againft  the  conftitution 
of  1782,  he  thus  continued;  “ I will  put  a queltion  to  my  country.  I will 
“ fuppofe  her  at  the  bar,  and  I will  then  afk,  Will  you  fight  for  an  Union  as 
“ you  w'ould  fora  conftitution?  Will  you  fight  for  thofe  lords  and  commons, 
“ who  in  the  laft  century,  took  away  your  trade,  and  in  the  prefent  your  con- 
“ ftitution,  as  for  that  king,  lords,  and  commons,  who  reftored  both?  Well, 
“ the  minifter  has  deftroyed  this  conftitution.  To  deftroy  is  eafy.  The  edi- 
“ fices  of  the  mind,  like  the  fabrics  of  marble,  require  an  age  to  build,  but  afk 
“ only  minutes  to  precipitate;  and,  as  the  fall  is  of  no  time,  fo  neither  is  it 
“ the  effe6l  of  any  ftrength.  That  conftitution,  which  wdth  more  or  lefs  vio- 
“ lence  has  been  the  inheritance  of  this  country  for  fix  hundred  years;  that 
“ modus  teneiidi  parliamentuniy  wdiich  lafted  and  out-lafted  of  Plantagenet  the 
“ wars,  of  Tudor  the  violence,  and  of  Stuart  the  fyftematic  falfehood;  even 
“ tlie  bond  and  condition  of  our  connexion,  are  now  the  objeds  of  minif- 
“ terial  attack.  The  conftitution  wdiich  he  deftroys  is  one  of  the  pillars  of 
‘‘  Britifli  empire;  dear  in  its  violation,  dear  in  its  recovery.  Its  reftoration 
“ coft  Ireland  her  nobleft  efforts ; it  Avas  the  habitation  of  her  loyalty,  as 
“ w'ell  as  of  her  liberty,  where  ihe  had  hung  up  the  fword  of  the  volunteer ; 
“ her  temple  of  fame,  as  w'ell  as  of  freedom,  where  fhe  had  feated  herfelf,  as 
“ file  vainly  thought,  in  modeft  fecurity  and  in  a long  rcpofe.  I have  done 

w’ith  the  pile  wdiich  the  minifter  batters,  I come  to  the  Babel  which  he 
“ builds;  and,  as  he  throws  down  without  a principle,  fo  does  he  conftrudi; 
“ w'ithout  a foundation.  This  fabric  he  calls  an  Union;  and  to  this  his  fa- 
“ brie  there  are  two  ftriking  objections.  Firft,  it,  is  no  Union:  it  is  not  an 
“ identification  of  people,  for  it  excludes  the  Catholics;  Secondly,  it  is  a 
“ confolidation  of  the  legiflatures ; that  is  to  fay,  it  merges  the  Irifli  par- 
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**  liament,  and  incurs  every  objeftion  to  an  Union,  without  obtaining  the 
“ only  objeQ;  which  an  Union  profeffes:  it  is  an  extinction  of  the  con- 
“ ftitution,  and  an  exclufion  of  the  people.” 

What  was  the  language  of  the  minifter’s  advocates  to  the  Catholic  body  ? 

“ You  were  before  the  Union,  as  three  to  one;  you  will  lie  by  the  Union  as 
“ one  to  four.”  Thus  he  founds  their  hopes  of  political  power  on  the  ex- 
tinction of  phydcal  confequence,  and  makes  the  inanity  of  their  body  and  the 
non-entity  of  their  country  the  pillars  of  their  future  ambition.  He  after- 
wards obferved,  that  the  minilter,  by  his  firft  plan,  as  detailed  by  his  ad- 
vocates, not  only  excluded  the  Catholics  from  parliament,  but  alfo  deprived 
the  Proteftants  of  a due  reprefentation  in  that  alfembly;  that  he  Itruck  off 
one  half  of  the  reprefentatives  of  counties,  and  preferved  the  proportion  of 
boroughs  as  two  to  one;  thus  difmiffmg  for  ever  the  queftions  of  Catholic 
emancipation  and  parliamentary  reform  : that,  inftead  of  reforming  abufes  in 
church  and  date,  he  wilhed  to  entail  them  on  pofterity ; that,  in  lieu  of  Pro- 
teftant  afcendancy  and  Catholic  participation,  he  propofed  to  conftitute  bo- 
rough afcendancy  in  perpetual  abufe  and  dominion  ; that  it  was  his  aim  to 
reform  the  Britilh  parliament  by  nearly  fixty  boroughs,  and  that  of  Ireland  by 
nearly  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Englilh  and  Scotch  members,  and  thus  by 
mutual  mif-reprefentation  frame  an  imperial  Houfe  of  Connnons,  who  would 
become  the  hoft  of  minifters,  not  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

Of  the  predicament  in  which  the  new  members  would  be  placed,  he  laid, 
never  was  there  a fituation,  in  which  men  would  have  lb  much  temptation  to' 
a.6t  ill,  and  fo  little  to  a6t  well.  Subjed;  to  great  expence  and  confequent 
diftreffes,  having  no  fupport  from  the  voice  of  an  Irifii  public,  no  check,  tliey 
would  be  in  fituation  a fort  of  gentlemen  of  the  empire,  that  is  to  fay,  gentle- 
men at  large,  unowned  by  one  country,  and  uneleded  by  the  other,  fufpended 
between  both,  falfe  to  both,  and  belonging  to  neither.  The  fagacious  Britilh 
lecretary  of  date  had  remarked,  how  great  would  be  the  advantage  to  the  ta- 
lents of  Ireland,  to  have  this  opportunity  in  the  Britilh  empire  tlius  opened ! 
that  was  what  they  dreaded : that  the  market  of  St.  Stephen  would  be  opened 
to  the  individual,  and  the  talents  of  the  country,  like  its  property,  draughted 
from  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  be  fold  in  London.  Thefe  men,  from  their 
fituation  (man  was  the  child  of  fituation),  though  their  native  honor  might 
druggie,  would  be  the  adventurers  of  a moftexpenfive  kind,  adventurers  with 
pretenlions,  dreded  and  fold,  as  it  were,  in  the  Ihrouds  and  grave-clothes  of 
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the  Irilli  parliament,  and  playing  for  hire  their  tricks  on  her  tomb,  the  only 
repofitory  the  minilier  would  allow  to  an  Irilh  conftitution;  the  images  of  de- 
gradation and  the  reprefentatives  of  nothing;  he  then  noticed  the  bribes 
offered  by  IMr.  Pitt.  To  the  Proteftant  Church  perpetual  fecurity  M'as  pro- 
mifed;  but  a meafure  that  Avould  annihilate  the  parliament  by  which  that 
church  was  upholden,  and  disfranchife  the  people  who  fupported  that  efta- 
bliflimcnt,  would  rather  tend,  he  faid,  to  its  difgrace  and  ruin. 

To  the  Catholic  clergy  falaries  were  promifed.  Thofe  who  had  been 
flrongly  accufed  of  difloyalty  were  to  be  rewarded  for  imputed  treafons  againft 
the  king,  if  they  would  commit  real  treafons  againft  the  people.  Salaries,  he 
allowed,  might  reafonably  be  given  to  thofe  fectaries  for  the  exercife  of  reli- 
gious duty;  but  he  could  not  appprove  the  grant  of  wages  for  political  apof- 
tacy.  According  to  this  plan,  the  Catholic  religion  would  feem  to  difqualify 
its  followers  from  receiving  the  bleffmgs  of  the  conftitution,  while  their 
hoftility  to  that  conftitution  qualified  them  to  receive  a falary  for  the  exercife 
of  their  religion,  M’hich  Avould  thus  be  at  once  j)unifiied  by  civil  difability  and 
encouraged  by  ecclefiaftical  provifion : as  good  Catholics  they  would  be  dif- 
qualified,  and,  as  bad  citizens,  would  be  rewarded. 

A commutation  of  tithes  formed  another  bribe.  It  had  formerly  been 
obferved  by  fome  of  the  king’s  minifters,  in  oppofition  to  a propofal  of  that 
kind  from  Mr.  Grattan,  that  it  would  tend  to  the  overthrow  of  the  church ; 
but  now,  he  faid,  the  premier  was  not  uiiM’illing  to  overturn  the  church,  if  he 
could  at  the  fame  time  overturn  the  conftitution. 

Bribes  Avere  alfo  offered  to  the  mercantile  body.  Commercial  benefits  were 
holden  out  for  political  annihilation;  and  an  abundance  of  capital  was  pro- 
mifed ; but  firft,  a great  part  of  the  landed  capital  of  the  country  would  be 
taken  away  by  the  necefiary  operations  of  an  Union.  This  rival  being  re- 
moved, commercial  capital,  it  Avas  fuppofed,  would  quickly  take  its  place. 
But  thefe  and  other  promifes  of  the  miiiifter  Avould  probably  be  found  vi- 
fionary.  He  goes  on  (faid  Mr.  Grattan)  aflerting  Avith  great  eafe  to  himfelf, 
and  Avithout  any  obligation  to  fa6t,  upon  the  fubje6t.  Icarian  imagination  is 
the  region  in  Avhich  he  delights  to  fport.  Where  he  is  to  take  aAvay  your  parlia- 
ment, Avhere  he  is  to  take  away  your  firft  judicature,  Avhere  he  is  to  takeaway 
your  money,  Avhere  he  is  to  increafe  your  taxes,  Avhere  he  is  to  get  an  Irilh 
tribute,  there  he  is  a plain  direcl  matter-of-faft  man  ; but  Avhere  he  is  to  pay 
you  for  all  this,  there  he  is  poetic  and  prophetic ; no  longer  a third-hand 
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financier,  but  an  infpirecl  accountant.  Fancy  gives  him  her  wand  ; Amalthea 
takes  him  by  the  hand  ; Ceres  is  in  his  train.  The  Englifli  capitalift,  he 
tliiuks,  will  fettle  his  family  in  the  midft  of  thofe  Irijh  Catholics,  whom  he 
does  not  think  it  fafe  to  admit  into  parliament ; as  fubjedts,  he  thinks  them 
dangerous;  as  a neighbouring  multitude,  fafe.  The  Englifh  manufadiurer 
will  make  this  diftin6tion  ; he  will  dread  them  as  individuals,  but  will  confide  in 
them  as  a body,  and  fettle  his  family  and  his  property  in  the  midft  of  them  ; 
he  will  therefore,  the  minifter  fuppofes,  leave  his  mines,  leave  his  machinery, 
leave  his  comforts,  leave  his  habits,  conquer  his  prejudices,  and  come  over  to 
Ireland  to  meet  his  taxes,  and  mifs  his  conftitution.  The  manufa6lurers 
did  not  do  this  vdien  the  taxes  of  Ireland  were  few,  or  when  there  was  no 
milrtary  government  in  Ireland  : however,  as  prejudices  againft  this  country 
increafe,  he  fuppofes  that  commercial  confidence  ma3Ancreafe  likeudfe.  There 
is  no  contradiding  all  this,  becaufe  arguments  which  reafon  does  not  fuggeft 
reafon  cannot  remove.  Befides,  the  minifter  in  all  this  does  not  argue,  but 
foretell;  now  you  cannot  anfwer  a prophet,  you  can  only  dilbelieve  him.  The 
premier  finds  a great  abfentee  draught:  he  gives  you  another ; and,  having 
fecured  to  jmu  two  complaints,  he  engages  to  cure  both.  Among  the  prin- 
ci]ial  caufes  of  complaint,  we  may  reckon  another  effedt  arifmg  from  the 
non-refidence  of  the  Irilh  landlords,  whofe  prefence  on  their  own  eftates  is  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  fuccour,  as  well  as  the  improvement  of  their  tenantiy ; that 
the  pealants  may  not  perilh  for  want  of  medicines,  of  cordial,  or  of  cure, 
which  they  can  only' find  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  landlord,  who  civilizes 
them,  and  regulates  them  in  the  capacity  of  a magiftrate,  Avhile  he  covers  them 
and  hufiiands  them  in  that  of  a protector,  improving  not  onl}"  them  but  him- 
felf  by  the  exercife  of  his  virtues,  as  well  as  by  the  difpenfation  of  his  pro- 
perty, drawing  together  the  two  orders  of  fuciety,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  until 
each  may  adminilter  to  the  other,  and  civilize  the  one  by  giving,  and  the 
other  by  receiving ; fo  that  ariftocracy  and  democracy  may  have  a head  and 
a body  ; fo  that  the  rich  may  bring  on  the  poor,  and  the  poor  maj^  fupport 
the  rich ; and  both  contributing  to  the  ftrength,  order,  and  beauty  of  the 
Rate,  may  form  that  pillar  of  fociety  yvhere  all  below  is  ftrength,  and  all  above 
is  grace.  How  does  the  minifter’s  plan  accomplifli  this  ? He  Avithdraws  the 
landed  gentlemen,  and  then  improves  Irilh  manners  by  Englilh  fadors.  The 
minifter  propofes  to  you  to  gR^e  up  the  ancient  inheritance  of  your  country, 
to  proclaim  an  utter  and  blank  incapacity  to  make  laAVS  for  your  OAvn  people, 
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and  to  regifter  this  proclamation  in  an  a6t,  which  infli6ls  on  this  ancient  na- 
tion an  eternal  difability ; and  he  accompanies  thefe  monftrous  propofals  by 
undifguifed  terror  and  unqualified  bribery ; and  this  he  calls  no  attack  on 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  kingdom.  The  thing  which  he  propofes  to  buy 
is  what  cannot  be  fold— liberty.  For  it  he  has  nothing  to  give.  Every  thing 
of  value  which  you  polfefs  you  obtained  under  a free  conftitution  ; if  you  re- 
fign  this,  you  muft  not  only  be  Haves  but  idiots.  His  propofitions  are  built 
upon  nothing  but  your  dilhonor.  He  tells  you  (it  is  his  main  argument) 
that  you  are  unfit  to  exercife  a free  conftitution  ; and  he  aife6ts  to  prove  it 
by  the  experiment.  Jacobinifm  grows,  he  fays,  out  of  the  very  ftate  and 
condition  of  Ireland.  I have  heard  of  parliament  impeaching  minifters  ; but 
here  is  a minifter  impeaching  parliament.  He  does  more ; he  impeaehes  the 
parliamentary  conftitution  itfelf.  The  abufes  in  that  conftitution  he  has  pro- 
tefted  ; it  is  only  its  exiftence  that  he  deftroys  : and  on  what  ground  ? Your 
exports  fince  your  emancipation,  under  that  conftitution,  and  in  a great  mea- 
fure  by  it,  have  been  nearly  doubled  ; commercially  therefore  it  has  worked 
well.  Your  concord  with  England  fince  the  emancipation,  as  far  as  it  relates 
to  parliament,  on  the  fubjeft  of  Avar,  has  been  not  only  improved,  but  has 
been  productive;  imperially,  therefore,  it  has  Avorked  Avell.  To  Avhat  then 
does  the  minifter  in  faCt  objeCt  ? that  you  have  fupported  him,  that  you  have 
concurred  in  his  fyftem  : therefore  he  propofes  to  the  people  to  abolifli  the 
parliament,  and  to  continue  the  minifter.  He  does  more  ; he  propofes  to  you 
to  fubftitute  the  Britifli  parliament  in  your  place,  to  deftroy  the  body  that  re- 
ftored  your  liberties,  and  reftore  that  body,  Avhich  deftroyed  them.  Againft 
fuch  a propofition,  Avere  I expiring  on  the  floor,  I fliould  beg  to  utter  iny  laft 
breath,  and  to  record  my  dying  teftimony.” 

Mr.  Corry  replied  at  large  to  Mr.  Grattan.  The  inferiority  of  the  Irifh 
conftitution  Avas  obvious  in  the  want  of  that  power  of  controlling  the  exer- 
cife of  the  royal  prerogative  in  queftions  of  peace  and  Avar,  Avhich  the  Britifh 
lords  and  commons  poffelfed.  Where,  he  might  afk,  was  the  control  of  the 
Flibernian  parliament  over  the  Britifh  minifter  advifmg  the  king  to  declare 
Avar,  Avhen  ev’en  Avith  refpeCt  to  the  minifter  in  Ireland  the  power  of  that  body 
Avas  totally  inoperative  over  Avhat  the  honorable  gentleman  himfelf  had  fo 
often  expreflively  termed  the  fugacious  refponfibility  of  thofe,  Avho  could  elude 
the  grafp  of  parliament,  and  feoff  at  its  authority  by  ftepping  on  board  of 
the  packet  ? 
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On  the  divifion  about  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  96  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment, 138  againft  it.  This  majority  of  42  exceeded  the  warmeft  expe61a- 
tions  of  government;  and  the  viceroy  hoped  to  increafe  it  by  allowing  an 
interval  of  fome  weeks  to  pafs,  before  he  fent  to  either  houfe  a copy  of  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

The  defeat  of  the  Anti-UnioniHs  by  a majority  of  42,  fluflied  the  minifter 
with  confidence,  and  drove  their  opponents  almofl;  to  defperation.  The  mem- 
bers were  nowfo  far  marfiialled  into  their  ranks,  that  confiderable  changes  or 
converfions  were  not  to  be  expected  on  either  fide  : fome  folitar}  inftances  of 
converfions  did  appear.  No  means  of  converfion  or  confirmation  were  omit- 
ted on  either  fide.  In  order  to  countera6l  the  firft  effe6ls  of  this  minifterial 
triumph  in  the  capital,  within  an  hour  or  two  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  (at  ten  o’clock  on  the  l6th  of  January)  an  aggregate 
meeting  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin  was  convened 
by  inftant  requifition,  at  which  they  paffed  very  ftrong  refolutions,*  and 

amonglt 


*■  The  following  were  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  which  ihew  the  fpirit  of  that  day. 
AGGREGATE  MEETING. 

l6tk  January  1800. 

At  a moft  numerous  and  refpeftable  meeting  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, alTembled  this  day  by  requifition,  at  the  Seffions-houfe, 

The  High  Sheriffs  in  the  Chair, 

The  following  gentlemen  were  conftituted  a committee,  who  reported  the  following  refolutions 
and  addrefs,  which  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  meeting  j Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Deafe,  Mr. 
Rawlins,  Mr.  R.  M'Donnell,  Mr.  Moore,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Howifon. 

“ 1 . That  the  conllitution  of  Ireland,  as  eftabli died  at  the  memorable  period  of  1782,  is  the  in- 
defeafible  and  unalienable  right  of  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity. 

2.  That  we  do  moft  folemnly  and  firmly  proteft  againft  any  a6t,  which  In  deftroying  that  con- 
“ ftitution,  exceeds  the  powers  with  which  our  reprefentatives  in  parliament  have  been  invefted  j 
" and  we  do  aflert,  that  they  have  no  right  to  adopt  the  difgraceful  propofal  of  this  our  extindtion 
“■  for  ever.  Their  powers  are  limited  in  time  and  extent,  but  the  rights  of  the  people  are  unpre- 
‘f  fcriptable  and  immortal. 

“ 3.  That  the  re-propofal  of  the  meafure  of  a Legiflative  Union  with  Great  Britain  to  the  fame 
parliament,  which  not  a year  fince  rejedted  even  its  difcuflion  with  indignation,  is  as  infulting, 
as  its  confequences  may  be  dreadful. 

“ 4.  That  the  means  refortedto  for  thepurpofe  of  procuring  a parliamentary  concurrence  in  this 
meafure,  and  a delufive  approbation  of  the  people,  are  bafe  and  unconftitutionaL  and  we  call 
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amonglt  others  a moft  enthufiaftic  panegyric  on  the  talents,  virtue,  and  pa- 
triotifm  of  i\Ir.  Grattan,  their  late  member.  The  quick  fliiftings  of  the  po- 

pidaris 

on  thofe  who  fupported  the  meafure,  to  recolle6t,  that  while  they  think  they  can  violate  the 
conliitution  with  impunity,  we  remember  we  have  taken  a folemn  oath  to  maintain  it. 

“ b.  That  we  contemplate  with  horror,  the  ungenerous  language  held  to  us  in  the  hour  of  our 
diftrefs.  The  manner  in  which  we  acquired  our  glorious  conftitution  is  openly  avowed  ; it  re- 
“ mains  only  for  us  to  fay,  that  a conftitution  which  we  proudly  aflerted,  ought  never  to  be  bafely 
furrendered,  and  we  pledge  ourfelves  moft  folemnly,  while  we  have  life,  we  never  will  be  the 
willing  flaves  of  diflronorable  negociation. 

“ 6.  That  we  hail  the  aufpicious  moment  of  internal  unanimity,  when  the  cordial  concurrence 
“ and  co-operation  of  all  fetSts  and  perfuafions,  as  common  brothers  in  a common  caufe,  ftiall 
render  any  attempt  upon  our  liberties,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  proceed,  difgraceful  and 
“ ineftedtual. 

7.  That  the  grateful  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  returned  to  the  virtuous  minority  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  who  fupported  the  independence  of  Ireland,  by  oppofing  a Legiflative  Union  with 
“ Great  Britain. 

“ 8.  That  our  worthy  reprefentatives,  J.  C.  Beresford,  Efq.  and  the  Right  Hon.  George  Ogle, 
“ highly  merit,  and  we  do  hereby  tender  them  our  fincere  acknowledgments  for  their  uniform  and 
fteady  oppofition  to  an  attempt  to  annihilate  the  independence  of  Ireland.  ^ 

“ p.  That  our  warmeft  thanks  and  gratitude  are  due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  the  Right  Ho- 
norable  John  Fofter,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whofe  virtuous  and  patriotie  condudl 
“ have  endeared  him  to  every  Irifliman,  who  loves  his  country  j and  that  we  can  never  defpair  of 
“ the  fuccefs  of  a caufe,  fupported  by  the  talents  and  virtue  of  a man,  who  has  on  all  occafions 
“ proved  himfelf  the  fteady  friend  of  Ireland. 

“ 10.  That  we  feel  the  moft  lively  fatisfadtion  at  the  return  of  our  late  able  and  virtuous  repre- 
“ fentative,  H.  Grattan,  Efq.  to  our  fenate,  at  this  alarming  crifis  of  our  liberty  j and  that  we  de- 
rive  the  moft  encouraging  prefage  from  the  addition  of  Inch  fplendid  talents,  and  fuch  well-tried 
“ virtue,  to  the  honeft  friends  of  Ireland,  who,  unfeduced  by  corruption,  and  unawed  by  power, 
“ have  continued  firm  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  country;  and  that  the  following  addrefs 
“ be  prefented  to  Mr.  Grattan  : 

” Sir, 

" FOR  your  fpirit  and  patriotifm,  accept  our  moft  grateful  acknowledgments. 
You  have  come  forward  at  a time  moft  critical  to  Irith  liberty,  to  fave  the  conftitution. 

“ This  attempt  of  the  minifter,  the  annexation  ftir  ever  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  the  Britillr 
parliament,  is  hateful  to  every  lover  of  his  eountry.  When  you  fo  illuftrioully  diftinguiftied 
" yourfelf  in  eftablifhing  the  independence  of  the  Irifli  legiflature,  the  fupport  of  the  people  was 
“ not  w'anting.  You  will  have  it  on  this  occafion,  and  with  your  virtues  and  talents,  it  would  be 
“ criminal  to  defpair  of  fuceefs.” 

“ Refolved,  That  the  high  ftieriffs  be  requefted  to  prefent  faid  refolutions  and  addrefs,  accom- 
panied  by  fuch  freemen  and  freeholders  as  chufe  to  attend. 
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pulay'is  aura  fliould  not  here  pafs  unnoticed.  The  ingratitude  and  calum- 
nies of  Mr.  Grattan's  late  conftituents  had  weighed  not  lightly  in  the  fcale, 
whieh  turned  that  gentleman’s  refolution  to  retire  from  parliament.  1 hey 
now  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  triumvirate  of  their  affe6lions  and  adora- 
tion with  Melfrs.  Fofter  and  Ogle,  who  had  been  unceafing  obje6ts  of  Mr. 
Grattan’s  oppohtion  during  the  whole  couife  of  his  political  career  in  par- 
liament. 

On  the  15th  of  February  1800,  petitions  againft  a legiflative  Union  with 


Refolved,  That  the  aforefaid  refolutions,  with  the  anfwers  of  the  fpeaker,  our  reprefentatives, 

and  Mr.  Grattan,  (when  received)  be  printed." 

The  high  flieriff  having  quitted  the  chair,  it  was  taken  by  Mr.  Alderman  Crothers,  and  the  una- 
nimous thanks  of  the  meeting  were  returned  to  the  high  fheriffs,  for  their  patriotic  conduct  dif- 
played  by  their  readinefs  in  calling  this  meeting,  and  their  highly  proper  conduft  in  the  chair. 

The  high  Iheriffs  were  pleafed  to  appoint  Saturday,  at  one  o’clock,  to  meet  at  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, to  proceed  to  the  fcveral  gentlemen  with  the  refolutions  of  thanks,  &c. 

The  following  are  the  anfwers  to  tlie  above  refolutions  : 

" Gentlemen, 

” I AM  truly  thankful  for  your  approbation  of  my  conduft,  and  the  very  flat- 

tering  terms  in  which  it  is  exprefled. 

“ A fincere  convidlion  of  the  ruinous  confequences  attendant  on  a Legiflative  Union,  bound  me 
“ to  oppofe  it.  Every  day’s  refledion  fince  has  ferved  to  increafe  that  conviction,  and  to  (hew  me 
“ tliat  the  great  fafeguard  and  true  fecurity  of  our  own  liberties,  and  of  what  is  equally  dear  to 
“ every  loyal  Irifliman,  our  perpetual  connexion  wdth  Great  Britain,  lie  in  the  prefervation  of  a 
" feparate  independent  parliament  within  the  kingdom,  under  the  couftitution  eftablilhed  and  rati- 
“ fled  in  1782. 

“ Accept  my  warmeft  thanks,  and  believe  me  to  be  with  tlic  moft  fincere  refped  and  attachment 
" your  very  faithful  and  obedient  fervant,  John  Foster.” 

“ Gentlemen, 

YOUR  refolution  does  us  great  honor : we  are  grateful  for  it.  When  we 
“■  oeafe  to  deferve  your  confidence,  we  hope  you  will  withdraw  it  from  us  for  ever. 

“ J.  C.  Beresford. 

“ George  Osle.” 


" Gentlemen, 

“ I AGREE  with  you  in  thinking  the  prefent  crifis  to  be  truly  alarming.  After 
''  confidering  the  projed  of  an  Union  fully,  fairly,  and  difpalfionately,  with  every  advantage  pro- 
“ raifed  and  profelTed,  I do  really  and  fincerely  think  it  the  worll  meafure  ever  propofed  in  this 
“ country.  I fliall  contribute  my  mite  to  oppofe  it  j I have  no  confidence  in  the  powers  of  my 
" own  broken  and  fliattered  exertions  ; but  I have  fufficient  ftrength  remaining  to  bear  my  laft 
teftimony  againft  an  Union.  Henry  Grattan.” 

Dublin,  Jan.  18,  1800, 

VoL.  II. 
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Great  Britain  were  received  from  the  counties  of  Dublin,  Limerick,  Wexford, 
Cavan,  Longford,  Tipperary,  Galway,  Meath  and  Fermanagh,  as  alfo  from 
the  city  of  Limerick,  and  the  town  of  Belfaft,  and  feveral  others.  When 
on  the  introduction  of  the  Tipperary  petition, 

Mr.  Bagwell  (one  of  the  reprefen  tatives  of  that  county)  declared,  that 
notwithftanding  the  fupport  he  had  been  induced  to  give  the  meafure  of 
a legiflative  Union,  on  the  firft  night  of  the  felTion,  from  the  refolutions  of 
a number  of  his  refpeCtable  conftituents,  in  favor  of  it,  having  been  pre- 
fen ted  to  him  In'  the  high  flieriif;  yet,  on  infpecting  the  lift  of  names  aftixed 
to  the  petition  before  the  houfe,  he  obferved  fo  large  a majority  of  the 
independence  and  property  of  the  county,  among  whom  he  difcerned  the 
names  of  feveral,  who  had  before  declared  a different  fentiment  on  the  quef- 
tion,  that  he  was  now  determined  to  oppofe  the  meafure  whenever  brought 
forward  in  parliament. 

Sir  L.  Parfons  ftated  to  the  houfe  an  a6t,  which  he  confidered  as  the 
greateft  enormity,  an  high  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  parliament,  and 
a violation  of  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeCi.  Fle  faid  he  had  it  from  a moft 
lefpeClable  authority,  which  he  named,  that  fome  time  ago  Major  Rogers, 
who  commands  at  Birr,  having  been  told  that  there  was  an  intention  of 
afl’embling  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  to  deliberate  on  the  propriety  of 
petitioning  againft  a legiflative  Union,  the  major  replied  he  would  difperfe' 
them  by  force  if  they  attempted  any  Rich  thing;  that  the  major,  however, 
applied  to  government  for  direction:  what  anfwer  or  directions  he  received 
could  only  be  judged  of  by  his  immediate  conduCt.  On  Sunday  laft  feveral 
magiftrates  and  refpeCtable  inhabitants  affembled  in  the  feftion-houfe,  when 
the  high  flieriff'  (Mr.  Derby)  went  to  them  and  ordered  them  to  difperfe, 
or  he  would  compel  them;  they  were  about  to  depart,  when  a gentleman 
came  and  told  them  the  army  was  approaching;  the  affembly  had  but  juft 
time  to  vote  the  refolutions,  but  not  to  fign  them;  they  broke  up,  and  as 
they  went  out  of  the  feftion-houfe,  they  law  moving  towards  it  a column 
of  troops  with  four  pieces  of  cannon  in  front,  matches  lighted,  and  every 
difpofition  for  an  attack  upon  the  feftion-houfe;  a building  fo  conftruCfed, 
that  if  a cannon  had  been  fired,  it  muft  have  fallen  on  the  magiftrates  and 
the  people,  and  buried  them  in  its  ruins.  A gentleman  fpoke  to  IMajor 
Rogers  on  the  fubjeCt  of  his  approaching  in  that  hoftile  manner;  his  anfwer 
was^  that  he  waited  but  for  one  word  from  the  flieriff,  that  lie  might  blow 

them 
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them  to  atoms  ! Thefe  were  the  dreadful  meafures,  Sir  Laurence  faid,  by 
which  government  endeavoured  to  force  the  Union  upon  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, by  hilling  their  fentiments  and  dragooning  them  into  fubmilfion.  He 
thenpropofed  two  refolutions  to  the  houfe  to  the  following  eflefl; 

ift.  “ That  to  prevent  by  military  force  the  freeholders  of  any  county 
“ from  meeting  to  petition  parliament,  is  a grofs  violation  of  the  privileges 
“ of  this  houfe,  and  a fubverfion  of  the  conftitution. 

2d.  “ That  Verney  Derby,  Efq.  and  Major  Rogers  do  attend  at  the  bar 
“ of  this  houfe  on  Wednefday  next.” 

Mr.  Bowes  Daly  feconded  the  motion.  He  reprobated  fuch  violent  con- 
du6l,  and  hoped  country  gentlemen  would  make  a common  caufe  of  it. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  faid,  that  he  had  never  before,  either  in  his  official  or 
parliamentary  capacity,  heard  a fy liable  of  the  matter  then  ftated  to  the 
houfe.  The  honorable  baronet  ought  to  have  come  prepared  with  proofs  of 
the  facts  alleged;  but  his  manner  feenied  more  calculated  to  inflame  than  to 
inform.  He  had  alfumed  as  fa6l,  perhaps  upon  very  flight  authority,  an 
outrage,  which  every  man  mull  condemn,  if  true;  and  then  he  had  thought 
proper  to  impute  to  government  the  odium  of  that  outrage.  As  to  the  firft 
refolution,  his  lordlhip  faid  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  parlia- 
ment to  vote  an  acknowledged  truifm.  It  was  one  of  the  many  inflam- 
matory tricks,  which  had  of  late  been  frequently  played  off,  and  if  now 
adopted  would  feem  to  admit  the  fact  alleged,  by  unneceflarily  declaring 
a principle  always  and  univerfally  aflerted. 

Sir  John  Parnell,  Mr.  Ogle,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  fpoke  againft  the 
enormity  of  the  alleged  offence;  but  they  agreed  that  the  parties  accufed 
fliould  be  heard  at  the  bar;  and,  upon  the  fuggeftion  of  thofe  gentlemen.  Sir 
Laurence  Parfons  withdrew  his  firft  refolution,  and  the  fecond  paffed  unani- 
moufly. 

Then  Lord  Caftlereagh  acquainted  the  houfe  that  he  had  a *meffage  from 

his 

* " CORNWALLIS, 

“ AT  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feflion,  in  obedience  to  the  particular  commands, 
" which  I received  from  his  majefty,  I acquainted  tliis  parliament,  that  a joint  addrefs  of  tlie  two 

houfes  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  been  laid  before  his  majefty,  accompanied  by  refolutions 
“ propofing  and  recommending  a complete  and  entire  union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to 
“ be  eftablifhed  by  the  mutual  confent  of  both  parliaments,  founded  on  equal  and  liberal  principles, 
•*'  on  the  limilarity  of  conftitution  and  government,  and  on  a fenfc  of  mutual  interefts  and  affedtions. 

* i 2 "I  have 
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his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  which  he  read ; and  then  proceeded  in 
great  confidence  to  lay  open  the  plan  of  the  Union,  which  he  now  looked  up 
to  as  a certainty. 

He  prefaced  his  fpeech  Avith  fome  remarks  on  the  unfavorable  reception, 
which  had  attended  it  in  the  preceding  year,  and  on  the  change  of  fentiment, 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  many  who  were  then  hoftile  to  the 
meafure.  The  refiftance  to  it,  he  faid,  had  been  principally  occalioned  by 
ignorance  of  its  nature  and  mifreprefentation  of  its  effects.  In  proportion 
as  it  was  more  deliberately  and  ftdly  inveftigated,  the  oppofition  to  it  became 
lefs  general,  and  the  clamours  lefs  violent.  The  great  body  of  the  landed 
property  in  Ireland  became  friendly  to  the  principle;  for  the  property  of  thofe 
who  had  declared  in  favor  of  it  in  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  was,  in 
comparifon  with  that  of  its  opponents,  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  three 
to  one.  Nineteen  counties,  whofe  fuperficial  contents  formed  five-fevenths 
of  the  ifland,  had  come  forward  in  its  fupport.  He  did  not  mean  to  alfert, 
that  thefe  counties  were  unanimous  in  approving  the  meafure.  Complete 
and  perfect  unanimity  was  not  to  be  expe6ted  upon  any  great  political  quef- 
tion;  but  he  would  venture  to  affert,  that  a very  great  proportion  of  the 
property  in  thofe  counties  decidedly  favored  it,  and  mod;  of  the  great  com- 
mercial towns  in  the  kingdom  had  alfo  declared  in  its  favor.  Dublin  was 
then  affe6led,  as  Edinburgh  had  been  at  the  time  of  the  union  with  Scotland; 


I have  it  now  further  in  command  from  his  majefty  to  lay  thofe  refolutions  before  this  houfe, 
" and  folemnly  to  recommend  to  the  confideration  of  his  faithful  commons  the  great  objefts  they 
" embrace. 

“ His  majelly  has  obferved  with  increafingfatisfaftion,  that  the  fentiments  which  have  continued 
“ to  be  manifefted  in  favor  of  this  important  and  falutary  meafure  by  fuch  numerous  and  refpedt- 
” able  deferiptions  of  his  Irifh  fubjefts,  confirm  the  hope  he  has  exprefled,  that  its  accomplilhment 
will  prove  to  be  as  much  the  joint  with  as  it  unqueftionably  is  the  common  intereft  of  both  his 
“ kingdoms  : an  event  to  which  his  majefty  looks  forward  with  the  utmoft  earneftnefs,  as  the  only 
" means,  by  which  the  common  interefts  of  all  his  people  can  be  indiflblubly  united,  and  their 
" fecurity  and  happinefs  can  be  permanently  eftablilhed. 

“ His  majefty  therefore  relies  on  the  wifdom  of  his  parliaments,  and  the  loyal  concurrence  of 
" his  people  for  the  completion  of  this  great  work,  with  a firm  perfuafion  that  a full  and  unreferved 
" participation  of  conftitutional  and  commercial  advantages  will  augment  and  perpetuate  the  prof- 
“ perity  of  his  fubje6ts  of  his  united  kingdom,  and  that  under  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence  the  , 
" freedom  and  power  of  the  Britilh  empire  will  be  eftablilhed  on  a foundation  not  to  be  lliaken 
“ by  the  efforts  either  of  its  foreign  or  domeftic  enemies,” 


and 
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and  he  trufted  would  like  Edinburgh  have  caufe  to  be  thankful  to  Provi- 
dence for  the  accomplilhment  of  an  union  Avith  Great  Britain. 

He  then  animadverted  on  the  proceedings  of  the  chief  adverfaries  of  the 
Union,  who  not  fatisfied  with  exerciling  their  deliberative  powers  within 
thofe  walls,  but  organizing  themfelves  in  another  place,  empowering  certain 
perfons*  to  fend  their  letters  milfive  through  the  country,  and  eftablifliing 
agents  in  the  different  counties,  to  bring  the  mafs  of  the  people  to  the  bar  of 
that  houfe,  as  petitioners  againft  the  meafure  of  Union.  He  was  forry  to  fay, 
that  fome  of  the  agents  of  thofe  gentlemen  had  gone  forth  with  the  moft 
unwarrantable  pretences,  and  adopted  the  moft  treacherous  artifices,  and  the 
moft  ludicrous  mifreprefentations,  to  deceive  and  diftra6l  the  populace,  whofe 
fignatures  againft  an  Union  they  wiftied  to  obtain.  That  had  alfo  been  the 
cafe  in  the  Scotifh  Union?  The  table  of  the  parliament  was  day  after  day, 
for  the  fpace  of  three  months,  covered  with  fuch  petitions:  but  the  Scotifh 
legiflators  aded  as,  he  trufted,  the  Irilh  parliament  would  ad;  they  confidered 
only  the  public  advantage;  and,  fteadily  purfiiing  that  objed,  neither  mif- 
led  by  artifices  nor  intimidated  by  tumult,  they  received,  in  the  gratitude  of 
their  country  that  reward,  which  amply  compenfated  their  arduous  labors  in 
the  great  work  fo  happily  accompli ihed. 

The  principle  of  the  meafure  had  been  inveftigated  with  fuch  depth  of  ar- 
gument and  fuch  found  ability, t in  a fpeech,  which  had  been  fmce  com- 
mitted to  the  prefs,  that  he  confidered  it  as  placed  beyond  queftion  or  doubt. 

With  regard  to  the  mode  of  proceeding,  which  the  projedors  of  the  fcheme 
intended  to  adopt,  he  premifed,  that  it  was  originally  their  wifli  to  follow  the 
form  purfued  in  the  Union  with  Scotland,  and  to  propofe  the  appointment  of 
commiftioners  of  both  realms,  who  might  digeft  articles  for  the  confideration 
of  the  two  parliaments;  but  that,  as  this  plan  had  been  prevented  by  the  refu- 
fal  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  to  allow  a dilcuftion  of  the  queftion,  it  be- 
came expedient  for  his  majefty’s  minifters  to  adopt  meafures,  which  might 
defeat  the  mifreprefentations  of  their  viev'S,  and  unfold  to  this  kingdom  the 
liberal  intentions  of  Great  Britain.  For  this  purpofe  they  had  introduced 
into  the  Britilli  parliament  thofe  articles,  which  had  been  now  tranfmitted  to 
Ireland,  forming  a bafts  for  more  extenftve  refolutions.  After  the  minute  in- 
veftigation  of  thefe  articles  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  the  detailed  ap- 

* Alluding  to  the  Marquis  of  Downllaire,  &c.  vide  antea. 

f By  Mr.  Smith. 
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plication  of  the  general  principles  involved  in  them,  the  matured  fcheme  would 
be  fubmitted  to  the  approbation  of  each  legiflature,  and  eventually  fandlioned 
by  folemn  adls. 

The  fecretary’s  firft  propofition  dated  the  grand  objedt  in  terms  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  the  fiift  refolution  of  the  Britifli  parliament.  The  three  articles 
which  followed  tended  to  eftablilh  the  complete  identity  of  the  executive 
power  in  every  poffibility  of  circumftance  and  in  every  application  of  authori- 
ty. Some  would  think  that  this  objedt  was  fecured  by  the  act  of  annexation; 
but,  though  he  venerated  that  adt  as  the  only  bond  now  connedling  this 
realm  with  Britain,  he  confidered  it,  both  in  principle  and  operation,  as  ex- 
tremely defedtive.  In  principle,  it  gave  to  the  parliament  of  another  coun- 
try, in  which  the  Irifli  are  not  reprefented,  one  of  the  moft  important  legifla- 
tive  powers,  that  of  regulating  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown.  That  the  prac- 
tice was  not  lefs  defedtive  than  the  principle,  appeared  in  the  cafe  of  the  re- 
gency ; for  the  prince  of  Wales  was  abfolutely  conftituted  regent  by  the  addrefs 
of  the  Irifli  legiflature,  before  any  regent  was  appointed  by  Great  Britain, 

To  prove  the  danger  of  fo  imperfedt  a connexion  his  lordlhip  inftanced  the 
eondudt  of  James  II,,  when  after  his  abdication  of  the  crown  of  England,  he 
repaired  to  Ireland,  and  made  ufe  of  the  parliament  as  an  inftrument  for 
eredting  his  oppofition  to  England,  and  ellablifliing  a diftindt  monarchy  in 
Ireland,* 

He  then  put  fome  illuftrative  queflions  refpedting  the  predicament  in  which 
Ireland  flood  in  the  important  cafes  of  war,  of  peace,  and  of  treaties.  He  then 
referred  to  a more  frequent  and  juft  ground  of  complaint  in  that  houfe,  that  the 
Irifli  minifler,  adling  as  he  did  under  the  diredlion  of  a Britifli  cabinet,  was  not 
refponfible  to  the  Irifli  parliament  from  the  moment  of  his  withdrawing  from 
this  kingdom,  unlefs,  by  a derogation  from  our  independence,  we  fliould  im- 
peach him  at  the  bar  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  offending  againft 
the  conflitution  of  Ireland,  Who,  he  afked,  advifed  the  meafures  of  the  Irifli 
government?  The  Englifli  minifler.  And  how  could  the  Irifli  parliament 
reach  him?  Who  admiiiiftered  the  great  feal  of  England,  without  which  no 
Jegiflative  adt  could  be  ratified?  An  Englifli  minifler.  And  how  could  the 
Irifli  parliament  reach  him?  In  fliort,  how  eould  an  efficient  and  conflitu- 
lional  refponfibility  be  obtained,  but  by  making  the  jurifdidtion  of  parlia- 
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men t as  comprehenfive  as  the  executive  power?  And  this  could  be  eifefled 
by  an  Union  alone. 

He  feparately  and  fucceffively  refuted  all  the  objedlions  made  againft  the 
Union,  as  to  its  reducing  Ireland  to  a mere  colony,  as  to  its  weakening  the 
executive  power  in  Ireland,  as  to  the  iinpotency  of  a non-refident  parliament, 
and  as  to  future  commercial  and  financial  arrangements. 

He  then  entered  into  the  following  detail. 

Upon  a comparifon  of  the  average  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of 
Great  Britain  for  three  years,  ending  with  January,  1799,  compared  with 
tliofe  of  Ireland  ending  on  the  25th  of  March  preceding,  he  found  that  the 
value  of  Britifii  commerce  amounted  to  73,961,899/.,  and  that  of  Irifli  com- 
merce to  10,925,961/.  and  that  they  bear  the  proportion  to  each  other  of 
nearly  feven  to  one.  On  a fimilar  comjxirifon  of  the  value  of  the  following 
articles,  viz.  malt,  beer,  ipirits,  wine,  tea,  tobacco,  and  fugar,  confumed  in  the 
refpe6tive  countries,  he  found  that  the  value  of  the  Britilli  articles  amounted 
to  46,891,655/.,  and  that  of  thelrilh  articles  to  5,954,856/.  forming  a propor:- 
tion  of  7 and  7-Sths  to  one.  The  medium,  therefore,  or  11  to  1 was  to  be 
taken  as  the  fair  proportion ; and  upon  this  principle  Great  Britain  ought  to 
contribute  fifteen  parts,  and  Ireland  two,  to  the  general  expences  of  the  em- 
pire. 

In  the  article  which  related  to  this  liead,  the  firft  fe6lion  provided,  that  the 
pall  debts  of  the  two  kingdoms  fiiould  be  borne  by  them  refpe6lively ; and,  if 
they  coupled  this  liberal  provifion  with  the  ninth  feflion  of  the  article,  which 
gave  to  Ireland  a participation  in  AV’hatever  fums  might  be  produced  from  the 
territorial  revenues  of  the  dependencies  of  Great  Britain  in  India,  they  would 
acknowlege  not  only  the  juftice  but  the  generofity  of  the  terms.  Great  Bri- 
tain held  out  to  Ireland  a proportional  enjoyment  of  all  the  advantages  of  the 
empire,  without  requiring  the  fmalleft  participation  in  the  burthens,  which 
ihe  had  incurred  to  procure  them;  and  Ireland  would  acquire  a revenue  of 
58,000/.  a year,  in  eafe  of  her  own  burthens,  out  of  the  revenues  paid  by  the 
Eaft  India  company,  from  the  territories  fubdued  by-Britilh  arms. 

By  thefecond  fe6tion,  the  proportional  contribution  of  15  to  2 would  con- 
tinue for  twenty  years,  that  the  fyfiern  of  tire  Union  might  acquire  fiability, 
before  it  fiiould  be  fubjecled  to  the  flighteft  modification. 

When  he  ftated  the  fyftem  of  contributing  on  the  principle  of  proportional 
ability,  he  was  aware  that  a natural  objection  would  arife,  that,  hoivever  fain 
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or  liberal  the  lyftem  might  appear  at  prefent,  it  might  at  a fature  period,  and 
under  different  circumltances,  prove  to  be  both  partial  and  difadvantageous. 
It  was  therefore  intended,  that  the  imperial  parliament  Ihould  have  a power 
to  revife  the  proportion  at  the  given  period  he  had  mentioned,  but  that  the 
levifion  Ihould  be  grounded  upon  the  fame  principles,  upon  which  the  origi- 
nal proportion  was  formed,  and  limited  to  the  refult  of  thofe  principles. 
Their  contributions,  therefore,  might  hereafter  vary  according  to  their  rela- 
tive increafed  or  diminiflied  ability  ; but,  until  the  period  of  a common  taxa- 
tion fliould  have  arifen,  the  principles  and  the  bafis  of  their  contribution  were 
unalterably  fixed.  The  only  power  referved  to  the  imperial  parliament,  was 
to  examine  and  afcertain  the  criteria,  by  which  the  abilities  of  the  two  coun- 
tries were  to  be  determined : the  criteria  themfelves  were  to  remain  unaltered 
and  unalterable:  and,  fmce  they  were  of  fuch  a nature  that  they  could  not 
fail  of  leading  to  a fair  refult,  Ireland  had  by  thefe  means  the  utmoft  polfible 
fecurity,  that  Ihe  could  not  be  taxed  beyond  the  meafure  of  her  comparative 
ability,  and  that  the  ratio  of  her  contribution  muft  ever  correfpond  w ith  her 
relative  wealth  and  profperity. 

By  the  fourth  fe6tion,  the  revenues  of  Ireland  would  conftitute  a confoli- 
dated  fund,  which  would  be  charged  in  the  frit  place  with  the  intereft  and 
finking  fund  of  the  debt  of  Ireland,  and  be  afterwards  appropriated  to  its  pro- 
portional contribution.  The  fifth  fe6tion  gave  power  to  the  imperial  parlia- 
ment to  impofe  fuch  taxes  in  Ireland  as  might  be  necelfary  for  her  contingent; 
but  it  ihould  in  no  cafe  be  enabled  to  impofe  higher  taxes,  after  the  Union, 
upon  any  article  in  Ireland,  than  the  fame  article  Ihould  bear  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  fixth  fetdion  afcertained  the  manner,  in  which  any  furplus  of  the 
revenues  of  Ireland  might  be  applied.  There  were  four  confiderations  which 
occurred  with  refpefl  to  any  occaiional  extefs  of  revenue.  The  firft,  and  moft 
obvious,  Avas  the  diminution  of  taxes;  the  fecond,  the  application  of  fuch  ex- 
cefs  to  local  purpofes  of  ornament  or  improvement  in  Ireland;  the  third  to 
provide  againft  any  poffible  failure  of  revenue;  the  fourth  to  fuffer  fuch  ex- 
cefs  to  accumulate  at  compound  interdl,  in  cafe  of  their  contribution  in  a 
future  period  of  war. 

It  was  provided  by  the  feventh  feftion,  that  all  future  loans,  for  the  intereft 
and  liquidation  of  Avhich  the  refpedive  countries  had  made  provifion  in  the 
proportion  of  their  refpe6tive  contributions,  ftiould  be  confidered  as  a joint 
debt;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that,  where  they  did  not  make  correfponding 
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provifions,  their  refpedive  quotas  of  the  fum  fo  raifed  fliould  remain  a fepa- 
rate  charge. 

The  eighth  fedion  contained  a provifion,  that,  Avhen  the  feparate  debts  of 
the  two  kingdoms  fliould  be  either  extinguifhed,  or  in  the  propoition  of  their 
refpedive  contributions,  the  general  expences  of  the  empire  might  be  thence- 
forward borne  by  common  taxes,  in  lieu  of  proportional  contribution.  It 
might  perhaps  be  alleged,  that  common  taxes  with  Great  Britain  would  im- 
pofe  upon  that  kingdom  heavier  burthens  than  fhe  Avould  otherwife  be  re- 
quired to  fupport.  But  let  the  houfe  confider,  that  the  charges  of  the  debt 
of  Great  Britain  amounted  to  twenty  millions  a year,  and  the  charges  of  the 
debt  of  Ireland  to  1,300,000/.  of  Britifli  money  a year;  and  that  common 
taxes  were  not  to  take  place,  till  either  the  pall  and  feparate  debts  of  both 
countries  Ihould  be  liquidated,  or  till  they  Ihould  become  to  each  other  in 
the  proportion  of  their  contributions;  that  is,  in  the  ratio  of  15  to  2.  Be- 
fore that  could  take  place,  the  taxes  of  Great  Britain  muR  be  reduced  by  the 
amount  of  ten  millions  a year ; in  Mdiich  cafe,  the  fcale  of  her  remaining  tax- 
ation Avould  be  lowered  to  the  fcale  of  taxation  in  Ireland,  and  the  adoption 
of  Britifli  taxation  would  become  a benefit.  A fimilar  refult  would  take 
place,  and  to  a greater  degree,  w^ere  the  paft  debt  of  the  two  countries  to  be 
entirely  liquidated;  for,  in  that  event,  Ireland  would  be  exonerated  from 
taxes,  to  the  amount  of  1,300,000/.  a year,  and  Britain  to  the  amount  of 
20,000,000/.  and  the  fyftem  of  common  taxation  would  become  fiill  more  be- 
neficial to  Ireland.  It  might  happen,  however,  that  if  war  fhould  continue, 
and  Ireland  fund  her  fupplies,  whilft  England  raifed  a great  part  of  her’s 
within  the  year,  and  mortgaged  her  income  tax  to  their  rapid  redu6tion  in 
peace,  the  proportion  of  the  debt  of  Ireland  might  rife,  and  her  fcale  of  tax- 
ation increafe  accordingly.!  In  this  cafe,  alfo,  the  fyftem  of  common  taxa- 
tion perfe6lly  fecured  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  being  produced  by  natural 
caufes  and  in  no  degree  forced.  It  could  not  impofe  any  burthen  on  that 
country,  to  which  Ihe  would  not  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  her  expenditure 
be  liable,  whilft  the  provifion,  which  went  to  preclude  any  article  from  being 
fubje6l  to  a 'higher  rate  of  duty  in  Ireland  than  the  fame  article  paid  in 
Great  Britain,  Avould  exempt  her  from  having  the  fcale  of  her  taxation  raifed 
above  that  of  England,  even  though  the  natural  progrefs  of  her  expence 
ftiould  lead  to  it.  And  whilft  Ireland  was  thus  fecured  againft  any  injuftice 
in  fubftituting  a fyftem  of  common  taxes  for  proportional  contribution,  the 
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united  parliament  would  be  enabled  to  make  abatements  in  Ireland,  as  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  always  had  done  in  Scotland  fmce  the  Union;, 
where,  from  local  circumftances,  the  high  duty  could  not  be  levied  without 
either  rendering  the  revenue  unproductive,  or  preffing  with  too  much  weight 
upon  the  poorer  claffes. 

It  remained  for  him  to  confider  the  operation  and  effedt  of  this  article,  and 
how  far  the  proportion  of  7|  to  1 might  be  favorable  or  otherwife  to  Ireland, 
confidered  with  reference  to  the  paft  expences  of  the  two  countries,  as  alfo  to 
their  probable  future  expenditure. 

The  peace  eftablilhment  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  preceding  the  war, 
amounted  to  5,806,744/,,  and  that  of  Ireland  to  1,012,523/.  The  proportion 
of  thefe  fums  is  about  5|  to  1.  On  an  average  of  feven  years,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  Great  Britain  had  expended  in  each  year  27,650,649/., 
and  Ireland  3,076,651/,  The  proportion  of  thefe  fums  was  about  9 to  1. 
As,  however,  upon  the  experience  of  the  paft  century,  it  had  been  found  that 
there  were  three  years  of  peace  to  two  of  war ; if  they  formed  their  calcula- 
tions upon  that  proportion,  the  paft  expences  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
might  be  confidered  in  the  ratio  of  7|  to  1. 

Such  was  the  refult  as  to  paft  expenditure.  He  fliould  next  ftate  what  they 
might  expedfrom  the  proportion  of  7|  to  1,  in  their  futuie  expences. 

The  expence  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1799,  was  32,700,000/.,  and 
that  of  Ireland  5,439,000/.  If  that  expence  had  been  borne  in  the  propor- 
tion of  7|  to  1,  Great  Britain  would  have  expended  33,652,059/,,  and  Ire- 
land 4,486,941/. : the  latter  would  have,  confequently,  fa ved  952,059/.,  or 
1,025,294/.  in  Irhli  currency.  So  long  as  the  war  Ihould  laft,  and  they 
fliould  continue  feparate  from  Britain,  they  could  not  fuppofe  that  their  ex- 
pence would  be  reduced ; and  therefore  they  would  in  future  expend  more 
by  one  million  a year,  than  if  they  were  united  with  Great  Britain. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  probable  future  expences  of  Ireland  in  time  of 
peace;  which,  if  they  confidered  the  advanced  pay  of  the  army,  theincreafed 
charge  of  the  militia,  the  neceffity  of  keeping  up  fome  part  of  that  invaluable 
force,  the  yeomanry,  they  would  find  it  impoftible  to  maintain. a peace  eftab- 
lilliment  of  only  12,000  men  at  home  at  a lefs  charge  than  1,500,000/.  a year; 
and,  if  they  fliould  incrcafe  their  eftablifhment  to  20,000  men,  the  whole  charge 
would  amount  to  1,900,000/.  a year.  Now,  from  the  beft  documents  which 
he  had  been  able  to  procure,  it  was  probable  that  the  peace  eftablifhment  of 
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Great  Britain  would  amount  to  about  7,500,000/. ; and,  if  they  fliould  add 
that  of  Ireland,  the  whole  charge  v^ould  be  nine  millions.  If  that  charge 
were  borne  in  the  ratio  of  7i  to  1,  there  would  be  a facing  to  Ireland  of 
450,000/.  Britilh,  or  nearly  500,000/.  Irifli  currency. 

He  now  turned  to  the  fituation  of  the  public  revenues.  The  produce  of 
all  the  taxes  in  the  laft  year  amounted  merely  to  1,850,000/. ; and  the  piefent 
charges  of  the  debt  alone  are  1,400,000/.  Irifh  currency.  He  M'ould,  how- 
ever, admit,  that  the  revenues  of  this  kingdom  had,  during  that  prefent  year, 
experienced  an  extraordinary  increafe;  and,  though  it  were  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  whole  of  that  increafe  could  be  permanent,  -when  they  might 
account  for  it  by  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  times,  he  'would  fuppofe 
that  the  revenues  might  produce  a permanent  fum  of  2,300,000/.  The 
charge  of  their  debt  was  1,4C0,000/. ; and  the  peace  eftablifliment,  at  the  low- 
eft  computation,  would  be  l ,500,000/.  The  total  expence  therefore  would 
be  2,900,000/. ; and,  if  they  remained  a feparate  ftate,  there  would  be  an  an- 
nual deficiency  of  600,000/.  which  they  muft  endeavour  to  fupply  by  new 
burthens  upon  the- people,  befides  raifing  additional  taxes  of  250,000/.  a year, 
fo  long  as  the  war  ftiould  continue.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  wifely  united 
with  Great  Britain,  and  agreed  in  a fyftem  of  contribution  proportioned  to 
their  refpe6tive  means,  the  future  charge  of  their  war  expence  would  be  di- 
minilhed  a million  a year,  and  they  Ihould  be  able  to  fupport  their  peace  ex- 
penditure with  a very  flight  addition  to  the  prefent  taxes.  He  confidently 
then  appealed  to  thofe  gentlemen  around  him,  who  had  a real  flake  in  the  in- 
terefts  and  happinefs  of  that  country,  and  he  trufted  they  would  ferioufly 
paufe  and  deliberate  before  they  fuffered  advantages  like  thofe  which  he  had 
ftated,  to  be  reje6i;etl  without  difcuflion,  or  to  be  decided  by  wild  and  fenfelefs 
clamor. 

The  affairs  of  commerce  formed  the  next  branch  of  inquiry;  and  on  that 
head  his  lordfliip  obferved,  that  the  principles,  which  were  to  form  the  bafis 
of  the  agreement,  did  not  materially  differ  from  the  plan  brought  forward  in 
the  year  1785.  It  w'as  highly  defirable,  he  faid,  that  the  commerce  and  in- 
tercourfe  between  Britain  and  Ireland  fhould  be  as  free  as  between  two  coun- 
ties of  the  fame  kingdom;  but  there  were  two  circumftances,  which  pre- 
vented fuch  an  adjuftment;  thefe  were,  the  neceftity  of  fecuring  particular 
manufactures  by  protefting  duties,  and  the  difference  of  internal  taxes,  con- 
fequent  on  the  difparity  of  burthen  fuftained  by  Great  Britain. 
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As  to  the  firft  fe6lion  of  the  commercial  article,  by  which  the  fubje6ls  and 
the  produce  of  each  country  would  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  for  ever, 
with  regard  to  privileges,  encouragements,  and  bounties,  that  gave  the  conti- 
nuance for  ever  of  the  Britifli  and  Irilli  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  Irifli 
linen,  and  afforded  a full  participation  in  the  great  article  of  fail  cloth.  As 
to  the  next  fedion,  relative  to  the  exportation  of  all  commodities  from  one 
country  to  the  other  without  duty,  that  fecured  to  Ireland  for  ever  the  raw 
materials,  which  die  received  from  Britain,  and  which  llie  could  procure  from 
no  other  country — coals,  tin,  bark,  alum,  hops,  and  fait : it  alfo  conceded  to 
Ireland  the  ftaple  commodity  of  Englifli  wool.  The  fame  fection  put  an  end 
to  all  bounties  whatever  on  the  articles  of  trade  between  the  kingdoms,  with 
an  exception  of  malt,  flour,  and  grain,  which,  it  was  propofed,  might  ftill  be 
regulated  on  the  prefent  fyftem. 

The  third  fedion,  refpeding  the  articles  which  fliould  be  fubjed  to  duty  in 
either  country,  gave  rife  to  the  following  obfervations.  To  give  adequate 
protedion  to  the  fabrics  of  that  kingdom,  a duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  true 
value  would  be  fully  fulflcient,  in  addition  to  the  charges  of  freight,  &c. 
which  were  eftimated  at  51  per  cent.  Any  manufadure  in  Iteland  that  could 
not  be  carried  onAvith  a protedling  guard  of  Ibkper  cent,  againft  the  manu- 
fa6turer  of  England,  where  taxes  were  higher  and  labor  dearer,  could  not 
deferve  much  encouragement.  Nor  was  it  fair  in  fuch  a cafe  to  facriflce  the 
interefts  of  the  confumer,  or  encourage  by  high  duties  the  habits  of  indo- 
lence. In  fixing  that  rate  of  protedion,  he  wiflied  it  to  continue  for  fuch  a 
period  of  years  as  would  give  fecurity  to  the  fpeculations  of  the  manufac- 
turers; at  the  fame  time  he  looked  forward  to  a period  when  duties  of  that  kind 
might  gradually  be  diminiflied  and  ultimately  ceafe.  It  was  evident,  that,  if 
their  manufadures  kept  pace  for  the  next  twenty  years  with  the  progrefs  they 
had  made  in  the  laft  twenty  years,  they  might  at  the  expiration  of  the  term 
be  fully  able  to  cope  with  the  Britifli,  and  the  two  kingdoms  might  be  fafely 
left,  like  any  two  counties  of  the  fame  kingdom,  to  a free  competition.  It 
was  therefore,  provided,  that  after  twenty  years  the  united  parliament  might 
diminifli  the  duties  of  protedion,  in  fuch  a ratio  as  the  fituation  of  their  ma- 
nufadures at  that  period  might  render  expedient.  As  all  articles,  except 
thofe  enumerated  in  the  refolutions,  are  to  be  free  from  duty  upon  import,  he 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  perpetual  fecurity  offered  to  the  linen 
manufadure  of  Ireland,  It  had  been  frequently  aflerted,  that  that  manufac- 
ture 
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ture  derived  all  its  profperity  from  the  encouragement  which  it  had  received 
from  their  local  parliament ; but  he  had  ever  contefted  the  truth  of  that  hate- 
ment.  The  profperity  of  the  linen  manufadlure  refulted  not  from  domeftic 
encouragement,  but  depended  on  its  pofleffion  of  the  Britilh  market,  and  the 
Britifli  bounties  on  re-exportation.  What  then  gave  them  that  market  but 
the  liberality  of  Great  Britain,  which  impofed  a duty  of  33  per  cent,  upon 
foreign  linens,  and  admitted  Irilli  linens  without  duty.  The  whole  quantity 
of  linen  imported  into  Great  Britain  amounted  to  50,000,000  of  yards,  of 
which  33  millions  went  from  Ireland.  Now,  if  a duty  of  33  per  cent.  Ihould 
be  laid  upon  Irilh  linen  as  well  as  foreign,  it  would  produce  a fum  of  more 
than  a million  a-year  to  the  revenue  of  Britain ; and  the  trade  would  thus  be 
thrown  altogether  into  the  hands  of  the  foreign  manufafturer. 

It  had  been  urged,  that  the  encouragements  granted  to  Irifli  linen  were  in 
confequence  of  a compact  that  the  Irilh  parliament  Ihould  give  up  the 
woollen  manufafture.  It  muft  have  been  a fingular  compact  indeed,  by  which 
Great  Britain  was  irrevocably  to  bind  herfelf  to  impofe  on  her  own  fubje6ts 
the  burthen  of  a million  Iterling  J?er  annum,  in  order  to  fecure  an  export  of 
woollen  goods,  \vhich  had  never  exceeded  6S0,000/.  a year.  But,  if  he  Ihould 
allow  that  a compact  exifted,  Ireland,  by  that  propofal,  would  have  botlr 
parts  of  it ; Ihe  would  keep  what  die  had  by  linens,  and  recover  what  Ihe  was 
fuppofed  to  have  given  up  in  woollens  as  the  price  of  thefe  encouragements. 
She  would  not  only  enjoy  forever  the  Britilh  markets  for  her  linen  trade,  but 
would  receive  the  raw  material  of  England  for  the  improvement  and  exten- 
fion  of  her  woollen  trade ; and  die  would  have  Britilh  bounties  to  favor  the 
re-exportation  of  the  former,  and  low  Britilh  duties  to  encourage  the  importa- 
tion of  the  latter. 

Some  had  affirmed,  that  Great  Britain  laid  the  high  duty  on  the  foreign 
linens  to  protect  her  own  manufafture,  and  not  to  favor  the  Irilh.  If  that 
were  admitted,  what  then  prevented  her  from  laying  the  fame  duty  on  Iridi 
linens  ? Could  any  other  reafon  be  affigned  than  difpolition  to  prote6t  the 
manufa<5luresof  Ireland  ? If  Great  Britain  diould  only  impofe  a protecting  duty 
of  10  per  cent,  on  the  import  of  Iridi  linens  in  favor  of  her  own,  Ihe  would 
only  act  towards  them  as  they  had  towards  her  in  almoft  all  the  leading  arti- 
cles of  Britilh  nianufa6ture ; and  what  would  be  the  effe6l?  It  would  exclude 
them  in  a great  meafure  from  her  market.  The  foreign  manufacturer,  Avho 
now  fupplied  nearly  one-third  of  her  demand,  even  under  the  difadvantage  of 
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a duty  of  33  per  cent,  would  then  fupply  nearly  the  whole.  The  Englifli 
confumer  would  buy  his  linens  nearly  at  as  cheap  9,  rate,  whilft  the  ftate 
would  levy  an  annual  revenue  on  the  import,  which  was  now  facrificed  to  the 
encouragement  of  the  manufadture  of  Ireland.  Was  it  then  to  the  local  par- 
liament, or  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  that  Ireland  Hood  indebted  for 
thefe  advantages?  It  was  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  alone,  to  the 
parliament  of  that  country  which  had  been  defcribed  as  the  natural  and 
inftin(9;ive  enemy  of  Ireland,  that  they  owed  the  obligation.  That  hoftile 
country  annually  facrificed  a fum  to  the  protedlion  of  the  linen  trade  of  Ire- 
land, equal  in  amount  to  the  total  expence  of  our  peace  eftablilhment  as  it 
ftood  before  the  war ; and,  by  treaty,  fiie  liad  bounden  hei  felf  to  continue  it 
for  ever. 

As  to  the  countervailing  duties  (mentioned  in  the  fourth  fedlion)  neceffary 
to  balance  internal  impofts,  the  neceflity  was  evident,  while  the  two  countries 
fiiould  be  fubjedl  to  unequal  taxes;  and,  when  the  inequality  of  taxes  fhould 
ceafe,  and  a common  revenue  take  place,  they  would  be  dil’continued. 

The  two  next  fections  might  be  of  great  commercial  confequence,  as  they 
provided,  that  the  charges  upon  the  re-exportation  of  native,  foreign,  and  co- 
lonial goods,  Ihould  be  the  fame  in  both  countries,  and  that  no  drawbacks 
lliould  be  retained  upon  any  article  exported  from  either  country  to  the  other. 
All  who  confidered  and  underftood  the  nature  of  our  commerce  and  the 
advantages  of  our  fituation  muft  allow  the  great  benefit  of  fecuring  the 
perpetuity  of  thefe  regulations  to  Ireland.  It  had  been  acknowledged,  that 
the  fituation  of  Ireland  was  much  more  convenient  for  the  re-export  trade 
than  Great  Britain,  not  being  fubject  to  the  dangerous  and  tedious  naviga- 
tion of  the  channels  ; but,  when  it  was  confidered  that  the  tranfit  or  re-export 
trade  of  Britain  amounted  to  14,000,000/.  a year,  gentlemen  would  admit, 
that  the  profpedi  of  national  advantage  from  that  part  of  the  fyftem  highly 
deferved  their  attention,  and  that  there  was  no  benefit,  which  the  cities  of 
Cork  and  Dublin  might  not  expect,  when,  in  order  to  carry  that  artioie  into 
-effedt,  the  fyftem  of  bonding  foreign  goods  for  exportation  Ihould  be  ex- 
tended, and  arrangements  made  for  converting  thofe  harbours  as  far  as 
poffible  into  free  ports. 

Upon  a review  of  the  refult  of  that  article,  they  would  find  their  linen 
trade  fecured,  the  profpedl  of  a great  woollen  trade  opened,  a great  manufac- 
tory of  fail  cloth  encouraged,  the  Britifli  market  opened  by  low  duties  (in 
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cafe  of  their  fkilful  ufe  of  domeftic  advantages),  and  at  the  fame  time  fecured 
for  their  great  provifion  trade,  whilfl  an  additional  encouragement  was  given 
to  their  farmers,  in  taking  off  the  duty  from  the  produce  of  their  lands. 

In  confidering  the  elfedt  of  the  propofed  commercial  regulations  upon  the 
revenue,  they  would  again  find  the  advantage  of  the  fyftem.  The  duties 
on  the  exportation  of  hides,  tallow,  cattle,  and  provifions,  which  produced 
44,000/.  would  ceafe  ; and  the  lofs  of  revenue  by  taking  off  duties,  and  by 
lowering  duties  from  12l  to  \Q  per  cent,  would  amount  to  32,000/.  Thus  the 
total  lofs  would  be  7^,000/.  : but,  to  balance  that  lofs,  they  would  gain  the 
duty  of  i/.  Zd.  a ton  upon  coals,  which  then  was  raifed  upon  Irilh  confump- 
tion,  and  amounted  per  annum  to  17,000/. ; they  would  gain  the  duties 
retained  in  England  on  fubfidy  goods,  g,000/. ; they  would  receive  their  pro- 
portion of  500,000/.  from  the  India  company,  58,000/.  the  whole  amounting 
to  84,000/.  Thus  taxes  would  be  remitted,  at  prefent  raifed  either  on  Irifii 
produce  or  Irifli  confumption,  whilft  the  lofs  of  revenue  would  be  fully  com- 
penfated  by  a transfer  of  duties  then  payable  into  the  Britilh  exchequer. 

The  eighth  fection  provided  that  a fum  equal  to  what  then  was  applied  to 
charitable  purpofes,  and  to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  fiiould  con- 
tinue to  be  fo  appropriated  annually  by  the  united  parliament ; thus  fecuring 
a continuance  of  the  linen  board,  and  other  local  inftitutions,  which  had 
hitherto  received  parliamentary  bounty. 

He  then  reverted  to  the  fifth  article,  and  briefly  difcuffed  the  ecclefiaftical 
part  of  the  plan  of  Union.  The  leading  features  of  the  whole  fyftem,  he  faid, 
were,  one  ftate,  one  legiflature,  one  chureh ; and,  if  there  Ihould  not  be  an 
identity  with  Britain  in  thefe  great  points  of  connexion,  Ireland  could  not 
expe6t  to  enjoy  real  and  permanent  fecurity.  The  church  in  particular,  as 
long  as  the  feparation  ftiould  continue,  would  ever  be  liable  to  be  impeached 
upon  local  grounds,  and  would  be  unable  to  maintain  itfelf  effectually  againft 
the  argument  of  phylical  force,  by  which  it  was  continually  affailed  : but, 
when  once  it  Ihould  be  completely  incorporated  with  the  church  of  England, 
it  would  be  placed  upon  fuch  a ftrong  and  national  foundation,  as  to  be  above 
all  apprehenfions  or  alarms  from  adverfe  intereft. 

The  Proteftant,  fo  long  as  the  eftabliftiment  remained  feparate,  and  was 
impeached  on  local  grounds,  would  feel  his  power,  his  property,  and  his  go- 
vernment infecure,  and  muft  naturally  look  with  diftruft  and  jealoufy  on  the 
Catholic  : the  Catholic  would  feel  proportionate  alienation  and  refentment, 
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and  would  continually  urge  his  claims  againfl:  the  eftabliiliment  of  the  mino- 
rity ; and  thus  there  appeared  no  ray  of  hope  of  a termination  to  diftruft,  jea- 
lonfy,  and  alarm.  But,  when  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliments  of  the  two 
kingdoms  tliould  have  been  incorporated  into  one  church,  the  Proteftant 
would  feel  himfelf  at  once  identified  with  the  population  and  property  of  the 
empire,  and  the  eftablifiiment  would  be  placed  upon  its  natural  bafis.  The 
caufe  of  diftruft  mufi;  vanifii  -with  the  removal  of  weaknefs ; ftrength  and  con- 
fidence M'ould  produce  liberality  ; and  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  might  be 
temperately  difcutfed,  and  impartially  decided  before  an  imperial  parliament, 
divefted  of  thofe  local  circumftances,  which  would  ever  produce  irritation 
and  jealoufy. 

He  took  notice  of  the  imputation,  that  the  Catliolic  clergy  have  been 
bribed  to  fupport  this  meafure.  That  A\  as  an  illiberal  imputation,  thrown 
out  for  the  dangerous  purpofe  of  weakening  their  authority  over,  by  lowering 
them  in  the  opinion  of,  their  flocks^  for  it  was  known,  that  an  arrangement 
for  the  clergy,  both  Catholic  and  Proteftant  Diflenters,  had  been  long  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  majefty’s  minifters.  As  to  the  infinuation,  that  the  mea- 
fure of  Union  was  a meafure  of  bribery;  if  bribery  and  public  advantage 
were  fynonymous,  he  readily  admitted  it  to  be  a'meafure  of  the  moft  com- 
prehenfive  bribery  that  was  ever  produced.  It  bribed  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  by  offering  to  embrace  them  within  the  pale  of  the  Britilh  conftitu- 
tion,  and  to  communicate  to  them  all- the  advantage  of  Britifh  commerce. 
But  perhaps  there  was  one  clafs  in  the  community,  to  which  an  Union  would 
not  aft  as  a bribe;  he  alluded  to  thofe,  who  called  themfelves  lovers  of  liberty 
and  independence;  of  that  liberty,  M'hich  confifted  in  the  abdication  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution;  that  independence,  which  confifted  in  the  abandonment 
of  Britifh  connexion.  He  acknowledged,  that  thofe  were  bribes  he  was  not 
prepared  to  offer:  there  were  many,  'with  whom  he  was  not  prepared  to  make 
any  treaty,  but  the  treaty  of  the  law. 

The  only  remaining  queflion  of  importance  was,  that  which  related  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  parliament.  The  reprefentation  of  Ireland  by  equal  num- 
bers having  been  urged  as  a meafure  requifite  for  a fair  Union,  his  lordfhip 
reprobated  the  idea  as  founded  on  the  common  and  refuted  error,  that  the 
two  kingdoms,  after  an  Union,  would  retain  diftinct  and  adverfe  interefts.  If 
this  fhould  be  admitted,  the  propofed  remedy  would  even  augment  the  dif- 
order.  Rival  interefts,  far  from  being  remedied  by  equality  of  numbers, 
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would,  from  the  circumftance  of  fuch  equality,  break  forth  into  jealous  and 
hoftile  competition.  It  would  therefore  be  advifeable  to  proceed  upon  an 
oppofite  principle,  and,  on  the  ground  of  a community  of  intereft  between 
incorporated  kingdoms,  adjuft  the  number  of  reprefentatives  by  the  criteria 
of  wealth  and  population. 

The  population  of  Ireland  was  in  general  eftimated  from  3,500,000  to 
4,000,000.*  The  population  of  Great  Britain  is  fuppofed  to  exceed  10,000,000. 
The  contribution  propofed  for  Ireland  to  furnifli  to  the  expences  of  the  em- 
pire, is  as  one  to  7l.  Thefe  two  proportions  taken  together,  will  produce  a 
mean  proportion  of  about  5l  to  1.  If,  therefore,  Ireland  fliould  fend  one 
hundred  members  to  reprefent  her  in  the  Imperial  Houfe  of  Commons,  Ihc 
would  be  fairly  and  adequately  reprefented. 

With  reference  to  the  peerage,  he  would  propofe,  fhat  the  reprefen tative 
body  for  Ireland  fliould  confift  of  four  fpiritual  and  twenty-eight  temporal 
lords  : and  when  it  was  confidered,  that  above  forty  noblemen  who  had  great 
interefts  and  hakes  in  Ireland  were  already  peers  of  Great  Britain,  he  flattered 
himfelf,  that  their  interefts  in  that  branch  of  the  legiflature  would  be  fuftici- 
ently  maintained  by  a body  fo  numerous  and  refpe6table. 

With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  peers,  who  w^re  to  fit  in  the  impe- 
rial parliament,  he  Ihould  propofe,  that  the  four  fpiritual  peers  ftiould  fit  by 
rotation  of  felftons,  and  that,  for  the  prevention  of  the  inconveniences,  wdiich 
refulted  from  feptennial  elections,  the  twenty-eight  temporal  peers  ftiould  be 
returned  for  life.  Such  an  arrangement  appeared  at  once  heft  calculated  to 
fecure  their  independence,  and  to  preferve,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  hereditary 
principle  of  the  peerage.  It  was  alfo  intended  to  interfere  in  as  fmall  a degree 
as  poflible  with  any  exifting  privileges  of  the  peerage  of  Ireland ; and  he 
ftiould  fuggeft,  with  that  view,  that  the  peers  of  Ireland  might  ftill  be  allowed 
to  fit  in  the  Iloufe  of  Commons  of  the  united  parliament,  for  any  county  or 
borough  of  Great  Britain;  but  that,  during  the  period  of  their  thus  fitting  as 
commoners,  they  Ihould  be  tried  as  commoners,  and  be  precluded  from  re- 
prefen ting  the  Irilh  peerage,  or  voting  at  the  election  of  any  peer;  and,  as 
the  Irifti  peerage  materially  differed  from  the  Scotch,  the  titles  of  the  latter 
being  entailed  generally,  and  the  former  limited  to  the  heirs  male,  it  was  in- 
tended to  referve  a powder  to  the  crown  of  creating  Irifti  peers,  provided  that 
the  number  of  peers  exifting  at  the  time  of  the  Union  were  not  augmented. 

* There  are  many  ftrong  reafons  for  believing  it  to  amount  to  near  5,000,000. 
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In  forming  the  reprefentation  of  the  commons  of  Ireland,  he  flioukl  fug- 
geft  the  expediency  of  increafing  the  proportion,  and  ftrengthening  the  in- 
fluence of  the  counties.  That  principle  was  wifely  adopted  in  the  Scotifli 
Union,  when  the  reprefentatives  for  the  counties  amounted  to  thirty,  and 
thofe  of  the  boroughs  to  fifteen.  In  following  that  precedent,  he  intended  to 
propofe,  that  the  fixty- four  members  for  counties  Ihould  be  eledted  as  at  pre- 
fent,  and  that  thirty-fix  Ihould  reprefent  the  chief  cities  and  towns  of  the 
kingdom.  Here  the  propoi  tion  was  nearly  the  fame. 

In  order  to  produce  a return  of  thirty-fix  members  only,  to  reprefent  the 
boroughs  and  cities  of  Ireland,  which  confided  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
places,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  fome  principle,  either  of  felection  or  combi- 
nation. The  latter  principle  was  followed  in  the  Union  with  Scotland,  where 
the  boroughs  were  divided  into  fifteen  clalTes,  each  clafs  confifting  of  four  or 
five  boroughs,  each  borough  ele6ting  a delegate,  and  the  majority  of  dele- 
gates choofing  a burgefs.  It  had,  however,  been  found  by  experience,  that 
this  mhde  of  election  was  fubjeft  to  much  inconvenience  and  cabal ; and  he 
would  therefore  advife,  that  only  the  inoft  confiderable  towns  in  the  kingdom 
Ihould  be  permitted  to  fend  reprefentatives,  and  that  the  privileges  of  the 
other  boroughs  fliould  ceafe.  He  would  propofe,  that  Cork  and  Dublin' 
Ihould  each  fend  two  reprefentatives  as  at  prefent;  that  one  thould  be  re- 
turned by  tlie  Univerfity  ; and  that  thirty-one  of  the  mofi;  confiderable  cities 
and  towns  of  Ireland,  whofe  relative  importance  was  to  be  meafured  by  the 
joint  confideration  of  their  wealth  and  population,  Ihould  each  fend  a mem- 
ber to  the  imperial  parliament. 

In  feleding  the  towns  which  thould  retain  the  privilege  of  fending  mem- 
bers to  parliament,  the  criterion  he  fuggefied,  would  be  from  the  combined 
refult  of  the  hearth-money  and  window  tax. 

As  the  disfranchifement  of  many  boroughs  would  diminith  the  influence 
and  privileges  of  thofe  gentlemen  whofe  property  was  connected  with  fucli 
places  of  election,  hefCndeavoured  to  obviate  their  complaints  by  promifing, 
that,  if  the  plan  fubmitted  to  the  lioufe  fliould  be  finally  approved,  he  would 
offer  fome  meafure  of  compenfation  to  thofe  individuals  *whofe  peculiar  in 
terefts  fliould  fuffer  in  the  arrangement. 

hluch  and  deep  objection  might  be  Rated  to  fuch  a meafure;  but  it  furely 

* This  purchafe  of  each  borough  for  1 5,000/.  each,  was  fuppofed  to  have  brought  over  many 
profelytes  to  the  Unionifts,  who  would  otherwife  have  oppofed  the  meafure. 
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was  confonant  Avith  the  privileges  of  private  juftice ; it  was  calculated  to 
meet  the  feelings  of  the  moderate;  and  it  was  better  to  refort  to  fuch  a niea- 
fure,  however  obje6lionable,  than  adhere  to  the  prefent  fyftem,  and  keep 
afloat,  for  ever,  the  dangerous  queftion  of  parliamentary  reform.  If  this  Avere 
a meafure  of  purchafe,  it  fliould  be  recollecled,  that  it  Avould  be  the  purchafe 
of  peace,  and  the  expence  of  it  Avould  be  redeemed  by  one  year’s  faving  of 
the  Union. 

Some  might  obje61,  that  a reprefentation  formed  on  J;he  principle  fuggefted, 
Avould  be  too  popular  in  its  nature  and  efle6ts  ; and,  indeed,  if  Ireland  were 
to  remain  feparate  from  Great  Britain,  he  fliould  feel  the  full  Aveight  of  that 
obje6lion ; but,  as  their  reprefentation  Avas  to  be  mixed  with  that  of  Britain, 
any  danger  arifing  from  its  popular  conflitution  Avould  be  fufficiently  coun- 
teracted by  the  confiftency  and  ftability  of  that  body. 

The  laft  article  Avould  provide  for  the  continuance  of  the  exifting  laAvs, 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  courts  of  juftice  in  their  prefent  ftate,  for  the  re- 
moA^al  of  appeals  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  imperial  parliament,  and  for 
fubje6ling  the  prize  court  of  admiralty  to  the  lord  high  admiral  of  the  empire. 
He  then  fpoke  of  the  general  plan  in  the  following  terms : 

“ Having  now  gone  through  the  outline  of  the  plan  Avith  as  much  concife- 
“ nefs  as  poflible,  I trufl;  I have  proved  to  every  man  who  hears  me,  that  the 
“ propofal  is  fuch  a one,  as  is  at  once  honorable  for  Great  Britain  to  offer, 
“ and  for  Ireland  to  accept.  It  is  one,  AiUich  will  entirely  remove  from  the 
“ executive  power  thofe  anomalies,  Avhich  are  the  perpetual  fources  of  jea- 
“ loufy  and  difeontent.  It  is  one,  Avhich  will  relieve  the  apprehenfions  of 
“ thofe  Avho  feared  that  Ireland  Avas,  in  confequence  of  an  Union,  to  be  bur- 
“ thened  Avith  the  debt  of  Britain.  It  is  one,  Avhich,  by  eftablifliing  a fair 
“ principle  of  contribution,  tends  to  releafe  Ireland  from  an  expence  of  one 
“ million  in  time  of  war,  and  of  500,000/.  in  time  of  peace.  It  is  one,  Avhich 
“ increafes  the  refources  of  our  commerce,  protects  our  manufactures,  fecures 
“ to  us  the  Britilh  market,  and  encourages  all  the  produce  of  our  foil.  It  is 
“ one,  that,  by  uniting  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablilhments,  and  confolidating 
“ the  legiflatures  of  the  empire,  puts  an  end  to  religious  jealoufy,  and  re- 
“ moves  the  poflibility  of  feparation.  It  is  one,  that  places  the  great  quef- 
“ tion,  Avhich  has  fo  long  agitated  the  country,  upon  the  broad  principles 
of  imperial  policy,  and  diA^fts  it  of  all  its  local  difficulties.  It  is  one,  that 
“ eftabl.ilhes  fuch  a reprefentation  for  the  country,  as  inuft  lay  afleep  for  ever 
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“ the  queftion  of  parliamentary  reform,  which,  combined  with  our  religious 
“ divifions,  has  produced  all  our  diflra6lions  and  calamities.” 

Then  Lord  Caftlereagh,  in  a M^arm  panegyric  on  the  Britifli  miniRer,  con- 
cluded, that,  as  on  a recurrence  of  danger.  Great  Britain  might  not  have 
fuch  a character  to  rife  up  again  for  her  falvation,  it  was  highly  expedient  to 
feize  the  prefent  moment,  and  ftrengthen  the  Irilli  conftitution  by  blending 
and  uniting  it  for  ever  with  the  great  and  powerful  empire  of  Britain.  If  that 
important  obje6l  diould  be  accompliflied,  and  if  at  any  future  time  the  ene- 
mies of  Britain  and  of  mankind  diould  be  let  loofe  upon  the  focial  world, 
Ireland,  he  doubted  not,  would  be  in  fuch  a fituation  of  unanimity  and 
power,  as  to  bear  a confpicuous  part  with  Great  Britain  in  the  glorious  talk 
of  reftoring  the  liberties  of  Europe. 

Mr.  G.  Ponfonby  made  a powerful  attack  on  the  Irilli  minifter.  He  vin- 
dicated the  Anti-unionills,  ivho  were  accufed  of  irregular  pra61ices,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that,  though  at  any  other  time  and  under  different  circumftances 
fuch  behaviour  might  be  extraordinary,  yet,  when  it  was  confidered,  that  a 
formidable  rebellion  was  fcarcely  fuppreffed,  and  that  martial  law  leas  in  force, 
the  interference  of  men  of  rank,  property,  and  refpe61ability,  feemed  to  be 
neceffary,  in  order  to  Ihew  to  the  people  the  fafety  and  the  propriety  of  ex- 
preffmg,  in  a conftitutional  manner,  their  fenfe  of  a meafure,  which  would  de- 
prive them  of  conftitution,  of  liberty,  of  every  thing  dear  and  valuable  to 
themfelves  and  to  their  country. 

He  treated  as  vifionary  all  the  proffered  advantages  of  Union.  In  the  ec- 
clefiallical  eftablilhment,  LTnion  would  produce  but  one  folid  effedl,  which 
would  be  to  tranflate  the  Irilli  into  Englilli  billiops. 

He  then  fummed  up  the  effects  of  the  LTnion  in  thefe  terms : “ Your  peer- 
‘‘  age  is  to  be  difgraced ; your  commons  purchafed  ; no  additional  advan- 
“ tage  in  commerce;  for  twenty  years  a little  faving  in  contribution ; but, 
“ if  the  cabinet  of  England  think,  that  we  contribute  more  than  we  diould, 
“ why  not  corre6t  that  extravagance  now  ? If  any  thing  Ihould  be  con- 
“ ceded  in  the  way  of  trade,  why  is  it  not  conceded  now  ? Are  any  of  thofe 
“ benefits  incompatible  with  our  prefent  Rate?  No;  but  the  minifter  wants 
“ to  carry  his  Union;  and  no  favor,  however  trifling,  can  be  yielded  to  us, 
“ unlefs  we  are  willing  to  purchafe  it  with  the  exiRence  of  parliament  and 

the  liberties  of  the  country.” 

A lliort  fpeech  of  cenfure  from  Sir  John  Parnell  was  fucceeded  by  a long 
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one  from  Mr.  Dobbs,  but  there  was  nothing  new  in  their  arguments.  The 
latter  of  thefe  two  gentlemen  was  very  enthufiaftic  in  liis  declamation.  Fie 
at  length  confolecl  himfelf  with  this  refledlion,  that  the  fate  of  nations  was 
not  in  the  hands  of  man.  It  Avas  not  the  will  of  a Britilh  miniller  that  could 
rob  Ireland  of  her  newly-acquired  rights ; he  proclaimed  it  to  the  two  na- 
tions, that  the  independence  of  Ireland  was  written  in  the  immutable  records 
of  Fleaven. 

Colonel  Verreker,  Mr.  Lee  and  i\Ir.  Ogle,  again  reprobated  the  meafure; 
Sir  John  Blaquiere,  Mr.  Martin,  and  Mr.  Ormfhy  ftrenuoufly  I’upported  it. 

Mr.  John  Claudius  Beresford  denied,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  property 
in  the  kingdom  favoured  the  Union.  Such  a conclufion  could  not  he  draAvn 
from  the  addrelfes  which  had  been  prefented,  while  fo  many  petitions  proved 
the  contrary.  On  the  fubjed  of  the  letters  miffive,  he  faw  nothing  very 
llrange  in  fuch  endeavours  to  procure  the  real  fenfe  of  the  country,  when  fo 
many  extraordinary  means  had  been  ufed  to  procure  an  apparent  one.  * He 
admitted,  that  the  eftahlilhment  Avould  be  endangered  by  the  emancipation 
of  the  Catholics  while  Ireland  diould  continue  to  have  a feparate  parliament ; 
but,  in  the  event  of  an  Union,  he  pledged  himfelf  to  promote  the  grant  of 
the  concelhons  which  they  defired.- 

Mr.  Burrowes  declared,  that  his  oppolition  to  the  progrefs  of  the  meafure 
did  not  arife  from  the  peculiar  demerit  of  the  plan  now  developed,  but  from 
his  unwillingnefs  to  furrender  the  conltitution  of  the  realm  upon  any  terms 
AV'hatever,  or  to  transfer  the  fupreme  power  of  the  ftate  to  a countjy  divided 
from  Ireland  by  boundaries  Avdiich  could  not  be  removed,  and  by  feeling? 
Avhich  could  not  he  extinguilhed.  If  an  Union  Ihould  pafs,  as  an  Irilhman 
he  Ihould  be  indifterent  how  many  or  how  few  deputies  Ihould  he  fent  from 
their  emafculated  country.  The  parliament  could  not  be  faid  to  excrcife  an 
unbialfed  judgment,,  though  he  Avould  not  particularife  the  means,  by  which 
it  had  been  influenced.  With  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  public,  it  was  clear, 
that  the  general  voice  Avas  ftrongly  againft  the  meafure.  The  ileteftation  of 
it  Avas  ftrikingly  apparent  in  every  'quarter  of  the  kingdom,  and  among 
all  claffes  of  people.  This  difplay  of  the  national  fentiment  Avas  an  awful 
Avarning. 

Mr.  EdgeAVorth,  difclaiming  all  party  connexion,  difcufled  fome  points 
connected  Arith  the  meafure.  He  did  not  obje6t  to  it  as  an  innovation.  The 
fcttlement  of  1782  was  an  innovation;  and  he  concurred  in  the  opinion,  that 
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it  was  intended  to  be  final,  though  by  no  means  perfect.  While  he  wiflied 
for  an  Union,  he  did  not  altogether  approve  the  plan  now  recommended.  It 
Avould  leave  grounds  of  jealoufy  and  altercation,  and  would  not  involve  the 
complete  identity  of  intereft  requifite  for  the  ftabillty  of  fuch  a meafure.  He 
alfo  thought  it  improper  to  urge  the  fcheme,  unlefs  it  lliould  appear  to  be  de- 
lired  by  the  fober  and  impartial  majority  of  the  nation ; and,  while  feventy 
boroughs  were  allowed  to  be  faleable  commodities,  for  which  the  public 
money  was  to  be  given,  he  not  only  deemed  it  impoflible  to  collect  the  ge- 
nuine fenfe  of  the  nation  in  that  houfe,  but  could  not  confcientioufly  fupport 
a fcheme  attended  with  this  avowed  corruption. 

IVIr.  ]\Iac  Cleland  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  prefent  independence  of  Ire- 
land; affirmed,  that  national  and  commercial  jealoufies  were  neceflarily  inci- 
dent to  the  exifting  connexion  between  the  countries;  and  recommended  an 
Union,  as  tending  to  combine  real  independence  with  wealth  and  profperity. 

]\Ir.  Tighe  accufed  Lord  Caftlereagh  of  having  argued  upon  two  affump- 
tions,  which  he  could  not  prove.  One  was,  that  the  opinion  of  the  nation 
was  in  favor  of  the  meafure ; the  other,  that  Ireland  could  be  adequately 
and  fairly  reprefented  in  an  united  parliament.  He  alfo  charged  the  Unionifts 
with  having  had  recourfe  to  the  dilhonorable  arts  of  corruption  and  intimi- 
dation, in  the  profecution  of  their  unconftitutional  fcheme. 

Mr.  Smith  denied,  that  the  Union  would  annihilate  the  liberties  or  the 
conftitution  of  Ireland;  and  alferted,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  property 
and  intelligence  of  the  country  juftly  confidered  the  meafure  in  an  oppofite 
point  of  view. 

Mr.  J.  ]M.  O'Donell  reprobated  the  fcheme  with  great  warmth,  and  in- 
veighed particularly  againlt  the  apoftates  and  traitors,  who  aimed  at  the  ruin 
of  their  country.  He  contradifled  the  attorney-general’s  affertion,  that  JMo- 
lyneux  had  recommended  a legitlative  Union. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stanley  fpoke  in  favor  of  Union. 

IMr.  Grattan  faid,  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  propofed  a counter- 
revolution, as  if  he  were  to  bring  in  a bill  to  depofe  the  Houfe  of  Hanover, 
and  re-eftablilh  that  of  Stuart : he  propofed  to  reftore  the  domination  of  the 
Britilh  parliament,  which  abdicated  Ireland,  and  to  depofe  the  Irhh  parlia- 
ment that  had  faved  her;  grounding  the  propofition  on  the  opportunity,  the 
Aveaknefs,  the  divifions,  and  the  martial  law  of  the  country;  but  concealing 
thofe  grounds,  becaufe  a difclofure  of  them  would  difplay  the  real  chara6ter 
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and  perfidy  of  the  meafure,  and  profcffing  to  introduce  it  on  anotlier  ground, 
namely,  the  willies  of  the  country,  as  mis-ftatcd  and  mifreprefented  by  the 
fervants  of  the  crown.  In  this  propofition,  the  miniher  had  gigantic  difficul- 
ties to  encounter.  It  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  explain  away  the  tyranni- 
cal a61s  of  a century;  to  apologife  for  the  lawlefs  and  oppreflive  proceedings 
of  England,  for  a fyflem  v hich  had  counteraded  the  kindnefs  of  Prov  idence 
towards  Ireland,  and  had  kept  her  in  a ftate  of  thraldom  and  mifery ; to 
prov’e  that  the  Britiffi  parliament  had  undergone  a great  change  of  difpofition ; 
to  difprov'e  tvv'o  confequences,  which  were  portended  by  the  odium  of  the 
Union  and  the  increafed  expences  of  the  empire,  namely,  a military  gov'ern 
ment  for  a confiderable" time,  and,  at  no  very  dihant  period,  an  augmentation 
of  taxes;  to  deny  or  difpute  the  growth  of  the  profperity  of  Ireland,  under 
the  maternal  wing  of  her  own  parliament;  to  controvert  the  fufficiency  of 
that  legiflature  for  imperial  purpofes  or  commercial  objects,  though  fafts  were 
againft  him;  and  to  explode  or  recal  his  repeated  declarations  in  its  favor.  In 
diort,  he  had  to  prove  many  points,  vvdiich  he  could  by  no  means  demonftrate; 
and  to  difprov’e  many,  which  might  be  forcibly  maintained  againft  him.  It 
was,  moreover,  fingular  to  behold  the  man,  who  denied  the  right  of  France 
to  alter  her  gov^ernment,  maintaining  the  omnipotence  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  to  annul  her  conftitution. 

He  then  urged  thev^ry  ferions  importance  of  the  queftion.  It  w’as  not  fuch 
as  had  formerly  occupied  their  attention;  not  old  Poynings,  not  peculation, 
not  an  embargo,  not  a Catholic  bill,  not  a reform  bill — it  was  their  being— it 
was  more,  it  was  their  life  to  come— whether  they  would  go  to  the  tomb  of 
Charlemont  and  the  volunteers,  and  erafe  his  epitaph,  or  whether  their  chil- 
dren Ihould  go  to  their  graves,  faying,  “ A venal,  a military  court  attacked 
“ the  liberties  of  the  Iriffi,  and  here  lie  the  bones  of  the  honorable  men,  who 
“ faved  their  country.”  Such  an  epitaph  was  a nobility,  which  the  king 
could  not  give  to  his  flaves ; it  was  a glory,  which  the  crown  could  not  give 
to  the  king. 

]\Ir.  Corry,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  offered  fome  ohfervations  in 
reply,  that  contained  no  novelty. 

Dr.  Duigenan  entered  into  a moft  diftufe  differtation  upon  the  fubjeft,  dif- 
claimed  all  connexion  with  the  minifters  of  either  country,  and  afferted  the 
fmcerity  of  his  own  convictions  in  favor  of  an  LFnion. 

IMr.  Saurin  afferted  the  exiftence  of  a compafl  between  thd  government 
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and  the  people.  It  was  to  be  found,  he  faid,  in  the  heart  of  every  honeft 
fenator;  and  he  trufted,  that  every  member  would  refle6t  on  the  duties  in- 
volved in  fuch  a compact  before  he  tliould  give  his  vote  on  the  prefent  quef- 
tion.  The  fun6tions  and  authority  of  parliament  ought  not  to  be  transferred 
to  another  country,  without  the  fanftion  of  a full  and  afcertained  majority 
of  the  people.  The  truftees  of  power  had  no  right  of  themfelves  to  deftroy 
that  which  they  were  delegated  to  preferve. 

Colonel  Fitzgerald,  ]\Ir.  Johnfon,  and  the  folicitor  general  fpoke  in  favor 
of  Union. 

Vdien  the  queftion  was  called  for,  the  houfe  divided,  at  a very  late  hour, 
158  for  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  motion,  and  115  againft  it. 

In  returning  from  the  houfe,  fome  of  the  members  \rere  infulted  by  the 
populace  for  fupporting  the  Union;  but  no  ferious  mifchief  enfued.  Appli- 
cations were  made  to  the  viceroy  for  proteftion;  and  from  that  time  for- 
ward, under  pretence  of  fecuring  the  perfons  of  the  members  from  infult  and 
outrage,  a regular  guard  of  cavalry  was  mounted  in  Foller’s  Place,  near  to  the 
Parliament  Houfe,  round  which  they  regularly  paraded  during  all  future  de- 
bates. This  meafure  of  precaution  or  pretext  was  loudly  reprobated  by  the 
Anti-unionifts,  as  a military  controul,  and  therefore  as  an  unconflitutional 
check  upon  the  freedom  of  debate. 

When  tlie  number  of  the  placemen,  penfioners,  and  other  influenced  mem- 
bers, who  had  voted  on  the  late  divifion  is  confidered,  the  minifter  liad  but 
flender  grounds  for  triumphing  in  his  majority  of  48,  if  from  them  were  to 
be  collected  the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  independent  part  of  that  houfe  and  of 
the  ])eople  of  Iieland,  whom  they  reprefented.  Fluflied  however  with  the  un- 
expected fuccefs,  the  minifter  eagerly  fent  it  in  to  the  lords,  where  the  Earl  of 
Claie  had  pledged  himfelf  to  carry  it  through*.  Here  on  the  10th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1800,  the  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  taking  his  majefty’s 

* So  imperioufly  in  the  eyes  of  the  Britifti  cabinet  did  the  relative  tituations  of  the  two  kingdonas 
now  call  for  a Legiflative  Union,  fo  unlikely  did  it  appear,  that  another  favorable  opportunity  of 
carrying  the  meafure  fhould  foon  recur,  that  recourfe  was  certainly  had  to  the  powers  of  patronage 
and  influence ; and  many,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in  both  houles  facrificed  their  convictions,  Twenty- 
feven  new  titles  were  added  to  the  peerage  j promotions,  grants,  conceffions,  arrangements,  pro- 
mifes  were  lavilhed  with  a profufion  never  before  known  in  that  country.  Pity  for  both  tides, 
that  fo  great  and  important  a political  meafure  fhould  owe  any  part  of  its  fuccefs,  to  other  than  the 
means  of  temperate  reafon  and  perfuafion. 
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nieflage  into  confideration  relative  to  the  propofed  Legiflative  Union  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  articles  for  that  purpofc,  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor arofe  to  call  their  lordfliips’  attention  to  a fidijeft  certainly  the  motl  momen- 
tous, which  had  ever  been  fubmitted  for  decilion  to  the  parliament  of  that 
country  : a fnhjeft  embracing  the  vital  interefts  of  Ireland,  and  intimately  af- 
fecting the  ftrength  and  profperity  of  the  Britifli  empire.  But  when  he  recol- 
lected the  criminal  and  unexampled  efforts  which  had  been  made,  from  the 
moment  that  meafure  was  firft  propofed  for  difcuffion,  to  bear  it  down  by 
noife,  and  faCtion,  and  intrigue,  if  not  by  recommendations  of  open  rebellion, 
he  fliould  condemn  himfelf  for  a grofs  dereliction  of  his  duty,  were  he  to  for- 
bear to  fubmit  it  to  their  moft  ferious  confideration,  in  all  its  various  and 
important  views  and  bearings,  under  the  ftrong  conviction,  that  nothing  but 
Union  would  fave  that  kingdom  from  annihilation,  and  eventually  uphold 
the  ftability  of  the  Britifli  empire.  From  a critical  and  attentive  obfervation 
of  what  had  paffed  in  Ireland  for  the  laft  twenty  years,  he  was  fatisfied  in  his 
judgment  and  confcience,  that  the  exiftence  of  her  independent  parliament 
had  gradually  led  to  her  recent  complicated  and  bitter  calamities ; and  that 
it  had  at  length  become  defperate  and  impracticable.  He  had,  more  than 
once,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ftated  without  referve,  that  the  rapid  groivtli 
of  faction,  and  the  precipitate  folly  and  pafiion  of  men,  who  from  time  to 
time  were  fuffered  to  take  a commanding  lead  in  the  councils  of  that  alfem- 
bly,  would  inevitably  reduce  them  to  the  alternative  of  feparation  or  Union. 
He  had  with  as  little  referve  ftated  the  fame  opinion  fmce  he  had  had  the  ho- 
nor of  a feat  in  that  houfe ; he  avowed,  that  in  every  communication  he  had 
had  with  the  king’s  minifters  on  Iiilh  affairs  for  the  laft  feven  years,  he  had 
uniformly  and  diftinCtly  preffed  upon  them  the  urgent  ne’ceffity  of  Union,  as 
the  laft  refource  to  preferve  that  country  to  the  Britilh  crown.  He  had 
preffed  it  without  effeCt,  until  Britilh  minifters  and  the  Britilli  nation  were 
routed  to  a fenfc  of  their  common  danger,  by  the  late  fanguinary  and  un- 
provoked rebellion.  His  lordfliip  after  this  entered  into  an  hiftorical  fketch 
of  Ireland  from  the  invafion  down  to  the  late  turbulent  period.*  Thence  he 

* Having  fo  frequently  referred  to  many  parts  of  this  noble  lord’s  fpeech  in  the  courfe  of  this 
hiftory,  as  they  bore  upon  the  particular  periods  and  events  under  confideration,  it  will  be  unnecef- 
fary  to  tire  the  reader  with  a repetition  of  them.  IMr.  Grattan,  as  has  been  before  obferved,  wrote 
on  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  and  charges  the  chancellor  with  grofs  mifreprefentation  and  falfehood. 
“ His  idea,”  faid  Mr.  Grattan,  “ was  to  make  the  Iriih  hiftoiy  a calumny  again!!  their  ancettors, 
“ in  order  to  disfranchife  their  pofterity.” 
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proceeded,  certainly  not  in  a ftyle  of  affedtion,  or  reconciliation,  or  tender- 
nefs,  or  credit  to  his  country,  to  reprefent  it  in  a manner,  which  moft  of  his 
countrymen  have  confidered  opprobrious,  calumniating,  and  untrue. 

In  referring  to  the  period  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  adminiftration,  he  alfumed, 
that  the  Papifts  would  have  remained  content  with  the  favors  which  they  had 
received ; or,  if  they  looked  to  ulterior  indulgence,  they  were  willing  to  try 
the  effedls  of  time,  temper,  and  negociation : but  on  a change  of  the  Irilh  go- 
vernment in  1795,  the  name  and  authority  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  were  abufed 
to  force  their  fedl  to  come  forward  as  the  engine  of  fadlion,  and  demand  the 
repeal  of  every  law,  by  which  they  were  excluded  from  political  power.  Ca- 
tholic emancipation  was  the  cry ; but  it  was  a mere  cover  for  bad  defigns. 
It  was  originally  a pretence  for  rebellion,  and  then  a powerful  engine  of 
fadlion,  wielded  in  both  countries  againft  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  Ireland; 
an  engine  which  had  already  fliaken  their  government  to  its  foundation,  and 
could  not  fail  to  level  it  with  the  drift,  if  they  were  to  continue  in  a ftate  of 
reparation  from  the  Britifti  nation.  If  after  they  repealed  the  teft  laws,  and 
a6ts  of  fupremacy  and  uniformity,  they  ftiould  yield  every  other  point,  then 
fome  apoftle  of  fedition,  in  the  fullnefs  of  human  arrogance  and  prefump- 
tion,  might  propofe  a repeal  of  God’s  holy  commandment,  and  proclaim  the 
wordiip  of  graven  images  in  their  ftreets  and  highways.  What,  faid  his  lord- 
ftiip,  was  the  leffbn  of  peace  and  good-will  inculcated  by  the  fucceflbrs  of 
him  who  firft  invented  this  revolutionary  weapon  ? “ Let  me  advife  you  by 
“ no  means  to  poftpone  the  confideration  of  your  fortunes  until  after  the 
“ war  : feize  the  opportunity  of  war  for  fraternal  embraces,  and  great  eman- 
“ cipation  : your  phyfical  confequence  exifts  only  in  a ftate  of  feparation  from 
“ England  ; in  a ftate  of  feparation  you  are  four  to  one,  in  a ftate  of  union 
“ merely  one  to  four : and  therefore,  though  your  claims  ftiould  be  attended 
“ to  after  union,  you  gain  nothing ; you  may  as  well  be  units  in  the  ftreet 
“ as  units  in  parliament.”  The  whole  of  the  interior  mechanifm  of  emanci- 
pation was  here  fairly  expofed  to  view;  and  he  wilhed  every  hobeft  member 
of  the  community,  whether  Proteftant  or  Catholic,  to  decide  for  himfelf 
whether  Ireland  could  ever  be  at  peace  until  that  firebrand  was  extinguiftied, 
and  whether  a hope  exifted  that  it  could  be  extinguilhed,  in  their  prefent 
ftate  of  feparation  from  England.  If  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  not  fatif- 
fied  with  the  indulgence  which  they  had  already  experienced,  and  were  de- 
termined to  prefs  their  demands  of  an  unqualified  repeal  of  the  teft  laws  and 
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a6t  of  fupremacy,  let  them  be  difcuffed  upon  their  folid  merits  in  the  imperial 
parliament,  Avhere  the  queftion  would  not  be  influenced  by  paflion  or  preju- 
dice ; where  no  part  of  the  confideration  would  be,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land might  retain  their  phyfical  confequence  for  the  eftablilhment  of  afyftem 
of  periodical  rebellion,  under  the  management  and  dire6tion  of  Whigs  or  To- 
ries, or  United  Iriflimen,  and  where  it  would  be  gravely  and  difpaflionately 
confidered,  whether  a repeal  of  thefe  laws  might  be  yielded  with  fafety  to  the 
Britilh  monarchy,  or  whether,  by  adopting  the  French  model,  in  abolifliing 
all  religious  diftinclions  as  connected  with  the  ftate,  they  fhould  lay  the  cor- 
ner-ilone  of  rev’olution  and  democracy.  His  unaltered  opinion  was,  that,  fo 
long  as  human  nature  and  the  Popifli  religion  continued  to  be  what  he  knew 
they  were,  a confcientious  Popilh  ecclefiaftic  never  would  become  a well- 
attached  fubjedl  to  a Proteftant  ftate,  and  that  the  Popilh  clergy  muft  always 
have  a commanding  influence  on  every  member  of  that  communion.  He 
put  this  as  an  abftract  ftate  maxim,  without  regard  to  the  peculiar  fituation 
of  that  country.  In  private  life  he  never  enquired  into  the  religion  of  any 
man;  if  he  werehoneft  and  a good  Chriftian,  it  mattered  not  to  him  that  he 
might  fubfcribe  to  articles  of  faith  and  difcipline,  which  his  reafori  and  un- 
derftanding  rejected ; but  when  he  was  to  frame  laws  for  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate,  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  at  liberty  to  aft  upon  the  virtues  of  individuals^ 
Laws  muft  be  framed  to  meet  and  counteraft  the  vicious  propenfities  of  hu- 
man nature.  His  lordlhip  then  animadverted  feverely  upon  the  fecond  projeft 
for  Irilh  liberty,  parliamentary  reform ; and  recapitulated  Mr.  W.  B.  Pon- 
fonby’s  feven  refolutions  moved  in  the  Houfeof  Commons  in  1797.  Hepaffed 
by  the  horrors  of  the  late  rebellion,  as  they  had  been  amply  detailed  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  fecret  committees.  He  maintained,  that  the  treafonable  confpira- 
cies,  which  had  brought  that  country  to  the  verge  of  ruin,  were  the  natural 
offspring  of  the  adjuftment  of  1782,  and  that  the  convulfion  in  1789  gave 
birth  to  the  Whig  inftitution,  the  reliques  of  which  might  be  obferved  in  the 
mafk  of  liberty,  inculcating  the  principles,  and  adopting  the  means  origi- 
nally devifed  by  the  rebel  confederacy  of  the  Irifli  Union,  to  abolifh  the  re- 
ligion and  fubvert  the  monarchy  of  Ireland.  He  made  fome  other  remarks 
on  the  conduft  of  the  pretended  patrons  of  liberty,  and  on  the  great  danger, 
to  which  their  intrigues  expofed  their  countrymen,  and  painted  a moft  hi- 
deous portrait  of  his  wretched  and  devoted  country.  Her  financial  embar- 
ralfments  were  irretrievable.  Her  national  debt  in  1791  did  not  exceed 
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2,44!2,8g0/.  and  at  the  time  of  his  fpeaking,  it  was  25,662,640/.  Thofe  finan- 
cial difficulties  did  not  arife  from  a Trench,  a Dutch,  or  a Spanifh  war,  but 
from  a war  of  fadlion,  a Whig  Avar,  and  a war  of  United  Irilhmen.  Even 
if  Great  Britain  fliould  no  longer  be  at  war,  the  rulers  of  Ireland  would  be 
compelled  to  maintain  a war  eftablilhment  for  defence  againft  their  own 
people. 

It  had  been  demanded  triumphantly,  how  were  they  to  be  relieved  by 
Union  ? Firft,  they  would  be  rdieved  from  Britifli  and  Irifli  faction,  which 
\vas  the  prime  fource  of  all  their  calamities.  Next,  if  they  became  one  people 
with  England,  the  army  of  the  empire  would  be  employed  where  it  was  moft 
M'anted  for  general  fervice  ; and  fo  long  as  it  fliould  be  found  necelfary  to 
garrifon  every  diftrict  in  Ireland,  for  the  internal  fafety  of  the  country,  the 
neceffary  force  might  be  flationed  there,  without  additional  expence  in  either 
country. 

It  had  been  faid,  that,  by  giving  up  a feparate  government  and  feparate 
parliament,  they  facrificed  national  dignity  and  independence;  but  ivlien 
he  looked  at  the  fqualid  mifery,  and  profound  ignorance,  and  barbarous 
manners,  and  brutal  ferocity,  of  the  mafs  of  the  Irilh  peojile,  he  was  fickened 
with  the  rant  of  Irifh  dignity  and  independence.  Were  the  dignit}^  and 
independence  of  Ireland  to  confifl  in  the  continued  deprefhon  and  'unre- 
deemed barbarifm  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  and  the  fa6tious  con- 
tentions of  a puny  and  rapacious  oligarchy,  who  confidered  the  Irifli  nation 
ns  their  political  inheritance,  and  were  ready  to  flicrifice  the  public  peace 
and  happinefs  to  their  infatiate  love  of  patronage  and  poirer?  He  felt  as 
a true  Irilliman  for  the  dignity  and  independence  of  his  country;  and  ivould 
elevate  her  to  her  proper  ftation  in  the  rank  of  civilifed  nations.*  He 

■wiflied 


* Thefe  ebullitions  of  patriotifm  in  the  Earl  of  Clare  have  always  been  confidered  by  the  greater 
part  of  his  countrymen  as  a varnilli  to  glofsover  his  own  private  views  of  felf-intereft  and  ambition 
to  which  he  was  confidered  by  them  ever  to  have  facrificed  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  his  country. 
In  addition  to  the  acrimonious  obloquy  upon  his  country  in  this  fpeech,  I refer  the  /eader  to  what 
he  faid  of  it  in  the  Britifli  houfe  of  peers  by  way  of  encouraging  Britifli  capitalifts  and  manufadturers 
to  refort  thither. 

Upon  the  third  reading  of  the  martial  law  bill  in  the  Imperial  Houfe  of  Peers  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1801  (a  period  not  within  the  range  of  this  hiftory)  that  noble  lord  gave  the  following 
repulfive  and  abhorrent  portrait  of  liis  country  ; little,  it  will  impartially  be  aUowed,  calculated  to 
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williecl  to  advance  her  from  the  degTaded  poft  of  a mercenary  province  to 
the  proud  Ration  of  an  integral  and  governing  member  of  the  greateft 

empire 

conciliate  the  afFeftions  and  promote  the  advancement  of  the  fpirit  of  Union  in  either  of  the  con^ 
trailing  parties  to  the  terms  of  their  recent  contrail.  “ Moft  of  the  noble  lords  then  prefent  had 
" lived  in  fecurity  and  happinefs  under  the  Briiifli  conditution.  Confcious  of  the  many  blef- 
“ tings  that  conftilution  was  calculated  to  confer,  they  muft  revolt  at  the  idea  of  fufpending  it  in 
any  part  of  the  empire.  Such  however  was  the  unfortunate,  the  melancholy,  the  degraded  date 
of  Ireland,  that  die  mud  either  fly  for  refuge  to  a military  government,  or  fubmit  to  an  unprin- 
cipled,  a favage,  and  a ferocious  democracy.  He  maintained  that  there  was  no  other  alternative. 
" The  civil  government  was  unable  to  fupport  itfelf,  and,  if  unaided  by  military  force,  would 
“ quickly  crumble  into  atoms.  The  rebellion  that  had  exided  in  that  country  was  of  a nature 
unparalleled  in  the  hidory  of  the  world.  It  did  not  proceed  from  midaken  loyalty,  religious 
“ zeal,  or  party  differenee.  All  principle  had  been  corrupted;  every  laudable  feeling  had  been 
" extirpated  from  the  mind;  and  nothing  prevailed  but  ddmedic  treafon,  bloody  murder,  andi 
“ cowardly  adadination.  Though  it  had  been  vanquidied  in  the  held,  it  was  not  fubdued  — it  had 
“ exided  long  before  it  broke  out,  and  it  exided  dill.  Democracy  had  taken  deep  root  in  tliat 
" country,  and  it  would  probably  be  long  before  a fpirit  of  fubordination  could  be  redored.  He 
had  often  aderted,  he  did  then  adert,  and  diould  always  continue  to  adert,  that  from  the  time 
“ that  the  appeal  of  a rebel  eonvention  from  the  Iridt  parliament  had  been  received  in  this  country 
and  fandlioned  by  authority,  democracy  had  been  planted  in  Ireland,  and  it  had  continually 
grown  up  and  fioui  idied  fince.  Now  it  was  greatly  too  powerful  for  the  civil  government ; 
and  unlefs  its  growth  was  thus  checked  it  would  completely  gain  the  afcendant.  Martial  law 
“ was  indifpenfable,  and  could  alone  give  any  fecurity  to  the  property,  the  religion,  and  the  lives 
“ of  the  loyal  inhabitants.  Here  the  noble  lord  took  occadon  to  compliment  Marquis  Cornwallis; 
“ he  had  done  all  that  could  be  done  by  man,  yet  Ireland  was  not  in  a fitiaation  to  enjoy  the  con- 
" ditution  for  martial  law  to  be  exercifed  ededually,  it  was  necedary  that  the  king’s  courts  diould 
be  completely  diut  up.  His  lorddiip  drew  a pi£lure  of  the  date  of  Ireland,  the  mod  diocking 
“ imaginable.  Many  of  his  remarks  he  faid  he  made  with  pain,  and  therefore  they  were  not 
" reported.  Where  the  contagion  was  dronged,  he  obferved,  it  was  impodible  to  know.  The 
“ county  of  Limerick  in  which  he  redded,  was  almod  the  only  one  that  remained  quiet  during 
" the  rebellion ; yet  a dangerous  infurreftion  afterwards  fuddcnly  broke  out  in  It,  and  it  was  begun 
“ by  an  atrocious  murder  being  committed  under  his  own  roof.  One  of  his  own  fervants  was  put 
" to  death  with  circumdances  the  mod  diocking  to  humanity,  merely  becaufe  he  was  an  Englidi- 
“ man  ; and,  to  diew  the  extreme  barbarifm,  at  which  the  Irilh  people  had  arrived,  the  principal 
“ adadin  was  a man  who  had  been  his  fervant,  and  his  father’s  fervant  for  upwards  of  thirty-years, 
and  had  been  uniformly  treated  by  both  of  them  with  the  greated  potdble  kindnefs.  He  men- 
tioned  this  to  diew  that  they  were  not  animated  by  any  thing  refembling  a rational  motive,  but 
“ were  fpurred  on  merely  by  a third  for  blood.  If  the  noble.earl  (Earl  Fitzwilliam,  to  whom  he 
“ addred'ed  himfelf  all  along)  could  find  time  to  vifit  his  edales  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  he 
“ would  lee,  that  thefe  reprefentations  were  not  exaggerated.  He  would  there  behold  nothing 
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empire  in  the  world.  He  willied  to  withdraw  the  higher  orders  of  his  coun- 
trymen from  the  narrow  and  corrupted  fphere  of  Irifli  politics,  and  to  direct 
their  attention  to  obje6ts  of  national  importance,  to  teach  them  to  improve 
the  natural  energies  and  extend  the  refources  of  their  country,  to  encourage 
the  fkill  and  ingenuity  of  manufacturers,  open  ufeful  channels  for  com- 
mercial enterprife,  and,  above  all,  ferioufly  to  exert  their  heft  endeavours 
to  tame  and  civilife  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  to  inculcate  in  their 
minds  habits  of  religion  and  morality,  and  induftry,  and  due  fubordination, 
to  relieve  their  wants,  and  correCt  their  exccffes.  Unlefs  they  would  civilife 
their  people,  it  was  vain  to  look  for  national  tranquillity  or  contentment. 

To  the  objection,  that  the  meafure  of  union  was  unfeafonable,  he  replied, 
they  were  not  to  await  the  period  of  aCtual  bankruptcy,  or  the  iffue  of  a new 

" but  traces  of  defolatlon  and  ligns  of  the  renewal  of  thcfe  horrors.  With  the  deepeft  grief  he 
" fa w fuch  things,  and  fpoke  of  them.  Happy  would  he  be,  if  he  could  go  to  his  bed-chamber 
“ without  going  as  to  an  armoury,  and  could  clofe  his  eyes  without  apprehenfions  of  having  his 
" throat  cut  before  morning,  or  feeing  his  wife  and  children  butchered  before  him.  He  thould 
“ be  inexpreffibly  happy  when  he  could  once  more  walk  out  unarmed  j for  it  was  a curious  faft, 
“ that,  when  he  was  in  Ireland,  his  fervant  brought  him  his  arms  as  regularly  as  he  brought  him 
his  hat.  To  think  of  repreffing  this  fpirit  by  coaxing,  concelTions,  and  indulgence,  was  abfurd! 
" A£ts  of  that  kind,  though  well  meant,  had  already  had  a mifehievous  tendency.  The  rebels  had 
" a fyftem  of  laws  the  moft  fevere,  and  the  moft  promptly  executed.  This  was  far  more  efficient 
" than  the  civil  code,  and  could  only  be  met  and  counterafted  by  martial  law.  If  this  bill  were 
“ not  renewed,  feenes  would  be  exhibited  in  Ireland,  to  which  there  had  been  nothing  referabling 
" fince  the  year  l64l.  It  was  eafy  for  ihofe  at  a diftance  from  the  fpot  to  talk  of  humanity,  and 
" to  rail  againft  mcafures  of  vigor.  Let  noble  lords  who  oppofed  that  bill  take  a journey  to  Ire- 
"■  land.  He  engaged  to  give  any  fix  of  them  a villa,  and  a fmall  farm  each,  if  they  would  confent 
" to  refide  in  it.  After  they  had  tafted  for  a twelvemonth  the  fweets  of  an  Iriffi  life,  let  tliem 
“ come  over  (if  they  furvived)  and  declaim  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  die  Iriffi.  The  noble  lord 
" concluded  by  adverting  to  the  report  that  he  was  an  advocate  of  torture.  The  foundafion  for 
“ that  report,  he  faid,  he  recollefted  well,  and  lliould  ftate  to  the  houfe.  A blackfmith  had  been 
“ apprehended,  who,  there  was  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe,  had  been  engaged  in  framing  pike- 
heads.  After  various  means  being  tried,  in  vain,  to  force  him  to  confefs  where  he  had  concealed 
them,  he  was  placed  upon  the  piquet.  There  he  had  not  remained  half  a minute,  when  he  told 
where  about  500  might  be  found,  and  there  they  were  found  accordingly.  In  anfvver  to  what 
had  fallen  from  a noble  lord  oppofite  (Earl  Moira),  he  had  faid  it  ffiould  be  maturely  confidered, 
“■  whether  fociety  would  fuffer  moft  from  the  murder  of  two  or  three  hundred  loyal  and  well-dif- 
“ pofed  men,  which  was  probably  thus  prevented,  or  from  a rebel  blackfmith  being  placed  half 
“ a minute  on  the  piquet.  What  he  had  faid  then,  he  now  repeated j and  if  there  were  any  who, 
“ regardlefs  of  the  two  or  three  hundred  loyal  and  w'ell-difpofed  inhabitants,  pitied  only  the  rebel 
blackfmith,  he  did  not  envy  them  their  feelings.” 
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rebellion,  that  Great  Britain  might  be  enabled  to  didate  the  terms  on  which 
Ireland  Ihould  liften  to  the  propofition?  That  was  a period  of  all  others 
the  moft  aufpicious  for  Ireland  to  fet  on  footfuch  a treaty.  The  late,  rebellion 
had  been  fo  far  put  down,  that  the  was  enabled  to  treat  on  fair  and  equal 
terms. 

The  evil  of  emigration  could  never  be  greater  than  at  that  day.  If 
they  were  to  live  in  a perpetual  ftorm  there;  if  it  were  to  remain  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  every  adventurer,  of  feeble  and  oftentatious  talents,  ungoverned 
by  a particle  of  judgment  or  difcretion,  to  drefs  up  fiditious  grievances  for 
popular  delufion,  and  let  loofe  a favage  and  barbarous  people  upon  the 
property  and  refped  of  the  Irilh  nation,  what  gentleman,  who  had  the  means 
of  living  out  of  that  country,  would  be  induced  to  remain  in  it?  His  lordfliip 
moft  folemnly  declared,  that  no  earthly  confideration  fliort  of  a ftrong  fepfe 
of  duty  fliould  have  induced  him  to  remain  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  fcenes 
of  folly  and  madnefs,  and  horrors  of  every  defcription,  in  which  he  had 
lived  for  fome  years  paft;  and  that  he  would  rather  give  up  ev^ry  profped 
which  remained  to  him  in  that  country,  and  begin  a new  courfe  in  his  old 
age,  than  fubmit  to  the  fame  mifery  and  difguft  for  the  remnant  of  his  life. 

When  it  was  firft  known,  that  Great  Britain  was  ready  to  receive  her  fifter 
kingdom  into  the  communion  of  her  liberty,  wealth,  induftry  and  happinefs, 
the  offer  was  treated,  by  fome  who  called  themfelves  friends  of  liberty  and 
the  Irifh  conftitution,  with  a degree  of  intemperance,  which  refembled  the 
fury  of  wild  beafts  alarmed  at  an  attack  upon  their  prey.  The  flame  of 
difcontent  fpread  with  rapidity;  and  appeals  of  the  moft  virulent  and  in- 
flammatory tendency  were  made  by  thefe  friends  of  liberty  to  the  deluded 
barbarians,  Avho  had  been  fo  recently  configned  by  them  to  indifcriminate 
extirpation.  When  the  meafure  was  propofed,  the  friends  of  liberty  would 
not  fuffer  it  to  be  difcuffed ; and  Avhen  it  was  relinquifhed  for  a time,  they 
endeavoured  to  force  the  premature  difcuflion  of  it,  in  the  hope  of  pre- 
cluding a fair  inveftigation  of  its  merits.  Perfons  of  high  rank  had  not 
fcrupled  to  propagate  fedition  during  the  recefs  of  parliament,  and  to  canvas 
popular  clamor  againft  the  meafure,  by  the  moft  fliamelefs  impofitions  on 
the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  every  man,  who  would  liften  to  them.  His 
lordfliip  then  animadverted  on  the  affumption  of  a confular  authority  by 
two  peers  and  a commoner,  who  iffued  “ a letter  miflive”  through  the  realm, 
promoting  ftrong  petitions  againft  the  Union.  He  made  a very  fevere  ad- 
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drefs  to  the  young  Earl  of  Charlemont,  and  called  upon  him  publicly  to 
difavow  all  knowlege  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a fund,  or,  if  he  could  not 
difavow  it,  to  hate  explicitly  any  honeft  purpofe,  to  which  it  could  be  applied. 
He  propofed  to  that  grave  aifemhly  an  entire  and  perfeft  union  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  Avith  Great  Britain,  which,  if  he  lived  to  fee  completed,  to 
his  lateft  hour  he  fliould  feel  an  honorable  pride  in  reflecting  on  the  lliare 
he 'might  have  had  in  contributing  to  effe6l  it.* 

The  Earl  of  Charlemont  denied  that  he  had  oppofed  the  Union  by  bribery, 
but  allowed  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  procure  petitions  to  counteract  thofe 
addretfes,  which  were  promoted  by  all  the  influence  of  government.  He 
thought  it  his  duty  to  purfue  all  conftitutional  means  for  the  defeat  of  a 
proje6t,  Avhich  appeared  to  him  to  be  full  of  detriment  and  injury  to  Ireland, 
and  of  danger  to  the  Britilli  empire. 

The  Marquis  of  Downthire  rofe  to  repel  the  chancellor's  accufation,  and 
ftate  his  objections  to  the  union.  He  had  heard  of  an  anti-union  fubfcription ; 
but  he  did  not  believe  the  information.  If  fuch  a fund  exifted,  he  could 
honeftly  aflert,  that  he  had  never  fubfcribed  to  it,  and  had  not  even  been 
defired  to  contribute  to  it. 

He  differed  from  the  noble  lord  in  many  points.  Heconfidered  the  rebel- 
lion to  have  been  principally  occafioned  by  the  inconfiftent  conduCt  of  the 
government.  At  one  time  he  had  been  requefted,  as  a friend  to  that  go- 
A'ernment,  to  fign  a ftrong  declaration  in  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  ,afcen- 
dancy ; but,  if  he  could  have  forefeen  the  confequences,  he  would  fooner 
have  fuftered  an  amputation  of  the  hand  that  figncd  it,  than  have  put  his 
name  to  it ; not  but  that  he  was  a true  and  zealous  Protefiant,  and  a fmcere 
friend  to  the  eftablilhed  church  of  Ireland.  A few  months  afterwards, 
he  had  been  called  upon  by  the  fame  government  to  vote  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  Catholics,  to  which,  though  he  were  not  of  an  intolerant 
tlifpofition,  he  could  not  accede.  This  contradictory  policy  inuft  have  had 
a tendency  to  irritate  the  public  mind,  and  feemed  to  have  led  to  thofe 


* Notwithftanding  this  declaration,  it  is  reportedj  that  this  noble  lord  felt  fo  fenfibly,  after  the 
Union,,  the  lofs  of  his  own  power  and  confequence,  of  which  he  was  inordinately  fond,  that  it  preyed 
upon  his  fpirits,  and  contributed  to  haften  his  dlflblution  j and  he  is  faid  to  have  avowed  in  his 
laft  illnefs,  that  of  all  the  political  adlions  of  his  life  he  molt  repented  of  his  exertions  to  bring  about 
the  Union.  His  ambition  afpired  to  rule  the  Britifli  councils,  as  he  had  fo  long  direded  thofe  of 
Ireland.  There  he  failed. 
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evils  which  now,  in  fubferviency  to  the  minifterial  proje6t,  were  afcribed  to 
other  caufes. 

Tlie  noble  marquis  felt  inexpreffible  uneafinefs  at  being  branded  as  a fac- 
tious man,  after  he  had  facrificed  his  youth,  his  health,  and  his  fortune,  in 
the  fupport  of  the  king  and  the  government  of  Ireland.  Was  it  juft  or 
candid  to  impute  feditious  views  to  one  who  had  purfued  an  oppofite  courfe, 
and  who  had  ftudioufly  cheriflied  the  foundeft  principles  of  loyalty.  In 
putting  his  fignature  to  the  letter  miJJ'we  he  had  a61ed  as  an  independent 
gentleman  of  Ireland,  as  a man  of  large  polfeffions,  acquainted  with  the  ftate 
of  the  country,  and  deeply  intereftcd  in  its  welfare.  As  it  had  been  con- 
fidently afferted,  that  the  Unionifts  had  a greater  extent  of  property  than 
their  opponents,  it  was  incumbent  on  thofe,  who  had  a better  knowlege  of 
the  opinion  of  the  public  to  call  for  a conftitutional  declaration  of  fentiment, 
not  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  but  from  the  more  refpe6table  part  of  the 
community,  that  the  minifter  and  his  friends  might  be  convinced  of  their 
error. 

Lord  Glentworth  declared  his  firm  conviction  that  an  union  alone  could 
quiet  the  country  and  fecure  the  empire.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland, 
there  was  no  medium  between  clofe  union  and  total  feparation.  He  mingled 
with  his  arguments  fevere  ftriCtures  upon  the  triumvirate,  and  afferted  the 
notoriety  of  the  exiftence  of  the  treafury  mentioned  by  the  chancellor. 

Vifcount  Dillon  was  apprehenfive  that  difioyalty  Avould  not  be  checked 
by  the  Union,  and  that  it  would  not  promote  the  fecurity  of  the  country. 
Lord  Donoghmore  reafoned  chiefly  on  the  fubjeCl  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
which,  he  thought,  might  be  more  fafely  and  eftectually  adjufted  after  a con- 
folidation  of  the  legiflatures.  Vifcount  PoAverfeourt  denied  the  competency 
of  the  parliament  to  adopt  the  meafure.  Vifcount  Carleton  not  only  defended 
that  point,  but  fupported  the  particular  provifions  of  the  plan;  and  the 
Archbhhop  of  Cafliel  alfo  argued  in  favor  of  the  competency.  The  Earl 
of  Farnham  objected  to  the  inconvenient  diftance  of  the  united  parliament 
from  Ireland,  and  dreaded  the  provincial  fubjeCtion  of  that  country  to 
Britain.  The  Earl  of  Glendore  was  an  advocate  for  the  Union,  as  were  the 
Chief  Juftice  Kilwarden,  and  Lord  Sunderlin;  the  Earl  of  Bellamont  ftrongly 
declaimed  againft  it.  The  firft  refolution  paffed  the  houfe  by  a majority 
of  49,  the  numbers  being  75  for  and  26  againft  it. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  it  was  refolved  in  the  lords,  that  the  houfe  fliould 
VoL.  II.  * p be 
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be  put  into  a committee  again  to  take  the  faid  meffage  into  further  confide- 
ration  on  Monday  the  11th  of  March,  and  the  lords  to  be  fummoned.* 

The  general  principles  of  the  Union  having  been  amply  difcuffed  in  both 
houfes,  it  was  moved,  on  the  14th  of  February  in  the  commons,  that  a general 
committee  Ihould  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  the  particular  terms  of 
the  Lhiion,  when  Colonel  Vereker  congratulated  the  houfe  on  what  he 
termed  the  defeat  of  the  miniftry,  in  obtaining  fuch  a paltry  majority  at  the 
laft  meeting,  and  hoped  either  that  the  project  would  be  abandoned,  or  that 
ample  time  would  be  allow'ed  for  afcertaining  the  fenfe  of  the  people  on  the 
fubje6t. 

A warm  debate  enfued,  in  which  the  honorable  George  Knox  obferved, 
that  though  an  Union  might  not  be  an  innovation  upon  words  or  names,  it 
would  be  an  innovation  upon  the  fpirit  and  fubftance  of  the  conftitution.  If 
the  parliament  Ihould  be  removed  to  Madras,  it  might  be  faid  that  the  Irifh 
would  retain  their  former  conftitution  ; but  he  deemed  it  an  eflential  part  of 
the  fyftem,  that  there  fliould  be  a free,  conftant,  and  immediate  communi- 
cation between  the  legiflature  and  the  nation  for  which  it  a61;ed. 

Many  gentlemen  fpoke  to  the  queftion,  and  moft  of  them  for  delay.  Mr. 
Goold  entered  at  large  into  the  whole  fubject  He  faid,  that  the  records  of 
the  whole  world  did  not  exhibit  a fcene  fo  Angular  as  that  of  a minifter  de- 
firing a parliament  to  extinguilh  itfelf  on  account  of  its  crimes  or  its  legifla- 
tive  impotency. 

A motion  for  adjournment  having  been  made,  with  a view  to  the  produc- 
tion of  additional  documents  requifite  for  the  accurate  comprehenfion  of 
fome  of  the  detailed  articles,  89  members  voted  for  it,  and  120  againft  it: 
it  was  then  moved,  that  the  debate  Aiould  be  adjourned  to  the  17th,  which 
the  fecretary,  though  he  negatived  the  motion  by  a majority  of  47,  aflented 
Ihould  take  place. 


* 8 Lords  Journ.  p.  S43. 
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On  the  appointed  day,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  IMr.  Corry,  ic 
traced  his  old  ground  of  argument,  which  he  interfperfed  with  much  perfonal 
acrimony  and  abufe,  directed  particularly  to  Mr.  Grattan,  who  vindicated 
himfelf  in  ftrong  language,  and  retorted  upon  his  opponent  the  infmuations 
;of  unconftitutional  and  treafonable  conduct.  Mr.  Corry  replied  with  re- 
doubled feverity ; and  Mr.  Grattan  rejoined  with  fuch  increafed  power  of 
cenfure,  as  threw  the  onus  of  refentment  completely  on  ]\Ir.  Corry.* 

General  Hutchinfon  ridiculed  the  fears  or  the  pretences  of  thofe  members, 
who  alleged,  that  the  meafure  would  fubvert  the  independence  of  Ireland, 
and  enflave  her  to  a foreign  parliament.  To  the  control  of  that  legillature, 
he  faid,  the  Iridi  were  already  fubjecl  in  all  queftions  of  external  legillation. 
The  co-equality  of  their  parliament  with  that  of  Great  Britain  Aras  the  dream 
of  fancy,  which  never  could  be  realifed  ; it  u-ould  be  better  to  be  a compo- 
nent part  of  a free  and  flourifliing  empire,  than  to  be  a weak  and  petty  ftate, 
convulfed  with  flidlion,  or  the  deluded  victim  of  treacherous  allies  and  un- 
feeling defpots. 

* The  houfe  faw  the  inevitable  confequences.  The  fpeaker  (the  houfe  was  in  committee)  font 
for  Mr.  Grattan  into  his  chamber,  and  prelfed  his  interpofition  for  an  amicable  adjuftment,  which 
Mr,  Grattan  pohtively  refuted,  faying,  he  faw,  and  had  been  fome  time  aware  of  a fet  made  at 
him,  to  pijlol  him  off  on  that  queftion  ■,  therefore  it  was  as  well  the  experiment  were  tried  tlien  as  at 
any  other  time.  Both  parties  had  inftantly  left  the  houfe  upon  Mr.  Grattan’s  finilhing  his  phi- 
lippic. Matters  having  been  fpeedily  adjufted  by  the  feeonds,  they  proceeded  in  hackney  coaches 
to  a field  on  the  Ball’s  Bridge  road,  which  they  reached  in  the  twilight.  It  was  agreed  they  fliould 
level  and  fire  at  their  own  option.  The  firft  fliot  on  both  fides  did  no  mifehief ; Mr.  Grattan's 
paffed  through  Mr.  Corry’s  coat.  On  the  fecond  level  tliere  was  much  fcience  and  piftol  play.  Mr. 
Grattan,  whole  nerves  were  as  firm  as  a rock,  kept  his  man  accurately  covered,  referved  his  lliot 
to  make  it  the  more  fecure,  which  Mr.  Corry  perceiving,  called  to  his  fecond,  and  it  was  fettled 
upon  the  honour  of  the  parties,  that  both  Ihould  fire  together.  Mr.  Corry  mifl’ed  his  aim,  and  Mr. 
Grattan’s  ball  hit  his  antagonift  on  the  knuckle  of  his  left  hand,  which  he  had  extended  acrofs  his 
breaft  to  protect  his  right  fide,  and  taking  a diredtion  along  his  wrift,  did  no  other  injury. 

The  populace,  notwithftanding  the  quicknefs  and  fecrecy  with  which  the  bufinefs  was  conduced, 
followed  the  parties  to  the  ground,  and  there  was  reafon  to  fear,  had  Mr.  Grattan  fallen,  that  his 
antagonift  would  have  been  facrificed  on  the  fpot  to  the  refentment  of  the  populace,  fo  enthufiafti- 
cally  w'ere  they  devoted  to  their  favorite.  The  iflue  of  this  affair  reached  the  Houfe  of  Commons  whilft 
they  were  ftill  in  debate  at  half  paft  eight  in  the  morning.  Before  Mr.  Grattan  went  to  the  ground, 
a moft  affecting  and  truly  Roman  meeting  took  place  between  him  and  Mrs.  Grattan.  That  gentle- 
man was  as  eminent  for  the  endearments  of  domeftic  felicity  as  he  was  confpicuous  for  his  exertions 
in  the  caufe  of  the  people. 

* 
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Great  Britain  could  not  be  falfe  to  Ireland,  and  at  the  fame  time  true  to 
herfelf.  Her  capacious  wifdom  had  long  fince  taught  her,  that  the  profperity 
of  each  ifland  was  neceffary  to  the  other. 

The  experience  of  two  centuries  tended  to  deftroy  the  hope  of  the  ftability 
of  the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  Hibernian  parliament.  Its  failure  was  ma- 
nifeft ; it  had  weakened  the  empire  without  ftrengthening  Ireland.  Formed 
for  the  infancy  of  a foreign  and  a fmall  colony,  it  had  funk  before  the  man- 
hood of  a great  nation,  and  had  become  private  property  inftead  of  public 
right.  The  national  tranquillity  could  not  be  fecured  by  fuch  a parliament, 
amidft  the  diforders  and  turmoils  of  Europe.  If  within  every  thing  were  hol- 
low, if  without  every  thing  menacing,  where  was  the  remedy  againft  internal 
diftraftion  ? Where  the  fliield  againft  foreign  invafion  ? What  was  property 
Avithout  fecurity  ? What  liberty  when  life  Avas  in  danger,  and  Avhen  the  houfe 
of  a country  gentleman  muft  either  be  his  garrifon  or  his  tomb  ? 

All  the  arguments  Avhich  he  had  heard  againft  the  Union,  Avere  addrefles 
to  the  pride,  the  paffions,  the  prejudices  of  an  irritable  nation,  more  accuf- 
tomed  to  a6l  from  the  impulfe  of  quick  feelings,  than  from  the  dictates  of 
found  difcretion  and  fober  reafon.  He  admitted  the  neceftity  of  endeavour- 
ing to  preferve  a fenfe  of  national  dignity  : it  atos  the  fource  of  all  pre-emi- 
nence, of  all  power,  ftrength,  and  greatnefs.  He  Avilhed  that  Ireland  had 
fomething  to  nourilh  this  noble  paflion  ; but  for  the  laft  fix  centuries,  llie  had 
exhibited  the  melancholy  pidlure  of  favage  acrimony  and  barbarous  difcord, 
of  party  zeal  and  fe61arian  ftruggle;  of  a fugitive  government  Avithout  fixed 
principles ; a minifter  without  refponfibility  ; a parliament  fearlefs  of  the  peo- 
ple, from  Avhom  it  did  not  derive  its  origin  ; a triumphant  ariftocracy,  and' a 
deluded  nation.  For  eighty  years  of  this  century,  the  goA^rnment  had  been 
the  moft  arhitrary  and  opprelfive  of  any  in  Europe.  The  treatment  of  the 
Catholics,  in  particular,  had  been  brutally  inhuman ; and,  though  fome  of 
the  laws  againft  that  fe6l  had  been  repealed,  the  confequences  of  a barbarous 
code  Avere  ftill  evident.  Under  fuch  a mode  of  adminiftration,  it  Avas  impof- 
fible  to  hope  for  love  of  the  laws,  zeal  for  the  conftitution,  or  attachment  to 
the  government.  That  pure,  unfullied,  unalloyed  allegiance,  the  vital  prin- 
ciple of  ftates,  the  only  folid  foundation  of  legitimate  rule,  Avhich  would  not 
yield  to  the  clumfy  chain  of  force,  but  Avas  created  by  benefits,  acknoAvledged 
by  gratitude,  and  nourilhed  by  hope,  could  only  be  cxpe6ied  by  a good  and 
beneficent  government  from  a happy  and  contented  people.  The  powers  of 
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the  earth  would  at  length  learn  this  falutary  truth,  that  government  muft  ever 
be  in  danger  when  the  fubjeOl  had  nothing  to  lofe. 

In  a country  where  equal  law  and  equal  liberty  were  unknown,  the  progrefs 
of  French  principles,  to  which  he  chiefly  attributed  the  late  rebellion,  would 
be  more  rapid  than  in  other  Rates.  An  illand  thus  mifgoverned  was  a pre- 
pared foil  for  the  reception  of  Jacobin  principles;  and  they  had  flourilhed 
in  it  with  all  the  growth  of  rank  luxuriancy.  He  concluded  a moft  impref- 
five,  conftitutional,  and  elegant  fpeech  by  declaring,  that  no  popular  delufion, 
no  idle  clamor  or  mifreprefentation,  fliould  ever  induce  him  to  depart  from 
what  he  confidered  as  a great  fundamental  truth,  that  the  beft  government 
for  thefe  countries  would  be  one  executive  and  one  legiflative,  a connedled 
people  and  an  united  parliament. 

After  feveral  members  had  taken  part  in  the  debate,  iMr.  Fofter  affirmed, 
that  the  boafted  terms,  inftead  of  offering  great  benefits,  were  replete  with  in- 
jury ; that  every  point  to  which  they  tended  might  be  as  well  fecured  by  a 
feparate  parliament ; that  all  contained  the  feeds  of  conftant  jealoufy,  and 
avowed  diftindl  interefls,  the  continuance  of  which  they  enfured,  and  there- 
fore muft  promote  feparation.  He  entered  into  the  detail  of  the  propofed 
plan  of  future  finance,  revenue,  and  commerce,  in  which  there  was  not  one 
article,  to  which  an  Irifli  parliament  was  incompetent,  or  one  to  which  an 
united  parliament  was  not  lefs  adequate,  inafmuch  as  the  regulation  of  du- 
ties and  of  trade  between  the  kingdoms  required  a quick  and  ready  know’- 
ledge  of  the  local  circumftances  of  Ireland,  Avhich  could  be  effedlually  ob- 
tained by  a refident  legiflature  alone. 

As  to  the  conftitutional  effedts  of  the  fcheme,  he  obferved,  that  the  upper 
houfe  created  a fort  of  mongrel  peer,  half  lord,  half  commoner,  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  complete,  and  yet  enough  of  each  to  remind  you  of  the 
motley  mixture.  Every  body  knew,  or  fliould  know,  that,  by  the  original 
and  uninterrupted  conftitution  of  parliament,  a lord  could  not  interfere  in 
the  eleftion  of  a commoner ; yet  here  he  was  not  only  to  interfere,  but 
might  be  a candidate,  and  might  fit  and  a6t  as  a commoner.  The  twenty- 
eight  chofen  lords  were  to  fit  for  life,  though  they  were  only  reprefentatives  ; 
thus  counteradling  one  great  principle,  that  reprefentatives  fliall  only  aft 
for  a time  limited,  acknowledged  by  the  feptennial  and  oftennial  bills,  and 
by  the  articles  of  the  Scotch  Union  in  refpeft  to  the  lords.  With  this  feat 
for  life  to  the  chofen  lords,  what  was  to  become  of  the  remaining  peers,  per- 
haps 
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haps  nearer  200  than  100  in  number?  They  then  were legiflators  pafs  thefe 
articles,  they  would  inftantly  ceafe  to  be  fo  ; they  would  be  the  only  fubjefts 
in  Ireland  incapable  of  adling  as  legiflators ; a degradation  ruinous  to  the 
nobility.  This  fatal  ineafure  of  ele6tion  for  life  would  leave  fo  little  hope  and 
fo  little  chance,  that  all  inducement  to  improvement,  to  education,  to  lludy 
the  interefts  of  his  country,  would  be  done  away.  It  would  deprefs  the  fpi- 
rit,  and  enervate  the  exertions  of  all  the  riflng  nobility  of  the  land.  Further, 
by  a ftrange  fort  of  abfurdity,  the  ineafure,  in  fuffering  him  as  a commoner 
to  take  a Britifli  feat,  and  refufmg  to  allow  him  an  Irifli  one,  admitted  this 
monftrous  pofition,  that  in  the  country  where  his  property,  his  connexions, 
and  refidence  were,  he  flrould  not  be  chofen  a legiflator,  but  where  he  was 
wholly  a ftranger,  he  might ; the  certain  confequence  of  which  was,  that  it 
would  induce  a refidence  of  the  Irifli  nobility  in  Britain,  where  they  might  be 
elected  commoners,  and  inuft  of  courfe  folicit  intereft ; thereby  increaling  the 
number  of  Irifli  abfentees,  and  gradually  weaning  the  men  of  largeft  fortune 
from  an  acquaintance  or  a connexion  with  their  native  country. 

As  to  the  commons,  this  fatal  Union  would  not  be  lefs  unconflitutional. 
It  reduced  their  number  from  300  to  100.  One  great  principle  was,  that  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  every  fpecies  of  property  was  reprefented,  and  the 
wifdom  of  the  whole  increafed  by  a mixture  of  country  gentlemen,  mer- 
chants, lawyers,  and  men  of  all  profeflions.  But  that  meafure  fliut  the  door 
againft  commercial  men  and  againft  the  profefibrs  of  the  law,  who  could  not 
defert  their  bufmefs  to  attend  parliament  in  another  country. 

Ill  controverted  elections  the  impracticability,  expence,  and  difficulties  in 
bringing  over  evidence,  inuft  neceflarily  leave  the  nomination  with  the  flierifl'. 

After  fome  other  obfervations  and  feveral  repetitions  of  remark,  he  fpokeof 
the  tendency  of  the  meafure  to  an  augmentation  of  the  influence  of  the 
crown;  ceiifured  the  unconflitutional  life,  to  which  the  place  bill  had  been 
perverted  by  the  minifter  and  his  friends,  the  appeal  nominal,  to  which  they 
liad  reforted  agaiiifl  the  decifioii  of  parliament,  and  the  monflrous  propofal 
of  applying  the  public  money  to  the  purchafe  of  public  rights  from  private 
individuals,  and  finally  moved  for  a dereliction  of  the  proje6t. 

I.,ord  Caftlereagh  blamed  the  want  of  forefight  in  the  fpeaker,  who,  ivitli- 
out  reflefting  on  the  diflra6tions  and  evils  of  Ireland,  oppofed  the  idea  of  fet- 
tleinent,  and  would  leave  the  country  open  to  a renewal  of  diforder  and  mif- 
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chief,  to  a frefli  gradation  from  jealoufy  to  difcontent,  from  difcontent  to 
fa6tion,  from  fadlion  to  confpiracy,  from  confpiracy  to  rebellion. 

Mr.  William  Johnfon  indignantly  reprobated  the  infinuations  of  corrupt 
influence,  thrown  out  againft  thofe  who  favored  the  Union.  The  queftion 
had  been  forced  upon  them  by  the  prevailing  calamities ; and  he  had  exa- 
mined it  from  no  other  motive  or  impulfe  than  an  anxious  defire  of  meeting 
the  peculiar  evils  of  the  country,  which  he  viewed  under  three  afpefts,  con- 
ftitution,  internal  quiet,  and  commerce. 

After  feveral  fpeeches  of  lefs  moment,  ]\Ir.  William  Smith  in  reply  to  fome 
ftrl6lures  on  the  propofed  regulations  of  the  peerage  obferved,  that  the  altera- 
tions would  not  diminilh  the  real  dignity  of  the  peers,  or  injure  the  effence 
of  their  privileges,  and  would  materially  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  the  coun- 
try. Though  only  a part  would  be  admitted  to  a feat  in  the  imperial  Houfe 
of  Lords,  a great  number,  he  faid,  would  have  an  opportunity  of  conftitut- 
ing  a portion  of  the  affembly  of  the  commons,  and  would  thus  maintain  and 
ftrengthen  the  iuterefts  of  Ireland  in  the  united  legiflature.  The  minifter 
carried  the  queftion  by  a majority  of  46. 

When  Lord  Caftlereagh,  on  the  21  ft  of  February,  moved  for  the  aflent  of 
the  committee  to  the  fiifl  article  of  the  plan,  IMr.  O’Hara  deprecated  his  ob- 
ftinate  perfiftance  in  the  fatal  meafure.  His  lordfliip’s  avowal,  that  the  quef- 
tion refolved  itfelf  into  this,  whether  Ireland  were  to  be  a magazine  of  ftrength 
and  refources  to  Great  Britain,  or  of  wealth  for  the  grafp  of  France,  fuflici- 
ently  proved,  that  the  object  was  the  facrifice  of  one  country  to  the  necef- 
fities  of  the  other ; an  illiberal  principle,  which  the  Irilh  ought  to  refifl;  with 
indignant  warmth. 

Mr.  O’Donel,  Mr.  Tighe,  Lord  Corry,  Mr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby,  and  Mr.  J. 
C.  Beresford  were  againft  the  terms  as  well  as  the  principle. 

Mr.  Saurin  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  means  by  which 
the  minifter  had  procured  his  parliamentary  majority,  namely,  the  undue  ex- 
ercife  of  the  patronage  of  the  crown,  promifes  of  office  and  emolument,  the 
abufe  of  the  place  bill,  the  project  of  pecuniary  compenfation  for  what  was 
not  the  fair  or  legal  fubjedt  of.  pecuniary  eftimation,  and  the  encouragement 
of  indigent  adventurers  from  the  bar  and  the  Britifli  army.  If  the  nation 
fliould  view  the  majority  in  Inch  a light,  on  what  foundation  would  the  Union 
ftand  ? 

The  terms  he  confidered  as  refutations  of  the  pretended  excellence,  and 
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libels  on  the  principle  of  the  ineafure.  Identity  was  promifed  as  the  grand 
obje6l;  yet  every  thing  fpoke  diftinftnefs.  Another  feature  ftruck  him  in 
the  miniflerial  arrangement.  Tlie  general  parliament,  it  v-as  fuppofed,  would 
be  a paragon  of  purity  and  worth ; yet  the  minifter  acknowledged  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  trufted ; and  he  therefore  diackled  and  reftrained  its  omni- 
potence. Mr.  Saurin  conceived  the  meafure  fatal  to  the  interefts  of  Ireland, 
and  difclaimed  any  refponfibility  in  the  calamitous  confequences. 

The  Attorney  General  re-afferted  the  necelfity  of  an  Union,  which  was 
alfo  fupported  by  Mr.  Monck  Mafon  and  Mr.  Ormlby.  Mr.  Serjeant  Stanley 
on  the  fame  fide  panegyrifed  the  Britilh  minifter  for  boldly  ftriking  at  the 
root,  from  which  the  diforders  and  calamities  of  Ireland  had  fprung,  and 
bringing  forward  that  great  meafure  of  imperial  policy,  which  the  beft  friends 
of  this  country  had  long  anxioufly  defired  rather  than  confidently  expelled. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  adjournment,  which  being  re- 
je6led,  the  firft  day  of  the  following  January  was  fixed  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Union  of  the  kingdoms,  and  the  article  which  related  to  the  fet- 
tlement  of  the  crown  was  alfo  voted  by  the  committee. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  Mr.  Shaw  having  warmly  oppofed  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  fcheme,  a divifion  took  place,  when  there  appeared  56  for  the 
fpeaker’s  leaving  the  chair,  and  48  againft  it. 

Some  further  converfations,  in  which  nothing  new  occurred,  took  place, 
and  in  compliance  with  fome  of  the  petitions  againft  the'meafure,  feveral  gen- 
tlemen of  the  law  appeared  at  the  bar  to  oppofe  various  parts  of  the  com- 
mercial fcheme,  and  witneffes  were  brought  forward  to  give  evidence  againft 
it.  On  the  4th  of  March  j\Ir.  G.  Ponfonhy  alleging,  that  the  fovereign 
would  not  have  perfifted  in  recommending  the  prefent  meafure,  unlefs  he  had 
firmly  believed,  that  the  fentiments  of  the  public  on  the  fubjedl  had  under- 
gone a great  change,  urged  the  houfe  to  remove  fo  injurious  a delufion  by  an 
intimation  of  the  truth.  A knowledge  of  the  number  of  anti-union  peti- 
tions would,  he  faid,  correct  that  error;  and  he  therefore  propofed  an  addrefs, 
ftating,  that  in  conformity  with  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  people,  pe- 
titions againft  a Legiflative  Union  had  been  prefented  to  the  parliament  from 
twenty-fix  counties,  and  from  various  cities  and  towns. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  affirmed,  that  the  public  opinion  had  really  undergone 
a change  friendly  to  the  meafure,  and  that  feventy-four  declarations,  nine- 
teen of  which  were  of  thofe  counties,  had  been  prefented  in  its  favor.  Even 

if 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND, 


1041 


if  this  were  not  the  cafe,  he  would  oppofe  a motion,  which  derogated  from 
the  deliberative  power  of  parliament,  and  tended  to  encourage  a popular  in- 
terference pregnant  in  thefe  critical  times  with  danger  and  alarm. 

Mr.  Saurin  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  the  bar  maintained  the  confti- 
tutionality  of  fuch  appeals  to  the  people  ; and  the  Lords  Corry  and  Cole  and 
fome  others  fupported  the  queftion,  which  was  met  by  a motion  for  adjourn- 
ment. On  the  oppofite  fide  fpoke  Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Ormfby,  and  feveral  other  members ; between  feven  and  eight  in  the  morning 
thehoufe  divided  on  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  ayes  155,  noes  107. 

On  the  lOth  of  March,  the  fubject  of  parliamentary  reprefentation  was 
difeuffed,  and  carried  by  a majority  of  IQ. 

A converfation  then  arofe  on  the  topic  of  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  the 
patronage  of  boroughs.  Lord  Caftlereagh  perfifted  in  the  intention  of  pro- 
pofmg  a recompence,  though  Melfrs.  Plunket  and  Goold  inveighed  with  great 
warmth  againft  the  idea  of  rewarding  the  profligate  invaders  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and  expreffed  their  aftonifliment  at  the  fliamelefs  inconfiftency 
and  abfurdity  of  thofe,  who  could  affert  the  omnipotence  of  parliament,  when, 
the  members  had  once  been  chofen  by  the  people,  yet  avowed  that  the  majo- 
rity were  not  the  fair  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  but  merely  the  creatures 
of  borough  proprietors. 

To  difprove  the  affertiou  that  Cork  favored  the  Union,  Sir  John  Frekepre- 
fented  a petition  againft  it  from  eighteen  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
city ; but  General  Ilutchinfon  affirmed,  that  this  was  not  the  fenfe  of  the 
majority  of  the  traders  or  freemen  of  Cork.  Colonel  Longfield  and  j\Ir.  IMay 
concurred  in  that  declaration.  Sir  John  Parnell  again  recommended  a dif- 
folution  of  the  parliament,  that  the  opinions  of  the  people  might  be  more 
certainly  known;  but  ]Mr.  Corry  reprobated  that  appeal  as  unneceffiiry  and 
imprudent. 

The  difeuffion  was  renewed  on  the  13th  of  IMarch,  when  Sir  John  Parnell 
moved  in  form,  that  the  king  fliould  be  adcb'cfTed  to  convoke  a new  parlia- 
ment before  any  final  arrangement  of  Union  fliould  be  adopted.  Mr.  A. 
IMoore  feconded  this  propofal  as  wife  and  honeft;  and  Sir  Laurence  Parfons, 
though  fenfible  of  the  great  influence  of  the  crown  in  the  choice  of  members, 
declared  his  willingnefs  to  put  the  fate  of  the  queftion  on  the  eleftion  of  a 
new  parliament.  IMr.  Alexander  oppofed  the  motion ; but  IMajor  Ofboriic 
was  zealous  in  its  fupport,  as  was  alfo  Mr.  Saurin,  who  urged  the  expediency 
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of  attending  to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  and  maintained,  that  if  laws  fliould 
be  enacted  in  oppolition  to  the  public  will,  conftitutionally  exprelfed,  they 
would  not  be  obligatory,  and  the  right  of  refiftance  would  revert  to  the  peo- 
ple. The  folicitor  general  could  not  hear  fuch  do6trine  without  horror  ^ 
and  he  accufed  the  father  of  the  bar  of  unfurling  the  bloody  flag  of  rebel- 
lion ; but  Mr.  Egan  hinted,  that  the  miniftry  had  unfurled  the  flag  of  prof- 
titution  and  corruption.  Mr.  Saurin’s  opinions  were  llrongly  combated  by 
Dr.  Duigenan,  as  unconftitutional  and  mifchievous.  Mr.  Serjeant  Stanley, 
Lord  Caltlereagh,  Mr.  May,  and  Sir  John  Blaquiere  declaimed  againft  the 
propofal  of  appealing  to  the  public,  and  urged  the  houfe  to  ftigmatize  with 
decifive  eflfe6l  the  alarming  invitation  to  popular  refiftance.  Mr.  Grattan, 
on  the  other  hand,  vindicated  the  fentiments  of  the  barrifter,  and  recom- 
mended the  appeal,  not  as  a reference  to  the  mere  multitude,  but  to  the  con- 
ftituent  body.  On  a divifion  for  the  addrefs,  there  appeared  150  votes  againft 
the  motion,  and  only  104  for  it.  The  houfe  adjourned  at  four  o’clock  in 
the  morning. 

On  the  following  day,  the  prime  ferjeant  ftated  the  expediency  of  an 
identification  of  the  churches  as  well  as  of  the  parliaments  of  the  two  coun- 
tries; and  obferved,  that  whatever  indulgence  after  that  might  be  extended 
to  the  Catholics,  there  would  then  be  no  danger  of  the  fubverfion  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  church  of  Ireland.  This  article  was  quickly  voted,  and  that  which 
refpefted  the  exifting  laws  and  courts  of  both  countries  pafled  without  op- 
pofition. 

The  fixth  article,  which  had  been  poftponed  on  account  of  the  complexity 
of  the  fubjeft,  was  brought  forward  on  the  IQth  of  March  by  the  right  ho- 
norable Mr.  Beresford,  who  entered  very  ably  into  all  the  calculations,  efti- 
mates,  and  revolutions  upon  this  commercial  article,  which  without  any  op- 
pofition  received  the  aflent  of  the  committee. 

When  it  was  propofed  that  the  houfe  fliould  be  refumed  for  the  reception 
of  the  report,  Mr.  O’Hara  ftated  fome  obje6lions  to  the  afligned  rate  of  con- 
tribution for  Ireland,  which  he  deemed  too  high ; and  Mr.  Grattan  again 
expatiated  on  the  impolicy  and  injuftice  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Fofter  and  Lord  Caftlereagh  both  fpoke  with  great  animofity.  Mr. 
G.  Poiifonby,  Mr.  Saurin,  and  fome  others  warmly  oppofed  the  report  of  the 
refolutions,  but  it  was  carried  by  a fimilar  majority  as  the  former  queftions. 
When  the  report  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  on  the  21  ft.  Sir  Laurence  Par- 
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fons  then  expreffed  his  hope,  that  when  the  fcheme  fliould  appear  in  the 
form  of  a bill,  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  no  nobly  flood  forward  in  defence 
of  the  country  would  again  aflail  it  with  the  mofl  determined  energy.  Sir 
John  Freke  reprefented  the  terms  as  fo  difadvantageous,  that  they  had  not 
made  a convert  of  a lingle  member,  who  had  cenfured  the  principle  of  the 
meafure.  After  fome  defultory  converfation,  the  refolutions  received  the 
fan6lion  of  the  houfe. 

A meffage  was  then  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  importing  that  Ihe  com- 
mons had  agreed  to  the  articles*  of  the  Union  ; and  on  the  27th,  the  peers 
intimated  to  the  other  houfe,  that  they  had  adopted  them  with  fome  altera- 
tions and  additions.  Thefe  amendments  were  readily  approved  by  the  com- 
mons ; and  Lord  Caftlereagh  immediately  propofed  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  in  which  both  houfes  concurred.  In  this  addrefs  they  declared,  that 
they  cordially  embraced  the  principle  of  incorporating  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land into  one  kingdom,  by  a complete  and  entire  Union  of  their  legiflatures ; 
that  they  confidered  the  refolutions  of  the  Britiflr  parliament  as  wifely  calcu- 
lated to  form  the  balls  of  fuch  a fettlement ; that  by  thofe  propofitions  they 
had  been  guided  in  their  proceedings ; and  that  the  refolutions  now  offered 
were  thofe  articles  which,  if  approved  by  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great 
Britain,  they  were  ready  to  confirm  and  ratify,  in  order  that  the  fame  might 
beeftablifhed  for  ever  by  the  mutual  confent  of  both  parliaments. 

On  the  day  (the  22d  of  IMarch)  on  which  the  articles  were  carried  up  to 
the  lords.  Lord  Farnham  oppofed  the  fourth  article,  alleging,  that  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  Irilh  peerage  was  a mere  mockery  to  cover  the  folly  and  in- 
juftice  of  the  Union.  Lord  Chief  Baron  Yelv^erton  in  favor  of  the  Union 
entered  very  fully  into  the  fubjedl.  The  great  value,  he  faid,  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  1782,  which  he  had  affifted  in  forming,  was,  that  it  placed  the  Irifli 
on  a proud  footing  of  legiflative  independence,  and  enabled  them  to  fay 
upon  what  terms  they  were  willing  to  unite  ; whereas,  if  that  adjuftment  had 
not  occurred,  they  would  perhaps  before  this  time  have  yielded  to  an  union 
of  fubjeclion,  not  an  union  of  equality.  Their  independence  had  never  fince 
been  violated,  and  they  w'ere  not  now  delired  to  give  up  their  legiflative 
rights,  but  to  perpetuate  them  by  Union:  their  liberties  would  not  be  anni- 
hilated, but  'would  be  rendered  immortal,  by  being  placed  on  the  fame  broad 
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bafe  with  thofe  of  Great  Britain.  The  Hibernian  parliament  would  fo  far 
be  annihilated,  as  to  be  no  longer  a diftincl  legiflature,  and  fo  would  that  of 
Great  Britain  be  extinguiflied ; but  out  of  the  two  a third  would  arife,  nei- 
ther Britifli  nor  Irhli,  but  a compound  body,  more  competent  than  either  to 
promote  and  fecure  the  freedom,  the  profperity,  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
whole. 

If  an  idle  fondnefs  for  independence  had  prevailed  from  the  beginning,  no 
political  aflbciation  could  ever  have  been  framed,  and  mankind  muft  have 
remained  in  a Rate  of  nature.  But  prudence  and  policy  taught  two  or  more 
families  to  form  a fociety,  focieties  to  form  a nation,  and  fmall  nations  to  form 
a great  one,  by  facrificing  diftinft  independence  to  common  fecurity. 

His  lordfliip  combated  the  conclufion  drawn  againR  the  Union  from  the 
intcrpofition  of  the  fea  as  a phyfical  barrier  between  Ireland  and  Britain,  by 
alleging,  that  the  commercial  utility  of  the  fea  was  rather  an  argument  for 
an  Union.  He  then  aflerted  the  competence  of  the  two  parliaments  to  ena6l 
the  propofed  meafure,  faying,  that  union  was  only  a law  common  to  two  Rates, 
and  that  to  doubt  the  competency  of  two  legiflatures  to  frame  Rich  a law 
was  to  doubt  their  competency  to  anfwer  the  ends  of  their  inRitution. 

Then  the  queftion,  whether  twenty-eight  temporal  and  four  fpiritual  peers 
ihould  reprefent  Ireland  in  the  imperial  parliament,  was  carried  by  a majority 
of  thirty-four.  Two  amendments  were  propofed  by  the  Earl  of  Clare,  and 
adopted;  importing,  that  on  the  extinction  of  three  IriRi  peerages  one  might 
be  created,  till  the  number  Riould  be  reduced  to  100,  and  afterwards  one  for 
every  failure  ; and  that  the  qualifications  of  the  Irifli  for  the  imperial  parlia- 
ment ihould  be  the  fame  in  point  of  property  with  thofe  of  the  Britiili 
members. 

All  the  articles  having  been  confented  to  in  the  committee,  the  report  was 
ofiered  on  the  2Gth  of  March,  and  confirmed  by  the  houfe.  A mefllige  to 
the  commons  was  then  propofed,  when  the  Earl  of  Bellamont  renewed  his  op- 
pofition  to  the  general  meafure. 

The  Earl  of  Uefart  thought  the  propofitions  too  advantageous  to  Ireland 
to  jufiify  refufal.  Vifeount  Powerfeourt  confidered  them  in  an  oppofite 
light;  and  the  Duke  of  LeinRer  apprehended,  that  difunion  and  perpetual  fe- 
paration  would  be  the  ultimate  refult  of  the  projected  fcheme.  A motion  for 
delay  was  put  by  the  Anti-unionifts,  and  negatived  by  47  againR  18  votes. 
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The  original  motion  was  carried  by  72  againft  22.  The  plan  of  the  Union 
was  then  left  to  the  final  confideration  of  the  Britifii  legiilature. 

The  articles  of  Union  thus  palled  through  the  Irifli  parliament  as  they  had 
been  originally  framed  by  the  Britilh  miniftry,  having  received  no  other  al- 
terations in  their  progrefs  than  fuch  as  Avere  didated  by  the  court.  They 
were  now  brought  forward  as  terms  propofed  by  the  lords  and  commons  of 
Ireland  in  the  form  of  refolutions.  And  on  the  2d  day  of  April  1 800  the 
Duke  of  Portland  communicated  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a meflage  from  the 
king,  and  at  the  fame  time  prefented  to  them  as  documents  a copy  of  the 
Irilh  addrefs  with  the  refolutions.* 

Lord 

* As  thefe  refolutions  contain  merely  the  fubftance  of  the  articles,  they  are  not  given.  The  fol- 
lowing was  the  addrefs  of  the  Irilli  peers  and  commons  and  the  king’s  metfage  to  tire  Britifli  peers. 

GEORGE  R. 

IT  is  with  the  moft  fincere  fatlsfadlion  that  his  majefty  finds  himfelf  enabled  to 
communicate  to  this  houfe  the  joint  addrefs  of  his  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  laying  before  his 
majefty  certain  refolutions,  which  contain  tlie  terms  propofed  by  them  for  an  entire  Union  between 
the  two  kingdoms.  His  majefty  is  perfuaded  that  this  houfe  will  participate  in  the  pleafure,  with 
■which  his  majefty  obferves  the  conformity  of  fentiment  manifefted  in  the  proceedings  of  his  two 
parliaments,  after  long  and  careful  deliberation  on  this  moft  important  fubjeft  j and  he  earneftly 
recommends  to  this  houfe,  to  take  all  fuch  further  fteps  as  may  beft  tend  to  the  fpeedy  and  complete 
execution  of  a work  fo  happily  begun,  and  fo  interefting  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fubjefts,  and  to  the  general  ftrength  and  profperity  of  the  Britilh  empire. 

His  grace  then  prefented,  by  command  of  his  majefty,  the  documents  referred  to  in  his  majefty ’s 
melTage ; which  were  as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  King's  Moji  Excellent  Majejiy, 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  knights,  citizens,  and  burgefles,  in 
parliament  afl'embled. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty ’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  commons,  in  parliament  afl'embled,  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  majefty,  that  we  have  ta- 
ken into  our  moft  ferious  and  deliberate  conftderation  the  great  and  important  fubjedt  of  a legifla- 
tive  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  was  laid  before  us  in  his  excellency  the  lord 
lieutenant’s  melTage  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  on  the  5 th  day  of  February  laft,  accompanied  by 
the  refolutions  of  the  two  houfes  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  propoling  tliat  great  meafure, 
and  the  earneft  and  folemn  recommendation  of  your  majefty. 

Deeply  imprefled  with  the  neceflity  of  rendering  the  connection  of  Great  Britain  and  this  kingdom 
indilfoluble,  and  truly  fenlible  of  the  repeated  eftbrts,  which  have  been  made  by  foreign  and  do- 
meftic  enemies,  to  fliake  that  connedtion,  and  to  effedt  their  entire  feparation,  we  fully  approve  and 
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Lord  Grenville  then  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  that  the  documents 
Ihould  be  printed  and  their  lordlhips  fummoned  for  the  2lft:  on  which  day 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  recommended  to  the  peers  a longer  delay,  that  the  commons 
might  previoufly  reinveftigate  the  fubje6l;  but,  finding  that  Lord  Grenville 
only  intended  to  move  at  that  time  for  the  adoption  of  the  three  firfi;  refolu- 
tions,  he  was  fatisfied  with  the  poftponement  of  the  reft. 

Lord  Holland  affirmed,  that,  fince  the  queftion  had  been  laft  difcufled,  no- 
tliing  had  occurred  to  induce  him  to  approve  the  meafure.  Some  of  the 
arguments  ufed  by  its  advocates  appeared  to  him  to  be  drawn  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  Meffieurs  Robefpierre  and  Barr^re,  who  had  contended  for  an  empire 
one  and  indivifible,  in  preference  to  the  union  of  its  parts  by  foederalifm.  It 
Avould  not  operate  as  a . remedy  for  the  difcontent  of  the  various  defcriptions 
of  the  Hibernian  community.  It  would  not  enfure  a redrefs  of  grievances, 
but  would  increafe  that  influence,  which  was  already  the  objedt  of  general 
complaint.  It  was  evidently  oftenfive  to  the  great  body  of  the  Irifli;  and,  if 
it  fliould  be  carried  into  effedl  againft  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  it  would  en- 
danger the  connexion  between  the  countries,  and  might  produce  irreparable 
mifchief.  He  fliould  oppofe  the  motion  for  a committee. 

Lord  Grenville  thought  it  unneceflary  to  debate  the  principles  of  an  Union, 

cordially  embrace  the  principle  of  incorporating  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  into  one  kingdom  under 
your  majefty’s  aufpicious  government,  by  a complete  and  entire  Union  of  their  legiflatures. 

We  do  confider  the  refolutions  of  the  two  houfes  of  the  Britith  parliament  as  wifely  calculated  to 
form  the  bafis  of  fuch  a fettlement,  we  have  adopted  them  as  our  guide,  in  tlie  meafures  we  have 
purfued,  and  we  now  feel  it  our  duty  to  lay  before  your  majefty  the  refolutions  to  which  we  have 
agreed ; which  refolutions  we  humbly  fubmit  to  your  majefty  may  form  the  articles  of  Union  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  which,  if  they  fhall  be  approved  by  the  two  houfes  of  the  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  we  are  ready  to  confirm  and  ratify,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  eftab- 
lifhed  for  ever  by  the  mutual  confent  of  both  parliaments. 

We  doubt  not  that  your  majefty,  and  your  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  will  confider  thefe  refolu- 
tions as  the  moft  unequivocal  teftimony  of  our  zealous  loyalty  to  your  majefty’s  facred  perfon,  fa- 
mily, and  government,  and  as  an  unalterable  pledge  of  our  attachment  to  the  Britifti  empire:  we  of- 
fer them  in  the  full  convidtion,  that,  by  incorporating  the  legiflatures,  and  by  confolidating  tlie  re- 
fources  of  the  two  kingdoms,  we  fhall  cncreafe  the  power  and  liability  of  that  empire,  and  that,  by 
uniting  ourfelves  with  your  majefty’s  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain  under  one  parliament,  and  under  one 
government,  we  fhall  moft  efleftually  provide  for  the  improvement  of  our  commerce,  the  fecurity 
of  our  religion,  and  the  prefervation  of  our  liberties. 

John  Gyer,  D.  C.  P. 

G.  F.  Hill,  C.  D.  C.” 
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as  no  queftion,  in  the  courfe  of  his  parliamentary  experience,  had  ever  been 
more  amply  or  ably  difcufled.  In  reply  to  fome  of  the  arguments  of  the  no- 
ble lord,  he  faid,  he  was  convinced,  that  the  meafure  would  extinguifli  ra- 
ther than  produce  evil.  He  did  not  think  that  Britilh  influence  would  impro- 
perly or  injurioufly  predominate.  The  Irilh  would  enjoy  a fair  proportion  of 
legillative  power;  and  their  interefts  would  be  as  much  regarded  as  thofe  of 
their  Britilh  neighbours.  That  the  Englifli  conftitution  would  be  endangered 
by  the  introdudlion  of  Irifli  members,  there  was  no  reafon  to  apprehend ; for 
the  mode  of  elefting  the  reprefentatives  of  the  commons  would  not  lead  them 
into  fubferviency  to  the  crown;  and  the  peers,  retaining  their  feats  fordife, 
w'oiild  be  as  independent  as  any  of  the  Englilh  nobility. 

On  a diviflon,  only  three  peers  (the  Earl  of  Derby  and  the  Lords  Holland 
and  King)  voted  againft,  and  82  fupported  the  motion  for  going  into  a com- 
mittee. The  three  firft  articles  were  then  propofed  in  the  committee,  and  re- 
ceived the  aflent  of  the  peers. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  fame  day,  2 ill  of  April,  Mi\  Chancellor 
Pitt  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a com- 
mittee to  confider  of  his  majefty’s  moft  gracious  meflage  relative  to  the  pro- 
pofitions  of  the  Irilh  parliament  for  an  incorporating  Union  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

Previous  to  the  fpeaker’s  leaving  the  chair,  he  alfo  moved,  that  the  refolu-- 
tions  of  both  boufes  of  parliament  agreed  to  lall  feflions,  relating  to  the 
Union  with  Ireland,  with  the  addrefs  thereon  to  his  majefty,  be  referred  to 
the  faid  committee. 

Mr.  Jones  rofe;  but  the  fpeaker  informed  him,  that  if  he  had  any  objec- 
tions to  urge,  the  proper  ftage  would  be  upon  the  queftion  for  going  into  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor 'Pitt  exprefled  his  regret  at  obferving  a difpofition  on  the 
part  of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  oppofe  the  fpeaker’s  leaving  the  chair. 
He  wilhed  that  honorable  gentleman,  and  the  houfe  in  general,  to  recolle6l 
that  the  prefent  queftion  was,  whether  it  were  proper  to  proceed  to  the  con-  - 
fideration  of  a meflage  of  his  majefly,  recommending  a meafure  which  had « 
been  the  refult  of  an  addrefs  of  the  houfe?  He  moved  “ that  the  fpeaker  do  > 
“ leave  the  chair.  ” 

Mr.  Jones  faid,  that,  "inafmuch  as  he  confidered  the  meafure,  it  went  in  its  - 
operation  to  annihilate  the  parliament  and  reprefentation  of  Ireland,  and  to 
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eradicate  and  tear  up  root  and  branch  the  Britidi  conftitution,  lie  felt  himfelf 
hounden  to  give  it  every  oppofition  in  his  power.  After  the  firm,  determined, 
and  manly  manner,  in  whieli  Ireland  had  revolted  at  the  proje6ted  flavery 
liolden  out  by  the  prefent  meafure,  he  fiiould  have  thought  it  confident  with 
the  prudence,  diferetion,  and  moderation  of  his  majefty’s  minifters  to  have 
abandoned  it  till  afeafon  -when  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Ireland  were  lefs 
inimical  to  it.  But  his  majefty's  minifters,  he  was  forry  to  obferve,  were 
refolved  to  effe6t  their  purpofe.  To  attain  which,  they  firft  applied  to  the  vir- 
tues of  the  people  of  Ireland,  recommending  the  meafure  as  one  calculated 
to  infure  the  profperity  of  their  country.  Their  virtues  determined  them  to 
rejeft  propofitions  fo  adverfe  to  their  liberties.  He  feared  that  a different 
mode  had  fmee  been  adopted;  that  an  appeal  had  been  made  to  their  vices; 
that  corruption  had  been  reforted  to,  and  no  means  had  been  left  untried 
by  his  majefty’s  minifters  to  accomplifli  their  object.  Their  motto  had  been 
“ Fleet  ere  fi  nequeo  fuperos  Acheronta  moveboF 

He  referred  them  to  one  of  the  fpeeches  of  i\Ir.  Fofter  expreffive  of  his  dif- 
approbation  of  the  condu6l  of  his  majefty’s  minifters,  in  not  being  induced  by 
the  general  indignation  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  abandon  their  intention  of 
carrying  the  Union  into  effedt.* 

He  called  upon  the  country  gentlemen  in  particular  to  exert  themfelves 
upon  the  prefent  momentous  occafion.  “ Sir,”  faid  he,  “ I fhall  give  as  de- 
cided a vote  againft  your  leaving  the  chair  as  ever  proceeded  from  the  mouth 
of  man.” 

* ” But  if  I diflike  the  ^vhole  of  the  meafure  for  its  mifehief  and  imperfections,  I reprobate  ftill 
more  the  means  propofed  for  effeding  it.  When  the  noble  lord  mentioned  compenfation  for  the 
boroughs,  he  faw  the  feelings  of  the  houfe ; and  I was  happy  to  obferve  that  in  his  printed  fpeech 
(which  he  has  mentioned)  it  was  omitted.  I thought  the  indignation  which  appeared  had  induced 
him  to  abandon  itj  but  I now  find  from  his  right  honorable  friend,  that  it  is  not  given  up.  Were 
I fpeaking  in  another  parliament,  I fhould  impute  the  hardinefs  which  mentioned  fuch  abafe  and 
Immiliating  bribe,  to  a previous  knowledge  that  it  had  received  the  approbation  of  many  members. 
What  is  the  plain  language  of  it  ? I am  to  propofe  a meafure  by  which  two  hundred  of  you  are  to 
lofe  your  feats ; many  of  you  have  bought  them;  and  others  claim  a right  to  them;  you  fliall  not 
fuffer;  the  public  fhall  pay  you  for  felling  yourfelves  and  your  conftituents;  and  the  price  you  re- 
ceive fhall  become  the  purchafe  money  for  your  felling  your  country  afterwards.  It  is  a moft  mon- 
ftrous  unconftitutional  offer.  Do  you  publicly  avow  that  borough  reprefen tation  is  a private  pro- 
perty, and  do  you  confirm  that  avowal  by  the  government  becoming  the  purchafers  ?” 
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The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a com- 
mittee, Mr.  Sylvefter  Douglas  in  the  chair. 

As  foon  as  a committee  was  formed,  IMr.  Pitt  affuraing  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  to  be  determinately  favorable  to  the  principle  of  Union  entered  upon  the 
difculfion  of  the  particular  mode  of  carrying  it  into  effe6t.  As  to  the  propri- 
ety of  allowing  one  hundred  members  to  lit  for  Ireland  in  the  imperial  Houfe  of 
Commons,  he  was  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  a precife  ground,  upon 
which  a juft  eltimate  of  that  point  might  be  formed ; but  he  was  the  lefs  anxious 
about  it,  as  the  particular  number  was  not  very  important.  If  there  fliould  be 
afufficientnumberof  reprefentatives  to  make  known  the  local  wants,  ftate  the 
interefts,  and  convey  the  fentiments,  of  that  part  of  the  empire,  the  impar- 
tiality and  colle6live  wifdom  of  the  united  parliament  would  enfure  a due  at- 
tention to  the  general  fecurity  and  welfare.  Population  alone  would  not 
form  a good  criterion',  but,  if  it  Ihould  be  combined  with  the  idea  of  the 
proportional  contributions  of  the  two  countries  to  the  public  exigencies, -the 
refult  might  be  fairly  applied  to  the  prefent  occafion.  It  would  allow  more 
than  five  for  Great  Britain  to  one  for  Ireland  ; and  thus  100  members  might 
be  deemed  a fatisfadory  number  for  the  latter  country.  The  mode  of  felec- 
tion  was  the  next  point  of  confideration.  It  was  not  his  wilh  to  augment  by 
this  arrangement  the  influence  of  the  crown:  the  feledion  adopted  by  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  might  rather  be  thought  favorable  to  the  popular  inte- 
reft.  The  members  for  counties  and  the  principal  cities  would  be  lixty-eight; 
the  reft  would  be  deputed  by  towns  the  moft  confiderable  in  population  and 
wealth.  Thus  the  choice  would  provide  both  for  the  fecurity  of  the  landed 
intereft  and  for  the  convenience  of  local  information;  and,  as  the  propofed 
addition  would  not  be  accompanied  with  any  change  in  the  internal  form  of 
Britifli  reprefentation,  it  would  not  alarm  the  enemies  of  innovation.  What- 
ever were  the  opinions  which  he  formerly  entertained  on  thefubjed  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  he  was  not  afliamed  to  acknowledge  that  he  now  thought  it 
imprudent  and  hazardous  to  make  any  attempt  of  that  kind.  When  he  re- 
fleded,  that  the  fpirit  of  reform  had  led  to  mifehievous  changes  and  danger- 
ous fubverfions,  he  dreaded  the  etfeds  of  political  experiment.  When  he 
confidered  alfo,  that,  amidft  the  late  fiery  trials,  the  conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try had  remained  pure,  untouched  in  its  vital  principles;  that  it  had  fupported 
itfelf  againft  open  attacks  as  well  as  againft  infidious  machinations ; that  it 
had  difappointed  the  hopes  of  France,  and  baffled  the  efforts  of  Jacobinifm; 
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and  that,  during  the  whole  conteft,  it  had  retained  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion; he  fiiould  deferve  the  ftrongeft  cenfure,  Ihould  he  attempt,  in  the  vain 
liope  of  improvement,  to  difturb  afyflem,  which  had  been  fountl  fufficient,  in 
the  mofi;  perilous  of  times,  to  proteft  the  general  intereft  and  to  maintain  the 
public  fecurity  and  happinefs. 

As  it  might  be  wilhed  that  very  few  of  the  members  thus  fentfrom  Ireland 
fiiould  hold  places  under  the  crown,  he  propofed  that  the  number,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  fiiould  be  limited  to  twenty,  and  that  the  imperial  parliament  fiiould  af- 
terwards regulate  this  point  as  circumftances  might  fuggeft. 

The  number  of  peers,  who  fiiould  reprefent  the  whole  body  of  the  Irifii 
nobility,  might,  he  faid,  be  properly  fixed  at  thirty-two.  Four  would  fuffice 
to  inform  the  parliament  of  the  Rate  of  the  chinch  ; and  the  reft  would  form 
a fair  proportion,  confidered  with  reference  to  the  cafe  of  Scotland  and  to  the 
number  of  delegates  from  the  commons  of  Ireland,  The  election  of  the  tem- 
poral peers  for  life  he  recommended  as  a mode  more  conformable  to  the  ge- 
neral fpirit  of  the  eftablifiiment  of  nobles,  than  that  which  was  fettled  at  the 
Scotilh  union.  The  right  referved  for  Irifii  peers  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons as  reprefentatives  of  the  counties  or  towns  of  Great  Britain,  he  was 
likewife  difpofed  to  approve,  as,  without  violating  the  confiitution,  it  w'ould 
furnifli  them  with  opportunities  of  acquiring  political  and  legiflative  expe- 
rience, which  certainly  would  not  render  them  lefs  qualified  for  ferving  their 
country  in  a higher  parliamentary  affembly.  The  permilfion  of  creating  new 
peers  of  Ireland  he  alfo  juftified;  for,  though  in  Scotland  the  peerage  might 
maintain  itfelf  for  a very  long  courfe  of  time  M'ithout  any  acceffion,  from  the 
great  extent  of  inheritance  allowed  by  the  generality  of  the  patents,  there 
was  a rifque  of  fuch  a diminution  of  the  number  of  Hibernian  peers,  from  the 
limitation  of  the  right  of  fucceffion,  as  might  at  no  very  diftant  period  render 
the  eledlion  individual. 

In  the  article  refpefting  the  church,  he  noticed  the  claufe  introduced  by 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  providing  for  the  prefence  of  the  clergy  of  that 
country  at  convocations  which  might  be  holden  in  this  ifiand.  This  he  pro- 
nounced a reafonable  addition  ; and  the  propriety  of  leaving  to  the  imperial 
legiflature  the  difcufiion  of  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  would  at  the  fame 
time  be  generally  allowed. 

The  next  article,  he  faid,  would  grant  a general  freedom  of  trade,  with 
only  fuch  exceptions  as  might  fecure  vefted  capital,  and  prevent  a great  fiiock 
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to  any  particular  manufacture,  or  to  popular  prejudice.  It  was  ftipulated 
that  almoft  all  prohibitions  Ihould  be  repealed,  and  that  only  protecting  du- 
ties to  a fmall  amount  thould  be  impofed  on  fome  few  articles.  If  the  Bri- 
tith  manufadturers  fliould  fuftain  partial  lofs  in  confequence  of  any  of  the 
new  regulations,  their  liberality  would  induce  them  to  confider  it  as  compen- 
fated  by  general  advantage. 

Ills  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  intended  regulations  of  finance  between 
the  countries,  were  fimilai  to  thofe  of  Lord  Caftlereagh:  he  concluded  his 
fpeech  in  the  following  words:  “ The  ample  difculfion,  which  every  part  of 
“ this  fubjedt  has  met  with,  (fo  ample  that  nothing  like  its  deliberation  was 
“ ever  known  before  in*  any  legiflature)  has  filenced  clamor,  has  rooted  out 
“ prejudice,  has  over-ruled  objedtions,  has  anfwered  all  arguments,  has  refuted 
“ all  cavils,  and  caufed  the  plan  to  be  entirely  efteemed.  Both  branches  of 
“ the  legiflature,  after  long  difcuflion,  mature  deliberation,  and  laborious 
‘‘  enquiry,  have  exprefled  themfelves  clearly  and  decidedly  in  its  favor. 
“ The  opinion  of  the  people,  who,  from  their  means  of  information,  were 
“ moft  likely,  becaufe  heft  enabled  to  form  a corredl  judgment,  is  decidedly 
“ in  its  favor.  Let  me  not  fay,  for  I do  not  intend  it,  that  there  were  among 
“ the  intelligent  part  of  the  public,  none  who  Avere  againft  the  meafure ; I 
“ know  there  were;  and  I knoAV  too,  that  in  a queftion  involving  fo  manv 
“ interefts,  the  fame  thing  Avill,  to  different  individuals,  appear  in  different 
“ points  of  view:  hence  arifes  a diverfity  of  opinion.  That  has  been  the 
“ cafe  in  almoft  every  thing  that  ever  Avas  argued,  and  muft  be  fo  in  every 
“ thing  that  is  contefted;  but  after  all,  it  is  clear  that  the  parliament  AA'as  in 
afituation,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  Acas  in  a fituation  to  judge  of  this 
“ meafure:  it  Avas  not  becaufe  the  meafure  Avas  not  vigoroufly  oppofed;  the 
“ friends  of  the  meafure  have  had  to  ftand  againft  the  threats  of  popular  vi- 
olence,  againft  the  enemies  of  the  government  under  the  lead  of  Proteftants, 
“ againft  the  violent  and  inflamed  fpirit  and  fierce  attack  of  the  Irifli  Catho- 
“ lies,  and  againft  the  aggregate  of  all  evils,  the  fpirit  of  all  mifehief,  the  im- 
“ placable  oppofition  and  determined  hoftility  of  furious  Jacobinifm ; they 
“ had  to  meet  the  inflamed  pafiions  of  difappointed  ambition,  Achich,  under 
“ the  name  and  pretext  of  fuperior  patriotifm,  under  color  of  jealoufy  for 
others  freedom,  under  affedfed  tendernefs  for  landed  intereft,  affedfed  care 
“ for  commercial  Avelfare,  Acould  reduce  the  ftate  to  ruin,  becaufe  they  were 
“ not  its  rulers.  Notwithftanding  all  this  oppofition,  the  parties  engaged  in 
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“ it  have  not  been  able  to  prove  any  thing,  but  that  their  own  fury  was  un- 
“ governable,  their  predidions  chimerical,  and  their  hopes  delufive.  The 
“ friends  of  the  meafure  have  had  to  (land  againft  the  principles  which  fo- 
“ mented  and  unhappily  inflamed  the  late  Irilh  rebellion ; they  had  to  con- 
“ tend  againft  the  adive  but  mifchievous  efforts  of  the  friends  and  champions 
“ of  Jacobin ifm,  to  whom  it  was  enough  to  make  them  hate  the  Union,  that 
“ it  had  a tendency  to  preferve  order,  becaufe  any  thing  like  order  was  an 
“ extindion  of  their  hopes.  We  have  feen,  that  the  wifdom  of  parliament 
“ and  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Ireland  have  prevailed  over  this  mighty 
“ hoft  of  foes  ; we  have  feen  the  friends  who  fupported,  and  the  enemies  who 
“ oppofed  this  great  national  objed;  and  are  enabled,  by  all  that  has  hap- 
“ pened,  to  judge  pretty  accurately  of  the  fentiments  of  both,  with  their 
“ tendency  or  effect  on  the  fate  of  the  Britilh  empire.  It  is  under  that  con- 
“ fidence  that  I do  what  I am  now  doing,  and  will  continue  to  do  whatever 
“ may  depend  on  me,  to  fubmit  to  the  committee  all  necelfary  meafures  to 
“ carry  this  great  and  important  Mmrk  to  its  full,  and,  I truft,  fpeedy  accom 
“ plifhment.” 

Mr.  Grey  was  not  difpofed  to  analyfe  the  articles,  as  he  had  infuperable  ob- 
jections to  the  principle  of  the  meafure,  to  the  time  in  which  it  was  brought 
forward,  and  to  the  means  ufed  for  its  accomplifliment.  The  aflent  of  the 
people  was  requifite  to  give  it  full  fandion  and  complete  effect  It  was  faid, 
that  the  public  voice  was  in  its  favor,  after  a fair  appeal  to  the  imbialfed  fenfe 
of  the  nation.  Nineteen  counties  were  faid  to  have  fignified  a Avilh  for  its 
adoption;  and  he  believed  that  addrefles  had  really  been  prefented  from  that 
number  of  fliires:  but  by  whom  they  were  figned  he  did  not  exadly  know, 
though  it  had  been  underftood  they  were  procured  at  meetings  not  regularly 
convened,  and  promoted  by  the  perfonal  exertions  of  a governor,  who  to  the 
powerful  influence  of  the  crown  added  the  terrors  of  martial  law.  To  fpeak 
of  the  uncontrolled  opinion  of  the  community,  in  fuch  a cafe,  reminded  him 
of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham’s  account  to  Richard  III.  of  the  manner,  in  which 
the  citizens  of  London  had  agreed  to  his  claim  of  the  crown.*  Againft  the 

Union 


* Some  followers  of  mine  own 

At  loweft  end  o’  the  hall  hurl’d  up  tlieir  caps. 

And  fome  ten  voices  cried,  God  fave  King  Richard. 
And  thus  I took  the  ’vantage  of  thofe  few- — 


Thanks, 
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Union  the  petitions  were  very  numerous;  and  they  were  more  honorably  vo- 
ted, and  more  refpeftable  from  the  fignatures,  than  the  minifterial  addreffes. 
They  were  the  produce  of  twenty-feven  counties;  and  the  chief  towns  of  the 
kingdom  had  furniflied  many  of  the  number.  From  a comparifon  of  thefe 
with  the  addrelfes,  and  an  unprejudiced  obfervation  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in 
Ireland,  it  might  be  fairly  concluded,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  nation 
difapproved  the  fcheme.  The  parliamentary  majority,  of  which  the  courtiers 
boafted,  would  not  have  been  obtained,  if  placemen  had  been  debarred  from 
voting,  and  if  all  undue  influence,  abufe  of  authority,  and  the  fupply  of 
forced  vacancies  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  dependent  voters,  had  been 
avoided.* 

Mr.  Grey  fpoke  very  largely  as  to  the  Union  with  Scotland.  The  oppofi- 
tion  of  the  Scots,  perhaps,  equalled  in  violence  that  of  the  Irifli ; and  this 
feemed  to  be  the  only  point  of  refemblance.  There  Avas  no  phyfical  impedi- 
ment to  the  northern  Union.  The  tAv^o  countries  Avere  fo  fituated  as  to  re- 
quire only  one  executive  adminiftration;  and  a complete  identification  Avas 
alfo  pradficable  in  financial  arrangements.  But  fuch  an  identity  of  regula- 

Tlianks,  gentle  citizens  and  friends,  quoth  I: 

This  general  applaufe  and  cheerful  Ihoutj 

Argues  your  wifdom  and  your  love  to  Richard. 

* Mr,  Grey  here  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  fpeak  difrefpedfully  of  the  Irilh  parliament.  But  the 
faiRs  were  notorious.  1 1 Par/.  Reg.  p.  282.  “ There  are  SOO  members  in  all,  and  120  of  thefe 

ftrenuoully  oppofed  the  meafure,  among  whom  were  tw'o-thirds  of  the  county  members,  tire 
" reprefentatives  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  of  almoft  all  the  towns  which  it  is  propofed  lhall  fend 
" members  to  the  imperial  parliament.  162  voted  in  favor  of  the  Union  j of  thofe  116  were 
placemen,  fome  of  them  w'ere  Englilh  generals  on  the  Raff,  without  one  foot  of  ground  in  Ire- 
“ land,  and  completely  dependent  upon  government.  Is  there  any  ground  then  to  prefume,  that 
“ even  the  parliament  of  Ireland  thinks  as  the  right  honorable  gentleman  fuppofes ; or  that,  adting 
” only  from  a regard  to  the  good  of  their  country,  the  members  would  not  have  reprobated  the 
meafure  as  ftrongly  and  unanimoully  as  the  reft  of  the  people?  But  this  is  not  all?  let  us  refledl 
upon  the  arts  which  have  been  ufed  fince  the  laft  feflion  of  the  Irilh  parliament  to  pack  a ma- 
" jority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  All  holding  offices  under  government,  even  the  moft  intimate 
“ friends  of  the  minifter,  who  had  uniformly  fupported  his  adminiftration  till  the  prefent  occafion, 
“ if  they  hefitated  to  vote  as  diredted,  were  dilmifled  from  office,  and  ftripped  of  all  their  employ- 
“ ments.  Even  this  ftep  w’as  found  ineffedtual,  and  other  arts  were  had  recourfe  to,  which, 
" though  I cannot  name  in  this  place,  all  will  eafily  conjedture.  A bill  for  prefer\  ing  the  purity 
“ of  parliament  was  likewife  abufed,  and  no  lefs  than  fixty-three  feats  were  vacated  by  their  holders 
“ having  received  nominal  offices.  I w'ill  not  prefs  this  fubjedt  farther  upon  the  attention  of  the 
committee.  I defy  any  man  to  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart  and  fay,  that  he  believes  the  parlia- 
“ ment  of  Ireland  Avas  fincerely  in  favor  of  the  meafure.” 
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tion  could  not  take  place  between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain,  There  muft  ftill 
be  a feparate  government  and  a diftinft  treafury ; and  there  could  be  no  fe- 
curity  for  the  forbearance  of  oppreffion  with  regard  to  Ireland,  as  die  would 
be  at  the  mercy  of  Britain,  Avhofe  attention  to  her  own  intereft  might  fome- 
times  prompt  her  to  make  an  ill  ufe  of  her  power. 

The  parliaments  of  Scotland  and  England  were  at  open  variance.  The 
former  prohibited  the  importation  of  Englilli  commodities,  and  enacted,  that 
the  crown  ihould  not  defeend  to  the  fame  perfon,  who  diould  occupy  the 
Euglifli  throne,  unlefs  various  demands  Ihould  be  granted.  The  latter  or- 
dained, that  the  Scots  fliould  be  treated  as  aliens,  and  that  all  trade  Avith  them 
diould  be  fufpended.  Preparations  were  even  made  for  hoftility ; but  the  Eng- 
lilh  miniftry,  unAv  illing  to  proceed  to  fanguinarj  extremities,  propofed  to  the 
Soots  an  incorporative  Union.  The  means  ufed  to  promote  the  acceptance  of 
' this  offer  were  not  ftriHly  juftifiable  ; but  acquiefcence  was  at  length  obtained. 
It  excited  tlie  indignation  of  every  honeft  man  to  obferve,  that  under  very  dif- 
ferent circumftauces  more  unjuftifiable  arts  had  been  ufed  to  accomplifli  this 
meafure  altogether  unnecdkiry.  Had  Ireland  checked  or  prohibited  Britifli 
trade,  or  had  flie  refilled  to  adopt  the  fame  rules  of  regal  fucceffion  ? On  the 
contrary,  did  there  not  exift  between  the  countries  an  amity,  Avhich  nothing 
but  the  folly  of  minifters  could  diminifli  or  derange,  an  affedion,  which  no- 
thing but  their  violence  could  deftroy. 

It  was  affirmed,  that  the  L’nion  had  been  productive  of  extraordinary  be- 
nefit to  Scotland;  but  it  Avas  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  North  Britain  would 
liave  made  equal  progrefs  in  profperity  Avithout  the  aid  of  an  incorporation 
Avith  England  and  Wales.  The  Union  Avas  fo  far  from  promoting  its  im- 
provement in  point  of  trade  and  induftry,  that  the  linen  manufacture  declin- 
ed after  that  event.  Indeed,  little  advance  Avas  made  before  the  rebellion  of 
the  A’ear  17'15.  The  abolition  of  the  licritableJurifdiHions  was  the  firft  mea- 
fure, that  ga\'e  a ftrong  impulfe  to  the  fpirit  of  manufadfuring  exertion  and 
commercial  enterprife  in  Scotland,  From  that  time  the  profperity  of  the 
country  had  increafed,  but  not  in  fo  great  a degree,  as  that  of  Ireland  during 
the  fame  period. 

That  the  Union  foon  became  popular  among  the  Scots,  had  been  afferted 
in  a former  debate.  The  alleged  inflance  Avas  draAin  from  the  year  1715, 
Avhen  the  pretender  found  it  expedient  to  fupprefs  that  part  of  his  manifefto 
in  Avhich  he  had  promifed  to  re-eftablifli  the  Scotifli  parliament.  This  Avas 
I affirmed 
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affirmed  on  the  authority  of  a nianufcript  left  by  Sir  John  Clerk;  but  it 
ought  to  be  confidered,  that  it  was  unrupported  by  other  teftimony,  and  that 
Sir  John  was  conne6ted  by  marriage  with  the  Duke  of  Queenlhury,  the  chief 
of  tlie  Scotiih  Unionilts  ; it  was  therefore  no  more  furprifmg,  that  fuch  a man 
diould  reprcfent  the  meafure  as  popular,  than  that  Lord  Caldereagh  or  fome 
of  his  friends  and  relatives  lliould  fpeak  of  the  new  project  or  Cnion  as  be^ 
ing  fupported  by  the  general  voice  of  Ireland, 

That  the  Union  w^as  not  popular  in  Scotland,  appeared  from  a feries  of  the 
moft  indifputable  fa6ts,  as  w ell  as  the  moft  unqueftionable  documents.  In 
the  year  1713,  a motion  w'as  made  by  the  Earl  of.Findlater  to  diffolve  the 
Union,  and  that  motion  was  fupported  by  the  big  party,  by  Lord  Sunder- 
land and  feveral  others,  who  had  been  commiffioners  in  adjufting  the  tranfac^ 
tion.  Upon  that  occafion  there  Avas  an  equality  of  votes,  there  being  fifty- 
four  on  each  fide;  and  it  was  decided  in  favor  of  an  Union,  only  by  a majo- 
rity of  four  upon  the  proxies.  There  Avere  feveral  proofs  extant  from  letters 
Avritten  by  friends  to  the  meafure,  and  decided  foes  to  jacobitifm,  that  the 
Union  Avas  very  unpopular  in  Scotland.  In  1715,  Avhen  the  Earl  of  Mar  took 
the  field  in  the  caufe  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  he  announced  the  defign  to  re- 
ftore  the  old  conftitution  of  Scotland,  and  a declaration  Avas  a fcAv  days  after 
iffued  by  a number  of  the  principal  perfons  on  the  fame  fide,  in  Avhich  the 
Union  was  particularly  reprobated  as  a grievance.  Thus  it  Avas  clear,  that 
the  friends  of  the  Pretender  coniidered  Lhiion  unpopular,  and  thought  that  it 
Avould  be  favorable  to  their  caufe  to  encourage  the  hope  of  its  repeal.  The 
Pretender  himfelf,  on  his  landing,  iffued  a proclamation  in  the  fame  fpirit  to 
conciliate  the  fupport  of  the  people,  who  vicAved  theU^nionas  the  extinftion 
of  their  national  independence,  and  the  introduction  of  a foreign  yoke. 

PVom  the  Avhole  hiftory  of  thefe  periods,  it  Avas  evident  that  the  effeft  of 
the  LTnion  had  been  unfavorable  to  the  repofe  and  tranquillity  of  the  Rate. 
It  Avas  an  additional  fubjeft  of  difeontent  to  a people  already  labouring  un- 
der many  difadvantages  of  internal  government  and  regulation,  and  till  the  ’ 
real  caufe  of  the  evil  Avas  removed,  till  the  grievances  AV’ere  remedied,  no  pro- 
grefs  Avas  made  tOAvards  eftahlilhment  of  tranquillity,  and  to  the  advancement 
of  commerce  and  manufaefures. 

A Avife  and  conciliatory  fyftem,  he  faid,  Avould  tend  more  effectually  to 
allay  the  diftraefions  of  the  country,  and  diffipate  the  dangers,  Avith  Avhich  it 
was  threatened  from  foreign  or  domeftic  enemies,  than  any  attempt  to  incor- 
porate 
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porate  its  legiflature  with  that  of  Great  Britain.  The  Catholics,  of  whofe 
pietenfions  fo  much  had  been  faid,  might  in  his  opinion  be  relieved  from  all 
remaining  difabilities  by  a feparate  parliament,  without  the  rifque  of  the  pre- 
valence of  their  party. 

If  this  projefted  Union  thould  fucceed,  it  would  place  at  the'  difpofal  of 
the  crown  a number  of  abje6t  inftruments  that  might  be  employed  againft  the 
privileges  of  their  fellow-fubje6ts.  “ I rejoice,”  faid  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham, 
“ that  the  Americans  have  refilled ; for  three  millions  of  haves  in  America 
“ would  have  been  fit  tools  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  Britain.”  For  the 
fame  reafon  he  rejoiced,  that  the  Irilh  had  ihewn  a firm  determination  to 
preferve  their  conftitutional  rights  and  liberties  ; and  he  trufted,  that  minifters 
would  not  be  able  by  undue  means  to  triumph  over  their  fpirited  oppofition. 
He  then  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  praying  him  to  dire6t  his  minifiers  to 
fufpend  all  proceedings  on  the  Union,  till  the  fentiments  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land refpefting  that  meafure  Ihould  have  been  afcertained. 

Mr.  Johnftone  in  a maiden  fpeech  fpoke  ftrongly  for  an  Union.  Mr. 
Nicholl,  though  not  accuftomed  to  give  his  fupport  to  the  ftatefman,  who  had 
planned  the  Union,  fpoke  warmly  in  its  favor.  Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner  and 
Major  General  Loftus*  were  alfo  advocates  for  the  meafure.  Dr.  Lawrence 
oppofed  it  as  unjuft  and  impolitic  under  the  exifting  circumftances  of  Ireland; 
and  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  fuppofition  of  a firong  dilfent  of  the  Hibernian  na- 
tion, deprecated  the  profecution  of  a meafure,  which,  if  it  lliould  be  carried 
into  effect  by  corruption  or  violence,  would  become  the  fatal  fource  of  dif- 
content  and  rebellion.  That  the  Union  had  the  general  approbation  and 
independent  affent  of  the  Irilh  nation,  a number  of  addrefies  and  declarations 
Avere  mentioned  as  a proof;  but  tvhere  weie  thefe  addrefies  ? The  addrefies 
againft  it  were  eafy  to  be  found.  ' Twenty-feven  of  the  counties  had  openly 
declared  againft  it ; and  with  thefe  would  have  united  Antrim  and  Sligo,  if 
martial  law  had  not  been  proclaimed,  and  prevented  the  intended  meetings. 
If  the  meafure  were  thus  to  be  carried,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that 
it  would  be  an  a^  of  tyranny  and  oppreflion,  and  muft  become  the  fatal 


* This  gentleman  corredted  what  Mr.  Grey  had  faid  relative  to  the  introdudtion  of  military  Bri- 
>ti(h  officers  into  the  Iriffi  parliament:  he  inftanced  General  Craddock  and  fome  others,  who  came 
into  the  Irifli  parliament  upon  independent  grounds.  Mr.  Grey  thanked  him  for  the  corredtion, 
and  faid  he  had  chiefly  in  his  eye  General  Lake,  whom  from  a variety  of  circumftances,  he  thought 
little  entitled  to  fit  as  an  Irilh  legiflator. 
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foiirce  of  new  difcontents  and  fiituie  rebellions  ; and  the  only  ftandard  round 
w liich  the  pride,  the  paffions,  and  the  prejudices  of  Irillnnen  would  rally, 
would  be  that,  w Inch  Avould  lead  them  to  the  recovery  of  a conftitution  that 
would  have  been  thus  foully  and  opprefiively  Avrcfied  from  them.  No  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  deny  the  notorious  fact,  that  lixty-five  feats  had  been 
vacated  to  make  places  for  men,  Avhofe  ohfequioufncfs  would  not  permit  them 
to  oppofe  the  meafure;  and  it  Aras  equally  notorious,  that  no  art  or  influence 
Avhich  the  policy  of  corruption  and  intimidation  could  put  in  play  had  been 
left  untried,  to  gain  over  partizans  to  the  Union.  In  this  aflertion  every  gen- 
tleman muft  acquiefee,  Avho  Avould  confult  his  heart  and  his  honor,  and  for  a 
proof  of  it  he  AA^ould  refer  them  to  Avhat  had  befallen  Sir  John  Parnell;  his 
fate  Avas  no  unimpreflive  warning  to  thofe,  Avho  might  be  tempted  to  follow  his 
example.  Thus  Avas  intimidation  holden  out  every  Avhere,  Avithout  room  any 
Avhere  for  the  expreffion  of  a free  Arill  and  unbialfed  judgment.  IMartial  laAV, 
fpies,  informers,  &c.  &c.  AA'ere  on  all  fides  marfhalled  agalnft  the  oppofers  of 
the  Union;  and  it  was  only  to  be  Avondered  hoAvany  fet  of  men,  under  fuch 
a fyflem  of  terror,  could  have  dared  fo  boldly  and  manfully  to  exprefs  their 
abhorrence  of  it. 

iMr.  Dundas  Avould  not  admit  that  the  Irifli  in  general  diffented  from  the 
fcheme;  but  IMr.  Tierney  Avas  convinced  of  their  repugnance.  Lord  Carysfort 
affirmed,  that  the  LTnionifts  in  the  Irilh  parliament  had  a much  greater  extent 
of  property  than  their  adverfaries,  in  the  lords  ten  to  one,  and  that  the  judging 
portion  of  the  people  approved  the  projedl.  Mr.  Pitt,  hoAvever,  indignantly 
fcouted  the  idea  of  appealing  to  a community  fo  influenced  by  fadious  lea- 
ders ; he  Avas  fatisfied  Avith  the  conflitutional  affent  of  parliament. 

]Mr.  Grey’s  motion  having  been  fupported  only  by  30,  and  negatived  by 
236,  the  three  firft  articles  Avere  voted.  On  the  fucceeding  day,  the  exami- 
nation of  the  three  next  articles  being  poftponed,  the  feventh  Av^as  brought  for- 
Avard.  Dr.  LaAvrenc€  offered  fome  ineffedual  oppofition.  When  the  other 
articles,  particularly  thofe  concerning  the  peerage  and  popular  reprefentation, 
were  fubmitted  to  the  committees  in  both  houfes,  fome  Avarm  debates  arofe  upon 
them,  but  they  comprifed  nothing  neAV  or  peculiarly  relcA'ant  to  Ireland. 
The  majorities  upon  each  divifion  Avere  uniformly  in  the  fame  proportion. 

Lord  IlaAvkefbury  made  a very  able  fpeech  upon  the  general  nature  of  our  ^ 
popular  reprefentation  in  parliament. 

Lord  Grenville,  on  the  28th  of  April,  Avhen  the  houfe  Avas  in  a committee 
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upon  the  fourth  article,  drew  their  attention  to  three  points  of  difference, 
which  Avould  be  found  between  the  Irifli  and  Scotilli  peers.  The  former, 
when  chofen,  would  hold  their  feats  till  death,  except  the  fpiritual  peers,  who, 
if  they  fhould  be  deputed  for  life,  would  be  too  long  abfent  from  their  fees. 
This  permanence  of  the  elected  noblemen  feemed  better  calculated  than  a 
temporary  delegation  to  guard  againfl  the  effedfs  of  undue  influence  and  con- 
trol.' The  fecond  point  was  the  eligibility  of  the  peers  of  Ireland  to  a feat 
among  the  commons  of  the  empire.  A confiderable  number  of  thofe  peers 
had  fo  little  property  or  influence  in  that  country,  as  to  have  fcarcely  any 
chance  of  being  deputed  to  a reprefentation  of  the  peerage;  and  the  eledlion 
of  fuch  individuals  as  commoners  would  ftrengthen  the  connexion  of  claffes, 
and  conftitute  a defirable  Union  of  feeling  and  intereft  between  the  houfes  of 
parliament.  The  third  point,  the  eventual  creation  of  new  Irifli  peers,  would 
be  neceffary  for  the  prevention  of  too  rapid  a progrefs  towards  the  extindlion 
of  the  peerages. 

Lord  IVIulgrave  moved  for  the  omiffion  of  that  claufe,  which  allowed  the 
Hibernian  peers  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  any  of  the  fibres  and 
boroughs  of  Great  Britain,  with  a provifo  that  they  diould  ceafe  to  enjoy 
during  that  time  the  privileges  of  the  peerage.  Such  a regulation,  he  faid, 
Avould  tend  to  break  down  the  bulwark  between  the  peers  and  the  commons, 
and  confeqiiently  the  barrier  between  the  crown  and  the  people;  to  intro- 
duce a confufion  of  ranks,  and  promote  democratic  diforder. 

The  chancellor  defended  the  claufe  as  reafonable  and  conftitutional.  Why, 
he  afked,  would  it  be  more  degrading  for  an  Irifli  peer  than  for  the  eldeft  fon 
of  the  firft  peer  of  this  kingdom  to  be  tried  as  a commoner ; and  would  it 
not  be  a great  hardlhip  for  a number  of  the  peers  of  Ireland  to  be  deprived 
of  the  chance  of  becoming  legiflators  ? 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  oppofed  the  claufe,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  have  a Jaco- 
binical tendency ; and  the  Earl  of  Darnley  recommended,  in  this  refpedt,  an 
adherence  to  the  ftipulations  of  the  Scotifli  Union. 

Lord  Mulgrave’s  motion  for  omitting  a part  of  the  article  was  negatived 
by  50  againft  7- 

On  the  30th  of  April,  a debate  arofe  from  amotion  of  Lord  Holland,  tend- 
ing to  give  the  Catholics  a pledge  or  profpedl  of  the  abolition  of  the  difabili- 
ties,  to  which  they  were  flill  fubje6t  both  in  Ireland  and  in  Great  Britain.  In 
this  country,  a regard  to  juflice  dictated  fuch  relief:  in  the  other,  it  was  not 
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only  a matter  of  juftice,  but  was  eflential  to  public  tranquillity,  and  would 
contribute  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  majority  of  that  people  to  the  new 
proje6t.  Notwithftanding  he  confidered  the  policy  of  the  Union  doubtful, 
and  fome  of  its  provifions,  particularly  with  regai  d to  reprefentation,  alarming 
innovations,  yet  if  he  thought  that  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics  were  to 
accompany  the  Union,  it  would  foften  much  of  its  hoftility  to  the  project. 
If  he  himfelf  then  confidered  the  reftoration  of  the  rights  of  the  Catholics  fo 
ftrong  a recommendation,  what  muft  be  the  feelings  of  thofe,  who  were  fo  much 
more  nearly  interefted  in  it?  It  had  been  faid,  indeed,  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  attempt  reclaiming  thofe,  who  were  difaffeded  in  Ireland.  If  any 
minifter  did  not  think  it  worth  while  by  wife  and  liberal  meafures,  to  conci- 
liate thofe  who  were  difaffe6ted,  and  to  bring  them  back  to  their  duty,  fuch  a 
minifter  would  be  unfit  to  be  trufted  with  the  condudt  of  public  affairs:  it  was 
an  objedl  of  the  higheft  importance  to  ftrengthen  his  majefty’s  government 
by  conciliating  the  affeftions  of  all  his  fubjedls.  But  it  might  be  faid  it 
would  be  better  to  wait.  He,  on  the  contrary,  thought  that  the  prefent  was 
the  moment  to  remove  all  the  doubts,  which  the  Catholics  might  entertain, 
and  to  render  them  friendly  to  the  meafure,  by  fliewing  them  candidly  the 
advantages  they  would  gain.  It  would  thus  tend  to  confirm  thofe  who  hefi- 
tated  in  their  opinion,  and  to  reconcile  thofe  who  might  be  hoftile  to  the 
Union.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  emancipation  was  a mere  pretext  employ- 
ed to  delude  the  people  of  Ireland  ; but  its  being  fuccefsful  as  a pretext,  was 
a proof  of  how  much  importance  it  was  to  take  it  away.  In  the  late  rebel- 
lion, which  however  he  never  would  be  induced  to  call  a Catholic  rebellion, 
fo  many  would  not  have  been  led  away  by  it,  had  'not  the  reftraints,  under 
which  the  Catholics  laboured  been  confidered  as  grievances.  It  was  a griev- 
ance to  be  eftimated  in  its  operation  on  men’s  minds;  not  by  the  injuiy  it 
did,  but  by  the  infult  which  it  fuppofed. 

Lord  Bonington  thought  the  agitation  of  that  queftion  was  unfeafonable, 
and  therefore  moved  the  previous  queftion. 

The  Marquis  of  Landfdown  did  not  difapprove  the  motion,  though  he 
differed  from  the  mover  on  the  fuhje6l  of  the  Ltnion.  After  a frequent  and 
clofe  deliberation,  he  v/as  convinced  of  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  the  general 
meafure,  and  thought  it  highly  honorable  to  the  projectors.  The  chief 
blemillies,  he  thought,  were  to  be  found  in  the  confined  mode  of  election  for 
fome  of  the  boroughs  ; but  thefe  weie  fpecks  in  a brilliant  fun. 

* S 2 


Earl 


io6o 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


Earl  Fitz  william  juftified  the  motion  as  conciliatory  and  highly  expedient: 
but  Lord  Mulgrave  faid,  that,  as  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  had  al- 
ready agreed  to  the  poftponement  of  the  Catholic  queftion,  which,  they  con- 
ceived, would  be  more  temperately  and  Avifely  difcuffed  after  an  Union,  it 
was  unneceffary  and  improper  to  prejudge  the  topic.  Lord  Hobart  and  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool  were  for  the  previous  queftion. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  declared  that  the  objeftions,  which  he  had  urged  to  an 
Union  were  in  a great  meafure  fuperfeded  by  the  late  determination  of  the 
Irilh  parliament;  and  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  points  of  detail  were 
founded,  for  the  moll  part,  on  juft  and  equitable  principles.  Apprehending 
that  the  prefent  motion  might  obftrudl  the  fiiccefs  of  the  fcheme,  he  wiflied  it 
to  be  withdrawn  or  difcountenanced. 

Lord  Grenville  was  of  opinion,  that  the  queftion  would  be  beft  determined 
by  the  united  parliament,  and  that  the  decifion  of  that  legiflature,  even  if  it 
ftiould  be  erroneous,  would  be  attended  with  much  lefs  inconvenience  than  a 
fimilar  decifion  would  produce,  if  pronounced  by  the  two  parliaments  under 
the  prefent  fyftem. 

The  motion  was  then  fuperfeded  by  the  previous  queftion. 

As  the  woollen-manufa6lurers  of  Great  Britain  were  alarmed  at  the  prof- 
pe6l  of  great  lofs  and  injury,  if  a free  exportation  of  the  raw  material  to 
Ireland  Ihould  be  allowed,  petitions  were  prefented  to  both  houfes  againft 
that  part  of  the  commercial  article ; and  witnefles  v^ere  examined  at  the  bar 
in  fupport  of  the  allegations  of  the  petitions.  The  minifter  notwithftanding, 
on  the  1 ft  of  JMay,  urged  the  committee  to  adopt  the  refolution,  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Peel  and  Mr.  Wilberforce  fpoke  in  favor  of  the  petitions. 

Mr.  Pitt  maintained,  that,  if  any  transfer  of  manufa6lure  ftiould  refult 
from  the  permiftion  of  exporting  wool,  it  would  be  gradual  and  inconfider- 
able;  that  any  void,  which  it  might  occafion,  would  be  much  more  than  filled 
up  by  the  great  increafe  of  our  trade  in  this  article;  that  we  had  no  reafon  to 
apprehend  a fcarcity  of  the  commodity,  or  dread  the  rivalry  of  the  Irifti  in 
the  manufa^ure ; and  that  his  friend's  propofal  would  be  an  unneceffary  de- 
viation from  that  liberal  principle  of  a free  intercourfe,  which  was  the  intend- 
ed bafts  of  the  Union. 

When  the  report  was  brought  up  on  the  2d  of  May,  Dr.  Laurence  vehe- 
mently oppofed  it ; but  upon  no  new  grounds. 
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The  means  of  promoting  the  meafure  Avere  not,  in  his  opinion,  the  moft 
laudable  or  conftitutional;  and  the  boafted  majority  did  not  include  the  moft 
refpeftable  portion  of  the  parliament.  A confiderable  number  of  thofe,  v ho  had 
voted  for  the  fcheme  were  palpably  influenced  by  the  crown  ; and  the  freedom 
of  deliberation  Avas  checked  by  the  prefence  of  the  army.  He  moved  that 
the  bufmefs  fliould  be  poftponed  for  three  months. 

]Mr.  Morrit  refted  his  confidence  of  fuccefs  on  the  happinefs  to  both  coun- 
tries M’hich  followed  the  Union  with  Scotland. 

The  Honorable  Mr.  Ryder  admitted,  that  a complete  or  perfe6l  Union 
could  not  at  firft  be  expected;  but  he  did  not  confider  this  objedion  as  a fuf- 
ficient  reafon  for  defifting  from  an  attempt,  which  might  be  in  fome  degree 
fuccefsful;  ftill  lefs  did  he  think  it  prudent  finally  to  relinquifli  it. 

hlr.  Bankes  was  ftill  of  opinion,  that  the  fcheme  would  be  inelftcacious  as 
a meafure  of  Union,  and  particnlarly  hazardous  from  the  diflatisfaftion  with 
which  it  would  be  received  by  the  Catholics,  ‘ whofe  views  of  power  it  would 
ultimately  difappoint,  even  though  the  imperial  parliament  might  accede  to 
their  prefent  claims. 

Colonel  Wood  and  Sir  Richard  Car  Glyn  fupported  the  general  principle 
of  the  meafure.  Sir  William  Young  contended  that  delay  would  be  danger- 
ous, and  that  nothing  but  an  Union  would  render  the  two  countries  perma- 
nently profperous  and  happy.  He  did  not  believe,  that  the  Irifli  Catholics 
were  generally  adverfe  to  the  Lf’nion.  On  the  contrary,  he  ftated,  on  the 
authority  of  one  of  themfelves.  Lord  Kenmare,  a nobleman  of  the  greateft 
virtue  and  patriotifm,  that  the  moft  refpe6lable  clafles  of  them  were  inclined 
in  its  favor.  Mr.  Nicholl  did  not  approve  every  part  of  the  plan  ; but,  con- 
ceiving that  it  would  enable  the  government  to  relieve  the  Catholics  with 
fafety,  and  that  it  would  thus  allay  the  bitternefs  of  religious  diflention,  he 
was  willing  to  promote  its  fuccefs. 

The  houfe  then  ordered  the  fecond  reading  of  the  reported  refolutions : a 
divifion  took  place,  in  which  26  voted  againft  it,  and  208  for  it. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  the  fcheme  was  again  debated  in  both  houfes.  Lord 
Grenville  was  pleafed  to  find,  that  only  one  clafs  of  manufadlurers  complained 
of  the  commercial  article,  and  ftill  more  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  even  their 
jealoufy  was  ill-founded.  The  committee  adopted  the  commercial  claufes  and 
the  remaining  regulations. 
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* Various  motions  were  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  fuppofed 
improvement  of  the  plan.  Dr.  Laurence  moved  for  fome  alterations  ground- 
ed on  his  former  fuggeftions  relative  to  the  parliamentary  article,  which  were 
negatived.  IMr.  Grey  propofed  claufes  calculated  to  rendei’  the  Irifli  mem- 
bers independent  of  the  crown,  and  to  reduce  their  number  in  cafe  of  a di- 
minution of  that  of  the  Brithh  rep  refen  tatives.  Sir  William  Dolben  moved, 
that  all  new  peers  Ihould  entail  a fufficient  eftate  to  fecure  the  independence 
of  their  fuccelfors.  Mr.  Tierney  wilhed  for  a recommitment  of  the  refolu- 
tion  refpe6ting  trade,  that  the  'woollen  manufacturers  of  this  country  might 
receive  an  indulgence  fimilar  to  that  which  would  be  granted  to  the  cotton 
manufacturers  of  Ireland.  All  of  which  were  negatived. 

An  addrefs  was  voted  on  the  fame  day,  importing  that  the  commons  had 
obferved  with  unfpeakable  fatisfaftion  the  general  conformity  of  the  articles 
tranfmitted  from  Ireland  with  thofe  Avhich  they  had  voted  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  that  they  Avere  now  ready  to  conclude  with  the  Irilh  parliament  an 
Union  upon  that  foundation.  This  addrefs  was  communicated  to  the  peers; 
and,  after  a comparifon  of  the  refolutions  of  one  houfe  with  thofe  of  the 
other.  On  the  7th,  the  permiffion  granted  to  Irilh  peers  to  reprefent  Britidi 
counties  or  boroughs  was  again  debated.  Lord  Romney  propofed  that  all 
M^ho  fliould  thus  degrade  themfelves  lliould  be  obliged  to  wave  for  life  the  pri-« 
vileges  of -the  peerage.  The  Earls  of  Caernarvon  and  Fife,  and  feveral  other 
peers,  oppofed  it,  as  tending  to  violate  the  conftitution,  and  produce  a confu- 
fion  of  rank  and  interefts ; each  queftion  was  carried  by  like  majorities  in 
favor  of  the  miniftry. 

When  it  was  moved,  that  the  peers  lliould  join  in  the  addrefs,  Lord  Bolton  j' 
fpoke  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  Union.  He  entered  fully  into  the  merits  of 
the  propofitions  of  1785,  againft  which,  he  faid,  the  Iridi  had  conceived  an 
ill-founded  prejudice.  A fimilar  prejudice  exifted  againft  the  prefent  offers  of 
Great  Britain  ; but  he  trufted  that  it  Avould  not  prevent  the  accomplilliment 
of  a projeet,  whicli  would  be  advantageous  to  this  country,  and  highly  bene- 
ficial to  Ireland.  Earl  FitzwilHam  obje6ied  to  feveral  of  the  articles,  and 
maintained  that  the  plan  tended  to  a feparation  rather  than  to  an  Union. 
Earl  Camden  and  the  Marquis  Townlhend  fupported  the  Union.  The  Earl 


* Coote’s  Hillory  of  the  Union,  p.  490. 

t Formerly  Mr.  Orde,  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant  in  Ireland. 
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of  Weftmorland  attributed  the  diftradions  of  Ireland  to  the  then  exifting 
fyftem  of  government,  or  to  the  injudicious  meafures  of  adminihration,  and 
was  convinced  that  anUnion  was  the  only  remedy  for  the  evils  under  which  flie 
had  long  groaned.  The  Earl  of  Darnley  concurred  with  Lord  Weflmorland. 
Lord  King  and  Lord  Holland  maintained,  that  the  meafure  Avas  more  likely 
to  aggravate  than  cure  the  exifting  evils.  The  Marquis  of  Downftiire  (Lord 
Hillfborough  in  England)  repeated  many  of  the  ohfervations,  which  he  had 
nrged  in  the  Irifti  Houfe  of  Lords  againftthe  meafure.  The  Marquis  Townf- 
hend  obferved,  that  thofe  perfons  V'ho  had  oppofed  the  oftennial  hill,  MTie 
the  very  perfons,  who  oppofed  the  meafure  of  Union,  and  from  the  fame  mo- 
tive; hecaufe  it  would  diminifti  their  influence.  The  houfe  divided  on  Lord 
Grenvfllle’s  motion,  which  was  to  infert  the  words  loj'ds  fpiritual  and  temporal 
in  the  blank  fpace  left  in  the  add  refs,  communicated  to  their  lordfliips  by  the 
commons ; when  there  appeared  54  for  and  7 againft  the  motion.  On  the 
Qth,  the  joint  addrefs  was  prefented  to  his  majefty.  The  plan  was  then  tranf- 
mitted  to  Ireland;  and  each  parliament  proceeded  to  carry  into  efFe6t  the 
articles  by  a bill. 

Although  the  Anti-unionifts  had  been  fo  conftantly  baffled,  they  perflfted 
in  difputing  every  inch  of  the  ground.  As  a feparate  bill  was  thought  necef- 
fary  for  regulating  the  ele6tion  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Ireland  in  the  impe- 
rial parliament.  Lord  Caftlereagh  moved  for  leave  to  introduce  it  befoi  e the 
general  bill  of  Union.  Having  noticed  the  inclination,  which  the  houfe  had 
ftiewn  to  various  modes  of  parliamentary  reprefentation,  in  preference  to  an 
uniform  fyftem,  he  ftated  the  leading  principles,  on  which  the  fele6tion  of  ci- 
ties and  boroughs  had  been  adjufted---namely,  a regard  to  property,  and  the 
coniideration  of  political,  commercial,  and  local  knowledge;  and  mentioned 
the  produce  of  the  taxes  on  hearths  and  on  windows,  and  the  number  of 
houfes  for  which  hearth-money  was  no  longer  paid,  as  fair  criteria  of  wealth 
and  population.  On  thefe  grounds,  he  named  the  following  towns  : Water- 
ford, Limerick,  Belfaft,  Drogheda,  Carrickfergus,  Newry,  Kilkenny,  London- 
derry, Galway,  Clonmell,  Wexford,  Armagh,  Youghall,  Bandon,  Dundalk, 
Kinfale,  Lifburne,  Sligo,  Catherlogh,  Ennis,  Dungarvan,  Down-Patrick, 
Coleraine,  Mallow,  Athlone,  New-Rofs,  Tralee,  Cafliel,  Dungannon,  Port- 
Arlington,  and  Ennilkillen.  One  member  for  each  of  thefe  toAvns,  Avith  four 
for  Dublin  and  Cork,  one  for  the  UiuA'erfity,  and  fixty-four  reprefentatiA'CS 
of  counties,  Avould,  he  thought,  form  the  foundeft  colletfion  of  individuals, 

that 
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that  could  be  charged  with  the  concerns  of  a nation ; and  Ireland  might 
fafcly  depend  upon  the  wife  and  patriotic  exertions  of  fuch  legillators,  incor- 
porated with  an  atfembly,  wliich  had  preferved  the  liberty  and  happinefs,  and 
therefore  commanded  the  efteem  and  affe6tion  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

The  motion  was  oppofed,  as  tending  to  pledge  the  houfe  prematurely;  but 
it  was  carried  by  a majority  of  55.  In  its  progrefs  the  bill  was  warmly  op- 
pofed ; and  the  whole  plan  of  Union  was  re-attacked.  It  palled  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  on  the  20th  of  May.  This  bill  ordained,  that,  if  the  king 
tliould  authorife  the  prefent  lords  and  commons  of  Great  Britain  to  form  a 
part  of  the  firft  imperial  legillature,  the  fitting  members  for  Dublin  and  Cork, 
and  for  the  thirty-two  counties  of  Ireland,  lliould  reprefent  the  fame  cities 
and  diires  in  that  parliament;  that  the  written  names  of  the  members  for  the 
college  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  for  the  cities  of  Waterford  and  Limerick,  and 
the  other  towns  before-mentioned,  Ihould  be  put  into  a glafs,  and  fuccefiively 
drawn  out  by  the  clerk  of  the  crown  ; and  that,  of  the  two  reprefentatives  of 
each  of  thofe  places,  the  individual  whofe  name  Ihould  be  firft  drawn,  fliould 
ferve  for  the  fame  place  in  the  firft  united  legifiature;  and  that,  when  a new 
parliament  fliould  be  convoked,  Avrits  Ihould  be  fent  to  the  Irifli  counties,  to 
the  tlniverfity,  and  to  the  cities  and  boroughs  above  fpecified,  for  the  election 
of  members  in  the  ufual  mode,  according  to  the  number  then  adjufted.  With 
reference  to  the  peers,  the  a6t  provided,  that  the  primate  of  all  Ireland  fliould 
fit  ill  the  firft  feflio  11  of  the  combined  parliament,  the  archbifliops  of  Dublin, 
Cafliel,  and  Tuam,  in  the  fecond,  third,  and  fourth;  that  the  billiops  of 
Meath,  Kildare,  and  London-Deriy,  fliould  take  the  firft  turn ; the  prelates 
of  Raphoe,  Limerick,  and  Dromore,  fliould  next  fit;  thofe  of  Elphin,  Doivn, 
and  Waterford,  fliould  have  the  next  turn ; thofe  of  Leighlin,  Cloyne,  and 
Cork,  fliould  follow;  then  thofe  of  Killaloe,  Kilmore,  and  Clogher;  and 
laftly,  thofe  of  Oflbry,  Killala,  and  Clonfert : that  the  fame  order  fliould  then 
recommence,  and  continue  for  ever;  and  that,  for  the  eleclioii  of  the  twenty- 
eight  temporal  peers,  each  of  the  Irifli  nobility  fliould  prepare  a lift  of  twenty- 
eight  of  his  brethren,  and  thofe  who  fliould  have  a majority  of  votes  in  fuch 
lift.'i,  fliould  be  peers  of  parliament  for  life. 

The  refolutions,  Avhich  had  been  fent  back  from  England,  Avere  referred  by 
the  commons  to  a private  committee : a report  Avas  foon  juefeuted  and  ex- 
amined; and,  Avhen  Sir  LaAvrence  Parfons  had  in  vain  moved  for  a confidera- 

tion 
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tion  of  the  articles  in  a general  committee,  all  the  alterations  were  adopted  by 
the  commons,  and  afterwards  by  the  peers. 

The  countervailing  duties  were  then  adjufted;  the  refolutions  were  formed 
into  a bill;  and  Lord  Caftlereagh,  on  the  21  ft  of  May,  requefted  permiftion 
to  produce  it.  JMajor  Ofljorne,  on  this  occafion,  declared,  that  he  would 
continue  to  oppofe  the  Union  as  an  unneceffary  and  pernicious  meafurc:  Mr. 
Holmes  fupported  it,  not  only  as  falutary,  but  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the 
fecurity  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Ponfonby  and  Mr.  Ogle  a^pjiin.  aftailed  it.  Mr. 
Ball  fpoke  warmly,  and  with  fome  perfonal  acrimony,  againft  the  bill  and  its 
ftipporters.  IVIr.  Latouche,  Mr.  Martin,  and  Dr.  Browne,  declared  their 
convi6lion  of  the  beneficial  tendency  of  the  meafure;  which,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  feverely  reprobated  by  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons  and  Mr.  Goold.  On 
a divifion,  the  motion  for  bringing  in  a bill  for  the  L^nion  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  was  carried  by  160  againft  100.  The  bill  v'as  immediately  pre- 
fented,  read  pro  forma,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  On  the  26th,  it  was 
again  read;  and  a motion  for  its  commitment  followed,  which  produced  ano- 
ther warm,  though  not  very  interefting  debate.  On  the  26th  of  May,  Mr. 
Grattan  propofed  a delay  to  the  1 ft  of  Auguft,  that  it  might  be  more  fully 
examined,  and  that  more  correct  documents  might  be  procured,  as  founda- 
tions of  the  financial  and  commercial  articles.  He  again  difcuffed  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  meafure.  It  was  a breach  of  a folemn  covenant,  on  whofe  bafis 
the  feparate,  reciprocal,  and  conjoint  power  of  the  countries  relied;  an  inno- 
vation promoted  by  the  influence  of  martial  law;  an  unauthorized  aflumption 
of  a competency  to  deftroy  the  independence  of  the  realm  ; an  unjuftiliable 
attempt  to  injure  the  prolperity  of  the  country.  The  bill  would  be,  quoad 
the  conftitution,  equivalent  to  a murder,  and,  quoad  the  government,  to  a 
reparation.  If  it  fliould  be  carried  into  efteft,  he  foretold  its  want  of  perma- 
nence, and  intimated  his  appreheniions,  that  popular  difcontent,  perhaps  dan- 
gerous commotions,  might  refultfrom  its  enforcement. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  defended  the  bill,  and  cenfured  the  inflammatory  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Grattan.  He  derided  the  patriotifm  of  thofe,  who  took  every 
occafion  of  ulcerating  the  public  mind,  already  too  much  enflamed:  he  defied, 
however,  their  incentives  to  treafon,  and  had  no  doubt  of  the  energy  of  go- 
vernment in  defending  the  conftitution  againft  every  attack. 

Sir  John  Parnell  indignantly  repelled  the  imputation  of  any  traitorous 
fpirit  in  the  Anti-unionifts,  and  retorted  on  thofe,  who  wiflied  to  fubvert 
the  conftitution  on  pretence  of  an  Union.  A very  heated  debate  cnftied,  in 
VoL.  H.  T < which 
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■which  Mr.  O’Donel,  Mr.  Plunket,  and  Mr.  Burrowes  fpoke  againft  the  Union, 
and  Mr.  May  defended  it.  Mr.  Grattan  replied  with  afperity  to  the  infinua- 
tions  of  Lord  Caftlereagli,  who  rejoined  with  more  moderation  than  he  for- 
merly had  done. 

Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  was  fupported  by  87  and  negatived  by  124.  After 
fome  further  debating  the  countervailing  duties  were  fettled  as  they  had  been 
by  the  Britifli  parliament. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  the  Bill  of  Union  paifed  through  the  committee  with 
few  remarks,  and  with  little  alteration.  At  the  next  meeting,  Lord  Corry 
moved  a long  addrefs  to  his  majefty  againft  I he  completion  of  the  bill.*  Mr. 
Saurin  feconded  the  motion,  and  repeated  his  objedlions  to  the  Union,  which 
he  contended  had  not  been  anfwered  or  refuted.  The  attorney  general  an- 
fwered.  Mr.  Egan,  iVIr.  J.  C.  Beresford,  and  JMr.  Goold  warmly  fupported 
the  addrefs,  which  was  negatived  by  a majority  of  58;  there  being  77  for, 
and  135  againft  it.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  read.  An  amendment 
propofed  by  Mr.  O’Donel  excited  a flame  in  the  houfe,  and  was  withdrawn. 
The  fame  member,  on  the  7th  of  June,  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
for  the  2d  of  January,  when  a warm  debate  followed. 

;Manj'  of  the  Anti-unionifts  retired  from  the  houfe,  that  they  might  not 
witnefs  the  divifion,  by  which  the  bill  fliould  be  carried.  When,  on  the  Qth, 
an  addrefs  of  both  houfes  to  the  king,  in  confirmation  of  the  countervail- 
ing duties  was  propofed,  IMr.  Dawfon,  Lord  Maxwell,  and  fome  other  Anti- 
unionifts  declared,  that,  as  foon  as  the  bill  fliould  become  a law,  they  would 
give  it  that  fupport  to  which  it  would  be  entitled  by  fuch  enadment,  but 
which  it  did  not  deferve  by  its  intrinfic  merits. 

The  bill  was  carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  by  Lord  Caftlereagli,  but 
the  conflderation  of  it  was  poftponed.  On  its  fecond  reading,  the  Earls  of 
Farnham  and  Bellamont  offered  fome  claufes,  which  were  negatived,  and  the 
bill  was  committed.  It  paft’ed  the  committee  without  amendment,  was  re- 
ported in  due  form,  and,  after  an  uninterefting  debate,  was  read  a third  time 
on  the  13th  of  June.f  A proteft  was  entered  by  the  Duke  of  Leinfter  and 
the  other  diffenting  peers. 


* This  addrefs,  which  is  generally  attributed  to  the  pen  of  Mr.  Grattan,  and  was  moved  for  by 
the  Anti-unionifts  in  nature  of  a proteft  to  pofterity  againft  the  meafure,  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appen- 
dix, No.  CXX. 

■f  8 Lords’  Journ.  p.  463.  The  divifion  was  41  againft  14.  The  proteft  is  to  be  feen  in  the 
Appendix,  No.  CXXI. 
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No  part  of  the  plan  now  remained  for  the  fecretary  to  bring  forward,  but 
the  fcheme  of  compenfation.  This  he  plaufibly  ufhered  in  upon  a princi- 
ple of  juftice;  he  propofed  a grant  of  1,260,000/.  for  thofe  who  diould  fuf- 
fer  a lofs  of  patronage,  and  be  deprived  of  a fource  of  wealth,  by  the  disfran- 
chifement  of  84  boroughs-— at  the  rate  of  15,000/.  to  each.  Mr.  Saurin^ 
Mr.  Claudius  Beresford,  and  Mr.  Dawfon,  maintained,  that  the  grant  of  com- 
penfation to  thofe,  who  had  no  right  to  hold  fuch  a fpecies  of  property, 
would  be  an  infult  to  the  public  and  an  infringement  of  the  conditution.  Mr. 
Prendergaft  defended  the  prcpofition,  alleging,  that,  though  fuch  polfeffions 
might  have  been  vicious  in  their  origin,  yet,  from  prefcriptive  ufage,  and 
from  having  been  the  fubjefls  of  contra6ts  and  family  fettlements,  they  could 
not  be  confifcated,  without  a breach  of  honor  and  propriety.  In  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  this  bill  was  chiefly  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of  Farnham;  but  it  palfed 
into  law  with  little  oppofition  in  either  houfe;  the  Anti-unionifls  having  now 
given  up  the  queftion  as  loft.* 

Soon  after  the  Union  bill  had  palfed  through  both  houfes  of  the  Irifli  par- 
liament, Mr.  Pitt  brought  a bill  in  the  fame  form  into  the  Britilh  Houfe  of 
Commons.  It  proceeded  through  the  ufual  ftages,  without  occafioning  any 
important  debate;  and  was  fent,  on  the  24th  of  June,  to  the  peers.  On  the 
30th,  Lord  Grenville  moved  for  its  third  reading,  declaring,  that  he  rofe  for 
that  purpofe  with  greater  pleafure  than  he  had  ever  felt  before  in  making 
any  propofltion  to  their  lordlhips.  The  IMarquis  of  Downlhire  merely  faid, 
that  his  opinion  of  the  meafure  remained  unaltered,  and  that  he  would  there- 
fore give  the  bill  his  decided  negative.  It  palfed  without  a divnfion;  and, 
on  the  2d  of  July,  it  received  the  royal  aflentf 

When  a prorogation  of  the  laft  feparate  parliament  of  Great  Britain  was 
ordered  on  the  29th  of  July,  hismajefty  thus  addreflbd  the  two  houfes  on  the 
fubjebt  of  the  grand  work,  which  had  fo  laudably  occupied  their  deliberations. 

“ With  peculiar  fatisfa6lion  I congratulate  you  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  fteps, 

*■  As  fo  much  heat  and  zeal  attended  this  intcrefting  conteft  throughout,  it  may  be  gratifying  to 
the  curious  reader  to  fee  the  lift  of  thofe  who  voted  on  the  oppofite  fides.  A correft  lift  is  alfo 
given  of  the  different  writs,  which  ilfued  in  the  laft  year  of  the  Irilh  parliament,  viz.  in  1800,  with 
a view  to  parliamentary  arrangements  in  voting  for  the  Union.  (Vide  Index  to  the  Appendix  of 
19  Vol.  of  Com.  Journ.  Part  II.  and  alfo  a lift  of  the  Irifti  parliamentary  annuitants.)  All  are  to  be 
feen  in  Appendix,  No.  CXXII. 

+ A copy  of  the  aft  is  to  be  in  feen  tlie  Appendix,  No.  CXXIII. 
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“ which  you  have  taken  for  effeding  an  entire  Union  between  iny  king- 
doms.  This  great  meafure,  on  which  my  wiflies  have  been  long  earneftly 
bent,  I ihall  ever  confidcr  as  the  happieft  event  of  my  reign.” 

It  ^v^as  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  Grecian  fages,  that  no  man  ought  to  be 
pronounced  happy  before  his  death,  or  before  it  could  be  afeertained,  whe- 
ther his  happinefs  would  be  durable;  and,  in  this  point  of  view,  the  royal  ob- 
fervation  may  be  deemed  premature,  as  the  effedt  of  the  applauded  fcheme 
had  not  been  tried  for  a moment;  but  we  hope,  and  have  reafon  to  expedl, 
that  the  remark  will  be  fully  verified. 

The  royal  aflent  was  given  in  Ireland  to  the  Union  bill  on  the  ift  of  Au- 
guft,  the  anniverfary  of  the  accelfion  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  to  the 
thrones  of  thefe  realms.  'The  next  day,  the  lord  lieutenant  put  an  end  to  the 
feffion,  with  an  appropriate  fpeech  from  the  throne.* 

The 

* His  lordfliip’s  fpeech  was  as  follows : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ THE  whole  bufinefs  of  this  important  feffion  being  at  length  happily  con- 
“ eluded,  it  is  with  the  moft  fincere  fatisfaftion,  that  I communicate  to  you  by  his  majefly’s  ex- 
prefs  command,  his  warmeft  acknowledgments  for  that  ardent  zeal  and  unffiaken  perfeverance, 
“ which  you  h.ave  to  confpicuoufly  manifefted  in  maturing  and  completing  the  great  meafure  of  a 
“ legiilative  Union  between  this  kingdom  and  Great  Britain. 

“ The  proofs  you  have  given  on  this  occafion  of  your  uniform  attachment  to  the  real  welfare  of 
your  country,  infeparably  connefted  with  the  fecurity  and  profperity  of  the  empire  at  large,  not 
" only  entitle  you  to  the  full  approbation  of  your  fovereign,  and  to  the  applaufe  of  your  fellow  fub- 
” je6ts,  but  muft  afford  you  the  fureft  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  pofterity. 

“ You  will  regret  with  his  majefty,  the  reverfe  which  his  majefty’s  allies  have  experienced  on  the 
" Continent;  but  his  majefty  is  perfuaded,  that  the  firmnefs  and  public  fpirit  of  his  fubjedts  will 
" enable  him  to  perfevere  in  that  line  of  condudt,  which  will  beft  provide  for  the  honor,  and  the 
" effential  interefts  of  his  dominions,  whofe  means  and  refources  have  now  by  your  wifdom  been 
" more  clofely  and  hitimately  combined, 

" Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

" I AM  to  thank  you,  in  his  majefty’s  name,  for  the  liberal  fupplies,  whicli 
" you  have  cheerfully  granted  for  the  various  and  important  branches  of  the  public  fervice  in  the 
" prefent  year. 

“ His  majefty  has  alfo  witneffed  with  pleafure,  that  wife  liberality,  which  will  enable  him  to 
" make  a juft  and  equitable  retribution  to  thofe  bodies  and  individuals,  whofe  privileges  and  inte- 
“ refts  are  affedted  by  the  Union,  and  he  has  alfo  feen  with  fatisfadtion  that  attention  to  the  internal 
profperity  of  this  country,  which  has  been  fo  confpicuoufly  teftified  by  tlie  encouragement  you 
" have  given  to  the  improvement  and  extenflon  of  its  inland  navigation. 

My 
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The  example  of  the  Scotch  Union  was  followed  by  Ireland  in  the  forma- 
tion of  their  fii  ft  quota  of  the  imperial  parliament.  No  new  eledion  was  re- 
forted  to,  but  the  moll  zealous  fupporters  of  the  meafure  were,  generally,  re- 
warded with  feats  in  the  imperial  legiflatiire.*  In  confequence  of  the  procla- 
mations iffued  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  the  purpofe,  a feleCtiou  was 
made  of  the  perfons  to  reprefent  the  boroughs  of  Ireland  in  the  imperial  par- 
liament. , . 

" My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I HAVE  the  happinefs  to  acquaint  you,  tliat  the  ceuntry  In  general  has  in  a 
great  meafure  returned  to  its  former  ftate  of  tranquillity.  If  in  fome  difirifts,  a fpirit  of  plunder 
and  difatFedtion  ftill  exifts,  thofe  diforders,  I believe,  will  prove  to  be  merely  local,  and  will,  I 
*■'  doubt  not,  be  foon  effedtually  terminated. 

The  preflure  of  fcarcity  on  the  poorer  clafles,  though  much  relieved  by  private  gencrofity, 
and  by  the  falutary  provifions  of  the  legiflature,  has  been  long  and  unufually  fevere,  but  I truft 
that  under  the  favor  of  Providence  we  may  draw  a pleafing  profpedt  of  future  plenty  from  the 
prefent  appearance  of  the  harveft. 

“ I am  perfuaded,  that  the  great  meafure,  which  is  now  accomplitlied,  could  never  have  been 
eftedted  but  by  a decided  convidtion  on  your  part,  that  it  would  tend  to  reftore  and  to  preferve  the 
tranquillity  of  this  country,  to  increafe  its  commerce  and  manufadtures,  to  perpetuate  its  con- 
“ nexion  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  augment  the  refources  of  the  empire.  You  will  not  fail  to 
imprefs  thefe  fentiments  on  the  minds  of  your  fellow-fubjedts.  You  will  encourage  and  improve 
“ that  juft  confidence,  which  they  have  manifefted  in  therefult  of  your  deliberations  on  this  ardu- 
ous  queftion.  Above  all,  you  will  be  ftudious  to  inculcate  the  full  convidtion,  that  united  w’ith 
“ the  people  of  Great  Britain  into  one  kingdom,  governed  by  the  fame  fovereign,  protedled  by  the 
“ fame  laws,  and  reprefented  in  the  fame  legiflature,  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  their  part  but  a 
" fpirit  of  induftry  and  order,  to  infure  to  them  the  full  advantages  under  which  the  people  of 
“ Great  Britain  have  enjoyed  a greater  degree  of  profperity,  fecurity,  and  freedom,  than  has  ever 
“ yet  been  experienced  by  any  otlier  nation. 

“ I cannot  conclude  without  offering  to  you  and  to  the  nation  at  large,  my  perfonal  congratula- 
" tions  on  the  accomplifliment  of  this  great  work,  which  has  received  the  fandtion  and  concurrence 
" of  our  fovereign  on  the  anniverfary  of  that  aufpicious  day,  which  placed  his  illuftrious  family  on 
''  the  throne  of  thefe  realms.  Tire  empire  is  now,  through  your  exertions,  fo  completely  united, 
" and  by  Union  fo  ftrengthened,  that  it  can  bid  defiance  to  all  the  efforts  its  enemies  may  make, 
“ either  to  weaken  it  by  divifion,  or  to  overturn  it  by  force,  tinder  the  protedion  of  the  Divine 
“ Providence,  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  will,  I truft,  remain  in  all  future 
ages,  the  faireft  monument  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  already  diftinguiihed  by  fo  many  and  fuch  va- 
rious  bleflings  conferred  upon  every  clafs  and  defcription  of  his  fnbjedls.” 

* Not  one  of  the  28  peers,  who  oppofed  the  Union,  w^as  eledted.  Amongft  the  100  commoners, 
fome  few  of  the  Anti-unionifts  appear,  fuch  as  Mr.  Fofter,  Sir  John  Parnell,  Mr.  Ogle,  Sir  Law- 
rence Parfons,  Mr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby,  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford,  Lord  Corry,  &c. 
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At  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  and  hanaper 
attended  in  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  feveral 
members  of  that  lioufe  alfo  attending,  the  names  of  fuch  members  as  were  to 
be  balloted  were  written  upon  flips  of  paper,  and  drawn  from  a glafs  placed 
upon  the  table.*  ‘ 

* The  following  lift  will  ftiew  the  refult  of  the  feveral  refignations,  and  of  the  ballot.  The  names 
of  the  gentlemen  in  the  fecond  column,  fliew  the  prefent  fitting  members  ^ thofe  in  the  third,  their 
late  colleagues : — when  a drawing  took  place,  the  fuccefsful  is  in  italics. 


PRESENT  MEMBERS, 

LATE  MEMBERS. 

1 Trinity  College 

Hon.  George  Knox 

Arthur  Browne,  resigned 

2 Waterford,  c. 

JV.  Congreve  Alcock 

Robert  S.  Care  we 

3 Limerick,  c. 

Henry  Deane  Grady 

Charles  Vereker 

4 Belfaft 

Edward  May 

Richard  Congreve,  refigned 

6 Drogheda 

Edward  Hardman 

John  Ball,  refigned 

6 Carrickfergus 

Noah  Dalway 

Ezekiel  D.  Wilfon 

7 Newry 

John  Moor 

Ifaac  Cprry 

8 Kilkenny,  c. 

William  Talbot 

James  Wemyfs 

9 London-Derry,  city 

Henry  Alexander 

Andrew  Fergufon,  refigned 

10  Galway,  town 

St,  George  Daly 

George  Ponfonby,  refigned 

1 1 Clonmel 

(Both  members  refigned) 

12  Wexford,  town 

Francis  Leigh 

R.  Neville,  refgncd 

13  Youghal 

John  Keane 

Robert  Uniacke 

14  Bandon 

Sir  B.  Chinnery 

Hon.  W.  O’Callagan 

15  Armagh,  city 

P.  Duigenan 

Gerard  Lake 

l6  Dundalk 

(Both  members  refigned) 

17  Kinfale 

William  Roxdey 

S.  C.  Rowley 

18  Lilburn 

George  Hatton 

Stewart  Bruce 

19  Sligo,  town 

Owen  Wynne 

W.  Wynne,  refigned 

20  Carlow 

Henry  Priftie 

John  Wolfe 

21  Ennis 

J.  0.  Vandeleur 

Sir  Edward  O’Brien 

22  Dungarvan 

Edward  Lee 

J.  B,  Ponfonby 

23  Downpatrick 

Clot-worthy  Rowley 

Jof.  Rowley 

24  Coleraine 

Walter  Jones 

James  Beresford,  refigned 

25  Mallow 

John  Longfield 

Denh.  Jephfon,  refigned 

26  Mallow 

William  Handcock 

. H.  Handcock,  refigned 

27  New  Rofs 

Robert  Leigh 

C,  Tottenham,  refigned 

28  Trawlee 

Arthur  Moor 

Henry  Kemmis 

29  Caftiell 

Richard  Bagwell 

R.  Pcnefatlier,  refigned 

30  Dungannon 

Hon.  John  Knox 

James  Verner,  refigned 

31  Portarlington 

Frederick  Trench 

William  Gregory,  refigned 

32  Ennilkillen 

Hon,  A.  C.  Hamilton 

Lt,  Col,  G.  Cole,  refigned 

On 
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On  the  31(1  of  December,  1800,  his  majefty  entered  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
when  the  ullier  of  the  black  rod  was  fent  to  defu’e  the  attendance  of  the 
commons. 

Several  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  appeared  at  the  bar,  preceded 
by  the  fpeaker,  who  addrelfed  his  majefty  in  a dignified  and  impreffive  fpeech. 
That  part  of  it  which  related  to  Ireland  was  as  follows; 

“ Thefe,  Sire,  the  laft  proceedings  of  your  parliament  previous  to  the  great 
asra  now  on  the  point  of  commencing,  are  the  indication  and  refult  of  that 
common  intereft  and  fellow-feeling  Avith  the  people,  by  Avhich  it  has  ever 
“ been  afiluated,  and  which  are  the  beft  fafeguard  of  all  that  is  moft  valua- 
“ b!e  in  fociety.  To  that  sera  your  commons  look  forward  with  a confident 
“ expedlation,  that  the  confolidated  wifdom  and  authority  of  tlie  legiflature 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  under  the  aufpicious  government  of  your 
“ majefty,  and  your  illuftrious  houfe,  will  diflfufe,  throughout  every  part  of 
“ the  united  kingdom,  the  full  benefits  of  that  conftitution,  which  has  been 
“ proved  to  be  favorable,  in  an  unexampled  degree,  to  the  enjoyment  of  ci- 
“ vil  liberty  and  public  profperity;  Avhich  cannot  therefore  fail  to  animate 
“ the  zeal  and  determination  of  thofe,  who  may  lhare  its  bleftings,  to  cherifii 
and  maintain  it  during  their  own  times,  and  to  tranfmit  it  as  the  beft  in- 
“ heritance  to  their  pofterity.” 

His  majefty  was  then  pleafed  to  make  the  following  moft  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne  to  both  houfes  of  parliament ; 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I CANNOT  fuffer  this  feflion  to  clofe  without  particu- 
**  lar  acknowledgment  for  the  diftinguilhed  induftry  and  zeal,  with  which  you 
“ have  applied  yourfelves  to  the  interefting  object,  which,  at  the  commence- 
“ ment  of  the  feflion,  I moft  efpecially  recommended  to  your  attention. 

“ It  has  been  my  earneft  wilh,  that  nothing  Ihould  be  omitted,  which 
could  tend  to  relieve  the  preflure  occafioned  by  the  prefent  dearth  of  pro- 
“ vifions,  and  to  infure  a fufficient  fupply  till  the  produce  of  the  next  har- 
veft  can  be  brought  into  ufe. 

“ The  diligence,  with  which  your  enquiries  have  been  conducted,  has  af- 
forded  you  the  beft  means  of  afcertaining  the  true  circumftances  of  our 
“ prefent  fituation;  and  the  extenfive  meafures,  which  you  have  wifely 
“ adopted  in  confequence,  for  the  diminifliing  the  confumption  of  grain, 

and 
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“ and  procuring  an  increafed  fupply,  will,  I doubt  not,  be  found  produ6live 
“ of  the  moft  falutary  effefts. 

“ Much,  however,  inuft  depend  on  the  difpofition  which  will,  I am  confi- 
“ dent,  be  manifefted  by  all  thofe,  who  have  the  means  of  carrying  into 
“ execution  my  folemn  recommendation  and  injun6lion,  iffued  at  your  de- 
“ fire,  for  the  adoption  of  all  pra6licable  ceeonomy  in  the  ufe  of  thofe  articles, 
“ which  are  neceflary  to  the  fubfiftence  of  the  poorer  clalfes  of  my  fubjeds. 

“ The  time  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  the  Union  of  Great  Britain. 
“ and  Ireland  neceffarily  terminates  your  proceedings  on  this  important  fub> 
“ je6l ; but  I am  perfuaded,  that  the  confideration  of  it  will  be  refumed  with 
“ the  fame  zeal  and  temper  on  the  firil  meeting  of  the  parliament  of  the 
“ united  kingdom. 

“ The  early  period  I liave  appointed  for  that  meeting  will  afford  a fpeedy 
opportunity  of  completing  whatever  you  may  have  neceffarily  left  un- 
“ finifhed,  and  of  confidering  what  meafures  may  tend  further  to  alleviate 
“ the  preffure  on  my  people,  or  to  prevent  the  danger  of  its  recurrence.” 

“ Gextlemen  op  the  House  op  Commons, 

“ THE  detention  of  the  property  of  my  fubje6ls  in  the 
**  ports  of  Ruffia,  contrary  to  the  molt  folemn  treaties,  and  the  imprifonment 
“ of  Britifh  failors  in  that  country,  have  excited  in  me  fentiments,  in  which 
“ you  and  all  my  fubjefts  will,  I am  fare,  participate. 

“ I have  already  taken  fuch  fteps  as  this  occafion  indifpenfably  required, 
“ and  it  will  afford  me  great  fatisfadlion  if  they  prove  effedual.  But  if  it 
“ fliould  become  neceffary  to  maintain,  againfl  any  combination,  the  honor 
“ and  independence  of  the  Britifli  empire,  and  thofe  maritime  rights  and  in- 
“ terefts  on  which  both  our  profperity  and  our  fecurity  muft  ahvays  depend, 
I entertain  no  doubt  either  of  the  fuccefs  of  thofe  means,  w'hich,  in  fuch  an 
event,  I lhall  be  enabled  to  exert,  or  of  the  determination  of  my  parlia- 
“ ment  and  my  people  to  afford  me  a fupport  proportioned  to  the  importance 
“ of  the  interefts  Avhich  we  have  to  maintain.” 

Afterwards  the  lord  chancellor,  by  his  majefty's  command,  faid, 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ IT  is  his  majefly’s  command,  that  the  proclamation, 

“ declaring  his  majefty’s  moft  gracious  intention,  fliould  be  read  to  the  mem- 
“ bers  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
“ on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  faid  parliament  fliould  be  affem- 

“ bled 
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“ bled  on  the  22d  day  of  January  next,  be  delivered  in  full  parliament,  and 
“ now  read,  which  clofes  the  prefent  feffion.” 

And  the  faid  proclamation  was  read  by  the  clerk  at  the  table,  as  follows, 
viz. 

“ GEORGE  R. 

“ WHEREAS,  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  articles  of  the 
“ Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  the  fame  are  ratified  and  confirmed 
“ by  two  acts  of  parliament,  the  onepafled  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
“ tain,  intituled.  An  A6tfor  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  have 
“ force  and  etFe6t  from  the  firft  day  of  January  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
“ and  one,  it  is  provided.  That  if  we,  on  or  before  the  faid  firft  day  of  Ja- 
“ nuary,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  on  which  day  the  Union  is 
“ to  take  place  as  aforefaid,  ftiould  declare,  under  the  great  feal  of  Great 
“ Britain,  that  it  is  expedient,  that  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  prefent  par- 
“ liament  of  Great  Britain  fliould  be  the  members  of  the  refpe6tive  houfes  of 
“ the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on 
“ the  part  of  Great  Britain : then  the  faid  lords  and  commons  of  the  prefent 
“ parliament  of  Great  Britain  fhould  accordingly  be  the  members  of  the 
refpeclive  houfes  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  on  the  part 
“ of  Great  Britain  : And  whereas  it  is  our  intention  to  appoint  Thurfday, 
“ the  twenty -fecond  day  of  January  next  enfuing,  for  the  aflembling  of  the 
“ parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  pro- 
“ clamation  under  the  great  feal  of  the  united  kingdom;  we  do  judge  it  to 
“ be  expedient,  that  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  prefent  parliament  of 
“ Great  Britain  fhould  be  the  members  of  the  refpedive  houfes  of  the  firft 
“ parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  : And  we 
“ do,  purfuant  to  the  faid  articles  of  Union,  and  to  the  a6fs  of  parliament 
“ ratifying  and  confirming  the  fame,  hereby  declare,  under  the  great  feal  of 
“ Great  Britain,  that  it  is  expedient,  that  the  lords  and  commons  of  the 
“ prefent  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fliould  be  the  members  of  the  refpedive 
“ houfes  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
“ Ireland,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain;  and  the  lords  and  commons  of  the 
“ prefent  parliament  of  Great  Britain  are  accordingly  to  be  the  members  of 
“ the  refpedive  houfes  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
“ Britain  and  Ireland,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain;  and  the  faid  lords, 
“ fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  are  hereby  required  and  commanded 
VoL.  II.  * u “ to 
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“ to  take  notice  hereof,  and  to  give  their  attendance  accordingly,  at  Well- 
“ minfter,  on  the  faid  twenty-fecond  day  of  January  next  enfuing. 

“ Given  at  our  court  at  St,  James’s,  the  fifth  day  of  November,  one  thou- 
“ fand  eight  hundred,  in  the  forty-firfi:  year  of  our  reign. 

“ GOD  fave  the  KING.” 

Immediately  after  his  majefty  had  left  the  houfe,  he  held  a grand  council, 
in  which  feveral  arrangements  required  by  that  great  event  were  fettled.  In 
honor  of  the  Union  many  promotions  were  made,  and  feveral  new  titles  cre- 
ated. And  on  the  next  day,  viz.  the  firfl  of  January,  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  one,  the  incorporate  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  v^as 
formally  announced  in  the  following  proclamation. 

“ GEORGE  R. 

‘‘  WHEREAS  by  the  lirft  article  of  the  articles  of  Union 
“ of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  two  a6ts  of  par- 
“ liament,  the  one  paffed  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  other  in 
“ the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  refpedtively  inti  tied,  ‘ An  A6l  for  the 
* Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,’  the  faid  kingdoms  of  Great  Bri- 
“ tain  and  Ireland  Ihould  upon  this  day,  being  the  firfl  day  of  January, 
“ in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  for 
••  ever  after  be  united  into  one  kingdom,  by  the  name  of  the  United 
‘‘  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; and  that  the  royal  flyle  and  titles 
“ appertaining  to  the  imperial  crown  of  the  united  kingdom  and  its  de- 
pendencies,  and  alfo  the  enfigns,  armorial  flags,  and  banners  thereof, 
“ fliould  be  fuch  as  we,  by  our  royal  proclamation  under  the  great  feal  of  the 
faid  united  kingdom,  flionld  appoint:  We  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
“ advice  of  our  privy  council,  to  appoint  and  declare,  that  ourro^  al  flyle  and 
“ titles  fliall  henceforth  be  accepted,  taken,  and  ufed  as  the  fime  are  fet  forth 
in  manner  and  form  following;  that  is  to  fay,  the  fame  fliall  be  expreffed 
“ in  the  Latin  tongue,  Britanniarum  Ber,  F'uki  Defenfor-,  and  in  the  Eng- 
“ lilh  tongue  by  thefe  words,  George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the 
“ United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  King,  D fender  of  the  Faith. 
“ And  the  arms  or  enfigns  armorial  of  the  faid  united  kingdom  fliall  be  quar- 
“ terly,  firft  and  fourth  England ; fecond,  Scotland ; third,  Ireland ; and  it 
is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that  there  fliall  be  borne  therewith,  on  an 
“ efcutcheon  of  pretence,  the  arms  of  our  dominions  in  Germany  enfigned 
“ with  the  Electoral  bonnet.  And  it  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that  the 
ftandard  of  tho  united  kingdom  fliall  be  the  fame  quartering  as  are  here- 

“ in  before 
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inbefore  declared  to  be  the  arms  or  enfigns  armorial  of  the  laid  united 
“ kingdom,  with  the  efcutcheon  of  pretence  thereon  hereinbefore  defcribed  ; 

and  that  tlie  union  flag  fliall  be  azure,  the  croffes,  faltires  of  St.  Andrew, 
“ and  St.  Patrick  quarterly  per  faltire,  counterchanged,  argent  and  gules  ; 
“ the  latter  imbriated  of  the  fecond,  furmounted  by  the  crofs  of  St.  George 
of  the  third,  as  the  faltire.  And  our  will  and  pleafure  further  is,  that  the 
“ Ryle  and  titles  aforefaid,  and  alfo  the  arms  or  enligns  armorial  aforefaid, 
Ihall  be  ufed  henceforth,  as  far  as  conveniently  may  be,  on  all  occafions 
“ wherein  our  royal  Ryle  and  title,  and  arms  or  enfigns  armorial,  ought  to  be 
“ ufed.  But,  neverthelefs,  it  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that  all  Rich  gold,  filver, 
“ and  copper  monies  as,  on  the  day  before  this  firR  day  of  January,  onethou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  one,  were  current  and  lawful  monies  of  Great 
“ Britain,  and  all  fuch  gold,  filver,  and  copper  monies  as  fliall,  on  or  after 
“ this  day,  be  coined  by  our  authority,  with  the  like  imprefllons,  until  our 
V “ will  and  pleafure  fliall  be  otherwife  declared,  fliall  be  deemed  and  taken 
“ to  be  current  and  lawful  monies  of  the  united  kingdom  in  Great  Britain  ; 

and  that  all  fuch  gold,  filver,  and  copper  monies  as,  on  the  day  before  this 
“ firR  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  were  current 
“ and  lawful  monies  of  Ireland,  and  alfo  all  fuch  gold  and  filver  and  copper 
“ monies  as  fliall,  on  or  after  this  day,  be  coined  by  our  authority  with  the 
like  imprelfions,  until  our  will  and  pleafure  fliall  be  otherwife  declared,  fliall 
“ be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  current  and  lawful  monies  of  the  faid  united 
kingdom  in  Ireland ; and  all  fuch  monies  as  fliall  have  been  coined  for 
“ and  iflued  in  any  of  the  dominions  of  the  faid  united  kingdom,  and  de- 
“ dared  by  our  proclamation  to  be  current  and  lawful  money  of  fuch  donii- 
“ nions  refpedively,  bearing  our  Ryle,  or  titles,  or  arms,  or  enfigns  armorial, 
“ or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  and  all  monies  which  fliall  hereafter  be  coined 
“ and  iflued  according  to  fuch  proclamations,  fliall  continue  to  be  lawful 
and  current  money  of  fuch  dominions  refpedively,  notwithftanding  fuch 
change  in  our  Ryle,  titles,  and  arms,  or  armorial  bearings  refpectively  as 
aforefaid,  until  our  pleafure  fliall  be  further  declared  thereupon.  And  all 
“ and  every  fuch  monies  as  aforefaid  fliall  be  received  and  taken  in  payment 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  refpectively,  and  in  the  dominions  thereunto 
“ belonging  after  the  date  of  this  our  proclamation,  in  fuch  manner,  and 
“ of  the  like  value  and  denomination  as  the  fame  were  received  and  taken 
before  the  date  hereof  And  it  is  alfo  our  will  and  pleafure,  that  the  feveral 
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“ dies  and  marks,  which  have  been  ufed  to  denote  the  Ramp  duties,  and  all 
“ other  ftamps  and  marks  and  inftruments,  which,  before  the  iffuing  of  this 
“ our  proclamation,  fliall  have  been  in  a6lual  ufe  for  any  public  purpofe,  and 
“ in  which  our  royal  Ryle  and  titles,  or  our  arms  or  enfigns  armorial,  or  any 
“ parts  or  part  thereof  refpeclively,  may  be  exprefled,  fliall  not,  by  reafon 
“ of  this  or  any  other  proclamation,  or  any  thing  therein  contained,  be 
“ changed  or  altered,  until  the  fame  may  be  conveniently  fo  changed  or 
“ altered,  or  until  our  pleafure  fliall  be  further  declared  thereupon;  but 
“ that  all  Rich  dies,  Ramps,  marks,  and  inflruments  refpe6lively,  bearing  our 
“ royal  Ryle  and  titles,  or  arms  or  enfigns  armorial,  ufed  before  this  firft  day 
“ of  January,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  or  any  parts  or  part  of 
“ Rich  Ryle,  titles,  or  Rich  arms  or  enfigns  armorial,  fliall  have  the  like  force 
“ and  effedl  as  the  fame  had  before  the  faid  firR  day  of  January  inRant. 

“ Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James’s,  the  firR  day  of  January,  one  thoufand 
“ eight  hundred  and  one,  in  the  forty-firR  year  of  our  reign. 

“ GOD  fave  the  KING.”* 

Thus  was  accompliflied  the  incorporate  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, an  event  dreaded  by  our  enemies,  and  therefore  to  be  cheriflied  by 
every  true  and  loyal  fubjeft  of  his  niajeRy,  as  affording  the  fure  means  of 
conciliating  the  affeftions,  confolidating  the  energies,,  and  promoting  the 
profperity  of  every  part  of  the  Britifli  empire. 

* On  the  fame  day  was  publiflied  another  proclamation,  declaring  what  enfigns  and  colours 
fliould  be  borne  at  fea,  in  merchants  fhips  or  veflels  belonging  to  his  majefty’s  fubjedls  of  the 
united  kingdom,  for  which  fee  Appendix,  No.  CXXIV. 
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No.  LXX. 

The  Difference  between  Meffrs.  Flood  and  Grattan  : from  the  Debates  in  the 
Irijh  Houfe  of  Commons,  2 Vol.  p.  35  to  6l,  &c. 

(Historical  Review,  &c,  P.  48.) 

Mr.  FLOOD. — I find  myfelf  little  capable  of  fpeaking  to  this  queftlon, 
opprefled  with  ficknefs  as  I am ; not  in  the  leaf!  degree  expe6ling  fuch  a 
queftion  this  night,  and  more  allonifhed  than  ever  I was  in  my  life,  to  find 
the  leaf!;  fymptom  of  oppofition  arifing  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe.  The 
oppofition  to  it  fliould  originate  here,  for  the  refolution  does  not  go  as  far  as 
it  ought  to  do.  In  Lord  Townfliend’s  adminiftration,  a refolution  was  pro- 
pofed,  “ that  the  condition  of  this  country  required  every  pradlicable  re- 
“ tr^enchment  to  be  made  in  its  expences and  the  adminiftration  of  that 
day  thought  they  hiid  done  enough,  and  allowed  themfeh^es  latitude  fufli- 
cient,  by  amending  it  with  the  words — confiftent  M’ith  the  welfare  thereof, 
and  the  honorable  fupport  of  his  majefly’s  government ; though  the  refolu- 
tion fo  amended,  flood  then  exa6fly  like  the  prefent  motion.  (Here  the  clerk, 
at  Mr.  Flood’s  defire,  read  the  former  refolution.)  But  I think  this  motion 
ftill  allows  too  great  an  inlet  to  public  profufion.  Some  men  will  think  of 
their  own  welfare,  when  the  welfare  of  the  country  is  the  object,  and  include 
their  own  fupport  within  the  honorable  fupport  of  his  majefty’s  government; 
I did  not,  therefore,  think  any  man  on  the  fide  of  adminiftration  would  have 
oppofed  the  motion ; I rather  fuppofed  they  would  have  called  out  in 
triumph  to  let  it  pafs;  they  would  have  exulted  to  fee  “ the  new  commons, 
Vol.  II.  0 a “ the 
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“ the  new  country,”  Ireland,  in  its  emancipated  and  dignified  ftate,  tolerate 
the  nonfenfe  that  was  current  in  Lord  Townfiiend’s  adminiftration. 

I am  as  willing  as  any  man  to  pay  compliment  to  miniftry,  both  here  and 
in  England,  to  allow  them  every  degree  of  credit  for  their  honorable  inten- 
tions; I have  not  the  fmalleft  ground  of  animofity  or  refen  tment  to  them, 
and  when  I hear  oeconomy  recommended  from  the  throne,  ahnoft  in  the 
words  of  the  honorable  baronet,  I am  aftonilhed  at  an  oppofition  to  his  mo- 
tion. Indeed,  I believe  the  words  of  that  recommendation  were  by  fome 
accident  mifplaced,  or  that  government  has  not  digelled  the  plan  of  retrench- 
ment ; they  fiiould  not  have  followed  immediately  the  mention  of  the  Ge- 
nevan colony,  a body  of  virtuous  men,  who  to  avoid  the  moll  ignominious, 
flavery,  have  fought  an  afylum  in  the  arms  of  this  country.  It  was  not  the 
proper  place  to  ufe  the  word  oeconomy : it  there  difgraces  the  virtuous  and 
generous  act  of  men,  wdio  have  juft  recovered  their  own  liberty ; by  placing 
it  there,  we  may  lofe  a great  deal  of  honor,  but  can  fave  very  little  money. 
But  it  is  not  to  fuch  little  things  u e are  to  look  for  relief ; our  retrenchments 
Ihould  reach  eltablifinnents,  and  not  like  England  plunge  deeper  each  day  in 
ruin.  ^liniftry  both  here  and  in  that  kingdom,  have  been  often  warned  of 
the  fatal  confequences  that  mufi;  follow,  but  thefe  v^arnings  have  been  treated 
as  the  vifions  of  fpeculative  men.  England,  that  great  and  mighty  country, 
now  ftaggers  under  a load  of  debt,  diftreffed  and  difmembered,  her  expcnces 
overwhelm  her ; and  where  is  the  man  who  will  fay,  fire  fiiall  be  redeemed  ? 
^\llere  is  the  man  who  will  fay,  I will  redeem  her,  and  will  fay  how?  Though 
every  little  minifter,  or  every  little  man  who  imagines  he  is  a minifter,  is 
ready  to  undertake  the  management  of  her  aftairs  : vdiere  is  the  man  who  will 
fay,  that  Ireland  ought  to  have  a peace  eftablilhment  of  1 5,000  men  ? When 
the  augmentation  took  place  in  Lord  Torvnfiiend’s  adminifiration,  this  coun- 
try was  unable  to  bear  it,  and  fmee  that  day  we  have  been  involving  her 
deeper  and  deeper,  becaufe  w^e  at  firft  engaged  her  in  an  undertaking  beyond 
her  ftrength.  When  all  the  world  united  againft  Britain,  and  fire  was  fur- 
rounded  with  enemies  on  every  fide,  we  gave  way  to  the  feelings  of  our  hearts 
and  fpared  her  4000  men;  and  fome  time  after  in  the  moment  de  Jia grant e 
hdlo^  Ave  granted  her  more  than  half  our  remaining  troops;  if  then  in  time 
of  Avar  the  country  could  fubfift  Avithout  troops,  Avill  any  man  fay,  that  in 
time  of  profound  peace  fiie  ought  to  fupport  15,000  men?  No,  noAv  is  the 
time  for  reducing  your  military  eftablilhment ; let  your  intention  be  knoAvn 
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this  day,  that  the  right  honorable  fecretary  may  have  time  to  communicate 
with  England ; if  you  negleft  the  prefent  opportunity,  no  minifter  hereafter 
will  have  even  a pretence  for  reftoring  the  finances  of  this  country. 

I am  no  partizan  either  here  or  in  England,  I can  gain  nothing  by  it;  I 
am  ready  in  either  place,  like  a man,  to  fupport  minifters  while  they  are  right; 
and  whenever  they  are  wrong,  to  oppofe  them,  and  relift  their  meafures.  At 
prefent  I hope  my  honorable  friend  will  allow  me  to  alter  his  motion,  and 
ftate  a precife  idea;  I would  have  it  run  thus:  “ Refolved,  That  the  condi- 
‘‘  tion  of  this  country  requires  every  pradlicable  retrenchment,  &c.  and  that 
“ the  military  eftablilhment  in  its  prefent  ftate,  aftbrds  room  for  elfectual 

retrenchment.” 

I love  the  army  as  a body  of  brave  and  worthy  men,  but  I would  not 
facrifice  the  kingdom  to  their  benefit.  Now,  Sir,  if  minifters  really  mean 
ceconomy,  they  will  agree  with  this  amendment  of  mine ; if  not,  they  will 
amufe  us  with  the  words  only. 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby. — Sir,  I can  fee  as  plainly  as  any  man  the  intent  of 
the  reflexions  thrown  upon  your  predeceflbr  in  the  chair ; and  I muft  fay, 
as  to  the  mover  of  this  refolution,  that  no  difapprobation  of  his  gives  me  any 
but  a pleafurable  fenfation,  and  I do  at  all  times  feel  that  fupreme  contempt 
for  his  difapprobation  and  opinion,  which  I now  take  the  liberty  to  declare. 
iMr.  Ponfonby  then  entered  into  a defence  of  his  father’s  (the  late  fpeaker) 
conduX;  he  recited  the  hiftory  of  that  time.  He  faid,  that  ISIr.  Flood  had 
exerted  himfelf  to  fupport  his  father’s  intereft  againft  Lord  Townlhend’s  at- 
tacks; and  afl-ced,  why,  when  virtue  in  the  lhape  of  Lord  Townfliend  had 
overturned  intereft,  the  alleged  fyftem  of  profufion  had  not  been  overturned 
alfo?  He  declared  his  firm  reliance  on  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  his  friends, 
that  they  intended  an  efteXual  and  fatisfaXory  reform;  and  concluded,  that 
if  the  honorable  baronet  thought  the  circle  in  which  he  fat  was  compofed  of 
men  grown  old  in  iniquity,  it  would  be  but  charitable  for  him  to  come 
amongft  them,  as  only  from  his  virtuous  contaX  and  indefatigable  labours, 
tliey  could  hope  to  be  brought  into  the  road  of  righteoufnefs. 

Mr.  Flood  faid,  he  had  not  fupported  j\Ir.  Ponfonby’s  interefi,  but  he  had 
oppofed  Lord  Townfliend’s  adminiftration ; he  faid  this  to  exculpate  ^Ir. 
Ponfonby  from  the  charge  of  ingratitude,  for  when  he  had  felt  the  hand  of 
power,  Mr.  Po.Tonby  had  not  fupported  him;  but  he  never  looked  at  fuch 
little  things  as  the  intereft  of  particular  men  of  parties  ; they  appeared  great 
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indeed  to  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  them,  but  in  the  eyes  of  the  man 
Avho  contemplates  the  public  welfare,  they  vanilh  into  nothing.  Had  I,  faid 
he,  been  his  father’s  fupporter,  the  honorable  gentleman  but  ill  requited  me, 
when  in  his  loudeft  tone,  he  cried  out  to  have  me  difmiffed,  and  feemed  to  re- 
proach miniflers  with  pufillanimity  for  delaying  the  fentenee.  He  declared, 
indeed,  that  he  had  no  perfonal  diflike  to  me,  but  it  was  only  to  oblige  one 
or  two  particular  friends;  yet  the  gentleman  boafts  of  Whig  principles, 
Whig  connexions;  Whig  friends  he  may  juftly  boaft,  but  fuch  condudl  was 
a manifeftation  of  Whig  apoftacy.  God  and  Nature  have  eftabliflied  this 
limit  to  power,  it  cannot  long  fubfift  diverted  of  redfitude.  Do  we  mean  to 
take  up  the  words  of  retrenchment  ourfelves,  or  will  we  leave  it  to  others  to 
oeconomize  for  us  ? If  we  proceed  upon  this  bufinefs,  the  people  will  ftand 
grateful  and  admiring  fpedfators  of  our  progrefs ; if  not,  they  may  perhaps 
take  it  up  themfelves  : let  us  then  ad  honeftly,  let  us  tell  Great  Britain  what 
no  man  can  deny,  that  the  military  is  the  place  to  make  retrenchment.  I 
will  fuppofe  miniflers  as  good  as  any  man  can  wirti,  but  ’tis  our  duty  to  give 
them  opportunity  of  exercifing  their  honeft  intentions. 

J/r.  Grattan. — I fliall  not  trouble  you  long,  nor  take  up  the  time  of  the 
houfe,  by  apologizing  for  bodily  inrtrmity,  or  the  affedation  of  infirmity.  I 
lhall  not  fpeak  of  myfelf,  or  enter  into  a defence  of  my  charader,  having 
never  apoftatized.  I think  it  is  not  neceflary  for  the  houfe  now  to  inverti- 
gate  what  we  know  to  be  fad.  I think  it  would  be  better  to  go  into  the 
bufinefs,  as  the  houfe  did  upon  another  occalion,  without  the  formality  of  the 
committee’s  report.  As  to  myfelf,  the  honorable  reward  that  a grateful  na- 
tion has  bertowed  upon  me,  for  ever  binds  me  to  make  every  return  in  my 
power,  and  particularly  to  oppofe  eveiy  unneceffary  expence.  I am  far  from 
thinking  with  the  honorable  gentleman,  as  to  the  fpeech,  and  I believe  he 
will  find  inftances  where  oeconomy  has  been  recommended  from  the  throne, 
but  prodigality  pradifed.  This  was  the  cafe  in  Lord  Harcourt’s  adminiftra- 
tion.  An  adminiftration  which  had  the  fupport  of  the  honorable  gentleman ; 
and  therefore  he,  of  all  men,  cannot  be  at  a lofs  to  rejed  that  illufory  oeco- 
nomy, which  has  fo  often  appeared  in  the  fpeeches  of  lord  lieutenants.  With 
refped  to  the  Genevefe,  I never  could  have  thought  it  poflible  to  give  thq 
fpeech  fuch  a bias  as  has  been  mentioned,  and  that  people  will  be  deceived, 
if  they  give  credit  to  any  declamation  tliat  infers  from  the  words  of  the 
fpeech,  any  thing  but  an  honeft  oeconomy  in  applying  the  public  money 

fairly 


APPENDIX. 


f 


5 


fairly  to  their  ufe.  The  nation  has  derived  great  honor  from  this  tranfaftion, 
and  I Avould  be  forry  to  have  it  tarniflied  by  inference  and  infinuation. 

In  177E  when  the  burdens  of  the  country  were  comparatively  fmall,  I 
made  a motion  fimilar  to  this ; the  honorable  gentleman  then  oppofed  me. 
I have  his  fanction,  now,  that  I was  right,  and  he  v^as  wrong ; and  I fay  this, 
that  though  gentlemen  mav  for  a while  vote  againft  retrenchments,  they  will 
at  laft  fee  tlie  neceffity  of  them.  Yet  while  I think  retrenchments  abfolutely 
neceflary,  I am  not  very  fure,  that  this  is  juft  the  time  to  make  it  in  the 
arm}';  now  when  England  has  aded  juftly,  I will  not  fay  generoufly ; now 
when  file  has  loft  her  empire  ; when  flie  ftill  feels  the  wounds  of  the  laft  un- 
happy war,  and  comforts  herfelf  onl}'  with  the  faithful  friendfhip  of  Ireland.' 
If  in  1769,  when  the  liberties  of  Ireland  were  denied,  and  thofe  of  America 
in  danger,  it  was  thought  unadvifeable  to  retrench  our  army,  there  can  be 
no  fuch  reafon  to  reduce  it  now,  when  both  are  acknowledged  and  con- 
firmed. When  we  voted  4000  men  to  butcher  our  brethren  in  America,  the 
honorable  gentleman  fliould  have  oppofed  that  vote ; but  perhaps  he  will  be 
able  to  explain  the  propriety  of  fending  4000  Irifhmen  thither.  But  why 
not  look  for  retrenchment  in  the  revenue  and  other  departments.  In  my 
mind,  the  proper  mode  would  be,  to  form  a fair  eftimate  of  what  would  be 
a reafonable  peace  eftablifhment,  and  reduce  our  feveral  departments  to  it. 

il/r.  Flood. — The  right  honorable  member  can  have  no  doubt  of  the  pro- 
priety of  my  faying  a word  in  reply  to  what  he  has  delivered  ; every  member 
in  that  houfe  can  bear  witnefs  of  the  infirmity  I mentioned,  and  therefore,  it 
required  but  little  candour  to  make  a nodlurnal  attack  upon  that  infirmity; 
but  I am  not  afraid  of  the  right  honorable  member,  I will  meet  him  any 
where,  or  upon  any  ground,  by  night  or  by  day.  I would  ftand  poorly  in 
my  own  eftimation,  and  in  my  country’s  opinion,  if  I did  not  ftand  far  above 
him.  I do  not  come  here  drefl’ed  in  a rich  'wardrobe  of  words  to  delude  the 
people  ; I am  not  one  who  has  promifed  repeatedly  to  bring  in  a bill  of  rights, 
yet  does  not  bring  in  that  bill  or  permit  any  other  perfon  to  do  it ; I am  not 
one  who  threatened  to  impeach  the  chief  juftice  of  the  King’s  Bench  for 
afting  under  an  Englifii  law,  and  afterwards  ftirunk  from  that  bufmefs ; I 
am  not  the  author  of  the  fiinple  repeal;  I am  not  one  who,  after  faying  the 
parliament  was  a parliament  of  proftitutes,  endeavoured  to  make  their  voices 
fubfervient  to  my  intereft;  I am  not  one  who  would  come  at  midnight,  and 
attempt  by  a vote  of  this  houfe  to  ftifle  the  voice  of  the  people,  which  my 
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egregious  folly  had  raifed  againfl;  me ; I am  not  the  gentleman  who  fubfifts. 
upon  your  accounts ; I am  not  the  mendicant  patriot  who  was  bought  by 
my  country  for  a fum  of  money,  and  then  fold  my  country  for  prompt  j)ay- 
ment;  I am  not  the  man  ndio  in  this  houfe  loudly  complained  of  an  infringe- 
ment made  by  England,  in  including  Ireland  in  a bill,  and  then  fent  a cer- 
tificate to  Dungannon  that  Ireland  was  not  included  ; I never  was  bought  by 
the  people,  nor  ever  fold  them;  the  gentleman  fays,  he  never  apollatized,  but  I 
fay  I never  changed  my  principles  : let  every  man  fay  the  fame,  and  let  the 
people  believe  them  if  they  can.  But  if  it  be  fo  bad  a thing  to  take  an  office 
in  the  ftate,  how  comes  the  gentleman  connedled  with  perfons  in  office.  . 
They,  I hope,  are  men  of  virtue,  or  how  come  the  gentleman  fo  clofely  con- 
nedted  with  Colonel  Fitzpatrick.  I objedl  to  no  man  for  being  in  office ; a 
patriot  in  office  is  the  more  a patriot  for  being  there.  There  was  a time 
when  the  glories  of  the  great  Duke  of  Alarlborough  flirunk  and  withered 
before  thofe  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman ; when  palaces  fuperior  to 
Blenheim  Avere  to  be  built  for  his  reception,  when  pyramids  and  pillars  were 
to  be  raifed,  and  adorned  with  emblems  and  infcriptions  facred  to  his  virtue; 
but  the  pillars  and  pyramids  are  now  funk,  though  then  the  great  Earl  of 
Chatham  was  held  inferior  to  him;  however,  he  is  fiill  fo  great,  that  the 
queen  of  France,  I dare  fay,  Avill  have  a long  made  on  the  name  of  Grattan. 

Lord  Harcourt  pradtifed  oeconomy — but  what  was  the  occonomyof  the  Duke 
of  Portland  ? 100,000/.  Avas  voted  to  raife  20,000  feamen,  though  it  Avas  Avell 
knoAvn,  that  one-third  of  that  number  could  not  be  raifed;  and  AA’hat  Avas 
the  application  of  the  money  ? It  Avas  applied  to  the  raifing  of  the  execrated 
fencibles. 

It  is  faid,  I fupported  Lord  Flarcourt’s  adminifiration ; it  is  true,  but  I 
neA’er  deferted  my  principles,  but  carried  them  into  the  cabinet  Avith  me.  A 
gentleman,  Avho  now  hears  me,  knoAvs  that  I propofed  to  the  privy  council  an 
Irifli  mutiny  bill,  and  that  not  Avith  a view  of  any  parliamentary  grant.  I 
fupported  an  abfentee  tax ; and  Avhile  I Avas  in  office,  regiftered  my  princi- 
ples in  the  books  of  gOA'ernment;  and  the  moment  I could  not  influence 
goATinment  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  I ceafed  to  a6t  Avith  them.  I 
a6ted  for  myfelf ; I Avas  the  firfl  Avho  ever  told  them,  that  an  Irilli  mutiny 
bill  muft  be  granted.  If  this  country  is  noAV  fatisfied,  is  it  owing  to  that 
gentleman  ? No ; the  fimple  repeal,  difapproved  and  fcouted  by  all  the  laAv- 
yeis  in  England  and  in  Ireland,  flieAVs  the  contrary ; and  the  only  apology 
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he  can  make  is,  that  he  is  no  lawyer  at  all.  A man  of  warm  imagination 
and  brilliant  fancy  will  fometimes  be  dazzled  with  his  own  ideas,  and  may 
for  a moment  fall  into  error ; but  a man  of  found  head  could  not  make  fo 
egregious  a miftake,  and  a man  of  an  honeft  heart  would  not  perfift  in  it  after 
it  was  difcovered.  I have  now  done  : and  give  me  leave  to  fay,  if  the  gen- 
tleman enters  often  into  this  kind  of  colloquy  with  me,  he  will  not  have  much 
to  boaft  of  at  the  end  of  the  feffion. 

Mr.  Grattan. — In  refpect  to  the  houfe,  I could  with  to  avoid  perfonality, 
and  return  to  the  queftlon,  but  I muft  requeft  liberty  to  explain  fome  circum- 
ftances  alluded  to  by  the  honorable  member:  the  honorable  member  has  al- 
luded to  St.  Chriftopher’s  bill,  I will  declare  the  fact — he  may  tell  aftory: 
when  I received  a copy  of  that  bill,  it  gave  me  much  pain  and  much  olfence; 
I thought  I faw  the  old  intention  of  binding  Ireland  by  Englifli  laws;  I 
therefore  fpoke  to  that  effe6t  in  this  houfe ; I alfo  fhewed  the  bill  to  all  the 
moft  able  and  virtuous  men  in  this  kingdom,  who  were  of  opinion,  that  my 
fuggeftion  was  wrong ; under  this  opinion  I acquiefced,  and  the  opinion  has 
juftified  it:  as  to  coming  at  midnight  to  obtain  a vote,  impofing  filence  on 
the  people,  I deny  it;  it  was  mis-ftated  in  the  papers,  my  refolution  was  to 
declare  this  country  free,  and  that  any  perfon  who  diould  fpeak  or  write  to 
the  contrary,  was  a public  enemy.  All  the  houfe,  all  the  revered  and  re- 
fpected  characters  in  this  kingdom  heard  me,  and  know  what  I fay  is  true. 
But  it  is  not  the  (lander  of  a bad  tongue  of  a bad  character  that  can  defame 
me,  I maintain  my  reputation  in  public  and  in  private  life ; no  man,  who  has 
not  a bad  character  can  fay  I ever  deceived  him,  no  country  has  ever  called 
me  cheat.  I will  fuppofe  a public  character,  a man  not  now  in  this  houfe, 
but  who  formerly  might  have  been  here ; I will  fuppofe  it  was  his  conftant 
practice  to  abufe  every  man  who  differed  from  him,  and  to  betray  every  man 
who  truftcd  him  ; I will  fuppofe  him  aCtive,  I will  begin  from  his  cradle,  and 
divide  his  life  into  three  ftages — in  the  firft  he  was  intemperate,  in  the  fecond 
corrupt,  and  in  the  third  feditious. 

Suppofe  him  a great  egotilt,  his  honor  equal  to  his  oath,  and  I will  (lop  him 
and  fay.  Sir,  your  talents  are  not  fo  great  as  your  life  is  infamous;  you  were 
filent  for  years,  and  you  were  filent  for  money  : when  affairs  of  confequence 
to  the  nation  were  debating,  you  might  be  fecn  pa(fing  by  thefe  doors  like  a 
guilty  fpirit,  juft  waiting  for  the  moment  of  putting  the  queftion,  that  you 
might  hop  in  and  give  your  venal  vote;  or,  at  times,  with  a vulgar  brogue, 
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apeing  the  manner,  and  affecting  the  infirmities  of  Lord  Chatham;  or  like  a 
kettle  drummer,  lather  yourfelf  into  popularity  to  catch  the  vulgar;  or  you 
might  be  feen  hovering  over  the  dome,  like  an  ill-omened  bird  of  night,  with 
fepulchral  notes,  a cadaverous  afpe6t,'and  broken  beak,  ready  to  Hoop  and 
pounce  upon  your  prey:  you  can  be  trufted  by  no  man;  the  people  cannot 
truflyou;  the  minifiers  cannot  truft  you;  you  deal  out  the  mod  impartial 
treachery  to  both;  you  tell  the  nation  it  is  ruined  by  other  men,  while  it  is 
fold  by  you;  you  fled  from  the  embargo;  you  fled  from  the  mutiny  bill;  you 
fled  from  the  fugar  bill ; I therefore  tell  you  in  the  face  of  your  country, 
before  all  the  world,  and  to  your  beard,  you  are  not  an  honeft  man. 

Mr.  Flood. — I have  heard  a very  extraordinary  harangue  indeed,  and  I 
challenge  any  man  to  fay,  that  any  thing  half  lb  unwarrantable  was  ever 
uttered  in  this  houfe.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  fet  out  with  declaring, 
he  did  not  wifli  to  ufe  peifonality,  and  no  fooner  has  he  opened  his  mouth, 
than  forth  iffues  all  the  venom  that  ingenuity  and  difappointed  vanity,  for 
two  years  brooding  over  corruption,  has  produced;  but  it  cannot  taint  my 
public  chara6fer ; four  and  twenty  years  employed  in  your  fervice  has  efta- 
blifhed  that;  and  as  to  my  private,  let  that  be  learned  from  my  tenants,  from 
my  friends,  fiom  thofe  under  my  own  roof;  to  thofe  I appeal,  and  this  appeal 
I boldly  make,  with  utter  contempt  of  infinuations,  falfe  as  they  are  illiberal. 
The  whole  force  of  what  has  been  faid,  refts  upon  this,  that  I once  accepted 
office,  and  this  is  called  apoHacy  ; but  is  a man  the  lefs  a patriot,  for  being  an 
honeft fer van t of  the  crown.  As  to  me,  1 took  as  great  apart  with  the  firfl 
office  of  the  Hate  at  my  back,  as  ever  the  right  honorable  gentlennui  did  with 
mendicancy  behind  him. 

Mr.  Flood  proceeded  to  defend  his  charabler,  when,  at  a paufe,  the  fpeaker 
took  the  opportunity  to  interfere,  and  with  the  utmoH  politenefs,  and  in  the 
kindeft  manner,  entreated  him  to  forbear,  declaring,  tliat  he  had  fuffered  in- 
expreffible  pain  during  this  conteH;  and  that  nothing  but  the  calls  of  the 
houfe  to  hear  the  two  members,  could  have  made  him  fo  long  fit  filent.  He 
again  befought  Mr.  Flood  to  fit  down,  and  the  houfe  joining  with  the  chair, 
that  gentleman,  after  fundry  efforts  to  fpeak,  was  obliged  to  dcfiH,  and  foon 
after  retired. 

]\Ir.  Flood  was  fought  for  that  night  by  his  kinfman  Sir  Frederick  Flood, 
but  could  not  be  found.  On  the  iH  of  November,  1785,  he  came  to  the  houfe 
and  thus  refumed  the  fubjeH. 

Sir, 
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*Sir,  I wifli  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  fpeaking  a few  words  to  you, 
and  addreffing  a few  to  the  houfe,  upon  the  lituation  in  which  I left  the  houfe 
laft  Tuefday.  You  heard,  Sir,  and  the  public  heard  me,  the  fubject,  as  I 
think,  of  an  unwarrantable  attack.  I rofe  to  defend  myfelf,  I am  fure  with 
temper.  I am  not  lightly  moved  ; and  I think  I fhould  be  lightly  moved,  in- 
deed, it  I could  have  been  moved  by  that.  I was  however  interrupted,  though 
I did  not  bring  any  fidtitious  fubjedt  before  you,  or  fet  out  without  the  leaft 
appearance  of  any  argument.  In  confequence  of  interruption,  Sir,  I left  the 
houfe  ; but  foon  after  I underftood,  that  the  houfe  thought  proper  to  fay, 
they  would  give  me  liberty  to  proceed,  and  I wifli  to  take  the  earlieft  oppor- 
tunity of  returning  them  my  thanks  for  that  permiifion.  At  the  fame  time, 
Sir,  that  I return  my  thanks  for  that  permiifion,  I hope  they  will  fuffer  me 
to  render  it  not  an  empty  indulgence,  but,  upon  the  prefentoccalion,  to  take 
up  the  fubjedt  where  I left  it  laft  night.  (Mr.  Toler  rofe  to  order ; but  IVIr. 
Flood  proceeded.)  I hope  gentlemen  will  not  interrupt  me:  when  they  find 
me  going  out  of  order,  when  they  find  me  drawing  fictitious  charadters,  let 
them  ftop  me  ; when  I fay  any  thing  unparliamentary  ; when  I recal  the  af- 
perity  of  that  day,  which,  whilft  I defpife,  I mull  difapprove,  I rife  in  de- 
fence of  what  I think  an  injured  charadter.  As  I have  endeavoured  to  de5v_^ 
fend  the  rights  of  this  country  for  twenty-four  years,  I hope, They  will  per- 
mit me  to  defend  my  reputation.  My  life,  Sir,  has  b^Cir  divided  into  three 
parts,  and  it  has  been  difpatched  by  three  epithctci : one  part.  Sir,  that  which 
preceded  Lord  Harcourt’s  adminiftration ; another,  which  palfed  between 
Lord  Harcourt’s  and  Lord  ^(^Sirlifle’s ; and  the  third,  which  is  fubfequent. 
The  firft  has  a finy’T-a-i)'  juftice,  or  injuftice  done  to  it,  by  being  faid  to  bein- 
tciuperate ; the  fecond  is  treated  in  like  manner,  by  being  faid  to  be  venal ; 
and  the  condudt  of  the  third  is  faid  to  be  that  of  an  incendiary. 

Jllr.  O'Hara.  To  order ; it  is  againft  order  to  fpeak  of  what  palfed  on  a for- 
mer day,  not  that  any  thing  the  honorable  gentleman  has  faid  now  is  im- 
proper, but  that  the  order  of  the  houfe  forbids  a reference  to  the  debates  of 
a former  day. 

Mr.  Flood.  I take  this  matter  up,  upon  the  ground  of  an  interrupted  de- 
bate ; it  is  in  that  light  it  comes  within  order.  I have  a right  to  begin  where 
I was  interrupted ; but,  Sir,  there  are  fome  cafes  of  fo  particular  a nature, 
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that  a ftn6t  adherence  to  a general  order,  would  be  the  height  of  injuftice. 
In  the  attack  made  upon  my  perfon,  I went  back,  not  only  to  the  arguments 
of  two  or  three  days  before,  but  to  the  condudl  of  twenty  years  antecedent ; 
therefore.  Sir,  I hope,  that  if  animadverfions  of  twenty  years  are  alloM^ed  to 
one,  I may  have  an  opportunity  of  referring  to  arguments  ufed  three  days 
ago  : with  refpedl  to  that  period  of  my  life,  which  is  difpatched  for  the  word 
intemperate,  I beg  gentlemen  would  confider  the  fituation  of  public  cha- 
rafters,  if  that  is  to  be  their  treatment ; that  period  takes  in  a number  of 
years,  and  in  which  the  public  were  pleafed  to  give  me  their  fentence  of  ap- 
probation. Sir,  it  includes,  for  I willi  to  fpeak  to  fafts,  not  to  take  it  up 
upon  epithets,  it  includes  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s,  Lord  Halifax’s,  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland’s,  Lord  Hertford’s,  and  Lord  Townlhend’s. 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  faft  of  intemperance,  I will  ftate  to  you  how  that  (lands, 
and  let  the  gentleman  fee  how  a plain  tale  (hall  put  him  down.  Of  thofe 
five  adminiftrations,  there  were  three  I could  not  be  faid,  in  any  fenfe  of  the 
word,  to  oppofe  them  at  all ; I mean  the  three  firft.  I certainly  voted  againfl; 
the  fecretary  of  the  day,  but  oftener  voted  with  him.  In  Lord  Hertford’s  ad- 
miniftration,  I had  attained  to  a certain  view  and  decided  opinion  of  what 
in  my  mind,  to  be  done  for  this  country.  I had  fixed  upon  the 
great  objefts  o - utility.  I endeavoured  to  attain  them,  with  that 

fpirit  and  energy,  wi!}-^  which  it  is  my  charafter  and  nature  to  fpeak  and 
to  aft ; as  I muft  take  the  di^-^^lvantages  of  my  nature,  I will  take  the  advan- 
tages of  it  too.  Thefe  three  great  were  refilled  by  that  admin illration  : 

what  was  the  confequence?  A conflift  arole 'between  that  adminiftration  and 

me;  but  that  conflift  ought  not  to  be  called  oppolitiouC!^-^iv  part ; no,  it 

ought  rather  to  be  called  oppofition  on  theirs ; I was  the  propounder,  and 
they  refifted  my  propofitions.  This  may  be  called  a conflift,  not  an  oppofi- 
tion to  that  adminiftration.  What  were  thofe  three  objefts  ? One  was  to 
prove,  that  the  conftitutiou  of  parliament  in  this  kingdom  did  ftill  exift ; 
that  it  had  not  been  taken  away  by  the  law  of  Poynings,  but  that  it  was  an 
infamous  perverfion  of  that  ftatute,  by  which  the  conftitution  had'fuffered  : 
the  other  was  the  eftablifliment  of  a conftitutional  military  force,  in  fuper- 
addition  to  that  of  a ftanding  army.  The  only  idea  that  ever  occurred  to 
England,  or  any  free  country  of  Europe,  I adopted,  namely,  that  of  a con- 
ftitutional militia.  At  that  time  the  idea  of  a volunteer  force  had  not  arifen ; 
therefore,  I adopted  the  idea  which  at  that  time  appeared  to  be  bell.  The 
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third  great  obje6l  I took  up  as  neceffary  for  this  country,  was  a law  for  li- 
miting the  duration  of  parliaments  ; thefe  M^ere  the  three  great,  falutary,  and 
noble  objeds,  worthy  of  the  enlarged  mind  of  an  enlarged  country.  I pur- 
fued  them  with  ardour,  I do  not  deny  it;  but  I did  not  purfue  them  with 
intemperance.  I am  fure  I did  not  appear  to  the  public  to  do  fo  ; they  gave 
my  exertions  many  flattering  teftimonies  of  their  approbation.  There  is  an- 
other proof  that  I was  not  intemperate  ; I Avas  fuccefsful ; intemperance  and 
mifcarriage  are  apt  to  go  together,  but  temperance  and  fuccefs  are  aflbciated 
by  nature.  This  is  my  plain  hiftory  with  regard  to  that  period.  The  clum- 
finefs  of  virulence,  of  invedive,  may  require  to  be  Iheathed  in  a brilliancy 
of  didion,  but  plain  truth  and  plain  fenfe  are  heft  delivered  in  plain  terms. 
I now  come  to  that  period,  in  which  Lord  Harcourt  governed,  and  which 
is  ftigmatized  by  the  word  venal.  I fay.  Lord  Harcourt,  for  in  my  confide- 
ration  of  his  adminiftration,  I will  include  that  of  Lord  Townfliend.  If 
every  man  who  accepts  an  office  is  venal,  and  an  apoftate,  I certainly  can- 
not acquit  myfelf  of  the  charge,  nor  is  it  neceflary.  I Ihould  have  fo  many 
alfociates  in  the  crime,  if  ever  there  was  a crime  in  what  multitudes  would 
defend.  I am  fenfible  multitudes  and  majorities  Av'ould  not  be  Avanting  to 
defend  that.  But  I fay,  either  it  is  a crime,  or  it  is  not ; if  it  be  a crime  uni- 
verfally,  let  it  be  a crime  univerfally  afcribed.  But,  Sir,  I fay  it  is  not  fair, 
that  one  fet  of  men  fliould  be  treated  by  that  honorable  member  as  great 
friends  and  lovers  of  their  country,  notAvithftanding  they  are  in  office ; and 
another  man,  becaufe  he  Avas  in  office,  fliould  be  treated  as  an  enemy  and  an 
apoftate  ; but  Avhat  is  the  truth  ? Every  thing  of  this  fort  depends  upon  the 
principles  on  Avdiich  office  is  taken,  and  on  Avhich  it  is  retained;  Avith  regard 
to  me,  let  no  man  imagine  I am  preaching  up  a doctrine  for  my  OAvn  con- 
venience ; there  is  not  a man  lefs  concerned  in  the  propagation  of  it.  I liaA^e 
no  treaty  Avith  the  right  honorable  gentleman  on  the  floor,  nor  fliall  I haA'e  any. 

Noaa^,  Sir,  I fliall  beg  leave  lliortly  to  ftatc  the  manner  in  Avhich  I accepted 
that  office,  Avbich  I give  you  my  Avord  I ncA'er  Avill  refume.  It  Avas  offered  to 
me  in  the  moft  honorable  manner,  Avith  an  alfurance  not  only  of  being  a place- 
man for  my  OAvn  profit,  but  a minifter  for  the  benefit  of  my  country.  My 
anfwer  Avas,  that  I thought,  in  a conftitutioii  fuch  as  ours,  an  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  prince  and  the  fubjeft  ought  to  be  honorable ; the  being  a mi- 
iiifter  ought  to  redound  to  a man’s  credit ; but  I lamented,  that  it  often  hap- 
pened otherwife : men  in  office  often  give  up  thofe  principles,  Avhich  they 
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maintained  before.  I told  them,  therefore,  that  my  objedtions  were  not  the 
going  into  office,  but  to  following  the  examples,  which  I had  fometimes 
feen  before  me.  I mentioned  the  public  principles  I held.  I faid,  if  con 
fiftently  with  thofe  principles,  from  an  atom  of  which  I would  not  depart,  I 
could  be  of  fervice  to  his  majefty’s  government,  I was  ready  to  be  fo  ; I fpeak 
in  the  prefence  of  men,  who  know  what  I fay.  After  the  office  had  come  over, 
and  landed  in  this  kingdom,  I fent  in  writing  to  the  chief  governor,  that  I 
would  not  accept  the  office,  unlefs  upon  that  principle. 

Thus,  Sir,  I took  office ; the  adminiftration  before  I oppofed  only  in  part 
of  it ; in  the  firtl  feffion  of  Lord  Townlliend,  I did  not  oppofe ; I never  op- 
pofed Lord  Townlhend  till  after  his  prorogation  and  proteft.  This  appeared 
to  me  an  infamous  violation  of  the  privileges  of  parliament.  With  regard  to 
money  bills,  and  after  that  proteft,  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  make  the 
.lournals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  inftead  of  being  the  record  of  their  privi- 
leges, the  monument  of  their  difgrace,  I oppofed  him ; now  what  did  I op- 
pole  in  that  adminiftration  ? The  violation  of  the  privilege  of  this  houfe,  with 
regard  to  money  bills,  and  the  v^anton  augmentation  of  offices,  by  the  divi- 
fion  of  the  board  of  commiffioners  into  two  parts.  In  Lord  Harcourt’s  ad- 
miniftration, what  did  I do  ? I had  the  two  boards  of  commiffioners  reduced 
again  into  one.  I do  not  fay  my  fingle  voice  effected  this,  but  as  far  as  it 
had  any  efficacy,  it  infifted  on  having  the  twelve  commiffio-ners  again  reduced 
to  feven,  and  the  two  boards  to  one,  a faving,  including  the  whole  arrange- 
ment, of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  a year  to  the  nation.  It  went  further  ; it 
infifted  to  have  every  altered  money  bill  thrown  out,  and  privy  council  mo- 
ney bills  not  defended  by  the  crown.  Thus,  inftead  of  giving  fandlion  to 
the  meafures  I had  oppofed,  my  conduct  was  in  fa6t  to  regifter  my  principles 
in  the  records  of  the  court,  to  make  the  privy  council  a witnefs  to  the  privi- 
leges of  parliament,  and  to  give  final  energy  to  the  tenets,  with  which  I com- 
menced my  life.  Qiconomy  did  not  ftop  with  the  redudtion  of  the  commif- 
fioners board.  The  right  honorable  gentleman,  who  has  cenfured  me,  in 
order  to  depreciate  that  oeconomy,  faid,  that  we  had  fwept  with  the  feather 
of  oeconomy,  the  pens  and  paper  of  your  table : a pointed  and  brilliant  ex- 
preffion  is  far  from  a juft  argument.  This  country  has  no  reafon  to  be 
aftiamed  of  that  fpecies  of  oeconomy,  when  the  great  nation  of  Great  Britain 
has  been  obliged  to  defcend  to  an  oeconomy  as  minute.  Neither,  Sir,  was 
this  all  I it  is  not  ray  fault  if  infinitely  more  was  not  done  for  this  country 
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upon  that  occafion ; they  were  offered  a faving,  they  did  not  chule  to  take 
it ; they  were  offered  the  abfentee  tax,  and  tliey  refilled  it : I am  not  to 
blame  for  that,  it  was  a part  of  the  faring  propofed.  If  arlminiftration  were 
wrong  on  that  occafion,  they  were  wrong  with  the  prejudices  of  half  a cen- 
tury ; they  were  wrong  with  every  great  writer  that  had  ever  written  upon 
the  fubjecl  of  Ireland  ; they  were  \vrong  with  fome  of  the  plaineft  principles, 
as  it  feems,  of  human  nature  in  their  favor.  I will  fuppofe  the  determina^ 
tion  not  to  accept  it  to  have  been  right,  ftill  it  was  meritorious  in  adminiftra- 
tion  to  offer  it : and  to  fliew,  that  I was  not  under  any  undue  influence  of  of- 
fice; I appeal  to  the  memory  of  many  men  prefent,  whether,  when  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  houfe  was  made  to  alter  upon  that  fubjedf,  and  when  admi- 
niftration  yielded,  not  unvullingly,  ta  the  violence  of  parliament,  I appeal  to- 
the  confcious  and  public  knowledge  of  many,  whether  I did  veer  and  turn 
about  with  the  fecretary,  or  whether  I did  not  make  a manly  ftand  in  favor 
of  that  principle,  after  having  pledged  myfelf  to  the  public  I would  rather 
break  with  a million  of  adminiftrations  than  retra6l  I 

I not  only  adhered  to  it,  but  b}^  a lingular  inftance  of  exertion,  I forced  it 
a fecond  time  under  the  confideration  of  this  houfe.  Tliat  this  benefit  was 
loft  to  this  country,  if  it  be  a benefit,  it  was  not  my  fault.  One  thing  I muft 
go  back  to ; I had  repeatedly  preffed  the  bill  for  limiting  the  duration  of  par- 
liament. In  Lord  Townfhend’s  time,  I brought  it  in  finally,  and  crowned  it 
with  fuccefs;  thus  I reftored  to  the  univerfal  community  of  Ireland,  a right 
of  which  they  had  been  robbed  for  near  a century,  namely,  their  firfl  and  fun- 
damental franchife  as  eleftore,  without  which  this  houfe  is  butafhadow.  And 
thus  after  having  reftored  that  root  of  all  their  other  rights  in  Lord  Town- 
fiiend’s  adminiftration,  after  having  reftored  oeconomy,  and  reduced  twelve 
Gommilfioners  to  feven  in  Lord  Harcourt’s,  I went  on  to  the  other  great 
raeafure  which  I have  mentioned,  the  militia  law;  and  when  a right  honor- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Ogle)  moved  that  queftion,  I engaged  all  the  intereft  I 
could  with  government  in  behalf  of  it ; I rofe  up  to  fecond  his  motion,  and 
declared  I wmuld  fupport  him  and  his  militia  bill  to  the  laft ; accordingly,  I 
gave  him  the  afftftance  of  my  poor  labours,  and  it  was  carried  ; thus  there- 
fore, Sir,  I fay,  that  in  that  adminiftration,  in  which  I accepted  office,  inftead 
of  relinquiftiing  my  principles,  I preferved  them.  Inftead  of  getting  a mi- 
nority to  vote  for  them,  I brought  the  majority  to  give  an  efficient  fanction 
to  their  truth,  by  entering  into  office  upon  that  occafion,  and  aifting  as  I did ; 
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I a6Ie(l  the  part  of  an  lioneft  minifter  between  the  prince  and  the  people ; in 
doing  fo,  I think  I was  more  a patriot,  than  if  out  of  office  I had  made 
empty  declamations  on  empty  fnbjeds,  without  any  advantage  to  the  public. 
l\Ioft  of  thofe  who  hear  me  can  recolleft  the  ftate  of  this  kingdom  at  the  clofe 
of  Lord  To^^'nlhend’s  adminiftration.  I appeal  to  them  all,  and  I a.{k  Avhat 
was  then  ni}’-  repute  in  the  nation  ? I will  not  fay  it  was  the  firfl,  or  the  fe- 
cond,  or  the  third,  but  did  it  not  hand  in  an  honorable  rank,  and  among  the 
former  rather  than  among  the  lad  ? In  Lord  Harcourt’s  government,  the 
vice-treafurerdiip  M'as  offered  to  me,  accompanied  with  every  declaration  that 
could  render  it  acceptable  to  an  honorable  mind.  When  that  office  was  of- 
fered to  me,  Avas  my  fituation  that  of  a reprobated  man  ? Did  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  England  fend  over  an  office  ufually  referved  for  the  parliament  of 
England,  and  offer  it  of  their  o\m  accord  to  a reprobated  man  ? I take  the 
fa6ls  of  both  countries  to  difprove  this  calumny.  Is  it  fince  I have  become 
a mark  of  obloquy  ? I flatter  m3ffelf  not.  Lord  Buckinghamfliire’s  admi- 
niftration  fucceeded.  With  regard  to  Lord  Harcourt’s  adminiftration,  the 
objeclion  is,  I did  too  much  ; the  charge  wflth  regard  to  the  other  is,  I did 
too  little  for  it ; thofe  two  accufations  run  a little  in  contrary  direction,  and 
like  a double  poifon,  each  ma^"  cure  the  operation  of  the  other ; but  the  fatl: 
is  this,  I aded  not  upon  vifions  and  imaginations,  but  on  found  common 
fenfe,  the  bed;  gift  of  God  to  man ; which  then  told  me,  and  ftill  whifpers, 
that  fome  adminiftrations  deferve  a more  active  fupport  than  others ; that 
fome  adminiftrations  deferve  little  of  either  ; I adapted  my  conduft  to  thofe 
three  conditions,  I did  not  run  headlong  againft  government  at  one  time, 
and  Avith  govennnent  at  another,  but  adapted  my  condu6l  as  I ought  to  do, 
to  Avhat  I faAv  and  Avhat  I felt.  Did  I fupport  Lord  Harcourt  ? M b}'  ? Be- 
caufe  he  gave  me  an  influenee  in  his  councils.  It  is  nonfenfe  to  fay,  a man 
is  not  to  fupport  his  own  councils  ; but  the  next  adminiftration  took  another 
diredion,  and  they  did  not  give  me  any  influence  in  their  councils.  What 
A\as  the  confequence  ? I did  not  give  them  fupport.  Was  there  anj’  thing 
more  fair  ? I feltmjffelf  a man  of  too  much  fituation  to  be  a mere  plaeeman. 
If  not  a minifter  to  ferve  my  country,  I Avould  not  be  the  tool  of  falary. 
What  was  the  confequence  ? I A’oted  Avith  them  in  matters  of  importance 
Avhen  they  Avere  clearly  right ; I voted  againft  them  in  matters  of  importance 
when  the}’  were  clearly  Avrong ; and  in  matters  of  fmall  moment  I did  not 
vote  at  all : and  why  ? I fcorned,  by  voting  for  them  in  fuch  matters,  to 
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feem  to  pay  court.  To  vote  againft  tliem  in  fuch  matters  would  liave  been 
abfurd.  What  remained  ? Not  to  vote  at  all.  If  you  call  that  abfconding, 
going  behind  the  chair,  or  efcaping  into  the  corridore,  call  it  what  you  pleafe, 

I fay  it  Avas  right.  This  is  my  plain  way  of  dealing ; it  is  common  fenfe.  I 
told  Lord  Buckinghamfhire,  I Avould  not  attend  the  cabinet  councils  of  the 
fage  Mr.  Heron.  Was  that  duplicity  ? I think  not.  I did  more ; I fent  my 
refignation  to  England,  to  the  fame  friend  through  whom  the  firft  commu- 
nication was  made  to  me  on  the  fubjeft  of  office;  but,  from  the  ideas  of 
friendffiip  to  me,  he  took  time  to  confider,  and  at  length  declined  to  deliver 
my  refignation.  I have  faid  fomething  of  the  middle  period,  I fliall  come 
to  the  third,  viz.  Lord  Carlifle’s  adminiftration,  in  which  my  conduct  has  ' 
been  flandered  as  the  conduft  of  an  incendiary ; when  that  idea  took  place 
in  fome  minds  I cannot  tell,  but  this  I am  fure  of,  that  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  who  cenfured  me,  was  called  an  incendiary  at  that  time,  and  fo 
perhaps  might  I ; but  I am  fure  the  right  honorable  gentleman  at  that  time  , 
did  not  think  me  an  incendiary  more  than  himfelf.  There  was  not  a fingle 
inftance  in  which  he  did  not  co-operate.  If  I am  an  incendiary,  I ihall 
gladly  accept  therefore  of  the  fociety  of  that  right  honorable  gentleman 
under  the  fame  appellation  : but  he  laughed  at  the  folly  of  the  accufation  at 
that  time,  and  fo  do  I now.  If  I was  an  incendiary,  it  was  for  moving  what 
the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  have  fince  given  their  fanction  to  : if  that 
is  to  be  an  incendiary,  God  grant  I may  continue  fo  ! In  this  adminiftration 
it  was  that  I was  difmifled  from  office ; now.  Sir,  I do  not  know  that  in  ge- 
neral my  difmiffion  from  office  was  thought  any  difgrace  to  me : I do  not 
think  this  houfe  or  the  nation  thought  me  diftionored  by  that  difmiflion. 
The  firft  day  I delivered  thofe  fentiments  for  which  I Avas  difmilfed,  I re- 
inember it  well,  I thought  it  for  my  honour;  fome  very  honorable  and  wor- 
thy gentlemen,  fome  fince  dead,  and  fome  ftill  alive,  one  of  whom  I ffiall 
ever  love  and  ffiall  ever  lament ; one  of  them  is  dead  fince  to  every  thing  but 
his  own  honor  and  the  grateful  memory  of  his  country ; one  of  them  a\  ho 
thought  me  fo  little  of  the  character  of  an  incendiary,  that  he  crofted  the 
houfe,  together  with  others,  to  congratulate  me  on  the  honor  of  my  conduct, 
and  to  embrace  me  in  open  parliament.  At  that  moment  I think  I flood 
clear  to  the  imputation  of  being  an  incendiary.  The  charader  of  an  incen- 
diary therefore  feems  to  have  been  fuperinduced  upon  me  of  a fudden ; it 
has  fproutcd  out  and  germinated  from  that  root  of  much  evil,  the  fiinple  re- 
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peal : fince  that  moment  only,  it  feems  that  I have  been  going  clown  in  the 
opinion  of  the  public ; fince  that  moment  they  have  found  out  my  charafter 
and  condudt  deferve  all  reprobation,  and  deferve  the  brand  of  being  an  incen- 
diary ; and  yet  I can  hardly  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  think  that  is  the  cafe,  be- 
caufe,  fince  that  moment,  I have  received  more  honorable  teftimonies  from 
every  corner  of  the  kingdom,  than  that  right  honorable  member  has  re- 
ceived in  the  fame  period.  I ihall  return  once  more  to  the  fentiments  of  that 
beloved  chara6ler  I have  juft  deferibed  : he  was  a man,  over  whofe  life,  or 
over  Avhofe  grave,  envy  never  hovered : he  was  a man,  wilhing  ardently  to 
ferve  his  country  himfelf,  not  wilhing  to  monopolize  the  fervice,  but  williing 
to  partake  and  to  communicate  the  glory  of  what  palfed  : he  gave  me  in  his 
motion  for  a free  trade,  a full  participation  of  the  honor.  Upon  another 
occafion  he  faid,  I remember  the  words,  they  are  traced  with  the  pencil  of 
gratitude  on  my  heart,  “ That  I was  a man  whom  the  moft  lucrative  office 
“ in  the  land  had  never  warped  in  point  of  integrity.”  The  words  were 
marked,  I am  fure  I repeat  them  fairly  ; they  are  words  I diould  be  proud  to 
have  inferibed  upon  my  tomb.  Confider  the  man  from  whom  they  came ; 
confider  the  magnitude  of  the  fiibjedt  on  which  they  were  fpoken  ; confider 
the  fituation  of  the  perfons  concerned,  and  it  adds  to,  and  multiplies  the 
honor.  My  noble  friend — I beg  pardon,  he  did  not  live  to  be  ennobled  by 
patent,  but  he  was  born  ennobled  by  nature ; his  lituation  at  that  moment 
\vas  this : he  had  found  himfelf  obliged  to  furrender  office,  and  enter  into 
a6tive  oppofition  to  that  government,  from  whom  he  had  received  it.  I re- 
mained in  office,  though  under  the  circumftance  of  haying  fent  in  my  relig- 
nation ; that  he  did  not  know  ; in  political  pofition  therefore  we  were  con- 
trad  iftinguilhed  to  each  other : he  did  not  know,  while  he  was  doing  juftice 
to  me,  but  that  he  might  be  doing  political  detriment  to  himfelf ; he  did 
not  know  but  he  might  ferve  the  adminiftration  he  oppofed  ; but  carelefs  of 
every  thing  except  juftice  and  honor,  he  gave  the  fentiments  of  his  heart,  and 
he  approved.  I have  mentioned,  Sir,  that  Ihort  period,  during  which  the 
charadter  of  an  incendiary,  if  at  all  applicable  to  me,  nuifi;  have  come  upon 
me  in  the  night,  like  an  enemy,  and  have  taken  me  unawares;  I cannot 
think  the  opinion  of  the  public  fo  transformed,  when  I fee  every  corner  of 
the  country  expreffing  their  approbation  of  my  condudt,  one  after  another  ; 
great  and  refpedlable  focieties  of  men,  compared  with  whofe  fentiments  the 
obloquy  of  an  individual  finks  into  nothing.  Even  this  very  day,  I have 
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received  from  the  united  delegates  of  the  province  of  Connaught,  an  appro- 
bation, with  one  voice,  as  they  exprefs  it,  of  that  condii6t,  which  has  been 
flandered  as  tlie  conduct  of  an  incendiary.  Here  is  a congregation  of  men, 
not  one  of  whom  I have  ever  feen,  to  none  of  whom  I have  ever  a chance 
of  doing  a fervice,  who  could  have  nothing  in  contemplation,  but  the  doing  an 
act  of  jufticc.  Sir,  I may  fay,  I had  the  fame  fanction  from  another  province, 
that  of  Ulfter.  But  it  feems  I Avent  to  Belfaft  in  the  charadter  of  an  incen- 
diary; I went  to  Dungannon  in  the  charadter  of  an  incendiary.  Now  I 
went  to  neither  of  thofe  places  but  by  an  invitation,  and  if  a perfon  invited 
be  an  incendiary,  what  muft  thofe  be  that  give  the  invitation?  If  I am  an 
incendiary,  all  Ulfter  is  an  incendiary;  if  I am  an  incendiary,  all  Connaught 
is  an  incendiary — with  two  provinces  therefore  at  my  back,  and  with  the 
parliament  of  England  behind  me — in  their  having  coincided  honorably,  and 
nobly  in  that  fentiment,  which  I futtained,  I think  I am  not  much  afraid  of 
any  fingle  and  folitary  accufation.  But  I have  not  only  the  parliaments  of 
both  kingdoms,  I have  the  judicial  power  in  my  favour.  If  my  dodtrine  was 
not  right,  Lord  Mansfield’s  was  not  right;  I alk  you  was  he  wrong?  It  has 
been  faid  he  w'as  the  enemy  of  both  countries  on  that  occafion.  But  has  the 
accufation  been  proved?  Lord  Mansfield  has  many  political  enemies.  The 
adminiftration  at  the  time  would  have  been  glad  to  have  proved  him  an 
enemy  to  both  countries,  yet  was  there  a man  in  the  parliament  of  England, 
the  greatell  enemy  to  that  noble  judge,  who  attempted  to  find  fault  with 
his  condudl?  After  having  mentioned  the  judicial  power,  let  me  come  to 
a highly  refpedlable  body,  the  corps  of  Lawyers  in  this  country,  who,  after 
fix  months  meditation  by  a committee  chofen  by  ballot,  gave  their  fandlion 
to  that  opinion,  Avhich  is  the  opinion  of  an  incendiary,  if  I deferve  that 
name.  If  Lord  Mansfield  bean  incendiary,  if  the  parliament  of  England  be 
an  incendiary,  if  the  corps  of  Lawyers  he  incendiaries,  if  the  Ulfter  delegates 
be  incendiaries,  if  the  Connaught  delegates  be  incendiaries,  and  all  the  fo- 
cieties  who  have  joined  that  opinion  throughout  the  kingdom — if  all  thefe 
be  incendiaries,  in  the  name  of  God  let  me  be  added  to  the  number,  and  let 
me  he  an  incendiary  too.  But  though  I may  be  fuch  an  incendiary,  I will 
never  be  that  which  would  deferve  the  name;  I will  never  hy  any  hollow 
compofition — lay  the  feed  of  future  diffenfion.  I will  go  clearly  and  fully 
to  the  w'ork.  I will  be  fatisfied  when  fatisfadtion  is  given;  my  nature  is  as 
prone  to  fatisfa61ion,  and  as  diftant  from  chagrin  as  that  of  any  man.  I ap- 
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peal  to  thofe  wlio  know  me  from  my  childhood,  firfi  at  a public  fchool,  then 
at  the  univerfity  of  this  kingdom,  then  at  the  univeifity  of  Oxford,  and 
afterwards  during  twenty-four  years,  taking  no  very  private  part  within  the 
Avails  of  this  houfe — I have  fpoken  to  fadts.  1 do  not  mean  to  arraign.  Any 
man  may  be  miftaken,  and  I Avifli  to  fuppofe  any  man  to  be  really  millaken, 
rather  than  be  fo  intendedly.  I Avould  rather  reconcile  all  men  to  the 
public,  than  make  unnecelfary  divifions.  Put  though  I would  do  every 
thing  a man  can  do  to  prevent  diffenfion,  I cannot  be  expedled  to  facrifice 
my  charadler  to  unlimited  obloquy.  Sir,  one  circumftance  I muft  mention 
as  it  is  fomeAvhat  extraordinary.  It  has  been  faid  by  fome  authority  on  that 
fide  of  the  queftion,  that  I am  the  out-caft  of  government,  and  of  my  prince; 
certainly.  Sir,  my  difmiffion  from  office  was  attended  Avith  the  extraordinary 
circumftance  of  my  difmiffion  from  council ; therefore  I fuppofe  it  is  that 
the  right  honorable  member  has  called  me  the  out-caft  of  government  and  of 
my  prince.  It  certainly.  Sir,  Avas  an  extraordinary  tranfaction,  but  it  Avas 
done  in  the  cafe  of  iMr.  Pulteney,  it  Avas  done  in  the  cafe  of  the  Duke  of 
DeA’onffiire:  therefore  I fuppofe  it  Avill  not  be  a decifive  proof  of  any  repro- 
bated or  fadious  charader  in  the  perfon  to  Avhom  it  happened.  It  is 
the  firft  time  it  has  been  mentioned  to  my  difadvantage.  It  Avas  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  of  England  mentioned  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  minifter 
AA’ho  Avas  fuppofed  to  have  done  it,  by  a moil  refpedable  charader;  it  Avas 
thought  not  to  my  dilhonor  here;  it  Avas  thought  not  to  my  dilhonor  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland,  Avhere  I have  lately  receiA'ed  from  a very  eminent 
peer,  the  fandion  of  fentiments  A’ery  different  from  thefe.  In  a Avoid,  it  is 
but  the  fentence  of  one  tongue,  and  upon  that  tongue  I leave  it.  I do  not 
hoAvever  pretend  to  difpute  a minifterial  fad,  A\hich  a gentleman  in  confi- 
dence alleges.  He  has  been  in  the  confidence  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  he  is 
as  much  a minifter  as  any  man  who  is  not  in  office. 

Thus  mueh,  therefore,  I muft  give  to  this  minifterial  affertion,  that  I fliall 
find  it  impoffible  for  me,  under  fuch  an  interdid,  to  pay  my  refpeds  at  his 
majefty’s  caftle  of  Dublin,  Avhich  othei’Avife  I Ihould  be  prompted  to  difcharge. 
And  I mention  it,  thus  publicly,  that  my  abfence  may  not  be  interpreted 
into  any  Avant  of  the  moft  perfed  duty  and  loyalty  to  my  prince,  or  of  the 
greateft  refped  to  the  nobleman  Avho  prefides  there,  I am  not  a man  formed 
to  court  profcription ; I Avill  not  feek  difgrace;  let  it,  remain  in  its  den,  I Avill 
not  revoke  it.  Sir,  I have  trefpaffed  too  long,-  and  I am  oppreffed  Avith  the 
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weight  and  multitude  of  thanks  which  I owe  you  and  the  houfe;  I liave 
troubled  you  too  long  upon  a private  fubject,  but,  with  your  permilfion, 
I will  endeavour  to  make  amends  the  next  day,  by  bringing  before  you 
a fubjeft  of  more  importance,  the  oeconomy  of  the  nation;  I beg  pardon  for 
what  I have  faid,  I have  promifed  too  much,  I am  iii  your  judgment  whether 
I lliall  do  it.  You  have  heard  Avhat  has  palled  upon  my  fubject;  I appeal 
to  you,  if  I am  that  chara6ter  that  has  been  drawn ; if  I am  that  chara6ter 
in  any  degree,  I do  not  deprecate  your  juftice,  but  I call  for  it,  and  exhort 
you,  for  yourfelves  and  your  country,  to  get  rid  of  a member  who  would  be 
unworthy  to  fit  among  you. 


No.  LXXI. 

Mr.  Munke  Mason's  Speech  against  Parliamentary  Reform.  (P.  81.) 

]\IR.  JohnlMonke  Mafon  began  the  debate,  by  apologizing  to  the  houfe  for 
fpeaking  at  a time  when  he  was  fo  opprelfed  with  a violent  cold,  that  without 
their  utmoft  indulgence  he  could  not  be  heard  at  all.  He  faid,  I lliall  leave 
it  to  other  gentlemen  to  point  out  to  the  houfe  the  abfurdities  of  the  plan 
that  is  now  before  you,  and  lliall  confine  myfelf  merely  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  and  the  reafons  Hated  in  fupport  of  it  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man by  whom  it  was  introduced,  and  the  feveral  petitions  that  lie  on  your 
table. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  faid,  that  our  prefent  mode  of  reprefent- 
ation  is  a novelty,  and  that  what  he  contends  for  is  not  an  innovation, 
but  merely  a reftoration  of  the  ancient  confiitution;  and  in  the  feveral 
petitions,  it  feems  to  be  laid  down  as  an  incontrov'ertible  maxim,  that  equa- 
lity of  rcprefentation  is  a fundamental  principle  of  the  Englilh  conftitution ; 
an  alfertion,  which,  I acknowledge,  thefe  people  may  fupport  by  the  autho- 
rity of  feveral  modern  publications,  the  produftions^of  ingenious  and  fpecu- 
lativc  men,  who,  in  their  vacant  moments,  when  they  have  nothing  elfe  to 
do,  amufe  thcmfelvcs  voth  delineating  a faiitaftical  form  of  government, 
whic-h  they  are  pleafed  to  entitle  the  conftitution  of  England;  and  in  re- 
ducing a feries  of  political  aphorifms,  which  they  tell  us  are  the  principles 
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of  that  conftitution;  but  I am  confident  they  cannot  fupport  this  affertlon 
by  any  facts  recorded  in  the  general  or  parliamentary  hiftory  of  that  country. 

If  the  conftitution  requires  an  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people,  the  gen- 
tlemen Avill  tell  us  the  year  of  what  reign  that  parliament  alfembled,  in  which 
the  people  were  equally  reprefented.  If  equality  of  reprefentation  be  a 
principle  of  the  conftitution,  they  will  point  to  us  the  period,  at  which  this 
principle  had  etfedtual  operation; — if  they  cannot  do  that,  they  will  never 
perfuade  any  man  of  common  fenfe,  that  that  is  the  Englifli  conftitution, 
which  was  never  known  to  exift,  or  that  that  is  a principle  of  the  conftitution 
which  never  has  operated  for  a fingle  moment  of  time,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Avorld  to  the  prefent  hour. 

It  was  not  till  the  34th  of  Henry  VIII.  that  the  county  and  city  of  Chefter 
were  impowered  to  fend  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  it  was  not  till  130 
years  after,  in  the  26th  of  Charles  II.  that  this  power  was  extended  to  the 
county  and  city  of  Durham.  Could  this  polfibly  have  happened,  if  equality 
of  reprefentation  were  a principle  of  the  Englifli  conftitution?  In  both  thefe 
cafes,  fpecific  adts  of  parliament  were  confidered  as  requifite  to  inveft  them 
Avith  this  right.  Could  that  have  been  thought  neceftary,  if  equality  of 
reprefentation  were  a principle  of  the  conftitution  ? 

But  to  put  this  matter  in  a ftronger  light,  it  has  ever  been  the  undoubted 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  to  impofe  the  burden  or  extend  the  privileges  of 
returning  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  to  any  communities  or  bodies  of 
, men  that  the  king  thought  proper.  This  part  of  the  prerogative  has  been 
conftantly  exercifed  without  difpute  or  controul  from  the  firft  inftitution  of 
parliament  to  the  time  of  the  revolution:  is  it  poflible  that  this  power  fliould 
even  have  exifted  for  a fingle  moment,  if  equality  of  reprefentation  were 
a principle  of  the  conftitution? 

The  reformers  themfelves  do  not  controvert  either  this  power  of  the 
crown,  or  the  validity  of  the  charters  that  have  been  formerly  granted  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  power;  but  they  alledge  that  many  of  the  boroughs  which 
were,  at  the  time  the  charters  ivere  granted,  in  a flourifliing  condition,  are 
now  depopulated  and  gone  to  decay.  With  refpedt  to  thole  boroughs  ivhere 
the  right  of  fuftrage  is  veiled  in  the  inhabitants  at  large,  I do  not  believe 
that  the  aflertion  is  true ; I believe  that  in  the  greater  part  of  thofe  towns 
there  are  as  many  Proteftant  inhabitants  now  as  there  ivere  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  I.  and  Avith  refpedt  to  thofe,  Avhich  thefe  people  call  rotten  bo- 
roughs. 
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roughs,  where  the  right  of  fiiffrage  is  veftecl  in  a few  perfons  only,  the  depo- 
pulation of  the  places  can  have  no  effedl  upon  the  reprefentatives.  Belfalt 
is  as  much  a rotten  borough  as  Harriltown;  the  number  of  inhabitants  is 
nothing  to  the  puipofe,  for  thofe  inhabitants  could  have  no  right  to  poll, 
and  the  members  for  fuch  boroughs  are  leturned  at-this  day  by  the  felf-fame 
nmnbers  of  voters  that  they  were  at  the  time  that  the  charters  were  granted. 
I will  therefore  affert  that  this  pretended  reform  is  not  a renovation  of  the 
ancient  conftitution,  but  an  idle  and  dangerous  innovation, 

A fcheme  for  reforming  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  Avas  propofed  in 
the  Britifli  parliament  in  the  couife  of  the  laft  feffion,  and  was  introduced 
by  a gentleman,  who,  at  an  early  period  of  life  is  already  fo  diftinguilhed 
for  his  virtue  and  abilities,  that  he  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  molt  illuftrious 
characters  that  country  has  ever  produced,  his  father  not  excepted.  But 
notwithllanding  the  powerful  fupport  it  derived  from  fuch  refpeCtable  au- 
thority, the  meafure  was  rejected  by  that  vdfe  and  prudent  nation,  even  in 
the  paroxifm  of  political  reformation.  They  could  not  be  infenfible  of  the 
defects  of  their  conftitution,  but  they  were  fenfd3le  of  the  danger  of  tamper- 
ing Avitli  it,  and  chofe  rather  to  fuffer  thofe  defeCts  to  continue,  than  to 
hazard  the  confequence  of  breaking  in  upon  a fyftem  fanCtified  by  the  wif- 
dom  of  ages,  and  under  which  they  had  flouriflied  for  fuch  a length  of  time. 

Yet  if  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  prefent  deplorable  lituation  of 
that  country,  fallen  from  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  glory  to  a ftate  of  humili- 
ating diftrefs,  deprived  of  half  her  empire,  weighed  down  with  a debt  of 
240  millions,  and  harraffed  with  taxes  fo  various  and  complicated,  that  they 
feem  to  have  exhaufted  the  invention  of  her  minifters;  if  the  people,  I fay, 
in  this  lituation  lliould  begin  to  fufpeCt  that  the  numberlefs  calamities  they 
have  lately  fuffered  were  owing  to  fome  inherent  defeCt  in  their  original  con- 
ftitution,  and  v idi  to  amend  it,  it  would  not  be  furprifing;  but  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  lliould  quarrel  with  a conftitution  which  lias  raifed  them 
to  the  utmoh;  fummit  of  their  widies,  is  the  higheft  degree  of  folly  and  ingra- 
titude; a conftitution  under  which  they  have  fo  lately  obtained  a full  reftitu- 
tion  of  their  natural  rights,  an  unlimited  freedom  of  commerce  extended  to 
every  part  of  the  globe,  and  the  moft  perfect  degree  of  judicial  and  legillative 
independence,  that  any  nation  upon  earth  has  ever  yet  enjoyed;  a confti- 
tution, in  diort,  which  has  put  them  in  polfeflion  of  every  blelTing  that  can 
render  a people  floiiridiing  and  happy,  except  thofe  which  no  conftitution 
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can  beitow;  and  which  are  only  to  be  acquired  by  indudry,  fobriety,  and 
obedience  to  the  laws;  thefe  are  the  only  bleffings  we  want  to  make  us 
the  bappieft  nation  upon  earth;  thefe  are  the  virtues  which  every  honeftman, 
every  true  patriot,  every  man  who  has  the  real  welfare  of  his  country  at  heart 
fliould  endeavour  to  inculcate  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  inftead  of  turning 
their  brains  vdth  political  jargon,  M-hich  they  do  not  underftaqd,  and  vifionaiy 
fyftems  of  government. — Thefe  are  the  virtues  that  will  render  us  in  a flioit 
time  a nation  of  hulbandmen  and  manufadturers,  artificers  and  merchants ; 
but  at  the  rate  we  go  on  we  bid  fair  to  be  a nation  of  politicians  only,  and 
fhall  appear  as  ridiculous  to  all  the  rational  part  of  mankind  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  Swift’s  imaginary  ifland,  who  wafted  the  whole  of  their  time  in 
Avatching,  Avith  the  utmoft  anxiety  and  folicitude,  every  change  and  motion 
of  the  heavenly  bodies,  Avhilft  their  Avives  and  children  Ai  ere  ftarving  at  home. 
The  complaints  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  are  extorted  from  them  by 
the  preffure  of  calamity;  but,  thank  HeaA^en!  the  complaints  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  are  excited  merely  by  Avantonnefs  of  profperity. 

The  Avanton  and  innovating  fpirit  of  the  times  has  given  rife  to  another 
new  dodtrine  in  this  country,  Avhich  Avas  diligently  propagated  at  the  lafi; 
general  ele6lion,  and  feems  to  have  been  intended  to  pave  the  Avay  for  this 
pretended  reformation. — The  dodlrine  I mean  is  this,  that  the  reprefentatives 
are  bound  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands  of  their  conftituents. 
A do6trine  repugnant  to  the  firft  principle  of  the  conftitution,  Avhich  is,  that 
a member,  AV'hen  elected,  becomes  the  reprefentative  of  the  nation  at  large, 
not  merely  of  that  particular  place  that  returned  him  to  parliament;  a doc- 
trine Avhich  tends  to  deftroy  the  unity  of  the  ftate,  and  to  degrade  the  dignity 
of  this  hoLife;  for  if  this  dodlrine  be  eftablilhed,  you  are  no  longer  the  free 
independent  reprefentative  of  a great  and  poAverful  kingdom,  hut  the  fettered 
deputies  of  a parcel  of  petty  communities;  united  indeed  under  one  common 
fovereign,  but  as  diftinct  from  each  other  as  the  cantons  of  SAvitzerland,  are 
from  the  provinces  of  America.  If  this  doctrine  is  to  prevail,  if  Ave  are  to  be 
divided  into  thefe  petty  communities,  it  is  juft  that  each  diftrict  fliould  have 
its  particular  reprefentatives;  but  if  Ave  adhere  to  the  liheral  and  truly 
conftitutional  principle,  that  each  member  is  the  reprefentative  of  the  nation 
at  large,  every  part  of  the  kingdom  is  equally  reprefented;  and  eveiy  county 
of  the  kingalom  has  not  two  only  but  three  hundred  reprefentatiA^es. 

As  an  inftance  of  the  happy  effects  that  Avould  attend  this  ncAv  doctrine, 
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let  me  recall  the  recolleftion  of  the  houfe  to  the  ridiculous  fcene  that  was 
exhibited  on  the  floor  in  the  beginning  of  laft  fefflon;  when  an  honorable 
member,  by  order  of  his  conftituents,  moved,  that  the  bill  of  fupply  fliould 
be  granted  for  fix  months  only.  On  the  divifion  he  went  into  the  lobby, 
and  was  followed  by  every  county  member  in  the  houfe,  a few  only  excepted, 
who  walked  acrofs  the  floor,  many  of  whom  apologizing  with  their  looks  and 
geftures,  for  the  abfurd  part  they  were  a61ing,  and  deploring  at  once  their 
own  fervile  fubjedtion,  and  the  foil}'  of  their  conftituents. 

Yet  thefe,  Ave  are  told,  are  the  only  independent  members  of  the  houfe; — 
independent  indeed  they  are;  independent  of  reafon - independent  of  judg- 
ment— independent  of  choice — independent  of  every  kind  ot  jHiblic  virtue; 
Avhich  can  have  no  exiftence  without  free  agency. 

This  plan  of  reformation  originated  with  the  congrcfs  of  Dungannon, 
who,  after  they  had  refolved  to  adopt  it,  direfted  their  fecretary  to  Avrite 
circidar  letters  to  CATiy  meddling  prieft,  CA^ery  political  mountebank,  Avhofe 
names  they  read  of  in  the  Englilh  nsAvfpaper,  whom  they  rendered  the  arbi- 
ters of  the  Irifli  conftitution.  Thefe  letters  have  fince  been  publilhed  by 
authority;  but  Avhy  do  Ave  not  find  amongfl;  them  any  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
advocate  for  reform  in  the  Britifli  parliament?  Becaufe  they  Avell  knew  that 
the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Pitt  Avere  not  congenial  to  their  OAvn;  that  he  did  not 
defire  to  go  the  lengths  Avhich  they  Avere  determined  to  proceed ; his  fcheine 
of  reform  AV’as  confined  to  an  addition  of  a certain  number  to  the  members 
for  counties,  and  great  communities.  That  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
fliould  prefume  to  disfranchife  their  OAvn  conftituents;  that  they  fliould 
attempt  to  deprive,  of  their  chartered  rights,  and  moft  iiiA^aluable  privileges, 
the  perfons  to  Avdiofe  bounty  they  Avere  indebted  for  their  feats,  and  Avhofe 
confidence  had  enabled  them  to  ftrike  that  mortal  bloAv,  Avas  a monftrous 
idea  that  never  entered  into  the  mind  of  that  virtuous  man,  and  Avas  only 
referved  for  that  felf-created  monftcr,  the  congrefs  of  Dungannon. 

I fiiall  now  beg  leaA'C  to  make  a feAv  obfervations  on  the  motives  and  con- 
fequences  of  this  pretended  reform.  The  avoAved  motive  is  a defire  to  dimi- 
nifli  the ariftocratic  poAver  in  this  kingdom;  but  I am  thoroughly  convinced, 
that  this  plan  Av^oiild  counteraft  their  oavii  intentions,  and  increafe  the  very 
intereft  they  Avilli  to  deftroy.  The  natural  confequence  of  this  reform  Avill 
be  to  throAv  the  Avhole  weight  of  poAver  and  influence  in  this  country  into 
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thefcale  of  property,  and  to  bar  for  ever  the  doors  of  this  hoiife  againft  rifing 
genius  and  afpiring’  virtue. 

I fhall  not  hefitate  to  aflej  t,  that  Great  Britain  owes  the  glory  from  which 
hie  has  lately  fallen,  and  Ireland  the  glory  to  which  Ihe  has  arifen,  and  which 
I hope  ihe  will  ever  maintain,  to  thefe  very  rotten  boroughs  that  are  now  fo 
reprobated. 

You  cannot  but  remember  the  wretched  fituation  of  Great  Britain  in  1757, 
when  ilie  had  France  alone  to  contend  with;  fo  funk  were  the  power,  the 
refources,  and  even  the  fpirit  of  the  nation,  that  inftead  of  making  any  vigor- 
ous eiforts  againft  this  fingle  enemy,  ilie  thought  it  neceifary  to  bring  over 
twelve  thoufand  German  troops  to  fave  her  from  invafion.  Such  was  the 
fituation  of  Great  Britain  when  Lord  Chatham  took  the  helm;  and  fuch  was 
the  effedl  of  the  abilities  and  fpirit  of  this  one  man,  that  in  three  years  time 
the  French  wer-e  driven  from  the  continent  of  America,  and  deprived  of  the 
fineft  of  their  Weft  Indian  illands.  Yet  who  was  Mr.  Pitt?  a younger  bro- 
ther with  2000/.  fortune,  and  a cornetcy  of  horfe,  who  had  no  more  chance  of 
reprefenting  any  great  community  in ‘England  than  I have  at  this  inftant. 
Had  he  not  been  returned  for  a rotten  borough  he  might  have  lived  in 
obfeurity,  and  his  virtues  had  been  loll  tohimfelf  and  to  his  country.  What 
chance  had  Mr.  Burke,  who  is  an  honor  to  this  country;  what  chance  had 
IMr.  Fox,  whofe  abilities  are  the  objects  of  general  admiration,  of  reprefenting 
the  cities  of  Briftol  and  Wellminfter,  if  they  had  not  lirft  difplayed  their 
abilities,  by  being  returned  for  private  boroughs? 

But  to  come  nearer  home,  I will  venture  to  alfert,  that  you  owe  the  eman- 
cipation of  Ireland  to  thofe  boroughs.  I will  venture  to  alfert,  that  you  arc 
principally  indebted  for  the  reftitution  of  your  rights  to  the  fpirit,  the  abilities, 
the  perfeverance,  and  real  integrity  of  the  honorable  gentleman  near  me; 
and  I am  fupported,  in  this  alfertion,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  houfe, 
and  the  univerfal  voice  of  the  people  at  that  time,  though  now  I lind  he  has 
loll  fome  part  of  his  popularity  by  the  moft  virtuous  aciion  of  his  life:  the 
preferring  the  real  fubftantial  interehs  of  his  country  to  an  idle  punctilio. — 
What  chance  had  this  gentleman,  with  all  his  abilities,  of  reprefenting  any  but 
a private  borough?  Who  were  his  principal  alfailants  in  this  great  revolution? 
members  for  rotten  boroughs.- — I know  but  of  one  county  member  who  took 
a diftinguilhable  part  on  that  occafion;  I mean  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man who  reprefeuts  the  county  of  Wexford,  and  who  is  juftly  entitled  to 

the 


APPENDIX. 


25 


the  fccond  place  in  the  gratitude  of  the  public.  Had  this  meafure  taken 
place  but  three  years  ago,  which  thefe  people  contended  for  as  neceifary  to 
their  freedom,  it  is  probable  that  Ireland  would  not  now  be  free;  and  that 
inftead  of  wafting  your  time  in  this  idle  fpcculation,  you  would  now  be  de- 
ploring the  fliackles  impofed  upon  your  trade,  or  the  power  alfumed  by  the 
Britifli  parliament  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  country.  I lhall  conclude, 
conjuring  the  gentlemen  who  hear  me,  that  they  will  not  be  fuch  dupes  as 
to  believe,  that  by  palTing  this  bill  they  will  fatisfy  the  people.  He  muft  be  a 
young  politician  indeed,  and  but  little  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  mankind, 
or  the  human  heart,  who  thinks  that  a people  can  be  fatisfied  with  concef- 
fions.  If  it  was  poflible  that  conceffions  could  fatisfy  a people,  would  there, 
at  this  day,  be  a murmur  in  Ireland?  Befides,  people  have  acted  fairly  on 
this  occafion,  they  have  told  you  that  the  palling  of  this  bill  will  not  fatisfy 
them.  This  pretended  reform  is  only  the  fii  ft  of  an  alphabet  of  innovations, 
which  the  congrefs  of  Dungannon  have  voted,  as  neceifary  for  the  freedom 
of  the  people,  and  have  determined  to  purfue ; that  they  have  been  advifed 
in  the  firft  inftance  to  lay  their  dioulders  to  this  particular  object.  If  you 
yield  to  them  in  this  point,  they  will  attack  you  on  fome  other,  and  fo  pro- 
ceed from  innovation  to  innovation,  till  they  have  fub verted  your  conftitu- 

tion  both  in  church  and  ftate;  this  is  therefore  the  time  to  refill  their  en- 

\ 

croachments. 

Sir  Hercules  Langriflie. — I am  glad  this  great  quellion,  which  has  fo  much 
engaged  the  public  mind,  and  been  agitated  with  fo  much  induftry  from  one 
extremity  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,'  has  at  length  been  brought  before 
parliament ; and  it  is  now  our  duty  to  give  it  a full,  a free,  and  patient  dif- 
cuffion.  If  the  evil  that  it  fuppofes  has  exiftence,  and  the  remedy  it  offers 
be  adequate  and  fafe,  it  will  have  many  powerful  advocates  here.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  it  Hates  defeats  that  do  not  exilt,  and  offers  remedies  that  are 
neither  fafe  nor  applicable,  it  is  better  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould  decide 
againft  it  at  once,  that  the  people  may  no  longer  be  dillurbed  or  deceived  by 
it.  And  now  let  me  fay,  if  I Avanted  any  new  proof  of  the  fuperior  excel- 
lence of  our  happy  conllitution,  that  alteration  was  unnecell’ary  and  amend- 
ment impradlicable,  the  plan  of  reform  now  read  at  your  table  would  furnifli 
ample  tellimony;  for  when  two  gentlemen  of  fuch  diftinguidied  abilities, 
alfifled  by  deliberate  affemblies  in  their  own  country,  and  enlightened  by  the 
oracles  that  han  e been  confulted  in  another  country ; when  gentlemen  of 
VoL.  II,  6 D fuch 
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I’uch  talents,  fo  aflifted,  have  at  length  produced  fuch  a plan  of  reform,  I am 
juftified  in  thinking  that  the  talk  is  beyond  the  ftrength  of  man.  And  con- 
vinced as  I am,  that  pur  prefcnt  conftitution,  in  its  prefent  condition,  is 
competent  to  every  degree  of  civil  liberty,  I muft  alfo  be  convinced  that 
amendment  is  a dream,  and  alteration  Mmuld  not  be  wifdom. 

Confider  now.  Sir,  the  plan  before  you,  confider  it  impartially,  and  tell 
me,  is  it  founded  in  any  one  principle  which  it  profeffes  ? Does  it  tend  to 
remove  any  one  evil  that  it  imagines?  Does  it  meet  any  one  of  the  ideas  that 
have  amufed  the  people?  No,  not  one!  Is  it  a plan  for  an  equal  reprefen ta- 
tion  of  the  people?  No;  it  leaves  above  three-fourths  of  the  people  as  it 
found  them,  unreprefented.  Is  it  a plan  for  a more  equal  reprefentation  of 
the  people  in  parliament?  No,  it  renders  the  reprefentation  much  more  un- 
equal than  it  found  it : for  inftance,  a freeholder  in  one  barony,  by  this  bill, 
may  vote  for  four,  or  fix,  or  eight  members  of  parliament ; a freeholder  in 
the  next  barony  fhall  vote  only  for  two  members.  Is  this  to  render  the  re- 
prefentation of  the  people  more  equal  ? Good  God  1 how  the  people  are  de- 
ceived ! how  they  are  abufed  1 

Is  it  a plan  for  the  more  equal  reprefentation  of  property,  the  ancient  and 
original  title  to  reprefentation?  No,  Sir,  the  reverfe  I If  this  bill  as  you  fee 
it  were  a law,  a worthy  and  refpe6lable  gentleman  in  the  county  to  which  I 
belong,  who  has  4000/.  per  annum,  landed  eftate  in  one  barony,  would  thereby 
be  entitled  to  vote  for  two  members,  and  the  fervant  who  ftands  behind  my 
chair,  who  is  polfclfed  of  a 405.  freehold  in  a neighbouring  barony,  fliall  vote 
for  eight  members  of  parliament.  Is  it  a plan  to  enlarge  the  bafis  of  legif- 
lation,  by  encreafing  the  number  of  the  conftituent  body?  No,  Sir,  it  di- 
miniflies,  it  contra6ts,  it  ftrikes  off  thoufands  and  tens  of  thoufands  of  your 
eledors ; it  disfranchifes  every  freeman  in  the  nation  who  does  not  hold  by 
birth,  fervitude,  marriage,  or  trade.  It  disfranchifes  every  freeholder  under 
20/.  per  annum,  who  does  not  refide.  It  demoliflies  the  whole  tribe  of  pot- 
wallopers;  men  intitled  to  vote  in  right  of  Vefidence  (the  freeft  title  the  confli- 
tution  knows)  are  to  be  extind,  unlefs  they  can  call  in  to  their  aid  a multitude 
of  freeholders  in  general  too  great  to  be  found.  For  inftance,  if  a borough 
were  to  confift  of  5000  Proteflant  inhabitants,  intitled  and  accuflomed  to 
vote ; no  matter,  they  fhall  be  extinguiflied  unlefs  they  likewife  have  within 
their  precinds  70  or  100  refident  voters,  qualified  according  to  this  ad, 
which  no  borough  in  Ireland  has,  and  which  few  ever  would  have.  But  it 
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effe6ls  a new  creation  to  fupply  this  general  maffacre ; it  confers  a right  to 
vote  for  thofe  boroughs  to  others.  To  whom  ? To  freeholdeis;  perfons  who 
were  intitlecl  to  vote  for  other  members  before.  It  is  true;  amongft  thofe 
a clafs  of  freeholders  is  incorporated,  (new  indeed  to  the  conftitution)  free- 
holders on  terms  for  years;  but  the  freehold  required  is  of  fo  large  amount, 
that  their  numbers  will  be  fmall.  Now  let  me  afk,  is  it  a plan  to  increafe  the 
number  of  your  reprefen tatives?  No,  Sir,  to  diminilh  it ! In  the  firft  inftance,  it 
decays  and  depopulates  every  borough,  and  almoft  every  city  in  the  kingdom, 
f'or  I do  believe  not  one  of  them  contains  M'ithin  its  precin6ts  100  voters  quali- 
fied and  regiftered  according  to  this  bill.  I hav'e  heard  of  a claufe  of  re- 
demption for  them.  I only  know  what  I fee,  and  I fee  no  fuch  thing  in  this 
bill ; and  if  fuch  claufe  or  fchedule  were  inferted,  it  would,  on  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  impofe  conditions  that  muft  for  ever  exclude  feveralof  them  from 
refloration. 

And  here  I lament  the  deftiny,  though  I admire  the  virtue  of  the  town  of 
Newry,  who  petitioned  for  this  reform.  With  their  12,000  inhabitants,  all 
intitled,  if  they  were  Proteftants,  to  vote  for  members,  yet  they  are  all  dis- 
franchifed  unlefs  they  alfo  contain  within  their  precincts,  100  of  another  fort 
of  voters,  qualified  according  to  this  bill.  (He  applied  the  principle  and 
effedts  to  Drogheda,  Waterford,  Kilkenny,  Limerick,  Cork,  &c.  and  con- 
cluded with  the  borough  of  Dungannon.)  And  here  let  me  lament  the  fate 
of  poor  Dungannon,  at  once  the  pride  and  the  reproach  oLher  fons;  Dun- 
gannon lb  late  the  centre  of  government,  the  head  of  legillation,  the  feat  of 
empire,  unlefs  you  have  within  your  precinfts  (which  I am  fure  you  have 
not)  100  voters  qualified  according  to  this  bill,  you  are  decayed,  depopulat- 
ed, and  extinct.  Will  you  not  fpare  this  town  on  account  of  the  righteous 
people  that  were  found  therein  ? I know  not  whether  you  have  a redemption 
in  ftore,  but  I know  your  redemption  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  bill  on  your 
table.  What  then  can  the  friends  of  this  bill,  (if  any  fuch  there  be)  what 
can  they  fay  of  it  ? They  cannot  fay  it  is  a bill  for  an  equal  reprefentation  of 
the  people.  A bill  for  a more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people,  a bill  for  the 
more  equal  reprefentation  of  property,  a bill  to  widen  the  bafis  pf  legillation, 
to  encreafe  the  number  of  eleHors,  to  encreafe  the  number  of  reprefentatives : 
No  fuch  thing!  quite  the  reverfe  ! In  the  name  of  heaven  what  is  its  ten- 
dency ? Is  it  a reform  on  any  one  fettled  principle  ? Does  it,  or  would  it  cor- 
reft  any  one  abufe?  No,  Sir,  it  is  nothing  but  alteration  ; a tranfer  of  elec- 
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tion  influence  from  one  fet  of  men  to  another,  which  would  produce  two  or 
three  years  conteft  and  confufion,  and  then,  by  corruption  or  compromife, 
the  dominion  would  fettle  with  the  mofl  powerful  of  the  neighbourhood. 
The  power  M ould  change  hands,  but  the  exercife  of  it  would  be  the  fame. 
And  is  it  for  this  mighty  benefit  that  the  antient  habits  of  the  conftitution 
are  to  be  changed  ? For  this  your  country  is  to  be  vifited  by  jubilee  of  licen- 
tioufnefs,  a faturnalia  of  anarchy  for  a few  years,  before  it  repofes  again  in  the 
abufes  you  now  complain  of  Yet  this  is  the  great  arcanum,  the  facred  myf- 
tery  fent  abroad,  like  the  miracles  of  IMahomet  affifted  by  the  fM^ord,  from 
the  north  to  the  fouth,  from  the  eafl  to  the  weft,  to  fubdue  the  obdurate,  and 
multiply  fubfcribers  to  the  true  faith.  I do  not  mean  the  leaft  difrefpedl  to 
any  man  in  M'hat  I fay  of  this  plan  of  reform.  I fpeak  as  I think  of  it.  I 
think  it  all  confufion  and  danger,  and  nothing  elfe.  And  it  fliews  me  into 
Mdiat  inconfiftencies  even  wife  men  will  falDvhen  they  attempt  a reform,  M'here 
reformation  is  unneceffary,  what  infupportable  difficulties  they  encounter  in 
an  attempt  to  ncM^  model  a conftitution  which  has  ftood  for  centuries  the  ad- 
miration and  envy  of  the  Morld,  and  diftinguiflied  from  all  others  by 
having  preferved  civil  liberty  on  the  earth  at  this  day.  Under  thofe  opinions, 
and  with  this  veneration  for  the  conftitution,  I will  not  fo  far  admit  its  de- 
fects as  to  go  into  a committee  to  amend  it.  I muU  not  carry  into  a com- 
mittee this  chaos  of  rude  materials,  out  of  which  to  create  a new  conftitu- 
tion, vdien  I have  one  already  formed  fo  competent  to  human  happinefs.  I 
M’ill  not  go  paragraph  by  paragraph  through  a plan  of  alteration,  where  al- 
teration is  not  neceflary.  I will  not  keep  the  public  mind  longer  in  a ftate  of 
fufpence  betM’een  free  government  and  fruitlefs  fpeculation,  but  endeavour 
to  refcue  public  tranquillity  from  the  defigns  or  delufions  of  the  vifionary, 
the  rafh,  and  the  reftlefs. 

Much  has  been  faid,  and  much  has  been  inferred  concerning  the  petitions 
M’hich  are  difplayed  on  your  table;  but  when  gentlemen  talk  of  thofe  petitions, 
thev  foro-et  that  there  are  between  two  and  three  millions  of  inhabitants  in 

*/*  O 

this  country.  There  are  feveral  petitions  on  your  table  for  a reform,  fome 
againft  it.  I have  no  doubt  but  the  majority  of  your  petitions  is  in  favour 
of  reform,  becaufe  innovation  is  ever  the  moft  active.  But  it  matters  not  on 
which  fide  the  majority  lies  ; take  them  all  together,  they  are  but  as  a drop 
of  water  to  the  ocean  of  your  population ; they  are  as  a unit  in  comparifon 
to  the  numbers  of  your  people.  And  if  thofe  perfons,  however  refpedable, 
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petition  for  any  great  innovation,  you  have  no  right  to  conclude  the  multi- 
tude on  the  fuggeftion  of  the  few ; and  even  if  it  were  poffible  to  fuppofe 
(which  it  is  not)  that  a majority  of  the  people  petitioned  for  an  alteration  of 
the  conftitution  intrufted  to  you,  you  have  not  a right  to  comply;  you  have 
not,  in  that  cafe,  a right  to  indulge  their  defires,  or  inflidt  on  them  the  ac- 
complifliment  of  their  wiflies.  If  you  comply  in  what  you  think  a public 
injury,  you  are  an  accomplice  in  the  injury,  and  betray  the  intereft  of  the 
people  on  the  bribe  of  their  own  favors. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  by  every  man,  who  feels  for  the  honor  and  the  happi- 
nefs  of  this  country,  that  after  the  reputation  we  have  acquired  and  the  be- 
nefits we  have  obtained ; acquifitions,  limited  only  by  the  bounds  of  our 
own  demands,  and  adequate  to  every  degree  of  human  happinefs;  we  fiiould 
olfer  our  enemies  a pretext  for  charging  us  ndth  a light,  an  inconftant,  and 
reftlefs  charader  ; as  if  the  accomplifinnent  of  our  wiflies  was  but  the  begin- 
ning of  our  difcontents,  and  unlimited  demand  the  oftspring  of  unlimited 
conceffion ; that  we  were  falling  under  the  defcription  IVIontefquieu  gives  of 
a people  unworthy  of  liberty; 

“ A people  grown  impatient  of  the  power  they  have  delegated,  defirous 
“ to  do  every  thing  themfelves,  debate  for  the  fenate,  execute  for  the 
“ magiftrate,  and  decide  for  the  judges.”  That  having  obtained  the  heft 
confiitution  in  the  world,  we  had  not  the  patience  to  try  it  for  one  fefiion  of 
parliament;  but  in  contempt  of  the  high  legiflative  aflemblies,  refolved  our- 
felves  in  five  hundred  little  parliaments  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom,  where 
we  voted  that  conftitution  an  unalterable  grievance,  and  called  aloud  for  a 
new  one.. 

Were  1 at  liberty  to  remonftrate  with  my  countrymen,  whom  I love,  I 
would  atk  them,  do  you  enjoy  freedom?  They  muft  anfwer  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Have  you  commerce?  Undoubted  as  the  ocean  that  furrounds  you. 
Are  you  in  pofleffion  of  all  the  bleffings  that  can  flow  from  the  beft  and  freeft 
government?  You  are.  Is  it  then  wifdom,  is  it  common  fenfe,  when  you 
are  fure  of  thofe,  to  throw  them  back  into  the  ocean  of  uncertainty,  to  com- 
mit them  to  the  wildernefs  of  fpeculation,  or  hazard  of  experiment?  Is  it 
wifdom  to  interrupt  your  enjoyment  of  every  tiling  that  is  valuable,  by 
dreams  of  foinething  more  free  than  freedom,  more  dclirable  than  happinefs? 
The  loweft  man  in  the  community  has  wifdom  enough  to  feel  the  force  of 
this  maxim  : “ When  you  are  well  keep  yourfelves  fo.”  But  there  is  not  a 
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philofopher  in  the  nation  wife  enough  to  fay,  what  would  be  the  confequence 
of  a change : neither  Solon,  nor  Lycurgus,  nor  Plato,  nor  Locke,  nor  Sidney,  if 
they  were  alive,  would  hazard  a conje6ture  as  to  the  etfefts  on  the  conftitution. 
If  you  were  to  adopt  any  one  of  thofe  plans  which  have  been  offered  to  you, 
they  might  make  a democracy,  they  might  make  an  ariftocracy,  they  might 
encreafe  the  po.wer  of  the  crown,  they  might  make  any  thing  but  the  con- 
ftitution of  England;  yet  every  man  in  the  community,  the  gentleman  and  the 
artificer,  the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  the  man  who  can  read,  and  the  man 
who  cannot,  are  all  alike  ready  to  undertake  the  tafk  of  conftitution-making; 
or,  if  any  of  them  fliould  happen  not  to  have  leifure  from  the  fliuttle  or  the 
plough,  they  have  only  to  fay,  “ we  entirely  agree  in  the  plan  of  reform  digeft- 
“ ed  and  agreed  on  by  the  grand  national  convention.”  And  there  is  a con- 
ftitution ready  made  to  their  hands.  I do  not  fay  our  conftitution,  the  work 
only  of  human  wifdom,  is  without  defe<!d ; but  there  is  an  inherent  flrength 
in  it,  that  has  in  all  convulfions  produced  remedies  for  its  evils  and  controuls 
for  its  exceffes ; and  through  many  revolutions  has  maintained  liberty  to  this 
day.  Now  you  have  got  it  do  not  throw  it  away;  condefcend  to  enjoy  it 
and  be  happy;  your  country  wants  improvement;  your  conftitution  does 
not ; cultivate  the  one,  and  you  will  be  fure  to  enjoy  the  other.  But  if  you 
grow  difcontented  with  your  form  of  government,  and  are  diftradted  about 
new  fchemes  and  new  fyftems,  you  will  be  dupes  of  defigning  men  in  your 
owm  country,  and  ftrangers  will  not  come  near  you.  Amldfl  your  contro- 
verfies  and  your  arms,  the  ftranger  would  not  know  where  to  find  the  laws 
that  are  to  be  his  prote6lion ; and  you  may  find,  perhaps  too  late,  that  you 
have  been  cheated  of  your  happinefe;  you  M'ill  be  thought  an  unreafonable, 
and  you  will  feel  yourfelves  an  unfortunate  people ; a people  whom  commerce 
could  not  enrich,  and  whom  freedom  could  not  fatisfy: 


No.  LXXIl. 


The  Speeches  of  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  Beresford  on  the  Reveyiues  of 

Ireland.  (P.  85.) 

MR.  GRATTAN  began  wfith  obferving,  though  the  interference  ofaper- 
fon  utterly  unconnected  with  revenue  matters,  in  that  department  which  was 
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fo  ably  adminiftered  by  the  prefent  commiffioners,  might  have  foniewhat  of 
an  invidious  afpedt,  yet  he  was  happy  to  declare  that  thofe  gentlemen  had 
not  viewed  it  in  that  light,  but  had  M'ith  the  utmoft  alacrity  given  him  every 
poflible  affiftance,  in  promoting  the  obje6t  for  which  the  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, and  it  appeared  to  him  throughout,  that  they  had  acted  not  only 
honorably  and  diligently,  but  with  a laudable  ambition  to  diftinguifli  them- 
felves  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  high  truft  repofed  in  them.  He  there- 
fore defired  to  be  confidered,  as  not  imputing  the  fmalleft  fault  or  applying 
the  leaf;  cenfure  to  thofe  gentlemen,  while  he  endeavoured  to  rectify  fome 
errors  and  abufes,  that  in  a fucceflion  of  many  years,  and  under  different 
boards,  had  found  way  into  the  revenue  eftablifliment.  Having  faid  this,  in 
juftification  of  the  prefent  commiffioners,  to  whom  he  declared  no  blame  was 
imputable. 

He  proceeded  to  ftate  the  expence  of  colledling  the  revenue  at  two  periods, 
viz.  1758  and  1783. 

In  1758,  he  hated  the  expence  of  colle6tingto  have  amounted  to  j^8l,000 
In  1783,  it  amounted  to  - - - - 180,000 

In  the  latter  period,  he  allowed  that  - - - 23,000 

an  expence  incurred  by  the  new  cuftom-houfe  was  included  ; but 
dedu6ling  that  expence,  the  expence  of  colleding  amounted  to  157,000 
The  increafe  of  collecting,  he  faid,  did  not  arife  from  the  increafe  of  arti- 
cles taxed,  or  any  neceffity  of  adding  to  the  number  of  officers  employed 
in  colledting,  as  was  obvious  to  any  one  who  would  confider  that  mof;  of  the 
new  taxes  were  only  additional  duties  on  articles  heretofore  taxed ; and  it 
was  as  eafy  for  an  officer  to  receive  two  ffiillings  as  one  on  any  article ; there- 
fore that  the  increafe  of  expence  arofe  from  the  increafe  of  falaries,  he  thought 
might  very  fairly  be  prefumed. 

In  the  year  1758,  the  expence  of  colle6ting,  he  faid,  was  about  13  per  cent, 
at  prefent  it  is  l6. 

The  revenue  expen ces  are  divided  into  two  claffes — the  eftabliffiment  and 


the  incidents. 

In  1758,  the  eftabliffiment  was  _ _ - ,^58,000 

In  1783,  - - - - - . 92,000 

In  1758,  the  incidents  were  - - - - 17,000 

In  1783,  - - - - - - 79,000 


The  per  centage  for  a courfe  of  years  fluftuated  from  ten  to  fourteen ; at 
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pi  efent  it  is  fix  teen ; fo  that  the  expence  of  collecting  the  revenue  is  not  in- 
creafed  by  the  incrcafe  of  the  revenue  itfelf,  but  by  the  increafe  of  the  per 
centage. 

O ^ 

I have  now,  Sir,  continued  he,  fliewn  you  the  fa6ls,  but  not  their  caufes  ; 
in  order  to  come  at  their  caufes,  I moved  that  an  account  fliould  be  laid  be- 
fore the  committee  of  all  the  additions  that  had  been  made  to  the  revenue  efta- 
blitlimeiits  fince  1758,  ftating  the  caufes  of  fuch  additions,  and  the  authority 
by  which  they  were  made;  this  account  was  made  out,  it  employed  feveral 
clerks  for  feveral  weeks,  and  is  indeed  fo  voluminous,  that  I own  I have  not 
yet  had  time  to  look  through  it;  Ido  not  therefore  condemn  nor  approve 
what  may  there  be  found ; when  the  committee  examines,  they  will  be  the 
befi:  judges ; they  will,  I believe,  fee  much  to  reform ; and  I am  convinced 
from  the  candour  of  the  commilfioners,  which  I have  already  experienced, 
they  will  have  their  alTiftance. 

I find  that  there  exifls  a charity  fund  for  fuperannuated  officers,  fuch  as 
liave  ferved  forty  years  without  cenfure : this  fund  is  fupplied  by  a ftoppage 
of  fix-pence  in  the  pound  of  all  falaries,  and  the  fuperannuated  officer  re- 
ceives out  of  it  3-5ths  of  his  falary.  When  this  fund  has  been  found  infuf- 
ficient,  from  the  increafed  number  of  revenue  officers,  penfions  have  been 
granted  on  the  incidents,  in  order  to  make  it  out.  The  progrefs  is  natural, 
from  private  charity  to  public  bounty,  and  from  public  bounty  to  abufe. 
Every  man  who  is  tired  of  doing  his  duty,  or  who  is  unable  or  unwilling  to 
do  it,  if  he  can  make  intereft  with  government,  gets  an  order  to  the  com- 
miffioners,  and  is  immediately  put  on  the  revenue  incidents,  from  which  he 
in  fadt  receives  a penfion;  not  an  open,  but  a mafked  penfion.  I do  not  fpeak 
of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  or  the  prefent  commiffioners.  This  abufe  has 
been  growing  five  and  twenty  years;  the  prefent  is  the  proper  time  to  check  it. 

I find  that  the  number  of  penfions  on  the  incidents  are  343 — I have  made 
obfervations  on  almoft  all  of  them,  but  I will  not  go  through  the  painful  talk 
of  animadverting  on  them  now,  as  my  objedl  is  to  prevent  future  abufes, 
not  to  difturb  the  prefent  poffeffors ; I muft,  however,  remark,  that  having 
ferved  forty  years,  has  not  always  been  deemed  a necelfary  title  to  a penfion  ; 
thirty-eight  years,  thirty-five  years,  twenty-nine  years,  twenty-two  years,  and 
fometimes  the  words  longfervice,  have  been  deemed  fufficient. 

Great  importunity,  I know,  will  at  laft  prevail  over  men ; and  however  the 
commiffioners  may  determine  to  adl  with  rigorous  attention,  and  to  grant  no 
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penfions  but  to  men  who  have  ferved  the  neceflary  period  of  forty  years,  yet 
ftill  they  will  be  fortified  in  tlieir  determination  by  a refohition  of  this  houfe; 
befides  there  are  many  offices  in  the  revTnue  tliat  may  be  performed  by  men 
who  are  become  unfit  for  the  more  active  and  laborious  duties:  and  bv  put- 
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ting  fuch  men  into  thofe  eafy  offices,  the  neceffity  of  penfions  may  in  a great 
meafure  be  obviated. 

The  orders  of  government  have  fometimes  iffued  to  place  perfons  on  tlie  re- 
Tenue  incidents,  without  any  reference  to  the  commiffioners,  or  any  rcafoii 
being  affigned  to  entitle  the  penfioner  to  fuch.  This  kind  of  procedure 
carries  its  own  cenfure  along  with  it.  Government  would  not  iffue  a peremp- 
tory order,  if  any  reafons  could  be  found  for  granting  fuch  penfions.  This  is, 
I think,  a very  great  hardfhip  on  the  commiffioners,  who  often  refifted,  but 
refiffed  in  vain.  Where  men  are  refponfible,  they  fhould  have  power;  and 
what  they  have  not  power  to  controul,  they  fhould  not  be  anfwerable  for. 

To  remedy  this  abufe,  and  to  fortify  the  commiffioners,  I will  proppfe  a 
refolution,  “ That  no  perfon  fhall  be  entitled  to  receiv’e  a penfion  on  the  re- 
“ venue  incidents,  who  has  not  ferved  forty  years  Avithout  cenfure,  or  who  has 
“ not  been  fo  Av^ounded  or  hurt  in  difeharge  of  his  duty,  as  to  be  rendered  to- 
“ tally  unfit  for  fervice;  or  Avho  is  not  the  AvidoAV  of  fome  officer  that  has  lofl 
“ bis  life  in  the  reA^enue  fervice.” 

I find,  Sir,  that  there  have  been  granted  feveral  additional  falaries,  Avhich 
have  been  continued  to  the  fucceffors  of  the  grantee: — This  practice  I Avould 
abolifii,  as  nothing  Avould  be  more  abfurd,  than  to  rcAvard  John  for  the  fer- 
vices  performetl  by  Tom. 

Some  cxpence  has  alfo  been  incurred  by  the  experimental  offices: — Thefe 
cannot  be  abolifhed,  but  may  be  limited  to  two  years. 

I come  noAV  to  iifelefs  officers,  Avhofe  employments,  I think,  ought  to  l)e 
aboliflied  as  they  fall  in ; though  it  AA'ould  be  cruel  to  turn  the  prefent  pof- 
feffors  adrift,  as  they  have  no  other  means  of  living. 

And  firft,  land-carriage  officers.  Thefe  appear  to  be  of  \’ery  little  ufe,  and 
from  the  nature  of  their  duty  cannot  Avell  be  inoA'ed  into  any  other  fituation. 
It  is  impoffible  for  them  to  perform  any  confiderable  fervice,  except  by  fearch- 
ing  all  perfons  coming  in  or  going  out  of  the  city;  and  this  Avould  be  a breach 
of  law,  and  an  high  infringement  of  the  fubjeft’s  liberty. 

I defiled  to  know  the  amount  of  falaries  paid  to  this  clafs  of  men  for  ten 
years  laft  paft,  and  find  it  amounts  to  12,000/.  the  feizures  made  by  them  in 
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the  fame  fpace  of  time  amount  to  1000/.  Their  ufefulnefs  may  be  eftimated 
from  thofe  circumftances. 

Coaft  officers  are  of  as  little  ufe  as  land-carriage  officers,  and  with  them 
ought  to  be  aboliffied. 

I fent  for  a paper  to  inform  myfelf  concerning  hearth-money  officers.  I 
find  that  fince  the  year  1760,  the  hearth-money  has  increafed  10,000/.  per  an- 
num, and  that  the  expence  of  colledling  it  has  increafed  one-third;  the 
revenue  of  hearth-money  has  increafed  one-fixth,  and  the  expence  of  col- 
ledling  it  one-third  ; — this  is  in  a great  meafure  owing  to  the  creation  of  new 
colledors.  I enquired  into  the  neceffity  of  that  creation,  and  was  informed 
that  it  arofe  from  the  great  extent  of  fome  of  the  former  difi:ri(5ls  ; a fingle 
colledlor  being  formerly  obliged  to  colledt  in  a range  often  from  thirty  to 
forty  miles.  Yet  I do  not  find  that  any  great  increafe  of  the  hearth-money 
took  place  dire(5tly  after  the  creation  of  additional  colle6lors;  and  the  10,000/. 
a year,  which  I have  ftated  may,  I think,  rather  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the 
increafe  of  houfes  in  twenty-four  years,  than  from  the  increafe  of  hearth- 
money  collectors. 

Hearth-money  fupervifors  appear  to  me  veiy  ufelefs  officers,  and  may  be 
put  down;  but  this  I fubmit  to  the  commiffioners;  at  prefent  I do  not  mean 
* to  take  any  further  notice  either  of  them  or  coaft  officers. 

The  law  expences  incurred  by  the  revenue  every  year  are  already  enor- 
moully  great,  and  ought  to  be  reduced;  I fpeak  freely  on  this  head,  becaufe 
I know  that  the  prefent  law  fervants  of  the  crown  are  too  independent  in 
fortune  and  principle,  to  regard  any  vails  of  this  fort. 

The  number  of  bills  palled  eachfeffion  have  increafed,  and  thefelfions  being- 
in  future  annual,  mult  alfo  multiply  expence;  this  is  therefore  a fubject  worthy 
of  enquiry:  I do  not  mean  to  move  any  thing  on  it  at  prefent,  but  lhall  jufi 
mention  that  Nvithin  a very  lliort  fpace,  the  law  expences  have  amounted  to 
1 1 ,000/. 

Revenue  cruizers  have  been  another  fubjeft  of  very  great  expence. 

The  feizures  made  by  thefe  vellels  amount  to  40,000/. 

The  expence  of  their  eltablilhment  to  140,000/.  Till  of  late  there  has  been 
one  great  error  in  the  mode  of  conducing  thefe  velTels,  which  is  now 
redified  by  the  commiffioners.  The  error  was  this  : the  captain  of  each  crui- 
zer  was  permitted  to  fupply  his  own  crew  with  provifions,  for  Avhich  he  made 
a charge  againft  the  revenue.  Nowit  is  manifeft,  that  this  made  it  his  interefi: 
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to  have  nominally  a large  crew,  but  a6lually  a finall  one.  That  it  M'as  his 
intereft  to  ftay  on  fliore,  Avhere  his  men  being  at  liberty  to  provide  for  them- 
felves,  while  he  charged  their  daily  allowance;  and  that  he  never  could  want 
a pretence  to  day  on  lliorc;  and  while  he  was  always  at  liberty  to  have  his 
velTel  under  repair,  to  enlarge  her  from  time  to  time,  always  enlarging  his 
crew  in  proportion;  this  was  indeed,  a moft  happy  invention  to  rcAvard  men 
for  not  doing  their  duty;  and  this  I am  happy  to  fee  abolitlied. 

The  next  abufe  that  I tliall  date  is,  the  abfence  of  collectors  from  their 
didricls. 

The  colledior  is  an  officer  of  very  great  confequence,  and  the  true  per- 
formance of  his  duty  would  be  of  high  advantage  to  the  public.  In  his 
diftrift  he  has  all  the  authority  of  a commidioner;  he  Ihould  regulate  all  the 
officers  under  him  ; and  yet  fo  far  are  many  collectors  from  doing  this,  that 
they  fcarce  ever  fee  the  place  of  their  collection,  but  leave  their  duty  to  be 
done  by  a clerk,  whom  the  law  does  not  recognize,  and  who  is  not  anfwerable 
to  the  hoard  for  his  conduCt;  he  gives  no  fecurity  to  the  public ; and  not 
iinfrequently  have  great  dims  been  loft  by  trufting  to  fuch  men.  One  of  my 
refolutions,  therefore,  goes  to  compel  the  refidence  of  collectors. 

Another  regulation  that  I think  Avould  much  promote  the  due  collection  of 
the  revenue  is,  the  raifing  of  officers  from  the  lower  to  the  higher  departments 
infuccedion;  I do  not  mean  an  indifcriminate  fuccedion  by  feniority,  but 
that  in  every  department  of  the  revenue,  as  at  prcfent  in  the  excife,  men  ac- 
quainted Avith  the  bufmefs  fhould  rife  by  fuccedive  degrees,  and  that  he  a\  ho 
has  been  checked,  diould  check  in  his  turn. 

The  furveyors-general  have  tAvo  falaries,  one  a fixed  falai  v of  300/.  a year 
on  the  eftablifiiment,  the  other  200/.  on  the  incidents.  I Avould  Avifli  to  have 
this  altered,  and  that  they  fiiould  be  paid  a premium  of  a certain  dim  per  day, 
Avhile  they  Avere  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

I come  now  to  the  lad  article,  though  I mean  firft  to  move  upon  it,  becaufe 
gentlemen  Avho  coincide  A\  ith  me  on  moft  of  the  other  points  Avhich  I have 
mentioned,  did'er  upon  this. 

The  cudom-officers — they  Avere  originally  effective  officers,  but  Avhen  the 
revenue  Avas  formed,  they  Avere  rendered  ufelefs,  and  therefore  Ave  noAv  find 
them  on  our  civil  eftablifiiment;  aftei'Avards,  Avhen  the  croAvn  took  the  revenue 
into  its  OAvn  hands,  it  Avas  thought  prudent  to  employ  in  the  collection  the 
perfons  that  had  been  employed  by  the  farmers;  the  cuftom  officers  con-tinued 
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ufelefs ; iiotwlthrtandiiig  this,  additional  falaries  have  been  granted  to  them, 
which  are  in  fa6t  maflced  penfions.  I know  ^vhile  I fpeak  on  this  fubjedl,  I 
ftand  on  delicate  ground;  but  with  Avliat  face  could  I propofe  a redu^Iion  of 
petty  officers,  and  leave  thofe  great  ones  remaining?  The  greatnefs  of  the 
perfons  who  polfefs  them  are  my  heft  apology,  for  while  their  talents  and  for- 
tune render  them  fit  for  the  higheft  departments  in  the  ftate,  I truft  their  mag- 
nanimity Avill  teach  them  to  defpife  the  paltry  emoluments  of  cuftom  offices. 
I would  not  venture  to  fpeak  thus  to  inferior  minds,  but  as  I have  had  the  aid 
of  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  in  the  other  parts  of  the  reform  I have  propofed, 
I doubt  not  they  will  affift  me,  even  Avhere  they  are  themfelves  in  fome  degree 
affedled. 

I have  called  thofe  additional  falaries,  malked  penfions  ; they  are  fo  indeed, 
and  of  the  moft  exceptionable  kind.  There  are  not,  indeed,  above  feven  or 
eight  of  them  in  the  kingdom,  but  the}^  may  increafe,  and  this  is  the  time  to 
ftop  them;  I have  therefore  prepared  a refolution  for  that  purpofe,  which  will 
not  aflle6l  the  prefent  poffelfors,  but  eventually  will  prove  highly  advantageous 
to  the  nation. 

]Mr.  Grattan  then  moved  his  refolution,  “ To  prevent  the  grant  of  any  fu- 

ture  additional  falary  to  cuftom  officers.” 

Right  Honorable  John  Beresford — I was  very  happy.  Sir,  Avhen  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  undertook  the  talk  of  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of  the 
great  expence  of  collediing  the  revenue,  becaufe  I Avas  very  certain,  that  an 
enquiry,  ably  and  impartially  concluded,  Avould  fully  evince  to  the  public, 
that  the  aflertions  Asdiich  have  been  fo  liberally  made  for  fome  years  paft,  and 
the  infin nations  Avhich  have  been  throAvn  out,  of  the  prodigality  and  pro- 
fufion  of  the  prefent  board  of  commiffioners  of  the  revenue,  Avere  Avithout  any 
fort  of  foundation.  I therefore  took  the  liberty  of  feconding  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman’s  motion  for  this  enquiry,  and  I am  noAv,  not  a little  proud, 
to  find  that  a four  months  laborious  examination  has  confirmed  my  conftant 
aflertions,  and  overturned  the  feveral  charges  laid  to  the  door  of  the  revenue 
board;  the  right  honorable  gentleman  has  fully  accjuitted  them;  but  has 
ftated  fome  errors  and  abufes,  Avhich  appear  to  him  to  have  crept  into  the 
revenue  eftablifiiment,  in  a fucceflion  of  many  years,  AV'hich  he  Aviflies  to  be 
redified. 

He  has  ftated,  that  fince  the  year  1758,  the  percentage  expence  of  coh 
leding  the  revenue  has  greatly  increafed. 
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If  the  right  honorable  gentleman  will  take  the  trouble  of  examining  that 
voluminous  heap  of  papers,  (cuftom  houfe  accounts,  and  reports,  which  Mr. 
Grattan  had  called  for)  he  will  find,  that  he  has  chofen  an  unfair  £era  for  his 
comparifon,  for  that  immediately  after  the  period  of  1758,  at  which  time  there 
had  been  a parliamentary  enquiry  into  the  management  of  the  revenue,  there 
was  not  only  a general  increafe  of  the  number  of  tide  waiters,  and  boatmen  in 
the  feveral  ports  of  the  kingdom,  but  that  an  addition  was  made  to  their  fala- 
ries,  AN'liereby  there  was  an  increafe  to  the  eftablilhment  of  about  10,000/.  a year. 

The  right  honorable  gentleman  will  alfo  fee  that  fmee  the  ifle  of  Man  was 
ceded  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  the  whole  fyftem  of  preventing  fmug- 
gling  has  neceflarily  undergone  a total  change,  and  a change  attended  with  a 
great  additional  expence;  before  that  period  our  cruifers  confifted  of  fmall 
open  wherries,  wdiich  wxre  fufficient  to  guard  our  coafts  againft  fmugglers, 
wdio  carried  on  their  trade  in  the  fame  fort  of  vefl’els;  but  fince  by  the  ceffion 
of  the  Ifleof  j\Ian,  the  fmugglers  have  been  driven  to  Dunkirk,  Gottenburg, 
and  other  diftant  ports,  and  of  courfehave  been  obliged  to  increafe  the  fize  of 
the  fiiipping.  We  have  been  obliged  to  follow  them,  ftep  by  ftep,  until  we 
have  got  to  ftout  cruifers,  fitted  out  with  from  tw  elve  to  twenty  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  well  furnilhed  with  ammunition,  and  manned  wdth  an  adequate  num- 
ber of  fcamen.  Such  an  alteration  in  our  naval  eftablilhment,  every  gentle- 
man muft  fee,  w'as  neceflarily  attended  with  a very  great  additional  expence. 

The  law  expences  of  the  revenue  have  alfo  increafed  exceedingly,  and  par- 
ticularly that  part  of  them  wdiich  arifes  from  the  bufinefs  of  drawdng  bills  for 
this  houfe.  Formerly  there  were  but  three  bills  to  be  paid  for;  the  great 
money  bill,  as  it  is  called,  the  loan  bill,  and  the  revenue  bill;  of  late  years, 
the  enlargement  of  our  trade  has  necelfarily  caufed  many  bills  every  feflions, 
wdiich  amount  to  an  enormous  expence. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  revenue  is  infinitely  increafed,  in- 
foniLich  that  inftead  of  meeting  at  eleven  o’clock,  and  adjourning  at  two,  we 
are  obliged  to  meet  at  half-paft  ten,  and  fit  until  four,  and  often  until  five 
o’clock;  the  increafe  of  bufinefs  of  courfe  is  attended  with  an  increafe  of  ex- 
pence. 

The  right  honorable  gentleman  has  faid,  that  the  per  centage  of  the  col- 
lection has  varied  very  conliderably  fince  the  year  1758,  from  twelve  to  fix- 
teen  per  cent.  The  nature  of  incidental  expences  is  variable,  they  cannot  be 
otherwdfe ; but  the  high  per  centage  of  one  year  is  not  a proof  of  an  increafed 
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eftablilliment.  For  inftance,  the  higheft  per  centage  1 remember,  was  in  the 
year  1781;  when  the  colle6lion  came  to  eighteen  per  cent,  in  1782,  it  coib 
but  lixteen ; and  yet  the  a6tual  fum  expended  in  the  latter  3'ear  was  higher 
than  that  of  tlie  former,  altliough  the  per  centage  was  lefs,  for  the  per  cen- 
tage does  not  depend  folely  upon  the  number  of  officers,  or  their  falaries,  but 
upon  the  proportion  which  the  expence  bears  to  the  fum  colle6led;  and  there- 
fore becaufe  in  the  year  1781,  the  revenue  was  very  low,  and  the  fum  colledled 
fmall,  the  per  centage  amounted  to  eighteen  per  cent,  vdiereas  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  when  the  fum  colleded  was  larger,  the  per  centage  was  but  fixteen, 
although  the  expence  of  collecting  was  higher  than  thej^ear  before.  Let  the 
expence  of  collecting  be  the  fame  in  two  given  years,  and  let  the  fum  col- 
leded  in  one  of  them  be  double  that  of  the  other,  and  the  per  centage  will  be 
but  half  as  much  in  that  year. 

It  has  been  the  falhion  for  feveral  j-ears  to  judge  of  the  expence  of  col- 
le6ting  our  revenue,  by  comparing  it  vdth  the  colledion  of  the  cuftoms  and 
excife  in  England.  Nothing  can  be  falfer  than  fuch  a comparifon,  becaufe 
every  part  of  England  where  officers  are  ftationed  is  produ6live,  every  port 
brings  in  revenue  to  the  public,  and  the  excife  is  univerfally  produ6tive:  But 
what  is  the  cafe  in  Ireland  ? Perhaps  gentlemen  will  be  furpiifed  to  hear  that 
out  of  twenty-five  ports  there  are  but  feven,  which  pay  the  expence  of  col- 
lefting,  although  the  neceffity'  of  a revenue  eftablillmient  in  the  other  nineteen 
is  a facl  too  manifeft  to  require  the  aid  of  argument. 

I fliall,  however,  to  open  gentlemen’s  e3’es,  juft  ftate  to  the  houfe  a few 
inftances:  — Cork  and  Limerick  are  two  of  the  produftive  ports;  between 
them  lie  Kinfale,  Baltimore,  and  Tralee  or  Dingle,  ports  Avhich  do  not  go  near 
to  pay  the  expence  of  their  own  efiablilhments;  the  colleftion  of  Kinfale 
cofts  one  hundred  and  thirty'-nine  percent,  that  of  Dingle  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  feventy-feven,  and  that  of  Baltimore  two  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred per  cent,  but  if  thefe  ports  even  were  left  unguarded,  veiy  little  indeed 
would  be  collefted  at  Cork  or  Limerick,  the  fmugglers  Avould  foon  find  an 
eafy  way  of  fupplying  thefe  two  great  cities  from  the  inferior  ports. 

If  an3"  man  has  a mind  to  judge  fairly  of  the  colledion  of  the  revenue,  let 
him  not  go  to  ports  which  ha\  e no  trade,  Avhich  cannot  pay  their  own  eftablifii- 
ment,  but  let  him  look  at  the  productive  ports;  in  Dublin,  Avhere  the  expence 
is  the  heavieft,  both  in  the  incidental  and  eftablillied  expences,  becaufe  the 
greateft  part  of  the  laAv  expence  is  incurred  there,  and  moil  of  the  repairs  and 
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building  of  boats  and  veffels  is  executed  there,  and  on  account  of  the  great 
W’eight  of  the  new  cuftom-houfe  expence,  and  becaufe  the  falaries  of  the  com- 
miffioners  and  all  the  principal  and  cheque  officers  are  paid  there,  the  per  cent- 
age  amounts  to  fixteen  per  cent. — in  Limerick  it  is  but  fourteen,  in  Belfaft  but 
nine,  in  Londonderry  but  eight,  in  Waterford  but  feven  and  a half,  in  Cork 
but  fix. 

Inftead  of  comparing  Ireland  with  England,  it  would  be  more  juft  to  com- 
pare her  with  Scotland,  in  point  of  revenue  colledion,  becaufe  that  her  fitua- 
tion  and  circumftances  are  more  fimilar  to  ours.  If  this  be  done,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  per  centage  in  Scotland  amounts  to  thirty-three  per  cent. 

But  if  gentlemen  will  compare  this  country  with  England,  they  ftiould,  I 
infill  upon  it,  only  take  the  net  revenue  of  England  into  the  account,  for  the 
circumftances  of  England  and  Ireland  are  very  different  indeed  in  point  of 
importation;  the  former  imports  not  only  for  her  own  confumption,  but  for 
that  of  the  whole  world ; the  latter  for  her  own  confumption  only.  England 
has  her  colonies  in  Afia,  Africa  and  America,  and  Ihe  hrings  home  the  produce 
of  all  thefe  colonies  to  her  own  ports,  where  they  pay  a great  duty  at  import; 
but  as  thefe  goods  are  not  for  her  confumption  only,  but  to  be  exported 
again  to  other  countries,  and  not  only  to  draw  back  thefe  duties  lb  paid,  but 
to  receive  a bounty  ])offibly  on  the  exportation,  the  real  duty  returned,  that 
is,  the  duty  on  their  own  confumption,  is  all  that  can  fairly  be  compared  with 
the  duties  of  a country  whicli  has  no  colonies,  and  which  imports  only  for 
her  own  ufe. 

Gentlemen  who  have  chofen  to  compare  our  colledion  with  that  of  Eng- 
land, have  afferted,  that  our’s  coll  fourteen  per  cent,  when  the  cuftoms  of 
England  coft  but  feven.  Now,  in  making  this  calculation,  gentlemen  have 
taken  the  mere  falaries  and  incidents,  as  they  appear  upon  the  face  of  the 
higheft  cuftom-houfe  accounts,  and  have  omitted  many  expences,  particularly 
tlrofe  of  the  revenue  cruifers  and  the  admiralty  cruifers  employed  in  the  re- 
venue fervice,  the  expence  of  which  they  Avill  find  in  the  late  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  fmuggling,  &c.  in  EnglaiKk 
If  they  take  thefe  into  the  account,  they  will  find  it  to  ftand  thus: 

The  grofs  revenue  of  cuftoms  is  in  England  - - - 3,8/3,985 

Expence  of  colleclion,  as  ftated  in  cuftom-houfe  accounts  - - 281,209 

To  which  add  the  revenue  cruifers  - - . - - 42,845 

Admiralty  cruifers  in  revenue  fervice 220,220 
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' This  will  be  found  to  be  as  one  hundred  are  to  fourteen,  or  fourteen  per 
cent,  upon  tlie  grofs — But  if  you  calculate  upon  the  net  revenue,  you  will 
find  it  as  one  hundred  are  to  twenty-one,  or  twenty-one  per  cent,  and  in  this 
calculation  the  expen ces  attending  law  are  not  included,  which  niuft  be  very 
heavy,  as  all  fuits  are  carried  on  in  the  Exchequer.  So  that  take  this  matter 
in  any  light,  and  the  hatement  and  affertions  of  gentlemen  will  be  found  to 
be  erroneous. 

In  1744,  after  the  union  of  the  boards,  this  change  of  our  eftablifliment  was 
5000/.  greater  than  it  was  kill  year;  a fure  proof  that  the  prefent  commiffioners 
have  not  been  wantino;  in  their  endeavours  to  reduce  them. 

The  incidents,  I acknowledge,  are  very  great;  but  dedu6l  23,000/.  the  ex- 
pence incurred  by  the  new  cuftom-houfe,  and  they  are  brought  into  a more 
moderate  compafs.  We  are  ftill  endeavouring  to  cut  them  down  further,  and 
if  any  gentleman  vdll  point  out  a fmgle  article  in  that  account  of  incidents, 
now  lying  on  your  table,  where  a laving  can  be  made,  I lhall  be  ready  here- 
after to  fuller  any  cenfure  the  houfe  can  devife,  if  fuch  faving  be  not  made. 

The  next  obje61s  taken  notice  of  by  the  right  honorable  gentleman  are,  the 
falaries  of  the  fuperannuated  officers.  Thefe  falaries  arife  from  two  funds, 
one  is  a fubfeription  amongll  the  officers  themfelves,  from  which  every  man 
who  has  been  a fubferiber  for  feven  years  is  entitled  to  an  annuity  propor- 
tioned to  his  rate  of  fubfeription.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  Avill  fee 
that  this  is  the  private  property  of  the  officers  themfelves,  purchafed  with 
their  own  money,  and  over  which  parliament  can  have  no  controul. 

The  other  fund  is  the  common  incidents.  As  to  the  penfions  granted  on 
this,  I confefs  I agree  with  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  that  many  of  them 
are  very  great  abufes.  Of  late,  it  is  grown  a falhion  for  men  to  get  out  upon 
their  full  falaries:  moft  people  would  rather  be  paid  for  doing  nothing,  than 
for  doing  fomething.  For  my  own  part,  I lliould  like  it  very  well  myfelf; 
but  at  the  fame  time  I know,  that  while  I am  able  to  do  my  duty  I ought  to 
be  compelled  to  do  it.  I agree  with  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  as  to  the 
period  of  fervice  which  lliould  entitle  a man  to  be  fuperannuated  on  his  full 
falary ; forty  years  was  fixed  by  Sir  William  Olborne,  vdien  firft  I went  into 
the  revenue,  but  foon  after  that  rule  was  broken  through,  and  men  of  all 
frandings  allowed  to  enjoy  their  otium.  However,  I mufi,  fay  that  if  the 
board  had  not  frequently  remonftrated  with  government  againft  this  pra61ice, 
the  number  on  the  lift  would  have  been  double  at  this  day.  If  there  are  now 
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upon  it  343  numbers,  as  the  right  honorable  gentleman  has  ftated,  many  of 
them  are  widoM^s,  who  were  put  upon  it  by  the  humanity  of  Lord  Bucking- 
ham ; during  his  ad minift ration  the  widows  fund  failed,  and  if  he  had  not  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  interfere  for  their  relief,  thefe  poor  people  muft  have 
ftaiwed. 

The  right  honorable  gentleman  feems  to  think  land-carriage  officers  ufelefs, 
but  I can  aflfure  him  they  are  a very  neceflary  fet  of  men.  Their  duty  is  to 
watch  the  avenues  of  great  cities,  and  fee  that  all  excifeable  goods  have  per- 
mits ; and  the  very  reafon  why  they  do  not  make  feizures  is,  becaufe  their 
vigilance  is  known  to  be  fo  great,  that  fmugglers  will  not  run  the  rifk  of 
bringing  their  goods  paft  them.  However,  if  land-carriage  officers  make  few 
feizures,  it  is  amply  compeufated  by  another  fet  of  men,  who  have  no  falaries 
at  all,  but  what  arife  from  a fund  created  by  themfelves — the  preventive  offi- 
cers : thefe  men  have  made  very  confiderable  feizures  indeed. 

IMr.  Beresford  then  proceeded  to  the  hearth-money;  pointed  out  the  abufes 
that  had  obtained  in  that  department,  and  the  remedies  that  had  been  ap- 
plied ; from  which  he  went  on  to  the  article  of  revenue  cruizers,  agreeing 
with  ]Mr.  Grattan  in  what  he  had  faid  concerning  them  : he  alfo  agreed  with 
him  as  to  the  neceffity  of  colledtors  refiding  within  their  diftrids,  and  as  to  the 
propriety  of  deferving  officers  being  promoted  in  fucceffion,  and  the  mode 
propofed  of  paying  furveyors  general : in  a word,  he  agreed  with  the  whole 
ofJMr.  Grattan’s  plan  of  regulation,  fave  only  as  to  cuftom  officers,  who,  he 
faid,  were  officers  by  the  common  law,  were  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  ought 
uot  to  be  abolilhed. 


No.  LXXIII. 

The  Speech  of  Mr.  Gardiner  on  Irijh  Commerce.  (P.  85.) 

MR.  GARDINER  faid,  it  is  notmy^  fault  that  this  bufmefs  lies  under  an 
additional  difadvantage,  from  the  late  part  of  the  feffion  in  which  it  is  intro- 
duced. It  is  in  the  recolledion  of  gentlemen,  that  no  endeavours  of  mine 
were  wanting  to  bring  it  in  on  an  earlier  da}\  I muft  confefs  this  is  an 
arduous  bufmefs,  and  far  exceeding  my  ftrength ; but  I hope  and  requeft  the 
affiftance  of  gentlemen  of  greater  talents  than  I poflefs.  I only  furnilh  the 
raw  materials,  let  tliem  ered  the  fuperftrudure. 
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I lhall,  lir,  firl't  ftate  the  purport  of  my  propofitions.  This  is  a nieafiire  to 
reftrain  importation,  but  does  not  affect  the  exportation  of  raw  materials. 
Gentlemen  would  have  the  evidence  on  that  head  alfo  included  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  but  one  had  no  connexion  with  the  other.  The  committee 
Avas  ordered  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  manufadlures  at  large,  but  they  did  it 
partially ; they  confined  themfelves  to  the  Avoollen  branch,  to  blankets,  car- 
pets, hats,  &c.  ]\Iy  fyftem  is  not  confined  to  thefe  objedls  only,  but  alfo 
includes  paper,  hardware,  and  other  articles.  The  weaving  branch  is  certainly 
a very  material  branch  of  commerce,  but  other  objedls  alfo  have  their  Aveight. 

Here  jMr.  Gardiner  obviated  many  objections  Avhich  he  faid  had  been  made 
to  his  meafure.  It  is  not,  faid  he,  calculated  to  divide,  but  to  unite  the  tAVO 
countries.  The  people  of  England  Avill  think  it  no  caufe  of  enmity  Avith  us, 
that  Ave  folloAv  their  example.  She  adopted  protedling  duties,  becaufe  Ihe 
thought  it  her  intereft — let  us  adl  the  fame  part — Avhat’s  good  for  one,  muft 
be  good  for  the  other. 

The  meafure  is  no  oppofition  to  government.  I neA’er  made  it  my  bufinefs 
to  introduce  any  thing  for  the  purpofe  of  embarraffmg  government.  On  the 
contraiy,  I thought  it  my  duty  to  fupport  them  Avhen  right.  I think  it  alfo 
my  duty  to  admonilh  them  of  their  error  Avhen  wrong.  Government  ought 
to  be  informed  of  the  grievances  of  the  people. 

This  meafure  has  not  been  brought  forward  irregularly — it  is  grounded  on 
the  report  of  a committee,  and  the  petitions  of  the  people.  I confefs,  fir,  I am 
ftrongly  biafl’ed  in  its  favor.  The  defpondency  and  diftrefs  of  this  country, 
together  Avith  the  juftice  and  expediency  of  the  meafure  itfelf,  muft  make 
every  gentleman  its  friend.  Who  can  behold  fo  many  thoufands  of  his  felloAV- 
creatures  ftruggling  Avith  calamities,  ahnoft  infupportable  by  humanity,  and 
not  be  inclined  to  give  relief?  The  misfortune  is  not  particular — it  is  uni- 
ATifal — not  confined  to  Dublin,  it  extends  to  Cork,  Limerick,  Waterford,  the 
Queen’s  County,  and  every  part  of  the  kingdom  Avhere  the  Avoollen  manufac- 
ture is  carried  on — not  limited  to  even  the  Avoollen,  but  afteCling  every  infant 
manufacture  in  this  country. 

With  refpeft  to  the  poverty  and  Avretchednefs  of  this  miferable  defeription 
of  our  feiloAv-creatures,  I think  it  unueceflary  to  ufe  a fingle  Avoid.  Gentle- 
men cannot  but  know  the  reality  of  this  fadl  already;  it  is  impoflible  to  go 
through  the  ftreets  without  meeting  teftimonies  that  thisaffertion  is  but  too- 
well  founded.  If,  however,  gentlemen  chufe  to  difpute  a thing  fo  feif-evi- 
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dent,  I am  ready  to  produce  witneffes  of  character  at  your  bar,  to  put  it 
beyond  difpute. 

If- gentlemen  with  to  judge  fairly,  it  is  right  to  wave  theory  and  fpecula- 
tion,  and  confine  their  attention  to  the  different  effeds  of  the  different  modes 
adopted  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  They  will  perceive  that  the  long 
depreffion  of  this  country  is  owing  to  her  want  of  prote6lion  for  her  trade. 
In  England,  to  Avdiat  is  owing  the  great  degree  of  power  and  wealth  flie  has 
attained,  but  to  protefting  duties  ? 

Now,  fir,  I fliall  enter  on  the  main  part  of  the  bufmefs,  and  let  me  entreat 
gentlemen  to  be  free  from  prejudice,  to  diveft  themfelves  of  every  bias.  I do 
not  mean  to  proceed  on  fpeculation,  but  to  reafon  from  fa6ts,  and  the  ties  of 
policy  of  the  two  kingdoms.  England  has  flourifhed  from  adopting  protect- 
ing duties,  and  Ireland  has  funk  by  a neglect  of  them.  Al'ooilens  were  always 
the  ftaple  commodity  of  this  country  as  well  as  of  England.  It  was  fo  far 
back  as  Edward  III.  in  whofe  reign  a6fs  of  parliament  were  paffed,  in  which 
we  find  claufes  for  protecting  the  trade  of  Ireland.  At  every  pei  iod  before 
1698,  we  enjoyed  every  advantage  of  a free  country  : we  had  nothing  then  to 
contend  with,  as  no  jealoufy  exifted  in  the  breafl  of  England  before  the 
laft-mentioned  period.  Our  trade  was  guaranteed  by  Magna  Charta;  our 
exports  acknowledged  by  that  venerable  ftatiite — no  treaty  was  made  in 
which  we  were  not  nominally  or  virtually  included.  Antecedent  to  the  year 
1698,  our  exports  were  double  our  imports,  and  the  number  of  Ihipping  almoft 
doubled  in  the  ten  preceding  years.  At  that  period  the  balance  of  trade  was 
exceedingly  in  favor  of  Ireland,  being  no  lefs  than  224,000/.  a year.  If  we 
confider  the  difficulties  this  country  laboured  under  in  thofe  days,  and  the 
comparative  value  of  money  then  and  now,  this  will  be  found  an  enormous 
balance.  When  Ireland  exhibited  nothing  but  a continued  feene  of  difturb- 
ance,  difunion,  tumult,  and  frequently  of  civil  wars  within  herfelf,  to  what 
are  we  to  attribute  her  advantages  in  commerce  but  to  her  protecting  duties, 
her  geographical  fituation,  and  induftry  ? 

When  William  III.  came  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  he  laid  feveral 
unjuft  and  pernicious  refiridions  on  the  trade  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  gratify 
England,  which  began  to  grow  jealous  of  our  profperity ; in  other  refpedts  he 
may  have  ferved  this  kingdom;  he  may  have  been  wife  and  good;  but  cer- 
tainly thefe  unjuft  and  deftrudtive  reftridions,  together  with  other  partialities, 
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manifeftcd  by  him  againft  us  on  all  occafions,  are  more  than  a counterpoife  to 
every  good  he  has  done  this  country. 

The  firft  ftab  given  in  his  reign  to  our  rifing  trade  was  in  1698,  when  a cor- 
rupt majority  in  this  houfe  laid  a duty  on  cloths  exported  to  England,  Some 
Ipirited  and  patriotic  members  {landing  up  to  oppofe  this  meafure,  it  was 
defended  on  the  ground  of  being  an  experiment,  and  that  it  would  continue 
only  for  three  years,  but  was  in  the  year  following  made  perpetual.  Let  us 
' mark  the  confequences.  The  manufadlurers,  no  longer  able  to  find  fubfift- 
ence  at  home,  emigrated,  where  they  were  received  with  open  arms.  The 
French,  notwithftanding  every  exertion,  had  been  unable  to  eflablifli  the 
woollen  manufactures,  until  they  procured  Irifli  wool  to  mix  with  their  own, 
and  Irilhmen  to  weave  it.  They  then,  confcious  of  the  advantages  of  pro- 
tecting their  trade,  laid  additional  duties  on  the  importation  of  Englifii  cloths. 
The  event  foon  confirmed  with  what  propriety  they  adopted  thefe  protedling 
duties  ; they  in  a Ihort  time  manufactured  enough  for  the  home  market,  and 
by  raifing  from  time  to  time,  the  protecting  duties,  at  length  to  a prohibition, 
are  enabled  not  only  to  rival  Great  Britain,  but  to  underfell  her  in  every 
market  in  Europe. 

Before  the  lafl;  mentioned  reign,  it  was  as  ufual  to  recommend  from  the 
throne,  at  the  opening  of  every  feffion,  the  woollen  manufacture,  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  parliament,  as  of  late  it  has  been  to  recommend  the  linen  manu- 
facture, or  any  other  branch  of  trade.  Our  journals,  fir,  are  full  of  fuch 
recommendations. 

Another  argument  in  favor  of  this  propofition  can  be  drawn  from  the  great 
benefits  this  country  derived,  from  a power  obtained  by  James,  Duke  of  Or- 
mond, of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Scotch  manufactures.  The  protec- 
tion was  obtained  againft  Scotland,  and  not  England,  becaufe  w'e  were  not 
then  afraid  of  the  latter.  The  utility  of  this  duty  was  fo  great,  as  to  give  in 
our  favor  a balance,  notwdthftanding  the  pernicious  etfeCts  of  the  plantation 
laws,  and  the  other  unfair  reftriCtions  of  King  William’s  reign,  on  our  trade. 
Have  not  we,  therefore,  a right  to  expeCt  the  fame  falutary  confequences 
from  the  adoption  of  a like  meafure  now  ? 

Let  no  man  fay  that  England  is  fo  infenfible  of  her  owm  intereft  as  to  be 
averfe  from  this  meafure.  England,  from  unhappy  experience,  is  convinced  of 
the  pernicious  effeCts  of  her  impolicy.  The  emigration  of  the  Irifli  manufac- 
turers in  the  reign  of  King  William,  is  not  the  only  inftance  that  has  taught 
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that  nation  the  ruinous  effe6Is  of  reftrlflive  law.?.  Our  omui  lemoinbiance  has 
furnifhed  a fad  inftance  of  the  truth  of  this  alfertion — furnidied  it  in  the  Ame- 
rican war,  America  was  loft  by  Irifli  emigrants. — Thefe  emigrations  are  fretli 
in  the  recollection  of  every  gentleman  in  this  houfe;  and  when  the  unhappy 
differences  took  place,  I am  affured,  from  the  beft  authority,  the  major  part  of 
the  American  army  was  compofed  of  Irifh ; and  that  the  Irifli  language  was 
as  commonly  fpoken  in  the  American  ranks  as  Englifh.  I am  alfo  informed, 
it  was  their  valor  determined  the  contefl;  fo  that  England  not  only  loft  a 
principal  protection  of  her  woollen  trade  in  Europe,  but  alfo  had  America 
detached  from  her  by  force  of  Irifh  emigrants. 

Mr.  Gardiner,  after  dwelling  fome  time  on  the  pernicious  effect's  of  the  aCt 
of  William  III.  fhewed  by  what  progrefs  importations  had  arifen,  from  an 
average  fum  of  14,000/.  to  the  enormous  fum  of  830,000/,  in  the  year  1778. 

In  1779i  this  country,  no  longer  able  to  fupport  the  pernicious  effeCts  of  the 
oppreffions  under  which  fire  laboured,  undertook  a great  meafure.  A\’^e  fpoke 
out,  and  demanded  a free  trade.  It  is  but  juftice  to  gentlemen,  it  is  but  juf- 
tice  to  the  nation,  that  they  were  unanimous  and  perfevered.  England  aCfed 
wifely  and  juftly  on  the  occafion,  and  reftored  us  our  right.  But  of  what  ufe 
will  this  free  trade  be — will  it  be  any  thing  but  a name,  if  we  do  not  feize 
the  advantages  of  it  by  promoting  it  ? It  is  impoffible  to  do  fo,  unlefs  we 
have  an  opportunity  of  fupplying  our  home  confumption,  and  exporting  the 
redundancy.  It  is  impoffible  to  underfell  other  nations  in  foreign  markets,  if 
underfold  in  our  own.  While  our  ports  are  open  to  the  exportation  of  raw 
materials,  and  the  importation  of  Britilh  manufactures,  can  we  expeCt  to  reap 
any  benefit  from  the  extenfion  of  our  commerce  ? Let  us  turn  our  thoughts 
to  the  article  of  cotton,  and  we  fliall  find  great  quanties  imported,  and  not  a 
fmgle  yard  exported.  The  very  fame  might  be  affirmed  of  many  other  ma- 
nufactures. 

England,  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  perceived  the  neceffity  of  pro- 
tecting her  woollens.  When  a law  was  enaCted  to  prev’ent  Avearing  foreign 
manufactures  : with  refpeCt  to  Ireland,  hoAvever,  fhe  Avas  not  then  confidered 
as  coming  under  the  denomination  of  foreign.  The  habits  of  intimacy  and 
connexion  between  the  tA\m  countries,  preA^ented  England  from  excluding 
Ireland,  Avhen  fhe  excluded  the  reft  of  the  Avorld.  Here  are  two  points 
proved,  the  adoption  of  protecting  duties,  and  that  we  AVTre  not  confidered  a 
foreign  nation  Avith  refpeCt  to  England.  But  the  manufactures  of  England 
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were  then  in  a progreflive  (late,  and  it  appears  that  the  home  market  was  then 
the  principal  obje6l  in  impofing  a duty  on  the  importation  of  woollens.  In 
the  fame  reign  it  mull  be  admitted,  a duty  was  laid  on  bay  yarn,  but  this  was 
only  to  raife  a revenue  to  the  crown  by  difpenfations.  England  flourillied, 
but  flourillied  from  a dilferent  caufe — from  the  protedling  duties,  which  pro- 
cured her  a home  market ; flie  foon  far  outftripped  other  nations  in  her  manu- 
fadlures;  but  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  reft  of  Europe,  perceiving  the 
good  effefts  of  the  meafure  to  England,  began  to  lay  on  protefling  duties 
alfo.  France  laid  a duty  of  half  a livre  on  cloth  imported;  this  was  fliortly 
after  augmented  to  a livre,  and  fo  by  degrees  to  aftual  prohibition.  The 
Dutch  followed  the  example.  The  eft'eft  of  thofe  protedlions  on  the  manufac- 
tures of  England  was  quickly  perceptible. 

In  the  year  l6l6,  the  exports  decreafed  l6o,000/. ; in  fome  time  after,  the 
balance  was  found  to  be  more  confiderably  againfl;  her ; her  imports  being 
above  a million,  and  her  exports  not  quite  300,000/.  a year.  She  then  found 
it  neceflary  to  recur  to  frefli  protecting  duties,  and  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  broad  lilk.  She  alfo  fav’  it  neceflary  to  prohibit  the  ’wear  of  India  goods. 
Thefe  protecting  duties  have  ever  fince  been  accumulating,  and  Ireland  in- 
cluded, as  well  as  other  countries.  They  have  been  conllantly,  as  far  as 
refpeCled  Ireland,  increafed  during  the  reign  of  George  I.  and  II.  but  it  mult 
be  confefled,  no  fuch  thing  has  been  done  in  the  reign  of  George  III.  . On 
the  contrary,  more  has  been  procured  for  this  country,  during  that  period, 
than  fmee  our  firft  connexion. 

Before  the  protection  of  her  manufactures,  the  balance  was  confiderably 
againft  her;  the  French  importations  were  computed  at  an  average  to  amount 
to  1,500,000/.  per  annum.  Afterwards,  by  means  of  protecting  duties, 
inftead  of  importing,  her  exports  of  woollens  amounted  to  5,000,000  3^ards. 
Her  home  confumption  to  6,000,000  ; making  together  1 1 ,000,000.  So  that 
flie  arrived  to  fuch  a fummit  of  greatnefs  as  no  country  fince  the  fall  of  the 
Roman  empire,  ever  attained.  B3"  means  of  the  wealth  procured  by  manu- 
factures, the  was  in  the  year  1763,  able  to  impofe  the  law  on  Europe. 

In  the  late  unfuccefsful  war,  we  have  feen  her  maintain  a ftruggle  no  coun- 
try in  the  'world  would  be  able  to  maintain  but  herfelf.  We  fee  her  now, 
after  it,  great,  feared,  and  refpeCled,  and  that  under  the  burthen  of  an  enor- 
mous national  debt,  which  no  other  nation  would  be  able  to  bear. 

Having,  on  real  matter  of  faCl,  fliewn  the  progrefs  and  fuccefs  of  the 
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iiianu failures  of  the  two  countries ; having  Ihewn  how  England  has  rifen, 
and  Ireland  declined  ; having  fhewn  that  her  fyftem  of  policy  is  the  caufe  of 
her  grandeur,  permit  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  difference  of  fituations. 
In  England,  the  lowed:  peafant  wears  good  broad  cloth,  feeds  well,  and  is 
lodged  comfortably.  The  face  of  the  country  prefents  a view  of  good  habi- 
tations, and  communicates  an  unfpeakable  pleafure  to  every  man  of  huma- 
nity. I feel  a warmth  whenever  I fee  and  contemplate  its  beauty  ; but  when 
I refle6l  on  the  mifery  of  my  own  unhappy  country,  that  I left  behind  me,  I 
fink  on  the  comparifon.  In  England,  all  is  joy,  eafe  and  content.  It  may 
be  faid,  in  the  fcripture-phrafe  of  that  country,  “ the  hills  and  vallies  fing 
with  joy.”  Let  us  now  for  a moment  view  the  wretched  condition  of  the 
miferable  Irifliman. 

The  Irilhman,  fir,  feeds  the  cattle  whofe  flefli  he  is  debarred  from  fading. 
As  to  clothes,  he  has  fcarcely  any.  As  for  habitation,  he  has  perhaps,  fome 
miferable  hovel,  whither  an  Englilhman  would  not  venture  to  turn  his  bead. 
Here  he,  with  an  unhappy  wife,  and  wretched  offspring,  mud  endeavour  to 
drag  out  exiftence,  half  darved,  and  half  famidicd  with  cold.  What  a 
didindfion,  alas  ! between  beings  of  the  fame  fpecies  ! 

When,  dr,  we  thus  view  the  different  conditions  of  two  people,  it  is  natural 
to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  this  difference.  Are  Iriflmien  lefs  dtted  by  na- 
ture to  earn  a livelihood  than  Engliflimen  ? Is  there  any  didcrence  in  their 
frames  to  produce  thefe  very  different  ededls  ? Are  their  conditutions 
worfe,  or  appetites  greater?  Is  there  any  difadvantage  in  the  nature  of  our 
climate,  foil,  or  fituation  of  our  country,  to  prevent  our  profperity  ? — No  ! 
the  climate  of  this  country  is  delightful — the  foil  as  rich  and  vegetating  in 
general  as  any  in  the  world— and  our  fituation  adapted  for  intercourfe  with 
both  worlds.  Thus,  thofe  who  render  our  people  idle,  are  the  did  to  ridicule 
them  for  that  idlenefs,  and  to  ridicule  them  without  caufe.  National  cha- 
radleridics  are  always  unjud,  as  there  never  was  a country  that  has  not  pro- 
duced both  good  and  bad.  Though  one  man  may  be  idle,  another  will  be 
indudrious,  and  though  that  man  may  be  a drunkard,  this  may  be  fober. 
I am  grieved,  dr,  to  hear  thofe  uncandid  redeclions  thrown  on  Irifhmen. 
They  are  general  affertions,  falfe  as  they  are  illiberal.  Iriflimen  have  fliewn 
fpint  and  genius  in  whatever  they  have  undertaken.  They  have  fliewn  that 
they  can  make  great  exertions,  when  they  are  encouraged ; the  difference  of 
the  cultivation  of  this  country,  from  what  it  was  before  the  laws  for  promot- 
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ingagiiculture,  will  evince  the  truth  of  my  affertion.  A great  proportion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  previous  to  thofe  laws,  lived  on  imported 
corn,  but  no  fooner  was  encouragement  held  forth  to  the  plough,  than  the 
national  induftry  broke  forth,  and  intlead  of  importing,  a great  quantity  of 
corn  was  annually  exported.  This  will  ever  remain  a pofitive  contradidlion 
to  the  vague  and  ill-founded  refledlions  on  Iridimen.  I will  even  go  farther, 
and  call  on  gentlemen  to  fpecify  one  inflance,  M'here  the  people  were  indolent, 
where  the  laws  of  their  country  prote6ted  them  in  their  endeavours.  Let  us 
confider  what  has  been  done  in  refpecl  to  our  linens.  Though  we  were  com- 
pelled to  yield  an  eftabliflied  manufacture,  and  to  apply  ourfelves  to  it,  under 
the  difadvantage  of  contending  with  a country  that  has  arrived  at  great  per- 
fection, yet  we  profpered.  And  why?  Becaufe  M^e  Avere  not  interfered  Avith. 
If  this  be  not  a proof  of  induftry,  I knoAv  not  Av'hat  may  be  called  fo.  When- 
ever this  country  has  been  encouraged,  it  fliCAA’ed  great  induftry — Avitnefs  our 
linens,  our  broad  fluffs,  our  tabinets,  and  poplins:  how,  groundlefs,  therefore, 
is  the  charge  of  indolence?  Eatii  admitting  the  people  of  this  country  Avere 
indolent,  inftead  of  contributing  to  keep  them  in  it,  by  continuing  their 
oppreffions,  this  houfe  ought  to  remoA^e  that  indolence. 

As  CATiy  caufe  but  the  true  one,  has  been  aftigned  for  the  prefent  diftreffes 
of  the  poor,  thofe  have  not  been  Avanting,  Avho  have  attributed  it  to  the  Ioav 
price  of  Avhifkey,  and  the  drunkennefs  of  the  Avorking  manufacturers;  but 
thofe  gentlemen,  Avho  haAX  of  late  been  fo  fond  of  praifmg  the  induftry  of 
the  north,  ought  to  be  informed,  that  there  is  no  part  of  Ireland,  in  which 
the  people  drink  more  Avhifkey,  and  yet  manufactures  fucceed  there  perfectly. 
This  I know,  becaufe  I have  an  eftate  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  I knoAv 
they  think  nothing  of  drinking  a pint  of  whifkey  in  a day,  and  are  able  to 
attend  to  their  bufinefs  after.  Some  of  my  tenants  have  informed  me,  they 
could  drink  half  a pint  of  AvhiflvCy  Avith  as  much  eafe  as  any  of  us  could  a glafs 
of  Avine.  As  for  me,  no  man  more  difapproves  of  the  abominable  cuftom  of 
drinking  fpirits;  but  yet,  I Avill  be  free  to  fay  the  diftrefs  of  our  manufac- 
turers, is  by  no  means  imputable  to  drunkennefs. 

As  thefe  are  not  the  caufes  of  the  prefent  calamities,  it  is  natural  to  afk 
Avhat  may  be  the  fource  of  them  ? It  may  be  anfwered,  that  Avant  of  employ- 
ment is  that  fource.  Numbers  of  manufacturers  cannot  get  their  goods  fold. 
How  therefore,  can  they  give  employment?  Several  circumftances  contri- 
bute to  forwarding  the  importation  of  Englifli  goods,  Avhereby  our  own  are 
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injured.  In  England  they  have  large  capitals;  they  can  buy  and  fell  much 
cheaper  tlian  our  manufadlurers,  vdio  have  in  general  very  fmall  capitals. 
The  man  ^yith  a large  capital  can  attbrd  to  give  long  credit,  which  the  other 
cannot,  and  eight  per  cent,  will  yield  a greater  profit  to  him  in  trade,  who  has 
10,000/.  than  ten  per  cent,  to  him  who  has  but  1000/.  In  England  they  give 
tvv^o  years  credit,  when  we  can  fcarcely  give  fix  months,  which  induces  peo- 
ple to  deal  with  them,  as  they  have  a year  and  fix  months  intereft  on  the 
money.  This  enables  them  to  turn  their  capitals  oftener,  fo  that  if  they  fell, 
even  for  lefs  than  others,  the  quick  difpofal  of  their  goods  will  not  fail  to  bring 
them  at  the  end  of  the  year  a much  greater  profit. 

Something  muft  be  done  to  relieve  the  thoufands  who  now  are  famifliing  in 
your  flreets.  The  city  of  Dublin,  with  a degree  of  humanity  that  will  ever  do 
it  honor,  has  hitherto  fuccoured  them  by  voluntary  donations.  But  the  do- 
nations of  the  city  of  Dublin  will  be  found  inadequate  to  themiferies  of  thofe 
poor  men.  The  non-importation  agreement  entered  into  in  1779?  afforded 
them  fome  fmall  relief  for  that  time,  but  ferved  only  to  augment  their  difirefs 
fmee,  as  magazines  of  Englilh  cloaths  were  then  formed  in  this  country. 

Another  expedient  was:  eftablifh  manufadlories  here:  but.  Sir,  thefe  have 
ended  generally  in  the  ruin  of  thofe,  who  have  attempted  it : for  the  Englifli 
riders  immediately  give  notice  to  their  employers,  when  a manufaCfory  is 
going  to  be  fet  up;  the  confequence  is,  the  Britifh  merchant  refolves  to  lofe 
fora  time,  fends  over  an  abundance  of  the  commodity,  fells  it  cheaper  than 
it  poffibly  can  be  wrought  for,  and  totally  overthrows  his  rival.  Sir,  I re- 
member an  inflance  of  this  in  England  itfelf;  there  was  a houfe  in  Notting- 
ham carried  on  a confiderable  trade  in  one  branch  of  hufmefs;  another  find- 
ing it  fo  profitable,  determined  to  undertake  it  alfo;  but  the  owner  of  the 
firft  houfe  determined  to  lofe  an  immenfity,  and  underfell  the  new  one ; the 
latter,  confequently,  failed  in  a fiiort  time,  and  the  hufmefs  returned  to  its 
ancient  channel.  This  fiiews.  Sir,  that  the  Englilh  merchant  will  always  be 
an  overmatch  for  any  manufa6lory  we  fet  up,  which  can  any  way  injure 
him.  Now,  Sir,  another  expedient  was,  opening  our  export  trade;  I never 
lhall  arraign  that  meafure  : It  was  conducted  by  a gentleman,  whofe  memory 
I fiiall  ever  revere,  and  whom  I never  think  of  without  emotions  which  I 
cannot  exprefs;  but.  Sir,  an  export  trade  is  beginning  at  the  wrong  end  ; 
imlefs  there  be  a home  confumption  it  will  never  avail. 

The  home  confumption  is  what  gives  money  and  fpLrit  to  the  undertaker ; 
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V'ithout  money  he  cannot  pay  the  men  ’svhom  he  employs,  and  that  money  is 
only  to  be  had  by  home  confumption.  Since  then  the  remedies  that  have 
been  applied  are  ineffeftnal,  let  us  now  fee  what  may  be  fuccefsful;  and  in 
tins  let  us  copy  the  conduct  of  England,  of  France,  and  other  commercial 
countries;  and  that  is  by  protecting  our  manufactures  at  home. 

Then,  Sir,  falhion,  though  it  may  appear  at  firft  a trivial  matter,  has  a very 
great  efteft  on  our  trade,  and  for  this  reafon,  whatever  is  the  fafliion,  the  ma- 
nufafturcr  has  a home  confumption  for,  and  fells  at  an  enormous  advanced 
profit  for  ready  money ; as  foon  as  the  fafliion  alters,  he  has  made  fo  much 
by  it,  that  he  can  fend  over  the  redundancy  here,  and  fell  it  at  firft  colt,  or 
conftderably  under  the  firft  coft,  and  ftill  be  a gainer;  and  therefore,  though 
fome  perfons  here  have  lent  to  England,  and  got  patterns  of  the  falhionable 
articles,  yet  before  the  patterns  could  be  procured,  the  dies  prepared,  and  the 
inanufafture  wrought,  the  Englifli  merchant  would  have  varied  his  falhion 
there,  and  lent  the  redundmicy  over  to  us,  and  underfold  us  fo  as  to  deftroy 
our  hopes. 

Now,  Sir,  what  have  been  the  remedies,  ndnch  we  have  endeavoured  to 
provide?  A non-importation  agreement,  which,  while  it  lafted,  had  fome 
effeD,  but  it  was  but  temporary,  tlie  benefit  arifing  from  it  was  but  for  a 
feafon,  and  I fear  it  has  eftablilhed  a permanent  evil ; for.  Sir,  it  was  by  no 
means  general,  and  the  people,  partieularly  in  the  north,  who  were  not  fo 
jnuch  injured  by  iinjrortation,  eftabliflied  warehoufes,  opened  their  ports,  and 
laid  in  fueh  a (quantity  of  Englilh  goods,  as  poured  an  inundation  upon  us, 
the  moment  the  agreement /was  at  an  end.  A few  words,  continued  I\fr. 
Ciardiner,  will  be  fufticient  to  prove,  that  this  meafure  w'ill  not  be  injurious 
to  the  landed  property  of  this  country.  '1  lie  advantages  of  the  man  of 
landed  eftate,  and  of  the  manufacturer  are  reciprocal;  for  the  profperity  of 
the  one  is  the  fupport  of  the  other.  The  petition  therefore  prefented  to  this 
houfe,  by  an  honorable  gentleman,  from  certain  landholders  of  his  county, 
cannot  with  any  degree  of  propriety  be  urged  againlt  this  meafure. 

IVlr.  Gardiner  then  read  the  following  refolutions. 

ift.  That  it  appears  to  this  lioufe,  that  the  working  manufacturers  of  this 
kingdom,  are  in  the  greatcft  poverty  and  diftrefs. 

2dly.  That  the  importation  of  foreign  manufafturesinto  this  kingdom,  has 
of  late  years  confiderably  increafed,  and  ftill  continues  to  do  fo. 

3rdly. 
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3clly.  That  this  great  importation,  by  impeding  our  manLitUctiires,  is  the 
caule  of  this  poverty  and  diftrefs, 

4thly.  That  the  interference  of  parliament  is  neceffary  to  remove  thofe  evils. 


No.  LXXIV. 

Pajloi'ul  Exliorfation  of  the  Right  Rex'e7'end  Doctor  Trov%  the  Catholic 
Bijhop  of  Ofory  to  his  Flock.  (P.  107.) 

Dear  Christians, 

AT  this  particular  time,  'vvhen  the  blelfmgs  of  peace  and 
a plentiful  harveft  Ihould  warm  the  hearts  of  Chriftians  Avith  becoming  gra- 
titude to  the  Father  of  IMcrcies,  and  excite  a fpirit  of  induftry  amongft  all 
ranks  of  people,  avc  are  much  concerned  to  obferve  riot  and  diforder  per- 
vading many  of  our  communion  in  feveral  parts  of  this  county  and  diocefe. 
Unmindful  of  the  untimely  and  ignominious  death  of  their  relations  and  ac- 
quaintances formerly  diftinguiflied  by  the  execrable  appellation  of  White 
Boys,  and  deaf  to  the  dictates  of  reafon  and  religion  conftantly  enforced  by 
our  exhortation  from  the  altars,  they  are  endeavouring  to  renew  the  horrid 
feenes  of  confulion  and  bloodlhed,  which  difgraccd  this  part  of  the  kingdom 
not  many  years  ago.  They  again  feem  to  glory  in  the  opprobrious  name  of 
White  Boys,  and  have  lately  alfembled  at  unfeafonable  hours, and  indifferent 
parties,  founding  their  riotous  horn.  They  haA  e prefumed  to  adminifter 
oaths  of  combination,  and  proceed  to  barbarous  afts  of  violence  againft  the 
perfons  and  property  of  feveral  individuals.  In  a word,  they  notorioufly 
violate  the  moft  facred  lav's,  and  equally  defpife  the  injundions  of  their  fpi- 
litual  and  temporal  rulers.  Such  accumulated  enormities  call  to  heaven  for 
vengeance,  which  will  moft  affuredly  fall  on  the  deluded  offenders,  if  they  do 
not  fpeedily  expiate  their  crimes  by  fmcere  and  exemplary  repentance.  As 
our  filence  upon  this  occafion  might  be  mifunderftood  by  ignorant,  or  fmif- 
troufly  interpreted  by  malevolent  perfons,  Are  think  it  highly  incumbent  on 
us  to  declare,  as  Ave  do  hereby  folemnly,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
our  holy  mother  the  church:  Firfr,  that  the  affociation  oaths  ufually  taken 
by  Bie  mifguided  and  unhappy  Avretches  called  White  Boys,  are  bonds  of  ini- 
(jLiity,  and  confec^uently  unlawful,  Avicked,  and  damnable.  They  are  not, 
therefore,  binding  in  any  manner  Avhatever.  Secondly,  Ave  in  like  manner 
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declare,  that  we  condemn,  abhor,  and  deteft  the  above  mentioned  outrages, 
as  contrary  to  the  maxims  and  canons  of  our  holy  religion,  deftrudlive  of  the 
public  peace,  injurious  to  private  property,  and  fubverfive  of  every  law.  Fi- 
nally, we  condemn  thefe  deluded  offenders,  who  call  themfelves  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, as  fcandalous  and  rotten  members  of  our  holy  church,  from  vdiich 
they  have  been  already  cut  off  by  the  fentence  of  excommunication  folemnly 
fulminated  againft  them  on  the  17th  of  Odlober,  1779,  the  chapels  of 
this  diocefe.  We  cannot  conclude  without  befeeching  you,  deareft  Chriftians, 
to  join  us  in  fervent  and  conftant  prayer  for  the  fpeedy  converfion  of  thefe 
unthinking  creatures.  Their  condition  is  truly  deplorable;  in  this  life  ex- 
pofed,  by  their  nodturnal  excurfions  and  wanton  depredations,  to  ficknefs, 
loathfome  imprifonment,  and  an  infamous  death;  whilll;  in  the  next  their  ob- 
ftinacy  will  be  punifhed  with  endlefs  torture.  May  our  gracious  God,  by 
his  efficacious  grace,  avert  this  greatefl  of  all  evils,  and  thereby  prevent  the 
bitter  recolledtion  of  their  having  difregarded  our  timely  and  paftoral  admo- 
nitions. We  ffiudder  at  the  very  apprehenfion  of  the  manifold  evils  which 
mull  neceffarily  enfue  to  themfelves,  to  their  families,  and  to  their  country, 
from  a continuation  of  their  unwarrantable  proceedings. 

It  being  equally  our  with  and  duty  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  mankind 
in  general,  and  that  of  our  country  and  flock  in  particular,  wefliall  invariably 
condudt  ourfelves  in  a manner  becoming  minifters  of  the  gofpel  and  members 
of  fociety.  Uninfluenced  by  fear  or  any  worldly  confideration,  we  are  de- 
termined to  adopt  fuch  further  means,  as  fliall  be  found  conducive  to  the 
above  mentioned,  and  other  great  obje6ls  of  our  vocation. 

Kilkenny,  11th  November,  1784.  J.  T.  Troy. 


No.  LXXV.* 

Addrefs  prefented  to  his  Majejly,  at  St.  James's,  by  the  Lords  and  Commons 
on  thelQth  of  July,  1785.  (P.  134.) 

MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN. 

WE,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the 

* This  work  having  encreafed  under  the  author’s  pen  to  fo  large  a bulk^  the  debate  intended  to 
have  been  here  inferted,  which  is  very  long,  is  omitted,  and  the  reader  is  referred  for  it  to  the  l8fh 
volume  of  the  Parliamentary  Regifter,  p.  540  to  592. 
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lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament 
aflembled,  have  taken  into  mod  ferioiis  confideration,  the  important  fuhjedl 
of  commercial  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  recommended 
in  your  majefty’s  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  prefent  feffion,  and  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  in  Ireland,  which  were  laid  before  us  by 
your  majefty’s  command,  on  the  22d  of  February  laft. 

After  a long  and  careful  inveftigation  of  the  various  queftions  neceflarily 
arifing  out  of  this  comprehenfive  fubje6t,  M’e  have  come  to  the  feveral  refolu- 
tions,  Mhich  we  now  humbly  prefent  to  your  majefty,  and  which,  we  truft, 
will  form  the  balls  of  an  advantageous  and  permanent  commercial  fettlement 
between  your  majefty’s  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

We  have  proceeded  on  the  foundation  of  the  refolutions  of  the  parliament 
of  Ireland;  but  in  confidering  fo  extenftve  an  arrangement,  we  have  found  it 
neceflary  to  introduce  fome  modifications  and  exceptions,  and  we  have  added 
fuch  regulations  and  conditions  as  appeared  to  us  indifpenfably  necefiary  for 
eftabli firing  the  propofed  agreement,  on  juft  and  equitable  principles,  and  for 
fecuring  to  both  countries  thofe  commercial  advantages  to  an  equal  enjoy- 
ment of  which  they  are  in  future  to  be  entitled. 

Your  majefty’s  fubjefts  in  Ireland,  being  fecured  in  a full  and  lafting  parti- 
cipation of  the  trade  with  the  Britifii  colonies,  niuft,  we  are  perfuaded,  ac- 
knowledge the  juftice  of  their  continuing  to  enjoy  it  on  the  fame  terms  with 
your  majefty’s  fubje61s  in  Great  Britain. 

And  it  is,  Ave  conceive,  equally  manifeft,  that  as  the  fiiips  and  mariners  of 
Ireland  are  to  continue  in  all  time  to  come  to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  Avith 
thofe  of  Great  Britain,  the  fame  provifion  fiiould  be  adopted  in  Ireland  as 
may  be  found  neceflary  in  this  country,  for  fecuring  thofe  adv'antages  exclu- 
fively  to  the  fubjedts  of  the  empire.  This  objedt  is  eflentially  conne6ted  with 
the  maritime  ftrength  of  your  majefty’s  dominions,  and  confequently  AV^ith  the 
fafety  and  profperity  both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

We  therefore  deem  it  indifpenfable,  that  thefe  points  Ihould  be  fecured  as 
conditions  necelfary  to  the  exiftence  and  duration  of  the  agreement  betAceen 
the  two  countries;  they  can  only.be  carried  into  effedl  by  laAvs  to  be  pafled 
in  the  parliament  of  Ireland;  Avhich  is  alone  competent  to  bind  your  ma- 
jefty’s fubje6ts  in  that  kingdom,  and  Avhofe  legiflativ'e  rights  Ave  fliall  eA’erhold 
as  facred  as  our  own. 

It  remains  for  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  judge,  according  to  their  wif- 
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cloin  and  difcietlon,  of  thefe  conditions,  as  well  as  of  every  other  part  of  the 
fettlemcnt  propofed  to  be  eftablilhed  by  mutual  confent. 

Our  purpofe  in  thefe  refolutions  is  to  promote  alike  tlie  commercial  inte- 
refts  of  your  majefty’s  fubjedls  in  both  countries ; and  we  are  perfuaded,  that 
the  common  profperity  of  the  tvo  kingdoms  will  be  thereby  greatly  advanced; 
the  fubjeds  of  each  will  in  future  apply  themfelves  to  thofe  branches  of  com- 
merce 'which  they  can  exercife  M'ith  moll  advantage,  and  the  wealth  fo  dif- 
fufed  through  every  part  will  operate  as  a general  benefit  to  the  whole. 

It'e  have  thus  far  performed  our  part  in  this  important  bulinefs;  and  we 
truft  that  in  the  whole  of  its  progrefs  recijji  ocal  interefts  and  mutual  ahection 
will  infure  thatfpirit  of  union,  fo  elfentially  necelfary  to  the  great  end,  which 
the  two  countries  have  equally  in  view. 

In  this  perfualion  we  look  forward  -with  confidence  to  the  final  completion 
of  a meafure,  Avhich,  -w  Idle  it  tends  to  perpetuate  harmony  and  friendlhip  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms,  muft,  by  augmenting  their  refources,  uniting  their 
efforts,  and  confolidating  their  ftrength,  afford  your  majefty  the  fureft  means 
of  eftablilliing,  on  a lading  foundation,  the  fafety,  profperity,  and  glory  of 
the  enqiire. 

To  zcJiich  liis  JSIajcJlij  made  the  folloicing  mnjt  gracious  Anfxver. 

MY  LORDS  AND  GENTLEMEN. 

I RECEIVE  with  the  greateft  fatisfaclion  thefe  refolutions, 
which,  after  fo  long  and  diligent  an  inveftigation,  you  confider  as  affording 
the  bafis  of  an  advantageous  and  permanent  commercial  fettlement  between 
my  two  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Nothing  can  more  clearly 
manifeft  your  regard  for  the  interefts  of  both  my  kingdoms  and  your  zeal  for 
the  general  profperity  of  my  dominions,  than  the  attention  you  have  given  to 
this  important  object.  A full  and  equal  participation  of  commercial  advan- 
tages, and  a fimilarity  of  laws  in  thole  points,  which  are  necellary  for  their 
prefervation  and  fecurity,  muft  be  the  fureft  bond  of  union  between  the  two 
kingdoms  and  the  fource  of  reciprocal  and  incrcafmg  benefits  to  both.  The 
fame  fpirit,  -in  which  this  great  AVork  has  liegun  and  proceeded,  will,  I doubt 
not,  appear  throughout  the  Avhole  of  its  progrefs  ; and  I concur  Avith  you  in 
thinking,  tliat  the  final  completion  of  it  is  of  elfential  importance  to  the  future 
liappinefs  of  both  countries,  and  to  the  fafety,  glory,  and  profperity,  of  the 
empire. 


No. 


APPENDIX. 


55 


No.  LXXVl. 

Speech  q/'  Jllr.  Grattan  on  the  Eajl  India  Trade.  (P.  135.) 

]\Ir.  Grattan. — Sir,  I can  excufe  the  right  honorable  member,  who  moves 
yon  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill.  He  is  an  Englilhman,  and  contends  for 
the  power  of  his  own  country,  Avhile  I am  contending  for  the  liberty  of  mine; 
he  might  have  fpared  himfelf  the  trouble  of  ftatiug  his  own  bill.  I read  it 
before,  I read  it  in  the  twenty  refolutions,  I read  it  in  the  Englilh  bill,  which 
is  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  the  fame;  and  which  he  might  read  without  the 
trouble  of  reforting  to  his  own.  His  comment  is  of  little  moment;  a lord 
lieutenant’s  fecretary  is  an  unfafe  commentator  on  an  Irilli  conftitution;  the 
former  merit  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  in  prefling  for  the  original 
propolitions  and  contending  againft  the  prefent,  which  he  now  fupports,  may 
have  been  very  great,  and  I am  vailing  to  thank  him  for  his  j)ait  ferviees; 
they  may  be  a private  confolation  to  himfelf.  No  more;  I differ  from  him 
in  his  account  of  this  tranfaHion.  He  was  pledged  to  thefe  eleven  propoff- 
tions;  his  offer  was  the  propolitions;  ours  the  taxes;  he  took  the  latter,  but 
forgets  the  former.  I leave  both,  and  come  to  his  fyftem.  Here  it  becomes 
necelfary  to  go  back  a little:  I begin  with  your  free  trade  obtained  in  177Q: 
by  that  you  recovered  your  right  to  trade  with  every  part  of  the  world, 
whofe  ports  were  open  to  you,  fubjeH  to  your  own  unffipulated  duties,  the 
Britilh  plantations  only  excepted;  by  that  you  obtained  the  benelit  of  your 
infular  lituation,  the  benefit  of  your  weftern  fituation,  and  the  benefit  of 
your  exemption  from  intolerable  taxes.  When  thefe  advantages  might  be, 
no  man  could  fay,  but  any  man  who  had  feen  the  ftruggle  you  had  made 
during  a century  of  deprefiion,  could  forefec,  that  a fpirit  of  induftry  operat- 
ing upon  the  ftate  of  liberty  in  a young  nation,  muff  in  the  courfe  of  time, 
produce  fjgnal  advantages:  the  fea  is  like  the  earth;  to' non -exertion,  a walie, 
to  induftry,  amine;  this  trade  was  accompanied  with  another,  a plantation 
trade:  in  this  you  retained  your  right  to  trade  diredly  with  the  Britilh  plan- 
tations in  a variety  of  articles,  without  a reference  to  Britilh  duties  ; by  this 
you  obtained  a right  to  trade  with  the  Britilli  plantations  diredtly  in  each  anti 
every  other  article,  fubjeCt  to  the  rate  of  Britilh  duty;  by  this,  you  obtained 
a right  to  feled;  fo  that  the  general  trade  fliould  not  hang  on  the  fpocial  con- 
formity; 
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formity;  and  by  this,  you  did  not  covenant  to  affedt,  exclude,  or  poftpone 
the  produce  of  foreign  plantations.  The  reafon  was  obvious:  you  demanded 
two  things,  a free  trade  and  a plantation  trade;  had  the  then  minifter  infifted 
on  a covenant  to  exclude  the  produce  of  foreign  plantations,  he  had  given 
you  a plantation  trade  inhead  of  a free  trade  (whereas  j’our  demand  was  for 
both)  and  his  grant  had  been  inadequate,  unfatisfa6tory  and  inadmiffible. 
Thefe  points  of  trade  being  fettled,  a third  in  the  opinion  of  fome  remained; 
namely,  the  intercourfe  with  England  or  the  channel  trade.  A fuccefsful 
political  campaign,  an  unfuccefsful  har\'eft,  the  poverty  of  not  a few,  toge- 
ther with  the  example  of  England,  brought  forward,  in  the  year  1763,  a 
number  of  familhing  manufadlurers  with  a demand  of  protecting  duties;  the 
extent  of  their  demand  was  idle,  the  manner  of  conveying  that  demand  tu- 
multuary ; but  not  being  wholly  refifted  nor  yet  adequately  affifted,  they  laid 
the  foundation  of  another  plan,  which  made  its  appearance  in  1785,  oppofite 
indeed  to  their  wiilies  and  fatal  to  their  expectation ; this  Avas  the  fyftem  of 
reciprocity;  a fyftem  fair  in  its  principle,  and  in  procefs  of  time  likely  to  be 
beneficial,  but  not  likely  to  be  of  any  great  prefent  advantage,  other  than  by 
hopping  the  growth  of  demand,  allaying  a commercial  fever,  and  producing 
fettlement  and  incorporation,  with  the  people  of  England ; this  fyftem  was 
founded  on  the  only  principle,  which  could  obtain  between  two  independent 
nations  equality;  and  the  equality  conlifted  in  fimilarity  of  duty;  now  as  the 
total  abatement  of  duties  on  both  fides  had  driven  the  Irilhman  out  of  his 
own  market,  as  the  raifing  our  duties  to  the  Britilh  ftandard  had  driven  the 
Englilhman  out  of  the  Irilh  market,  a third  method  was  reforted  to,  the 
abatement  of  Britilh  duty  to  the  Irilh  ftandard : but  then  this  equality  of 
duty  was  inequality  of  trade:  for  as  the  Englilhman  with  that  duty  againft 
Jiim  had  beaten  you  in  the  Irilh  market,  M’ith  that  duty  in  his  favor  he  miift 
keep  you  out  of  the  Englilh:  fo  that  under  this  arrangement  the  Englilli  ma- 
nufacturer continued  protected,  and  the  Irilli  manufacturer  continued  ex- 
pofed,  and  the  abatement  of  duty  was  no  more  than  difarming  the  argument 
of  retaliation.  Had  the  arrangement  flopped  here,  it  had  been  nnjuft  indeed: 
but  as  Ireland  was  to  covenant,  that  flie  would  not  raife  her  duties  on  Britilli 
manufactures,  England  on  her  part  was  to  covenant,  that  tlie  would  not  di- 
' minilh  her  preference  in  favor  of  Iridi  linen,  and  the  adjuftment  amounted 
to  a covenant,  that  neither  country  in  their  refpeCtive  markets  would  affeCt 
the  manufaCfure  of  the  other  by  any  operative  alteration  of  duty;  however 
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the  adjuflment  did  not  flop  at  the  home  manufaduie,  it  went  to  plantation 
produce,  and  here  you  ftood  on  two  grounds,  law  and  juftice;  law,  becaufe 
you  only  defired  that  the  fame  words  of  the  fame  act  of  nagivation  fliould 
have  the  fame  conftru6tion  on  one  fide  the  channel  as  they  have  on  the  other; 
how  they  had  ever  borne  a different  one,  I cannot  conceive,  otherwife  than 
by  fuppofing  that  in  your  antient  ftate  of  dependency  you  \rere  not  entitled 
to  the  common  benefit  of  the  mother  tongue;  the  anfwer  to  this  argument 
was  unfatisfa6tory,  that  England  had  altered  the  law  ; but  if  England  had  fo 
altered  the  law,  it  ceafed  to  impofe  the  fame  reliriftions  and  confer  the  fame 
advantages,  and  then  a doubt  might  arife  whether  theaft  of  navigation  were 
the  law  of  Ireland,  fo  that  you  feemed  entitled  to  the  confiru6tion  or  free 
from  the  a6l;  nowit  is  of  more  confequence  to  England,  that  you  fiiould 
be  bound  by  the  a6l  of  navigation,  than  to  Ireland  to  have  the  benefit  of 
the  fair  conftru6tion  of  it.  But  you  ftood  on  ftill  better  ground— juftice; 
was  it  juft  that  you  fliould  receive  plantation  goods  from  England,  and  that 
England  fliould  not  receive  them  from  you?  here  if  you  do  not  find  the 
law  equal,  you  may  make  it  fo:  for  as  yet  you  are  a free  parliament. 

I leave  this  part  of  the  fubje6l;  equality  of  duty,  but  no  prefent  equality 
of  trade.  I come  to  that  part  of  the  adjuftment  which  is  inequality  of 
both; — and  firft,  that  part  which  relates  to  the  primuni  of  your  manufac- 
tures. When  the  original  propofitions  were  argued,  gentlemen  exclaimed, 
“ England  referves  her  wool,  and  Ireland  does  not  referve  her  woollen  yarn,” 
it  was  anfwered,  “Ireland  may  if  flie  pleafe.”  What  will  thofe  gentlemen 
now  fay,  when  England  referves  both; — the  primum  of  her  manufadtures 
and  of  yours?  and  not  only  woollen  yarn,  but  linen  yarn,  hides,  &c?  To 
tell  me  that  this  exportation  is  beneficial  to  Ireland  is  to  tell  me  nothing; 
the  queftion  is  not  about  flopping  the  export,  but  giving  up  the  regulation, 
in  inftances  where  England,  retains  the  power  of  regulation,  and  the  a6l  of 
prohibition.  To  tell  me  that  this  exportation  is  neceffary  for  England  is  to 
tell  me  nothing,  but  that  you  are  material  to  England,  and  therefore  fliould 
have  obtained  at  leaft  equal  terms.  I own,  to  affift  the  manufa6lures  of 
Great  Britain  as  far  as  it  is  not  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  thofe  of  Ireland 
is  to  me  an  object;  but  ftill  the  difference  recurs:  flie  is  not  content  with 
voluntary  accommodation  on  your  part,  but  exadls  perpetual  export  from 
you  in  the  very  article,  in  which  flie  retains  abfolute  prohibition — no  new 
prohibition— every  prohibition  beneficial  to  England  was  laid  before— none 
VoL.  II.  6 H in 
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in  favor  of  Ireland.  Ireland  till  1779  was  a province,  and  every  province  is 
a vidtim;  your  provincial  ftate  ceafed,  but  before  the  provincial  regulations 
were  done  a\\  ay,  this  arrangement  eilablilhes  a principle  uti  pojjidetis,  that  is, 
Great  Britain  lhall  retain  all  her  advantages,  and  Ireland  lhall  retain  all  her 
di  fad  vantages.  But  I leave  this  part  of  the  adjuftment  where  reciprocity  is 
.difclaimed  in  the  outfet  of  treaty  and  the  rudiment  of  manufafture ; I come 
•to  inftances  of  more  ftriking  inequality,  and  lirft,  your  fituation  in  the  Eaft. 
You  are  to  give  a monopoly  to  the  prefent  or  any  future  Eaft-India  company 
•during  its  exiftence,  and  to  the  Britilli  nation  for  ever  after.  It  has  been 
faid  that  the  Irilhman  in  this  is  in  the  fame  fituation  as  the  Englilliman,  but 
there  is  this  difference,  the  difference  between  having,  and  not  having  the 
trade;  the  Britilli  parliament  has  judged  it  moft  expedient  for  Great  Britain 
to  carry  on  her  trade  to  the  Eafl,  by  an  exclufive  company;  the  Irilli  par- 
liament is  now  to  determine  it  moft  expedient  for  Ireland  to  have  no  trade 
at  all  in  thofe  parts.  This  is  not  a furrender  of  the  political  rights  of  the 
conftitution,  but  of  the  natural  rights  of  man-— not  of  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament, but  of  the  rights  of  nations— not  to  fail  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  the  Streights  of  IMagellan,  an  awful  interdidl!  Not  only  Eu- 
ropean fettlements,  but  neutral  countries  excluded,  and  God’s  providence 
Hint  out  in  the  moft  opulent  boundaries  of  creation;  other  interdidls  go  to 
particular  places  for  local  reafons,  becaufe  they  belong  to  certain  European 
ftates,  but  here  arc  neutral  regions  forbidden,  and  a path  prefcribed  to 
the  Irilliman  on  open  fea.  Other  intevdifts  go  to  a determinate  period  of 
•time,  but  here  is  an  eternity  of  reftraint ; you  are  to  have  no  trade  at  all 
during  the  exiftence  of  any  company,  and  no  free  trade  to  thofe  countries 
after  its  expiration;  this  refembles  rather  a judgment  of  God  than  an  act 
of  the  legiflature,  whether  you  meafure  it  by  immenfity  of  fpace  or  infi- 
nity of  duration,  and  has  nothing  human  about  it  except  its  prefumption. 

What  you  lofe  by  this  furrender,  what  you  forfeit  by  giving  up  the  poffi- 
bility  of  intercourfe  with  fo  great  a proportion  of  the  inhabited  globe,  I 
cannot  prefume  to  fay;  but  this  I can  fay,  that  gentlemen  have  no  right  to 
argue  from  prefent  want. of  capital  againft  future  trade,  nor  to  give  up  their 
capacity  to  trade,  becaufe  they  have  not  yet  brought  that  capacity  into  adlion; 
ftill  lefs  have  they  a right  to  do-  fo  without  the  fiiadow  of  compenfatioii, 
and  leaft  of  all  on  the  afteCied  compenfation  which,  trifling  with  your  undei- 
ftanding  as  well  as  intereft,^  fufters  a veffeTto  go  to  the  •.Weft,  in  its  way  to 
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tlie  Eaft.  I leave  this  iincompenfated  furrender— I leave  your  fituation 
in  the  Eaft  which  is  blank— I leave  your  iituation  in  the  Eaft  which  is  the 
furrender  of  trade  itfelf;  and  I come  to  your  fituation  in  the  Weft  which  is 
a furrender  of  its  freedom.  You  are  to  give  a monopoly  to  the  Britifli  plant- 
ations at  their  own  taxes;  before,  you  did  fo  only  in  Certain  articles,  with 
a power  of  fele6tion,  and  then  only  as  long  as  you  pleafed  to  conform  to  the 
condition,  and  without  any  ftipulation  to  exclude  foreign  produce.  It  may 
be  very  proper  to  exclude  foreign  produce  by  your  own  temporary  laws, 
and  at  your  own  free  will  and  option,  'but  now  you  are  to  covenant  to  do 
fo  for  ever,  and  thereby  you  put  the  trade  out  of  your  own  power  for  ever, 
and  you  give  to  the  Englilh,  ^VY^I  as  Avell  as  Eaft,  an  eternal  monopoly  for 
their  plantation  produce  in  the  taxing  and  regulating  of  which  you  have 
no  fort  of  deliberation  or  interference,  and  over  Avhich  Great  Britain  has  a 
complete  fupremacy.  Here  you  will  confider  the  advantage  you  receive 
from  that  monopoly,  and  judge  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  fet  up 
againft  yourfelves  that  monopoly  for  ever ; there  is  fcarcely  an  article  of  the 
Britifh  plantation,  that  is  not  out  of  all  proportion  dearer  than  the  fame 
article  is  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe,  nor  any  other  article  that  is  not 
produced  elfewheie,  for  fome  of  which  articles  you  might  eftablidi  a mart 
for  your  manufa6tures.  Portugal,  for  inftance,  is  capable  of  being  a better 
market  for  our  drapery  than  Great  Britain;  this  enormity  of  price  is  ag- 
gravated by  an  enormity  of  tax,  Avhat  then  is  this  covenant  ? to  take  thefe 
articles  from  the  Britifli  plantations,  and  from  none  others,  at  the  prefent 
high  rates  and  taxes,  and  to  take  them  at  all  times  to  come,  fuhjeci  to  what- 
ever further  rates  and  taxes  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fliall  ena6t.  Let 
me  afk  yOu,  why  did  you  refufe  proteHing  duties  to  your  own  people?  be- 
caufe  they  looked  like  a monopoly;  and  will  you  give  to  the  Eaft  India 
merchant,  and  the  Weft  India  planter  fomething  more?  a monopoly  Avhere 
the  monopolift  is  in  fome  degree  the  lawgiver.  The  principle  of  equal  duty 
or  the  fame  reftriHion  is  not  the  fliadoAV  of  fecurity ; to  make  fuch  a principle 
applicable,  the  objefts  muft  be  equal,  but  here  the  obje6ts  are  not  only 
diftimilar  but  oppoftte;  the  condition  of  England  is  great  debt  and  greater 
capital,  great  incumbrance,  but  fiill  greater  abilities;  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land, little  capital,  but  a fmall  debt,  poverty,  but  exemption  from  intolerable 
taxes.  Equal  burthens  will  have  oppoftte  eftedls,  they  aGII  fund  the  debt  of 
oiie  country  and  deftroy  the  trade  of  the  other;  high  duties  will  take  away 
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your  refource,  mIhcIi  is  exemption  from  them,  but  will  be  a fund  for  Great 
Britain;  thus  the  colony  principle  in  its  extent  is  dangerous  to  a very  great 
degree.  Suppofe  Great  Britain  ihould  raife  her  colony  duties  to  a ftill  greater 
degree,  to  anfwer  the  exigency  of  fome  future  war,  or  to  fund  her  prefent 
debt,  you  muft  follow,  for  by  this  bill  you  would  have  no  option  in  foreign 
trade;  you  mud  follow,  not  becaufe  5^ou  wanted  the  tax,  but  left  your  ex- 
emption from  taxes  lliould  give  your  manufa6lures  any  comparative  advan- 
tage. Irifti  taxes  are  to  be  precautions  againft  the  profperity  of  Irifh  manu- 
fa6lures ! you  muft  follow,  becaufe  your  taxes  here  would  be  no  longer 
meafured  by  the  wants  of  the  country  or  the  intereft  of  her  commerce, 
becaufe  we  ftiould  have  inftituted  a falfe  meafure  of  taxation ; the  wants  and 
the  riches  of  another  country,  which  exceeds  you  much  in  Avants,  but  infi- 
nitely more  in  riches.  I fear  we  fhould  have  done  more,  we  fiiould  have  made 
Englifii  jealoufy  the  barometer  of  Irilli  taxation.  Suppofe  this  country  fiiould 
in  any  degree  eftablifii  a dire6l  trade  Avith  the  Britifii  plantations,  fuppofe 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  Britifii  nianufa6turers  in  any  degree  realized,  they 
may  dictate  your  duties,  they  may  petition  the  Britifii  parliament  to  raife 
certain  duties,  Avhich  fiiall  not  affeft  the  articles  of  their  intercourfe,  but  may 
ftop  yours;  or  Avhich  fiiall  affedl  the  articles  of  their  intercourfe  a little 
and  annihilate  yours ; thus  they  may  by  one  and  the  fame  duty  raife  a revenue 
in  England,  and  deftroy  a rival  in  Ireland.  Camblets  are  an  iiiftance  of  the 
former,  and  every  A^aluable  plantation  import  an  inftance  of  the  latter;  your 
option  in  foreign  trade  had  been  a reftraint  on  England,  or  a refource  to  Ire- 
land, but  under  this  adjuftment  you  give  up  your  foreign  trade,  and  confine 
yourfelf  to  that,  which  you  muft  not  prefume  to  regulate.  The  exclufion  of 
foreign  plantation  produce  would  feeni  fufticient,  for  every  purpofe  of  poAs^r 
and  domination,  but  to  aggravate,  and  it  AV'ould  feem,  to  infult,  the  indepen- 
dent ftates  of  North  America  are  nioft  ungracioufly  brought  into  this  arrange- 
ment, as  if  Ireland  Avere  a Britifii  colony,  or  North  America  continued  a part 
of  the  Britifii  dominion;  by  the  refolutions  almoft  all  the  produce  of  North 
America  Avas  to  be  imported  to  Ireland,  fubjeft  to  Britifii  duties;  the  bill  is 
more  moderate,  and  only  enumerates  certain  articles ; but  Avhat  right  has 
Great  Britain  to  interfere  in  our  foreign  trade,  Avhat  right  has  file  to  didate 
to  us  on  the  fubjed  of  North  America  trade?  Hoav  far  this  country  may 
be  further  afteded  by  clogging  her  plantation  trade  and  furrendering  her  free 
trade,  I fiiall  not  for  the  prefent  ftop  more  minutely  to  enquire,  but  I muft 
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flop  to  protefi  againft  one  circumftance  in  this  arrangement,  which  fliould 
not  accompany  any  arrangement,  which  avouIcI  be  fatal  to  fettlement  itfelf, 
and  tear  afunder  the  bands  of  faith  and  affedion;  the  circumftance  I mean, 
is  the  opening  of  the  fettlements  of  the  colony  trade,  and  free  trade  of  1779; 
this  adjuftment  takes  from  you  the  power  of  chufing  the  article,  fo  that  the 
Adiole  covenant  hangs  on  the  fpecial  circumftance,  and  takes  from  you  your 
option  in  the  produce  of  foreign  plantations,  and  even  of  America.  It  is 
a revifion  in  peace  of  the  fettlements  of  war,  it  is  a revocation  in  peace  of 
the  acquifition  of  war.  I here  alk  by  what  authority?  By  Avhat  authority 
is  Ireland  obliged  now  to  enter  into  a general  account  for  paft  acquifttions? 
Did  the  petition  of  the  manufacturers  defire  it?  Did  the  addrefies  of  the 
laft  feftion  defire  it?  Did  the  minifter  in  this  feftion  fuggeft  it?  No;  I call 
for  authority,  whereby  Ave  can  be  juftified  in  Avaving  the  benefit  of  paft  trea- 
ties, and  bringing  the  whole  relative  fituation  of  this  country  into  queftion 
in  an  arrangement  Avhich  only  profelfes  to  fettle  her  channel  trade  ? I con- 
ceive the  fettlements  of  the  laft  Avar  are  facred ; you  may  make  other  fettle- 
ments Avith  the  Britifli  nation,  but  you  Avill  never  make  any  fo  beneficial  as 
thefe  are;  they  Avere  the  refult  of  a conjuncture  miraculoufly  formed  and 
fortunately  feized.  The  American  Avar  Avas  the  Irilli  harveft.  From  that 
period,  as  from  the  lucky  moment  of  your  fate,  your  commerce,  conftitution, 
and  mind  took  form  and  vigor;  and  to  that  period,  and  to  a firft  and  falient 
principle  mult  they  recur  for  life  and  renovation.  It  is  therefore  I confider 
thofe  fettlements  as  facred,  and  from  them  I am  naturally  led  to  that  part 
of  the  fubjeCl  Avhich  relates  to  compenfation,  the  payment  Avhich  Ave  are  to 
make  for  the  lofles  Avhich  Ave  are  to  fuftain;  certainly  compenfation  cannot 
apply  to  the  free  trade  fuppofing  it  uninvaded  : firft,  becaufe  that  trade 
was  your  right;  to  pay  for  the  recoA^ery  of  Avhat  you  ftiould  ncA'er  liaA’e 
loft,  had  been  to  a great  degree  unjuft  and  derogatory;  fecondly,  becaufe 
that  free  trade  Avas  eftablifiied  in  1779,  ^iicl  the  fettlement  then  doled  and 
cannot  be  opened  noAv;  to  do  fo  Avere  to  deftroy  the  faith  of  treaties,  to 
make  it  idle  to  enter  into  the  prefent  fettlement,  and  to  render  it  vain  to 
enter  into  any  fettlement  Avith  the  Britilh  minifter.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  the  colony  trade;  that  too  Avas  fettled  in  1779,  terms  then  fpecified, 
not  noAv  to  be  opened,  clogged,  conditioned  or  circumferibed;  ftill  lefs  docs 
compenfation  apply  to  the  free  conftitution  of  1782.  His  majefty  then 
informed  you  from  the  throne,  “ thefe  things  come  unaccompanied  Avith 
any  ftipulation,”  befides,  the  free  conftitution  like  the  free  trade  Avas  your  right. 
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Free  men' wont  pay  tor  the  recovery  ofriglit;  payment  had  derogated  from 
the  claim  of  riglit;  fo  we  then  hated  to  miniftry.  It  was  then  tjiought  that 
to  have  annexed  fubfidy  to  conftitution  had  been  a barren  experiment  on 
public  povcity,  and  had  married  an  illuftrious  experiment  on  the  feelings' 
of  the  nation,  and  had  been  neither  fatisfaftion  to  Ireland,  nor  revenue  to 
Great  Britain.  This  bolder  policy,  this  happy  art,  vdiich  faw  how  much 
may  be  got  by  tax,  and  how  much  muft  be  left  to  honor,  which  made  a bold 
pulh  for  the  heart  of  the  nation,  and  leaving  her  free  to  acquire,  took  a 
chance  for  her  difpofition  to  give,  had  its  effedl;  for  fmee  that  time,  until 
the  prefent  moft  unfortunate  attempt,  a great  bulk  of  the  community  were 
on  the  fide  of  government,  and  the  parliamentary  conftiiution  was  a guaran- 
tee for  public  peace. 

See  then  what  you  obtained  without  compenfation,  a colony  it  c!p.  a free 
trade,  the  independency  of  your  judges,  the  government  of  your  army,  ihe 
extenfion  of  the  unconftitutional  powers  of  your  council,  the  reftoratibn 
of  the  judicature  of  your  lords,  and  the  independency  of  your  legidature! 

See  now  what  you  obtain  by  compenfation-— a covenant  not  to  trade 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Magellan;  a covenant 
not  to  take  foreign  plantation  produce,  but  as  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain fliall  permit;  a covenant  not  to  take  Brititli  plantation  produce,  but  as 
Cireat  Britain  lhall  preferibe;  a covenant  to  make  fuch  acts  of  navigation 
as  Great  Britain  lhall  preferihe;  a covenant  never  to  prote6l  your  ovui  manu- 
factures, never  to  guard  the  p?'hmn)i  of  thofe  manufadtures ! Thefe  things 
are  accompanied,  I do  acknowlege,  with  a covenant  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land to  difarm  your  argument  for  protedting  duties,  to  give  the  Englilli  lan- 
guage in  the  adt  of  navigation  the  fame  conltrubtion  in  Ireland,  and  to  leave 
our  linen  markets  Avithout  moleftation  or  diminution.  One  diould  think 
fome  God  prefided  over  the  liberties  of  this  country,  who  made  it  frugality 
in  the  Irilh  nation  to  continue  free,  but  has  annexed  the  penalties  of  fine 
or  infamy  to  the  furrender  of  the  conftitution!  From  this  confideration 
of  commerce,  a queftion  much  more  high,  much  more  deep,  the  invaluable 
(jueltion  of  conftitution  arifes,  in  which  the  idea  of  proteding  duties,  the 
idea  of  reciprocal  duties,  of  countervailing  duties,  and  all  that  detail  vanifii, 
and  the  energies  of  every  heart,  and  the  prudence  of  every  head,  are  called 
upon  to  liiield  this  nation,  that  long  deprelfed,  and  at  length  by  domeftic 
virtues,  and  foreign  misfortune  emancipated,  has  now  to  defend  her  newly 
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acquired  rights,  and  h&r  juhly  acquired  reputation;  the  quehion  is  no  le^ 
than  that,  which  three  years  ago  agitated,  tired,  and  exalted  the  Irilh  nation, 
the  independency  of  the  Iritli  parliament ! By  this  bill  avt  are  to  covenant  that 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  lliall  fubferibe  whatever  laws  the  parliament  of 
England  tliall  preferibe,  refpecling  your  trade  with  the  Britilh  plantations, 
your  trade  in  the  produce  of  foreign  plantations,  and  part  of  your  trade 
from  the  united  ftates  of  North  America.  There  is  alfo  a fweeping  covenant 
or  condition,  whereby  we  are  to  agree  to  fubferibe  whatever  laws  the  parliament 
of  England  fliall  preferibe  refpedting  navigation;  the  adjuftment  fubjedts  alfo 
your  reverfionary  trade  to  the  Eaft  to  the  fame  terms-— over  all  thefe  objects 
you  are  to  have  no  propounding,  no  deliberative,  no  negative,  no  legiflative 
power  whatfoever.  Here  then  is  an  end  of  your  free  trade  and  your  free 
conftitution ! I acquit  the  people  of  England;  an  ill-grounded  jealoufy  for 
their  trade  feems  aggravated  by  a Avell-founded  alarm  for  your  liberty;  un- 
willing to  relinquilh,  but  when  rclinquitlied,  too  magnanimous  and  too  wife 
to  refume  abdicated  tyranny;  they  feel  in  thefe  propofitions  an  honorable 
folicitude  for  the  freedom  of  Ireland,  and  the  good  faith  of  Great  Britain, 
and  fee  the  darling  principles  and  paflions  of  both  countries  wounded  in  an 
arrangement,  Avhich  was  to  compofe  them  for  ever;  to  a propofal  therefore 
fo  little  Avarranted  by  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  England,  fo  little  ex- 
pected by  the  people  of  Ireland,  fo  little  fuggefted  by  the  minifter,  and  lb 
involving  to  Avhatever  is  dear  to  your  intereft,  honor,  and  freedom,  I anfAver, 
no.  I plead  paft  fettlements,  I infift  on  the  faith  of  nations ; the  objection 
diould  haA’e  been  made  AA'hen  thefe  fettlements  Avere  making;  but  now  the 
logic  of  empire  comes  too  late;  no  accommodation,  no  deprecation  on  this 
fubjedt;  aflertion,  national  affertion,  national  l e-alfcrtion ! If  three  years 
after  the  recovery  of  your  freedom,  you  bend,  your  children,  corrupted  by 
your  example,  .will  furrender;  but  if  you  fraud  firm  and  inexorable,  you 
make  a feafonableim})rcllion  on  the  people  of  England,  you  give  a wholefome 
example  to  your  children,  alford  an  aA\  ful  infirndtion  to  his  majefry's  minifters, 
and  make  (as  the  Old  Euglilh  did  in  the  cafe  of  their  charter)  the  attempt 
on  Irilh  liberty,  its  confirmation  and  eftablilhment ! 

IIoAvever,  left  certain  glofles  thould  feem  to  go.  unanfwcred,  I lh;ill,  for 
the  fake  of  argument,  Avaive  pafr  fettlements,  and  combat  the  rcafoning  of 
the  Englilli  refolutions,  the  addrefs  and  his  majefry’s  anfwer,  and  the  I’cafoir- 
ing  of  this  day.  It  is  here  laid,  that  the  laws  refpecting  commerce  and  navir 
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gatioii  fhould  be  fimilar,  and  inferred,  that  Ireland  lliould  fubfcribe  the  laws 
of  England  on  thofe  fubjefts,  that  is,  the  fame  law,  the  fame  legiflature;  but 
this  argument  goes  a great  deal  too  far,  it  goes  to  the  army,  for  the  mutiny 
bill  fhould  be  the  fame;  it  was  endeavored  to  be  extended  to  the  colle6tion 
of  your  revenue,  and  is  in  train  to  be  extended  to  your  taxes;  it  goes  to  the 
extindtion  of  the  mod  invaluable  part  of  your  parliamentary  capacity;  it 
is  an  union,  an  incipient  and  a creeping  union;  a virtual  union,  eftablifhing 
one  will  in  the  general  concerns  of  commerce  and  navigation,  and  repofmg 
that  will  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain;  an  union  where  our  parliament 
preferves  its  exiftence  after  it  has  loft  its  authority,  and  our  people  are  to  pay 
for  a parliamentary  eftablifliment,  without  any  proportion  of  parliamentary 
reprefentation.  In  oppofmg  the  right  honorable  gentleman’s  bill,  I confider 
myfelf  as  oppoling  an  union  in  limine,  and  that  argument  for  union  which 
makes  fimilarity  of  law  and  community  of  intereft  (reafon  ftrong  for  the 
freedom  of  Ireland)  a pretence  for  a condition,  vdiich  would  be  dilfimilarity 
of  law,  becaufe  extindion  of  conftitution,  and  therefore  hoftility,  not  com- 
munity of  intereft;  I alk  on  what  experience  is  this  argument  founded?— 
Have  you  ever  fince  your  redemption  refufed  to  preferve  a fimilarity  of  law 
in  trade  and  navigation?  Have  you  not  followed  Great  Britain  in  all  her 
changes  in  the  a6t  of  navigation,  during  the  whole  of  that  unpalatable  bufi- 
iiefs  the  American  war?  Have  you  not  excluded  the  cheap  produce  of  other 
plantations,  in  order  that  Irifli  poverty  might  give  a monopoly  to  the  dear 
produce  of  Britifli  colonies?  Have  you  not  made  a better  ufe  of  your 
liberty  than  Great  Britain  did  of  her  power?  But  I have  an  objedion  to 
this  argument,  ftronger  even  than  its  want  of  foundation,  in  reafon  and  ex- 
periment; I hold  it  to  be  nothing  lefs  than  an  intolerance  of  the  parlia- 
mentary conftitution  of  Ireland,  a declaration  that  the  full  and  free  external 
legiflation  of  the  Irifh  parliament  is  incompatible  with  the  Britifii  empire. 
I do  acknowledge  that  by  your  external  power,  you  might  difcompofe  the 
harmony  of  empire,  and  I add,  that  by  your  power  over  the  purfe  you  might 
diflblve  the  ftate;  but  to  the  latter  you  owe  your  exiftence  in  the  conftitu- 
tion, and  to  the  former  your  authority  and  ftation  in  the  empire;  this  argu- 
ment, therefore,  refts  the  conneclion  upon  a new  and  a falfe  principle,  goes 
direftly  againft  the  root  of  parliament,  and  is  not  a difficulty  to  be  accom- 
modated, but  an  error  to  be  eradicated;  and  if  any  body  of  men  can  ftill 
think  that  the  Irifii  conftitution  is  incompatible  with  the  Britifh  empire, 

doctrine 


APPENDIX. 


05 

tloclrine  which  I abjure  as  fedition  againft  the  connexion  ; hut  if  any  body  of 
men  are  juftified  in  thinking,  that  the  Irilh  conftitutiou  is  incompatible  with 
the  Britifli  empire,  perilli  the  empire  ! live  the  conftitutiou  ! lleduccd  by  this 
falfe  dilemma  to  take  a part,  my  fecond  widi  is  the  Britifli  empire,  my  firl't 
v/ifh  and  bounden  duty  is  the  liberty  of  Ireland ; but  we  are  told  this  impe- 
rial power  is  not  only  neceflary  for  England,  but  fafe  for  Ireland.  AVhat  is 
the  jircfcnt  queftion  ? What  but  the  abufe  of  this  very  power  of  regulating 
the  trade  of  Ireland  by  the  Britifli  parliament  excluding  you,  and  including 
herfelf  by  l irtuc  of  the  fame  words  of  the  fame  act  of  navigation  ? And  what 
was  the  promovent  caufe  of  this  arrangement  ? M'hat  but  the  power  you  are 
going  to  furrender,  the  diftintl  and  independent  external  authority  of  the 
Irilh  parliament,  competent  to  queftion  that  mifconftrudtion  ? What  is  the 
remedy  now  propofed  ? the  evil.  Go  back  to  the  parliament  of  England  ; 
I afk  again,  what  were  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  your  eleven  propofitions? 
AVdiat  but  the  jealoufy  of  the  Britifli  manufacturers  on  the  fubject  of  trade  ? 
And  Avill  you  make  them  your  parliament,  iind  that  too  for  ever,  and  that 
too  on  the  fubjedt  of  their  jealoufy,  and  in  the  moment  they  difplayed  it — 
Safe  ! I will  fuppofe  that  jealoufy  realized,  that  you  rival  them  in  fome  market 
abroad,  and  that  they  petition  their  parliament  to  impofe  a regulation,  which 
lliall  affedta  tonnage  which  you  have,  and  Great  Britain  has  not  j hoiv  would 
you  then  feel  your  lituation,  when  you  fhould  he  obliged  to  regifter  all  this  ? 
And  how  would  you  feel  your  degradation,  when  you  fhould  fee  your  own 
manufadlurers  pafs  you  by  as  a cypher  in  the  conftitutiou,  and  deprecate  their 
ruin  at  the  bar  of  a foreign  parliament — Safe  ! Whence  the  American  war? 
Whence  the  Irilh  reftridlions  ? Whence  the  mifconftrudlion  of  the  acl  of  na- 
vigation ? M'heiice  but  from  the  evil  of  fuffering  one  country  to  regulate  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  another,  and  of  inftituting,  under  the  idea  of  general 
protedlorefs,  a proud  domination,  which  facrifices  the  intereft  of  the  whole  to 
the  ambition  of  a part,  and  arms  the  little  paffions  of  the  monopolift  with  the 
fovereign  potency  of  an  imperial  parliament ; for  great  nations  ivhen  curfed 
with  unnatural  fway  follow  but  their  nature  vhen  they  invade;  and  human 
wifdom  has  not  better  provided  for  human  fafety  than  by  limiting  the  prin- 
ciples of  human  power.  The  furrender  of  legiflature  has  been  likened  to 
cafes  that  not  unfrequently  take  place  between  two  equal  nations  covenant- 
ing to  fufpend  in  particular  cafes  their  refpedive  legiflative  powers  for  mutual 
benefit ; thus  Great  Britain  and  Portugal  agree  to  fufpend  their  legiflative 
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power  in  favor  of  the  wine  of  the  one,  and  the  woollen  of  the  other;  but  if 
Portugal  had  gone  farther,  and  agreed  to  fubfcribe  the  laws  of  England,  this 
covenant  had  not  been  a treaty,  but  conqueft;  fo  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
may  covenant,  not  to  raife  high  duties  on  each  other’s  manufactures ; but 
if  Ireland  goes  farther,  and  covenants  to  fubfcribe  Britifli  law,  this  is  not  a 
mutual  fufpenfion  of  the  exercife  of  legiflative  power,  but  a transfer  of  the 
power  itfelf  from  one  country  to  another,  to  be  exercifed  by  another  hand ; 
fuch  covenant  is  not  reciprocity  of  trade,  it  is  a furrender  of  the  government 
of  your  trade,  inequality  of  trade,  and  inequality  of  conftitution.  I fpeak 
however  as  if  fuch  transfer  could  take  place,  but  in  fact  it  could  not : any  ar- 
rangement fo  covenanting  is  a mere  nullity  ; it  could  not  bind  you,  ftill  lefs 
could  it  bind  your  fucceffors;  for  a man  is  not  omnipotent  over  himfelf,  neither 
are  your  parliaments  omnipotent  over  themfelves,  to  accomplifli  their  own  de- 
ftruction,  and  propagate  death  to  their  fucceffors ; there  is  in  thefe  cafes  a 
fuperior  relationfhip  to  our  refpective  creators — God — the  community,  which 
in  the  inftance  of  the  individual,  arrefts  the  hand  of  filicide,  and  in  that  of 
the  political  body,  hops  the  act  of  furrender,  and  makes  man  the  means  of 
propagation,  and  parliament  the  organ  to  continue  liberty,  not  the  engine  to 
deftroy  it.  However,  though  the  furrender  be  void,  there  are  two  ways  of  at- 
tempting it,  one  by  a furrender  in  form,  the  other  by  a furrender  in  fub- 
ftance  ; appointing  another  parliament  your  fubftitute,  and  confenting  to  be 
its  regifter  or  ftamp,  by  virtue  of  which  to  introduce  the  law  and  edict  of 
another  land  ; to  clothe  with  the  forms  of  your  law  foreign  deliberations, 
and  to  prefide  over  the  difgraceful  ceremony  of  your  own  abdicated  autho- 
rity ; both  methods  are  equally  furrenders,  and  both  are  wholly  void.  I 
fpeak  on  principle,  the  principle  on  which  you  ftand— your  creation.  We, 
the  limited  truftees  of  the  delegated  power,  born  for  a particular  purpofe,  li- 
mited to  a particular  time,  and  bearing  an  inviolable  relationfliip  to  the  peo- 
ple, who  fent  us  to  parliament,  cannot  break  that  relationfhip,  counteract  that 
purpofe,  furrender,  diminifli,  or  derogate  from  thofe  privileges  ive  breathe  but 
to  preferve.  Could  the  parliament  of  England  covenant  to  fubfcribe  your 
laws  ? Could  fhe  covenant  that  young  Ireland  flioiild  command,  and  Old  Eng- 
land fhould  obey  ? If  fuch  a propofal  to  England  were  mockery  to  Ireland, 
it  cannot  be  conftitution.  I reft  on  authority  as  well  as  principle,  the  autho- 
rity on  which  the  revolution  refts.  Mr.  Locke,  who  in  his  chapter  on  the 
abolition  of  government,  fays,  that  the  transfer  of  legiflative  power  is  the 
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abolition  of  the  ftate,  not  a transfer.  Thus  I may  congratulate  this  houfe  and 
myfelf,  that  it  is  one  of  the  hleffings  of  the  Britilli  conftitution,  that  it  can- 
not perifli  of  a rapid  mortality,  nor  die  in  a day,  like  the  men  who  Ihould 
protedl  her ; any  aft  that  would  deftroy  the  liberty  of  the  people,  is  dead- 
born  from  the  womb ; men  may  put  down  the  public  caufe  for  a feafon,  but 
another  year  would  fee  old  conftitution  adv  ance  the  honors  of  his  head,  and 
the  good  inftitution  of  parliament  lhaking  off  the  tomb  to  reafcend  in  all  its 
pomp  and  pride,  and  plenitude  and  privilege  ! 

Sir,  I have  ftated  thefe  propofitions  and  the  bill  as  a mere  transfer  of  ex- 
ternal legiflative  authority  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  but  I have  un- 
derftated  their  mifchief:  they  go  to  taxation, taxes  on  the  trade  with  the  Bri- 
tifli  plantations,  taxes  on  the  produce  of  foreign  plantations,  taxes  on  fomc 
of  the  produce  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  ; they  go  to  port  du- 
ties, fuch  as  Great  Britain  laid  on  America  ! the  mode  is  varied,  but  the  prin- 
ciple is  the  fame.  Here  Great  Britain  takes  the  ftamp  of  the  Irilh  parliament ; 
Great  Britain  is  to  prefcribe,  and  Ireland  is  to  obey  ! We  anticipate  the  rape 
by  previous  furrender,  and  throw  into  the  fcale  our  honor  as  well  as  our  li- 
berty. Do  not  imagine  that  all  thefe  refolutions  are  mere  afts  of  regulation  ; 
they  are  folid  fubftantial  revenue,  great  part  of  your  additional  duty.  I allow 
the  bill  excepts  rum  and  tobacco ; but  the  principle  is  retained,  and  the  ope- 
ration of  it  only  kept  back.  I have  ftated  that  Great  Britain  may  by  thefe 
propofitions  crulh  your  commerce,  but  fhall  be  told  that  the  commercial  jea- 
loufy  of  Great  Britain  is  at  an  end.  But  are  her  wants  at  an  end  ? Are  her 
wifties  for  Irifli  fubftdy  at  an  end  ? No ; and  may  be  gratified  by  laying- 
colony  duties  on  herfelf,  and  fo  raifing  on  Ireland  an  imperial  revenue  to  be 
fubfcribed  by  our  parliament,  without  the  confent  of  our  parliament,  and  in 
defpite  of  our  people.  Or  if  a minifter  fhould  pleafe  to  turn  himfelf  to  a ge- 
neral excife,  if  wifliing  to  relieve  from  the  weight  of  further  additional  duties 
the  hereditary  revenue  now  alienated,  if  wilhing  to  reliev^e  the  alarms  of  the 
Englilh  manufafturers,  who  complain  of  our  exemption  from  excifes,  parti- 
cularly on  foap,  candles,  and  leather  ; he  fliould  proceed  on  thofe  already  re- 
giftered  articles  of  taxation,  he  might  tax  you  by  threats,  fuggefting,  that  if 
you  refufe  to  raife  an  excife  on  yourfelf,  England  will  raife  colony  duties  on 
both.  See  what  a mighty  inltrument  of  coercion  this  bill  and  thefe  refolutions 
are.  Stir,  and  the  minifter  can  crufli  you  in  the  name  of  Great  Britain ; he  can 
crufh  your  imports  ; he  can  crulh  your  exports ; he  can  do  this  in  a manner 
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peculiarly  gratifying,  by  virtue  of  a claufe  in  a Britiib  acl  of  parliament  that 
would  feem  to  impofe  the  fame  reftri6lions  on  Great  Britain  ; he  can  do  this 
in  a manner  ftill  more  offenfive  by  the  immediate  means  of  your  own  parlia- 
ment, who  would  be  then  an  adtiv^e  cypher,  and  notorious  ftamp  in  the  hands 
of  Great  Britain,  to  forge  and  falfify  the  name  and  authority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  I have  confidered  your  fituation  under  thefe  propofitions  with  re- 
fpedl  to  Great  Britain  ; fee  what  would  be  your  fituation  with  refpe6l  to  the 
crown  ? You  would  have  granted  to  the  king  a perpetual  money  bill,  or  a 
money  bill  to  continue  as  long  as  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fliall  pleafe, 
with  a covenant  to  increafe  it  as  often  as  the  Britifli  parliament  fliall  pleafe. 
By  the  refolutions  a great  part  of  the  additional  duty  would  have  been  fo 
granted ; the  trade  of  the  country  is  made  dependent  on  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  crown  is  made  lefs  dependent  on  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  and  a code  of  prerogative  added  to  a code  of  empire.  If  the  mer- 
chant after  this  diould  petition  you  to  lower  your  duties  on  the  articles  of 
trade,  your  anfwer,  “ trade  is  in  covenant.”  If  your  conftituents  fhould  iii- 
ftru6l  you  to  limit  the  bill  of  fupply,  or  pafs  a diort  money  bill,  your  anfwer, 
“ the  purfe  of  the  nation  like  her  trade  is  in  covenant.”  No  more  of  fix 
months  money  bills ; no  more  of  inftruclions  from  conftituents ; that  con- 
nection is  broken  by  this  bill ; pafs  this,  you  have  no  conftituents,  you  are  not 
the  reprefcntative  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  but  the  regifter  of  the  Britifli  par- 
liament, and  the  equalizer  of  Britilh  duties  ! 

In  order  to  complete  this  chain  of  power,  one  link  (I  do  acknowledge)  was 
wanting,  a perpetual  revenue  bill,  or  a covenant  from  time  to  time  to  renew 
the  bill  for  the  colledlion  thereof.  The  twentieth  refolution,  and  this  bill 
founded  upon  it,  attain  that  objetT.  Sir,  this  houfe  refts  on  three  pillars;  your 
power  over  the  annual  mutiny  bill ; your  power  over  the  annual  additional  du- 
ties ; your  power  over  the  collciFtion  of  the  revenue.  The  latter  power  is  of  great 
confe([uence,  becaufe  a great  part  of  our  revenues  are  granted  for  ever.  Your 
anceftors  were  flaves  ; and  for  their  eltates,  that  is,  for  the  aCt  of  fettlement 
granted  the  hereditary  revenue,  and  from  that  moment  ceafed  to  be  a parlia- 
ment ; nor  was  it  till  many  years  after  that  parliament  revived  ; but  it  revived 
as  you  under  this  bill  would  continue  ; without  parliamentary  power ; every 
evil  meafure  derived  argument,  energy  and  elfence  from  this  unconftitutional 
fund.  If  a country  gentleman  complained  of  the  expences  of  the  crown,  he 
was  told  a frugal  government  could  go  on  without  a parliament,  and  that  avc 
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held  our  exiitence,  by  withholding  the  difcharge  of  our  duty.  However, 
though  the  funds  were  granted  for  ever,  the  provifion  for  the  colle61ion  was 
inadequate;  the  fmuggler  learned  to  evade  the  penalties,  and  parliament, 
though  not  neceffary  for  granting  the  hereditary  revenue,  became  necelTary 
for  its  collection.  Here  then  we  reft  on  three  pillars,  the  annual  mutiny  bill, 
the  annual  additional  fupply,  and  the  annual  collection  of  the  revenue.  If 
you  remove  all  thefe,  this  fabric  falls ; remove  any  one  of  them,  and  it  tot- 
ters ; for  it  is  not  the  mace,  nor  the  chain,  nor  this  dome,  but  the  deliberate 
voice  refident  therein  that  conftitutes  the  effence  of  parliament.  Clog  your 
deliberations,  and  you  are  no  longer  a parliament,  Avith  a thoufand  gaudy 
furviving:  circumftances  of  fliew  and  authoritv. 

Contemplate  for  a moment  the  powers  this  bill  prefumes  to  perpetuate  ; a 
perpetual  repeal  of  trial  by  jury  ; a perpetual  repeal  of  the  great  charter;  a 
perpetual  writ  of  alhflance  ; a perpetual  felony  to  ftrike  an  excileman  ! 

The  late  Chief  Baron  Burgh,  fpeaking  of  the  revenue  bill,  exclaimed, 
“ you  give  to  the  dipping  rule,  what  you  fliould  deny  to  the  fceptre.”  All  the 
unconftitutional  poAvers  of  the  excife  Ave  are  to  perpetuate,  the  conftitutional 
powers  of  parliament  Ave  are  to  abdicate.  Can  Ave  do  all  this  ? Can  we  make 
thefe  bulky  furrenders,  in  diminution  of  the  poAver,  in  derogation  of  the  pride 
of  parliament,  and  in  violation  of  thofe  eternal  relationihips,  Avhich  the  body 
that  reprefents  fhould  bear  to  the  community  Avhich  conftitutes? 

The  pretence  given  for  this  unconftitutional  idea  is  Aveak  indeed ; that  as 
the  benefits  are  permanent,  lb  Ihould  be  the  compenfation.  But  trade  laAvs 
are  to  follow  their  nature,  revenue  laws  to  follow  theirs.  On  the  permanent 
nature  of  commercial  advantages  depends  the  faith  of  trade,  on  the  limited 
nature  of  revenue  laws  depends  the  exiftence  of  parliament;  but  the  error  of 
the  argument  arifes  from  the  vice  of  dealing.  It  is  a market  for  a conftitu- 
tion;  and  a logic  applicable  to  barter  only,  is  applied  to  freedom.  To  qualify 
this  dereli6tion  of  eAcry  principle  and  poAver,  the  furrender  is  made  conftitu- 
tional; that  is,  the  Britilh  market  for  the  Irilh  confiitution,  the  lhadoAV"  of  a 
market  for  the  fubftance  of  a conftitution  ! You  are  to  referve  an  option, 
trade  or  liberty ; if  you  mean  to  come  to  the  Britilh  market,  you  muft  pafs 
under  the  Britilli  yoke.  I objeft  to  this  principle  in  every  lliape,  Avhether  you 
are,  as  the  refolution  Acas  firlt  Avorded,  direftly  to  transfer  legiflative  poAcer 
to  the  Britilh  parliament ; Avhether,  as  it  Avas  aftei’Avards  altered,  you  are  to 
covenant  to  fubferibe  her  acts ; or  whether,  as  it  is  noAv  foftened,  you  are 
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to  take  the  chance  of  the  Britifli  market,  fo  long  as  you  M'ave  the  bleffings 
of  the  Britilh  conftitution — terms  diflionorable,  derogatory,  incapable  of 
forming  the  foundation  of  any  fair  and  friendly  fettlernent,  injurious  to  the 
political  morality  of  the  nation  ; I would  not  harbour  a flavilh  principle,  nor 
give  it  the  hofpitality  of  a night’s  lodging  in  a land  of  liberty  ! Slavery  is 
like  any  other  vice  : tolerate  and  you  embrace ; you  fliould  guard  your  con- 
ftitution by  fettled  maxims  of  honor,  as  well  as  wholefome  rules  of  law ; and 
one  maxim  tliould  be,  never  to  tolerate  a condition,  which  trenches  on  the 
privileges  of  parliament,  or  derogates  from  the  pride  of  the  ifland.  Liberal 
in  matters  of  revenue,  pradticable  in  matters  of  commerce  ; on  thefe  fubje6is 
I would  be  inexorable  : if  the  genius  of  Old  England  came  to  that  bar,  with 
the  Britilh  conftitution  in  one  hand,  and  in  the  other  an  offer  of  all  that  Ena-- 
land  retains  or  all  that  die  has  loft  of  commerce,  I Ihould  turn  my  back  on 
the  latter,  and  pay  my  obedience  to  the  bleffings  of  her  conftitution  ; for  that 
conftitution  will  give  you  commerce,  and  it  was  the  lofs  of  that  conftitution, 
that  deprived  you  of  commerce.  Why  are  you  not  now  a woollen  country? 
becaufe  another  country  regulated  your  trade.  Why  are  you  not  now  a coun- 
try of  re-export  ? becaufe  another  country  regulated  your  navigation.  I 
oppofe  the  original  terms  as  flavilli,  and  I oppofe  the  conditional  claufe  as  an 
artful  Avay  of  introducing  flavery,  of  foothing  a high-fpirited  nation  into  a 
fubmiftion  by  the  ignominious  delufion  that  Ihe  may  fliake  off  the  yoke  vdien 
lire  pleafes,  and  once  more  become  a free  people.  The  direft  uncpnftitu- 
tional  propofition  could  not  have  been  liftened  to,  and  therefore  refort  is  had 
to  the  only  poffible  chance  of  deftroying  the  liberty  of  the  people,  by  holding 
up  the  bright  reveilion  of  the  Britilh  conftitution,  and  the  fpeculation  of  fu- 
ture liberty,  as  a confolation  for  the  prefent  fubmiftion.  But  would  any  gen- 
tleman here  wear  a livery  to-night,  becaufe  he  might  lay  it  afide  in  the  morn- 
ing ? or  would  this  houfe  fubftitute  another,  becaufe  next  year  it  might  re- 
fume its  authority,  and  once  more  become  the  parliament  of  Ireland.  I do 
not  believe  we  lliould  get  the  Britilli,  but  I do  not  want  to  make  an  experi- 
ment on  the  Britilli  market,  by  making  an  experiment  likewife  on  the  confti- 
tution and  fpirit  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  But  do  not  imagine  if  you  lliall 
yield  for  a year,  you  will  get  fo  eafily  clear  of  this  inglorious  experiment;  if 
this  is  not  the  Britilh  market,  why  accept  the  adjuftment?  and  if  it  is,  the  be- 
nefit thereof  may  take  away  your  deliberative  voice.  You  will  be  bribed  out 
of  your  conftitution  by  your  commerce ; there  are  two  ways  of  taking  away 
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free  will,  the  one  by  clire6l  compulfion,  the  other  by  ehabliflhng  a prsepollent 
motive.  Thus  a fervant  of  the  crown  may  lofe  his  free  will,  when  he  is  to 
give  his  vote  at  the  hazard  of  his  office ; and  thus  a parliament  would  lofe 
its  free  w'ill,  if  it  acted  under  a convi6tion,  that  it  exercifed  its  deliberative 
fun6tion  at  the  riffi  of  its  commerce.  No  one  queftion  would  ftand  upon  its 
own  legs,  but  each  queftion  would  involve  every  confideratioii  of  trade,  and 
indeed  the  whole  relative  fituation  of  the  two  countries.  And  I befeech  you  to 
confider  that  fituation,  and  contemplate  the  powers  of  your  own  country,  be- 
fore you  agree  to  furrender  them.  Recollect  that  you  have  now  a right  to 
trade  with  the  Britiffi  plantations,  in  certain  articles,  without  reference  to  Bri- 
tiffi  duties ; that  you  liave  a right  to  trade  witli  the  Britilh  plantations  in 
every  other  article,  fubjecl  to  the  Britilh  duties ; that  you  have  a right  to 
get  clear  of  each  and  every  other  part  of  that  bargain  ; that  you  have  a right 
to  take  the  produce  of  foreign  plantations,  fubje6l  to  your  own  unffipulated 
duties ; that  you  have  a right  to  carry  on  a free  and  unqualified  trade  with 
the  United  States  of  North  America;  that  you  have  a right  to  carry  on  an 
experimental  trade  in  countries  contiguous  to  which  Great  Britain  has  efta- 
blilhed  her  monopolies,  the  power  of  trade  this,  and  an  inftrument  of  power, 
and  flation,  and  authority  in  the  Britilh  empire!  Confider  that  you  have  like- 
wife  a right  to  the  exclufive  fupply  of  your  own  market,  and  to  the  exclufive 
of  the  rudiment  of  your  manufadures ; that  you  have  an  abfolute  dominion 
over  the  public  purfe  and  over  the  colle6tion  of  the  revenue.  If  you  alk  me 
how  you  lliall  ufe  thefe  powers,  I fay  for  Ireland  with  due  regard  to  the  Bri- 
tilli  nation,  let  them  be  governed  by  the  fpirit  of  concord,  and  with  fidelity 
to  the  connection;  but  when  the  mover  of  the  bill  afks  me  to  furrender  thofe 
powers,  I am  aftonillied  at  him.  I have  neither  ,^rs,  nor  eyes,  nor  func- 
tions to  make  fuch  a facrifice.  What ! that  free  trade,  for  which  we  exerted 
every  nerve  in  1779;  that  free  conftitution,  for  which  we  pledged  life  and  for- 
tune in  1782  1 Our  lives  are  at  the  fervice  of  the  empire  ; but  our  liberties  ! 
no — we  received  them  from  our  Father,  which  is  in  Heaven,  and  we  Avill  hand 
them  down  to  our  children.  But  if  gentlemen  can  entertain  a doubt  of  the 
mifehief  of  thefe  propofitions,  are  they  convinced  of  their  fafety  ? the  fafety 
of  giving  up  the  government  of  your  trade?  No  ! the  mifehief  is  prominent, 
but  the  advantage  is  of  a moll  enigmatical  nature,  flave  gentlemen  confi- 
dered  the  fubject,  have  they  traced  over  the  map  of  the  countries,  the  power 
or  freedom  of  trading  with  whom  they  are  to  furrender  for  ever  ? Have  they 
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traced  the  map  of  Afia,  Africa,  and  America?  Do  they  know  tlie  French, 
Dutch,  Portuguefe,  and  Spanifli  fettlements  ? Do  they  know  the  neutral 
powers  of  thofe  countries,  their  produce,  aptitudes,  and  difpofitions  ? Have 
they  confidered  the  ftate  of  North  America  ? its  prefent  ftate,  future  growth, 
and  every  opportunity  in  tlie  endlefs  fucceffion  of  time  attending  that  nurfc 
of  commerce  and  afylum  of  mankind  ? Are  they  now  competent  to  declare 
on  the  part  of  themfelves  and  all  their  pofterity,  that  a free  trade  to  thofe  re- 
gions Avill  never  in  the  influx  of  time  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  kingdom-  of 
Ireland  ? If  they  have  information  on  this  fubje6t,  it  muft  be  by  a communi- 
cation with  God,  for  they  have  none  ^rith  man:  it  muft  be  infpiration,  for  it 
cannot  be  knowledge.  In  fuch  circuinftances  to  fubferibe  this  agreement, 
without  knowledge,  without  even  the  affectation  of  knowledge,  when  Great 
Britain  with  all  her  experience  and  every  means  of  information  from  Eaft 
Indies,  Weft  Indies,  America,  and  with  the  official  knowledge  at  her  feet, 
has  taken  fix  months  to  deliberate,  and  has  now  produced  twenty  refolutions 
witli  an  hiftory  to  each,  amounting  to  a code  of  empire,  not  a fyftem  of  com- 
merce : I fay  in  fuch  circuinftances  for  Ireland  to  fubferibe  this  agreement,' 
would  be  infatuation,  an  infatuation  to  which  the  nation  could  not  be  a party, 
but  would  appear  to  be  concluded,  indeed  huddled  with  all  lier  pofterity  into 
a fallacious  arrangement,  by  the  influence  of  the  crown,  without  the  delibe- 
ration of  parliament,  or  the  confent  of  the  people ! This  would  appear  the 
more  inexcufable,  becaufe  we  are  not  driven  to  it ; adjuftment  is  not  iiidif- 
penlible;  the  great  points  have  been  carried  ! An  inferior  queftion  about  the 
liome  market  has  been  ftarted,  and  a commercial  fever  artificially  raifed,  but 
while  the  great  points  remain  undifturbed,  the  nations  cannot  be  committed; 
the  manufaefurers  applied  for  protecting  duties,  and  have  failed;  the  minifter 
offered  a fyftem  of  reciprocity,  and  fucceeded  in  Ireland,  but  has  failed  in 
England ; he  makes  you  another  offer  inconfiftent  with  the  former,  Avhich 
offer  the  Engli 111  do  not  fupport,  and  the  Iriffi  deprecate.  We  can  go  on,  we 
have  a growing  profperity,  and  as  yet  an  exemption  from  intolerable  taxes ; 
wc  can  from  time  to  time  regulate  our  oirn  commerce,  cherifli  our  manufac- 
tures, keep  down  our  taxes,  and  bring  on  our  people,  and  brood  over  tlie 
growing  profperity  of  young  Ireland.  In  the  mean  time  we  11-111  guard  our 
free  trade  and  free  conftitution  as  our  only  real  refourccs ; they  were  the 
ftruggles  of  great  virtue,  the  refult  of  mucl>  perfcverance,  and  our  broad  bafe 
of  puldic  aClion!  We  ffiould  recoiled  that  this  houfe  may  now,  ii-ith  peculiar 
jiropricti , interpofe,  becaufe  you  did  with  great  zeal  and  fuccefs,  on  this  very 
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fubje6l  of  trade,  bring  on  the  people,  and  you  did  with  great  prudence  and  mo- 
deration, on  another  occafion,  check  a certain  defcription  of  the  people.  Thus 
mediating  between  extremes,  you  will  preferve  this  ifland  long,  and  preferve 
Iier  with  a certain  degree  of  renown.  Thus  faithful  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
country,  you  will  command  and  infure  her  tranquillity,  for  our  belt  autho- 
rity with  the  people  is,  protedlion  afforded  againft  the  miniftcrs  of  the  crown. 
It  is  not  public  clamour,  but  public  injury,  that  fliould  alarm  you;  your 
high  ground  of  expoftulation  with  your  fellow  fubje<5ts  has  been  your  fer- 
vices ; the  free  trade  you  have  given  the  merchant,  and  the  free  conftitution 
you  have  given  the  illand  ! Make  your  third  great  effort,  preferve  them,  and 
with  them  preferve  unaltered  your  oMm  calm  fenfe  of  public  right,  the  dig- 
nity of  the  parliament,  the  majelly  of  the  people,  and  the  powers  of  the 
ifland!  Keep  them  unfullied,  uncovenanted,  uncircumfcribed,  and  unfti pen- 
diary  I Thefe  paths  are  the  paths  to  glory  ; and  let  me  add,  thefe  ways  are 
the  ways  of  peace  : fo  fliall  the  profperity  of  your  country,  though  without  a 
tongue  to  thank  you,  yet  laden  with  the  blelllings  of  conftitution  and  of  com- 
merce, bear  atteftation  to  your  fervices,  and  wait  on  your  progrefs  with  invo- 
luntary praife ! 


No.  LXXVII. 

The  Rcjolutiuns  of  the  Irijh  Houfe  of  Commons  relating  U>  the  Treaty  of  Na- 
vigation and  Commerce  with  the  French  King.  {P.  172.) 

1.  RESOLVED,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient,  that 
all  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  the  European  domi- 
nions of  the  French  King,  which  are  not  fpecified  in  the  fixth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the 
Moft  Chriltian  King,  figned  at  Verfailles  the  2f)th  of  September,  1786,  fliall 
be  imported  into  this  kingdom  on  payment  of  duties  as  low  as  any,  which 
fhall  be  payable  on  the  importation  of  the  like  articles  from  any  other  Euro- 
pean nation. 

2.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient,  that  the 
duty  to  be  paid  on  wines  imported  dire<^ly  from  France  into  Ireland  fhall  be 
no  higher  than  thofe  duties  which  they  now  pay. 

3.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  duty  hereafter  to 
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be  paid  upon  beer,  the  produce  or  inanufaclure  of  the  European  dominions 
of  the  French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  diall  be  at  the  rate  of  30/. 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

4.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  tliis  committee  to  be  expedient,  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  for  all  cabinet  work  and  turnery,  and  for  all  inftru- 
ments  of  mufic,  being  of  the  manufacture  of  the  European  dominions  of  the 
French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fliall  be  at  the  rate  of  10/.  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem. 

5.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient,  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  for  all  articles  compofed  of  iron  or  fteel  feparately  or 
mixed,  or  worked  or  mounted  with  other  fubftances,  fuch  articles  being  of 
the  manufadure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  King,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding in  their  value  50.s.  Britilh,  or  54^.  Id.  Irilh  currency,  by  the  hundred 
weight,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fliall  be  at  the  rate  of  5/.  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

6.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient,  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  for  all  articles  compofed  of  iron  or  heel  feparately 
or  mixed,  or  worked  or  mounted  with  other  fubftances,  and  exceeding  in  their 
value  50^.  Britifh,  or  54^.  2r/.  Irifli  currency,  by  the  hundred  weight ; and 
for  all  buttons,  buckles,  knives  or  fcilfars,  and  for  all  other  articles  of  hard- 
ware or  cutlery,  and  for  all  articles  compofed  of  copper  and  brafs  fepa- 
rately or  mixed,  or  worked  or  mounted  with  other  fubftances,  fuch  articles 
being  of  the  manuftuTure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  King, 
imported  into  this  kingdom,  fliall  be  at  the  rate  of  ]0/.  per  centum  ad 
valorem. 

7.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient,  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  forts  of  cottons  and  woollens,  whether  knit 
or  woven,  including  hofiery,  the  product  or  manufa6ture  of  the  European 
dominions  of  the  French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fliall  be  at  the 
rate  of  1 2/.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

8.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient,  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  linens  made  of  flax  or  hemp,  of  the  manu- 
facture of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  King,  imported  into  this 
kingdom,  lhall  be  no  higher  than  the  duty  which  linens,  the  manufacture  of 
Holland,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  now  pay. 

9.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient,  that  the 
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duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  for  cambrics  and  lawns,  being  of  the  manufacture 
of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
fliall  be  for  every  demi  piece  of  cambric,  and  for  every  demi  piece  of  lawn, 
not  exceeding  feven  yards  and  three  quarters  of  a yard  Englifli  meafure  in 
length,  and  not  being  above  the  valueof  50^.  Britifli,or  54^.  Q-d.  Irith  currency, 
refpedively  5^.  5d.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  length  ; and  that  the 
duty  for  any  cambric  imported  in  demi  pieces  exceeding  feven-eighths  of  a 
yard  Englilh  meafure  in  breadth,  and  for  any  lawn  imported  in  pieces  ex- 
ceeding one  yard  and  a quarter  Englifh  meafure  in  breadth,  and  being  above 
the  value  of  30^.  Britilh,  or  54^.  Id.  Irilh  currency,  refpe<5tively,  fliall  be  10/. 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

10.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient,  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  fadlery,  of  the  manufafture  of  the  Euro- 
pean dominions  of  the  French  king,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fliall  be  at 
the  rate  of  1 5/.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

11.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  gauzes  of  all  forts  of  the  mannfad;ure  of  the 
European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  lhall  be 
at  the  rate  of  I 5l.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

12.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  the  importation  into  this  kingdom  of  millinery 
made  up  of  mullin,  laAvn,  cambrick  or  gauze  of  any  kind,  or  of  any  other  ar- 
ticle fpecified  in  the  fixth  article  of  the  faid  treaty  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce, of  the  manufafture  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  PVench  king, 
fliall  be  at  the  rate  of  12/.  per  centum  ad  valorem-,  and  that  if  any  article  not 
fo  fpecified,  and  which  may  be  legally  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fhall  be 
nferl  in  fuch  millinery,  fuch  articles  lhall  pay  duties  as  if  feparately  imported 
into  this  kingdom. 

' 13.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  porcelains,  earthen- ware  and  pottery  of  the 
mannfaclure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  imported  into 
this  kingdom,  lhall  be  at  the  rate  of  12/.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

• 14.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  glafs  and  glafs-ware  of  the  mannfadlure  of 
the  European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
fliall  be  at  the  rate  of  12/.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

(1x2 


15.  Refolved, 


70 


APPENDIX. 


15,  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedient  that  beer 
being  of  the  manufa6lure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  im- 
ported into  this  kingdom,  fliall  pay,  over  and  above  the  duty  to  be  paid  on 
the  importation  thereof,  a further  duty  fufficient  to  countervail  the  internal 
duty  aftually  paid  on  beer  brewed  in  Ireland, 


No.  LXXVIIL 

]\Ir,  Grattan’s  fpe.ech  upon  Tithes.  {P.  185,) 

■Mr.  Grattax. — The  people  in  the  fouth  have  grievances,  and  one  of  their 
principal  grievances  is  tithe ; do  not  take  it  on  my  authority,  go  into  a com- 
mittee. It  has  been  faid  in  defence  of  clerical  exactions,  that  though  fome- 
times  exorbitant,  they  have  never  been  illegal.  I deny  it ; and  will  produce 
proof  at  your  bar,  that  exa6tions  in  fome  of  the  diftiirbed  parts  have  been  not 
exorbitant  only,  but  illegal  likewife.  I will  prove  that,  in  many  inftances, 
tithe  has  been  demanded,  and  paid  for  turf ; that  tithe  of  turf  has  been  af- 
felfed  at  one  or  two  fliillings  a houfe  like  hearth-money ; and  in  addition  to 
liearth-money,  with  this  difference,  that  in  the  cafe  of  hearth-money,  there  is 
an  exemption  for  the  poor  of  a certain  defcription  ; but  here  it  is  the  poor  of 
the  pooreft  order,  that  is  the  moft  refiftlefs  people,  who  pay.  I will  prove  to 
you,  that  men  have  been  excommunicated  by  a moft  illegal  fentence,  for  re- 
fufing  to  pay  tithe  of  turf.  I have  two  decrees  in  my  hand  from  the  Vicarial 
Court  of  Cloyne;  the  firft  excommunicating  one  man,  the  fecond  excommu- 
nicating four  men  moft  illegally,  moft  arbitrarily,  for  refufing  to  pay  tithe  of 
turf:  nor  has  tithe  of  turf,  without  pretence  of  law  or  cuftom  been  a practice 
only  ; but  in  fome  part  of  the  fouth,  it  has  been  a formed  exa6lion  with  its 
own  diftin6t  and  facetious  appellation,  the  familiar  denomination  of  fmoke- 
money.  A right  to  tithe  of  turf  has  been  ufurped  againft  law,  and  a Icgifla- 
tive  power  of  commutation  has  been  exercifed,  I fuppofe  for  familiarity  of  ap- 
pellation and  facility  of  colledtion. 

I am  ready,  if  the  houfe  will  go  into  the  enquiry,  to  name  the  men,  thepa- 
rilh,  and  all  the  circumftances. 

I underftand  that  in  fome  cafes  this  demand  has  ceafed  ; that  is,  it  has  been 
interrupted  by  the  terror  of  refiftance  ; not  by  a refpe<5t  for  the  law  (a  fad  en- 
couragement this  to  difturbance)  but  even  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes  the  claim 
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has  been  preiervecl,  though  the  attempt  has  been  deterred,  and  to  an  endea- 
vour to  preferve  this  claim,  and  to  infert  it  in  the  body  of  the  agreement  with 
the  parilh,  are  we  to  attribute  in  fome  places,  I underftand,  the  defeat  of  com- 
pofition  and  of  concord. 

It  has  been  urged,  the  laAV  would  relieve  in  the  cafe  of  demand  for  tithe  of 
turf;  but  you  have  admitted  the  poverty  of  the  peafant,  and  you  cannot 
deny  the  expence  of  litigation.  Sir,  the  law  has  been  applied,  and  has 
not  relieved. 

I have  authority  from  a perfon,  now  a moft  eminent  judge,  and  fome  years 
ago  a moft  diftinguifhed  lawyer,  to  aftirm  to  this  houfe,  that  he  in  the  courfe 
of  his  profeflion,  did  repeatedly  take  exceptions  to  libels  in  the  Spiritual  Court 
for  tithe  of  turf,  and  that  they  were  uniformly  over-ruled  ; and  I have  the 
fame  authority  to  affirm  to  you,  that  the  Spiritual  Courts  do  maintain  a right 
to  tithe  of  turf,  and  that  in  fo  doing,  they  have  aded,  and  do  a6t  in  grofs 
violation  of  the  law. 

I am  informed  that  tithe  has  been  demanded  for  furze  fpent  on  the  pre- 
mifes  ; and  therefore,  in  circumftances  not  fubjeft  to  tithe,  a demand  oppref- 
five  to  the  poor,  and  repugnant  to  the  law. 

Under  this  head  the  allegation  is,  that  in  fome  of  the  difturbed  pariffies  of 
the  fouth,  tithe  has  been  demanded  and  paid  Avithout  cuftom,  and  againft 
law ; and  that  the  ecclefiaftical  courts  have  allowed  fuch  demands  againft 
laAv;  and  this  Arill  be  verified  on  oath. 

The  exaftions  of  the  tithe-prodor  are  another  inftance  of  illegality  ; he  gets, 
he  exads,  he  extorts  from  the  parifliioners,  in  fome  of  the  difturbed  parilhes 
one,  frequently  two  fhillings  in  the  pound.  The  clergyman's  agent  is  then 
paid  by  the  parilh,  and  paid  extravagantly.  The  landlord’s  agent  is  not  paid 
in  this  manner,  your  tenants  do  not  pay  your  agent  ten  per  cent,  or  five  per 
cent,  or  any  per  centage  at  all.  W hat  right  has  the  clergyman  to  throw  his 
agent  on  his  parilli  ? As  well  might  he  make  them  pay  the  wages  of  his  butler, 
or  his  footman,  or  his  coachman,  or  his  poftillion,  or  his  cook. 

This  demand,  palpably  illegal,  muft  have  commenced  in  bribery  ; an  illegal 
perquifite  growing  out  of  the  abufe  of  power;  a bribe  for  mercy  : as  if  the 
tithe-prodor  were  the  natural  paftoral-protedor  of  the  poverty  of  the  peafant, - 
againft  the  poflible  oppreffions  of  the  law,  and  the  exadions  of  the  gofpel. 
He  Avas  fuppofed  to  take  lefs  than  his  employer  Arould  exact,  or  thelaAv  Avould 
alloAV ; and  Aras  bribed  by  the  fAveat  of  the  poor  for  his  perfidy  and  mercy. 

This 
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This  original  bribe  has  now  become  a flatecl  perquifite  ; and,  inPead  of  being 
payment  for  moderation,  it  is  now  a per  centage  on  rapacity.  The  more  he 
extorts  for  the  parfon,  the  more  he  fliall  get  for  himfelf. 

Are  there  any  decent  clergymen  who  will  defend  fuch  a practice  ? Will  they 
allow  that  the  men  they  employ  are  ruffians,  who  would  cheat  the  parfon,  if 
they  did  not  plunder  the  poor;  and  that  the  clerical  remedy  againft  conni- 
vance, is  to  make  the  poor  pay  a premium  for  the  encreafe  of  that  plunder 
and  exaction,  of  which  they  themfelves  are  the  objects  ? 

I excufe  the  tithe-proctor;  the  law  is  in  fault  which  gives  great  and  fum- 
mary  powers  to  the  indefinite  claims  of  the  church,  and  fufllers  both  to  be 
vefted  in  the  hands,  not  only  of  the  parfon,  but  of  a wretch  who  follows  his 
own  nature,  when  he  converts  authority  into  corruption,  and  law  into 
peculation. 

I have  feen  a catalogue  of  fome  of  their  charges  ; fo  much  for  potatoes ; 
fo  much  for  wheat ; fo  much  for  oats  ; fo  much  for  hay— -all  exorbitant : and 
after  a long  lift  of  unconfcionable  demands  for  the  parfon,  comes  in  a pecu- 
lation for  the  proctor  : two  fiiillings  in  the  pound  for  pro6torage  ; that  is,  for 
making  a charge,  for  Avhofe  excefs  and  extravagance  the  pro6tor  ought  not  to 
have  been  paid,  but  punifiied. 

Thus  peculation  has  now  become  a law;  the  proftor’s  fees,  paid  at  firft,  for 
a low  valuation,  are  now  in  fome  cafes  added  to  a full  one ; and  the  parifii  is 
obliged  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  to  the  pro61;or,  for  the  privilege  of  paying  the  full 
tithe  to  the  parfon. 

Under  this  head  the  allegation  is,  that  the  tithe-proftors  in  certain  parifiies 
of  the  fouth,  do  afk  and  extort  from  the  poor  parilhioners  one  or  two  fiiillings 
in  the  pound  under  the  defcription  of  pro6lorage;  a fee  at  once  illegal  and 
opprelfive ; and  this  they  are  ready  to  verify  at  your  bar. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  an  equity  has  been  always  obferved  in  favor  of  the 
tiller  of  the  foil.  This,  I underftand,  will  be  controverted,  anti  it  will  be 
proved,  that  in  fome  of  the  difturbed  parifiies,  the  demands  of  the  following 
articles  will  be  found  to  pay  tithe  : wheat,  potatoes,  barley,  here,  rye,  flax, 
hemp,  flieep,  lambs,  milch-cows,  turf,  pigs,  apples,  peaches,  bees,  cabbage, 
ozicrs;  in  fome,  oblations,  Eafter-ofterings,  burial-money. 

I underftand  that  evTiy  thing,  of  any  confequence,  which  is  tithed  in  any 
part  of  Ireland,  is  tithed  in  Munfter;  that  potatoes,  which  are  tithed  in  no 
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other  part  of  Ireland,  are  tithed  here  ; ^and  that  each  article  is,  in  moft  of  the 
diftnrbetl  parts,  tithed  higher  thap  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland. 

I underftand  that  it  will  appear,  that  in  fome  parts  of  Kerry,  they  tithe  po- 
tatoes 1/.  wheat  l6.y.  barley  J3^.  oats  12^,  hay  2#. 

In  Kerry  they  do  not  ineafure  by  the  acre,  but  the  fpade.  They  reckon,  as 
I am  informed,  the  breadth  of  their  potatoe-ridge,  or  trench,  to  be  an  Irilh 
perch,  or  ten  feet  and  an  half,  the  length  therefore  when  320  perches  make  an 
acre,  they  meafure  by  the  fpade  length,  which  is  five  feet  and  a half  long ; 
twenty  of  thefe  Irilli  fpades  they  fuppofe  to  contain  eighteen  ftone  of  pota- 
toes, or  what  they  call  two  Kerry  pecks;  and  as  there  are  little  more  than  6 1 
fcore  fpades  in  the  bed  of  320  perches,  that  is,  in  an  acre,  the  whole  quantity 
of  potatoes  is  valued  at  1100,  or  122  Ken  y pecks,  which  averages  at  twenty- 
pence  the  peck,  that  is  20s.  the  acre  for  tithe  of  potatoes. 

In  a parilh  in  the  county  of  Cork,  I underftand,  the  following  demand  was 
made  and  paid ; 

Wheat  8s.  the  Englifii  acre ; barley  the  fame ; meadow  4^.  oats  4s.  pota- 
toes 12^.  pro6tor’s  fees  2s.  2d.  in  the  pound,  and  this  not  for  one  year,  but  a 
fuccelfion.  This,  when  valued  by  the  Irilh  acre,  is  for  wheat  13^.  barley  13^. 
meadow  Qs.  Qd.  oats  6^.  Qd.  potatoes  IQ^. 

This  will  better  appear,  by  Hating  to  you  fome  of  the  proctor’s  bills  for  a 
feries  of  years,  which  I underftand  will  be  proved  at  your  bar. 


In  the  year  1 782. 


1.  s.  d. 


For  113  Englifii  acres  of  meadow 
l6  ditto  barley 
8 ditto  oats 
2 ditto  potatoes 
2s.  proctorage 


21  l6  O 
5 12  0 

1 12  O 

1 4 0 

3 5 0 


In  the  year  1783. 


For  92  Englilh  acres  of  meadow 
18  ditto  oats 


18  0 0 

3 0 0 

2 8 0 

2 12  O 


4 ditto  potatoes 

2s.  in  the  pound  proctorage 


Valuation  for  1784. 


74  acres  of  meadow 
Q ditto  fecond  crop  potatoes 


14  o 0 
4 10  0 


For 


so 
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For  1785. 

/. 

g. 

d 

8 acres  barley  fecond  crop 

2 

i6 

0 

1 ditto  potatoes  fecond  crop 

0 

10 

0 

For  1786, 

- 

3 acres  and  half  potatoes  and  flax 

2 

2 

0 

2 ditto  barlev 
*/ 

0 

l6 

0 

7 ditto  meadow 

1 

1 

0 

10  cows  - - _ 

0 

3 

4 

You  will  obferve  that  thefe  are  all  the  Englifli  acre,  and  make  the  acreable 
ratages  about  what  I have  ftatecl,  in  round  numbers, 

I have  alfo  to  produce  feveral  affidavits  of  different  people,  (peafants  I fup- 
pofe  they  are)  from  the  county  of  Cork.  The  brief  of  which  affidavits  I will 
now  ftate  to  you  : they  depofe,*that  a charge  was  made  of  ten  ffiillings  (Eng- 
liffi  acre  I am  informed)  for  Avheat,  and  ten  for  potatoes,  of  the  worft  kind. 

- That  a charge  was  made  of  twenty  ffiillings  for  an  acre  and  half  of  barley, 
and  that  the  crop  was  a bad  one. 

That  a charge  was  made  and  exacted,  of  fifteen  ffiillings  for  half  an  Engliffi 
acre  of  wheat,  and  half  an  acre  of  oats. 

They  prove  that  the  tithe  has  encreafed  of  late,  in  fome  parts,  from  5 to  8 
or  10  fiiillings  the  Englifii  acre  for  potatoes  ; from  4 to  8 or  10  fliillings  for 
wheat ; and  for  barley,  oats,  and  hay,  in  a fimilar  proportion. 

They  prove  that  the  charges  in  the  ecclefiaftical  courts  have  fwelled  to  ten 
times  the  original  fum. 

They  prove  that  the  tithe  demanded  in  1786,  in  fome  inftances  exceeded 
the  raek-rent  of  the  land  ; they  prove  that  it  is  a pradlice  to  charge  for  more 
acres  than  the  peafant  has  in  tillage ; and  they  produce  the  charge  of  the 
pro6lor,  and  the  return  of  the  furveyor  ; they  prove  that  the  prices  charged 
in  fome  inftances  in  1786,  exceeded  the  value  of  the  tithe. 

They  prove  an  unchriftian  and  uncharitable  exa6tion.  What  credit  is  to 
be  given  to  thefe  affidavits,  you  will  be  the  bell  judge  when  you  go  into  the 
coinmitee  ; but  this  I think,  even  on  the  ftatement  you  can  decide,  that  thefe 
peafants  have  been  oppreffed  by  tithe,  and  however  fondly  and  partially  thefe 
men  may  ftate  their  own  cafe,  yet  it  appears  that  they  have  a cafe  which  you 
ought  to  confider,  and  that  there  has  not  been  that  moderation  on  the  part  of 
parfoii  and  proctor,  as  by  the  former  is  fo  confidently  alleged. 


I underhand 


APPENDIX. 


31 


I underftand  in  the  courfe  of  your  enquiry  it  will  appear,  that  a living  has 
been  lately  and  rapidly  raifed  from  6o/.  to  300/.  by  the  new  incumbent ; that 
a farm  from  12/.  a year  tithe,  has  been  raifed  to  6o/. ; that  a living  in  thefe 
dffturbed  parts  from  130/.  has  been  in  the  fame  manner  and  expedition  raifed 
to  340/. ; that  another  living  in  thefe  dillurbed  parts,  in  the  fame  manner,  has 
been  raifed  from  300/.  to  lOOO/. 

I underftand  it  will  appear  to  you,  that  14/.  have  been  demanded  and  paid 
for  1 1 acres,  the  rent  of  which  was  only  11/.  11a-.;  that  flax  has  been  in  fome 
of  thofe  diflurbed  parts  rated  exorbitantly  ; that  rape  has  been  rated  at  one 
guinea  an  acre  ; nay  one  return  goes  fo  far  as  to  fay,  l6/.  were  demanded  for 
four  acres  of  rape.  Thefe  particulars  you  will  judge  of,  when  you  open  your 
committee,  how  far  they  may  be  exaggerations,  how  far  they  may  be  grie- 
vances, after  every  allowance  for  fanguine  flatement  on  the  part  of  the  huf- 
bandman. 

But  there  are  fome  returns,  which  cannot  be  exaggerations,  and  which  are 
exorbitant : they  are  the  returns  of  the  proper  officer  appointed  by  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  to  try  petitions  under  the  compenfatioii  aft. 


From  Limerick  there  are  fiv^e;  one  is 


Flax  - 

from  10a.  to 

Oa. 

Meadow  - from 

2a. 

3d 

to 

3a. 

Potatoes 

- - - 8 — 

10 

Sheep  - - - 

0 

4 

— 

0 

Wheat 

- - - 6 — 

0 

Lambs  - - - 

0 

3 

— 

0 

Barley 

- - - 6 — 

0 

Cows  - - - 

0 

2 

— 

0 

Oats  - 

- - 4 — 

5 

Receivers  fees 

2 

2 

— 

0 

Proved  to  have  been  conftantly  paid. 

November  5th,  1787 — Average  valuation  allowed. 

Flax 

12a. 

Od 

Oats  - - - 

- 

4 a. 

Od 

Potatoes 

- - - ' - 10 

0 

Meadow 

- 

2 

10 

Rye-  - 

- - - - 6 

0 

) s 

Cows,  4d  each. 

Oftober  3lft,  1787 — Average  valuation  allowed. 

Potatoes 

- ■ - - 10a. 

Od 

Oats  - - - 

- 

5a. 

od 

Wheat 

- 10 

0 

INIeadow 

. 

3 

0 

SS 

Cows,  3d  each. 


6 L 


VoL.  11. 


December 
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Wheat 

Potatoes 

Barley 


December  19th,  1787 — Average  valuation  allowed. 

9^.  Od.  Oats  - - - - As. 

8 O Meadow  . _ - 2 

- - - - 7 6 

Sheep,  Ad.  Cows,  ‘id.  each. 


OdloberlSth,  1787 — Valuation  per 
Potatoes  - - - - 12^.  Od. 

Flax  - - - - 12  O 

Rape  - - - - 12  o 

Wheat  - - - - 10  O 

Cows,  3d.  Sheep  an( 


report  made  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
Barley  - - - - 10^. 

Oats  - - - - 6 of^ 

> P 

INIeadow  - - -6  0 I Q 

3 ^ 

I Lambs  together,  3d. 


I fhall  now  read  you  the  return  from  Cork,  from  the  proper  officer  ap- 
pointed to  try  petitions.  The  return  confifts  of  different  acreable  ratages. 
The  acre,  I am  told,  in  that  country,  is  the  Englilh  acre : if  fo  the  ratages  are 
as  follow: 


Potatoes. 

E.  Acre.  Ir.  Acre. 

Wheat. 

E.  Acre.  Ir.  Acre. 

Barley. 

E.  Acre.  Ir.  Acre. 

Oats. 

E.  Acre.  Ir.  Acre. 

Meadow. 

E.  Acre.  Ir.  Acre. 

S. 

s. 

d. 

S. 

s. 

d. 

S. 

s. 

d. 

S. 

s. 

d. 

S. 

s.  d. 

5 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

6 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

7 

11 

4 

6 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

4 

0 

0 0 

8 

13 

0 

7 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

10 

2 

3 3 

9 

14 

0 

8 

13 

0 

5 

8 

1 

4 

6 

6 

3 

4 10 

10 

16 

0 

10 

16 

0 

6 

9 

9 

5 

0 

8 

4 

6 6 

I believe  there  is  no  man  who  hears  thefe  charges,  that  will  not  pronounce 
fome  of  them  exorbitant,  unconfcionable,  and  totally  different  from  thofe 
which  the  advocates  for  tithe  have  ventured  publicly  to  acknowledge  or  de- 
fend. I believe  no  man  who  hears  thefe  ratages,  that  will  not  fay,  that  fome 
of  them  preclude  the  idea  of  any  equity  in  favor  of  the  tiller  of  the  foil,  and 
that  the  perfon  Avho  makes  fuch  a demand  means  to  exadt  the  laft  penny  of 
his  claim,  and  if  he  talks  of  moderation  is  a hypocrite. 

As  to  potatoes,  the  clergyman  ought  not  to  proceed  with  reference  to  the 
produce,  but  the  price  of  labour : in  the  parts  of  which  I have  been  fpeaking, 
the  price  of  labour  is  not  more  than  5d.  a day  the  year  round;  that  is,  61.  4^. 
the  year;  fuppofmg  the  labourer  to  work  every  day  but  Sunday,  making  an 
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allowance  for  ficknefs,  broken  weather,  and  holidays,  you  lliould  ftrike  ofl' 
more  than  a fixth  : he  has  not  in  fa6l  then  more  than  5/.  a year  by  his  labour; 
his  family  average  above  five  perfons,  nearer  fix,  of  whom  the  wife  may  make 
fomething  by  fpinning  (in  thefe  parts  of  the  country  there  are  confiderable 
manufactories).  Five  pounds  a year,  with  the  wife's  fmall  earnings,  is  the 
capital  to  fupport  fuch  a family,  and  pay  rent  and  hearth-money,  and  in  fome 
cafes  of  illegal  exaftion,  fmoke-money  to  the  parfon.  When  a gentleman  of 
the  church  of  Ireland  comes  to  a peafant  fo  circumftanced,  and  demands  12 
or  an  acre  for  tithe  of  potatoes— he  demands  a child’s  provifion— he 
exacts  contribution  from  a pauper— he  gleans  from  wretchednefs— he  leafes 
from  penury— he  fattens  on  hunger,  raggednefs,  and  deftitution.  In  vain 
fliall  he  hate  to  fuch  a man,  the  prodlor’s  valuation,  and  inform  him,  that  an 
acre  of  potatoes,  well  tilled,  and  in  good  ground,  lliould  produce  fo  many 
barrels;  that  each  barrel  at  the  market  price  is  worth  fo  many  Ihillings,  which 
after  allowing  for  digging,  tithes  at  fo  much. 

The  peafant  may  anfwer  this  reafoning  by  the  Bible  : he  may  fet  up  againfi 
the  tithe-proctor's  valuation  the  New  Teftament;  the  precepts  of  Chrift 
againft  the  clergyman’s  arithmetic;  the  parfon 's  fpiritual  profeffions  againft 
his  temporal  exadions,  and  in  the  argument,  the  peafant  would  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  parfon.  It  is  an  odious  conteft  between  poverty  and  luxury — 
between  the  ftruggles  of  a pauper  and  the  luxury  of  a prieft. 

Such  a man,  making  fuch  a demand,  may  have  many  good  qualities;  may 
be  a good  theologian;  an  excellent  controvcrfialift;  deeply  read  in  church 
hiftory ; very  accurate  in  the  value  of  church  benefices ; an  excellent  high 
prieft-— but  no  Chriftian  paftor.  He  is  not  the  idea  of  a Chriftian  minifter; 
the  White-boy  is  the  leaftof  his  foes;  his  great  enemy  is  the  precept  of  the 
gofpel  and  the  example  of  the  apoftles. 

M'ith  refpect  to  the  rudiments  of  manufaclure,  you  ought  not  to  proceed 
according  either  to  the  produce  or  to  the  price  of  labour ; you  lliould  obferve 
an  equity  in  favor  of  the  manufadurer.  When  12^,  an  acre  are  demanded 
for  flax,  the  tithe  is  fatal  to  the  progrefs  of  the  linen  trade  in  the  fouth ; and 
the  great  word  increafeand  multiply  meets  obftrudion  in  this  inftance,  from 
fome  of  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  or  thofe  employed  Ire  them,  preventing 
the  growth  of  manufadure  and  population,  by  the  excefs  of  demand  and  the 
love  of  riches.  England  eftabliflied  a modus  for  flax,  a modus  of  5s.  an  acre, 
and  yet  the  linen  manufadure  is  not  the  ftaple  of  England,  but  was  given  up 
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by  England  to  be  the  ftaple  of  Ireland.  The  parliament  of  England  eftablifhes 
there  a modus  of  5s.  an  acre  for  your  ftaple,  and  feme  of  your  clergy  here 
demand  for  it  12.y.  an  acre. 

Under  the  head  of  excefs  the  following  allegation  is  fubmitted  to  your  con- 
fideration  ; that  in  certain  pariflies  of  the  fouth  die  charge  for  tithe  has  been 
unconfcionable,  and  has  not  obferved  any  equity  in  favor  of  the  hufbandman, 
the  poor,  or  the  manufafturer. 

But  the  law  A^ould  relieve  ; turn  to  the  ecclefiaftical  courts— the  judge  is  a 
clergyman,  or  appointed  by  a clergyman,  and  of  courfe  is  a party  judge ; and 
though  in  fome  cafes  his  perfonal  re6litude  may  corre6l  his  htuation,  and 
prevent  him  from  being  a partial,  yet,  from  the  confhtution  of  his  court,  he 
is  a party  judge.  The  ecclefiaftical  courts  in  England  maintained  gravel  and 
ftone  to  be  titheable  ; as  fome  of  ours  have  maintained  turf  to  be  titheable. 
Lord  Holt  faid,  they  made  every  thing  titheable;  but,  fays  he,  I do  not  re- 
gard that;  the  pope,  from  whom  our  clergy  derive  their  claim,  though  they 
depart  from  its  alleged  application,  fubje6led  to  tithe  the  gains  of  the  mer- 
chant, and  the  pay  of  the  army:  the  canons  went  farther,  and  held  the  tithe 
of  fornication  and  adultery  to  be  the  undoubted  property  of  the  church. 
We  are  now  too  enlightened  to  liften  to  claims  carried  to  fo  very  great  an 
extent,  and  ecclefiaftical  courts  are  lefs  extravagant  now;  but  ftill,  the  prin- 
ciple continues,  the  bias  continues— ftill  they  are  party  courts;  the  evidence, 
like  the  judge,  is  a party;  he  is  worfe,  he  is  frequently  the  fervant  of  the 
party,  and  the  nature  of  his  evidence  is  the  heft  calculated  to  give  every 
latitude  to  partiality  and  corruption  : he  generally  views  the  crop,  when  the 
crop  is  ripe,  or  when  the  ground  is  red  ; in  the  firft  cafe,  he  cannot,  with  any 
great  accuracy,  afeertain  the  quantum  of  produce,  and  in  the  laft  cafe,  he 
cannot,  with  any  accuracy  at  all;  and  yet,  without  furvey,  without  meafure, 
and  in  fome  cafes,  without  infpection  of  the  crop,  hear  him  fwearing  before  a 
party  judge,  to  the  quantum  of  ground  and  produce. 

I have  felected  fome  cafes  from  the  Vicar's  Court  of  Cafliel.  I will  read 
them,  and  on  fome  of  them  will  make  fnch  obfervations  as  occur  to  me.  I 
will  beghi  with  the  year  1766,  to  prove  the  prefent  mode  and  meafure  to  be 
encroachment. 

1766.  • 

Seymoin'  againft  BwtVte.— Subtracted  two-thirds  of  two  acres  of  here,  two 
acres  of  oats,  five  acres  of  oats  and  one  acre  and  an  half  of  potatoes,  and 
three  acres  of  meadoAving,  parifli  of  Ballybrood,  and  county  of  Limerick, 
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valued  at  1/.  12^.  it  was  proved,  that  all  the  tithes  of  the  faid  paridi  belonged 
to  promovent,  and  that  two-thirds  of  the  tithes  were  fubtracted  by  the  im- 
pugnant. 

Hanley  againft  Kyan  and  others.— Seven  lambs  and  forty-two  flieep,  8s.  'Id. 
— one  acre  of  oats  and  potatoes,  3s.— half  an  acre  of  oats,  is.  ^d. — feven  acres 
of  meadow,  at  Is.  Qd.  per  acre,  10s.  Qd. 

1767. -— They  had  two  acres  of  potatoes,  lOs.— two  acres  of  new  potatoes, 
12s.— three  roods  of  oats,  2s.  3</.— fix  acres  of  meadow,  at  Is.  Qd.  an  acre— 
forty-one  fheep,  and  twelve  lambs,  at  Id.  a piece,  8s.  \0d. 

1768. — They  had  four  acres  of  potatoes,  1/.-— half  an  acre  of  new  potatoes, 
3s. — fix  acres  of  meadow,  Qs. 

September  1,  1769 — Knockgralfon. 

The  Reverend  Nicholas  Herbert  againft  ParA'cr.— Eight  acres  of  wheat, 
at  5s.  an  acre. 

Mqffey  againft  Smithxvick.—Odit%  one  acre  and  an  half,  6s.  on  the  lands  of 
Ballynagrana,  in  the  parifii  of  Emly. 

Morgan  againft  Fitzpatrick. — Bally darrid,  diocefe  of  Cafliel.  One  acre  and 
an  half  of  here,  7s.  6^/.— two  acres  of  meadow,  at  2s.  Qd.  each,  5s.— three 
acres  of  oats,  at  2s.  Qd.  each,.7-y.  ^d. 

February  16,  1771. 

TioRor  Jercais  againft  the  TJ/omyej/’s.— Half  an  acre  of  potatoes,  4s.— one 
acre  and  a half  of  wheat,  12s.— fix  acres  of  meadow,  I8s.— -two  acres  of  oats, 
8s. — one  acre  of  wheat  and  fome  potatoes,  8s.— one  acre  of  wheat  and  fome 
potatoes,  6s.— -one  acre  of  wheat  and  fome  potatoes,  8s.— half  an  acre  of  po- 
tatoes and  oats,  3s.— half  an  acre  of  wheat,  4s.— half  an  acre  of  potatoes,  4s. 
— one  acre  of  oats  and  potatoes,  6s. 

Cooper  againft  GUJfan.—One  acre  of  oats,  3s.  6r/.— one  acre  of  here,  5s. — 
two  acres  of  wheat,  10s. ---two  acres  of  rape,  I4s. 

February  8,  1772. 

Z/oj/r/ againft  //own owi.— Subtracted  in  1770,  an  orchard,  on  the  lands  of 
Grange,  in  the  parilh  of  Cahirconlifii,  two-thirds  of  the  tithes,  1/.  6s.  Qd.  and 
on  the  lands  of  Knockcen,  another  orchard,  two-thirds  of  the  tithes  of  Avhich, 
16s.  Qd. 

//w«/e^  againft /Sh/Zier.— Thirty  acres  of  meadow,  at  Is.  l/.  an  acre- 
twelve  acres  of  meadow,  at  Is.  6/.  an  acre— Decreed,  with  6s.  8/.  coft.  Note, 
the  lands  in  the  Union  of  Toom. 
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January  23,  1773. 

Blake  againft  Bryan.— in  the  parifli  of  Thurles,  impugnant,  in  1771 
fubtra6lecl  two  one-half  acres  of  potatoes,  at  7s.  6d— one  acre  of  barley,  at 
5^.— -eighteen  acres  of  meadow,  at  3^. — And  in  1772  he  fubtraded  feven  one- 
half  acres,  at  85,— four  one-half  acres  of  here,  at7<s-— four  one-half  acres  of 
barley,  at  55.— eight  acres  of  oats,  at  55.— twelve  acres  of  meadow,  at  35. 

January  8,  1774. 

Moore  againft  feveral  Pe/;/o7?5.-— Barley,  65.  Qd.  an  acre“-wheat,  75.— 
meadow,  25.  6f/.— potatoes,  85.— in  the  parilli  of  Emly. 

Rial  zgdimii  feoey'al perfons. — Five  one-half  acres  of  potatoes,  1/.  135.--- 
two  acres  of  oats,  85.---one  one-half  acre  of  meadow,  65.— -one  acre  of  rape, 
85.— Killenaule,  decreed  with  Q>d.  coft  in  each. 

Cooper  againft  GliJJan.-—'QQVQ,  5s.  an  acre — oats,  45.  an  acre— oats,  35.  Qd. 
an  acre— wheat,  5s.  Deanefgrove,  in  the  parilli  of  the  Rocks. 

Herbert  againft  -Wheat  85.  an  acre— oats,  35.  62/.— here  and 

flax,  65.— -potatoes,  85.  Knockgraftbn  parilh. 

February  2,  1775. 

Lochi'ood  againft  J/oc/i/e?'.— Barley,  5s.  an  acre— oats,  35.  62/. —here,  one 
one-fourth  acre,  65.  3d.  Ardmayle  parilli. 

Lockwood  againft  Meagher.— Btxe,  5s.  an  acre— oats,  35.  6i/. ---wheat,  65. 
Ardmayle  parifli. 

January  20,  1778. 

Cooper  againft  C27W72/;?g/24'772.— -Thurlelbegg,  the  parilli  of  the  Rocks,  oats, 
35.  Qd.  an  acre-— barley,  55. ---rape,  85. 

1780. 

Riall  againft  P/‘ee/2j/.---Ballingarry  parilh,  iv’heat,  5s.  an  acre— potatoes, 
25.-— oats,  102/.— fubtraded  in  1777- 

Tierney  againft  Cleary  and  others. ---Parifli  of  Tennor,  potatoes,  65.  an  acre 
-—wheat,  7>^'-— here,  65. ---oats,  45. 

Shaw  againft  Carro//.— Ballyflieehan  parifli,  two- thirds  of  the  tithes;  two 
hundred  and  fixty-five  barrels  of  potatoes,  growing  on  four  one-half  acres, 
at  35.  Qd.  a barrel,  3/.  15.  3r/.— forty-two  barrels  of  wheat,  on  feven  acres, 
2/.  155.-— lixty-four  barrels  of  here  on  four  acres,  1 1.  IO5.  3f/.-— in  all,  7I.  6s.  Qd. 
Avith  1/.  coft. 

Hare  againft  Two  hundred  and  fixty-five  barrels  of  potatoes,  one- 

third 
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third  of  the  tithes  thereof,  1/.  g.y.  forty-two  barrels,  one-third  of  the 

tithes  thereof,  \l.  8^,  2r/.— lixty-four  barrels  of  here,  one-third  of  the  tithes 
thereof,  13^.  Decree,  with  1/.  coft. 

Same  againft  Hlary  Two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty  bar- 

rels of  potatoes^  one-half  of  the  tithe  of  which,  22/.  15.  5^/.— here,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  barrels,  one-half  of  the  tithe  of  which,  2/.  6^.  Ad.— 
oats,  one  hundred  and  forty-three  barrels,  one-half  of  the  tithe  of  which, 
2/.  3<s.  8</.-— flax,  one-half  of  the  tithe  of  which,  55.---hay,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  tons,  one-half  of  the  tithe  of  which,  6/.  5^.— -in  all,  33/.  U.  Ad. 
The  archbilhop  took  time  to  confider. 

July  l6,  1780. 

Same  againft  Mary  Strang. — Nave  for  the  iinpugnant  prayed  to  be  let  into 
the  merits,  but  his  grace  over-ruled  him.-— Nave  then  tendered  10/.  As.  gd.  as 
a compenfation,  'which  the  promovent  refufed.— Griffith  prayed  fentence, 
v.diich  was  decreed  by  his  grace  for  33/.  Ad.  with  1/.  8d.  coils. 

Auguil  12,  1782. 

Majfey  againft  IMeadow,  five  acres,  l/.  and  l/.  6s.  8d.  coil. 

06lober  7,  1782. 

Shaze  againft  J/a/iony .—Ordered  that  Gilbert  Meara,  the  proclor  of  Ciefar 
Sutton,  be  injoined  from  colle6ling  or  demanding  tithes  from  any  of  the 
pariiliioners  of  Ballyllieehan,  which  are  claimed  by  faid  Sutton. 

Hare  againft  Sti'ang.—Oeeree,  that  the  appeal  is  deferted  in  pain,  and  that 
a monition  fiiall  iifue  for  33/.  1^.  Ad.  purfuant  to  the  rule  of  the  l6th  July,l781. 

March  10,  1783. 

Lloyd  againft  Hoops— 6o  acres  of  meadow,  producing  240  tons,  valued 
l6/.— 10  acres,  40  tons,  2/.  13^  Ad.—60A8  ftone  of  potatoes,  at  \d.  perftone 
—the  tithe  in  all  2/.  10^.  Ad.  and  ]/.  6.?.  8d.  coft. 

Ryan  againft  Madden— Decree  for  4^.  6d.  for  the  tithe  of  two  acres  of 
meadow,  and  l/.  6^.  8d.  coft. 

Moore  againft  Rat.  Moroney—\  acre  potatoes,  producing  6o  barrels,  at 
9^.  gd.  per  barrel,  that  is  'll.  185.  6d.  per  acre— 4 acres  of  meadow,  at  two  one- 
half  tons  per  acre  at  1 /.  a ton. 

June,  1785. 

Ryan  againft  Greene-— A acres  and  three-fourths  potatoes,  at  64  barrels, 

containing 
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containing  4256  ftone,  the  tithe  425  ftone  at  Ad.  per  ftone,  amount  to 
5/.  6^.  3<5?.— flax  2 acres  and  one-halt',  l6o  ftone,  the  tithe,  l6  ftone  at  As. 
31.  As.  Od.—oats,  A acres  and  one-quarter,  containing-  232  ftone,  the  tithe  43 
ftone  at  6r/.  per  ftone,  l/.  ]^.  meadow  ten  acres,  30  tons,  the  tithe  3 tons, 
at  2 guineas  per  acre,  61.  6d.  in  all  ]6/.  8s.  3d. 

Parhh  of  Ballingarry,  June  20,  1784. 

Frejton  againft  Clifford — In  1783,  4iO  ftone  of  potatoes,  tithe  at  3d.  per 
ftone,  amount  to  10^.  6^/.-— oats  48  ftone,  tithe  at  gd.  per  ftone,  3.s.  A\d.— 
barley,  IQO  ftone,  tithe  at  8d.  per  ftone,  135.— hay,  10  tons,  tithe  whereof  1 
ton,  2/.  35.  Ad.  Decree,  and  1 1.  65.  8d.  coft. 

July  26,  ]’784. 

JValJh  againft  Fanning— Vzriih  Kilcooly,  in  1783,  had  two-one-half  ton,  at 
205.  per,  the  tithe  5 cwt.  value  55.— -potatoes,  100  barrels  at  35.  per,  the 
tithe  1/.  105.-— oats  5 barrels,  tithe  half  barrel,  value  35.  6t/.  in  all  l/.  I85.  6d. 
Decree,  and  l/.  6s.  8d.  coft. 

It  appears  from  one  of  thefe  decrees,  that  in  the  year  1780,  a demand  is 
brought  for  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  barrels  of  potatoes,  as  two-thirds  of 
the  tithe  of  the  parifli  of  Ballyflieegan.  By  what  learned  procefs  the  proftor 
or  evidence  can  prove  this  precife  value,  or  whether  he  has  meafured  the  crop, 
I cannot  fay,  but  I moft  ftrongly  fufpe6l  the  contrary  ; and  then  his  valuation 
is  a falfe  and  arbitrary  accuracy,  and  his  fub-divifion  of  the  crop  is  a trick  to 
increafe  the  charge.  The  minutenefs  of  charge  is  the  multiplication  of 
oppreflion.  Do  not  imagine  that  the  proprietor  of  tithe  cannot  proceed  other- 
wife  than  by  this  fpecies  of  minute  valuation,  for  I have  read  you  the  report 
of  fuits  brought  in  a different  manner,  to^  which  I beg  you  may  advert. 
This  method  appears  from  the  report,  an  innovation  ; it  is  tithing  by  mouth- 
fuls. 

It  appears  from  this  decree,  that  thefe  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  barrels  of 
potatoes,  were  the  produce  of  four  acres  and  an  half ; the  charge  appears  to 
be  Al.  3s.  gd.  that  is  near  1 1.  the  acre  for  potatoes ; the  cafe  goes  on  and 
charges  for  forty-two  barrels  of  wheat,  (not  meafured,  I apprehend)  Al.  As.  6d. 
value  205.  the  barrel,  and  as  this  appears  to  arife  from  feven  acres,  the  charge 
is  125.  the  acre  ; to  this  is  added,  205.  coft. 

The  cafe  that  follows  this,  is  a demand  brought  for  one-third  of  the  tithe, 
and  proceeds  exadtly  on  the  fame  principles  of  crafty  minutenefs,  falfe  accu- 
racy, and  real  oppreflion. 
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In  thefe  cafes  you  will  recolle6l,  that  there  fliould  ever  be  made  a difference 
between  the  field  priee  and  market  price  : the  field  price  is  what  the  crop  is 
worth  at  the  time,  and  in  the  fiate  in  which  the  parfon's  right  accrues ; and 
the  market  price  is  that  to  which  the  parfon  has  no  right.  Thefe  diftindlions 
do  not  feem  always  to  have  been  religioufly  adhered  to  by  thefe  clerical 
judges. 

The  next  cafe  I fiiall  obferve  on  is,  a demand  brought  for  two  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  potatoes,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
barrels  of  here,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  barrels  of  oats.  On  what 
evidence?  Who  was  the  laborious  indefatigable  man  who  went  through  the 
long  procefs  of  meafuring  and  sveighing  this  ponderous  and  bulky  produce  ? 
This  is  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Strang,  and  the  refult  of  this  charge  is,  a decree  for 
S3/.  14^.  and  1/.  6s.  8d.  coft.  There  is  no  neceffity  for  knowledge  of  fact  to 
fupport  fuch  a demand ; the  evidence  does  it  by  his  power  of  guefling,  by  his 
craft,  his  fagacity ; which,  it  feems,  before  fuch  a tribunal,  is  fatisfa6tory. 
You  think  this  meafure  by  the  barrel  a criminal  ingenuity  ; but  they  carry  it 
much  farther,  they  fwear  to  the  (tone.  I have  read  you  a fuit  brought  for  fix 
thoufand  and  forty-eight  ttone  of  potatoes ; but  there  is  a cafe  which  fums 
up  all  the  principles  which  I have  ftated  and  objedled  to;  it  is  the  cafe  of  Ryan 
againft  Greene.  In  this  four  acres  and  a quarter  of  potatoes  are  alleged  to 
have  contained  four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-fix  fione,  and  are  tithed 
at  5/.  6s.  3d.  which  is  above  one  guinea  an  acre  for  potatoes  ; two  acres  and  a 
half  of  flax  are  alleged  to  contain  one  hundred  and  fixty  ftone,  and  are 
charged  above  3l.  4.?.  above  a guinea  an  acre  for  flax;  four  acres  and  a quar- 
ter of  oats,  alleged  to  contain  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  ftone,  are  charged 
1/.  l.y.  6d.  about  5.?.  the  acre ; ten  acres  of  meadow,  alleged  to  contain  thirty 
ton,  are  charged  at  6/.  6s.  6d.  that  is  above  I2s.  the  acre  meadow  ; the  decree 
went  for  the  fum  charged,  iS/.  8^.  3d.  and  the  coft  l/.  6s.  8d.  An  obfervation 
which  aggravates  even  this  cafe,  will  occur,  when  I tell  you  this  charge  was 
made  in  a year  of  famine— the  famine  of  1 783,  when  an  embargo  was  laid  on 
your  exports,  and  the  people  nouriflied  by  contribution.  There  is  another 
aggravation  even  to  this ; they  charge  a famine  price,  and  calculate  a plenty 
produce,  and  avail  themfelves  of  both. 

There  is  another  cafe  of  fcarcity,  where  a fuite  is  brouglit  for  four  hundred 
and  thirty  ftone  of  potatoes,  valued  at  3d.  per  ftone,  a price  of  fcarcity ; for 
forty-eight  ftone  of  oats,  a price  of  fcarcity;  and  for  ten  tons  of  hay,  valued 
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at  2/.  3s.  Ad.  file  ton,  a price  of  fcarcity,  decreed  with  1/.  6s.  6d.  cofts.  Another 
cafe  of  fcarcity— where  a demand  is  made  for  fix  hundred  and  thirty  ftone  of 
potatoes,  valued  at  3d.  per  ftone,  a price  of  fcardty  ; ninet^'-fix  ftone  of  oats, 
valued  at  gd.  per  ftone,  a price  of  fcarcity ; eleven  tons  of  hay,  at  2/.  3^.  gd. 
the  ton— total  tithe,  3/.  decreed  with  ]/.  6s.  8d.  cofts;  and  thefe  feem  to 
be  the  cafe  of  poor  peafants,  who  have  but  fix  hundred  or  four  hundred  ftone 
of  potatoes,  valued  at  3(/.  a ftone,  in  a hard  year,  in  the  famine  of  1/83,  de- 
creed with  the  aggravation  of  the  higheft  cofts  the  laiv  ivould  allow. 

But  there  is  a cafe  of  a moft  extraordinary  appearance— a cafe  which  riles  on 
famine.  I do  not  fee  that  any  decree  was  made  upon  it ; one  acre  of  potatoes 
is  alleged  to  contain  fixty  barrels  of  potatoes,  and  each  barrel  is  valued  at 
9^.  gf/.— that  is  2/.  I86r.  6d.  tithe  for  the  acre  of  potatoes. 

With  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  condu6l  of  a clergyman,  who  in  rating 
his  pariftiioners,  takes  advantage  of  a famine,  and  brings  up  as  it  were  the  rear 
of  divine  vengeance,  and  becomes  in  his  own  perfon,  the  laft  great  fcourge  of 
the  hulbandman— with  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  condu6l  of  a clergyman, 
who  not  only  takes  the  advantage  of  famine,  but  joins  a famine  price  to  a 
plenty  produce,  and  b}"  one  and  the  fame  aft  punifties  human  induftry,  and 
aggravates  phylical  misfortune— as  to  the  legality  of  fuch  a conduft,  I ftiall 
lay  nothing— it  may  be  perfectly  conliltent  Avith  his  temporal  claims,  but 
blafts  his  fpiritual  pretenlions — for  ever. 

After  thefe  oppreflions,  the  moft  grievous  kind  of  oppreflions— -oppreflions 
by  judgment  of  law,  you  Avould  hardly  liften  to  the  minor  grievance  where 
the  decree  ftiall  be  for  l/.  and  the  cofts  l/.  6s.  8d. — Avhere  the  decree  ftiall  be 
for  4s.  and  cofts  l/.  6.9.  8d.  There  are  feveral  of  this  kind— -but  this  would 
feem  the  mercy  of  the  court  admoniftiing  the  pcafantry  never  to  appear  again 
before  fuch  a tribunal. 

From  thefe  inftances  I may  infer,  that  the  peafantry  mult  look  for  redrefs 
to  parliament,  and  will  not  find  it  in  the  fpiritual  courts,  which,  from  their 
diftance,  from  the  uncertainty  of  their  fefiion,  from  their  conftitution,  and 
from  their  judgments,  muft  rather  give  the  tithe-farmer  a confidence  in  extor- 
tion, than  the  hulbandman  a confidence  in  the  law.  From  thefe  inftances,  I 
think  I have  proved,  that  there  has  exifted  fuch  a thing  as  excefs  of  demand-— 
excefs  of  demand  without  remedy  ; and  this  excefs  Avould  be  better  under- 
ftood,  if  you  compare  the  ratages  of  the  South  Avith  thofe  of  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 
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Here  Mr.  Grattan  obferved,  that  two  material  differences  exifted  : firft, 
that  potatoes  were  tithed  no  where  but  in  the  South  ; fecondly,  tliat  the  other 
articles  of  tillage  were  tithed  no  whei-e  fo  high  as  in  the  South ; that  there 
were  fome  few  pariflies,  ’tis  true,  in  the  North,  and  fome  parts  of  counties  that 
bordered  on  IMunfter,  M'here  potatoes  -were  tithed ; but  that  the  inftances 
were  few,  and  the  exception  proved  the  rule. 

That  the  other  articles  of  tillage  were  not  tithed  fo  high  in  other  places, 
after  making  every  allowance  for  difference  of  foil. 

Here  j\Ir.  Grattan  ftated  the  ratages  which  were  ufual  in  the  other  pro- 
vinces, and  which  v^re  much  lefs  than  thofe  exacted  in  the  South,  vdiich,  he 
faid,  appeared  to  be  the  region  of  poverty,  exaction,  and  tumult,  and  that  the 
tumult  teemed  commenfurate  with  the  exaction,  which,  he  faid,  fell  particu- 
larly heavy  on  thofe  Avho  Avere  the  leaft  able  to  pay.  He  fheAved,  tliat  in  the 
other  provinces,  that  not  only  the  tithe  on  tillage  Avas  lefs,  but  that  there  Avere 
certain  moduffes  in  fome  of  their  counties  for  articles  Avhich,  in  the  South, 
Avas  heavily  tithed-— Thus,  in  the  North,  there  Avas  a modus  for  flax  fix-pence, 
be  the  quantity  ever  fo  great.  That,  in  part  of  Connaught  there  Avas  a mo- 
dus for  hay,  fix-pence  per  farm,  be  the  quantity  ever  fo  great.  That,  confi- 
dering  the  exemption  of  potatoes,  thefe  moduffes,  and  the  ratages  on  tillage 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  two  obfervations  muft  arife,  ift,  either  that 
the  clergy  Avere  greatly  cheated  in  the  three  parts  of  Ireland,  or  that  the 
people  Avere  greatly  opprefled  in  the  South;  2dly,  that  you  muft  raife  the 
ratages  of  the  clergy  in  Ulfter,  Connaught,  and  Leinfter,  or  you  muft  noAV 
check  them  in  jMunfter.  Are  you  prepared  for  the  former  of  thofe  eA^ents? 
Are  you  prepared  in  Connaught  and  Ulfter  to  pay  12,s.  or  14y.  for  potatoes 
and  12.y.  the  acre  for  flax  ? Are  you  prepared  in  Ulfter  for  the  Compenfation- 
bill,  and  the  Magiftracy-bill,  Avdiich  muft  accompany  and  enforce  fuch  efforts 
to  introduce  among  you  thofe  exa6lions  Avhich  opprefs  Munfter  ? It  is  true, 
the  North  is  teized  in  fome  counties,  by  fmall-dues,  Avhich  it  is  a part  of  my 
fcheme  to  put  an  end  to,  and  make  a compenfation  to  the  clergy. 

The  ratages  of  the  South  Avill  be  ftill  better  underftood  by  comparing  them 
Avith  her  own  ratages  at  a former  period — that  from  every  information  he 
could  collect,  they  had  greatly  increafed.  This  Avill  be  a A’ery  proper  fubjecT 
for  your  committee. 

That  he  had  affidavits  to  produce  ftating  the  encreafe,  Avhich  Avas  rapid  and 
exhorbitant,  bearing  no  proportion  Avhatfoever  to  the  general  increafe  in  the 
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value  of  things.  That  thefe  affidavits  feemed  warranted  by  current  teftlmony 
of  public  opinion,  and  particularly  by  extradls  from  the  decrees  of  the 
Vicar’s  Court,  where  it  appeared,  not  from  one  decree,  but  a courfe  of 
decrees,  that  the  acreable  ratages  of  late  had  greatly  encreafed. 

Here  he  read  fomeof  the  decrees  before  referred  to.  That  it  had  been  faid, 
that  in  the  diocefe  of  Cork  and  Ilofs,  the  ratages  had  not  encreafed  thefe  laft 
thirty  years.  That  he  was  willing  to  reft  the  cafe  on  that  principle,  and  if  the 
ratages  in  the  South  had  not  within  thofe  laft  thirty  years  greatly  encreafed, 
he  was  willing  to  give  up  the  queftion  ; and  he  defired  a committee  to  invefti- 
gate  and  determine  that  important  point.  That  this  encroachment,  on  which 
lie  infifted,  was  the  more  inexcufable,  Avhen  we  conlidered  the  great  increafe 
of  tillage  in  the  South,  which  of  itfelf  would  have  encreafed  the  incomes  of 
the  clergy,  even  though  they  had  diminiftied  their  ratages ; the  caufes  of  the 
increafe  of  tillage  make  the  encreafe  of  ratage  improper  as  well  as  unnecef- 
fary ; becaufe  they  are  in  fome  degree  artificial ; the  bounty  on  corn  is  an 
artificial  caufe.  That  bounty  fiiould  not  be  tithed.  The  efifedt  of  that  bounty 
has  not  been  prevented ; but  the  full  operation  of  it  has  been  checked  by 
exceffive  tithe,  and  has  been  interrupted  by  tumult,  the  companion  of  thefe 
exceffive  demands,  fo  that  the  excefs  of  tithe  re-a6ls  on  the  premium,  and 
makes  it  doubtful  whether  the  plough  ffiall  advance  under  the  bounty,  or  go 
back  under  the  tithe. 

Another  artificial  caufe  of  the  growth  of  your  tillage  in  the  South,  is  your 
want  of  manufacture  : a poor  and  rapid  population,  that  cannot  be  employed 
in  manufacture  muft  be  employed  in  hutbandry ; but  then  it  is  the  miferable 
and  experimental  hutbandry  ; what  Mr.  Young  calls  an  execrable  tillage  on 
bog  or  mountain,  which  by  the  laws  of  England  \rould  be  for  feven  years 
exempt  from  tithes,  and  which  by  the  laws  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  fo.  You 
have  two  aCts,  one  exempting  newly  reclaimed  ground  from  tithe  of  flax  or 
. hemp  for  feven  years ; and  another  exempting  reclaimed  bog,  provided  ten 
acres  thall  be  reclaimed,  from  tithe  generally  for  feven  years ; but  why  not  as 
in  England,  exempt  ail  newly  reclaimed  ground  from  all  manner  of  tithe  for 
feven  years  ? 

Here  Mr.  Grattan  mentioned,  that  he  learned,  in  fome  of  theWeftern  parts 
of  the  county  of  Cork,  they  rated  the  mountaineers  higher  than  in  many  parts 
of  the  richeft  low  land  ; charging  them  by  the  fpade  length  a fum,  Avdiich, 
when  applied  to  the  acre,  was  equal  to  20  or  30^.  the  plantation  acre.  Thefe 
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parts  and  their  inhabitants,  he  underftood,  were  entirely  configned  to  the  do- 
minion of  the  tithe-proftor  or  tithe- farmer,  and  were  equally  favage,  and  op- 
prelfed,  and  turbulent. 

This  encroachment,  this  difproportion,  and  this  excefs,  which  I have  al- 
ready particularized,  are  the  more  to  be  lamented,  becaufe  the  law  does  not 
adminifter  the  remedy.  The  ecclefiaftical  courts  I have  proved  to  afford  no 
redrefs  whatever ; I have  diewn  that  their  judgments  are  not  founded  in  mo- 
deration, and  are  not  always  founded  in  law. 

The  right  of  fetting  out  the  tithe  has  not  always  proved,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
poor,  a fecurity  againft  illegal  demands,  and  does  not  affe6l  to  be  a fecurity 
asainft  unconfcionable  demands. 

By  the  law,  the  tenant  mull  give  forty-eight  hours  notice,  and  bind  himfelf 
to  a day,  whether  fair  or  foul.  In  the  cafe  of  potatoes,  he  muft,  if  the  parfon 
does  not  choofe  to  attend,  leave  the  ridge  in  the  field,  which  may  prevent  his 
fowing  winter  corn,  and  be  the  difference  between  the  profit  on  wheat  and  on 
oats.  The  tenant  cannot  dig  his  potatoes  till  October,  he  feldom  does  till 
November  ; and  he  muft  ufe  them  in  Auguft,  becaufe  the  ftock  of  laftyear  is 
exhaufted.  Now,  the  digging  a bowl  of  potatoes  is  by  conftrudion  in  the 
ecclefiaftical  courts,  the  fubtraCtion,  not  of  the  particular  tithe,  but  of  the 
tithes  of  the  year:  for  fimplicity  of  fuit  they  conftrue  fubtradion  of  one 
proedial  tithe  to  be  fubtraction  of  the  whole ; and  for  extent  of  power,  that 
is,  for  the  fake  of  bringing  the  whole  under  their  jurifdidlion,  they  conftrue 
potatoes  to  be  proedial  tithe.  Thus  the  neceftity  of  the  year  brings  thepeafant 
under  the  lalli  of  ecclefiaftical  authority,  that  great  fcourge  of  the  farmer. 

In  the  laftyear,  the  peafantry  very  generally- fet  out  their  tithe,  and  the 
clergy  in  feveral  inftances  refufed  to  draw ; they  did  fo  in  feveral  inftances 
where  there  was  no  illegal  combination,  unlefs  a combination  among  them- 
felves,  to  deprive  the  peafant  of  a right  to  fet  out  his  tithes,  and  get  an  ev  poji 
fa8o  law  to  col!e6l  their  tithe  in  a new,  fummary,  and  oppreffive  mode.  Sir, 
it  will  be  proved,  that  the  countryman  has  waited  day  after  day  until  the 
parfon  fliould  draw  his  tithe.  It  will  be  proved,  that  he  has  left  his  crop  in 
the  field  until  it  has  become  green.  It  will  be  proved,  that  he  has  offered  to 
the  parfon  or  prodor  to  hire  them  horfes  to  draw  their  tithe.  It  will  be  proved, 
that  he  has  offered  to  draw  it  home  at  his  own  ex  pence. 

Here  Mr.  Grattan  read  a notice  from  a landholder  to  a clergyman,  inform- 
ing him,  that  he  fliould  draw  on  fuch  a day,  and  offering  to  lend  the  parfon 
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holies  and  cars,  to  draw  his  tithe  wherever  he  lliould  appoint;  and  he  ob- 
lerved,  that  the  parfon  had  refufed.  He  alfo  obferved,  that  an  offer  had  been 
made  to  a clergyman  by  a gentleman,  to  draw,  keep,  and  prelerve  the  tithe 
in  the  gentleman’s  haggard,  if  the  clergyman  did  not  choofe  to  keep  it  in  his 
own  ; which  offer,  IMr.  Grattan  ftated,  to  have  been  refufed ; the  clergyman 
chooling  to  recover  by  a compenfation,  or  an  ex  poji  faSto  law,  which  went 
to  deprive  the  countryman  of  his  common  right,  Avithout  any  proof  of  his 
guilt. 

That  if  fuch  a bill  was  permitted  it  Avould  take  from  the  countryman,  in 
fome  of  the  cafes  mentioned  above,  not  the  tenth,  but  the  fifth ; for  the  te- 
nant had  loft  by  weather  the  tithe  fevered  and  fet  out,  and  was  likely  to  pay 
another  tithe  by  a6t  of  parliament.  That  this  Avould  be,  not  compenfation, 
but  robbery,  and  the  worft  fpecies  of  robbery,  robbery  by  authority  of  par- 
liament; it  would  be  to  take  the  moft  decided  and  unconftitutional  part,  in 
a cafe  where  this  houfe  affected  to  take  no  part  at  all ; and  A\  here  it  declined 
every  kind  of  information  Avhatfoever,  to  enable  it  to  take  any  part  Avith  dig- 
nity, juftice,  or  effe6t ; and  that  by  fuch  a ftep  Ave  fiiould  put  the  Irifh  farmer 
Avith  refpeft  to  his  tithe,  on  ground  A^ery  different  from  that  of  the  Englifh 
farmer,  and  much  more  difadvantageous. 

That  the  laAV  in  England  does  not  require  forty-eight  hours.  That  AA’here" 
the  tithe  is  left  too  long  on  the  ground,  the  laAV  of  England  gave  the  OAvner 
of  the  land  an  action  on  the  cafe  againli  the  paifon  for  his  negligence.  You 
gi\'e  the  parfon  a compenfation  for  his  negligence. 

If  tithes  fet  out  remain  too  long  on  the  ground,  the  laAv  of  England  giATs 
the  OAnier  of  the  land  a right  to  take  thofe  tithes  as  damage  faifant ; if  fued 
for  them,  he  is  to  fet  forth  hoAV  long  they  remained  on  the  premifes,  and 
the  jury  (whom  your  bill  excludes  and  thus  indire6lly  ftigmatizes)  is  to  de- 
cide. By  the  law  of  England  the  care  of  the  tithe,  after  feverance,  refts  Avith 
the  parfon.  In  England,  Avhere  the  tithe  of  corn  Avas  fet  out,  and  the  parfon 
A\ould  not  take  it,  but  prayed  a remedy  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court,  a prohibi- 
tion againft  the  parfon  AV'as  granted. 

See  hoAv  much  more  care  the  laAv  of  England  takes  of  the  hufi)andman  ; 
hoAv  much  more  attention  it  affords  him  than  the  law  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  : and  it  is  one  of  the  charges  and  allegations  of , the  hulbandman  of 
the  foLith  ; 

“ That  in  certain  pariflies,  the  parifhioners  have  duly  and  legally  fet  out 
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“ their  tithes,  have  given  due  notice,  and  have  taken  all  the  legal  Itejjs ; but 
“ that  no  perfon  has  attended  on  the  part  of  the  clergyman,  under  the  ex- 
“ peclation,  they  conceive,  of  getting  fome  new  method  of  recovery,  hitherto 
“ unknown  to  the  law,  and  tending  to  deprive,  by  a paft  operation,  the  parilh 

of  the  benefit  of  its  ancient  right  and  privilege  of  fetting  out  the  tithe.” 

This  oppreffion  connedls  itfelf  Avith  another  part  of  this  fubject,  a very  ob- 
noxious, a A'ery  oppreffu’e,  and  a very  notorious  part  of  it,  the  tithe-farmer. 
Tlie  farming  of  any  revenue  is  a pernicious  idea.  It  is  the  praClice  of  abfo- 
lute  kings,  who,  anxious  about  their  riches,  and  carclefs  about  their  people, 
get  a fixed  income  from  fome  defperate  adventurer,  and  then  let  loofe  on  the 
community,  this  animal  of  prey,  at  once  deftitute  of  rcmorfe,  and  armed  with 
authority. 

In  free  countries  fuch  a practice  is  not  pennitted.  You  Avould  not  allow 
it  to  the  king,  and  you  ought  not  to  alloAV  it  to  the  church.  It  is  an  evil 
in  politics,  but  a fcandal  in  religion  ; and  the  more  dangerous  in  the  latter, 
becaufe  tithe  being  indefinite,  the  latitude  of  extortion  is  indefinite.  The 
life  of  the  tithe-farmer  is  to  get  from  the  parifi-iioner,  what  the  parfon  would 
be  alhamed  to  demand,  and  to  enable  the  clergyman  to  abfent  himfelf  from 
his  duty  ; the  poAvers  of  the  tithe-farmer  are  fummary  laws  and  ecclcfiaftical 
courts ; his  livelihood  is  extortion ; his  rank  in  fociety  is  generally  the 
loAveft,  and  his  occupation  is  to  pounce  on  the  poor  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
He  is  a fpecies  of  Avolf,  left  by  the  fliepherd  to  take  care  of  the  flock  in  his  ab- 
fence ; he  fleeces  both,  and  begins  Avith  the  parfon. 

Here  IMr.  Grattan  ftated,  that  the  tithe-farmer  feldom  got  lefs  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  money  collected;  but  fometimes  one-third.  That  there  were 
inftances  Avhere  he  got  e\'en  more,  and  had  reduced  the  parfon  to  the  Itate 
of  a poor  penfioner,  on  his  own  living.  That  he  had  heard,  that  in  one  of 
the  difturbed  parilhes,  the  parifii  had  wilhed  to  come  to  a good  undeiTtanding 
Avith  the  clergyman,  and  to  pay  him  in  perfon,  but  that  the  tithe-farmer  had 
obftru6led  fuch  an  accommodation,  and  had  by  his  mercenary  inter\-ention 
prevented  concord,  moderation  and  compofition:  parilhes  Avere  not  only  fub- 
je6t  to  one  tithe-farmer,  but,  in  fome  cafes,  Avere  curled  Avitli  a legion  of  them. 
A non-refident  clergyman  fliall  employ  a tithe-farmer,  Avho  lhall  fet  the  tithe 
OA-er  again,  to  two  blackfmiths,  Avho  go  among  the  flock  like  two  vultures. 
A tithe-farmer- fhall,  on  being  cjueftioned,  gi\'e  the  folloAving  account  of  him- 
felf ; That  he  held  the  tithe  from  one,  Avho  had  them  from  an  officer,  Avho  held 
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them  from  a clergyman,  who  did  not  refide  in  a parilli,  where  there  were  refi- 
dent  no  dean,  no  rector,  no  vicar,  no  fchoolmafter ; where  the  whole  bufmefs 
of  Chriftianity,  on  the  Proteftant  fide,  was  tranfadled  by  a curate  at  5 0/.  a 
year;  and  as  the  parilh  has  been  difturbed  by  the  tithe-farmer  or  prodtor,  fo 
has  it  in  fome  cafes  been  quieted  in  getting  rid  of  him.  I have  known  a cal% 
where  the  parifli  made,  with  their  clergyman,  the  following  agreement:  Sir, 
we  pay  your  proctor  800/.  a year,  and  he  gives  you  6co/.  We  will  give  you 
600/.  and  become  your  colledtors  and  your  fecurity.  In  another  living,  the- 
parifli  paid  the  pro6tor  450/.  a year,  and  the  prodtor  paid  the  parfon  300/. 
The  parilhioners  became  the  colledtor  and  the  fecurity,  paid  the  clergyman 
300/.  a year,  took  for  their  trouble  30/.  and  eafed  the  parifli  of  120/.;  the  con- 
fequence  was  peace:  and  the  more  you  inveftigate  this  fubjeft,  the  more  you 
will  find,  that  the  difturbance  of  the  people,  and  the  exadtions  of  the  church, 
have  been  commenfurate;  and  that  the  peace  of  the  former  has  attended  the 
moderation  of  the  latter ; nor  is  it  only  the  excefs  of  exadtion  which  makes 
the  tithe-farmer  a public  misfortune  — his  mode  of  collection  is  another 
fcourge.  He  puts  his  charges  into  one  or  more  notes,  payable  at  a certain 
time;  if  not  then  difcharged,  he  ferves  the  countryman  with  a fummons, 
charging  him  6d.  for  the  fervice,  and  I s.  for  the  fummons ; he  then  fome- 
times  puts  the  whole  into  a Kerry-bond  or  inftrument,  which  bears  intereft : 
he  then  either  keeps  the  bond  over  his  head,  or  iffues  out  execution,  and  gets 
the  countryman’s  body  and  goods  completely  into  his  power.  To  fuch  an 
abufe  is  this  abominable  praClice  carried,  that  in  fome  of  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Ireland,  the  peafantry  are  made  tributary  to  the  tithe-farmer;  draw  home 
his  corn,  his  hay,  and  his  turf,  for  nothing ; give  him  their  labour,  their  cars, 
and  their  horfes,  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  for  nothing.  Thefe  oppreffions 
not  only  exift,  but  have  acquired  a formed  and  diftinCl  appellation — tributes: 
tributes  to  extortioners;  tributes  paid  by  the  poor  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
To  oppreffion  we  are  to  add  intoxication;  the  drunkennefs  and  idlenefs,  which 
not  feldom  attend  the  method  in  which  the  tithe-farmer  fettles  his  accounts 
with  the  poor  parilhioners  devoted  to  his  care;  the  place  in  which  he  generally 
fettles  thefe  accounts,  makes  his  bargains,  and  tranfaCts  his  bufmefs,  is  the 
alehoufe.  He  fometimes,  I am  told,  keeps  one  himfelf,  or  he  has  a relation 
who  gets  a licenfe  to  fell  ale  and  fpirits,  becaufe  his  friend  is  employed  by 
the  church,  and  will  bring  him  cuftom. 

Do  you,  gentlemen,  fign  your  leafes  in  the  alehoufe?  What  fliould  you 
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think  of  a fteward  who  made  your  tenants  drunk,  when  he  Ihould  collcclyour 
rents?  And  what  iliould  a clergyman  think  of  his  tithe-farmer,  who  made 
his  flock  drunk,  when  lie  collected  or  fettled  his  tithes,  and  bathed  in  whifkey 
this  precious  offering,  this  priimeval  property,  held  by  fome  to  be  the  very 
cflence  of  religion,  and  not  only  moft  ancient,  but  divine  ? 

To  this  lofs  of  induftry  you  are  to  add,  the  lofs  of  revenue — (where,  as  in 
fome  cafes  I am  told)  the  revenue  officer  is  the  tithe-farmer,  and  in  that  molt 
fufpicious  and  deadly  combination  of  fraudulent  capacities,  overcharges  in 
tithe,  and  undercharges  in  tax:  that  is,  compenfates  to  the  countryman,  by 
robbing  the  king,  and  adds  to  the  crime  of  exaction  the  offence  of  fpoliation, 
and  profits  by  both.  I appeal  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  revenue,  whether 
they  have  not  good  reafon  to  fufpecl  fuch  praftices?  And  I appeal  to  fome  of 
a right  reverend  bench,  whether  this  be  the  only  commutation,  which  in  their 
opinion  is  praclicaTle  or  proper  ? Under  this  head  it  is  alleged,  that  in  certain 
pariflies  in  the  fouth,  tithe-farmers  have  opprefled,  and  do  opprefs  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fiibje61s,  by  various  Avays  of  extortion,  by  affuming  to  themfelves  ar- 
bitrarily and  cruelly,  powers  Avhich  the  law  does  not  give,  and  by  making  an 
oppreffive  ufe  of  thofe  powers  which  the  law  has  put  into  their  hands.  And 
this  the  parifliioners  are  ready  to  verify  on  oath. 

To  thefe  evils  are  Are  to  add  another,  Avhich  is  the  principal  fource  of  them 
all — the  uncertainty  of  tithe — the  full  tenth  e\Tr  mufl  be  oppreffiAT. 

A tenth  of  your  land,  your  labour,  and  your  capital,  to  thofe  aaIio  con- 
tribute in  no  fliape  Avhatfoever  to  the  produce,  muft  be  oppreffion  ; they  only 
think  otherwife,  Avho  fuppofe,  that  every  thing  is  little  Avhich  is  given  to  the 
parfon;  that  no  burden  can  be  heaAy%  if  it  be  the  Aveight  of  the  parfon ; that 
landlords  fliould  give  up  their  rent,  and  tenants  the  profits  of  their  labour,  and 
all  too  little  : but  uncertainty  aggraA'ates  that  oppreffion,  the  full  tenth  eA’er 
mult  be  uncertain  as  Avell  as  oppreffive,  for  it  is  the  fixed  proportion  of  a fluc- 
tuating quantity,  and  unlcfs  the  high  prieft  can  give  laAV  to  the  Avinds,  and  af- 
certain  the  harA’eft,  the  tithe,  like  that  harveft,  mufl  be  uncertain;  but  this 
uncertainty  is  aggravated  by  the  pernicious  motives  on  Avhich  tithe  frequently 
rifes  and  falls.  It  frequently  rifes  on  the  poor— it  falls  in  compliment  to 
the  rich.  It  proceeds  on  principles  the  reA’erfe  of  the  gofpel;  it  crouches  to 
the  ftrong,  and  it  encroaches  on  the  feeble  ; and  is  guided  by  the  tAvo  Acorft 
principles  in  fociety,  fervility  and  avarice  united,  againfl  the  caufe  of  charity, 
and  under  the  cloak  of  religion. 
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Here  let  me  return  to,  and  repeat  the  allegations,  and  call  on  you  once 
more  to  make  the  enquiry.  It  is  alleged,  that  in  certain  pariflies  of  the 
fouth,  tithe  has  been  demanded,  and  paid,  for  what,  by  law,  was  not  liable  to 
tithe;  and  that  the  ecclefialtical  courts  have  countenanced  the  illegal  exac- 
tion ; and  evidence  is  offered  at  your  bar  to  prove  the  charge  on  oath.  Will 
you  deny  the  fa6t  ? Will  you  juftify  the  fa6l  ? Will  you  enquire  into  it. 

It  is  alleged,  that  tithe-pro6tors  in  certain  parifhes  of  the  fouth  do  exa6l 
fees  for  agency  oppreflive  and  illegal;  and  evidence  to  prove  the  charge  is 
offered  on  oath.  Will  you  deny  thefa6t?  Will  you  juftify  the  fa6t.?  Will 
you  enquire  into  it? 

It  is  alleged,  that  in  certain  parifhes  of  the  fouth,  tithes  have  been  exceffive, 
and  have  obferved  no  equity  for  the  poor,  the  hufbandman,  or  the  manufac- 
turer; and  evidence  is  offered  to  prove  this  charge  on  oath.  Will  you  deny 
the  fact?  Will  you  juftify  the  faCt?  Will  you  enquire  into  it? 

It  is  alleged,  that  in  certain  pariflies  of  the  fouth,  ratages  for  tithes  have 
greatly  and  unconfcionably  increafed;  and  evidence  is  offered  to  prove  this 
charge  on  oath.  Will  you  deny  the  faCl?  Will  you  juftify  the  faCt?  Will  you 
enquire  into  it? 

It  is  alleged,  that  in  certain  pariflies  of  the  fouth,  the  pariftiioners  have 
duly  and  legally  fet  out  their  tithe,  and  given  due  notice;  but  that  no  per- 
fons  have  attended  on  the  part  of  proCtor  or  parfon,  under  expectation,  it  is 
apprehended,  of  getting  fome  new  method  of  recovery,  tending  to  deprive 
the  parifti  of  the  benefit  of  its  ancient  right,  that  of  fetting  out  their  tithe; 
and  evidence  is  offered  to  prove  this  charge  on  oath. 

It  is  alleged,  in  certain  pariflies  in  the  fouth,  tithe-farmers  have  oppreffed 
and  do  opprefs  his  majefty’s  fubjeCls,  by  various  extortions,  abufes  of  law, 
or  breaches  of  the  fame;  and  evidence  is  offered  to  prove  this  charge  on  oath. 
Here,  once  more  I afk  you,  will  you  deny  the  faCt  ? Will  you  juftify  the  faCt? 
Will  you  enquire  into  it? 

This  being  the  ftate  of  the  church  in  certain  pariflies  in  the  fouth,  I wifli  to 
know,  what  in  the  mean  time  within  thofe  diftriCts  becomes  of  religion  ? Here 
are  the  parfon  and  parifli  at  variance,  about  that  which  our  religion  teaches 
us  to  defpife — riches.  Here  is  the  mammon  of  uiirighteoufnefs  fet  up  to  in- 
terrupt our  devotion  to  the  true  God.  The  difmterefted,  the  humble,  the 
apoftolical  character  during  this  unfeenily  conteft,  what  becomes  of  it  ? Here 
are  two  powers— the  power  in  the  tenant  to  fet  out  his  tithe,  the  power  in  the 
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church  to  try  the  matter  in  difpute  by  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction— -two  powers 
vefted  by  the  law  in  the  refpedtive  hands  of  church  and  laity,  without  any  ef- 
fect but  to  torment  one  another  : the  power  of  fetting  of  tithe  does  not  affect 
to  defend  the  tenant  againft  uncorifcionable  demand;  and  if  attended  with 
combination  fecures  him  againft  any  effectual  demand  whatfoever.  The 
power  of  trying  the  matter  in  difpute  by  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction,  does  not 
take  place,  except  in  cafe  of  fubtraction,  and  when  it  docs  take  place  is  a 
partial  trial.  Thus,  as  the  law  now  ftands,  combination  is  the  defence  of 
laity,  and  partiality  of  the  church. 

The  equity  in  favor  of  the  tiller  of  the  foil  (a  very  neceffary  equity  indeed) 
becomes  a new  fource  of  difturbance,  becaufe  the  parties  are  not  agreed 
what  that  equity  ftiould  be — the  countryman,  not  conceiving  that  any  one 
can,  in  equity,  have  a right  to  the  tenth  of  his  land,  labour,  and  capital, 
who  does  not  own  the  land,  nor  plow,  nor  fow,  nor  reap,  nor  contribute  in 
any  degree  whatfoever  to  the  produce.  The  tithe-farmer  having  no  idea, 
but  that  of  iniquity,  on  the  fubjedt.  The  parfon  perhaps  conceiving,  that 
a tenth  on  tillage  is  a bare  compenfation  in  equity,  for  what  he  deems  the 
greateft  of  all  iniquity,  your  vote  of  agiftment.  Thus,  the  two  parties,  the 
parfon  and  his  parilh,  the  ftiepherd  and  his  flock,  with  oppofite  opinions,  and 
mutual  powers  of  annoyance  in  the  parts  I have  alluded  to,  feem  to  go  on  in 
a rooted  animofity  and  filent  war. 

Conceive  the  paftor  looking  over  the  hedge  like  a fpy,  to  muldl  the  extraor- 
dinary labours  of  the  hufl3andman. 

Conceive  him  coining  into  the  field,  and  faying  “you  are  a defcrvinghuf- 
“ bandman — you  have  encreafed  the  value  of  your  field  by  the  fweat  of  your 
“ brow;  Sir,  I’ll  make  you  pay  me  for  that,” — or  conceive  a dialogue  be- 
tween a fliepherd  and  one  of  his  flock;  “ I will  take  your  tenth  flieaf ; and 
“ if  you  chufe  to  vex  me,  your  tenth  hen,  and  your  tenth  egg,  and  your 
“ tenth  goofe,”  (not  fo  the  apoftles) — or  conceive  him  fpeaking  to  his  flock 
by  parable,  and  faying,  “ the  afs  flopped  with  his  burden ; and  his  burden 
“ was  doubled,  and  ftill  he  flopped,  and  his  burden  was  ftill  encreafed — and 
“ then  the  perverfe  animal  finding  his  refiftance  in  vain,  went  on  ; fo  even 
“ you  fliall  find  refiftance  but  encreafe  your  load,  until  the  number  of  a6ts 
“ of  parliament  fliall  break  your  back.” 

Thefe  paftoral  difcourfes,  if  they  have  taken  place,  however  well  intended, 
will  not,  I fear,  greatly  advance  the  caufe  of  the  faithful,  particularly  in  a 
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country,  where  the  numbers  remain  to  be  converted  to  the  Proteftant  religion, 
not  only  by  the  fuperior  purity  of  its  do6lrine,  but  by  the  mild  difinterefted 
peace-making  fpirit  of  its  teachers. 

Will  not  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  interpofe  on  fuch  an  occafion  ? how 
painful  muft  it  have  been  to  them,  the  teachers  of  the  gofpel,  and  therefore 
enemies  to  the  fhedding  of  blood,  to  have  thought  themfelves  under  the  re- 
peated neceffity  of  applying  to  parliament  for  fanguinary  laws;  the  moft  fan- 
guinary  laws  on  your  llatute  books  are  tithe-bills ; the  White-boy  adt  is  a tithe- 
bill  ; the  Riot  a6t  is  a tithe-bill. 

How  painful  to  thofe  dignitaries  muft  it  be  to  feel  themfelves  in  the  office 
of  making  perpetual  complaints  againft  their  own  flock,  and  to  be  confeious, 
in  fome  inftances,  of  having  jaded  and  difgufted  the  ears  of  the  court,  by 
charges  againft  the  peafantry  ? How  painful  to  them  to  have  repeated  re- 
courfe  to  the  military  in  their  own  cafe,  and  to  think  that  many  of  their  fm- 
ful  flock,  but  their  flock  notwithftanding,  were  faved  from  the  indiferimi- 
nating  edge  of  the  fword  by  ecclefiaftical  zeal,  tempered  and  withheld,  and 
in  fome  cafes  difappointed  by  the  judicious  mercy  of  military  command? 

We,  the  laity,  were  right  in  taking  the  ftrongeft  meafures  the  laft  feffion  : 
it  was  our  duty  to  aflert;  but  of  thefe  churchmen,  it  is  the  duty,  and  I fup- 
pofe  the  nature,  to  deprecate,  to  incline  to  the  mild,  the  meek,  the  difpaf- 
fionate,  and  the  merciful  fide  of  the  queftion,  and  rather  to  prevent  by  mo- 
deration than  punifh  by  death. 

Whether  thefe  exactions  were  in  themfelves  fufficient  to  have  produced  all 
the  confufion  of  the  laft  year,  I know  not,  but  this  I do  believe,  that  no  other 
caufe  had  been  fufficient  without  the  aid  of  exaction ; if  exa61ion  had  not 
exifted,  the  fouth  would  not,  I believe,  have  been  convulfed.  A controvert- 
ed eledion  alone  could  not  well  have  been  an  adequate  caufe ; the  objects  of 
attack  muft,  in  fome  cafes,  have  been  fornething  more  than  partizans,  and  the 
flame  fpread  by  contagion;  the  firft  torch  muft  have  been  an  accident,  but 
the  people  were  rendered  combuftible  by  oppreffion. 

The  Whiteboy  fliould  be  hanged ; but  I think  the  tithe-farmer  fliould  be 
reftrained ; I would  infliH  death  on  the  felon,  and  impofe  moderation  on 
the  extortioner ; and  thus  relieve  the  community  from  the  offences  of  both. 

But  do  not  let  us  fo  far  iniftake  the  cafe,  as  to  fuppofe  it  a queftion  between 
the  parfon  and  the  Whiteboy;  or  that  the  animofity  which  has  been  excited 
is  confined  to  felons;  no,  it  is  extended  far  more  generally  ; it  is  extended 
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to  thofe  who  have  been  a6hve  in  bringing  thofe  felons  to  juftice ; and  men 
will  appear  at  your  bar  Avho  have  fuffered  under  excefs  of  demand,  and  have 
a6led  to  reflore  peace,  the  inftrument  of  quiet,  and  the  objects  of  exa6lion ; 
let  us  therefore  examine  the  fubjeft,  and  having  already  with  great  propriety 
taken  the  moft  decifive  fteps  againft  the  infurgent,  let  us  enquire  now  into 
the  caufe  of  the  outrage,  and  fee  whether  exadion  might  not  have  had  fome 
fliare,  at  leaft,  in  the  origin  of  it;  and  if  fo,  let  us  ftrive  to  form  fome  plan 
which  may  collect  the  riches  of  the  church,  Avithout  repetition  of  penal  laws 
or  of  public  difturbance. 

In  forming  apian  for  the  better  provilion  of  the  church,  the  firft  thing  to 
be  conlidered  is  the  quantum  of  provifion;  the  fecond  confideration  is  the 
fund  from  Avhence  that  provifion  is  to  arife  ; the  quantum  of  provifion  fliould 
be  the  ufual  net  income  on  an  average  of  years,  except  in  fome  parilhes  of 
great  exaction;  I fay  ufual,  becaufe  I would  not  materially  alter  their  allow- 
ance ; I fay  on  an  average  of  years,  becaufe  I 'would  not  make  recent  in- 
croachment  property ; I fay  net,  becaufe  when  the  public  fliall  become  the 
tithe  proprietor’s  agent,  the  public  Avill  have  a right  to  the  benefit  of  the 
agency. 

That  their  income  is  difcoverable  I affirm,  and  I affirm  it  under  the  autho- 
rity of  their  own  aft,  and  their  own  praftice ; Avithout  going  farther  back 
than  the  laft  feflfion,  you  AA'ill  find  the  compenfation  aft  requires  the  perfon 
fuing  on  the  aft  to  make  a difcovery  of  his  cuftomary  income,  and  in  fome 
cafes  difcovery  of  his  ratages  for  three  years  back  on  oath;  it  requires  that 
he  fhould,  in  his  affidaA’it,  fet  forth  that  the  valuation  of  1786,  is  made  as 
near  as  pofTible  the  ratage  of  the  three  former  years;  it  requires  that  Avdiere 
a valuation  of  the  tithe  of  1786  could  not  be  made,  a valuation  of  the  cuf- 
tomary tithe  for  three  years  back  fliould  ; it  enables  the  court  to  appoint  per- 
fons  to  enquire  into  the  faft,  and  call  for  parties  and  papers,  and  thus  efla- 
bliflies  tAV’o  principles,  Avhich  Avere  denied ; that  the  annual  income  of  bene- 
fices is  difcoA'erable,  and  that  the  particular  ratage  is  difcoverable  alfo:  I 
might  go  back  to  the  aft  of  Henry  VIII.  AV'hich  requires  that  a commiffion 
fliould  be  direfted  to  enquire  into  ecclefiaflical  benefices,  and  report  the  va- 
lue of  the  fame ; and  I might  further  adduce  the  aft  of  William  III,  which 
gives  to  the  ecclefiaflical  perfon  Avho  builds,  tAvo-thirds  of  the  fum  expended, 
AV'hich  fum  is  to  be  afcertained  by  a certificate;  Avhich  certificate,  by  the  I2th 
of  George  II.  fhall  contain  an  account  of  the  clear  yearly  income  of  the  be- 
nefice. 
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nefice.  After  thefe  inftances,  I hope  no  man  will  deny  that  the  income  of 
the  clergyman  is  difcoverable ; particularly,  when  the  compenfation  adt  of 
the  laft  Munter  requires  fuch  a difcovery  to  be  made  on  the  oath  of  theparfon. 
That  a6t  was  fupported  by  the  whole  bench  of  bilhops;  it  was  probably  fram- 
ed with  their  advice  and  fiiggeftions.  They  would  not  require  their  clergy 
to  report  on  oath  what  they  themfelves  conceived,  or  had  maintained  to  be 
impolfible  ; as  if  it  was  impolTible  to  make  a difcovery  for  the  purpofe  of  com- 
mutation, but  for  the  purpofe  of  compenfation,  eafy  and  obvious.  Thus, 
when  I affirm  the  difcoverability  of  the  clergyman’s  income,  I have  not  only 
the  authority  of  the  church,  but  its  oath.  The  net  return  lliould  be  the  par- 
fon’s  perpetual  income,  fubject  to  the  exception  ftated  above;  but  in  order 
to  guard  him  againft  the  fludluation  of  currency,  I would  fix  the  value  of 
that  income  in  grain;  it  Ihould  be  the  value  of  fo  many  barrels  of  wheat,  to 
be  eltimated  every  feven  years  by  the  corn-office,  or  the  clerk  of  the  market, 
w’ho  now  quarterly  ftrikes  the  average  value  of  corn  throughout  the  kingdom. 
Thus,  his  income  fiiould  not  be  abfolutely  either  corn  or  money ; but  the 
value  of  fo  much  corn  to  be  paid  in  money. 

As  to  the  fund  from  v'hence  thefe  receipts  fiiould  arife,  that  fund  fiiould 
be  a charge  on  the  barony,  to  be  levied  like  other  county  charges  ; this  me- 
thod is  eafy,  for  it  is  already  in  ufe;  the  head  conftable  fiiould  be  the  parfon’s 
colleftor,  and  the  county  fiiould  be  his  fecurity. 

To  this  I know  the  obje6lion,  and  it  is  an  objedion  which  can  be  befi 
anfvvered  by  thofe  who  make  it.  It  will  be  faid,  that  this  fcheme  prevents  the 
divifion  of  unions,  and  the  encreafe  of  poor  livings.  Apply  the  firll  fruits 
as  they  ought  for  the  encreafe  of  poor  livings,  and  the  repairs  of  the  clmrch, 
and  then  you  will  anfwer  your  own  argument;  but  a fidlitious  and  remote 
valuation  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich  clergy  has  been  made  of  thefe  charitable 
funds,  friiftrating  the  purpofe  of  the  charity  equally  to  the  negledl  of  the 
church  and  poor.  The  luxury  of  the  prieft  has  ufurped  the  funds  of  the 
poor  and  of  the  church,  then  fets  up  againft  both  a iiiiferable  modus,  and 
preferibes  in  this  inftance  againft  charity  and  religion. 

However,  if  the  dignitaries  of  tlie  church  will  not,  parliament  may  anfwer 
this  argument,  and  provide  for  more  clergy  as  occafion  fiiall  permit.  You 
imparifii  by  a6l  of  parliament ; with  proper  provifion,  when  you  fee  the  ne- 
ceffity,  you  may  divide.  The  care  of  religion  is  placed  no  where  better  than 

in 


APPENDIX. 


103 


in  the  legiflature.  Popery  will  tell  you,  that  when  it  was  entirely  left  to  the 
care  of  the  priefthood,  it  was  perverted  and  deftroyed. 

But  if  difficulties  ffiould  be  made  to  this  plan — and  in  order  to  give  the 
church  the  growth  of  the  country — there  is  another  plan,  a modus ; let  every 
article  which  ffiall  be  fubje6l:  to  tithe  be  fet  forth  in  a tithing  table,  with  cer- 
tain ratages  annexed — let  thofe  ratages  be  taken,  and  fet  forth  in  the  tithing 
table  as  now  equivalent  to  fomany  (lone  of  bread  corn. 

Let  the  a6t  provide,  that  there  ffiall  be  a fepteimial  valuation  of  bread  corn, 
by  the  clerk  of  the  market,  or  the  proper  officer. 

Let  there  be  exemption  for  the  rudiments  of  manufa6lure,  and  a favingfor 
all  local  cuftom  and  exemptions — fuch  as  potatoes  in  moft  places,  hay  in  feve- 
ral,  and  fuch  like. 

In  order  to  form  this  modus,  which  ffiould  be  provincial,  not  univerfal,  let 
four  provincial  committees  be  appointed.  Vou  will  fee  a precedent  in  your 
journals ; on  the  report  of  thefe  provincial  committees,  form  your  bill.  In 
your  bill  you  will  probably  think  proper  to  give  agiftment,  or  a certain  funi 
for  head-money,  not  in  addition  to,  but  in  eafe  of  ratages  on  tillage. 

In  forming  your  ratages,  you  will  probably  enquire  into  the  acreable  rate- 
ages  now  eftabliflied,  and  adopt  them  where  they  are  reafonablc,  and  reje61: 
them  where  they  are  exorbitant — where  there  are  no  acreable  ratages  efta- 
bliffied,  the  contiguous  pariffi  or  county,  where  they  are  eftablilhed,  will  fur- 
niffi  you  with  a rule. 

If  once  you  appoint  committees,  the  parfonand  pariffi  will  both  come  forth 
with  information — and  from  both  you  will  collect  the  prefent  ratages,  and  be 
enabled  to  make  a rule.  In  forming  this  rule,  you  will  probably  think  proper 
to  exempt  the  poor  man’s  garden  in  the  fouth  from  the  tithe  of  potatoes. 

The  true  principle  with  refpe<5t  to  your  peafantry,  is  exoneration  ; and  if  I 
could  not  take  the  burden  entirely  off  their  back,  I would  make  that  burden 
as  light  as  poffible ; I would  exempt  the  peafant’s  cow  and  garden  from  tithe  ; 
if  I could  not  make  him  rich,  I would  do  the  next  thing  in  my  power;  I 
would  confider  his  poverty  as  facred,  and  vindicate  againftan  extortioner  the 
hallowed  circle  of  his  little  boundary.  The  lofs  to  the  church  might  be  eafdy 
compenfated,  particularly  if  you  give  agiftment  or  head-money  in  eafe  of 
tillage. 

I would  alfo  relieve  the  north  from  fmall  dues,  as  I would  relieve  the  poor 
of  the  fouth  from  the  tithe  of  potatoes ; and  where  thefe  fmall  dues  had  long  - 

obtained, 


104 


APPENDIX. 


obtained,  I would  make  the  parfon  compenfation,  either  by  giving  him  head- 
money,  or  by  making  an  el'timate  of  tliefe  dues,  and  raifing  them  in  the  way 
of  other  county  charges.  Should  it  be  faid  that  we  Ihould  as  well  exempt 
the  peafant  from  rent  as  from  tithe  ; to  that  uncharitable  and  unchriftian  ob- 
fervation,  I anfwer,  no.  The  land  is  not  his  own,  but  his  labour  is  his  own. 
The  peafant  is  born  without  an  eftate ; he  is  born  with  hands,  and  no  man 
has  a natural  right  to  the  labour  of  thofe  hands,  unlefs  he  pays  him  : thus, 
when  you  demand  the  peafant’s  rent,  you  alk  for  your  own  eftate ; when  you 
demand  tithe,  you  allv  for  a portion  of  the  peafant's  eftate,  the  poor  man’s 
only  eftate,  the  inheritance- which  he  has  in  the  labour  of  his  hand,  and  the 
i weat  of  his  broAV. 

Human  laws  may  make  alterations,  and  when  made,  muft  be  obferved;  but 
it  fliOLild  be  the  policy  of  human  laws  to  follow  the  wifdom  of  the  law  of 
nature. 

The  refult  of  thefe  principles,  and  of  thefe  committees  proceeding  on  the 
rules  I have  fubmitted,  Avould  be  the  benefit  of  the  church,  as  well  as  the 
relief  of  the  farmer,  for  eftablilhing  a modus  on  the  average  ratages  of  a cer- 
tain number  of  years,  except  in  cafes  of  exaction,  you  would  give  the 
church  as  much  as  they  have  at  prefent,  except  in  thofe  inftanees  of  uncon- 
fcionable  demand ; and  as  the  ratages  Avould  come  net  to  the  owner  of  the 
tithe,  you  Avould  in  fact,  on  this  principle,  give  the  church  more ; the  fpoil 
of  the  tithe-farmer  A\'ould,  therefore,  enable  you  even  to  lower  the  ratage, 
and  yet,  give  more  to  the  church;  lb  that  the  refult  would  probably  be, 
that  the  moderate  clergyman  Avould  get  more,  and  the  uncharitable  clergy- 
man Avould  get  lefs,  which  would  be  a diflribution  of  juftice,  as  well  as  of 
property.  Having  once  agreed  on  the  modus,  I would  wifh  to  give  the 
clergy  or  lay-impropriator,  for  the  recovery  of  their  income,  any  mode 
they  choofe  to  appoint,  civil  bill,  or  any  other  method,  and  then  you  Avill 
fave  them  the  charge  and  difgrace  of  an  expenfive  agency,  which  ex- 
pence  arifes  from  the  difficulty  of  the  recovery  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  de- 
mand; and  if  you  add  the  facility  and  chcapnefs  of  collection  Avith  the  cer- 
tainty of  income  to  the  quantum  under  the  modus  on  the  principles  I have 
ftated,  you  Avill  find  the  A'alue  of  the  church  property  A\’ould,  even  in  the  opi- 
nion of  a notary  public,  be  encrcafed,  though  the  imaginary  claim  Avould  be 
circumfcribed  and  diminifhed.  This  is  no  commutation,  no  innovation ; 
here  is  only  a regulation  of  tithe,  and  an  abolition  of  tithe-furmers,  and  of 
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thofe  abufes  which  have  grown  out  of  the  uncertainty  of  tithe;  it  takes  from 
tithe  its  deadly  fting,  uncertainty,  and  makes  it  ceafe  to  be  a growing  pe- 
nalty on  extraordinary  labour;  and  it  puts  the  queftion  directly  to  the  mo- 
deration of  the  church,  will  you  infill  on  indefinite  demand,  and  unconfci- 
onable  ratage,  as  an  eflential  part  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  or  the  Proteftant 
eftablilliment  ? The  Bill  is  the  anfwer  to  this  queftion,  even  though  the  cler- 
gyman lliould  be  filent ; and  it  is  therefore  I prefs  this  method  the  more,  be- 
caufe  it  does  not  involve  the  fubje6t  in  fpeculation,  nor  reft  the  redrefs  of  the 
peafantry  on  the  ingenuity  of  fyftein,  but  makes  that  relief  a matter  of  mo- 
deration, and  of  Chriftian  charity  : were  you  difpofed  to  go  farther  you  might 
form,  on  this  regulation,  a commutation  which  fiiould  more  effectually  re- 
lieve the  plow,  and  lliould,  at  the  fame  time,  give  the  benefit  of  the  growth 
of  the  country  to  the  church : let  a perfon  in  each  parilh  be  appointed  in 
veftry  by  the  parfon  and  the  parilliioners,  and  if  they  do  not  agree,  let  each 
appoint  their  own,  who  Ihall  every  year  make  a return  of  acres  under  tillage 
to  applotters,  who  Ihall  make  a valuation  of  the  fame  according  to  a tithing 
table,  fuch  as  I have  ftated  to  be  eftablillied  by  acl  of  parliament,  and  that 
valuation  to  be  raifed  in  the  manner  of  other  baronial  charges ; thus  the 
parfon’s  income  would  encreafe  with  the  extent  of  tillage,  without  falling 
principally  on  the  ploir.  The  principle  of  this  plan,  if  you  choofe  to  go  be- 
yond a modus,  is  obvious;  the  mechanical  part  of  this,  and  of  the  other  re- 
gulation which  I have  fubmitted,  will  be  bell  detailed  in  the  provincial  com- 
mittees, if  you  lliall  choofe  to  appoint  them,  for,  in  fa6l,  your  plan  muft  arife 
out  of  the  enquiry,  and  the  refolutions  of  thefe  committees,  and  the  great  dif- 
ficulty on  the  fubjeft  is  your  averfion  to  the  enquiry.  There  are  other  diffi- 
culties, I allow,  the  clilficulties  of  pride,  the  difficulties  of  paffion,  the  dif- 
ficulties of  bigotry,  contraction  of  the  head,  and  hardnefs  of  the  heart. 
Tithes  are  made  more  refpeCtable  than  and  fuperior  to  any  other  kind  of  pro- 
perty. The  high  prieft  will  not  take  a parliamentary  title ; that  is,  in  other 
words,  he  thinks  they  have  a divine  right  to  tithe. 

Whence?  None  from  the  Jetvs;  the  priefthood  of  the  Jews  had  not  the 
tenth;  the  Levites  had  the  tenth,  becaufe  they  had  no  other  inheritance; 
but  Aaron  and  his  fons  had  but  the  tenth  of  that  tenth;  that  is,  the  prieft- 
hood of  the  Jews  had  but  the  hundredth  part,  the  reft  was  for  other  ufes ; for 
the  reft  of  the  Levites,  and  for  the  poor,  the  ftranger,  the  widow,  the  orphan, 
and  the  temple.  But  fuppofing  the  Jewilh  priefthood  had  the  tenth,  which 
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they  certainly  had  not;  the  Chriftian  prielthoocl  does  not  claim  under  them. 
Chrift  vv^as  not  a Levite,  nor  of  the  tribe  of  Levd,  nor  of  the  Jewilh  prieft- 
hood,  but  came  to  proteft  againft  that  priefthood,  their  worfliip,  their  ordi- 
nances, their  patfover,  and  their  circumcifion.  Will  a Chriftian  priefthood 
fay  it  was  meet  to  put  down  the  Jewifti,  but  meet  likewife  to  feize  on  the 
fpoil ; as  if  their  riches  were  of  divine  right,  though  their  religion  was  not ; 
as  if  Chriftian  difintereftednefs  might  take  the  land,  and  the  tithe  given  in 
lieu  of  land,  and  poflefled  of  both,  and  divefted  of  the  charity,  exclaim 
asrainft  the  avarice  of  the  Jews  ? 

O 

The  Apoftles  had  no  tithe,  they  did  not  demand  it ; they  and  he  whofe 
miffion  they  preached,  protefted  againft  the  principle  on  which  tithe  is  found- 
ed. “ Carry  neither  fcrip,  norpurfe,  nor  fhoes ; into  whatever  houfeye  go 
“ fay,  peace.”  Here  is  concord  and  contempt  of  riches,  not  tithe.  “Take 
“ no  thought  what  ye  fhall  eat,  or  what  ye  lhall  drink,  nor  for  your  bodies 
“ what  ye  fliall  put  on fo  faid  Chrift  to  his  Apoftles.  Does  this  look  like 
a right  in  his  priefthood  to  a tenth  of  the  goods  of  the  community  ? 

“ Beware  of  covetoufnefs — feek  not  what  ye  ftiall  eat,  but  feek  the  king- 
“ dom  of  God.” 

“ Give  alms — provide  yourfelves  with  bags  that  wax  not  old,  a treafure 
“ in  Heaven  which  faileth  not.”  This  does  not  look  like  a right  in  the 
Chriftian  priefthood  to  the  tenth  of  the  goods  of  the  community  exempted 
from  the  poor’s  dividend. 

“ Diftribute  unto  the  poor,  and  feek  treafure  in  Heaven.” 

“ Take  care  that  your  hearts  be  not  charged  with  furfeiting,  and  drunken- 
“ nefs,  and  the  cares  of  this  life.” 

One  fhould  not  think  that  our  Saviour  was  laying  the  foundation  of  tithe, 
but  catting  up  the  roots  of  the  claim,  and  prophetically  admonifliing  fome 
of  the  modern  priefthood.  If  thefe  precepts  are  of  divine  right,  tithes  can- 
not be  fo;  the  precept  which  orders  a contempt  of  riches,  the  claim  which 
demands  a tenth  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  for  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel. 

The  peafantry  in  apoftolic  times  had  been  the  object  of  charity,  not  of  ex- 
a61ion.  Thofe  to  whofe  cabin  the  tithe-farmer  has  gone  for  tithe  of  turf, 
and  to  whofe  garden  he  has  gone  for  the  tithe  potatoes,  the  Apoftles  would 
have  vifited  likewife ; but  they  would  have  vifited  with  contribution,  not  for 
exaction  : the  poor  had  fliared  with  the  Apoftles,  though  they  contribute  to 
the  churchman. 
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The  gofpel  is  not  an  argument  for,  but  againft  the  right  divine  of  tithe;  fo 
are  the  firft  fathers  of  the  church. 

It  is  the  boaft  of  Tertullian,  “ Nemo  compellitur  fed  fponte  confert  hcec  quaji 
“ depofita funt  pietatisT 

“ With  us  men  are  not  under  the  neceffity  of  redeeming  their  religion, 
“ what  we  have  is  not  railed  by  compulfion,  each  contributes  what  hepleafes; 
“ modicam  uniifqii'ifque  fipendium  vel  cum  >ceUt,  et  fi  modo  velit,  et  f modo 
“ poffet ; what  we  receive  we  beftOAV  on  the  poor,  the  old,  the  orphan,  and 
“ the  infirm.” 

Cyprian,  the  bifliop  of  Carthage,  tells  you,  the  expences  of  the  church 
are  frugal  and  fparing,  but  her  charity  great;  he  calls  the  clergy  his  f?^a/ res 
fportulantes ; a fraternity  living  by  contribution. 

Forfake,  fays  Origen,  the  priefts  of  Pharaoh,  who  have  earthly  pofleffions, 
and  come  to  us  who  have  none : we  muft  not  confume  what  belongs  to  the 
2)Oor ; we  nmfl;  be  content  with  fimple  fare,  and  poor  apparel. 

Chryfottome,  in  the  clofe  of  the  fourth  century,  declares,  that  there  was 
no  pra6tice  of  tithes  in  the  former  ages ; and  Erafmus  fays,  that  the  attempt 
to  demand  them  was  no  better  than  tyranny. 

But  there  is  an  authority  ftill  higher  than  the  opinions  of  the  fathers  ; there 
is  the  authority  of  a council ; the  council  of  Antioch,  in  the  fourth  cen- 
tury, M'hich  declares,  that  bifhops  may  diftribute  the  goods  of  the  church, 
but  mull  take  no  part  to  themfelves,  nor  to  the  priefts  that  lived  with  them, 
unlefs  neceffity  required  them  juftly ; “ have  food  and  raiment,  be  therewith 
“ content.” 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  church  in  its  purity  ; in  the  fifth  century  decima- 
tion began,  and  Chriftianity  declined ; then  indeed  the  right  of  tithe  was 
advanced,  and  advanced  into  a ftile  that  damned  it.  The  preachers  who  ad- 
vanced the  doftrine  placed  all  Chriftian  virtue  in  the  payment  of  tithe.  They 
fuid  that  the  Chriftian  religion,  as  we  fay  the  Proteftant  religion,  depended  on 
it.  They  faid,  that  thofe  who  paid  not  their  tithes,  would  be  found  guilty  be- 
fore God ; and  if  they  did  not  give  the  tenth,  that  God  would  reduce  the 
country  to  a tenth.  Blafphemous  preachers — grofs  ignorance  of  the  nature 
of  things — impudent  familiarity  with  the  ways  of  God — audacious,  affumed 
knowledge  of  his  judgments,  tind  a falfe  denunciation  of  his  vengeance. 
And  yet  even  thefe  rapacious,  blafphemous  men  did  not  acknowledge  to  de- 
mand tithe  for  themfelves,  but  the  poor — alms ! the  debt  of  charit}^ — the 
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poor’s  patrimony.  “ We  do  not  limit  you  to  a precife  fum ; but  you  will 
“ not  give  lefs  than  the  Jews” — decimce  funt  trihuta  egentium  anmarum 
o'edde  trihuta  pauperibus.  Auguftine  goes  on  and  tells  you,  that  as  many 
poor  as  die  in  your  neighbourhood  for  want,  you  not  paying  tithe,  of  fo 
many  murders  will  you  be  found  guilty,  at  the  tribunal  of  God — tantoriim 
homicidiorum  reus  ante  tribunal  eterni  judicis  appai'ebit.  Let  us,  fays  St. 
Jerome,  at  leaft  follow  the  example  of  the  Jews,  and  part  of  the  whole  give 
to  the  prieft  and  the  poor.  To  thefe  authorities  we  are  to  add,  the  decree  of 
two  councils — the  provincial  council  of  JNIafcon,  in  the  clofe  of  the  fixth 
century,  and  the  decree  of  the  council  of  Nantz,  in  the  clofe  of  the  ninth. 
The  firft  orders  that  tithes  may  be  brought  in  by  the  people,  that  the  prieft 
may  expend  them  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  and  the  redemption  of  captives. 
The  latter  decrees,  that  the  clergy  are  to  ufe  the  tithes,  not  as  a property,  but 
a truft — non  quaji fuis  fed  commendatis. 

It  was  not  the  table  of  the  prieft,  nor  his  domeftics,  nor  his  apparel,  nor  his 
influence,  nor  his  ambition ; but  a Chriftian  equipage  of  tender  virtues — the 
widow,  the  orphan,  and  the  poor;  they  did  not  demand  the  tithe  as  a corpo- 
ration of  proprietors,  like  an  Eaft  India  Company,  or  a South  Sea  Company, 
with  great  rights  of  property  annexed,  diftindl  from  the  community,  and 
from  religion;  but  as  truftees,  humble  truftees  to  God,  and  the  poor,  pointed 
out  they  prefumed  by  excefs  of  holinefs  and  contempt  of  riches.  Nor  did 
they  refort  to  decimation,  even  under  thefe  plaufible  pretenfions,  until  forced 
by  depredation  committed  by  themfelves  on  one  another.  The  goods  of  the 
church  of  whatever  kind,  were  at  firft  in  common,  diftributed  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  church,  and  the  provifion  of  the  poor ; but  at  length  the  more 
powerful  part,  thofe  who  attended  the  courts  of  princes  ; they  who  intermed- 
dled in  ftate  affairs,  the  bufy  high  prieft,  and  the  fervile,  feditious,  clerical 
politician ; and  particularly  the  abbots  who  had  engaged  in  w^ar,  and  had 
that  pretence  for  extortion,  ufurped  the  fund,  left  the  bufinefs  of  prayer  to 
the  inferior  clergy,  and  the  inferior  clergy  to  tithe  and  the  people. 

Thus  the  claim  of  tithe  originated  in  real  extortion,  and  was  propagated 
by  affected  charity ; at  firft,  for  the  poor  and  the  church,  afterwards  fubje6t 
to  the  fourfold  divifion,  the  bilhop,  the  fabric,  the  minifter,  and  the  poor ; this 
in  Europe. 

In  England  tithe  is  not  founded  on  divine  right,  but  was  faid  to  be  intro- 
duced by  murder.  A King  of  Mercia  in  the  feveirth  century  affaffinates  ano- 
ther 
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ther  Prince  in  a moft  barbarous  manner,  and  grants,  with  what  power  I know 
not,  the  tenth  of  his  fubje6ls’  goods,  for  abfolution;  but  in  England,  as  elfe- 
where,  the  fourfold  divifion  took  place  ; fo  fays  Blackftone. 

Nay  the  preamble  of  the  grant  of  Stephen  recognizes  tithe  to  be  alms. 

Since  it  is  divulged  far  and  near  by  the  church,  that  fouls  may  receive  ab- 
folution by  the  grant  of  alms,  “ I,  Stephen,  to  fave  my  o^vii  foul,  that  of  my 
“ father’s,  and  that  of  my  mother's,  and  my  relations.” 

Then  he  goes  on  and  grants  or  confirms  tithes  and  other  things. 

Nay,  there  are  two  a6ts  of  parliament  exprefs,  one  the  13th,  llichard  II. 
providing  that  for  the  appropriation  of  benefices,  there  fliall  be  provifion 
made  for  the  vicar  and  the  poor.* 

The  caufe  of  this  aft  of  parliament  were  benefices  given  to  perfons  wlio  did 
not,  or  could  not  preach,  lay  perfons,  fometimes  nuns,  (as  we  give  them  to 
non-refidents)  to  the  negleft  of  the  poor’s  portion. 

Thefe  principles  were  departed  from,  and  the  truft  moft  undoubtedly  bu- 
ried in  oblivion;  but  let  me  add,  the  Chriftian  religion  was  forgotten  likewife. 

Hence  the  reformation  bringing  back  chriftianity  to  its  old  purity ; and 
hence  a fuperior  and  milder  order  of  priefts,  who  purged  the  fpiritual  and  fome 
of  the  temporal  abominations,  but  did  not  entirely  relinquifii  the  claim  to  the 
tithe;  though  I muft  own  great  numbers  have  too  much  purity  to  infifton  it; 
a claim  which  I have  fliewn  to  have  been  in  its  creation  an  encroachment  on 
the  laity,  and  in  its  application  an  encroachment  on  the  poor.  No  divine 
right,  no,  nor  natural  right:  the  law  of  nature  and  the  law  of  God  are 
the  fame;  the  law  of  nature  doth  not  give  property,  the  law  of  na- 
ture abhors  that  difproportion  of  property  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
claim  of  90O  or  1000  men  to  the  10th  of  the  goods  of  3,000,000;  a 
claim  in  the  3000th  part  of  the  community  to  the  10th  of  its  property  ; for- 
feit on  the  part  of  the  few  ; famine  on  the  part  of  the  many ; a diftribution  of 
the  fruits  of  the  earth;  iinpofiible,  beaftly,  fliocking  in  itfelf,  and  when  ac- 
companied with  a claim  to  extravagant  moderation  and  purity,  ridiculous  and 


* Becaufe  divers  damages  and  hindrances  have  oftentimes  happened  by  the  appropriation  of  be- 
nefices in  fome  places ; it  is  agreed,  that  in  every  licenfe  it  lhall  be  cxprefsly  comprifed,  that  the 
diocefan  of  the  place  fliall  ordain,  according  to  the  value  of  fuch  churches,  a convenient  fum  of 
money  fliall  be  paid  and  diflributed  yearly  out  of  the  fruits  and  profits  of  fome  churches  to  the  poor 
parifliioners  of  fome  churches  in  aid  of  their  fuftenance  for  ever  j likewife  that  the  vicar  be  well  and 
fufficiently  endowed.  Statute  Henry  IV.  confirms  this  a6t. 
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difgufting ; a claim  againft  the  proportions  of  Nature  and  the  precepts  of  the 
gofpel. 

I know  there  are  a6ts  of  parliament  on  this  fubje6l-  The  a6t  of  Henry 
VIII.  which  requires  the  fetting  out  of  the  tithe;  an  a6i;  of  colledion,  not 
creation ; an  ad  which  had  the  lay  impropriator  in  view,  and  which  feems  to 
take  for  granted  a claim  of  fuperftition  founded  on  the  pretence  of  charity. 
I know  there  are  many  fubfequent  ads  (which  are  called  tithe  bills)  intended 
to  alfift  the  colledion  of  cuftomary,  not  full  tithe,  and  in  that  confidence 
granted  by  parliament.  I am  not  noAv  enquiring  whether  the  claim  to  the 
full  tithe  is  legal,  but  whether  the  application  of  that  tithe  for  the  foie  pur- 
pofe  of  fupporting  the  prieft  is  an  ufurpation.  And,  I have  fiievm  you  that 
tithe  was  a charity,  fubjed  to  the  fupport  of  the  poor  in  the  firft  place,  and 
the  prieft  in  the  laft.  I have  Ihewn  you  that  tithe  does  not  ftand  on  the  deli- 
cate ground  of  private  property.  I have  Ihewn  you,  that  it  was  a truft  con- 
verted into  a property,  by  abufe;  which  abufe  the  legiflature  may  controul, 
without  facrilege  or  robbery.  If  a right  to  the  full  tenth  is  yet  infifted  on, 
give  them  the  full  tenth,  on  the  principles  on  which  alone  they  at  firft  ven- 
tured to  demand  it,  fubjed  to  a poor  rate;  let  the  truft  be  executed  ; let  wi- 
dows and  orphans  fliareit;  let  the  houfe  of  induftry  and  the  various  hofpitals 
and  infirmaries  lliare  it;  let  the  houfe  of  God  (now  a hovel  repaired  at  the 
ex'pence  of  parliament,  though,  by  the  canon  law,  it  ftiould  be  repaired  by 
the  priefthood)  fliare  it;  let  the  poorer  order  of  peafantry  lliare  it.  If  the 
clergy  will  infift  on  taking  the  full  tithes  of  his  potatoes,  if  they  take  tlie  Half 
out  of  his  hands,  they  muft  carry  the  peafant  on  their  llioulders.  Thus,  the 
clergy  infifting  on  the  fummim  jus,  and  the  laity  on  t\\Q  fimma  jujt it ia,  the 
former  would  not  be  richer  by  the  change.  I lliould  on  fuch  a change,  con- 
dole with  the  church,  and  congratulate  the  poor;  and  I lliould  applaud  the 
difcretion,  as  well  as  the  moderation,  of  thofe  excellent  paftors,  who  did  not 
rake  up  from  the  allies  of  fuperftition,  this  claim  to  the  tenth,  but  were  fatis- 
lied  with  competence  and  charader,  and  brotherly  love,  and  a right  to  live 
by  their  niiniltry,  a right  fet  forth  in  the  gofpel,  and  which  nature  had  fet 
forth,  even  though  the  gofpel  had  been  lileiit. 

“ Impradicable, — impradicable, — iinpradicable,”  a zealous  divine  will  fay, 
any  alteration  is  beyond  the  power  and  wifdom  of  parliament;  above  the  fa- 
culties of  man  to  make  adequate  provifion  for  900  clergymen  who  defpife 
riches  ! were  it  to  raife  a new  tax  for  their  provifion,  or  for  that  of  a body  lefs 
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holy,  how  eafy  the  tafk ! how  various  the  means ! but,  when  the  propofal  is  to 
diminilh  a tax  already  cftabliihed,  an  impoffibility  glares  us  in  the  face,  of  a 
meafure  fo  contrary  to  our  pradtices  both  in  church  and  hate. 

If  you  think  the  property  of  the  church  divine,  and  that  when  you  affedt  it 
at  all,  you  touch  on  holy  things,  then  call  the  propofal  and  call  the  refor- 
mation prophane,  facrilegious,  blafphemous,  but  never  call  the  propofal  im- 
pradticable.  How  are  the  clergy  paid  in  Holland  ? by  fixed  falary.  How  in 
Scotland  ? by  fixed  falary,  never  lefs  than  1000  marks,  nor  more  than  3000; 
Are  the  clerg}’  in  Scotland  deficient?  Has  hiftory  no  obligation  to  the  clergy 
of  that  fagacious  people?  How  are  the  civil,  militaiy,  and  revenue  eftablilh- 
ments  paid  in  Ireland?  by  fixed  falaiy.  You  have  not  found  it  difficult,  but 
fatally  facile  to  create  fuch  falaries.  In  thefe  laft  twenty  years,  you  have 
created  not  a few,  and  you  have  done  this  for  laymen,  to  whom  falary  was 
the  principal  objedt;  but  for  the  church,  where  the  provifion,  the  temporal 
confideration  is  but  fecondary,  a moderate  means  for  the  fupport  of  the  great 
duty  of  prayer ; to  fuppofe  the  regulation,  or  even  moderation  of  that  pro- 
vnfion  impradticable,  annexes  a moft  tranfcendent  importance  to  what  is  grofs 
and  temporal,  and  a comparative  infignificance  to  what  is  pure  and  fpiritual, 
and  throws  a certain  complexion  of  groffnefs,  and  inabfrinence  on  certain  de-- 
vout  and  moft  learned  controverfialifts. 

If  indeed  you  conceive  what  is  given  in  commutation  ffiould  be  equal  to 
the  tenth  of  your  produce,  the  impradlicability  is  admitted.  While  I admire 
the  enormity  of  the  fuggeftion,  I acknowledge  the  impradticability  of  the  ex- 
ecution of  it.  I believe  the  legiflature  will  never  agree  to  give  them  the  tenth  • 
either  in  commutation  or  tithe,  both  are  impradticable,  fuch  a claim,  and  fuch 
a commutation,  that  90O  men  fliould  have  the  tenth  of  the  property  of 
3,000,000;  and  you  will  find  we  are  much  more ; the  cuftom  of  the  country, 
the  modus  of  feveral  places,  your  own  vote  of  agiftment,  and  above  all  the 
intereft  of  religion,  and  of  frugal  piety  forbid  it;  give  them  the  tenth  and 
you  give  away  your  religion;  but  if  you  mean  a commutation  for  cuftomary 
profits,  not  extravagant  claims,  I think  I have  Ihewn  you  that  commutation 
is  not  impracticable;  I have  lliewn  you  how  their  prefent  livings  can  be  dif- 
covered,  and  can  be  commuted:  the  value  is  not  an  impenetrable  myftery; 
there  is  hardly  a parifli  in  wffiich  you  could  avoid  to  find  twelve  refpectable 
parifliioners  who  would  afcertain  their  ratages,  and  their  income ; nor  is 
there  a clergyman  who  could  not  tell  you,  nor  a tithe  farmer,  nor  a tithe- 
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proctor,  nor  a billiop,  for  he  in  his  traffic  with  the  ininifter  about  tranflation 
generally  gives  in  a fchedule  of  the  value  of  the  livings  in  his  diocefe.  I 
think  it  unneceffary  to  add,  that  there  are  feveral  acts,  and  one  of  the  laft 
feffion,  requiring  fuch  a difeovery,  and  the  ratages  in  certain  cafes  to  be  made 
on  oath. 

]\Ien  are  apt  to  argue  as  if  an  error  in  that  difeovery  might  be  fatal,  as  if 
the  efience  of  religion  was  in  the  quantum  of  folid  food,  and  as  if  30/.  a year 
more,  or  30/.  lefs,  would  be  a difference  decifive  as  to  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel.  The  inaccuracy  that  may  attend  the  various  ways  of  information  on 
this  fubject  cannot  be  much,  and  if  it  lhall  in  a fmall  degree  lower  the  great 
livings  and  raife  the  fmall,  cannot  be  fatal. 

I Ihould  not  willi  to  give  the  minifters  of  the  gofj)el  lefs  than  they  have  at 
prefent,  except  in  fome  cafes  of  hardfliip  and  extortion  ; but  fuppofe  fome  of 
them  did  receive  lefs,  would  the  church  fall?  The  importance  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  accuracy  on  this  queftion  are  both  o\'er-rated. 

This  objection  of  impracticability  therefore  againft  a commutation  is  but  a 
pretence,  and  againft  a modus  is  not  even  a pretence;  or  is  it  impracticable 
to  enquire  into  the  prefent  ratages,  and  on  that  information  to  proceed  ? If 
fo,  if  this  ftep  is  impracticable,  the  abufes  that  grow  out  of  tithes  are  incurable, 
and  then  you  ought  to  reject  the  fyftem  of  tithe  as  an  incorrigible  evil,  and 
recur  to  another  mode  of  paying  your  clergy.  If  a modus  be  impoflible,  a 
commutation  is  necelfary. 

We  are  too  apt  to  conceive  public  cares  impracticable ; every  thing  bold 
and  radical  in  the  diape  of  public  redrefs  is  termed  impracticable. 

I remember  when  a declaration  of  right  was  thought  impracticable;  when 
the  independency  of  the  Irilli  parliament  was  thought  impradicable;  when 
the  eftabliflunent  of  a free  trade  was  thought  impradlicable;  when  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  judicature  of  our  peers  was  thought  impradlicable;  when  an  ex- 
clufion  of  the  legiflative  power  of  the  council  was  thought  impradicable ; 
when  a limited  mutiny-bill  with  Iriffi  articles  of  Avar  in  the  body  of  it,  and 
the  declaration  of  right  in  its  front,  Avas  thought  impradlicable;  Avhen  the 
formation  of  a tenantry-bill,  for  fecuring  to  the  tenantry  of  Ireland  their 
leafehold  intereft  Avas  thought  impradlicable ; and  yet  thofe  things  have  not 
only  come  to  pafs,  but  form  the  bafe  on  Avhich  Ave  hand.  NeA'er  Avas  there  a 
country,  to  A\  hich  the  argument  of  impradlicability  Avas  lefs  applicable  than 
Ireland. 
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Ireland  is  a great  capacity  not  yet  brought  into  aftion ; much  has  been 
civilized,  much  has  been  reclaimed,  hut  fomething  is  to  he  redrefled ; the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  claim  your  attention ; the  heft  hulhandry  is  the 
hulbanclry  of  the  human  creature.  AVhat ! can  you  reclaim  the  tops  of  your 
mountains,  and  cannot  you  improve  your  people  ? Every  animal,  except  the 
tiger,  (as  I have  heard)  is  capable  of  being  reclaimed  ; the  method  is  to  feed, 
to  feed  after  a long  hunger;  you  have  with  your  own  peafantry  began  the 
procefs,  and  you  had  better  complete  the  experiment. 

Inadequate,  inadequate ! interpofes  the  advocate  for  exadlion  ; the  rich  will 
intercept  the  relief  intended  by  parliament. 

This  objedion  fuppofes  the  condition  of  the  peafantry  to  be  poor  in  the  laft 
degree;  it  fuppofes  that  condition  to  arife  from  various  complicated  caufes; 
low  price  of  labour,  high  price  of  land,  number  of  abfentees,  and  other  caufes, 
and  it  refers  the  poor  to  the  hangman  for  regulation,  and  to  Providence  for 
relief;  and  it  juftifies  this  abandonment  of  one  part  of  the  community,  by  a 
crimination  of  the  other:  on  a furmife  that  the  upper  orders  of  men  in  this 
country  are  complete  extortioners,  and  would  convert  abatement  of  tithe  into 
increafe  of  rent,  and  thus  intercept  the  juftice  of  parliament.  Here  I muft 
abfoliitely  and  inftantly  deny  the  fa61; ; the  landlords  are  not  as  deferibed ; 
expenfive  frequently  I allow ; but  an  hofpitable,  a humane  and  atfedionate 
people ; the  genius  of  the  Irifli  nation  is  affedion  ; the  gentlemen  are  not  ex- 
tortioners by  nature,  nor  (as  the  tithe  farmer  is)  by  profeffion.  In  fome 
cafes  they  do  fet  their  land  too  high,  in  many  not,  and  on  that  head  they  are 
daily  becoming  more  reafonable. 

A^our  magiftracy-bill,  your  riot-ad,  your  compenfation-bill,  what  becomes 
of  the  authority  of  thefe  laws  with  the  lower  orders,  if  you  argue  them  into  a 
convidion,  that  the  landlords  of  Ireland,  that  is  the  landed  intereft  who 
palled  thefe  ads  in  their  colledive  capacity,  are  in  their  individual  capacity 
but  fo  many  extortioners  ? Look  to  the  fadt,  to  their  leafes  for  thirty-one 
years,  or  three  lives ; not  like  billiop’s  leafes : look  to  their  lands,  not  like 
church  lands.  See  the  difference  between  the  lands  of  laymen,  who  have  an 
intereft  in  the  inheritance,  and  of  church  men,  who  have  only  the  efprit  de 
corps,  that  is,  a falfe  and  barren  pride  in  the  fucceflion ; look  to  the  landlords’ 
condud;  they  pafl’ed  a tenantry-bill,  the  bilhops’  rejeded  a leafe-bill,  and 
have  almoft  uniformly  refifted  every  bill  that  tended  to  the  improvement  of 
- the  country.  If  by  the  remoteft  poftibility,  their  body  could  be  in  the  fmalleft 
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degree  prejudiced  in  the  moft  infignificant  of  its  leaft  warrantable  pretenfions  ; 
but  if  Hill  you  doubt,  call  forth  the  tenantry,  and  put  the  queftion  to  them; 
do  not  take  your  opinion  from  the  opprelfor ; afk  the  opprelfed,  and  they 
will  tell  you  what  we  know  already,  that  the  great  oppreflion  is  tithe;  the 
middle-man’s  over-reaching,  as  in  many  inftances,  I acknowledge  he  is,  (com- 
pared to  the  tithe-farmer’s)  is  merc-y.  Suppoie  him  as  deftitute  of  com- 
punftion,  he  is  not  armed  with  the  fame  powers  of  torture,  though  he  had  the 
fame  genius  for  oppreffion;  he  has  not  his  own  tribunals,  nor  can  he  put  the 
countryman  to  expence  of  attending  on  Vicar’s  Courts,  nor  of  watching  his 
crop,  nor  of  delaying  his  harvelt  home,  nor  of  notices,  nor  fummonfes,  nor  of 
drinking  at  his  ale-houfe,  while  the  value  of  the  tithe  is  computed,  nor  of  all 
that  train  of  circumftances  and  charge  with  which  tlie  uncertain  dues  of  the 
church  are  now  collected,  at  the  expence  of  the  morals  of  the  people. 

But  if  the  charge  was  founded  in  fa6t,  it  is  not  an  argument,  and  has  no- 
thing to  fay  to  the  queftion,  where  fimilar  exertions  of  oppreffion,  if  morally 
probable,  are  rendered  legally  impoffible.  The  landlord  cannot  in  confe- 
quence  of  exemption  from  tithe,  raife  his  rent  on  his  leffees,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  term.  Now,  do  you  imagine  that  it  is  the  cottier  only,  and 
not  the  leffee  alfo,  that  complains  of  tithe?  they  are  both  aggrieved;  the  te- 
nantry of  Ireland  are  aggrieved,  the  leffee  therefore,  muft  be  relieved  by  the 
plan,  and  the  cottier  cannot  be  equally  oppreffed,  becaufe  he  agrees  for  his 
rent  before  he  fows  his  crop,  but  pjiys  his  tithe  afterwards;  the  latter  of  courfe 
muH  be,  and  the  former  cannot  be,  a charge  for  his  extraordinary  labour. 
Rent  is  a charge  on  land,  tithe  on  labour,  the  one  definite,  the  ether  indefi- 
nite; they  are  not  convertible;  encreafe  your  rent  under  any  pretence,  ftill  it 
muft  avoid  the  eflential  evil  of  tithe ; the  evil  of  being  arbitrary  ; a tax  rifing 
with  induftry.  Suppofe  the  fevereft:  cafe,  one  pound  an  acre  advanced  rent 
for  potatoe  ground,  the  cottier  by  extraordinary  labour,  works  himfelf  com- 
paratively out  of  his  rent,  and  into  a greater  tithe ; thus  extortion  by  rent,  is 
but  a cruel  compulfion  on  extraordinary  labour,  but  tithe  a penalty. 

There  are  certain  arguments,  which  leading  to  fomething  abfurd  and  non- 
fenfical,  are  ftricken  out  of  the  tribe  of  logic;  thofe  arguments  Ihould  meet 
the  fame  fate  'which  lead  to  fomethina;  that  is  worfe  than  either  nonfenfe  or 
abfurdity,  to  cruelty  and  to  oppreffion.  Of  this  tribe  is  the  reafoning  I now 
combat,  an  argument  which  Avould  leave  the  landlords  without  charafter,  to 
leave  the  common  people  without  redrefs;  I condemn  the  premifes,  but  I ab- 
hor 
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hor  the  conclufion.  What ! fhoukl  the  clergy  opprefs  the  poor,  becauie  the 
landlords  (as  is  alleged)  do  fo  already?  becaufe  the  latter  (as  is  alleged)  over 
value  land,  /hall  the  church  overcharge  labour?  becaufe  the  peafant  pays  (as 
is  alleged)  fometimes  five  or  fix  pounds  per  acre  for  his  land,  lhall  he  pay 
tw^elve  or  twenty  fiiillings  to  the  parfon  for  his  potatoes  ? The  premifes  of  this 
argument  impeach  the  character  of  the  higher  order,  and  the  conclufion  would 
fteel  one  order  againft  the  other,  and  the  refult  of  fuch  reafoning  would  leave 
you  (what  it  atfects  to  find  you)  Aricked  and  miferable ; and  common  fenfe 
and  Chriftian  charity  lift  up  their  hands  againft  fuch  an  opprobrious  premife, 
and  fuch  a pernicious  conclufion. 

If  fuch  were  the  ftate  of  our  country,  the  church  fiiould  interpofe  and  give  a 
good  example,  and  not  follow  a bad  one;  they  Ihould  fay,  Ave  Avill  take  the 
lead ; Ave  aa  III  ourfelves  moderate  the  exactions  Avhich  opprefs  the  poor ; if  the 
rich  take  the  advantage,  and  fruftrate  our  pious  intentions,  we  are  not  in  fault ; 
the  character  of  religion  is  free,  her  minifters  do  not  participate  the  plunder 
of  the  people.  The  vote  of  agiftment  left  the  meafure  I propofe  practicable, 
and  made  it  neceflary;  by  that  vote  you  fent  the  parfon  from  the  demefne  of 
the  gentleman  into  the  garden  of  the  cottager;  by  that  Aote  you  faid  you 
fiiall  not  tax  us ; it  remains  for  you  to  fay,  you  fiiall  not  tithe  the  poor  uncon- 
fcionably ; but,  going  as  far  as  that  vote  and  no  farther,  you  declare  to  the 
proprietors  of  tithe,  “ Tithe  the  poor  as  you  pleafe,  proA’ided  aa’c  do  not  pay 
you,”  and  this  is  what  fome  mean  by  their  zeal  in  the  fupport  of  the  church  ; 
this  is  the  more  exceptionable,  AA^hen  you  recollect  that  of  the  poor  Avho  pay 
your  clergy,  there  are  numbers,  of  a different  religion,  Avho  of  courfe  receive 
no  confideration  from  your  clergy,  and  muft  pay  another  clergy.  The  pro- 
tefiant  intereft  may  require  that  thefe  fiiould  contribute  to  the  Proteftant  efta- 
blifiiment;  but  the  proportion  and  the  manner  in  Avhich  you  noAV  make  them 
contribute,  redounds  but  little  to  Proteftant  honour,  either  in  church  or  ftate. 

' Aye!  but  will  you  encourage  tumult?  Will  you  reAAard  the  White-boy? 

* Will  you  giA'e  a premium  to  difturbance? — Sir,  do  not  adA^ert  fo  lightly  to  the 
ftate  of  this  country,  nor  pafsfo  fupercilioufiy  OA'er  general  diftrefs,  as  to  think 
that  the  Right-boy  or  White-boy,  (or  by  ArhateA'er  other  vagrant  denomina- 
tion tumult  delights  to  defcribe  itfelf)  are  the  only  perfons  aa  ho  fuffer  by  tlie 
prefent  ftate  of  tithes;  there  are  two  other  defcriptions  who  are  oppreffed  by 
them,  thofe  who  did  nothing  in  the  late  difturbance,  and  thofe  AA'ho  took  part 
to  quell  them.  Can  you  fuppofe  fo  many  would  have  been  neutral  in  the  fup- 
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preffion,  it’  they  had  not  been  a party  to  the  oppreffion  ? and  have  you  com- 
plained of  the  languor  of  your  magiftracy,  and  the  fupinenefs  of  the  Proteftant 
country  gentlemen,  without  adverting  to  the  reafon?  The  tumult  was  con- 
fined, but  the  futfering  was  extenfive.  But  there  is  another  body  of  men  who 
futfer,  they  who  took  pai  t to  fupprefs.  Have  they  any  pretenfions  ? Do  you 
deny  that  they  are  fuft'erers?  they  will  come  to  the  bar  and  prove  it;  they 
will  prove  two  things  very  material,  very  worthy  your  attention,  their  merit 
and  their  futfering. 

Yes,  but  will  you  innovate  ? Admit  this  argument,  and  we  fit  here  to  con- 
fecrate  abufes.  The  ftatutes  of  Mortmain  were  innovations;  the  fuppreffioii 
of  monafteries  innovation ; the  reformation  innovation;  for,  Avhat  is  the  Pro- 
teftant religion,  but  the  interpofition  of  parliament,  refcuing  Chriftianity  from 
abufes  introduced  by  its  own  priefthood.? 

Inftitutions  divine  and  human  corrupt  by  their  nature  or  by  ours  ; the  heft 
human  inftitution,  the  Brititb  conftitution,  did  fo  corrupt,  that,  at  different 
periods,  it  was  anarchy,  oligarchy,  defpotifm,  and  was  reftored  by  parliament. 

The  only  divine  inftitution  we  know  of,  the  Chriftian  religion,  did  fo  cor- 
rupt, as  to  have  become  an  abomination,  and  was  referred  by  a6t  of  parlia- 
ment. • 

Life,  like  eftabliftiments,  declines,  difeafe  is  the  lot  of  nature,  we  oppofe  its 
progrefs  by  ftrong  remedies,  we  drink  a frefli  life  at  fome  medicinal  fountain, 
or  we  find  afpecific  in  fome  falubrious  herb:  Will  you  call  thefe  reftoratives, 
innovation  on  the  phyfical  oeconomy  ? Why  then,  in  the  political  oeconomy, 
thofe  ftatutes  which  purge  the  public  weal,  and  from  time  to  time  guard 
that  firm  animal  man  againft  the  evils  to  which  civil  fociety  is  expofed,  the 
encroachments  of  the  prieft  and  the  politician. 

It  is  then  on  a falfe  furmife  of  our  nature,  this  obje6tion ; we  live  by  a fuc- 
ceflion  of  amendment ; fuch  is  the  hiftory  of  man,  fuch  above  all,  is  the  hiftory 
of  religion,  where  amendment  was  ever  oppofed  ; and  thofe  cant  expreflions, 
the  fupporting  church  and  ftate,  were  ever  advanced  to  continue  the  abufes 
of  both.  On  thofe  occafions  prejudices  from  the  ragged  battlement  of  fu- 
perftition  ever  fereened  innovation.  When  our  Elizabeth  eftablilhed  the  Pro- 
teftant religion,  ftie  was  called  an  innovatrefs ; when  Luther  began  the 
reformation,  he  was  called  an  innovator;  nay,  when  Herod  and  the  high 
prieft  Caiphas  (and  high  priefts  of  all  religions  are  the  fame)  heard  that  one 
liad  gone  forth  into  the  multitude  preaching,  gathering  the  poor  like  the  hen 
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under  her  wing,  faying  to  the  rich,  give  unto  the  poor,  and  look  for  treafures 
in  heaven,  and  take  heed  that  your  hearts  be  not  overcharged  with  luxury, 
furfeit,  and  the  cares  of  this  life  ; I fay,  when  Herod  and  the  High  Prieft  faw 
the  author  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  thus  giving  comfort  and  countenance, 
and  hope  to  the  poor,  they  were  aftonilhed,  they  felt  in  his  rebuke  of  their 
own  pomp  and  pride,  and  gluttony  and  beaftlinefs,  great  innovation ; they 
felt  in  the  fublimity  of  his  moral,  great  innovation  ; they  faw,  in  the  extent 
of  his  public  care,  great  innovation,  and  accordingly  they  confpired  againft 
their  Saviour,  as  an  innovator ; and,  under  the  pretence  of  fupporting  what 
they  called  the  Church  and  State,  they  ftigmatized  the  redemption  of  man, 
and  they  crucified  the  Son  of  God.  ■ 

If  we  were  defirous  to  retort  on  the  church  the  argument  of  innovation — 
its  own  hiftory  is  fertile;  what  is  the  idea  of  property  in  the  church,  but  an 
innovation?  their  converfion  of  property  from  the  great  body  of  the  Chrif- 
tians,  to  their  own  ufe?  innovation — their  temporal  power?  innovation — 
their  application  for  donations,  equal  to  tenth?  innovation — the  converfion 
of  thefe  donations  to  their  own  ufe  ? innovation — their  excluding  the  fabric 
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of  the  church  as  well  as  the  poor,  from  the  benefit  of  thofe  donations  ? inno- 
vations— their  various  tithe  bills  ? innovation — their  Riot-a6l?  innovation— 
their  Compenfation-a6l  ? innovation. 

To  judge  of  the  obje6lion  of  innovation  againft  my  plan,  fee  what  that  plan 
does  not  do ! 

It  does  not  affe6l  the  do6lrine  of  our  religion — it  does  not  alter  the  church 
eftablilhment — it  does  not  efte6i;  the  conftitution  of  epifcopacy.  The  modus  . 
does  not  even  alter  the  mode  of  their  provifion,  it  only  limits  the  quantum; 
and  limits  it  on  principles  much  lefs  fevere  than  that  charity  which  they 
preach,  or  that  abftinence  which  they  inculcate.  Is  this  innovation?  Mode- 
ration, innovation  ! as  if  the  Proteftant  religion  were  to  be  propagated  in  Irer 
land,  like  the  influence  of  a minifter,  by  bribery;  or  like  the  influence  of  a 
county  candidate,  by  money ; or  like  the  caufe  of  a potwalloping  canvalfer, 
by  the  weight  of  the  purfe  ; as  if  Chrift  could  not  prevail  over  the  earth,  un- 
lefs  Mammon  took  him  by  the  hand.  Am  I to  underftand,  that  if  you  give 
the  parfon  12^.  in  the  acre  for  potatoes,  and  105.  for  wheat,  the  Proteftant 
religion  is  fafe  on  its  rock  ; but  if  you  reduce  him  to  6s.  the  acre  for  pota^ 
toes  and  wheat,  then  Jupiter  lhakes  the  Heaven  with  his  thunder — Neptune 
rakes  up  the  deep  with  his  trident,  and  Pluto  leaps  from  his  throne  ? — argu- 
ments and  appetites  which  depart  from  Chriftian  purity,  are  beft  illuftrated  by 
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Heathen  mythology'.  See  the  curate — he  rifes  at  fix  to  morning  prayers ; he 
leaves  company  at  fix  for  evening  prayer;  he  baptizes,  he  marries,  he  churches, 
he  buries,  he  follows  with  pious  offices  his  fellow-creature  from  the  cradle  to 
the  ffrave-"for  what  immenfe  income  ! —wdiat  riches  to  reward  thefe  inefti- 
mable  fervices  ? Do  not  depend  on  the  penury  of  the  laity.  Let  his  own 
order  value  his  deferts ; 50/.  a year ; 50/.  for  praying,  for  chriftening,  for 
marrying,  for  churching,  for  burying,  for  following  with  Chriftian  offices  his 
fellow  creature  from  cradle  to  grave — fo  frugal  a thing  is  devotion,  fo  cheap 
religion,  fo  eafy  the  terms  on  which  man  may  worfliip  his  Maker,  and  fo  fmall 
the  income  in  the  opinion  of  ecclefiaftics,  fufficient  for  the  duties  of  a clergy- 
man, as  far  as  he  is  connected  at  all  with  the  Chriftian  religion. 

I think  the  curate  has  by  far  too  little — bloated  with  the  full  tenth,  I think 
the  church  would  have  abundantly  too  much. 

The  provifion  of  the  church  is  not  abfolute  property,  like  an  efate,  but 
payment  for  a duty:  it  isafalary  for  prayer,  not  the  gift  of  God  independent 
of  the  dutv.  He  did  not  fend  his  Son  to  fuffer  on  earth,  to  eftablilli  a rich 
priefthood,  but  to  fave  mankind — it  is  the  donation  of  the  laity,  for  the  duty 
of  prayer.  The  labourer  deferves  higher  for  doing  his  duty— he  is  paid  not 
as  a high  prieft,  but  a paftor  in  his  evangelic,  not  his  corporate  capacity-— 
when  he  defires  to  live  by  his  miniftiy,  he  demands  his  right ; when  he  delires 
the  tenth  of  your  wealth,  he  demands  your  right ; and  he  prefumes  riches  to 
be  the  right  of  the  church,  inftead  of  fuppofing  what  he  ought,  the  Gofpel’to 
be  the  right  of  the  people,  and  competency  for  preaching  the  Gofpel,  not 
luxuiy,  to  be  the  right,  as  it  is  the  profeffion  of  the  church.  A provifion  for 
the  iMiniller  of  the  Gofpel  on  its  own  principles,  keeping  clear  of  the  two 
extremes,  poverty  on  one  fide,  and  riches  on  the  other ; both  are  avocations 
from  prayer ; poverty,  Avhich  is  a druggie  how  to  live,  and  riches,  which  are 
an  occupation  how  to  fpend.  But  of  the  two  extremes,  I ffiould  dread 
riches— and  above  all,  fuch  indefinite  riches  as  the  tenth  of  the  induftry,  ca- 
pital, and  land  of  3,000,000,  would  heap  in  the  kitchens  of  QOO  clergymen— 
an  impoffible  proportion  ; but  if  poffible,  an  avocation  of  a very  worldly  kind, 
introducing  gratifications  of  a very  temporal  nature— paffions  different  from 
the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel — ambition,  pride,  and  vain  glory.  Add  to  this 
acquifition  of  the  tenth — the  litigation  which  muff  attend  it ; and  the  double 
avocation  of  luxury  and  law:  conceive  a war  of  citations,  contempts,  fum- 
monfes,  civil  bills,  prodors,  attornies,  and  all  the  voluminous  train  of  difeord, 

carried 


k 


APPENDIX. 


119 


carried  on  at  the  fiiit  of  the  man  of  peace-— by  the  plaintiff  in  the  pulpit, 
againft  the  defendants,  his  congregation.  It  is  a ftrong  argument  againft 
the  tenth,  that  fuch  claim  is  not  only  inconfiftent  with  the  nature  of  things, 
but  abfolutely  incompatible  with  the  exercife  of  the  Chriftian  religion.  Had 
the  Apoftles  advanced,  among  the  .Jews,  pretenfions  to  the  tenth  of  the  pro- 
duce of  Judea,  they  would  not  have  converted  a lefs  perveife  generation  ; but 
they  were  humble  and  infpired  men— -they  went  forth  in  humble  guife,  with 
naked  foot,  and  brought  to  every  man’s  door  in  his  own  tongue,  the  true 
belief;  their  word  prevailed  againft  the  potentates  of  the  earth,  .and  on  the 
ruin  of  the  barbaric  pride,  and  pontilic  luxury— they  placed  the  naked  ma- 
jefty  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 

This  light  was  foon  put  down  by  its  own  minifters,  and  on  its  extinction  a 
beaftly  and  pompous  priefthood  afeended.  Political  potentates,  not  Chriftian 
paftors-— full  of  falfe  zeal,  full  of  worldly  pride,  and  full  of  gluttony— empty 
of  the  true  religion.  To  their  flock  oppreflive,  to  their  inferior  clergy  brutal, 
to  their  king  abje6l,  and  to  their  God  impudent  and  familiar  ; they  ftood  on 
the  altar,  as  a ftepping  ftool  to  the  throne,  glozing  in  the  ear  of  princes,  whom 
they  poifoned  with  crooked  principles  and  heated  advice,  and  were  a faCion 
againft  their  king,  when  they  were  not  his  flaves ; ever  the  dirt  under  his  feet, 
or  a poignard  in  his  heart. 

Their  power  v^ent  down ; it  burft  of  its  own  plethory,  when  a poor 
reformer,  with  the  Gofpel  in  his  hand,  and  in  the  infpired  fpirit  of  poverty, 
reftored  the  Chriftian  religion— -the  fame  principle  which  introduced  Chrifti- 
anity  guided  reformation..  What  Luther  did  for  us,  philofophy  has  done  in 
fome  degree  for  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  that  religion  has  undergone  a filent 
reformation,  and  both  divifions  of  Chriftianity,  unlefs  they  have  loft  their 
imderftanding,  muft  hav^e  loft  their  animofity,  though  they  hav^e  retained  their 
diftindions.  The  priefthood  of  Europe  is  not  now  what  it  was  once ; their 
religion  has  encreafed  as  their  power  has  diminiflied.  In  thefe  countries  par- 
ticularly, for  the  moft  part,  they  are  a mild  order  of  men,  with  lefs  dominion 
and  more  piety  therefore,  their  chara<5ter  for  the  moft  part  may  be  deferibed  in  . 
few  Mwds— morality,  enlightened  by  letters,  and  exalted  by  religion — fuch. 
many  of  our  parochial  clergy,  w'ith  fome  exceptions  however,  particularly  in 
fome  of  the  difturbed  parts  of  the  kingdom — fuch  fome  of  the  heads  of 
the  church — fuch  the  very  head  of  the  church  in  Ireland.  That  comely 
perfonage,  who  prefides  over  a vaft  income,  and  thinks  he  has  great  reve- 
nues, 
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nues,  but  Is  niifiaken,  being  in  fa6l  nothing  more  than  the  ftewarcl  of  the 
poor,  and  a mere  inftrument  in  the  hand  of  Providence,  making  the  heft  poffi- 
ble  diftribution  of  tlie  fruits  of  the  earth  ; nay,  there  are  of  the  church  foine 
fuperior  to  the  prejudice  which  on  the  fubject  of  tithes  may  be  expected.  Of 
all  inftitutions,  fays  Paley,  adverfe  to  cultivation,  none  fo  noxious  as  tithe — 
not  only  a tax  on  induftry,  but  the  induftry  that  feeds  mankind  ; it  is  true  ! 
the  mode  of  providing  for  the  church  is  exceptionable,  and  in  fome  parts  of 
Ireland  has  been,  I apprehend,  attended  Muth  very  confiderable  abufes  : thefe 
are  what  I willi  to  liibmit  to  you  ; you  will  enquire  whether  in  fome  cafes  the 
demands  for  tithes  have  not  been  illegal,  the  colledlion  of  them  oppreffive, 
the  excefs  of  demand  uncharitable,  and  the  growth  of  it  confiderable  and  op- 
preffive. 

Whether  in  all  cafes  the  tithe-farmer  has  been  a merciful  paftor,  the  tithe 
prodlor  an  upright  agent,  and  even  the  vicar  himfelf  a moft  unbialfed  judge. 

In  this  enquiry,  or  in  forming  fome  regulations  from  this  enquiry,  you  will 
not  be  withheld  by  the  arguments  of  pride,  bigotry,  and  prejudice;  that  ar- 
gument, which  refledling  on  God  maintains  the  facred  right  of  exadtions  ; that 
other  argument,  which  refledling  on  parliament  denies  your  capacity  to  give 
redrefs  ; that  other  argument,  which  refledling  on  human  nature  fuppofes  that 
you  inflame  mankind  by  redreffing  their  grievances;  that  other  argument, 
which  traduces  the  landed  intereft  of  Ireland  as  an  extortioner,  and  belies  one 
part  of  the  community  to  continue  the  miferies  of  the  other— an  argument, 
of  calumny,  an  argument  of  cruelty.  Leaf;  of  all  fliould  you  be  withheld  by 
that  idle  intimation  fluffed  into  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  fuggefling  that 
the  church  is  in  danger,  and  holding  out  from  that  aAvful  feat  of  authority, 
falfe  lights  to  the  nation,  as  if  we  had  doated  back  to  the  nonfenfe  of  Sache- 
verel’s  days,  and  were  to  be  ridden  once  more  by  the  fools  and  bigots.  Par- 
liament is  not  a bigot— you  are  no  feclaiy,  no  polemic — it  is  your  duty  to 
unite  all  men,  to  manifefl  brotherly  love,  and  confidence  to  all  men---the 
parental  fentiment  is  the  true  principle  of  government.  Men  are  ever  finally 
clifpofed  to  be  governed  by  the  inftrument  of  their  happinefs.  The  myflery  of 
government  would  you  learn  it  ?— look  on  the  Gofpel,  and  make  the  fource  of 
your  redemption  the  rule  of  authority,  and  like  the  hen  in  the  feripture,  ex- 
pand your  wings  and  take  in  all  your  people. 

Let  bigotry  and  fchifm,  the  zealot’s  fire,  the  high  priefl’s  intolerance, 
through  all  their  difcordancy,  tremble,  while  an  enlightened  parliament,  with 
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arms  of  general  prote6lion,  over-arches  the  whole  community,  and  roots  the 
Proteftant  afcendency  in  the  fovereign  mercy  of  its  nature;  laAvs  of  coercion, 
perhaps  neceffary,  certainly  fevere,  you  have  put  forth  ahead}",  but  your 
great  engine  of  power,  you  hav'e  hitherto  kept  back  ; that  engine,  which  the 
pride  of  the  bigot,  nor  the  fpite  of  the  zealot,  nor  the  ambition  of  the  high, 
nor  the  arfenal  of  the  conqueror,  nor  the  inquifition  Avith  its  jaded  rack  and 
pale  criminal,  never  thought  of ; the  engine  which  aimed  with  phyfical  and 
moral  bleffing  comes  forth,  and  overlays  mankind  by  fervices  ; the  engine  of 
redrefs-— this  is  government,  and  this  the  only  defeription  of  government 
w'orth  your  ambition.  Were  I to  raife  you  to  a great  adl,  I thould  not  recur 
to  the  hiftory  of  other  nations  ; I would  recite  your  own  a6ls,  and  fet  you  in 
emulation  with  yourfelves.  Do  you  remember  that  night,  when  you  gave 
your  country  a Free  Trade,  and  with  your  hands  opened  all  her  harbours. 
That  night  when  you  gave  her  a Free  Conftitution,  and  broke  the  chains  of 
a century— while  England,  eclipfed  at  your  glory  and  your  ifland,  rofe  as  it 
Avere  from  its  bed,  and  got  nearer  to  the  fun.  In  the  arts  that  polifli  life,  the 
inventions  that  accommodate,  the  manufadtures  that  adorn  it,  you  will  be  for 
many  years  inferior  to  fome  other  parts  of  Europe ; but,  to  nurfe  a growing 
people,  to  mature  a ftruggling,  though  hardy  community,  to  mould,  to  mul- 
tiply, to  confolidate,  to  infpire,  and  to  exalt  a young  nation ; be  thefe  your 
barbarous  accomplifhments  ? 

I fpeak  this  to  you,  from  a long  knowledge  of  your  charader,  and  the  va- 
rious refources  of  your  foul,  and  I confide  my  motion  to  thofe  principles  not 
only  of  juftice,  but  of  fire,  Avhich  I have  obferved  to  exift  in  your  compofi- 
tion,  and  occafionally  to  break  out  in  a flame  of  public  zeal,  leaving  the 
minifters  of  the  crown  in  eclipfed  degradation.  It  is  therefore  I have  not 
come  to  you  furnifhed  merely  Avith  a cold  mechanical  plan;  but  haA'e  fubmit- 
ted  to  your  confideration  the  living  grievances,  conceiving  that  any  thing  in 
the  fhape  of  opprefiion  made  once  apparent— oppreffion  too  of  a people  you 
have  fet  free — the  evil  will  catch  thofe  Avarm  fufceptible  properties  Avhicli 
abound  in  your  mind,  and  qualify  you  for  legiflation. 
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CorreSt  Lijis  of  the  Majority  and  Minority  on  the  Quefions  refpeSi- 
ing  the  Regency;  xvith  a Lift  of  thofe  Members^  who  did  not  vote 
on  thofe  Qiiefions.  (P,  220.) 

Majority  on  the  Quefion  refpeQing  the  Regency. 


ABERCROIMBIE,  B.  Clackmanan- 
fliire 

Addington,  H.  Devizes 
Addington,  Hiley,  Truro 
Aldridge,  J.  Queenborough 
Amyatt,  J.  Southampton 
Annefley,  F.  Reading 
Apfley,  Lord,  Cirencefter 
Arden,  Sir  R.  P.  Aldborough. 

Arden,  Lord,  Launcefton 
Banks,  H.  Corfe  Caftle 
Barclay,  R.  Kincardinefliire 
Baring,  F.  Grampound 
Baring,  J.  Exeter 
Barne,  Barne,  Dunwich 
Barre,  Ifaac,  Caine 
Barrington,  J.  Newton,  Hants 
Barwell,  R.  St  Ives. 

Baftard,  Edmond,  Dartmouth 
Bathurft,  P.  Eye 
Bayham,  Lord,  Bath 
Baley,  N.  Anglefea 
Bearcroft,  E.  Hindon 
Belgrave,  Lord,  Totnefs 
Beaufoy,  H.  Yarmouth 
Bellingham,  W.  Ryegate 
Berkeley,  Hon.  G.  Gloucefterfliire 
Bhhop,  Sir  Cecil,  Bramber 


Blackburne,  J.  Lancafliire 
Bloxam,  M.  Maidftone 
Bond,  J.  Corfe  Caftle 
Boone,  C.  Caftle  Rifing 
Bootle,  R.  W,  Chefter 
Bofcawen,  W.  A.  S.  Truro 
Bowyer,  G.  Queenborough 
Bramfton,  T.  B.  Eflex 
Brandling,  C.  Newcaftle 
Brett,  C.  Sandwich 
Brickdale,  M.  Briftol 
Brodie,  Nairn  County 
Brook,  T.  Newton,  Lancaftiire 
Browne,  J.  Hawkins,  Bridgenorth 
Browne,  F.  J.  Dorfetfliire 
Brudenell,  G.  B.  Rutlandftiire 
Burges,  J.  B.  Helftone 
Burton,  F.  Woodftock 
Call,  J.  Callington 
Calvert,  J.  Hertford 
Calvert,  J.  jun.  Tamworth 
Campbell,  Lord  F.  Inverary 
Campbell,  Clay,  Glafgow,  &c. 
Carew,  R.  P.  Ryegate,  &c. 
Cafwell,  T.  Brackley 
Cawthorn,  J.  F,  Lincoln 
Cecil,  Henry,  Stamford 
Chaytor,  W.  Heydon 
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Cocks,  Hon.  J.  S.  Grampoiind 
Colt,  R.  Lymington 
Cornwallis,  Hon.  W.  Portfmouth 
Cotton,  Sir  R.  S.  Chelhire 
Courtown,  Earl  of,  Marlborough 
Crickit,  C.  A.  Ipfwich 
Cruger,  H.  Briftol 
Crutchley,  Jeremiah,  Horlliam 
Curzon,  P.  A.  Leominfter 
Darell,  L.  Heyclon 
Dafliwood,  Sir  H.  Woodftock 
Daws,  J.  Haftings 
Denham,  Sir  J.  S.  Lanarkdiire 
Devaynes,  W.  Barnftable 
Dickins,  F.-  Cambridge  Town 
Dimfdale,  B.  Hertford 
Dolben,  Sir  W.  Oxford  Unirerlity 
Douglas,  A.  Forfardiire 
Douglas,  Sir  G.  Roxburghlhire 
Drake,  W.  fen.  Agmondefliam 
Drake,  W.  jun.  ditto 
Drummond,  H.  Midhurft 
Drummond,  J.  Shaftefbury 
Duncomb,  H.  Yorkfliire 
Dundas,  H.  IMid-Lothian 
Duntze,  Sir  J.  Tiverton 
Edgecumbe,  Hon.  R.  Fowey 
Edmonfton,  Sir  A.  Irvine  Borough,  &c. 
Edwin,  C.  Glamorgandiire 
Egerton,  J.  W.  Brackley 
Egerton,  W.  Hindon 
Eliot,  Hon.  E.  J.  Lilkeard 
Eliot,  Hon.  J.  Lilkeard 
Ellis,  J.  F.  Lellwithiel 
Eftwick,  S.  Weftbury 
Eufton,  Earl  of,  Cambridge  Univerf. 


Fane,  Hon.  H.  Lyme  Regis 
Fane,  Hon.  T.  Plymouth 
Fellows,  W.  Andover 
Fergufon,  Sir  A.  Edinburgh 
Fife,  Earl  of,  Elginlliire 
Fitzroy,  Lord  C.  St.  Edmondlbury 
Fleming,  J.  Southampton 
Flood,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  Seaford 
Fludyer,  G.  Chippingham 
Frafer,  J.  Gatton 
Gamon,  R.  Wincheller 
Gafcoine,  B.  Liverpool 
Gideon,  Sir  S.  Coventry 
Gilbert,  T.  Litchfield 
Gipps,  G.  Canterbury 
Goddard,  Ambrofe,  Wiltlliire 
Gordon,  Lord  W.  Invernefslhire 
Gordon,  I.  Stockbridge 
Gough,  Sir  H.  Bramber 
Gower,  Earl,  Staflfordfliire 
Gower,  Hon.  J.  L.  Appleby 
Graham,  iMarquis,  Great  Bedwin 
Grant,  I.  Sutherlandfliire 
Gregory,  IM.  Newton,  Hants 
Grenville,  Right  Hon.  James,  Buck- 
ingham 

Grenville,  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Speaker, 
Bucks 

Griby,  J.  Suffolk 
Grimftone,  Vifc.  Hertfordfliire 
Grimfton,  Hon.  W.  St.  Albans 
Grofvenor,  Hon.  T.  Chefier 
Hales,  Sir  P.  IMarlborough 
Halifax,  Sir  T.  Aylelbury 
Hamilton,  J.  J.  St,  Germain 
Hamilton,  1.  Haddingtonlhire 
6 Q 2 Hammet 
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Hammet,  Sir  B.  Taunton 
Hardinge,  G.  Old  Sarum 
Hailey,  Right  Hon.  T.  Herefordfliire 
Hawkins,  C.  St.  Michael’s 
Henniker,  J.  New  Romney 
Herbert,  Lord,  Wilton 
Hill,  Sir  Richard,  Shropfliire 
Hill,  J.  Shrewfbury 
Hinchinbroke,  Vifc.  Huntingdon 
Hobart,  Hon.  H.  Norwich 
Houghton,  Sir  H.  Prefton 
Home,  P.  Berwdckfliire 
Horbart,  R.  Bramber 
Honewood,  Sir  J.  Steyning 
Hood,  Alex.  Bridgewater 
Hopkins,  R.  Dartmouth 
Hopkins,  B.  B.  Ilchefter 
Howard,  Sir  G.  Stamford 
Howard,  Hon.  R.  Steyning 
Hungerford,  I.  P.  Leiceflerdiire 
Hunter,  J.  Leominfler 
Jekyll,  J.  Caine 
Jennings,  G.  Thetford 
Jervis,  Sir  J.  Yarmouth 
Johnes,  T.  Radnorfliire 
Johnfton,  Sir  James,  Dumfries 
Irvine,  A.  Eaft  Looe 
Kempe,  T.  Lewes 
Kenfmgton,  Lord,  Haverfordweft 
Kent,  Sir  C.  Thetford 
Knight,  J.  G.  Aldborough 
Kynafton,  J.  Shroplhire 
Langhorn,  Sir  J.  Northamptonfliire 
Langfton,  John,  Sudbury 
Lafcelles,  E.  Northallerton 
Lawley,  Sir  G.  Warwick/hire 


Lenox,  Lord  G.  Suffex 
Lethieullier,  B.  Andover 
Littleton,  Sir  Edward,  Stalfordfhire 
Lincoln,  Earl  of,  Eaft  Retford 
Lewis,  Sir  W.  London 
Lygon,  W.  Worcefterfliire 
Long,  Charles,  Rye 
Long,  Sir  J.  T.  Wiltfliire 
Macdonald,  Sir  Arch.  Newcaftle  under 
Lyne 

Macnamara,  J.  Leicefter 
Macreth,  R.  Afliburton 
Maddocks,  J.  Weftbury 
M‘Dowall,  A.  Wigtown 
Mainwaring,  W.  Middlefex 
Manners,  R.  Bedwin 
Martin,  J.  Tewkelbury 
Mafters,  T.  Gloucefterlhire 
Mawbey,  Sir  J.  Surry 
Medley,  G.  Eaft  Grinftead 
Mefurier,  Paul  Le,  Southwark 
Metcalf,  P.  Horfham 
Middleton,  Sir  C.  Rochefter 
Middleton,  W.Ipfwich 
Millies,  R.  S*  York 
Minchin,  H.  Oakhampton 
Mitford,  John  Bearalfton 
Munro,  Sir  Hedlor,  Invernefs,  &c. 
Montague,  M.  Bofliney,  &c. 

Moor,  J.  Selkirk 
Mornington,  Earl  of,  Windfor 
Mortimer,  H.  W.  Shaftfbury 
Mufgrave,  Lord,  Newark  upon  Trent 
Muncafter,  Lord,  Milbourn  Port 
Murray,  Hon.  J.  Perthlhire 
IMurry,  Hon.  D.  Peebleftiire 


Neville, 
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Neville,  R.  A.  Reading 

Nicholas,  R.  Cricklade 

Nugent,  E.  Buckingham 

Onflow,  Hon.  T.  Guildford 
Orchard,  Paul,  Callington 

Pardoe,  J.  Plympton 

Parry,  J.  Carnarvonfliire 

Peachey,  J.  Shoreham 

Penn,  Richard,  Appleby 
Pennyman,  Sir  James,  Beverley 
Philips,  E.  Somerfetfliire 
Phillipfon,  R.  B.  Eye 

Scott,  Sir  J.  Weobly 

Scott,  J.  Weft  Looe 

Selwyn,  G.  A,  Luggerfliall 

Selwyn,  W.  Whitchurch 

Shaft,  R.  Dowton 

Shuckburgh,  Sir  G.  A.  W.  Warwick- 
fliire 

Smith,  Samuel,  jun.  Worcefter 

Smith,  Samuel,  St.  Germains 

Smith,  Robert,  Nottingham 

Smith,  C.  L.  Leicefter 

Smith 

Phipps,  W.  M.  Pool  Smith,  W.  Sudbury 

Pitt,  Right  Hon.  William,  Cambridge  Smith,  Jofiah,  Devizes 
Pochin,  W.  Leicefterfhire  Smyth,  J.  Pontefraft 


Popham,  Alex.  Taunton 

Powney,  P.  P.  Windfor 

Praed,  W.  St.  Ives 

Prefton,  Sir  C.  Kinghorn,  &c. 
Prefton,  R.  Dover 

Pringle,  M.  Selkirkfliire 

Pye,  H.  J.  Berkfliire 

Pulteney,  W.  Shrewfbury 
Ralhleigh,  P.  Fowey 

Radcliffe,  Sir  C.  F.  Hythe 

Rich,  Sir  T.  Marlow 

Robinfon,  John,  Harwich 
Robinfon,  C.  Canterbury 

Rolle,  J.  Devonfliire 

Rooke,  J.  Monmouthfliire 

Rofe,  G.  Lymington 

Rofs,  C.  Kirkwall 

Roufe,  Sir  J.  Suffolk 

Roufe,  C.  W.  B.  Evefliam 

Roushart,  Sir  J.  ditto 

Ryder,  Hon.  D.  Tiverton 

Sneyd,  W.  Caftle  Riding 

Sotheron,  W.  Pontefra6l 

Stanhope,  W.  S.  Kingfton 

Stanley,  T.  Chicheftcr 

Stephens,  P,  Sandwich 

Stephenfon,  J.  Plympton 

Steward,  Gab.  Weymouth 

Strutt,  J.  Malden 

Stuart,  Hon.  C.  Boftiney 

Sulivan,  R.  J.  New  Romney 

Sumner,  G.  Ilchefter 

Sutton,  J.  Newark 

Sutton,  Sir  R.  Boroughbridge 

Sutton,  G.  Grantham 

Sykes,  Sir  F.  Wallingford 

Sykes,  Sir  C.  Beverley 

Thiftlethwayte,  R.  Hants 

Thomas,  G.  W.  Chichefter 

Thornton,  H.  Southwark 

Thornton,  H.  Kingfton  upon  Hull 
Thornton,  R.  Bridgewater 

Thynne, 
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Thyniie,  Hon.  T.  Weobly 
Townlliencl,  Hon.  J.  T.  Newport, 
Hants. 

Tudway,  C.  "Wells 
Turner,  Sir  G.  P.  Thirk 
Tyrconnel,  Earl  of,  Scarborough 
Vanlittart,  G.  Berkfliire 
Vernon,  R.  NeAvcaflle  under  Line 
Villiers,  Hon.  J.  C.  Old  Saruni 
"Waller,  R.  Chiping  Wycombe 
Watfon,  B.  London 
Weyms,  W.  Fifefliire 
Wenman,  Vifc.  Oxfordfliire 


Weftcote,  Lord,  Bewdley 
Whitbread,  S.  Bedford 
Wilberforce,  W.  Yorklhire 
Williams,  W.  Flint 
Williams,  Sir  H.  Beaumaris 
Wilmot,  J.  Coventry 
Wodehoufe,  Sir  J.  Norfolk 
Wood,  R.  Minehead 
Worcefter,  Marquis  of,  Monmouth 
Wraxall,  N.  W.  Lluggerfhall 
Yonge,  Sir  G.  Honiton 
York,  Hon.  P.  Cambridgefliire 
Younge,  Sir  W.  St.  Mawes 


Minority  on  the  Queftion  refpeBing  the  Regency. 


Acourt,  W.  P.  A.  Heytelbury 
Adam,  W.  Kintore,  &c. 

Amcotts,  Wharton,  Retford 
Anfon,  George,  Litchfield 
Anllruther,  J.  Anftruthercafter,  &c. 
Aftly,  Sir  Edward,  Norfolk 
Bamfield,  Sir  Charles  W.  Exeter 
Baftard,  J.  P.  Devonfliire 
Bafiet,  Sir  Francis,  Penryn 
Baham,  Vifc.  Orford 
Beckford,  Rich.  Arundel 
Bentinck,  Ld.  Edward,  Nottingham 
Benyon,  Richard,  Peterborough 
Bertie,  Hon.  W.  Salilhury 
Bridgeman,  Sir  H.  Wenlock 
Bridgeman,  Orlando,  Wigan 
Bullock,  John,  Elfex 
Burgoine,  lit.  Hon.  J.  Prefton 
Burke,  Rt.  Hon.  Edmund,  Malton 
Burrell,  Sir  Peter,  Bofton 
Burton,  Robert,  Wendover 


Calcroft,  John,  Wareham 
Campbell,  John  Pryfe,  Cardigan 
Carnegie,  Sir  Dav.  Aberdeen,  &c. 
Cavendifli,  Lord  George  H.  Derby 
Cavendilh,  Lord  George,  Derbylhire 
Chriftian,  John,  Carlifle 
Clayton,  Sir  Robert,  Blechingly 
Clayton,  Wm.  Great  MarloAv 
Cleveland,  John,  Barnftaple  ' 

Clive,  Lord,  Ludlow 
Clive,  William,  Bifliop’s  Caftle 
Codrington,  Sir  Wm.  Tewkefibury 
Coke,  Daniel  Parker,  Nottingham 
Coke,  Edward,  Derby 
Colhoun,  Wm.  Bedford 
Collier,  Sir  George,  Honiton 
Conway,  Hon.  Robert,  S.  Wotton 
Ballet 

Conway,  Hon,  George  S.  Oxford 
Conway,  Hon.  Wm.  S.  Downton 
Conway,  Hon.  Hugh  S.  Tregony 

Cooper, 
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Cooper,  Sir  Grey,  Richmond 
Cornewall,  Sir  George,  Herefordfliire 
Cotes,  John,  Wigan 
Cotstbrd,  Edward,  Midhurft 
Courteney,  John,  Tamworth 
Crefpigny,  Philip  Champ.  Alborough 
Crewe,  John,  Chelhire 
Cunynghame,  Sir  W.  A.  Linlithgowfh 
Dalrymple,  Wm.  Wigtown,  &c. 
Darner,  Hon.  George,  Dorchefter 
Darner,  Hon.  Lionel,  Peterborough 
Davers,  Sir  C.  Bury  St.  Edmonds 
Dawkins,  James,  Chippenham 
Delme,  Peter,  Morpeth 
Dempfter,  George,  Cupar,  &c. 
Dickinfon,  Wm.  Rye 
Downe,  Vifc.  Petersfield 
Dun  cannon,  Vifc.  Knarelhorough 
Dundas,  Sir  T.  Sterlinglhire 
Dundas,  T.  Orkney 
Eden,  Sir  John,  Durham 
Edwards,  G.  Noel,  Rutland 
Elliot,  Sir  Gilbert,  Berwick  on  Tweed 
Ellis,  Right  Hon.  Welbore,  W^ey- 
mouth,  &c. 

Elphinhone,  Hon,  G.  K.  Dunbar- 
tondiire 

Erfkine,  Sir  James,  Morpeth 
Evelyn,  Wm.  Hythe 
Ewer,  W.  Dorchefter 
Farrer,  T,  Waieham 
Fetherftonhaugh,  Sir  H.  Portfmouth 
Fielding,  Vifcount,  Berealfton 
Fitzherbert,  T.  Arundel 
Fitzpatrick,  Right  Hon.  R.  Taviftock 


Fletcher,  Sir  H.  Cumberland 
Flemyng,  Sir  Michael  Le,  Weftmor- 
land 

Foley,  Hon.  Andrew,  Droitwich 
Foley,  Hon.  Edv^ard,  W’orcefterfliire 
Forefter,  George,  Wenlock 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Weftminfter 
Francis,  Philip,  Yarmouth,  Me  of 
Wight 

Frederick,  Sir  John,  Chriftchurch 
Fullerton,  Whlliam,  Lauder,  &c. 
Galway,  Vifcount,  York 
Garforth,  J.  B.  Haflemere 
Gould,  Sir  Charles,  Breconfliire 
Gould,  Charles,  Brecon 
Greville,  Right  Hon.  C.  AFarwick 
Grey,  Charles,  Northumberland 
Hamilton,  Right  Hon.  W.  Ger.WMton 
Hanay,  Sir  S.  Camelford 
Harrifon,  John,  Grimfby 
Heneage,  John  Walker,  Cricklade 
Honeywood,  Inlmer,  Kent 
Howell,  David,  St.  Michael’s 
Hunt,  Thomas,  Bodmyn 
Hufley,  W^illiam,  Salilbury 
Jervaife,  J.  Clarke,  Hants. 

Jervaife,  T.  Clarke,  Yarmouth 
Inchinquin,  Earl  of,  Richmond 
Jolliffe,  Wblliam,  Petersfield 
Keene,  WMitfiied,  IMontgomery 
Ken  rick,  John,  Blechingly 
Kinfmill,  Robert,  Tregoney 
Knight,  Richard  Payne,  Ludlow 
Ladbroke,  Robert,  W'arwick 
Lambton,  W.  H.  Durham 

Laurie 
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Laurie,  Sir  Robert,  Dumfriesfliire 
Laurence,  William,  Ripon 
Lee,  John,  Clitheroe 
Legh,  T.  Peter,  Newton,  Lancafliire 
Lemon,  Sir  William,  Cornwall 
Lemon,  John,  Saltafli 
Lifl)iirne,  Earl  of,  Cardiganflhre 
Lifter,  Thomas,  Clitheroe 
Long,  Dudley,  Grimfby 
Lowther,  Sir  William,  Cumberland 
Lowther,  John,  Haflemere 
Lowther,  James,  Weftmorland 
Loveden,  Edward  L.  Abington 
Ludlow,  Earl,  Huntingdonfliire 
Mackbride,  John,  Plymouth 
Mackenzie,  Francis  Hum.  Rofsftiire 
Mackworth,  Sir  Herbert,  Cardiff 
Macpherfon,  James,  Camelford 
Maitland,  Vifcount,  Malmefbury 
Marfham,  Hon.  Charles,  Kent 
Malden,  Vifcount,  Oakhampton 
Mafters;  Richard,  Cirencefter 
Melbourne,  Vifcount,  Malmefbury 
Middeton,  SirW.  Northumberland 
Miller,  Sir  John,  Newport,  Cornwall 
Middleton,  Lord,  Whitchurch 
Molefworth,  Sir  W’^illiam,  Cornwall 
Monckton,  Hon.  Edward,  Stafford 
Montagu,  Right  Hou.  Frederick, 
Higham-Ferrers 
Molineux,  Crifp,  King’s  Lynn 
Morgan,  John,  Monmouthftiire 
Morftiead,  Sir  John,  Bodmyn 
Moftyn,  Sir  Roger,  Flintftiire 
Moyfey,  Abel,  Bath 
Mundy,  Edward,  M.  Derbyfhire 


Myddleton,  Richard,  Denbigh 
Nedham,  William,  Winchelfea 
Nelbit,  John,  Whnchelfea 
Newhaven,  Lord,  Gatton 
Newnham,  Nathaniel,  London 
Forth,  Lord,  Banbury 
North,  Hon.  G.  A.  Wotton  Bafiet 
Norton,  Hon.  Chappie,  Guilford 
Old,  John,  Wendover 
Ofbaldifton,  George,  Scarborough 
Owen,  Hugh,  Pembroke 
Owen,  Whlliam  Moftyn,  Montgomery- 
ftiire 

Page,  Francis,  Oxford  Univerfity 
Palmerftone,  Vifcount,  Boroughbridgc 
Parker,  Sir  Peter,  Malden 
Parkyns,  Thomas,  Boothby,  Stock- 
bridge 

Payne,  John  Willet,  Huntingdon 
Pelham,  Right  Hon.  Thomas,  Suflex 
Pelham,  Hon.  Henry,  Lewes 
Pelham,  Charles  A.  Lincolnfliire 
Penrhyn,  Lord,  Liverpool 
Penton,  Henry,  Winchefter 
Philips,  J.  G.  Carmarthen 
Pierrepont,  Charles,  Nottinghamfhire 
Plumer,  William,  Herts. 

Popham,  Whlliam,  Milbourn  Port 
Powys,  Thomas,  Northamptonflnre 
Purling,  John,  Weymouth 
Rawlinfon,  Sir  Walter,  Huntingdon 
Rawlinfon,  Abram,  Lancafter 
Ridley,  Sir  Mathew  White,  Newcaftle 
on  Tyne 

Rufhworth,  Edward,  Newport,  Hants. 
Ruflel,  Lord  John,  Xaviftock 
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St.  Aubin,  Sir  John,  Penryn  Swinburne,  Sir  J.  E.  Launcefton 

St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrew,  Bedford-  Taylor,  Clem.  Maidftone 


iliire 

Salt,  Samuel,  Aldborough 
Satterthwaithe,  J.  C.  Cockermouth 
Saville,  Hon.  R.  Lumley,  Lincoln 
Sawbridge,  John,  London 
Scott,  Thomas,  Bridport 
Scudamore,  John,  Hereford 
Senhoufe,  H,  Cockermouth 
Sheridan,  Richard  B.  Stafford 
Sinclair,  Sir  John,  Leftwithiel 
Skene,  George,  Aberdeenfliire 
Sloane,  Hans,  Chriftchurch 
Sloper,  William  Charles,  St,  Alban's 
Smyth,  Sir  Robert,  Colchefter 
Spencer,  Lord  Charles,  Oxfordfliire 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert,  Oxford  City 
Stanley,  Thomas,  Lancafliire 
Stephenfon,  Roland,  Carlifle 
Stewart,  Alexander,  Kircudbright 
Strachey,  Henry,  Bifliop's  Caftle 
Stuart,  Hon.  James,  Butelhire 
Stuart,  John  Shaw,  Renfrewfliire 
Sturt,  Charles,  Bridport 


Taylor,  JVIichael  Angelo,  Poole 
Tempeft,  John,  Durham  City 
Thorold,  Sir  John,  Lincolnfliire 
Townfhend,  Lord  John,  Weftminfter 
Tanneck,  Sir  Gerard  William,  Dun- 
wich 

Vaughan,  Hon.  John,  Berwick  on 
Tweed 

Vyner,  Robert,  Thirfk 
Copper  Offory,  Earl  of,  Bedfordfliire 
Walpole,  Hon.  Horatio,  Lynn-Regis 
Walwyn,  James,  Hereford 
Warren,  Sir  George,  Lancafler 
Webb,  John,  Gloucefter 
Weddell,  William,  IVIatton 
W'hitmore,  Thoma.s,  Bridgenorth 
Wilbraham,  Roger,  Helfton 
Windham,  Right  Hon.  William,  Nor- 
wich 

Wh'nnington,  Edward,  Draftwieh 
Wrightfon,  VYilliam,  Aylelbury 
Wynn,  Glynn,  Carnarvon 
Wynn,  Sir  W.  Williams,  Derbylliirc 


Lift  of  thofe  Members  ii'ho  ha've  not  voted  on  the  Quefion  refpe6iing 


the 

Adeane,  J.  W.  Cambridge 
Ambler,  Charles,  Saltadi 
Aubrey,  Thomas,  Wallingford 
Aubrey,  Sir  John,  Bucks. 

Barnard,  Vifcount,  Totnefs 
Beckford,  William,  Wells 
Campbell,  Sir  James,  Culrofs,  &c. 
VoL.  11. 


Regency. 

Clavering,  Sir  Thomas,  Durham 
County 

Compton,  Lord,  Northampton 
Cunninghame,  Right  Hon.  Robert, 
Eaft  Grinftead 

Cuft,  Francis,  C.  Grantham 
Eden,  Right  Hon.  W.  Heytefbury 
Q R Fergufon, 
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Fergufon,  James,  Bamffshire 
Goodricke,  Sir  John,  Ripoii 
Hare,  James,  Knarelborough 
Lewis,  Edward,  New  Radnor 
Luttrell,  John  Fownes,  Minehead 
IManiell,  Sir  William,  Carmarthenfliire 
Milford,  Lord,  Pembrokefliire 
IMitford,  William,  Newport,  Cornwall 
Montgomerie,  Hugh,  Airdiire 
Orde,  Right  Hon.  Thomas,  Harwich 
Palk,  Lawrence,  Alhburton 
Peyton,  Sir  Henry,  Cambridgefliire 


Pitt,  Hon.  George,  Dorfetfliire  ' 
Rumbold,  Sir  Thomas,  Weymouth 
Rulfel,  Lord  William,  Surrey 
Smith,  Nathaniel,  Rochefter 
Trevanion,  John,  Dover 
Trevelyan,  Sir  John,  Somerfetflnre 
Trottman,  F.  Northampton 
Vaughan,  E.  Lloyd,  Merioneththire 
Watherftone,  Dalhoufie,  Bofton 
Wilks,  John,  Middlefex 
Wycombe,  Lord,  Chip.  Wycombe 


No.  LXXX. 

Protejis  upon  the  Regency.  (P.  247.) 

Dissentient. 

BECAUSE  the  undoubted  right  and  indifpenfible  duty  declared  in  the 
faid  refolution  to  have  been  exercifed  and  difcharged  by  the  lords  and  com- 
mons of  Ireland,  and  to  which  it  is  alleged  they  are  alone  competent,  do  not 
in  any  legal  or  found  fenfe  appear  to  us  to  have  any  exiftence.  And  becaufe 
the  alfuming  a right  in  the  lords  and  commons  alone  to  confer  upon  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  government  of  this  kingdom,  under 
the  Itile  and  title  of  Prince  Regent  of  Ireland,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  majefty,  to  exercife  and  adminiller  according  to  the  laws  and  conlli- 
tution  of  this  kingdom,  all  regal  powers  and  prerogatives  to  the  crown  and 
government  thereof  belonging,  or  the  addreffmg  his  royal  highnefs  to  take 
upon  himfelf  fuch  government  in  manner  aforefaid,  before  he  be  enabled  by 
law  fo  to  do,  feems  to  us  altogether  unwarrantable,  and  to  be  highly  dangerous 
in  its  tendency  to  difturb  and  break  the  conftitutional  union,  whereby  this 
realm  of  Ireland  is  for  ever  knit  and  united  to  the  imperial  crown  of  Eng- 
land, on  which  connection  the  hapjiinefs  of  both  kingdoms  elfentially  depends; 
and  we  are  the  more  apprehenfive  of  danger,  left  the  fo  doing  Ihould  be  con- 
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lidered  as  tending  to  the  prejudice,  difturbance  or  derogation  of  the  king’s 
niajefty  in,  of,  or  for  the  crown  of  this  realm  of  Ireland. 

Mountmorris,  by  proxy  Lifford,  C. 

CourtoArn,  by  proxy  R.  Dublin 

Ennifkillen,  by  proxy  Conyngham 

Wornington,  by  proxy  Tyrone 

Altamont,  by  proxy  BedtiA^e 

John  Clogher,  by  proxy  ChetAiynd 

George  LcAvis,  Kilinorc  Valentia 

William  Lcighlin  and  Ferns  Longford 

PoAverfcourt  Glandore 

IIillfl)orough  Ranelagh 

Carhainpton  Harberton 

Lanefborough  Bellamont 

William  Olfory 

Dijfentitnt . 

BECAUSE  Avhen  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  his  majefty’s  repre^ 
fentative  here,  hath  told  us  that  under  the  impreffions  of  his  official  duty  and 
of  the  oath  that  he  hath  as  chief  goA^ernor  of  this  kingdom,  he  is  obliged  to 
decline  tranfmitting  to  Great  Britain  the  addrefs  of  bothhoufesof  parliament 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  it  doth  not  confift  AAnth  that  de- 
corum, Avith  that  juflice,  and  that  graA^e  proceeding,  in  Avhich  this  houfe, 
the  great  and  dernier  court  of  juftice,  Avill  CA’er  acl,  to  proceed  to  a condem- 
nation and  cenfure  of  his  excellency  Avdthout  being  alloAved  to  enquire  and 
look  into  the  conftitution  of  his  office  or  into  his  oath.  And  befides,  aa'c  can- 
not confider  it  as  a Avant  of  refpefl  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  not  tranfmitting  the  faid  addrefs  to  him,  as  it  'would  expofe  his  royal  high- 
nefs to  difficulty  and  cmbarraffment,  by  laying  him  under  the  difagrccable 
neceffity  of  deciding  upon  great  legal  and  conftitutional  principles,  in  Avhich 
his  royal  highnefs’s  future  interefl,  and  the  rights  of  that  imperial  croAvn,  Avhich 
he  is  born  to  inherit,  may  be  very  deeply  concerned,  and  moreover,  Ave  con- 
ceiv'e  this  houfe  ought  ever  to  be  mindful  of  the  ftation,  in  Avhich  the  conffi- 
tutionhath  placed  it,  and  ought  to  refill  evxry  thing,  Avhich  partakes  of  intem- 
perance. and  excefs. 

Mountmorris,  by  proxy  Mornington,  by  proxy 

CourtOAvn,  by  proxy  Ennilkillen,  by  proxy 
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Altamont,  by  proxy 

George  Lewes  Kilmore 

J ohn  Clogher,  by  proxy 

W.  Leighlin  and  Perms 

Lanelborough 

Powerfcourt 

Hillfborough 

Carhampton 

Bellamont 

Valentia 


Lifford,  C. 

Tyrone 

Langford 

Glandore 

Bedfive 

Harbertown 

R.  Dublin 

Ranelagh 

W.  Offory 

Conyngham 


Dijfentient. 

BECAUSE  although  defirous  to  exprefs  our  humble  thanks  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  his  gracious  anfwer  to  the  addreffes  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  that  to  a degree,  which  might  induce  us  to  pafs 
over  the  departure,  which  there  feems  to  be  in  the  mode  and  form  of  this  ad- 
drefs  from  the  ufual  courfe  and  proceedings  of  parliament,  yet  we  cannot 
agree  to  this  addrefs,  which  doth  not  confift,  as  we  conceive,  with  thofe  con- 
ftitutional  principles,  which  are  maintained  in  our  protefts  of  February  laft,  and 
to  which  we  adhere. 

Harberton  Lifford 

Tyrone  R.  Dublin 

Lanefbo  rough  Ranelagh 

O O 


William  Offory 

Glandore 

Mountmorris 


Chetwynd 

Langford 

Altamont 


No.  LXXXI. 

{PagelAg.) 

Iloufe  of  Lords,  on  a Motion  for  adjourning  the  Conf  deration  of  the  Ad- 
drefs to  the  Prince  of  J Vales  to  a diflant  Day,  the  Divi/ion  xvas  as  fol- 
lows : 

Against. 

Earl  Meath 
Drogheda 


Arch.  Cafliel  Tuam 
Duke  Leinfter 


Granard, 


APPENDIX. 


Earl  Granard 

Vifc.  Defer 

Shannon 

Clifden 

Clanbrayfil 

Gasford 

Belvidere 

Doneraile 

Louth 

Pery 

Arran 

Bilhop  Waterford 

Miltown 

Cloyne 

Charlemont 

Limerick 

Grandifon 

Killala 

Rofs 

Baron  Kinfale 

Clan  william 

Dunfany 

Aldborough 

Caftleftewart 

Mountcalhel 

Belmore 

Portarlington 

Welles 

Farnham 

Leitrim 

Vifc.  Mountgarret 

Landaff 

Strangford 

Donoughmore 

Allen 

Loftus 

Chancellor 

(Teller,  Lord  Farnham) 

For 

Vifc.  Chetwynd 

Archb.  Dublin 

Ennifkillen 

Earl  Tyrone 

Erne 

Hilfborough 

Bidiop  Kilmore 

Beftive 

Olfery 

Lanelborough 

Ferns 

Bellamont 

Baron  Longford 

Gian  do  re 

Conyngham 

Carhampton 

Harberton 

Vifc.  Valentia 

Earlsford 

Ranelagh 

Earl  Roden 

(Teller,  Lord  Bellamont.) 

Proxies. 

Against. 

Lifmore 

Baron  IVIuflveiy 
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Earl  Altamont 
Courtown 
IMoruington 


For 

Vifc.  Moun  tin  orris 
Baron  Carysford 
Arden 


Againft  the  Adjournment  in  the  Commons. 


Hon.  Arth.  Achefon 

Thomas  Adderley 

George  Ager 

Hen.  Alcock 

James  Alexander 

Hon.  Alexander 

Mcr.  Archdall 

Sir  Fitz  Aylmer 

Thomas  Burton 

John  Blakeney 

Sir  John  Blaquiere 

Henrv  V.  Brook 
«/ 

Athur  Brown 

Right  Hon.  W.  Brownlow 

Hon.  Bruen 

George  Bun  bury 

George  Burdett 

Thomas  Burgh,  (Old  Town) 

George  P.  Bulhe 

AVhlliam  Burton 

And.  Caldwell 

Hugh  Cane 

Eph.  Carroll 

Sir  H.  Cavcndifli 

Sir  H.  Colthurft 

Right  Hon.  T.  Conolly 

Henry  Cope 

Ifaac  Corry 

J.  L.  Cotter 

Roger  Cotter 


Sir  E.  Crofton 

Ath.  Dawfon 

Thomas  DaAvfon 

Simon  Digby 

Robert  Dillon 

John  Dunn 

George  Dunbar 

Sir  Thomas  Fetherfton 

Lord  Hen.  Fitzgerald 

Warden  Flood 

Hon.  William  Forward 

Sir  John  Freke 

Daniel  Gahan 

Right  Flon.  Henry  Grattan 

Godfrey  Greene 

Richard  Griffith 

William  Handcock 

Francis  Hardy 

Travers  Hartley 

Sir  Henry  Hartftone 

Henry  Hatton 

Samuel  Hayes,  (Dun bo) 

Jofeph  Hare 

Sit  Francis  Hutchinfon 

Denham  Jephfon 

John  Hely  Hutchinfon 

Lord  Jocelyne 

Ger.  Jocelyne 

William  Todd  Jones 

Sir  Allen  Johnfon 
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Hon.  Thomas  Knox 

Hon,  Her.  Rowly 

Sir  Hercules  Langriflie 

Right  Hon.  H,  L.  Rowley 

Robert  Langrillic 

George  Sandford 

Charles  Lellie 

Charles  Francis  Sheridan 

Thomas  Loftus 

Mich.  Smith 

John  jMetge 

Sir  Skeffington  Smith 

Alexander  Montgomery 

John  Staples 

John  IVIontgomery 

Sir  Annefley  Stewart 

Nathaniel  IMantz  Moor 

James  Stewart  (Tyrone) 

Hon.  John  Moor 

Hon.  John  Stratford 

John  Moor 

Daniel  Toler 

Lodge  Moires 

Charles  Tottenham 

Sir  William  Morris 

R.  Tottenhan 

Sir  Richard  Mufgrave 

N.  Loftus  Tottenham 

Thomas  Nelbitt 

John  Townfhend 

Richard  Neville 

James  Uniacke 

Sir  Edward  Newenham 

Robert  Uniacke 

T.  B.  OTlarerty 

John  Uflier 

Rio-ht  Hon,  Georo-e  O^ele 

o o o 

John  Warburton 

Charles  O’Hara 

Hon.  Edward  AVard 

Right  Hon.  John  O’Neill 

Auguftus  Warren 

Edrn.  Pery 

Robert  Welfli 

Thomas  Pegatt 

Nic.  Weftley 

George  Ponfonby 

Tohn  Wolf 

John  Prefton 

Hon.  IMajor  CufFe 

Jofeph  Prefton 

Hugh  Howard 

Henry  Pritty 

J.  Leigh 

Thomas  Richardfon 

Sir  James  May 

William  Rfichardfon 

Thomas  Hobfon 

(Tellers 

Mr,  Grattan  and  Mr.  Conolly.) 

For  the  Adjournment. 

Richard  Annefley 

John  Chatterton 

Right  Hon.  J.  Beresford 

Theo.  Clements 

Sir  J.  Browne 

Charles  H.  Coote 

Robert  Boyd 

Henry  Coddington  - 

Thomas  Bugh 

IMaurice  Copingcr 

John 
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John  Craddock 
William  Cunningham 
Denis  Daly 
Sir  Charles  Defvoux 
Lord  Delvin 
James  Fitzgerald  (Prime  Serjeant) 
Jolm  Fitzgibbon 
Sir  Fred.  Flood 
Alleyne  Fitzherbert 
T.  J.  Fofter 
Luke  Gardener 
John  G.  Leitrim 
Sackville  Hamilton 
Sir  J.  S.  Hamilton 
J.  Harrifon 
L.  H.  Harmon 
Samuel  Hayes,  (Avondale) 

Sir  Hugh  Hill 
Lord  Headford 
R.  Herbert 
Hon.  Mr.  Hewitt 
R.  Hobert 
Peter  Holmes 
Sir  Richard  Johnfon 
R.  Johnfon  (Counfellor) 

Theo.  Jones 
Lord  Kilwarden 
Edward  King 
Lord  Kingfborough 
David  Latouche 
John  Latouche 
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Sir  N.  Lawlefs 
Peter  Latouche 
Richard  Longfield 
Mont.  Longfield 
Georges  Lowther 
R.  Magennis 
M.  Mafon 
John  M‘Clontack 
Sir  R.  G.  Meredyth 
George  Molyneux 
Sir  L.  O’Brien 
L.  Parfons 
C.  Price 

Hon.  Thomas  Packinham 
Sir  John  Parnell 
George  Rawfon 
Richard  Penefather 
Sir-B.  Roche 
R.  Rofs 
John  Reilly 
Prendergaft  Smyth 
William  Smyth  (Wefimeath) 
Henry  Stewart 
Edward  Tighe 
Fred.  Trench 
John  Toler 
John  Tydd 
R.  Vowel 
Nat.  Warren 
A.  Wolfe 


(Tellers,  Lord  Kilwarden  and  Mr.  Fitzgibbon.) 
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No.  LXXXII. 

Report  of  the.  Commijfioners  on  the  Police  Bill.  (P.  269.) 

Mr.  Speaker, 

YOUR  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  commiffioners  of  police,  having  met  according  to  order,  and  called  for 
fuch  papers  as  appeared  to  them  to  be  neceffary,  and  alfo  examined  feveral 
witneffes  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  faid  accounts,  in  the  moll  folemn  manner, 
direded  me  to  report  as  follow  s : 

Your  committee  having  examined  the  accounts  laid  before  them  by  the 
commiffioners  of  police,  do  find,  that  in  the  two  years  and  a half,  which 
their  inititution  has  fubfifted,  ending  the  25th  of  March  laft,  they  have  fpent 
more  than  51,000/.  of  the  money  of  the  public. 

They  find  further,  that  the  total  expence  of  the  firft  year,  including  the 
falaries  paid  to  the  commiffioners  and  divifional  juftices,  amounted  to 
20, ; 97/.  9^.  lOd.  and  of  the  fecond  year  to  1 9,98 1/.  Os.  ^\d.  of  which  fums  your 
committe;*  find  that  the  fum  of  QfiQIl.  13^.  \0d.  Avas  the  charge  for  the 
watch  in  the  firft  year,  and  9,500/.  in  the  fecond  year,  and  that  the  remainder 
(being  a fum  of  10,514/.  l6.y.  in  the  firft  year,  and  10,481/.  Os.  2|r/.  in  the 
fecond)  has  been  expended  in  falaries  and  other  charges,  which  have  at- 
tended this  eftabliffiment. 

Your  committee  then  proceeded  to  examine  into  the  particulars  of  thefe 
laft  fums,  and  find,  that  a fum  of  4,000/.  and  upwards  has  been  expended 
for  the  police  houfe,  and  the  houfes  and  offices  of  the  divifional  magiftrates, 
and  of  the  high  and  chief  conftables,  and  for  furniture. 

Your  committee  further  find  among  many  other  unfuitable  and  objectio- 
nable articles  compofing  the  laft  mentioned  fum  of  4,000/.  there  is  a charge 
of  138/.  10^.  Qd.  for  looking  glaffes,  and  99/.  85.  3ir/.  for  Wilton  and  other 
carpets. 

Your  committee  proceeded  further  to  examine  the  expence  of  the  police 
cavalry,  and  find  that  above  4,600/.  have  been  expended  for  the  forty  horfe 
of  the  police  eftabliffiment  in  the  two  firft  years,  although  it  appears  to  the 
committee,  that  the  keeping  any  horfe  policemen  was,  and  is  unneceffary,  and 
confequently  that  the  laft  mentioned  fum  was  an  expence  ufelefs  to  the  public. 
VoL.  II.  6 s ■ It 
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It  alfo  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  additional  watch  at  gd.  per  day 
has  not  anfwered  the  defired  effe6t. 

Your  committee  having  obferved  an  excefliv^e  charge  for  the  article  of 
coals,  and  enquired  into  the  application  thereof,  do  find,  that  about  406 
tons  have  been,  on  an  average,  the  annual  confumption,  of  which  48  tons 
have  been  the  allowance  to  the  four  divifional  magiftrates ; about  20p  to 
high  and  chief  conftables,  the  houfe  of  corre6lion,  and  watch  houfes;  and 
for  the  remaining  quantity  of  above  180  tons,  there  appears  no  account 
except  for  fuch  part  thereof,  as  may  have  been  confumed  at  the  police  houfe. 

Your  committee  have  further  to  obferve,  that  the  commiflioners  appear 
to  have  made  an  improvident  contradl,  in  paying  20^,  a ton  in  the  fecond 
and  third  years,  the  coal  faftor  who  furnifiied  the  firft  year  having  declared 
liis  readinefs  to  continue  his  contrail  at  ip^. 

Your  committee  then  proceeded  to  confider  the  charge  under  the  head  of 
itationary,  and  find  it  to  be  for  the  two  years  and  a half  3,31 6/.  6^.  6i</.  On 
this  extraordinary  charge  your  committee  have  to  obferve,  that  upwards 
of  150/.  were  paid  for  gilt  paper,  and  4p/.  8^.  ScL  for  fealing  wax,  in  the 
firft  year  and  a half,  ending  the  25th  of  March,  1 788 ; charges  unwarrantable 
and  unnecefiary,  which  are  confirmed  by  the  charge  of  13/.  being  found  fuf- 
ficient  for  both  thofe  articles  in  the  following  year. 

Your  committee  find  a confiderable  and  very  extraordinary  charge  for 
books,  fome  of  which  appear  to  be  unnecefiary,  and  by  no  means  apper- 
taining to  the  bufinefs  of  the  police,  the  catalogue  of  which  was  prefented  to 
the  houfe  laft  fefiion. 

Your  committee  alfo  find,  that  the  commifiioners  of  police  have,  for  the 
lafi  year  and  three  quarters,  paid  by  agreement  to  their  ftationer  104/.  1^.  Qd. 
per  quarter  (which  is  about  8/.  a week),  for  compiling  and  printing  the 
Hue  and  Cry,  and  for  occalional  hand  bills,  of  which  fum  he  allows  one 
guinea  per  week  to  a clerk  for  compiling  the  Hue  and  Cry,  and  he  calculates 
the  occafional  hand  bill  at  feven  fiiillings  per  week,  which  leaves  about  6/.  10.y. 
to  faid  ftationer,  for  printing  the  faid  Hue  and  Cry. 

Your  committee  then  examined  John  Chambers  and  Thomas  M‘Donnel, 
mafier  printers,  and  found  they  would  undertake  to  print  the  Hue  and  Cry, 
on  a paper,  and  with  a type  of  the  fame  kind,  as  thofe  made  ufe  of  for  it, 
for  about  3/.  l‘3.s.  per  week  lefs  than  is  now  paid  by  the  commifiioners. 

Your  committee  think  it  necefiary  alfo  to  take  notice,  that  a fum  of  246/. 
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18.y.  fid.  vas  paid  in  the  firft  year,  and  153/.  145.  7 id.  in  the  iecond,  for 
advertifenients  in  newfpapers. 

Your  committee  think  it  their  duty  to  obferve,  that  there  is  a charge 
of  176/.  7-y*  ^^d.  fora  furvey  and  maps  of  the  metropolis  diftri6l. 

Your  committee  further  find,  that  about  900/.  have  been  expended  in 
law  fuits,  in  the  greater  part  of  which  the  commilTioners  of  police  have  been 
unfiiccefsful. 

Your  committee  proceeded  to  examine  into  the  ftoppages  made  from 
the  police  watchmen,  and  find,  that  ]id.  per  day,  amounting  to  2/.  135.  2^d. 
a year,  is  flopped  for  clothing  from  the  daily  pay  of  each  police  night 
watchman,  which  (for  the  400  men)  amounts  to  1004/.  11 5.  8d.  a year; 
and  that  2kd.  per  day,  amounting  to  3/.  85.  5ld.  a year,  is  flopped  for 
clothing  from  each  watch  conflable,  which,  for  40  men  comes  to  136/. 
17<y.  6d.  a year,  which  ftoppages  amount  in  the  whole  to  1,201/.  95.  2d.  per 
annum. 

Your  committee  further  find,  that  the  clothing,  to  which  fuch  floppages  is 
applied,  confifls,  for  the  night  watchmen,  of  coat,  waifleoat,  breeches,  flannel 
under  waifleoat,  one  pair  of  long  gaiters,  and  hat  and  cockade,  for  all  which 
the  price  paid  by  contract  amounts  to  2/.  45.  5d.  per  man  yearly,  and  for  the 
400  men  to  888/.  65.  8d.  and  that  the  clothing  of  40  watch  conftables  con- 
fifls of  the  aforefaid  articles,  and  alfo  of  filver  lace,  loop  and  button  for 
the  hat,  and  of  a filver  epaulet,  all  which  clothing  cofls  2l.  195.  \ld.  per  man, 
and  for  40  men  cofls  118/.  45.  2d.  which  fum  added  to  the  aforefaid  fum  of 
888/,  65.  8d.  makes  l,oo6/.  O5.  \0d.  per  annum. 

And  your  committee  find,  that  the  difference  between  the  a6lual  clothing 
expences  of  the  police  night  infantry,  and  the  aforefaid  ftoppages  amounts 
to  194/.  185.  Ad.  per  annum,  for  which  faving  it  does  not  appear,  that  the 
commiflTioners  of  police  have  given  credit  in  their  accounts  to  the  commif 
fioners  of  account  or  elfewhere. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  during  the  firft  year  of  the 
police  inflitution,  neither  flannel  waifleoats  nor  long  gaiters  were  given  to 
the  watchmen,  and  that  confequently  (though  the  contrail  price  was  then 
fcventccn  pence  a fuit  higher  than  at  prefent),  yet  the  clothing  of  each  of 
the  400  private  men  did  not  exceed  2/,  Os.  I Id.  per  annum,  and  therefore 
gave  opportunity  for  a faving  of  70/.  more  than  their  clothing  admits  in  the 
current  year. 

Your  committee  alfo  find,  that  cxclufive  of  the  aforefaid  floppage,  and  of 
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a Poppage  for  tlie  furgeon,  there  has  been  Popped  one  penny  per  night  from 
each  of  the  400  police  night  watchmen,  feven  eighths  of  a penny  per  night 
from  each  of  the  40  watch  conftables,  and  one  penny  Pve  eighths  per  night 
from  each  of  the  40  horfemen,  which  different  ftoppages  amount  to  760/. 
8s.  Ad.  per  annum,  and  this  fum  is  alleged  to  have  been  paid  in  fome  fub- 
fequent  period  to  fuch  police  men  as  have  not  been  difmiffed  for  miffehaviour.. 

Your  committee  alfo  Pnd,  that  in  the  accounts  laid  before  them  by  the  com- 
miffioners  of  police,  credit  is  not  given  to  the  public  for  more  than  the  fum 
of  124/.  1^,  3f/.  under  the  head  of  arrears,  which  article  is  in  the  fecond  year's 
charge,  and  that  confequently  646/.  Ts.  \d.  (which  is  more  than  Pve  fixths 
of  the  M^hole  of  the  above  Poppages  of  the  PrP  year)  is  by  the  account  im- 
plied to  have  been  paid  in  or  before  the  fecond  year  to  the  police  men  as 
arrears;  but  no  account  has  been  produced  to  this  committee  of  the  pay- 
ments to  the  police  men  of  that  large  proportion  of  thofe  arrears  fo  Popped 
from  them  during  the  PrP  year,  and  not  credited  to  the  public,  but  it  is  alleged 
faid  arrears  have  been  paid. 

It  appears  that  no  credit  whatfoever  has  yet  been  given  to  the  public  for 
the  aforefaid  Poppages  for  the  fecond  year,  ending  at  Michaelmas  lap,  and 
amounting  to  a like  fum  of  760/.  8^.  Ad.  although  police  accounts  for  the 
half  year,  ending  the  25th  of  IMarch,  1789,  have  been  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee; (the  reafon  alleged  for  which,  by  one  of  the  commiPioners  is,  that 
there  are  fome  of  thofe  arrears,  Avhich  have  not  yet  been  paid  to  the  men.) 

Your  committee  think  it  rio-ht  to  obferve  that  a greater  fum  has  been 
received  by  the  commiPioners  of  police,  for  non-eP’e6tive  men,  in  the  accounts 
of  the  two  PrP  years,  than  the  fums  therein  credited  to  the  public. 

Your  committee  further  Pnd,  that  a fecretary,  with  afalary  of  200/.  a year, 
and  three  clerks  under  him,  Avhofe  falaries  amount  to  240/.  per  annum,  at- 
tended the  police  houfe,  excluPve  of  the  accountant  and  his  clerk,  and  of  the 
Pationer’s  clerk,  who  compiles  the  Hue  and  Cry. 

And  that  George  Parker,  one  of  thofe  three  clerks,  enjoying  a falary  of 
70/.  per  annunj,  has  not  been  in  Ireland  during  the  laP  half  year. 

They  alfo  Pnd,  that  each  of  the  four  divifional  jiiPices  has  tvvo  clerks, 
for  Avhom  the  public  is  charged  125/.  making  for  the  eight  clerks  a fum  of 
500/.  a year. 

Yoih-  committee  obferve  further,  that  the  general  accounts  of  the  police, 
laid  before  the  commiPioners  of  account,  and  afterwards  before  this  com- 
mittee 
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mittee,  are  ill  arranged,  and  many  of  the  articles  not  diftributed  under  their 
proper  heads ; and  that  having  examined  the  accountant  as  to  that  point,  he 
alleged,  that  the  arrangement  of  all  accounts  of  expenditure  originated  from 
the  commiffioners. 

And  your  committee  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

I.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  police  eftablilh- 
meiit  has  been  attended  with  unnecelfary  patronage,  wafte,  and  diffipation. 

II.  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  peace  and 
protediou  of  the  city  of  Dublin  might  be  more  effe61ually  maintained  at  a 
lelfer  expence,  and  that  the  prefent  fyftem  of  police  eftablilliment  ought  to  be 
changed. 


No.  LXXXIII. 

Mr.  Grattan’s  Second  Speech  on  Tithes.  (P.  270). 

Mr,  'GRATTAN  prefented  to  the  houfe  according  to  order,  a bill  to  ap 
point  commiffioners  for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring  into  the  hate  of  tithes  in  the 
different  provinces  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  report  a plan  for  the  afcertaining 
the  fame. 

He  faid,  the  advocates  for  tithes  and  their  abufe,  having  declined  a public 
enquiry,  thought  they  heft  confulted  the  dignity  of  the  church  by  reforting 
to  a paper  war : this  paper  war  has  been  conduced  under  the  mitred  au- 
fpices  of  certain  bifhops  : thefe  bilhops  have  in  the  courfe  of  it  accufed  me  of 
making  an  attack  on  the  Proteftant  clergy  of  the  South.  You  know,  they 
know,  how  totally  unfounded  fuch  a charge  is;  I did  prefer  then,  and  I prefer 
now,  certain  allegations,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  South  there  exifted  illegal 
demand,  increafing  demand,  exceffive  demand,  an  abufe  of  the  compenfation 
act;  tithe-proctors  who  extort  fees,  tithe-farmers  who  lay  the  poor  under 
contribution;  thefe  charges  I did  not  affirm  to  affect  the  major  part  of  the 
Southern  clergy,  but  I did,  and  I do  now  affirm,  that  they  do  affect  in  degree 
and  extent  fuch  a proportion  of  diftri6t  as  to  call  for  the  interference  of  par- 
liament. Two  pamphlets  on  this  fubje6t,  entitled  my  Speech,  were  puhliflied, 
different  from  each  other,  or  refembling  each  other  in  nothing  except  in  not 
being  my  fpeech,  and  in  not  being  puhliflied  by  my  authority  ; to  thefe  pam- 
phlets the  dignitaries  above  alluded  to  have  replied  ; convinced  that  I neither 
fpoke  nor  wrote  the  contents  of  either,  they  have  charged  me  with  both. 
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This  unfounded  charg-e  on  me  they  have  thought  proper  to  mafk  by  calling  it 
a Defence  of  the  Proteftant  Clergy  of  the  South,  and  have  thus  endeavoured 
to  difperfe  through  the  community  a falfe  alarm,  and  a groundlefs  accufation. 
This  alarm  and  accufation,  called  a Defence,  fets  forth,  that  the  bifliops  of  the 
South,  in  the  year  1786,  wrote  circular  letters  to  their  clergy,  defiring  returns 
of  their  refpedlive  ratages ; Ai  ith  a recommendation  that  thcfe  returns,  if  poffi- 
ble,  fliould  be  made  on  oath.  The  Defence  fets  forth,  that  returns  were 
made.  I own  I Ihould  be  very  glad  to  fee  them  ; not  one  fyllable — the 
Defence  fuppreffed  the  returns  of  the  clergy,  and  gives  the  public  in  their 
place  its  own  calculation,  Avhich  it  profeffes  to  be  an  average  formed  on  thefe 
returns— Even  fo,  let  us  admit  fuch  evidence ; where  the  bifhops  contend,  let 
the  party  be  the  evidence,  and  the  advocate  be  the  judge.  The  authors  of 
the  Defence  having  ftated,  that  a moft  minute  and  general  enquiry  has  been 
made,  allege,*  that,  in  the  whole  extent  of  that  enquiry,  they  no  where  find 
the  rate  for  potatoes  higher  than  12.?.  the  plantation  acre;  thefe  are  their 
words,  and  on  the  veracity  of  this  allegation,  depends  whatever  attention 
fiiould  be  paid  to  their  defence.  I have  from  private  hands  afiurances  innu- 
merable, in  the  moft  pofitive  and  diredl  manner,  contradidling  that  allegation. 
I have  from  private  hands  affidavits  without  number  difp roving  that  allega- 
tion. I will  rejedt  them  all.  I will,  for  argument,  give  the  pallors  a vidtory 
over  their  flock,  and  the  fruits  of  their  care,  and  fuppofe,  for  a moment,  their 
parifiiioners  to  be  perjured,  yet  what  fliall  we  fay  of  the  clergy,  who  have, 
by  themfelves,  or  their  witnefles,  fworn  the  fame  thing  ? I will  read  you  a 
report  from  the  judge  who  went  the  Munfter  circuit  of  the  fpring  of  1788. 
It  is  as  follows  : “ At  the  laft  alfizes  held  for  the  county  of  Kerry,  at  Tralee, 
a civil  bill  was  brought  before  me,  upon  the  compenfation-adt,  for  the  value  of 
certain  tithes.  From  the  evidence  of  the  plaintiff’s  own  witneffes,  and  the 
fchedule,  the  demand  appeared  as  follows  : tithe  of  potatoes,  one  acre  and  a 
half,  2/.  Os.  6r/.”  (Gentlemen  will  recolledl,  that,  by  the  compenfation-adl, 

* Defence  of  the  Proteftant  Clergy,  p.  93. — “ But  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  from  the  vici- 
“ niiy  of  thefe  parifties  to  Limerick,  and  the  great  fertility  of  the  ground,  the  average  value  of  the 
'*  crops  of  potatoes  is  twenty  pounds,  the  tithes  two  pounds,  and  other  crops  in  proportion. 
'•  Now,  is  twelve  ftiillings  an  unreafonable  demand  for  what  is  worth  two  pounds  ? I further 
“ remark,  that  Z no  where  find  the  rate  highir  than  twelve  fiUlirtgs  the  plantation  acre-,  and  the 
“ crop,  wherever  it  is  charged,  not  worth  lefs  than  eleven  or  twelve  pounds,  more  generally  fixteen 
“ or  twenty. 
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the  bill  or  petition  is  not  to  be  brought  for  the  value,  but  the  cuftomary 
charge).  I will  read  another  document,  equally  authoritative  from  Cork, 

Rates  of  Tithes,  on  Petitions,  for  the  year  1786,  in  the  County  of  Cork. 
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I mull  here  again  obferve,  that  the  petition  is  by  the  a6l  to  be  brought  for 
the  cuftomary  charge. 

I muft  obferve  alfo,  that  only  nineteen  petitions  were  tried  for  1786, 
wherein  rates  were  fpecified,  and  of  the  nineteen,  eleven  exceeded  the  rate  of 
12^.  the  plantation  acre  ; a rate,  the  Defence  affirms,  has  never  been  exceeded  ; 
I muft  alfo  obferve,  that  thefe  petitions  muft  have  been  fupported  by  the  oatli 
of  the  clergy  or  their  witnelfes,  and  do  directly  fallify  the  allegation  of  the 
Defence---What  becomes  of  the  Defence  now"?  not  refuted,  but  convifted, 
convifted  on  oath,  the  oath  of  the  clergy  themfelves  or  their  witnefles,  taken 
at  a public  trial.  Thus  the  defence  of  the  bifliops  is  put  doAvn  by  the  oaths 
of  the  clergy. 

Here  I might  leave'the  Defence,  if  it  did  not  advance  another  propofition 
too  glaring  to  pafs  without  obfervation  : * It  ftates  (in  a very  confufed  man- 

* Defence  of  the  Proteftant  Clergy,  p.  47. — “ It  is  incontrovertibly  true,  tliat  in  moft  places  the 
" rates  of  tithe  have  not  varied  for  the  laft  thirty  years.” 

And  in  p.  4i. — “ But  fure  I am,  from  the  prefent  date  of  ratages,  colledted  from  exaft  informa- 

tion,  the  average  increafe,  through  any  entire  county,  diocefe,  or  parilh,  if  any  there  has  been, 
“ can  be  but  very  fmall  indeed,  and  that  in  very  few  parifhes  only,  but  certainly  not  throughout 
“ any  diocefe  or  county,” 
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uer  I own,  but  it  does  ftate),  that  the  average  ratages  have  not  in  any  fouthern 
county  or  diocefe  increafed  thefe  thirty  years.  The  grofs  improbability  of 
this  affertion  muft  appear  to  every  man,  Avho  reflects  on  the  progrefs  of  things 
fjnce  the  year  1756,  (the  period  to  Avhich  the  Defence  refers) ; Avho  refle6ts 
hoAv^  the  mode  of  living  has  changed,  and  become  more  expenfive  fmce  that 
time,  and  how  much  the  ftyle  and  tone  of  modern  clergymen  excels  in 
expence  and  difplay,  the  old  minifters  of  the  gofpel.  The  improbability  of 
this  affertion  would  appear  more  fully,  if  I Avere  permitted  to  bring  to  the 
bar  of  this  houfe  the  parifliioners,  Avho  could  mod  feelingly  atteft  the  dire6t 
contrary ; or  Avere  I permitted  to  produce  affidavits  Avhich  fwear  the  dired 
contrary.  But  I will  for  a moment  rejed  all  this,  and  I Avill  refute  their  cafe 
by  nothing  lefs  than  the  authority  of  their  OAvn  oaths,  and  the  acknoAvledg- 
ment  of  their  OAvn  vindication.  The  Defence  dates,  that  the  average- ratag-es 
of  the  poor  diocefes  of  Cloyne  and  of  Cork,  are  above  10^.  an  acre,  potatoes, 
and  of  Cork  above  7s.  gd.  Avheat,  and  Cloyne  abov’e  Qs.  Avlieat.  While  in  the 
rich  diocefe,  potatoes  are,  as  the  Defence  dates,  7s.  the  acre,  and  Avheatd^.  6d. 

The  Defence  endeavours  to  account  for  the  difparity,  and  afcribes  it  to  a 
number  of  corn  mills  edablifhed  in  the  county  of  Cork,  and  to  the 
export  trade  of  corn  from  the  ports  Youghal,  Cork,  Kinfale,  and  Duh- 
garvan.  Noav  thefe  mills,  and  this  export  trade,  are  almod  entirely  the  effed 
of  the  corn  bounty,  the  inland  bounty,  Avhich  did  not  take  place  till  the  year 
1758,  and  dill  more,  the  export  bounty,  Avhich  did  not  take  place  till  the 
year  1773,  and  Avhich,  Avith  the  inland  bounty,  has  been  gradually,  and  more 
abundantly,  operating  ever  fmce. 

The  Defence  has  then  adigned  a caufe,  Avhich  caufe  began  to  exift  Avithin 
thirty  years  of  the  date  of  the  enquiry;  it  folloAAs,  that  the  effed  mud  have 
taken  place  Avithin  that  period ; it  folloAvs,  that  an  encreafe  of  average  ratage 
has  taken  place  in  fome  diocefes  AA'ithin  thofe  thirty  years  ; it  follows,  that  the 
other  great  pofition  of  the  Defence  is  unfounded. 

Thus  the  tAvo  great  podtions  of  the  cafe  fail ; the  did  is  refuted  by  the 
oath  of  the  party,  and  the  fecond  by  the  admildon  of  the  Defence : the  De- 
fence acknoAvledges  Avhat  it  denies,  that  the  clergy  have  increafed  the  average 
prices  of  fome  diocefes  Avithin  thefe  thirty  years ; it  acknowledges,  Arhat  it 
alfo  denies,  that  they  haA^e  tithed  the  bounty ; but  I Avill  Avave  all  this,  and 
yet  ArilllhcAV  their  cafe  to  be  inadmidible:  it  dates  that  they  have  procured 
returns  from  the  clergy,  Avhat  kind  of  returns  you  have  heard  ; but  it  does 
not  pretend  to  have  gotten  any  from  the  lay  impropriators ; and  it  afdrms, 
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that  this  lhare  amounts  to  one-third  of  the  tithes  of  this  kingdom : it  ac- 
knowledges then,  that  the  enquiry  has  omitted  one-third  of  the  queftion,  and 
on  fuch  an  enquiry  they  propofe  to  decide  the  ftate  of  Munfter  and  all  its 
peafantry.  Allow  their  Defence — biafled,  as  it  mult  be  thought ; fallacious, 
as  it  has  been  fworn  ; felf-convicted  as  it  has  been  proved  ; however,  iifcom- 
pliment  to  its  authors,  let  us  fora  moment  allow  it.  Yet  ftill  it  is  not  the 
Hate  of  the  tithes  of  ^lunfter,  it  is  not  commenfurate  with  the  queftion  it 
prefumes  to  cover ; it  does  not  affect  to  touch  at  all  one  ot  the  three  parts  ot 
the  cafe ; and  when  it  affe6ls  to  touch  the  other  two,  I have  ihewn  it  to  be 
but  affectation.  With  every  refpect  to  the  clergy  of  Munfter,  the  queftion  is 
not,  whether  they  are  the  opprelibrs  ? it  is  higher,  it  is,  whether  the  people  are 
oppreffed.  To  aetjuit  the  clergy,  fuppofing  fuch  a defence,  which  proves 
nothing  but  its  own  contradiction,  could  do  fo,  decides  only  an  inferior  quef- 
tion ; to  obtrude  that  deciffon  as  difpofmg  of  the  whole  of  the  cafe,  is  to 
make  a criminal  ufe  of  their  fuppofed  innocence;  and  as  the  defence  would 
acquit  the  parfons  on  their  own  evidence,  fo  would  it  difmifs  the  peafant  un- 
redreff’ed,  without  any  evidence  at  all.  In  anfwer  to  fuch  a propofal,  we  alk 
of  right  reverend  authority,  where  is  your  flock  ? what,  is  there  no  wolf  but 
the  fliepherd  ? Bring  us  a better  account  of  your  charge ; go  back  to  your 
fold.  But  I might  wave  all  this,  yet  the  Defence  is  ftill  inadmiflible,  becaufe 
falfe  in  its  conception.  The  exhibiting  the  average  rates  of  the  different 
diocefes  of  the  fouth,  does  not  enable  the  public  to  judge  of  its  condition. 
In  order  to  expofe  the  art  of  deciding  any  thing  by  thofe  clerical  averages, 
it  is  fufficient  to  recolle6l  the  famous  average  of  a dignified  writer,  who,  efti- 
mating  the  average  income  of  the  Irilh  clergy,  excluded  the  biflioprics,  and 
included  the  curates,  to  give  the  reader  a juft  and  fair  fenfe  of  the  property  of 
the  church.  And  ftill  further  to  expofe  a defence  founded  on  average 
ratages,  it  is  fufficient  to  examine  the  decrees  of  the  court  of  Cafliel,  'whole 
average  decrees  are  ftated  for  the  five  years  previous  to  1786,  to  be  85.  an  acre 
potatoes,  but  whole  particular  decrees  appear  from  the  books  in  fome  cafes 
to  have  exceeded  20^.  The  average  ratages  of  the  different  diocefes  give  the 
public  no  knowledge  of  the  cafe.  It  may  happen,  that  the  avei'age  ratage 
of  a diocefe  lhall  be  moderate,  and  j'et  the  ratages  univerfally  exceptionable. 
Suppofe  one  half  of  the  diocefe  under  the  ratage  of  Dr.  Atterbury,  and  the 
other  under  the  ratage  of  Captain  Right,  the  av'erage  might  perhaps  be  mo- 
derate, but  that  apparent  moderation  of  ratage  would  arife  from  the  very 
VoL.  II.  6 T 
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circumftance  which  made  it  peculiarly  culpable,  from  the  double  grievance, 
from  the  two  extremes,  from  the  oppofite  offences  ; it  may  happen  that  the 
proprietors  of  tithe  in  fome  cafes  crouch  to  the  rich,  and  encroach  on  the 
poor ; the  average,  under  fuch  circumflances,  might  appear  moderate,  but 
the  moderation  would  arife  from  the  compound  of  crimes,  from  crouching 
and  encroaching,  from  meannefs  and  extortion.  The  moderation  of  average 
price  therefore  proves  nothing ; it  is  a method  which  not  only  conceals,  but 
inverts  the  cafe.  It  makes  the  parifh  of  A.  appear  better  from  the  circum- 
ftance that  makes  her  worfe,  from  comparative  mifery ; it  makes  the  parifli  of 
A.  when  rated  too  high,  appear  to  be  actually  relieved  when  the  parifh  of  B. 
is  rated  too  low ; as  if  the  former  derived  a paradoxical  relief  from  the  fenfe 
of  its  own  peculiar  hardfhip,  and  obtained  a preternatural  refpiration  from 
burthens,  becaufe  they  were  heaped  with  uncommon  meafure  on  herfelf ; it 
is  a clerical  chemiftry,  which  extra6ls  a complexion  from  the  <;onfumption 
of  the  cafe ; oppreffion  alone  would  not  do ; but  add  partiality,  and  the 
compound  is  vended  by  the  right  reverend  authors,  as  an  image  of  their 
charity,  and  a cafe  for  their  clergy.  And  as  a defence  founded  on  an  exhi- 
bition of  average  prices  only,  is  unjuft  to  the  parifh,  fo  it  is  injurious  to  the 
parfon ; it  makes  the  moderation  of  parfon  A,  ftate  in  favor  of  parfon  B.  who 
is  an  extortioner,  and  the  exa6tion  of  B.  ftate  againft  A.  who  is  moderate;  as 
if  A.  derived  riches  from  the  extortion  of  B.  and  confolation  from  the  re- 
flexion, that  if  he  himfelf  got  too  little,  his  neighbour  B.  whofe  example 
he  condemned,  got  too  much  ; and  it  fuppofes  that  A.  had  a further  confo- 
lation from  the  experience,  that  if  he  did  not  fhare  the  profit,  he  divided  the 
infamy.  This  procefs  by  average  is  a confufion  and  incorporation  of  vice 
and  virtue,  fame  and  infamy ; it  is  reforted  to  from  an  indifference  about 
the  real  ftate  of  the  peafantry,  fuggefted  by  the  fpirit  of  corps,  at  the  expence 
of  the  beft  members  of  the  church,  and  by  a falfe  tendernefs  of  fome  peccant 
individuals,  who  may  atone  for  the  crimes  of  an  exaXioner,  by  the  virtues  of 
a fycophant,  and  by  adulation  to  their  bifhop,  may  fecure  abfolution  for  every 
other  abomination.  The  exhibiting  average  prices  therefore  gives  no  infor- 
mation. From  thofe  fubmitted  in  the  Defence,  nothing  can  be  colleXed,  ex- 
cept that  they  are  not  founded  in  faX.  They  are  ftated  to  be  formed  on  re- 
turns, which  do  not  exceed  the  plantation  acre;  though  from  the  oaths 
of  the  clergy,  or  their  witnelfes,  The  prices  are  proved  to  go  to  27 Waving 
therefore  other  objeXions,  this  defence  muft  be  rejeXed  on  two  grounds : 
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lirft,  becaufe  the  average  price  is  not  the  true  defence.  Second,  becaufe  this 
Defence  is  not  the  true  average.  But  though  right  reverend  authority  has 
not  made  out  a cafe  for  the  clergy,  it  has  made  out  a cafe  for  the  people.  So 
it  frequently  happens;  men  are  but  inftruments  of  Providence,  and  without 
knowing  it,  fulfil  her  ways.  The  zealot  is  but  an  inflamed  organ,  burfting 
forth  with  unpremeditated  truths  ; reverend  writers  endeavouring  to  eftablifli 
a right  in  the  Proteftant  clergy  to  a tenth  of  the  peafant’s  labour,  as  prior  to 
the  Proteftant  religion,  paramount  to  all  other  rights  of  property,  and  there- 
fore prior  not  only  to  the  Proteftant,  but  to  the  Chriftian  religion,  have  only 
ferved  to  bring  forth  proofs,  that  fuch  a right,  if  any,  refides  in  the  poor, 
and  that  the  parfon  was  only  his  truftee : fo  now  the  bifliops  in  their  defence, 
ftate  the  average  ratages  of  three  out  of  the  five  diocefes  to  which  their  acreable 
ratages  refer,  to  amount  to  above  IO5.  the  plantation  acre  for  potatoes  ; and 
in  forming  this  average  they  acknowledge  they  exclude  all  particular  ratages 
above  12^.  and  therefore  their  average  is  lefs  than  the  faft;  and  they  do  not 
pretend  to  include  one  or  two  fhillings  in  the  pound,  notorioufly  paid  to  the 
tithe  prodor  by  the  peafant,  though  reludlantly  acknowledged  by  the  De- 
fence, and  omitted  in  the  average,  which,  on  that  account,  is  a ftill  further 
departure  from  the  fa6l.  This  10^.  the  acre,  demanded  and  received  with- 
out any  confideration  of  charity,  which  was  the  obje61;  of  tithe;  of  build- 
ing and  repairing  churches,  as  is  required  by  the  canon  law  ; without  paro- 
chial fchools,  as  are  required  of  the  clergymen  by  the  ftatute  law,  and  in 
fome  places  without  refidence,  which  is  required  by  canon,  common,  and  fta- 
tute laws,  arifes  not  only  from  the  produce  that  feeds  mankind,  but  from 
the  only  produce  w^hich  in  Ireland  fuftains  the  poor  and  moft  numerous  de- 
fcription  of  mankind,  w^ho  have  not  poor  rates  as  in  England,  and  who  have 
another  order  of  clergy  to  pay,  which  is  not  the  cafe  in  England  ; this  heavy 
burden  is  more  fenfibly  felt,  by  being  peculiar  to  the  fouth,  which  by  the 
Defence  of  the  Clergy  is  admitted  and  reprefented  to  be  in  a ftate  of  not 
only  aftual  but  comparative  mifery.  For  the  continuation  of  this  partial 
wretchednefs,  they  ftate  that  one-half  of  the  tithe  of  the  fouth  arifes  from 
that  very  wretchednefs,  viz.  from  tithe  of  potatoes ; the  other  half  arifes 
from  wheat,  which  they  ftate  in  thefe  diocefes  to  be  from  above  7s.  to  above 
95.  the  Irilh  acre ; from  barley,  which  they  ftate  to  be  from  near  7s.  to  near 
9.S. ; from  oats,  which  they  ftate  to  be  from  near  As.  to  above  5s. ; from 
hay,  which  does  not  pa^*  tithe  in  Connaught ; from  flax,  which  does  not  pay 
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tithe  in  Ulfter ; from  cows  and  flieep  and  lambs,  which  tliey  omit  in  their 
ftatement,  but  from  which  the  clergy  of  the  fouth  receive  a confiderable  in- 
come. In  fhort,  from  what  does,  and  what  does  not  pay  tithe  elfewherc.  I 
congratulate  the  fouthern  clergy  on  all  thefe  advantages ; but  the  Defence 
interrupts  me,  and  fays,  that  all  this  is  only  one-half  of  their  income,  there  is 
another  gotten  from  potatoes.  Hear  the  defcription  of  the  men  from  whom 
that  half  principally  arifes — beggars  ! men  publicly  pronounced,  and  by  all 
admitted  to  be  trodden  down  to  the  earth,  men  who  get  5d.  a day  for  their 
labour,  and  pay  6/.  a year  by  the  acre  for  their  potatoe  garden,  which  heavy 
rent  is  acknowledged  to  be  aggravated  by  a tithe  of  10.y. ; for  the  continuance 
of  which  heavy  tithe,  the  heavy  rent  is  by  the  advocates  of  exaftion  made 
the  apology.  Poor  people  ! “ If  we  relax,  the  landlord  would  encroach ; he 
“ is  worfe  than  the  parfon.”  Thefe  charges  are  further  aggravated  in  fome 
places  by  the  difpofition  of  the  man  who  makes  them,  the  tithe  farmer.  The 
Defence  ftates,  that  while  the  rich  diocefe  of  Cafliel  and  Emly  pays  7s.  the 
acre  potatoes,  the  poor  diocefes  of  Cloyneand  of  Cork  pay  above  IO.y.  It 
Hates  the  caufe  of  this  inequality  to  be  the  tithe  farmer.  It  ftates  two  caufes 
of  high  ratages  in  thefe  diocefes,  a brifk  corn  trade,  and  the  tithe  farmer. 
The  latter  caufe  alone  is  referable  to  potatoes.  It  defcribes  thefe  tithe  farmers, 
vagabonds,  fifliermen;  but  filhermen,  it  fays,  who  do  not  live  by  fidiing; 
and  who,  it  alfo  fays,  till  nothing  ; and  Avho,  it  is  concluded  to  fay,  live  by 
no  labour,  except  the  labour  of  exa6lion.  The  leafing  the  tithe  to  fuch  a 
crewismade  a matter  of  mercy : “ poor  people,  they,”  fo  runs  the  canting  De- 
fence, “ have  nothing  elfe  to  live  by.”  Thus  the  equity  in  favor  of  the 
tiller  of  the  foil,  is  made  an  equity  in  favor  of  a crew  who  bid  againft  him ; 
this  equity,  however,  they  own  to  be  nothing  more  than  fetting  the  tithe  to 
the  highefl  bidder ; and  vdien  thefe  bidders  are  the  eaiife,  as  the  Defence 
ftates,  of  raifmg  the  tithe  of  potatoes  in  the  diocefes  of  Cork  and  of  Cloyne, 
to  above  10.?.  the  acre,  which  tithe,  in  the  diocefe  of  Cafliel  and  Emly,  they 
ftate  to  be  but  7s.  that  is,  when  thefe  canters  raife  the  tithe  above  30  per 
cent,  the  defence  does  exprefsly  applaud  them  for  their  moderation. 

I have  ftated,  that  the  Defence  of  the  fouthern  clergy  had  made  out  a cafe 
for  the  poor.  It  has  done  fo  : it  has  proved  the  poor  of  thofe  diftridls  to  be 
in  worfe  fituation  than  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland ; but  it  has  gone  farther, 
it  has  proved  the  clergy  to  be  in  a better;  it  fets  forth,  that  from  a number 
of  corn  mills,  and  from  a brilk  export  of  corn,  the  extent  of  tillage  in  thofe 
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parts  has  greatly  increafecl ; it  ftates,  that  from  thofe  caufes,  the  ratage  on 
tillage  has  increafecl  likewife ; and  thus  it  allows,  'what  however  in  another 
part  it  denies,  that  the  clergy  have  the  double  advantage,  an  increafe  of  til- 
lage, the  elfe6t  of  bounty,  an  increafe  of  ratage,  the  effect  of  tithing  that 
bounty.  The  defence  ftates,  that  the  clergy  of  the  fouth  have  alfo  a tithe 
of  potatoes,  the  effect  of  their  peculiar  good  fortune,  which  tithe  the  Defence 
admits  to  be  nearly  equal  to  all  the  reft.  The  Defence  does  not  hate,  but  we 
do  and  can  prove,  that  in  fome  of  thefe  difturbed  parts,  the  livings  of  the 
clergy  have  of  late  years  doubled.  1 might  appeal  to  individuals,  fome  of 
them  will  acknowledge  it,  none  of  them  can  deny  that  the  increafe  has  been 
abundant.  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  authors  of  the  Defence  cannot  fet  up 
the  plea  of  poverty  againft  the  relief  of  oppreffion  ; and  as  they  have  made 
out  a cafe  for  the  poor,  fo  have  they  fuggefted  the  facility  of  a remedy.  They 
have  in  their  Defence  Hated,  that  in  the  fouth  the  ratages  have  not  in  any 
county  or  diocefe,  for  thefe  thirty  years,  varied ; that  is,  they  have  in  their 
defence  fet  up  a modus,  a ratage  of  thirty  years  is  a modus  in  fa6t,  though 
it  is  not  a modus  in  law,  and  does  moft  decifively  afcertain  the  poffibility  of 
eftablitliing  a modus  by  law.  What  now  becomes  of  the  folemn  affeveration 
of  the  impoffibility  of  paying  the  clergy  in  any  manner,  other  than  that  of 
tithe  ? Either  they  who  fuperintended  the  Defence,  believe  that  the  ratages 
have  not  varied,  and  their  argument  of  impoffibility  is  a pretence,  or  they  do 
believe  they  have  varied,  and  their  Defence  in  this  particular  has  exceeded 
the  boundaries  of  reality,  yet  it  does  not  fo  egregioufly  depart  from  them, 
as  not  to  conclude  the  authors  of  the  Defence,  as  to  the  pradlicability  of 
fixing  a ftandard,  and  is  an  argument  fulhcient  for  a modus,  though  not  for 
a juftification.  The  bill  now  fubinitted  to  your  confideration,  propofes  that 
commiffioncrs  fliould  be  appointed  to  enquire  and  to  report;  as  tathe  com- 
miffioncrs,  I do  not  mean  that  their  number  tliould  be  confined  to  the  mem- 
bers of  parliament ; I would  admit  men  more  familiar  with  the  fubjccl.  As 
to  the  enquiry,  it  v’ould  be  much  facilitated  by  what  has  been  done  and 
written  already  ; here  it  will  appear,  that  the  proprietors  of  tithe  in  the  dif- 
tri6ts  lately  difturbed,  have,  for  the  moft  part,  proceeded  by  an  acreable 
ratage,  that  where  they  have  not,  they  have  proceeded  by  a mode  peculiarly 
capricious  and  opprdfive ; and  as  in  the  former  cafe,  they  have  made  a mo- 
dus eafy,  fo  in  the  latter  they  have  made  it  neceflary.  Your  commifiioners  will 
difeern  where  the  ratage  incrcafed  from  the  activity  of  the  tithe  farmer,  from 
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the  advantage  of  the  bounty,  or  the  exceptionable  condud  of  the  clergyman* 
Pofleffed  of  a knowledge  of  the  criminal  caufes  of  increafe,  your  commif- 
fioners  will  difavow  all  fuch  in  the  formation  of  a modus,  or  tithing  table, 
for  the  diiferent  articles  which  are  to  be  fubjed  to  tithe.  They  will,  in  the 
tithing  table,  eftimate  each  rate  as  equivalent  to  fo  many  ftone  of  bread  corn, 
to  be  valued  at  hated  years,  and  at  the  defire  of  the  owner  of  tithe. 

Your  commillioners  will  naturally  think  it  advifeable  in  any  plan  they 
form,  to  exempt  the  cottager’s  potatoe  garden  from  tithe  ; the  proprietor  of 
the  tithe  to  be  compenfated  by  a prefentinent,  or  an  agiftment,  equal  to  the 
fum  at  which  the  garden  is  rated ; they  will  alfo  relieve  the  parifliioner  from 
fmall  dues,  and  where  fuch  have  been  ufually  paid,  they  will  probably  think 
to  compenfate  the  clergyman  in  the  manner  above  mentioned.  They  will 
then  think  it  advifeable  to  relieve  the  proprietors  of  tithe,  as  well  as  the  far- 
mer and  the  poor,  by  giving  the  faid  proprietors  for  the  recovery  of  their  in- 
come a remedy  eft'edual  and  fummary. 

Your  commiffioners  may  form  a modus,  as  I have  ftated  above,  or  they 
may  go  a Hep  further,  and  fubmit  a plan,  by  virtue  of  which,  furveyors  thall 
be  appointed  annually,  by  the  parfon  and  pariih,  to  furvey,  and  make  a return 
of  the  number  of  acres  under  tillage.  The  acres  to  be  rated  according  to 
the  tithing- table,  and  the  grofs  fum  to  be  levied  in  the  manner  of  other 
county  charges.  When  I fay  the  commiffioners  will  adopt  fuch  a plan,  I 
only  mean  that  if  you  appoint  them,  I will  affift  them  by  fubmitting  fuch 
plan.  I have  Hated  it  in  general  terms ; but  the  mechanical  part  I have  di- 
geHed  into  two  bills.  The  appointment  of  commiffioners  ffiould  precede  the 
introdu61ion'of  fuch  bills,  becaufe  the  enquiry  neceffary  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  fuch  bills,  ffiould  not  be  left  to  an  individual,  but  entruHed  to  a 
body  empowered  and  appointed  by  parliament.  To  an  individual,  however 
aflive  his  enquiry,  authentic  his  information,  the  anfwer  will  ever  be,  we  do 
not  know  all  this,  and  therefore  it  is,  I fubmit  to  you  to  enquire  into  all  this 
yourfelves.  And  in  order  that  this  fyHem  of  reform  ffiould  be  a means  of 
coercion,  as  well  as  of  relief,  I would  have  a provifion,  by  which  any  pariffi 
rifing  up  in  tumult,  fuch  as  was  committed  in  1786,  and  as  is  defcribed  in 
our  Jaws,  ffiall  for  blank  time  forfeit  the  benefit  of  the  aft,  by  paying  an  ex- 
traordinary ratage,  the  increafed  fum  to  go  to  fome  public  ufe. 

But  whatever  redrefs  is  intended,  that  redrefs  muH  come  from  you,  it  will 
not  come  from  the  clergy  : the  parochial  clergy  may  wiffi  for  a regulation, 
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the  bifliops  do  not.  One  dignitary  has  denied  that  tithe  can  by  any  poffibi- 
lity  be  an  oppreflion  ; other  kinds  of  property  may,  but  the  full  tenth  of  your 
capital,  land  and  labour  paid  to  the  church,  we  are  informed,  carries  along 
with  it  an  inherent  impoffibility  of  being  a burthen  ! A heavenly-gifted  and 
myfterious  property  it  feems,  which  cannot  corrupt,  but  muft  for  ever  abide 
by  original  purity,  and  primaeval  perfedlion  ! Should  an  argument,  which  de- 
pends more  on  faith  than  on  reafon,  find  no  reception  in  your  mind,  another 
dignitary  has  told  you  that  the  poor  are  not  to  be  relieved,  if  the  clergy  are  to 
be  at  the  expence.  When  a bill  for  the  improvement  of  barren  lands,  and 
the  encouragement  of  induftry  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  was  on 
the  laft  feffion  refifted  by  the  fpiritual  peers^  a right  reverend  prelate  was  faid 
to  have  declared  as  a principle,  that  the  poor  Ihould  not  be  relieved,  if  the 
clergy  were  to  be  at  the  expence.  Such  a fentiment  coming  from  a Chriftian 
and  a Proteftant  bilhop^  muft  have  fmote  every  breaft  with  deep  and  fincere 
affli6tiou  : but,  if  we  are  call  down  by  fo  great  and  grave  an  authority  on  the 
one  fide,  we  are  confoled  again  by  a fiill  higher  interpofition,  the  exprefs  com- 
mands and  pra6lice  of  the  fcriptures  on  the  other.  The  Saviour  of  man  fuf- 
fered  on  a principle  different  from  that  which  the  right  reverend  prelate  has 
introduced.  The  apoftles,  the  martyrs,  and  that  flaming  conftellation  of  men 
that  in  the  early  age  of  Chriftianity  fiiot  to  their  flation  in  the  heavens, 
and  fell,  and  falling  illumined  the  nations  of  the  earth  with  the  blaze  of  the 
gofpel,  rofe  and  fell  with  infpirations  of  a very  different  kind.  Had  Chrift 
been  of  the  prelate's  opinion,  he  never  had  been  born,  and  we  had  never  been 
faved.  Had  he  faid  to  his  apoftles,  ‘ The  poor  are  not  to  be  fed,  the  valley  is 
not  to  laugh  and  fing  at  the  expence  of  our  church  or,  had  the  apoftles  faid 
to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  ‘ Ye  are  not  to  be  benefited  at  the  expence  of 
Chriftian  paftors;’  or,  had  the  martyrs  expoftulated  with  themfelves,  ‘ We  will 
not  fufter  for  mankind,’  what  had  become  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ? Let  the 
Pagan  prieft  of  Jove,  or  the  fenfual  prieft  of  Mahomed,  deliver  fuch  dodrine, 
but  do  not  you  part  with  the  palm  of  Chriftianity,  nor  relinquifii  the  lofty 
felf-furrcndering  precepts  of  your  gofpel,  to  poach  in  politics,  for  little  and 
\vicked  tenets,  in  order  to  brand  your  Prayer  Book  with  the  image  of  a forry 
felfiflinefs,  which  would  difgrace  the  frontifpiece  of  Machiavel.  With  all  his 
errors  on  his  head,  the  Pope  himfelf  is  too  difcreet  to  commit  himfelf  with  the 
Bible,  by  inculcating  felf-intereft  as  a part  of  his  creed.  He  has  proclaimed, 
that  the  fupport  of  the  poor  is  neceffary,  according  to  the  true  ancient  difci- 
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Inline  of  the  church  ; and  he  has  taxed  church-benefices  accordingly.  There 
are  fome  indifcretions,  compared  with  which,  hypocrify  "srould  be  decorum  ; 
diflimulation  Avould  be  virtue.  I am  not  refleding-  on  what  fell  from  a bifhop, 
fo  much  as  I am  defending  Chriftianity,  by  vdiofe  principles,  on  the  laft  day, 
even  the  proudeft  of  the  priePhood  mult  be  tried.  Let  me  fuppofe  that  day  to 
have  arrived,  and,  at  the  dread  tribunal,  the  mitred  head  to  be  confronted 
with  the  naked  peafant — “ I was  an  hungred,  and  you  fed  me  not:  I was 
naked,  and  you  clothed  me  not.”  Will  you  then  anfwer  your  God  as  you 
have  anfwered  your  country  ? “ The  poor  were  not  to  be  relieved  at  the  ex- 
pencc  of  the  clergy.”  But  this  is  putting  human  infirmity  to  too  fevere  a 
trial,  and  fuggefting  gloomy  fcenes  of  death  and  judgment,  for  which  men 
occupied  by  the  riches,  engaged  in  the  amufements,  and  fretted  fomewhat  in 
the  politics  of  the  world,  are  but  little  prepared.  It  was  a declaration  of  in- 
difcretion,  of  palfion  ; to  fpeak  feverely  of  it,  of  a warm  judgment : to  fay  the 
worft  of  it,  of  a fallible  temper,  and  entirely  to  be  forgiven,  provided  it  fiiall 
be  never  repeated.  I lliall  therefore  hope,  on  recolleftion,  it  will  not  as  a ge- 
neral principle  be  laid  down,  that  the  clergy  lliould  not  contribute  a little  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor.  Alas  ! that  Avill  not  do  ; we  are  told  the  poor  in  Ire- 
land do  not  deferve  relief. — ‘ Sufpicious  fubjeCls,  Prelbyterians  inimical  to  the 
conftitution,  or  Papifts  incredible  on  their  oaths that  is,  below  the  condi- 
tion not  only  of  other  Chriftians,  but  of  other  men,  Jews,  Pagans,  Maho- 
medans  : now,  as  the  Roman  Catholics  happen  to  be  the  moft  numerous  part 
of  theChriflian  church,  it  follows,  if  the  charge  be  true,  that  the  majority  of 
the  followers  of  Chrift  are  the  worft  of  the  human  fpecies;  that  the  greater 
part  of  Chriftendom  is  the  moft  reprobate  part  of  the  earth,  and  that  the  Re- 
deemer of  mankind  has  come  in  vain  ; and  the  refult  of  the  two  opinions,  that 
by  one  right  reverend  dignitary  entertained  of  the  Catholic  church,  coupled 
with  the  other  tenet  fuggefted  by  another  dignitary  of  the  Proteftant  church, 
is,  that  the  former  church  has  done  much  mifehief  to  man,  and  that  the  latter 
is  not  to  be  at  any  expence  to  do  him  fervice.  However,  I will  fuppofe  thefe 
opinions  to  relax;  the  Prelbyterian  to  be  reftored  to  his  credit,  the  Catholic  to 
be  admitted  to  grace,  yet  there  is  another  difficulty  in  the  way  of  redrefs,  the 
alleged  poverty  of  the  Irifii  church.  The  bilhops  allege  in  the  Defence,  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  pay  incomparably  lefs  to  their  church.  They  acknow- 
ledge, that,  on  a dividend  of  the  whole  income,  including  billiopricks  and  col- 
leges, each  Irifii  clergyman  Avould  receive  230/.  per  annum,  and  each  Englifii 
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clergyman  150l.  But  then  they  compare  the  two  aggregate  funds,  and  be- 
caufe  1000  Irifh  clergymen  do  not  divide  as  great  an  aggregate  as  10,000 
Englifli,  they  affirm  that  Ireland  pays  incomparably  lefs  to  her  church.  They 
do  not  deny  that  the  Englifli  clergy  are  as  ten  to  one,  their  fund  as  fix  to  one  ; 
they  cannot  deny  that  the  church  of  England  men  in  England  are  more  than  ten 
times  as  many,  and  the  people  of  England  much  more  than  ten  times  as  rich  ; 
and  then  their  pampered  expoftulation  amounts  to  this,  that  the  clergy  of 
England,  being  ten  times  as  many,  having  above  ten  times  as  much  to  do,  get 
only  fix  times  as  much,  from  a country  which  is  perhaps  twenty  times  as  rich. 
In  all  this  pathetic  lamentation,  how  have  they  forgotten  the  prefbyter  ! how 
have  they  forgotten  the  prieft ! and  their  humble  pittance  ! and  yet  a poor 
prieft  ffiall  defend  the  privileges  of  a man  againft  proud  oppreffion,  and  a pref- 
byter fliall  be  able  to  puzzle  a mitre.  AVith  regard  to  the  prefliyter,  I am 
clear  his  income  fliould  be  increafed  ; the  regium  donum  is  contemptibly 
fmall,  one  of  the  a6ts  of  a new  adminiftration  fliould  be  to  increafe  it. 

When  certain  right  reverend  dignitaries  infill  on  the  poverty  of  the  Irifli 
church,  compared  with  that  of  England,  they  fuggeft  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
the  following  quellion  : What  induced  thofe  dignitaries  to  come  to  Ireland  ? 
Am  I to  underhand  that  they  left  their  great  pretenfions  in  the  Englifli  church 
from  a contempt  of  its  riches  ? and  fought  preferment  in  the  Irifli  church  from 
a love  of  its  poverty  ? Am  I to  underhand  that  a contempt  for  dignity,  added 
to  a contempt  of  riches,  has  induced  them  to  obhru6l  the  progrefs  of  our  na- 
tive clergy  ? and  happily  Axes  their  humble  eye  upon  the  Irilh  mitre  ? — Ex- 
alted they  are  then  at  leifure  to  make  pahoral  obfervations  on  our  people. — 
“ The  Squirearchy  are  tyrants — the  common  people  thieves — the  Prefliyte- 
rians  enemies  to  the  conftitution,  and  the  Catholics  incredible  on  their  oaths.” 
Having  made  an  ehimate  of  the  value  of  the  income  of  the  clergy ; then  they 
calculate,  and,  like  the  iiidullrious  ant,  or  the  bufy  bee,  thymo  crura  plena, 
depofiting,  in  the  epifcopal  cells,  the  bulky  flore  of  ecclefiaftical  revenue,  they 
return  to  the  crowd,  and  expoftulate  with  their  brethren  on  the  poverty  of 
the  church. 

I fpeak  of  fome,  not  all.  There  are  among  them,  men  whom  I revere. 
Such  is  one  whom  I do  not  name,  becaufe  he  is  prefent ; mild,  learned,  pious 
and  benevolent ; a friend  to  the  meeknefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  a friend  to  man. 
Such  is  another  whom  I may  name,  becaufe  he  is  not  prefent.  He  has  the 
firft  epifcopal  dignity  in  this  realm — it  is  his  right — he  takes  it  by  virtue  of 
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the  commanding  benevolence  of  his  mind,  in  right  of  a fuperior  and  exalted 
nature.  There  are  men  polfelfed  of  certain  creative  powers,  and  who  diftin- 
guilh  the  place  of  their  nativity,  inftead  of  being  diftinguiflied  by  it — they  do 
not  receive,  they  give  birth  to  the  place  of  their  refidence,  and  vivify  the 
region  which  is  about  them.  The  man  I allude  to,  I know  not,  or  know  him 
as  we  know  fuperior  beings,  by  his  works. 

I have,  in  the  foregoing  part,  endeavoured  to  defend  myfelf  againft  an  at- 
tack, publiflied  without  the  names  of  certain  dignitaries  of  the  church,  but 
not  without  their  authority  : I fhall  now  drive  to  anfwer  another  attack,  pub- 
lilhed  by  their  authority,  and  with  their  names  annexed — the  parochial  clergy 
of  Munfter,  at  their  annual  vifitations  alfembled. 

A very  refpedable  alfembly ; how  employed  ? To  affift  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  a6l  of  parliament  to  enquire  into  the  fcandalous  abufes  which  have 
funk  the  charitable  funds  of  royal  and  private  donation  ? — No,  from  the 
Southern  archbifliop  that  committee  has  received  no  affidance. — To  edablidi 
parochial  fchools,  according  to  a6t  of  parliament,  at  their  own  expence? — 
No,  that  work  has  been  negleded.— -To  eftablidi  diocefan  fchools,  at  their 
own  expence,  as  by  law  they  are  obliged  ?— -No,  that  too  has  been  negledled 
or  perverted. — To  enquire  into  the  date  of  charter  fchools,  and  to  follow 
Howard  in  his  pious  and  fingular  adlivity  ?— -No,  the  parochial  clergy  of  the 
province  of  Munder,  at  their  vidtation,  have  been  otherwife  employed.  They 
have  read  a fpeech  concerning  tithes,  their  property,  and  yet  there  were  fub- 
jedls  more  worthy  of  their  interference  ! Their  God  has  been  denied  by  the 
arguments  of  the  Atheid ; his  Son  has  been  denied  by  the  arguments  of  the 
Deids.  Englidi  bifhops,  Prelbyterian  minifters  have  come  forth. — The 
parochial  clergy  of  Munder,  and  their  dx  bidiops — have  they  fgnalized  them- 
felves  in  this  holy  war  ?— -Their  learning---their  indudry---their  zeal  on  their 
natural  fubje6t — I look  for — I cannot  find  them.— Their  country,  as  well  as 
their  God,  had  been  outraged— her  trade  crippled,  her  conditution  dedroyed, 
and  her  final  judicature,  of  which  the  right  reverend  the  lords  fpiritual  com- 
pofe  an  implicit  part,  ufurped.  What  an  opportunity  here  for  their  interpod- 
tion  during  a long  period  ! Where  are  their  fpirited  votes  ? W’here  are  their 
deep  refearches  ?-— A layman  indeed,  on  that  occadon,  came  forth,  Molyneux 
came  forth  ; and,  though  he  could  not  retake  the  citadel,  lie  refcued  the  holy 
vediges,  the  vedal  dresofthe  conditution,  and  refcued  them  without  aid  from 
the  dignided  prieds  of  the  temple.  A mod  fuccefeful  druggie  to  recover  trade 
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and  freedom  was  afterward  made — what  an  opportunity  here  ! The  Prefl)y- 
terian  minifters  came  forward  in  every  fliape  ; the  Roman  Catholic  prieft  af- 
forded us  his  literary  alfiftance ; the  parochial  clergy  of  IMunfter,  and  their  fix 
bifliops — not  one  fyllahle — on  their  part  a fad  blank — profound,  uninterrupted 
taciturnity.  When  their  God,  their  Redeemer,  and  their  country  are  in  quef- 
tion,  they  are  filent ; but,  when  a twelve-penny  point  on  their  tithe  is  brought 
forward,  then  they  are  vivacious  ; then  the  prefs  groans  with  clerical  Billingf- 
gate;  then  a fynod  is  held  in  the  capital,  in  the  feat  of  learning,  under  mitred 
aufpices,  training  up  the  reverend  youth  of  the  country  in  the  holy  office  of 
anonymous  publication,  and' inoculating  their  tender  minds  with  the  fcrib- 
bling  itch  of  meagre  produ6lion  ; and  then  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter, 
deans,  deacons,  archdeacons,  prebendaries  and  precentors,  with  fix  biffiops, 
in  holy  order,  and  folemn  march,  advance — on  what?  On  the  principles  of 
decorum  and  refpefil  due  to  a member  of  the  legiflature : “ The  provincial 
clergy  having  read  a fpeech,  entitled  by  the  publilhers  the  Speech  of  INIr. 
“ Grattan,  and  by  him  not  difavowed.”  Their  bilhops  ffiould  have  informed 
their  clergy,  that,  to  juffify  the  application,  it  is  not  fufficient  the  publication 
ffiould  not  be  difavowed,  but  neceffary  that  it  ffiould  be  authorifed.  Giving 
a reafon  for  the  application,  and  giving  a bad  one,  they  convi6l  themfelves  of 
making  the  charge,  and  of  making  it  without  foundation.  Here  I mull;  fug- 
ged; an  eftabliffied  rule,  vdiich  I fcorn  to  infill  on,  but  am  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge. No  man,  no  body  of  men,  have  a right  to  charge  on  a member  of  the 
legiflature,  as  his  fpeech  made  therein,  an  unauthorifed  publication.  Againll 
this  rule  have  tranfgrelfed  thofe  anonymous  and  wrathful  clergymen,  who,  in 
a flock  of  noify  publications,  have  attacked  what  I never  publiflied,  and  replied 
to  what  I nev’er  faid.  They  are  welcome ; they  have  fliewn  that  all  of  them 
can  write,  it  remains  for  them  to  fliew  that  fome  of  them  can  excel — their 
patrons  I hope  will  reward  them  ! The  flies  of  the  vintage  they  gather  about 
the  prefs,  and  already  tafte,  in  devout  expe6lation,  the  infpiring  fruit.  A 
light  fwarm  ! that  they  fliould  travel  over  boundaries  I am  not  aftonifficd  ; 
but  that  the  grave  body,  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter,  with  their  fix 
bifliops — they  too  are  welcome.  I fliould  be  the  laft  man  to  avail  myfelf  of 
an  intemperance,  and  they  are  the  laft  body  againft  whom  I ffiould  infift  upon 
it.  Requeuing  therefore,  that  when  the  exalted  of  their  body  complain  of 
encroachment,  they  may  extend  to  others  that  indulgence,  which  they  them- 
felves (it  appears)  fonietimes  ftand  in  need  of,  I ffiall  wave  the  irregularity  of 

6 u 2 the 


156 


APPENDIX. 

the  attack,  and  fuppofe  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  to  have  come  forward 
in  a fliape,  in  which  they  are  not  expofed  to  a cenfure,  but  entitled  to  an 
anfvver.  ’Tis  a matter  of  anxiety  to  know  what  is  the  evil  they  advance  to 
combat — they  hate  it,  “ Left  an  anonymous  pamphlet  ftiould,  in  their  own 
province,  prejudice  them  in  the  opinion  of  men  unacquainted  with  their  per- 
fons  or  moderation.”  If  by  fuch  they  mean  people  of  the  other  provinces,  I 
do  not  fee  how  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  can  be  fpecially  affe6ted  in 
their  own  province,  by  the  opinion  of  men  who  live  out  of  it ; but,  if  they 
wifli  to  recommend  themfelves  to  fuch,  if  the  opinion  of  fuch  men  is  worth 
their  attention,  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  muft  take  meafures  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  manifefto  ; they  muft  agree  to  an  exemption  for  the  potatoes 
of  the  peafant ; they  muft  agree  to  an  exemption  for  the  flax  of  the  manufac- 
turer ; they  muft  accede  to  a modus,  not  a manifefto.  But,  if  the  parochial 
clergy  of  Munfter  are  indifferent  about  the  opinion  of  the  other  provinces,  and 
by  men  unacquainted  Avith  their  perfons  and  moderation,  mean  their  own 
parifliioners,  I marvel  much  that  thefe  grave  and  enlightened  men  fliould  al- 
lege fo  flight  and  farcaftic  a caufe  for  their  momentous  interpofition,  affigning, 
on  the  firft  fuppofition,  a very  inadequate,  on  the  fecond  fuppofition,  a very 
extraordinary,  and  on  neither  the  real  caufe  for  their  manifefto.  When  a great 
body  condefcends  to  give  a reafon  for  its  proceedings,  that  reafon  fliould  be 
excellent ; and  rather  than  have  offered  fuch  a one  as  they  have  fubmitted,  I 
think  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  had  more  confulted  their  dignity,  by 
affigning  no  reafon  at  all,  by  refting  every  thing  on  their  authority,  and  by 
ftanding  forth  in  the  public  prints,  a great  name  without  an  argument. 

Having  profeffed  fuch  an  object  for  interpofing,  the  parochial  clergy  of 
Munfter  endeavour  to  accomplifh  that  object  by  a manifefto,  declaring  that 
the  prices  fet  forth  in  the  fpeech  alluded  to  do  greatly  exceed  the  prices  de- 
manded by  the  clergy  of  Munfter,  and  are  grofs  mifreprefentations.  Here  it 
becomes  of  moment,  to  know  what  are  thefe  prices  fet  forth  in  the  fpeech.  I 
do  not  find,  the  fpeech  relies  on  prices  for  Avheat,  which  exceed  l6^.  the  acre, 
or  on  prices  for  potatoes,  Avhich  exceed  275.  the  plantation  acre.  But  fuch 
prices,  or  any  thing  near  fuch  prices,  are  bad  enough  in  all  confcience.  Whe- 
ther the  prices  are  10.y.  for  wheat,  or  13,  14,  16,  20,  or  27^.  the  acre,  for  pota- 
toes, they  are  unconfcionable.  I agree  with  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter, 
in  their  honeft  indignation  at  the  perufal  -of  fuch  charges  ; they  are  enormous, 
uncharitable,  and  unchriftian : the  next  queftion  is,  Avhere  thefe  charges  have 

been 


APPENDIX. 


157 


been  found  ? — In  the  returns  of  the  judge,  or  of  the  proper  officer,  appointed 
by  the  proper  court  to  try  bills  or  petitions  under  the  compenfation  a6t ; 
charges,  which  by  the  a6l  muft  be  the  ufual  charges  of  three  years  back,  and 
which  muft  be  verified  by  affidavit ; fo  that  this  manifefto  is  nothing  more 
than  a declaration,  that  the  prices  reported  by  the  judges  or  triers,  and  veri- 
fied by  the  oath  of  the  parfons,  or  their  witnefiTes,  do  greatly  exceed  the  real 
prices,  and  are  grols  falfehoods ; that  is,  tliat  the  witnefiTes  in  thefe  cafes  con- 
cerned for  the  clergy,  have  been  guilty  of  perjury.  But  as  this  is  impoffible, 
we  muft  fuppofe,  that  thefe  prices  are  not  chargeable  with  falfehood,  but  fo 
chargeable  with  excefs,  that  they  become  incredible  from  their  enormity ; and 
thus  this  declaration  of  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  is  nothing  more  than 
a manifefto  againft  the  exactions  of  their  own  body.  Thefe  clergymen— -thefe 
tithe-farniers---or  thefe  tithe-proctors,  who  have  recovered  under  this  aft,  and 
who  by  themfelves  or  their  witnefiTes,  have  fworn  to  fuch  fcandalous  charges, 
ihould  take  notice,  that  they  are  proclaimed  by  the  parochial  clergy  of  Alun- 
fter,  at  the  annual  vifitation  afiTembled ; that  the  prices  dem-anded  by  faid 
perfons,  are  proclaimed  and  ftigmatifed,  and  publicly  difavowed  and  repro- 
bated by  the  bifhops  and  the  clergy  of  the  province  of  Munfter,  at  their  an- 
nual vifitation  afiTembled ; that  thefe  prices  are  pronounced  not  only  to  ex- 
ceed what  they  themfelves- demand,  but  to  exceed  their  demand  in  a very 
high  degree,  to  be  not  only  exorbitant  charges,  but  incredible  calumnies— 
Miraculous  ! that  the  clergy  of  Munfter,  with  their  fix  bifiiops,  unconfcioufly 
led,  but  happily  influenced,  meaning  only  to  attack  a member  of  parliament, 
fliould,  by  a blind,  but  heaven-direfted  zeal,  pronounce  ecclefiaftical  and  epif- 
copal  judgment  againft  unconfcionable  tithe.  See  the  firft  fruits  of  the  zeal 
of  a layman,  and  the  temerity  of  a bifliop. 

The  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter,  having  in  the  firft  paragraph  of  their  ma- 
nifefto, affirmed  a univerfal  propofition,  are  advifed  in  the  fecond,  to  give  that 
paragraph  a contradiftion.  They  are  of  opinion,  that  the  prices  fet  forth  in 
the  fpeech,  and  denied  in  the  manifefto,  may  exift  notvdthftanding ; but  if 
they  do,  they  are  only  apparently  high,  and  are  really  juftifiable.  In  the  firft 
paragraph,  they  are  advifed  to  decide  againft  their  exiftence  and  moderation. 

They  greatly  exceed  the  prices  demanded,  they  are  falfe,  they  are  calum- 
nious.” In  the  fecond,  they  are  advifed  to  change  their  opinions  with  refpeft 
to  both;  they  may  not  be  falfe,  they  may  be  juftifiable— the  contradiftion  is 
of  little  moment ; the  juftification  muft  be  obferved  upon  ; is  12,  13,  14,  15, 
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20,  27^.  an  acre  for  potatoes,  jiifti fi able?  Have  the  provincial  clergy  ofMun- 
fter,  with  fix  bilhops  at  their  head,  come  forth  to  tell  us  this  ? Have  the  pa- 
rochial clergy  of  Munfter  come  forth  to  excufe  extortion  ? Do  the  parochial 
clergy  of  Munfter  delign  by  fuch  a juftification,  to  recommend  themfelves 
either  in  or  out  of  their  province,  to  thofe  who  are,  or  to  thofe  who  are  not, 
acquainted  with  their  perfons,  and  who  are  yet  to  be  acquainted  with  their 
moderation  ? I did  hope,  that  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter,  at  their  an- 
nual vifitation  afl'embled,  would  have  held^a  different  language,  and  inftead  of 
reading  newfpapers,  or  anfwering  pamphlets,  would  have  employed  thofe  fage 
and  facred  moments  to  reftrain  exaction,  and  to  animadvert  on  improper  mi- 
nifters.  Here  I fee  and  lament  that  fatal  fpirit  of  corps,  which  arms  the  ene- 
mies, and  difcomfits  the  real  friends  of  the  church.  The  reverend  and  learned 
body  read  in  the  pamphlet,  certain  figures  of  unjuft  prices,  M'ith  natural  in- 
dignation. But  they  were  brought  to  recollect,  that  thefe  prices  might  be  the 
charges  of  a brother  churchman.  In  their  capacity,  as  men  and  gentlemen, 
they  abhor ; in  their  corporate  capacity  as  priefts,  they  are  advifed  to  apolo- 
gize ; hence  a confufion  of  flyle  from  a diftraftion  of  fentiment ; hence  the 
printer,  who  puts  down  the  figures  of  certain  prices  is  guilty  ; the  minifter 
who  exacts  them— innocent.  A piece  of  money,  which  in  numbers  tells  as 
exaction,  being  depofited  in  the  pious  hand  of  a fpiritual  paftor,  undergoes  a 
fort  of  tranfubftantiation,  and  is  only  apparently  high,  while  the  clerical  of- 
fender is  acquitted  by  a miracle,  and  this  miraculous  benefit  of  clergy  is  ex- 
tended to  the  lay,  as  well  as  the ecclefiaftical  owners  of  tithe;  and  to  all  the 
low  and  wretched  train  of  perfons  of  various  profeffions  and  religions,  con- 
ne6led  with  its  colledlion.  I excufe  the  zeal  of  the  parochial  clergy  of  Mun- 
fler,  I fay  nothing  of  their  difcretion.  I applaud  the  firfi:  motions  of  their 
heart ; I am  fine  the  majority  of  them  fcorn  to  pra6tife  what  they  are  in- 
fluenced to  extenuate  : but  do  not  thefe  worthy  men  perceive,  that  while  they 
infill  on  the  moderation  of  fuch  pra6tices,  they  may  bring  into  queftion  the 
moderation  of  their  own  principles,  and  teach  the  public  to  fear,  left  thefe 
prices,  which  are  now  thefubjedl  of  their  Defence,  may  become  hereafter  the 
object  of  their  imitation  ? The  progrefs  of  exaction  is  well  known  ; from  ge- 
neral indignation  to  fpecial  toleration ; from  fpecial  toleration  to  general 
.adoption.  I own  I fee  the  neceflity  of  my  bill  nou\  emphatically  noxv\  juft 
at  the  critical  period  before  thofe  high  charges  have  become  a general  prac- 
tice ; and  when  they  begin  to  receive  a degree  of  countenance ; when  the 
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balance  of  charity  trepiclates  in  epifcopal  hands  ; when  Exadion  has  not  loft 
all  her  native  hon  ors,  and  yet  is  growing  foinewhat  familiar  to  their  eyes  ; is 
only  apparently  high— probably  juftifiable. 

The  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  proceed  : they  fay,  they  do  not  believe, 
that  in  the  whole  province  of  Munfter,  there  exift,  of  prices  unufually  high, 
three  or  even  two  inftances.  The  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  do  not  believe 
that  throughout  the  whole  province  of  Munfter,  in  the  counties  of  Cork,  Tip- 
perary, Limerick,  Kerry,  or  Clare,  in  all  the  livings,  lay,  as  well  as  eccleftaftic, 
among  all  the  owners  of  tithe,  clergymen,  lay-impropriators,  tithe-prodors, 
tithe  farmers,  or  fub-titlie  farmers,  there  exift  of  prices  unufually  high,  three 
or  even  two  inftances.  I refped  the  parochial  clergy,  and  marvel,  that  fo 
grave  a body  Ihould  have  been  induced  to  commit  itfelf  on  fo  extraordinary 
an  aflertion. 

The  declaimers  for  tithe  have  reprefented  the  landlords  of  Ireland  as  extor- 
tioners, thefe  are  the  lay-impropriators  ; the  fame  declaimers  have  reprefent- 
ed the  middle-men  as  extortioners,  thefe  are  the  tithe-farmers : do  thefe  de- 
feriptions  of  men,  the  landlords,  who  are  extortioners,  the  middle-men,  vv^ho 
are  extortioners,  put  on  a new  nature  when  they  come  in  contad  with  tithe, 
and  derive  the  virtue  of  moderation  from  the  contagion  of  a property  the  beft 
formed  to  prompt,  reward,  and  conceal  exadion  ? This  is  infallibility  ! denied 
indeed  to  the  dodrine  of  the  priefthood,  but  now  transferred  to  the  property 
of  the  church.  Here  again  breaks  out  that  fpirit  of  corps,  which  always  ex- 
pofes  the  church  ; there  is  no  extravagant  conclufion  to  which  it  will  not  lead 
men  in  certain  fituations,  though  of  excellent  underftandings.  But,  to  wave 
the  raftinefs  of  fuch  an  aftertion,  had  not  the  parochial  clergy  of  IMunfter 
their  own  experience  to  dired  them  ? Had  they  never  made  the  ratage  or 
value  of  church  benefices  any  part  of  their  private  meditation  r Had  they  not 
the  returns  admitted  to  be  made  in  1786,  to  dired  them?  There,  every 
where,  they  could  have  difeovered  their  error.  What ! in  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  Munfter  they  do  not  believe  that  of  prices  unufually  high  there  exift 
three  or  even  two  inftances  ? Admit  their  pofition,  and  they  are  ruined  ; all 
are  alike,  12.s.  I4s.  l6^.  20.y.  or  27s.  the  acre,  for  potatoes,  are,  according  to 
this,  not  theunufual  charges  of  a ^ew,  but  the  extortions  of  all.  Never  was 
fuch  an  attack  publiftted  againft  the  fouthern  clergy,  as  this  manifefto  propa- 
gated by  themfelves  ; and,  left  fuch  a paper  ftiouki  extend  or  defeend  to  pre- 
judice the  clergy  with  the  prefent  and  with  future  times,  let  me  interpofe  a 
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moment,  and  refcue  their  character  from  their  vindication;  unable  as  I 
find  myfelf  in  this  ftep  to  fupport  their  diferetion,  let  me  fay  fomething  in 
favor  of  their  truth  and  moderation ; and,  in  contradiction  to  the  firft  para- 
graph of  their  manifefto,  let  me  affiire  you,  that  the  prices  fworn  to  by  fome 
of  the'  clergy,  or  their  witnelfes,  however  high,  were  truly  fet  forth  by  the 
fame ; but,  let  me  add,  in  contradidion  to  the  third  paragraph,  that  thofe 
prices  were  unufually  high ; the  extortions  of  the  particular  men,  not  of  the 
body  in  general;  and,  for  the  fake  of  the  body  in  general,  and  the  indivi- 
duals in  particular,  let  me  hope  their  manifefto  may  meet  with  but  little  re- 
gard. 

Having  ceafed  to  affert,  the  manifefto  proceeds  to  interrogate.  "When  a 
grave  and  refpeclable  body  of  men  propound  quefiions,  they  deferve  anfwers,  ^ 
even  though  the  queftions  themfelves  are  of  little  moment.  The  parochial 
clergy  of  Munfter  interrogate,  whether  a want  of  moderation  in  fome  (fup- 
pofing,  what  they  do  not  allow.  Inch  want  to  exift)  befpeaks  a want  of  mo- 
deration in  all ; without  adverting  to  the  rules  of  logic,  and  confulting 
merely  the  charafter  of  the  clergy  of  the  fouth,  particularly  fome  of  the  fub- 
feribers,  I fliould  immediately  anfwer  in  the  negative;  but,  if  I paid  any  at- 
tention to  the  manifefto,  I ftiould  anfwer  in  the  affirmative ; becaufe,  in  part 
of  that  unlucky  produftion,  I find  tliat  the  exadions  of  the  few,  though  not 
according  to  the  practice,  do  not  appear  fuificiently  offenfive  to  the  principles 
of  the  many,  but  are  ftated  as  probably  juftifiable ; it  is  therefore  only  by  re- 
jecting their  Defence  that  we  can  anfwer  their  queftion  to  their  fatisfaClion  or 
their  credit.  The  parochial  clergy  of  IMunfter  alk,  whether  the  want  of  mo- 
deration in  fome  (if  any)  will  account  for  the  indiferiminate  attack  made  on 
the  borly  ? To  this  queftion  I lament  that  no  anfwer  can  be  given,  becaufe  all 
enquiry  was,  and  is  now  refifted  by  fome  of  that  very  quarter,  from  whence 
the  queftion  has  proceeded.  We  cannot  determine,  however  we  may  furmife, 
that  high  charges  in  fome  inftances  on  the  peafants  fubfiftence,  tithed  in  no 
other  part  of  Ireland,  might  have  excited  difeontents  which  go  generally  be- 
yond the  region  of  their  caufes,  and  fpread  by  contagion.  The  parochial 
clergy  of  Munfter  afie,  Avhether  the  want  of  moderation,  if  any,  in  fome,  n ill 
juftify  every  fpecies  of  violence,  combination,  and  exaCtion?  To  whom  do 
they  apply  this  queftion  ? To  government,  who  gave  them  troops  ; to  the  le- 
gifiature,  that  gave  them  a riot-aCl ; and  a whiteboy-aCl,  and  a magiftracy 
and  two  compenfatiou-acls  Are  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  aware  of 
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the  force,  the  influence,  the  expeiice,  and  the  high  penal  nature  of  tliefe  mea- 
fures?  And  how  the  conftitution  bled,  and  the  fprings  of  juftice  well  nigh 
cracked,  while  we  liflencd  to  fuch  fuggeftions?  Do  I condemn  tb.em?  No. 
After  fome  necelfary  qualifications  and  amendment,  I voted  for  moft  of  them. 
Whatever  right  the  red  of  the  community  may  have  to  expoftulate  Avith  me 
on  this  fubjedl,  they  have  none.  I voted,  under  the  prefllire  of  the  times, 
for  temporary  coercion,  before  enquiry ; and  I did  hope  the  clergy  would  not 
have  oppofed  me  in  moving  for  fubfequent  enquiry,  to  prevent  the  continu- 
ation and  repetition  of  coercion.  The  parochial  clergy  of  INIunfter  afl^,  'whe- 
ther exaftion  will  jullify  outrage?  I own  I am  at  a lofs  to  difcover  their  pro- 
vocation for  fuch  an  interrogatory.  Verfed,  as  they  certainly  are,  in  the 
fcience  of  ethics,  they  undoubtedly  mud  know,  that  crimes  judify  their  pu- 
nilhment,  not  one  another.  Exa6fion  Avill  not  judify  robbery,  nor  robbery 
exaftion.  W'hen  the  fouthern  clergy  applied  to  government  for  troops,  to 
the  legiflature  for  capital  puniflnnents,  they  faid,  “ Supprefs  the  infurgent 
“ by  arms,  punifh  the  robber  by  death,”  and  we  liftened  to  them.  When 
they  come  forth  a fecond  time,  Avith  atarnilhed  difplay  of  pad  fufferings,  and 
Avith  a peevidi  interrogatory,  “ Whether  exaction  Avill  judify  every  fpecies  of 
“ cruelty,”  they  mean  nothing ; or,  they  do  mean  “ Be  tender  of  the  exac- 
“ ter — do  not  enquire  into  his  tranfgredions — let  his  futferings  be  a fet-off 

againd  his  offences and  here  Ave  cannot  liften  to  them  ; otherAvife,  civil 
fociety,  contrary  I am  fure  to  their  intentions,  Avould  ceafe  to  be  a fyftem  of 
rcAvard  ancl  punilhment,  and  Avould  beeome  nothing  more  than  a fcale  of 
iniquity ; from  exaftion  to  tumult,  and  from  tumult  fuppredcd,  to  exacfion 
triumphant ! difguding  extremes  ! A bifhop  baAvling  for  tithe,  or  a Avhiteboy 
for  rebellion. 

The  parochial  clergy  of  IMunder  afk,  Avhether  a AV^ant  of  moderation  in 
fome,  Avill  judify  a crimination  of  the  A\diole  body?  Avhich  crimination  they 
affirm  to  be  the  great  objeft  and  end  of  the  fpeech  alluded  to.  To  this  moft 
ferious  and  unmerited  reflection,  I anfwer,  that  I did  arraign  many  of  the 
tithe-farmers,  many  of  the  tithe-pro6tors,  and  fome  of  the  clergy  of  the 
fouth;  but  that  I did  not  arraign  the  majority  of  the  latter  defcription,  on  the 
contrary,  declared  I prefumed  the  majority  to  be  innocent.  I may  add,  that 
fome  of  their  fubfcribing  dignitaries  Avere  prefent ; the  manifedo  tlienis  liable 
to  this  obfervation,  that  it  has  brought  forAvard  the  mifreprefentation  of  my 
fpeech,  and  that  it  has  omitted  to  bring  forward  the  faft  I am  glad,  hoAvever, 
VoL.  II.  6 X that 
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that  the  parocliial  clergy  of  Munftcr,  by  their  qiieftion,  declare  they  difap» 
prove  of  general  charges,  founded  on  fome  particular  inftances ; but  this 
conceffion  will  fubject  them  to  a keen  retort  from  various  deferiptions  of  his 
majefty’s  fubjefts:  and  firft,  from  all  the  peafaiitry  of  IMunfter,  who  will  afk, 
whether  the  turbulence  of  fome  peafants  juftified  a certain  quarter  in  refill- 
ing an  enquiry  into  the  diftrelfes  of  the  body  at  large?  and  whether  thofe 
excellcs  j 111  tilled  the  dcclaimers  for  tithe  in  reprefenting  the  peafantry  of 
JMunfter  as  one  vaft  confederated  popilh  banditti  ? It  will  expofe  them  to 
another  queftion  from  the  landlords  of  Ireland,  who  may  alk,  whether  the 
rack-rent  of  fome  juftilied  thofe  declaimers  for  tithe  in  reprefenting  the 
landlords  of  Ireland  in  general  as  extortioners?  It  will  expofe  them  to  ano- 
ther queftion  from  all  the  Prelbyterians,  who  may  alk,  whether  the  rifing  of 
fome  Popilli  peafants  in  tlie  fouth,  juftilied  the  advocates  for  tithes  in  pro- 
claiming the  Prelbyterians  of  the  north,  and  indeed  tlie  whole  Prefbyterian 
community,  as  laboring  under  an  incapacity  of  being  fincere  friends  to  the 
conhitution  ? It  will  expofe  them  to  another  queftion  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tliolics,  who  will  alii,  whether  fuch  rifings  as  above,  juftilied  the  advocates 
for  tithes  in  reprefenting  the  whole  Catholic  community  as  inimical  to  the 
conftitution,  and  incredible  on  their  oaths?  What  defeription  of  fubjedlsthat 
has  not  been  traduced  ? What  charadter  that  has  not  been  outraged  ? Offend 
their  God,  and  fome  men  will  abfolve ; offend  their  property,  and  they  per- 
fecute.  I am  glad  that  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  have  felt  the  impro- 
priety, though  I lliould  be  forry  they  ever  fhould  feel  the  ladi  of  general  re- 
flections, founded  on  particular  inllances : and  I fmcerely  hope  it  will  be  a 
leffon  to  fome  of  their  billiops  in  future  not  to  make,  and  a Icffon  to  fome  of 
the  clergy  not  to  countenance  fuch  general  reflection.  I agree  with  the  pa- 
' rochial  clergy  of  Munfter  fuch  reflections  are  matter  of  cenfure  in  a printer; 
but  I go  a Hep  further — I do  not  think  them  matter  of  thankfgiving  in  a biHiop. 

The  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  complain,  that  all  means  have  been  ufed 
to  give  currency  to  unmerited  cenfure,  and  to  impofe  a ftigma  on  the  clergy 
of  JMunfter.  They  are  right,  but  let  them  direCt  their  complaints  to  the  pro- 
per objects ; let  them  turn  to  thofe  who  helped  certain  ponderous  publications 
on  their  fide,  through  a feries  of  heavy'editions : let  them  turn  to  their  own 
hot  and  hazardous  pilots : let  them  expoftulate  with  their  own  ftars,  thofe 
cloudy  luminaries,  under  wdiofe  angry  influence  w’orthy  men  have  fought 
thofe  rocks  on  which  they  fear,  vainly  I liope,  the  wreck  of  their  reputation. 
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Let  them  turn  to  thofe  who  advifed  fome  amongft  them  to  rehrt;  tlie  interert; 
of  the  manufacturer,  by  petitioning  againft  a modus  for  flax;  to  refift  tlie 
intereft  of  the  hufbandman,  by  petitioning  againft  a bill  for  the  improvement 
of  barren  land  ; to  thofe  who  attempted  to  commit  the  eftabliflied  church, 
with  the  whole  Catholic  community,  by  declaring  the  individuals  who  com- 
pofe  it  to  be  incredible  on  oath,  and  Avith  the  whole  Prefbyterian  community, 
by  declaring  both  to  be  inimical  to  the  conftitution  of  the  realm.  Turn  to 
thofe  Avho  fpirited  up  AA  orthy  men  to  exprefs  their  approbation  of  fuch  illaud- 
able  productions.  Turn  to  thofe  aaIio  have  now  fpirited  up  gra\"e  and  Avorthy 
men  to  come  forAA'ard  Avith  this  empty  manifefto.  The  clergy,  no  doubt, 
have  reafon  to  complain  of  the  paper  Avar;  they  hav’e  found,  in  a country 
Avhere  reafon  may  Avrite,  the  palm  is  not  to  the  poAverful ; their  antagonifts 
luA^e  reached  them,  but  the  Avorft  Avound  came  from  their  OAvn  quarter;  the 
pompous  folly,  the  dogmatical  and  intolerant  fpirit,  the  falfe  alarm  fpread, 
the  unfounded  charge  made,  the  AV'ant  of  difcretion,  the  Avant  of  decorum, 
and  the  Avant  of  temper.  There  is  fomething  Avhich  diftinguiflies  an  ecclefi- 
aftical  Avar  on  the  fubjeCl  of  property ; a miraculous  degree  of  perfeverance, 
a mar\*ellous  portion  of  fire,  a certain  turbulence  of  zeal,  and  an  appetite  for 
the  thing  in  controA-erfy,  Avhich  is  not  only  keen  but  ferocious,  lioAvever, 
if  their  OAvn  publications  haA’e  hurt  them,  the  injury  is  not  grCat ; none  of 
them  have  been  read,  that  are  not  noAV  forgotten;  the  brief  children  of  tem- 
poral defires,  they  haAT  tafted  of  death,  even  in  tlie  life  time  of  their  ghoftly 
father. 

To  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Munfter,  the  parochial  clergy  appeal.  Why 
not  the  poor  ? do  they  not  pay  tithe?  do  not  their  potatoe  gardens  pay  tithe? 
The  Saviour  of  man  Avould  not  have  palled  them  by.  Had  he  only  appealed 
to  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Judaia,  he  muft  have  overlooked  his  OAvn  apof- 
tles.  Had  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  been  left  to  themfelves,  their  ap- 
peal Avould  have  taken  a more  evangelic  direction  ; but  Avhen  potentates  pre- 
feribe,  Avhen  certain  dignitaries,  long  in  the  habits  of  courtly  application 
fuggeft,  the  parochial  clergy  are  controlled,  and  thofe  right  reverend  fpiri- 
tual  politicians  prefent,  as  ufiial,  their  faces  to  the  great,  and  habitually  turn 
from  the  poor  and  the  Lord ; they  overlook  Lazarus  expiring  at  their  feet, 
and  call  on  Div^es  to  give  his  fenfe  on  the  fubjeCl  of  charity.  IlaA'e  the  pa- 
rochial clergy  forgotten,  that,  by  fome  of  their  OAvm  writers,  thefe  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  have  been  reprefented  as  the  patrons  of  exaCtion,  though  now 
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the  poor  are  referred  to  them,  as  the  arbiters  of  moderation.  I am  fure  the 
landed  iiitereh  was  grofsly  mifreprefeuted,  I am  glad  the  parochial  clergy  of 
r»lunfter  are  fenfible  of  it.  But  it  is  not  fuch  men  that  can  eftablilli  the  cler- 
gy’s character  for  moderation,  becaufe  fuch  men  are  feldom  the  object  of 
their  exaction;  it  is  the  poor,  to  whom  they  do  not  appeal,  it  is  the  cottager’s^ 
voice,  the  peafant’s  teftimony  ; or,  (fince  he  is  not  allowed  to  be  credible  on 
oath)  his  fimple  affirmative;  or,  (fince  hemuftnotfpeak  his  native  language) 
his  hands  uplifted  in  their  favor : thefe  are  the  bell  witnelfes  to  prove  the 
moderation  of  the  clergy  of  Munfter. 

The  parochial  clergy  of  IMunfter  inform  you,  that  the  church  is  attacked  ; 
they  tell  you  more,  that  religion  is  attacked ; and  they  tell  you  how,  becaufe 
an  attack,  as  they  conceive,  has  been  made  on  themfelves.  They  annex  the 
exillence  of  the  church,  and  the  divinity  of  religion,  to  the  importance  of 
their  own  perfons.  With  every  refpedl  for  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter, 
I cannot  accede  to  the  irreverent  and  vulgar  familiarity  with  which  contro- 
verfialifts  on  their  fide  are  prone  to  introduce  and  make  common  caufe  with 
the  Almighty.  Let  bigots  rail,  let  polemics  revile,  let  headlong  zealots  vo- 
ciferate, but  the  parochial  clergy  of  Munfter  will  agree  with  me,  that  liceu- 
tioufnefs  fiiould  be  confined  to  the  human  fpecies,  and  that  the  majefty  of 
the  Godhead  fiiould  remain  inviolate.  What,  is  there  nothing  in  our  reli- 
gion, nothing  in  its  external,  nothing  in  its  internal  evidence,  nothing  in  its 
miracles,  prophecies,  propagation,  doftrine,  and  diftion,  to  raife  its  author 
above  the  poffibility  of  being  affeded  by  the  paper  war,  and  wretched  con- 
troverfy,  in  which  fome  idle  ecclefiaftics  may  have  involved  themfelves;  He 
has  prevailed  againft  greater  enemies,  the  pride  of  the  high  prieft,  the  fervi- 
lity  of  the  bifiiop.  But  it  fiiould  feem  that  it  was  not  religion  which  fup- 
ported  the  parfon,  but  the  parfon  that  fupported  religion.  The  error,  how- 
ever, is  natural  and  common;  the  politician  thinks  the  ftate  refts  on  his 
fiioulders ; and  the  dignified  divine  imagines  the  church  and  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, the  firmanent  and  ftarry  fphere  to  dance  round  his  perfon  and  pro- 
perty. It  is  a matter  of  curiofity  to  know  what,  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
has  endangered  the  Chriftian  religion;  an  anonymous  pamphlet  againft  tithe, 
and  a motion  to  enquire  into  the  fufferings  of  the  poor ; for  this  is  the  God- 
head brought  out  from  his  Ihrine,  and  expofed  as  an  outwork  in  defence  of 
church  property.  However,  if  their  religion  is  fo  connected  with  every  ftep 
they  take,  they  have  the  remedy  within  themfelves;  let  them  agree  to  fuch 
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ads  as  will  benefit  the  community  ; or  let  them  ceafe  to  oppofe  every  ad  that 
has  a tendency  to  relieve  or  to  enquire.  Once  more  1 ofl'er  a public  enquiry ; I 
folicit  once  more  redrefsfor  the  peafantry  of  this  country.  I offer  a bill  ap- 
pointing commiffioners  for  that  falutary  purpofe — Do  the  clergy  of  Munfter 
decline  the  offer  ? What,  are  they  afraid  of  an  enquiry?  ^V  ill  they  flielter 
themfelves  under  a court?  Have  they  come  forth  with  a manifefto,  and  do 
they  now  deprecate  an  examination?  Once  more  I offer  it,  and  I add,  that 
if  this  bill  fhould  pafs,  and  commiffioners  fliould  be  appointed,  the  clergy 
will  be  made  fenfible  that  we  are  friends  to  the  provifion  of  the  church,  as 
well  as  to  the  relief  of  the  people. 


No.  LXXXIV. 

Declaration  of  the  Catholic  Society  of  Dublin.  (P.  330.) 

Dublin,  October  "Ilf , 1791. 

IN  the  prefent  enlightened  and  improved  period  of  fociety,  it  is  not  for  the 
Irifli  Roman  Catholics  alone  to  continue  filent.  Not  accufed  of  any  crime; 
not  confeious  of  any  delinquency,  they  fuflfer  a privation  of  rights  and  con- 
veniencies,  the  penalty  referved  in  wife  ftates  for  offences  of  atrocious  mag- 
nitude. It  does  not  become  them,  whilfl  with  liberality  ever  to  be  gratefully 
remembered,  many  deferiptions  of  their  fellow-citizens  compaflionate  their 
fituation,  to  feem  indifferent  to  the  defirable,  and  they  hope,  not  diftant 
event  of  their  emancipation.  They  wifh  to  afeertain  upon  what  terms  they 
may  venture  to  fettle  in  a country,  which  they  love  with  the  rational  preference 
of  men,  not  the  fimplicity  of  puerile  acquicfcence.  It  is  not  for  the  Irifh 
Catholics,  armed  as  their  caufe  is  with  reafon  and  juftice,  like  public  foes  to 
feek  advantage  from  public  calamity.  They  ought  to  advance  their  claim  at 
a time  moft  favorable  to  difeuflion,  when  the  condition  of  the  empire  is 
flourifiiing  and  tranquil.  They  might  feem  culpable  to  their  country,  if  af- 
fecting to  dhfemble  what  it  were  unmanly  not  to  feel,  they  referved  their  pre- 
tenfions  in  ambufeade  to  augment  the  perplexities  of  fome  critical  emergency. 
They  would  be  culpable  to  pofterity,  if  they  omitted  to  profit  of  the  general 
inclination  of  public  fentiment.  They  would  be  culpable  to  themfelves,  if 
they  fuffered  an  imputation  to  fubfift,  that  in  the  extent  of  the  Britifli  terri- 
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tory,  they  alone  fubmit  without  repining,  to  a mortifying  and  oppreflTivc 
bondage,  degrading  to  themfelves,  and  pernicious  to  their  country.  They 
conceive,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  their  filence  might  be  received  as 
evidence  of  fuch  difpofitions.  ^ 

Influenced  by  thefe  confiderations,  and  inflructed  by  a recent  tranfadlion, 
that  although  laws  may  be  fliameful  and  prepofterous ; for  even  in  a philo- 
fophic  age  there  Avill  be  bigots  and  tyrants,  where  the  votaries  of  freedom  are 
molt  fanguine.  A number  of  Roman  Catholics,  refident  in  Dublin,  have 
formed  themfelves  into  a fociety,  Avhich  they  invite  their  fellow  fufferers 
throughout  the  nation  to  unite  with,  which  lliall  have  for  its  objedl  to  confi- 
der,  and  individually  to  fupport  with  all  their  zeal  and  perfonal  influence, 
fuch  meafures,  not  inconfiftent  with  their  duty  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  as  fliall 
appear  likely  to  relieve  them  from  the  oppreffions  and  difqualifications 
impofed  in  this  country  on  perfons  profeffing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 
We  therefore  do  unanimoufly  refolve. 

That  we  Avill,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  pOAver,  endeavour,  by  all  legal  and  con- 
ftitutional  means,  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the  laAvs  by  Avhich  Ave  are  aggrieved, 
as  Roman  Catholics.  That  Ave  Avill  promote  repeated  application  to  every 
branch  of  the  legiflature  for  that  purpofe ; and  aflTift  fuch  application  by  all 
means  of  legal  influence,  Avhich  it  fliall  at  any  time  be  poffible  for  us  to  exert. 
It  Avould  be  tedious,  it  might  be  difgufling,  to  recount  each  individual 
grievance  under  Avhich  Ave  fuller.  The  Roman  Catholics  feem  preferA^ed  in 
this  land  but  as  a fource  of  revenue.  The  Avhole  Icgiflative,  the  Avhole  exe- 
cutive, the  Avhole  judicial  poAvers  of  the  fate,  are  in  the  hands  of  men,  over 
Avhom  they  have  no  control;  and  Avith  Avhom  they  can  have  little  intercourfe. 
They  are  prohibited  to  engage  in  any  mode  of  induftry  from  Avhich  it  is  pof- 
fible to  debar  them,  or  Avhich  is  Avorth  the  monopoly.  They  are  refridted  in 
the  education  of  their  children.  As  confeientious  A\'e  cannot  lightly  aban- 
don our  religion,  as  prudent  men  Ave  hefitate  to  engage  in  controverfial  ftudy ; 
the  Avifeft  have  been  bewildered  in  fuch  purfuits,  and  they  are  for  the  molt 
part  incompatible  Avith  our  necelfary  occupations.  Nor  is  there  any  moral 
advantage  held  out  as  an  inducement  to  change  our  creed:  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that  Ave  Ihould  become  better  men,  or  more  dutiful  fubjedls,  but 
merely  experimentalifts  in  religion  feek  to  gratify  their  caprice  by  forcing  us 
from  our  habits  of  education  into  the  perplexing  labyrinth  of  theology. 

The  liberty  of  Ireland  to  thofe  of  our  communion  is  calamity,  and  their 
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misfortunes  feein  likely  to  encreafe,  as  the  country  lliall  improve  in  profpcritv 
and  freedom.  They  may  look  Avith  envy  to  the  lubjcds  of  an  ai  biti  ary  mo- 
narch, and  contraft  that  government,  in  Avhich  one  great  tyrant  ravages  the 
land,  Avith  the  thoufand  inferior  defpots  Avhom  at  every  inftant  they  muft 
encounter.  They  have  the  buftie  and  cumberfome  forms  Avithont  the  ad- 
vantages of  liberty.  The  octennial  period,  at  Avhich  the  delegated  truft  of 
leghlation  is  revoked,  and  his  importance  reftored  to  the  conftituent,  returns 
but  to  difturb  their  tranquillity,  and  revive  the  recolledtion  of  their  debafement. 
All  the  aftivity,  all  the  popular  a6ls  of  eledioneering  canvas,  enforce  the  idea 
of  their  infignificance  ; they  exemplify  it  too;  Avitnefs  the  various  preferences 
given  by  perfons  of  rank  to  not  ahvays  the  mod  deferving  among  our  Pro- 
teftant  countrymen,  a preference  nearly  as  detrimental  to  the  independent 
Protedants  as  to  us. 

There  exids  not  in  their  behalf  any  control  over  poAA'er.  They  have  felt 
the  truth  of  this  adertion,  Avhen  in  this  age  of  toleration,  even  Avithin  the  lad 
eight  years,  feveral  neAV  penal  datutes  have  been  ena6ted  againft  them. 

They  experience  it  daily,  not  alone  in  the  great  deliberations  of  the  nation, 
and  in  the  little  concerns  of  public  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  date,  but  in 
the  local  impofition  of  county  and  parochial  taxes.  AVe  appeal  to  our  rulers,. 
Ave  appeal  to  Ireland,  Ave  appeal  to  Europe,  if  Ave  deferve  a place  in  fociety, 
fhould  Ave  feem.Avilling  to  infmuate  that  fuch  a fituation  is  not  feverely  unac- 
ceptable. 

A\^e  are  fatisfied  that  the  mere  repeal  of  the  laAAS  againft  us  Avill  pro\T  but 
feebly  benedcial,  unlefs  the  a6l  befanctioned  by  the  concurrence  of  our  Pro- 
tedant  brethren,  and  thofe  jealoudes  removed  by  Avhich  the  focial  intercourfe 
of  private  life  is  interrupted.  It  is  time  av’C  diould  ceafe  to  be  didined  nations, 
forcibly  enclofed  Avithin  the  limits  of  one  idand.  It  diall  be  a capital  obje6l 
of  our  inditution  to  encourage  the  fpirit  of  harmony,  and  fentiments  of  af- 
fedtion,  Avhich  the  ties  of  common  intered,  and  common  countiy,  ought,  ere 
noAA’’,  to  have  infpired.  Countrymen!  too  long  have  we  fudered  ouiIcIats  to- 
be  oppofed  in  rmal  fact  ions,  to  each  other,  the  fport  of  thofe  avIio  felt  no  ten- 
dernefs  for  either.  Why  diould  diverdty  of  fentiment,  lb  ufual  Avhere  the 
matter  in  debate  is  abdrufe  or  important,  feparate  thofe  Avhom  heaven  placed 
together  for  mutual  benedt  and  confolation?  Objects,  material  in  their  day, 
produced  hodility  betAveen  our  ancedors.  The  caufes  of  that  difeord  have 
ceafed  to  exid;  let  the  enmity  too  periih.  Let  it  be  the  duty  of  prefent  and. 
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future  ages  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  fuch  unnatural  and  calamitous  clif- 
fention;  except  in  the  a6tual  clifcharge  of  the  religious  duties,  which  con- 
fcience  renders  inevitable,  we  wifli  there  never  iliall  be  found  a trace  of  that, 
which  may  poffibly  divide  us  into  diftindl  communities. 

The  ill  effects  of  thefe  reftridtions  are  not  confined  to  thofe  of  our  religion; 
they  extend  to  every  individual,  and  every  public  body  in  the  nation;  under 
the  weight  of  them,  induftry,  under  their  influence,  public  fpiritis  enervated. 
It  is  the  intereft  of  every  man  in  Ireland  that  the  entire  code  Ihould  be  abo- 
lilhed.  It  is  the  intereft  of  the  crown,  as  it  muft  promote  the  general  happi- 
nefs  of  the  fubjebds.  It  is  the  intereft  of  the  great,  as  it  will  ferve  to  tranquil- 
lize the  country,  and  to  encourage  induftry;  it  is  the  additional  intereft  of  the 
middle  and  inferior  ranks,  as  it  muft  impart  new  importance  to  their  fentiments, 
and  to  the  expreflion  of  their  fentiments  ; we  call  upon  every  order  of  the  ftate, 
not  alone  by  their  benevolence  and  juftice,  but  by  their  patriotifm  and  felf 
intereft,  to  co-operate  with  our  exertions. 

It  adds  the  infult  of  mockery  to  the  misfortune  of  the  Irilh  Catholics,  that 
the  number  of  perfons  aggrieved,  in  every  other  inftance  an  inducement  to 
redrefs,  is  a reafon  alleged  to  procraftinate  their  relief,  and  an  argument  ufed 
to  impofe  filence  on  their  murmurs  ; is  it  their  a6t,  that  a multitude  of  Irifli- 
men  are  aggregated  by  common  grievance,  and  clafl'ed  in  one  great  commu- 
nity of  fellow-fufferers  ? Why  accufe  them  of  hoftility  to  the  conftitution  ? 
They  earneftly  folicit  to  participate  in  its  advantages.  Why  fufpedt  them 
of  enmity  to  their  country?  They  defire  entirely  to  incorporate  themfelves 
w’ith  it,  to  contra6t  clofer  ties,  ndneh  fiiall  decide  them  to  confign  their  pofte- 
rity  irrevocabl}^  to  its  bofom.  We  envy  not  its  endowments  to  the  efta- 
blilhed  church;  adverfity  has  inftru6ted  us,  that  all  the  confolations  which 
are  promifed,  are  moft  faithfully  and  tenderly  adminiftered  by  the  paftors 
with  moderate  appointments,  a free  gift  of  gratitude  to  the  kindeft  benefac- 
tors. Faftidioufly  excluded  from  the  conftitution,  we  can  pronounce  on  it 
but  as  aliens,  by  fpeculation.  We  difeern  in  it  the  means  of  much  happinefs  ; 
Ave  regret  that  its  fymmetry  is  not  complete ; a chafm  remains  which  might  be 
filled  with  advantage  by  the  Roman  Catholics;  Ave  have  neither  paftion  nor 
intereft  at  A^ariance  Avith  the  order  of  things  it  profefles  to  eftablifti.  We 
defire  only  that  property  in  our  hands  may  have  its  natural  AA^eight,  and 
merit  in  our  children  its  rational  encouragement.  We  have  fAvorn  allegiance 
to  our  foA^ereign,  and  the  very  evils  Ave  complain  of  prove  hoAV  inviolable  is  our 
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attachment  to  fuch  obligation.  We  refpect  the  peerage,  the  ornament  of 
the  hate,  and  the  bulwark  of  the  people,  interpofmg,  as  we  hope  the  Irifli 
Catholics  will  experience,  mediatory  good  offices  between  authority  and  the 
objedts  of  it  We  folicit  a ffiare  of  interefl  in  the  exiftence  of  the  commons. 
Do  you  require  an  additional  teft?  We  offer  one  more  unequivocal  than  a 
volume  of  abjurations — we  hope  to  be  free,  and  will  endeavour  to  be  united. 
Do  you  require  new  proofs  of  our  fmcerity  ? We  ftood  by  you  in  the  exigen- 
cies of  our  country.  We  extend  our  hands,  the  pledge  of  cordiality.  Who 
is  he  that  calls  himfelf  a friend  to  Ireland,  and  will  refufe  us  ? 

We  feel  ourfelves  juffified  in  this  affociation  : the  period  draws  near  when  it 
will  be  fit  the  Iriffi  Catholics  approach  the  legiflature  with  refpe6lful  felicita- 
tions. It  is  meet  that  thofe  who  fuller  lliould  confer,  in  order  to  afeertain 
the  means  and  matter  of  redrefs  likely  to  prove  at  once  fatisfactory  and  fuc- 
cefsful.  It  is  inlinuated,  that  fome  of  our  Proteftant  brethren  are  adverfe  to 
our  emancipation  ; it  is  meet  we  lliould  inveftigate  the  grounds  of  this  ftrange 
affertion.  The  laws  that  have  feparated  us  from  our  countrymen,  deftroying 
our  intercourfe  with  bodies  conftitutecl  by  authority,  leave  us  no  other 
manner  to  collect,  or  to  convey  the  general  fenfe  of  our  grievances,  than  this 
of  a felf-created  fociety.  ^\  e mean  not  to  interfere  with  the  harmony  now 
happily  fubfifting  through  the  nation  : if  the  applications  on  our  behalf  are 
complied  with,  we  can  never  have  occafion;  if  rejedted,  we  cannot  have  an 
interelt  to  interrupt  it.  Engaged  for  the  moft  part  in  the  various  departments 
of  commerce,  we  are  concerned  not  lefs  than  any  other  clafs  of  citizens,  to 
cultivate  the  bleffmgs  of  tranquillity ; individually,  Ave  have  more  at  ftake 
than  forne,  who  prefume  to  falfify  our  motives,  and  calumniate  our  aclions. 
The  Rqman  Catholic  body  meafured  ftrength  with  the  power  of  the  Itate,  and 
was  vanquilhed,  when  it  poffelfed  a force  that  never  can  be  exerted,  and  was 
oppofed  to  enemies  far  lefs  numerous  than  it  now  lliould  encounter.  The  coiifif- 
cations  of  that  period  are  confirmed  to  the  prefent  occupiers  by  imnienioriai  pof- 
feffions,  by  the  utter  impoffibility  of  afcertainiiig  the  original  proprietors,  by 
the  perfonal  and  pecuniary  interefi;  of  alnioft  every  Roman  Catholic  in  the 
land  to  maintain  the  fettlement.  IMaiiy  of  our  communion  already  have, 
and  ftill  more  are  likely  to  expend  their  property  on  titles  derived  under 
thefe  forfeitures.  It  is  not  from  the  wealthy,  attached  to  their  prefent  enjoy- 
ment, that  commotion  is  to  be  apprehended.  It  is  not  from  the  induftrious ; 
a fingle  year  of  anarchy  niuft  prove  fatal  to  their  competence.  It  is  not  from 
VoL.  II.  6 Y the 


170 


APPENDIX. 


tlie  poor,  a wretched  band  of  flaves,  mouldering  under  thefe  bad  laws,  and 
only  made  ul’e  of  to  degrade  the  Irilh  Catholics  to  a rabble,  when  it  is  conve- 
nient to  defpife  them.  We  are  Mulling  to  forget  that  any  befide  the  prefent 
race  ever  exifted  in  this  ifland.  We  long  have  been  Mulling  to  forget  it,  if  our 
recolleftion  were  not  kept  alive  by  wdiat  we  fuffer,  and  by  the  celebration  of 
feflivals,  memorable  only  as  they  denote  the  a^ra  and  the  events,  from  whence 
we  date  our  bondage. 

We  will  endeavour  by  temperate,  by  unremitting  affiduity,  to  procure  the 
benefit  of  that  conftitution,  M'hich,  of  our  fellow-fubje6ts,  is  denied  alone  to 
thofe  of  our  perfuafion.  We  are  amenable  to  all  the  decrees  of  the  ftate  ; M^e 
contribute  to  all  its  exigencies  ; M^e  are  ftill  to  be  informed  upon  what  grounds 
its  advantages  are  made  a monopoly  to  our  exclufion.  We  challenge  an 
inveftigation  of  our  principles  and  conduct ; M'e  feel  not  ourfelves  ; M^e  know 
not  that  there  is  in  our  brethren  a deficiency  of  manly  fpirit,  of  capacity  or 
virtue;  which  ought  to  affign  to  the  Irifii  Roman  Catholics  an  inferior  rank 
among  the  creatures  of  our  common  Father.  If  we  have  a crime,  it  is  to 
liave  flept  over  our  chains  ; our  caufe  is  the  caufe  of  juftice,  and  our  country. 
We  folicit  counfel  and  afiliftance  from  all  to  whom  thefe  facred  names  do  not 
prefent  themfelves  unheeded. 

To  the  patronage  of  the  lettered  we  peculiarly  recommend  ourfelves ; 
where  talents  have  arifen  among  us,  they  have  been  compelled  to  feek  refuge 
in  a foreign  country,  or  they  have  perifiied  in  their  infancy,  robbed  of  the 
liope  that  animates;  curtailed  of  the  education  that  invigorates  them.  We 
claim  as  of  right,  the  benefit  of  open  trial  and  candid  difculfion  ; even  amidfi; 
the  cares  of  legiflating  for  an  cxtenfive  empire,  the  Britifii  fenate  did  not 
refufe  its  attention  to  the  unfortunate  exiles  of  Africa.  If  in  this  enlightened 
age  it  is  ftill  our  doom  to  fuffer,  M^e  fubmit ; but  at  leaf!  let  us  learn  what 
imputation  of  crimes  can  inftigate,  or  M'hat  motives  of  expedience  can  account 
for  the  denunciation  of  that  heavy  judgement.  That  if  loyalty,  Mdiich  ftrong 
temptations  could  never  alienate ; if  exemplary  good  condu6t  under  the 
moft  trying  circumftances  ; if  reverence  to  a conftitution  M'hich  in  our  native 
land  Me  are  forbidden  to  approach,  be  infufticient  to  remove  unjuft  afper- 
fions,  and  entitle  us  to  the  kindnefs  and  confidence  of  our  brethren,  we  may 
be  at  leaft  inftrufted  how  M'e  fhould  atone  for  M'hat  we  cannot  deem  inexpi- 
able, the  political  errors  or  misfortunes  of  our  anceftors. 

By  order  of  the  Society, 

Theobald  M‘Kenna. 
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No.  LXXXV. 

The  Conjlitutien  of  the  United  Irijhmen  in  1791-  (P-  330.) 

ift.  THIS  Society  is  conftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  forwarding  a brother- 
hood of  affe6tion,  a coinmunion  of  rights,  and  an  union  of  power  among  Irifli- 
men  of  every  refigious  perfuafion,  and  thereby  to  obtain  a complete  reform  in 
the  legiflature,  founded  on  the  principles  of  civil,  political,  and  religious 
liberty. 

2d.  The  members  of  this  fociety  fliall  either  be  ordinary  or  honorary,  and 
fliall  not  be  limited  to  any  defcription  of  men,  but  to  extend  to  all  perfons 
who  may  be  deemed  eligible. 

3dl3\  Every  candidate  for  admiflTion  into  this  fociety  lliall  be  propofed  by 
one  member,  and  feconded  by  another,  both  of  whom  fliall  vouch  for  his 
character  and  principles,  and  whofe  name  fliall  be  entered  on  the  books  of  the 
fociety  ; the  candidate  to  be  ballotted  for  on  thefociety’s  fubfequent  meeting, 
and  if  one  of  the  beans  be  black,  he  fliall  ftand  rejected. 

4th.  As  a fund  is  neceflary  the  betterto  carry  into  etfe6t  the  purpofe  of  this 
alTociation,  each  member,  on  his  adniilfion,  fliall  pay  to  the  fociety  the  fum 
of,  and  per  month  while  he  fliall  continue  a member. 

5th.  The  officers  of  this  fociety  fliall  be  a fecretary  and  treafurer,  who  fliall 
be  appointed  by  ballot  ever}."  three  months,  viz.  on  every  firlt  meeting  in 
November,. February,  May,  and  Augult. 

6th.  Thisfociety',  in  manner  aforefaid,  fliall  appoint  two  members,  who  with 
the  fecretary  fliall  a6t  for  the  fociety’  in  a baronial  committee,  which  mem- 
bers fliall  receive  on  each  night  of  their  attendance  on  faid  committee. 

7.  This  fociet}'  fliall  in  manner  aforefaid  appoint  members,  who,  with  the 
treafurer,  fliall  form  a committee  of  finance,  &c. 

8th.  At  the  requeft  of  either  committee,  or  any  members  figning  a reijuifi- 
tion,  the  fecretary,  or  if  hefhould  be  abfent,  the  treafurer  fliall  call  an  extra 
meeting  of  the  fociety. 

9th.  This  fociety  fliall  meet  in  ordinar}-  every  ev.cning  at  o’clock;  the 

prefident  to  be  chofen  by  the  majority  of  the  members  prefent,  of  whom 
fliall  be  a quorum. 

10.  Every  refpeft  and  deference  fliall  be  paid  to  the  chairman.  On  his 
rifmg  from  his  feat  and  taking  off  his  hat,  there  fliall  be  filence,  and  the  mem- 
bers feated.  He  fliall  be  judge  of  order  and  propriety  ; fliall  grant  leave  of 
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abfence  at  plealure ; fliall  not  enter  into  debate.  If  any  member  behave 
improperly,  he  is  impowered  to  dire6l  an  apology ; or  if  refractory,  line  him 
in  any  fum  not  exceeding  , and  on  refufal  to  do  as  directed,  he  fliall 

therefore  be  expelled  the  fociety  for 

11th.  No  member  fliall  fpeak  more  than  twice  to  a queftion,  without  leave 
from  the  chairman. 

12.  Every  perfon  eleCted  a member  of  this  fociety,  whether  ordinary  or 
honorary,  fliall,  previous  to  his  admiffion,  take  the  following  tell  in  a feparate 
apartment,  in  the  prefence  of  theperfons  who  propofed  and  feconded  him,  and 
one  member  appointed  by  the  chairman ; or  in  cafe  of  abfence  of  one  of  the 
two  perfons,  the  chairman  fliall  appoint  another  member  to  aCt  for  the 
abfentee ; after  which  the  new  member  fliaU  be  brought  into  the  body  of  the- 
fociety,  and  there  take  the  tefl;  in  the  ufual  form. 

TEST. 

In  the  awful  prefence  of  God. 

“ I,  A,  B.  do  voluntarily  declare,  that  I will  perfevere  in  endeavouring  to 
“ form  a brotherhood  of  affcClion  among  Iriflimen  of  every  religious  perfua- 
“ fion ; and  that  I will  alfo  perfevere  in  my  endeavours  to  obtain  an  equal, 
“ full,  and  adequate  reprefentation  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland. 

“ I do  further  declare  that  neither  hope,  fears,  rewards,  or  punifliments, 
“ fliall  ever  induce  me,  direClly  or  indireClly,  to  inform  on,  or  give  evidence 
“ againft  any  member  of  this  or  fimilar  focieties,  for  any  aCt  or  expreflion  of 
“ theirs  done  or  made  colleClively  or  individually,  in  or  out  of  this  fociety, 
“ in  purfuaiice  of  the  fpirit  of  this  obligation.” 

13th.  A member  of  any  other  acknowledged  fociety,  being  introduced  to 
this  fociety  by  a member,  fliall,  upon  producing  a certificate  figned  by  the 
fecretaiy,  and  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the  fociety  to  which  he  may  belong,  and 
taking  the  foregoing  teftt  be  admitted  to  attend  the  fittings  of  this  fociety. 

1 4th.  No  member  fliall  have  a certificate  but  by  applying  to  the  committee, 
who  fliall  grant  it,  unlefs  the  member  is  leaving  his  place  of  refidence,  which 
certificate  fliall  be  lodged  ivith  the  fecretary  on  his  return. 

15th.  When  this  fociety  fliall  amount  to  the  number  of  thirty-fix  members, 
it  fliall  be  equally  divided  by  lot,  that  is,  the  names  of  all  the  members  fliall 
be  put  into  a hat  or  box,  the  fecretary  or  treafurer  fliall  draw  out  eighteen 
individually,  which  eighteen  fliall  be  confidered  the  fenior  fociet}^,  and  tlie  re- 
maining eighteen  the  junior,  who  fliall  apply  to  the  Baronial  Committee 
through  the  delegates  of  the  fenior  fociety,  for  a number ; and  that  this  divi- 
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fion  fliallonly  take  place  in  the  months  of  bclober,  January,  April,  and  July. 
The  fund  fliall  alfo  be  equally  divided. 

16th,  That  no  fociety  fhall  be  recognized  by  any  committee,  unlefs 
approved  of  and  taking  the  teft,  and  amounting  in  number  to  feven  members 


No.  LXXXVI. 

(P.  334.)  December  27,  1791* 

The  folloxcing  Addrefs  teas  pj'efented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

To  his  Excellency  John  Earl  0/ Westmoreland,  Lord  Lieutenant 
General,  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland. 

WE,  the  undernamed,  his  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje6ls,  Roman 
Catholics  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  defirous  at  all  times  to  declare  unequi- 
vocally our  fentiments  of  loyalty  to  our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  and  our 
attachment  to  the  conftitution,  difclaiming  every  word  or  a6l  which  can 
directly  or  indirectly  tend  to  alarm  the  minds  of  our  brethren,  or  difturb  the 
tranquillity  of  this  country,  have,  in  order  to  prevent  mifreprefentation,  or 
mifconception  of  our  fentiments,  thought  it  necefl’ary  now  to  lay  before  your 
excellency  the  refolutions  hereunto  annexed. 

We  confide  in  your  excellency’s  goodnefs,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  repre- 
fent  us  to  our  moft  gracious  fovereign  fuch  as  we  really  are,  grateful  for  the 
mild  and  benevolent  difpofition  he  has  been  always  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fliew 
towards  us. 

We  rely  with  confidence  on  our  paft,  as  a pledge  for  our  future  condudt ; 
and  as  we  feel  moft  ftrongly  the  benefits,  that  have  arifen  not  only  to  us  in 
particular,  but  to  this  kingdom  in  general,  from  the  indulgence,  which 
through  the  wifdom  of  the  legillature,  we  have  already  received  ; fo  we  look 
with  refpectful  confidence  to  its  wifdom,  liberality,  and  benevolence  for  a 
further  extenfion  of  its  favors. 

Refolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  legiflature  during  the  next 
felfion  of  parliament,  for  a further  repeal  of  the  laws  aftedting  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland. 

Refolved,  That  grateful  for  former  conceffions,  we  do  not  prefume  to  point 
out  the  meafure  or  extent,  to  which  fuch  repeal  fliould  be  carried,  but  leave 

the  fame  to  the  wifdom  and  diferetion  of  the  legiflature,  fully  confiding  in 
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their  liberality  and  benevolence,  that  it  vdll  be  as  extenfn  e as  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  empire,  fliall,  in  their  con- 
fideration,  render  prudent  and  expedient. 

Refolved,  That  firmly  attached  to  our  moft  gracious  fovereign  and  the 
conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and  anxioufly  defirous  to  promote  tranquillity 
and  fubje6lion  to  the  laws,  we  will  ftuclioufly  avoid  all  meafures  which  can 
either  directly,  or  indirectly,  tend  to  difturb  or  impede  the  fame,  and  will  rely 
on  the  wifdom  and  benevolence  of  the  legiflature  as  the  fource,  from  which 
we  defire  to  obtain  a further  relaxation  of  the  above-mentioned  laws. 


Fin  gal 

Gormanftown 

Kenmare 

John  Thomas  Troy,  D.  D.  R.  Cath. 

A.  D. 

Hon.  John  Preflon,  Gormanftown, 
CO.  IVIeath 

Valentine  Browne,  Killarny  co.  Kerry 
Sir  Pat.  Bellew,  Bart.  Barmeath,  co. 
Louth 

Sir  T.  Efmond.  Bart.  co.  Wexford 
Edward  Bellew,  Barmeath  co.  Louth 
Hugh  OTleily,  Ballinlough,  co. 
AVeftmeath 

Malachy  Donnellan,  Bally donnellan, 
CO.  Galway 

Rich.  Farrell  Caddell,  Harbourftown, 
CO.  JMeafh 

R.  Caddell,  Harbourftown,  aforefaid 
Jofeph  Blake,  Ardfry,  co.  Galway 
William  Bellew,  Barmeath  co.  Louth 
J.  Ueafe,  Turberftown,  co.  Weftmeath 
Oliv.  Count  D’Alton,  co.  ATeftmeath 
J.  AAJiite,  Loughbrickland,  co.  Down 
R.  Strange,  Spencer  Hill,  co.  Louth 
AA^  Netterville,  Cruiferathco,  Meath 
Mathew  Donellau,  Ballvdonnellan 
co.  Galway 


Rob.  French,  Rahifane,  co.  Galway^ 
Dom.  AV^  O’Reily,  Kildangan  Caftle, 
c.  Kildare 

John  Burke,  Marble  Hill,  co.  Galway 
]\L  Burke,  Spring  Garden,  co.  Galway 
Tho.  Burke,  IMarble  Hill,  co.  Galway 
IMajor  Anfelm  Nugent,  co  IMeath 
Tho.  Daly,  Cloonaha,  co.  Galway 
Peter  Daly,  Cloonaha  aforefaid 
John  Blake,  Ballimana,  co.  Galway 
Francis  Cruife,  Belgard,  co.  Dublin 
Francis  Goold,  city  of  Cork 
Chrift.  Fitzfimmons,  co.  AAdeklow 
Harve}^  Hay,  Ballintrul,  co.  AVexford 
James  Farrill,  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
Walter  Blakeney,  co.  Carlow 
James  Blakeney^  co.  Carlow 
Pat.  Deafe,  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
John  Huffey  Rakenny,  co.  JMeath 
J.  Dillon,  late  of  Belgard,  co.  Dublin 
E.  Hearne,  Hearnfbrook,  co.  Galway 
George  Butler,  of  Ballyragget 
Dan.  Cronin,  of  Rathmore,  co.  Kerry 
Gregory  Byrne,  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
S.  Roche  John,  of  the  city  of  Limerick 
P.  Roche  John,  of  the  city  of  Limerick 
G.  Ryan,  of  Inch,  co.  Tipperary 
John  O’Brien,  of  the  city  of  Limerick 

Jam. 


APPENDIX. 


175 


Jam.  O’Brien,  of  the  city  of  Limerick 
S.  Roche,  jun.  of  the  city  of  Limerick 
Tho,  Roche,  of  the  city  of  Limerick 
J.  Bagot,  of  Caftle  Bagot,  co.  Dublin 
John  Roche,  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
Jam.  Nugent,  of  Ballinacor,  co.  Weft- 
meath 

D.  T.  O’Brien,  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
J.  Comerford,.  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
Rich.  Deafe,  Clougill,  co.  Meath 
John  Deafe,  of  the  city  of  Dublin 


Henry  Farrell,  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
John  Harford,  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
Thomas  Magan,  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
T.  Bourke,  of  Mecleck,  co.  Galway 
James  Taylor,  co.  IMeath 
Lewis  Ward,  Lifcub,  co.  Galway 
John  Nugent,  Kilcomb,  Weftmeath 
Ant.  Brown,  Kilcongan,  Weftmeath 
O.  Brown,  Kilcongan,  Weftmeath 
Nicholas  Brown,  Parcelftown,  Meath 


To  Avhich  his  excellency  was  pleafed  to  give  the  follovdng  anfwer : 

“ I receive  with  great  fatisfaction  this  declaration  of  your  loyalty  to  the 
“ king,  and  attachment  to  the  conftitution  ; I will  not  fail  to  make  a faithful 
“ reprefentation  thereof  to  his  majefty.” 


No.  LXXXVIL 

Declaration  of  the  Society  of  the  United  Irijhmen.  (P.  330.) 

Friday,  30th  December,  I7gi. 
Society  of  United  Irishmen  of  Dublin. 

The  honorable  Simon  Butler  in  the  chair. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  following  circnlar  letter,  reported  by  our  com- 
mittee of  correfpondence,  be  adopted  and  printed. 

THIS  letter  is  addrefled  to  you  from  the  correfponding  committee  of  the 
Ibciety  of  United  Iriflimen  in  Dublin. 

W e annex  the  declaration  of  political  principles,  which  Ave  have  fubfcri bed, 
and  the  teft  vdiich  we  have  taken,  as  a focial  and  facred  compaft  to  bind  us 
more  clofely  together. 

The  obje6l  of  this  inftitution  is  to  make  an  united  fociety  of  the  Irifli  na- 
tion ; to  make  all  Iriflimen  citizens  ; all  citizens  Iriflimen  : nothing  appearing 
to  us  more  natural  at  all  times,  and  at  this  crifis  of  Europe  more  reafonable, 
than  that  thofe  who  have  common  intereft,  and  common  enemies,  who  fuffer 
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common  Avrongs,  and  lay  claim  to  common  rights,  flrould  know  each  other, 
and  fliould  aft  together.  In  our  opinion,  ignorance  has  been  the  demon  of 
difcord,  which  has  fo  long  deprived  Irilhinen,  not  only  of  the  bleflings  of  well- 
regulated  government,  but  even  the  common  benefits  of  civil  fociety.  Peace 
in  this  ifland  has  hitherto  been  a peace  on  the  principles  and  with  the  confe- 
quences  of  civil  war.  For  a century  paft  there  has  indeed  been  tranquillitv, 
but  to  moil  of  our  dear  countrymen  it  has  been  the  tranquillity  of  a dungeon  ; 
and  if  the  land  has  lately  profpered,  it  has  been  owing  to  the  goodnefs  of 
Providence,  and  the  ftrong  efforts  of  human  nature  refifting  and  overcoming 
the  malignant  influence  of  a miferable  adminiftration. 

To  refift  this  influence,  which  rules  by  difcord  and  embroils  l)y  fyftem,  it 
is  vain  to  aft  as  individuals  or  as  parties  ; it  becomes  neceffary  by  an  union  of 
minds,  and  a knoAvledge  of  each  other,  to  Avill  and  aft  as  a nation.  To  know 
each  other  is  to  know  ourfelves ; the  Aveaknefs  of  one,  and  the  flrength  of 
many.  Union  therefore  is  poAver  ; it  is  Avifdom  ; it  muft  prove  liberty. 

Our  defign  therefore  in  forming  this  fociety,  is  to  give  an  example,  Avhich, 
Avhen  Avell  folloAved,  muft  collect  the  public  Avill,  and  concentrate  the  public 
poAver  into  one  folid  mafs,  the  effeft  of  Avhich,  once  put  in  motion,  muft  be 
rapid,  momentous,  and  confequential. 

In  thus  affociating,  A\'e  haA^e  thought  little  about  our  anceftors,  much  of 
our  pofterity.  Are  Ave  for  ever  to  Avalk  like  beafts  of  prey,  over  fields  Avhich 
thefe  anceftors  ftained  Avith  blood  ? In  looking  back,  Ave  fee  nothing  on  the 
one  part  butfavage  force  fucceeded  by  favage  policy  ; on  the  other,  an  unfor- 
tunate nation,  fcattered  and  peeled,  meted  out  and  trodden  doAvn!”  We 
fee  a mutual  intolerance,  and  a common  carnage  of  the  fii’ft  moral  emotions 
of  the  heart,  Avhich  lead  us  to  efteem  and  place  confidence  in  our  fellow- 
creatures.  We  fee  this,  and  are  filent ; but  Ave  gladly  look  forAvard  to  brighter 
profpects,  to  a people  united  in  the  felloAvfliip  of  freedom,  to  a parliament  the 
exprefs  image  of  the  people,  to  a profperity  eftabliflied  on  civil  political  liberty, 
to  a peace,  not  the  gloomy  and  precarious  ftillnefs  of  men  brooding  over 
their  Avrongs,  but  that  ftable  tranquillity,  Avhich  refls  on  the  right  of  human 
nature,  and  leans  on  the  arms  by  Avhich  thefe  rights  are  to  be  maintained. 

Our  principal  rule  of  conduft  has  been  to  attend  to  thofe,  things  in  Avhich 
Ave  agree,  to  exclude  from  our  thoughts  thofe  in  Avhich  Ave  differ.  We  agree 
in  knoAving  Avhat  are  our  rights,  and  in  daring  to  affert  them.  If  the  rights 
of  men  be  duties  to  God,  Ave  are  in  this  refpeft  of  one  religion.  Our  creed  of 
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civil  faith  is  the  fame;  we  agree  in  thinking,  that  there  is  not  an  individual 
among  our  millions,  whofe  happinefs  can  be  eftabliflied  on  any  foundation  fo 
rational  and  fo  folid,  as  on  the  happinefs  of  the  whole  communit}'.  ^Ve  agree 
therefore  in  the  neceffity  of  giving  political  value  and  ftation  to  the  great 
majority  of  the  people ; and  we  think,  that  whofoever  defires  an  amended 
conftitution,  without  including  the  great  body  of  the  people,  muft  on  his  own 
principles  be  convicted  of  political  perfecutions,  and  political  monopoly.  If 
the  prefent  electors  be  themfelves  a morbid  part  of  our  conftitution,  v’here  are 
we  to  recur  for  redrefs  but  to  the  whole  community  ? “ A more  unjuft  and 
“ abfurd  conftitution  cannot  be  devifed  than  that,  which  condemns  the  na- 
“ tives  of  a country  to  perpetual  fervitude,  under  the  arbitrary  dominion  of 
“ ftrangers  and  haves.” 

We  agree  in  thinking,  that  the  firft  and  moft  indifpenfable  condition  of 
the  laws  of  a free  ftate,  is  the  alfent  of  thofe,  whofe  obedience  they  require, 
and  for  whofe  benefit  only  they  are  defigned.  Without,  therefore,  an  im- 
partial and  adequate  reprefentation  of  the  community,  we  agree  in  declar- 
ing, we  can  have  no  conftitution,  no  country,  no  Ireland.  Without  this, 
our  late  revolution  we  declare  to  be  fallacious  and  ideal ; a thing  much 
talked  of,  but  neither  felt  nor  feen.  The  a6l  of  Iriflr  fovereignty  has  been 
merely  toffed  out  of  the  Englifh  houfes  into  the  cabinet  of  the  minifters  ; and 
nothing  remains  to  the  people,  who  of  right  are  every  thing,  but  a fervile  ma- 
jefty  and  a ragged  independence. 

We  call  mod  earneftly  on  every  great  and  good  man,  who  at  the  late  asra 
fpoke  or  a6led  for  his  country,  to  confider  lefs  of  what  was  done,  than  of 
what  there  remains  to  do.  We  call  upon  their  fenatorial  wifdom  to  confider 
the  monftrous  and  immeafiirable  diftance,  which  feparates  in  this  ifland  the 
ranks  of  focial  life,  makes  labour  ineffectual,  taxation  unprodu6tive,  and  di- 
vides the  nation  into  petty  defpotifm  and  public  mifery.  We  call  upon  their 
tutelar  genius,  to  remember,  that  government  is  inftituted  to  remedy,  not  to 
render  more  grievous,  the  natural  inequality  of  mankind,  and  that  unlefs  the 
rights  of  the  whole  community  be  afferted,  anarchy  (we  cannot  call  it  go- 
vernment) muft  continue  to  prevail,  Avhen  the  ftrong  tyrannize,  the  rich  op- 
prefs,  and  the  mafs  are  brayed  in  a mortar.  We  call  upon  them,  therefore, 
to  build  their  arguments  and  their  aftions  on  the  broad  platform  of  general 
good. 

Let  not  the  rights  of  nature  be  enjoyed  merely  by  connivance,  and  the 
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rights  of  confcience  merely  by  toleration.  If  you  raife  up  a prone  people, 
let  it  not  be  merely  to  their  knees:  let  the  nation  Hand.  Then  will  it  call 
away  the  bad  habit  of  fervitude,  which  has  brought  with  it  indolence,  igno- 
rance, an  extinction  of  our  faculties,  an  abandonment  of  our  very  nature. 
Then  will  every  right  obtained,  every  franchife  exercifed,  prove  a feed  of  fo- 
briety,  induftry,  and  regard  to  charadter,  and  the  manners  of  the  people  vdll 
be  formed  on  the  model  of  their  free  conftitution. 

This  rapid  expofition  of  our  principles,  our  object,  and  our  rule  of  conduft, 
muft  naturally  fuggeft  the  with  of  multiplying  fimilar  focieties,  and  the  propri- 
ety of  addreffing  fuch  a defire  to  you.  Is  it  necetfary  for  us  to  requeft,  that 
you  w ill  hold  out  your  hand,  and  open  your  heart  toyourcountryman,  townf- 
man,  neighbour  ? Can  you  form  a hope  for  political  redemption,  and  by 
political  penalties,  or  civil  excommunications,  Avdth-hold  the  rights  of  nature 
from  your  brother  ? We  befeech  you  rally  all  the  friends  of  liberty  within 
your  circle  round  this  fociety  as  a centre.  Draw  together  your  bell  and 
braveft  thoughts,  your  bell:  and  braveft  men.  You  will  experience,  as  we 
have  done,  that  thofe  points  of  union  Avill  quickly  attract  numbers,  while  the 
alfemhlage  of  fuch  focieties,  adting  in  concert,  moving  as  one  body,  with  one 
impulfe,  and  one  diredlion,  will,  in  no  long  time,  become  not  parts  of  the  na- 
tion, but  the  nation  itfelf ; fpeaking  with  its  voice,  exprefling  its  will,  relift- 
Icfs  in  its  power. 

We  again  intreat  you  to  look  around  for  men  fit  to  form  thofe  ftable  fup- 
ports,  on  Avhich  Ireland  may  reft  the  lever  of  liberty.  If  there  be  but  ten, 
take  thofe  ten.  If  there  but  two,  take  thofe  two,  and  truft  with  confidence 
to  the  fmcerity  of  your  intention,  the  juftice  of  your  caufe,  and  the  fupport 
of  your  country. 

Two  objefts  intereft  the  nation,  a plan  of  reprefentation,  and  the  means  of 
accomplilhing  it.  Thefe  focieties  Avill  be  a moft  poAverful  means ; but  a po- 
pular plan  Avould  itfelf  be  a means  for  its  OAvm  accomplilhment.  We  have 
therefore  to  requeft,  that  you  aauU  favor  us  Avith  your  ideas  refpefting  the 
plan,  Avhich  appears  to  you  moft  eligible,  on  the  prefent  more  enlarged  and 
liberal  principles,  Avhich  actuate  the  people ; at  the  fame  time  giving  your 
fentiments  upon  our  national  coalition,  on  the  means  of  promoting  it,  and  on. 
the  political  ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  country  or  toAvn  Avhere  you  refide. 
We  knoAV  Avhat  refiftance  Avill  be  made-to  your  patriotic  efforts  by  thofe,  Avho 
triumph  in  the  difunion  and  degradation  of  their  country.  The  greater  the 

necef- 


APPENDIX. 


i/f) 

neceflity  of  reform,  the  greater  probably  will  be  the  refiftance : we  know, 
that  there  is  much  fpirit  that  requires  being  brought  into  mafs,  as  well  as 
much  mafly  body  that  muft  be  refined  into  fpirit.  We  have  many  enemies, 
and  no  enemy  is  contemptible  ; we  do  not  defpife  the  enemies  of  the  Union, 
the  liberty  and  the  peace  of  Ireland,  but  we  are  not  of  nature,  nor  have  we 
encouraged  the  habit  of  fearing  any  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  in  an  honeft 
and  honorable  caufe.  In  great  undertakings  like  the  prefent,  we  declare, 
that  we  have  found  it  always  more  difficult  to  attempt,  than  to  accomplilli. 
The  people  of  Ireland  muft  perform  all  they  wifti,  if  they  attempt  all  that 
they  can. 

Signed  by  order, 

James  Napper  Tandy,  Sec. 


No.  LXXXVIIl. 

GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

Dublin,  May'ch\7y  1792. 

Declaration  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  {Page  373.) 

WHEREAS  certain  opinions  and  principles,  inimical  to  good  order  and 
government,  have  been  attributed  to  the  Catholics,  the  exiftence  of  which 
we  utterly  deny ; and  whereas  it  is  at  this  time  peculiarly  neceflary  to  re- 
move fuch  imputations,  and  to  give  the  moft  full  and  ample  fatisfa6lion  to 
our  Proteftant  brethren,  that  we  hold  no  principle  whatfoever  incompatible 
with  our  duty  as  men  or  as  fubjecls,  or  repugnant  to  liberty,  whether  politi- 
cal, civil,  or  religious. 

Now  we,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  for  the  removal  of  all  fuch  imputations, 
and  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  many  refpedlable  bodies  of  men,  and  indi- 
viduals among  our  Proteftant  brethren,  do  hereby,  in  the  face  of  our  coun- 
try, of  all  Europe,  and  before  God,  make  this  our  deliberate  and  folcmn  de- 
claration : 

ift.  We  abjure,  difavow,  .and  condemn  the  opinion,  that  princes,  excom- 
municated by  the  pope  and  council,  or  by  any  ecclefajtical  authority  whatfo- 
ever,  may  therefore  be  depofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubjedls,  or  any  other 
perfons.  We  hold  fuch  dodtrine  in  deteftation,  as  wicked  and  impious ; and 
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Aye  declare,  that  we  do  not  believe,  tliat  either  the  pope,  Avith  or  \yithout  a 
general  council,  or  any  prelate  or  prieji,  or  any  ecelejiajikal  power  whatfo- 
ever,  can  abfolve  the  fubjedls  of  this  kingdom,  or  any  of  them,  from  their 
allegiance  to  his  majefty  King  George  the  Third,  who  is,  by  authority  of 
parliament,  the  lawful  king  of  this  realm. 

2d.  We  abjure,  condemn,  and  deteft,  as  unchriftian  and  impious,  the  prin- 
ciple, that  it  is  lawful  to  murder,  dellroy,  or  any  Avays  injure  any  perfon  Avhat- 
foever,  for  or  under  the  pretence  of  being  heretics;  and  Ave  declare  folemnly 
before  God,  that  Ave  believe  that  no  a8,  in  itfelf  unjuft,  immoral,  or  wicked, 
can  ever  be  jujtijied  or  excufed  by,  or  under  pretence  or  colour,  that  it  was 
done  either  for  the  good  of  the  church,  or  in  obedience  to  any  ecclefajiical 
power  whatfoever. 

3d.  We  further  declare,  that  Ave  hold  it  as  an  unchriftian  and  impious  prin- 
ciple, that  “ no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics.”  This  doctrine  Ave  deteft 
and  reprobate,  not  only  as  contrary  to  our  religion,  but  as  deftrudtive  of  mo- 
rality, of  fociety,  and  ev^en  of  common  honefty ; and  it  is  our  firm  belief, 
that  an  oath  made  to  any  perfon,  not  of  the  Catholic  religion,  is  equally  bind- 
ing, as  if  it  Avere  made  to  any  Catholic  whatfoever. 

4th.  We  haA’e  been  charged  Avith  holding  as  an  article  of  our  belief,  that 
the  pope,  Avith  or  Avithout  the  authority  of  a general  council,  or  that  certain 
ecclefiaftical  poAvers  can  acquit  and  abfolve  us,  before  God,  from  our  oath  of 
allegiance,  or  even  from  the  juft  oaths  and  contradls  entered  into  betAveeii 
man  and  man  : 

Noav  Ave  do  utterly  renounce,  abjure,  and  deny,  that  Ave  hold  or  maintain 
any  fuch  belief,  as  being  contrai^  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  fociety,  in- 
confiftent  Avith  morality,  and  above  all,  repugnant  to  the  true  fpirnt  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Religion. 

5th.  We  do  further  declare,  that  Ave  do  not  believe  that  the  Pope  of  Rome, 
or  any  other  prince,  prelate,  ftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any 
temporal  or  civil  jurifdidtion;  power,  fuperiority,  or  pre-eminence,  diredily  or 
indiredlly,  within  this  realm. 

6th.  After  Avhat  we  have  renounced,  it  is  immaterial,  in  a political  light, 
Avhat  may  he  our  opinion  or  faith  in  other  points  refpedting  the  Pope  : hoAV- 
ever,  for  greater  fatisfadlion  Ave  declare,  that  it  is  not  an  article  of  the  Ca- 
tholic faith,  neither  are  Ave  thereby  required  to  believe  or  profefs,  “ that  the 
“ Pope  is  infallible,”  or  that  Ave  are  bound  to  obey  any  order,  in  its  own  na- 
ture 
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ture  immoral,  though  the  Pope,  or  any  ecclefiaftical  power,  fliould  iffue  or 
direct  fuch  order;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  hold,  that  it  would  be  Jinful  \w  us 
to  pay  any  refpe6l  or  obedience  thereto. 

7th.  We  further  declare,  that  we  do  not  believe  that  any  fm  whatfoever 
committed  by  us  can  be  forgiven  at  the  mere  will  of  any  Pope,  or  of  any 
pried,  or  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever ; \i\xt,  fincere  forrow  for 
paji  fins,  a firm  and  fincere  refolution,  as  far  as  may  be  in  our  power,  to  re- 
ftore  our  neighbour’s  property  or  chara6ter,  if  we  have  trefpaffed  on,  or  un- 
juftly  injured  either;  a firm  and  fincere  refolution  to  avoid  future  guilt,  and 
to  atone  to  G od,  are  previous  and  iiidifpetifuble  requifites  to  eftablifli  a well- 
founded  expectation  of  forgivenefs ; and  that  any  perfon  who  receives  abfo- 
lution  without  thefe  previous  requifites,  fo  far  from  obtaining  thereby  any 
remiffion  of  his  fins,  incurs  the  additional  guilt  of  violating  a facrament. 

8th.  We  do  hereby  folemnly  difclaim,  and  for  ever  renounce  all  interefl; 
in,  and  title  to  all  forfeited  lands  refulting  from  any  rights,  or  fuppofed  rights 
of  our  anceftors,  or  any  claim,  title,  or  interefl:  therein  ; nor  do  we  admit  any 
title,  as  a foundation  of  right,  which  is  7Wt  efiablijhed  and  acknowledged  by 
the  laws  of  the  realm,  as  they  nozv  fiand.  We  defire  further,  that  whenever 
the  patriotifm,  liberality,  and  juflice  of  our  countrymen,  thall  reftore  to  us  a 
participation  in  the  elective  franchife,  no  Catholic  lhall  be  permitted  to  vote 
at  any  election  for  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  until  he  fliall  previoufly 
take  an  oath  to  defend,  to  the  utmofi  of  his  power,  the  arrangement  of  pro- 
perty in  this  country,  as  efiablijhed  by  the  different  aBs  of  attainder  and 
fett  lenient. 

9th.  It  has  been  objected  to  us,  that  we  with  to  fubvert  the  prefent  church 
eftablifliment,  for  the  purpofe  of  fubflituting  a Catholic  eflablifhment  in  its 
ftead  ; Now  we  do  hereby  difclain),  difavow,  and  folemnly  abjure  any  fuch 
intention  ; and  further,  if  we  lhall  be  admitted  into  any  lhare  of  the  confli- 
tution,  by  our  being  reflored  to  the  right  of  eleCdive  franchife,  vv^e  are  ready, 
in  the  mofl  folemn  manner,  to  declare,  that  we  will  not  exercife  that  privi- 
lege to  diflurb  and  weaken  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Proteflant  religion,  or 
Protefiant  government  in  this  country. 

Signed  by  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  general  committee  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland, 


Edward  Byrne,  Chairman. 
Richard  M‘Cormick,  Secretary. 
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No.  LXXXIX. 

{Page  373.) 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  Edward 
Byrne,  Efq.  in  the  Chair, 

Refolved,  that  the  following  Letter  be  circulated. 

Sir, 

THIS  letter,  with  the  plan  which  accompanies  it,  is  tranf- 
mitted  to  you,  by  order  of  the  fub-committee.  You  will  perceive  that  the  ob- 
ject of  this  plan  is  to  procure  a fuller  attendance  of  country  gentlemen,  to  affift 
by  their  advice  and  influence,  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  committee  to  pro- 
cure for  the  Catholics  the  eledtive  franchife,  and  an  equal  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  the  trial  by  jury.  You  will  pleafe  to  lofe  no  time  in  fubmitting 
this  to  the  refpedtable  Catholics  of  your  county.  You  will  pleafe  alfo  to  in- 
form them,  that  feveral  refpeCtable  independent  country  gentlemen,  lately  in 
Dublin,  had  frequent  confultations,  for  the  laudable  purpofe  of  re -uniting  to 
the  committee  Lord  Fingal,  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  withdrawn 
themfelves  from  it.  Thefe  country  gentlemen  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  find, 
that  the  general  committee  on  one  fide,  and  the  gentlemen  who  had  entered 
into  feparate  addrefles  on  the  other,  mutually  regretted  their  divifion;  which 
they  faw  was  ufed  by  the  opponents  of  the  Catholics,  as  a pretext  for  with- 
holding from  our  people  the  elective  franchife,  and  an  equal  participation  of 
the  benefits  of  the  trial  by  jury.  It  is  on  all  Tides  agreed,  that  if  the  Catho- 
lics are  all  united  in  this  jufl;  and  reafonable  requeft,  elfential  to  the  very  ex- 
iftence  of  our  people,  there  will  be  a certainty  of  fuccefs.  It  depends  then  on 
ourfelves,  Avhether  we  fliall  be  freemen  or  flaves ! We  fay,  elfential  to  the 
very  exiftence  of  our  people;  for,  as  the  rage  for  ele6tioneering  interefts  in- 
creafes,  our  wealthy  farmers  muft  either  pay  beyond  the  value  for  lands,  or 
refign  them  to  Protellant  freeholders  when  out  of  leafe ; our  poor  yeomanry 
will  of  courfe  be  expelled,  and  driven  into  beggary.  Let  us  all,  then,  fpeak 
with  one  voice,  and  fupplicate  the  legiflature  for  juftice,  and  Are  fliall  receive  it. 

Thefe  independent  country  gentlemen  have  received  from  Lord  Fingal,  and 
the  gentlemen,  who  have  a6ted  with  him,  the  moft  pofitive  declarations,  that 
they  will  never  again  enter  into  any  a6l  to  oppofe  the  general  committee  in 
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their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics;  and  it  is  de- 
termined, that  all  former  differences  in  opinion  diall  be  buried  in  oblivion  on 
both  fides. 

The  committee  had  decided  to  fend  fome  of  their  body,  to  propofe  to  the 
counties,  to  appoint  the  delegates  to  the  committee,  of  whofe  attendance 
there  would  be  a certainty;  and  our  chairman  had  a6tually  left  Dublin,  with 
intention  to  go  through  great  part  of  Ireland  for  this  purpofe;  the  indepen- 
dent country  gentlemen,  as  before  mentioned,  took  up  the  fame  idea  them- 
felves,  (before  they  knew  the  committee  had  determined  upon  it)  and  they, 
and  Lord  Fingal  and  his  friends,  all  agreed  in  prelfmg  fuch  a meafure  on  the 
committee,  as  an  additional  means  of  re- uniting  them  to  the  body. 

Lord  Fingal,  his  friends,  and  the  country  gentlemen  before  mentioned, 
feemed  at  firft  inclined,  that  the  prefent  committee  fliould  be  dilfolved;  an 
opinion,  however,  -which  further  reflection  on  the  various  difficulties  refulting 
from  fuch  a meafure,  the  doubts  entertained  of  the  competency  in  the  com- 
mittee to  diffolve  itfelf,  and  the  confideration  that  a diffolution  muft  neceffarily 
occur  early  in  l/QS,  induced  them  to  forego. 

The  plan  inclofed,  fanClioned  by  the  general  committee,  by  thefe  indepen- 
dent gentlemen,  and  by  Lord  Fingal  and  his  friends,  is  recommended  to  your 
zeal  to  have  carried  into  immediate  execution  in  your  country. 

Signed  by  order, 

Richard  M’Cormick, 
Secretary. 


On  the  manner  of  conduEting  the  Election  of  Delegates. 

It  will  be  of  great  importance,  in  the  prefent  hate  of  our  affairs,  that  the 
delegates  be  chofen  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  make  it  appear  evident,  that  the 
nomination  of  fuch  delegates  is  authorifed  by  all  the  people.  But  as  it  might 
be  imprudent  to  call  a meeting  of  all  the  Catholics  of  a country,  for  the 
purpofe  of  proceeding  to  fuch  an  election,  it  is  therefore  fuggefted,  that  one 
or  two  of  the  mofl  refpeCtable  perfons  in  each  parifli  be  appointed  eleClors,  at 
a meeting  to  be  held  at  fuch  private  houfe  in  the  parifh,  as  may  be  moft  con- 
venient to  the  inhabitants.  Thefe  feveral  electors,  fo  appointed,  may  meet 
at  any  central  place,  for  the  purpofe  of  choofmg  from  one  to  four  (as  it  may 
appear  mofl  expedient  to  them)  of  their  own  refidents,  as  delegates  to  the  ge- 
neral committee;  no  one  to  be  eligible,  who  fliall  not  folemnly  promife  to  at- 
tend 
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tend  his  duty  in  Dublin,  when  required  to  do  foby  order  of  the  committee,  or 
at  lead  who  Ihall  not  pledge  himfelf  to  attend  in  his  turn.  It  is  alfo  fuggefted 
that,  ill  addition  to  the  refident  delegates,  each  county  do  appoint  at  the  fame 
time,-  as  affociate  delegates  for  fuch  county,  one  or  two  (as  it  may  appear  heft 
to  the  ele6lors)  refident  inhabitants  of  Dublin,  whofe  bufmefs  it  lliall  be  to 
keep  up  a regular  correfpondence  with  colleagues  in  the  country,  and  to  in- 
form the  county  through  them,  of  all  proceedings  in  the  general  committee, 
at  fuch  times  as  the  county  delegates  fliall  be  abfent.  It  is  to  be  underftood, 
that  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  county  delegates  mIU  not  be  required,  ex- 
cept on  important  occafions.  In  this,  however,  they  are  to  ftudy  their  own 
convenience;  if  they  all  come  often,  we  are  perfuaded  that  the  committee  will 
derive  fatisfadtion  and  profit  from  their  prefence  and  advice. 

As  foon  as  the  gentlemen  of  your  county  lliall  have  appointed  delegates,  it 
will  be  necelfary  to  call  their  attention  to  the  firft  great  bufmefs  which  lliall 
probably  engage  the  general  committee,  viz.  An  humble  application  to  out 
gracious  fovereign,  fubmitting  to  him  our  loyalty  and  attachment,  our  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  a true  ftatement  of  our  fituation,  and  of  the  laws  which 
operate  againft  us ; and  humbly  befeeching,  that  we  may  be  reftored  to  the 
eledtive  franchife,  and  an  equal  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  trial  by 
jury.  We  have  the  firft  authority  for  aflerting,  that  this  application  will  have 
infinite  weight  with  our  gracious  fovereign  and  with  parliament,  if  our  friends 
are  qualified  to  declare,  that  it  is  the  univerfal  M’ilh  of  every  Catholic  in  the 
nation.  To  enable  therefore  your  delegates  and  the  general  committee  to 
fucceed  in  your  behalf,  it  will  be  necelfary  that  the  meeting  enter  into  refo- 
lutions  in  any  Avords  they  choofe  to  the  folloAving  effedl: 

At  a meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  the  county  of  regularly 

convened,  this  day  of  -1792,  in  the  chair,  Refolved  that 

of  this  county,  and  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  have  been  this 

day  chofen  by  the  Catholics  of  this  county  as  their  delegates  to  the  general 
committee. 

Refolved. — That  it  is  our  inftrudlion  to  our  faid  delegates,  to  fupport  in 
faid  committee,  as  the  voice  of  all  the  Catholics  of  this  county,  that  an  hum- 
ble reprefen tation  be  made  to  our  gracious  fovereign  and  to  parliament,  of  the 
many  fevere  laws,  which  opprefs  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjedts,  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  although  no  caufe  founded  in  Avifdom  or  policy,  is  affigned  for 
their  continuance;  imploring  it,  as  elfential  to  our  protection,  and  to  fecure 

an 


APPENDIX. 


18S 


an  impartial  diftribution  of  jnftice  in  our  favor,  that  we  be  reftored  to  the 
elective  franchife,  and  an  equal  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  trial  by 

jury. 

According  to  its  prefent  form  of  conftitution,  the  general  committee  is 
open  not  only  to  perfons  delegated  by  others,  but  to  every  Roman  Catholic 
of  landed  property  in  the  kingdom.  From  this  mixture  of  reprefentative  and 
perfonal  alfociation,  inconveniences  which  every  one  may  remember,  but 
which  at  prefent  it  is  ufelefs  to  dwell  on,  have  arifen.  To  guard  againft  fimilar 
inconveniences  in  future,  we  have  recommended  to  your  confideration  the 
above  fketch  of  a new  fyftem ; the  obje6t  of  which  is  to  give  to  the  committee 
fomewhat  more  of  a reprefentative,  and  fomewhat  lefs  of  an  individual  capa- 
city ; and  we  beg  leave  to  offer  to  you  the  following  obfervations  in  fupport  of 
our  plan : 

Men  appointed  by  others  mufl  hold  themfelves  accountable  to  thofe  from 
whom  they  derive  their  truft;  and  therefore  mufl  regulate  their  condudl  by  the 
ftandard  of  general  opinion  ; or,  if  they  be  unwilling  to  take  fuch  a ftandard 
for  their  rule,  and  to  obey  the  infl:ru6tions  of  their  conftituents,  they  may  be 
removed  from  the  places  they  hold,  to  make  room  for  others  more  pra6ticable, 
and  lefs  inclined  to  fet  the  dictates  of  private  fentiment,  or  private  intereft,  in 
oppofition  to  the  general  will,  and  the  public  good.  Under  a fyftem  which  is 
thus  reprefentative,  and  where  the  truft  is  revocable  at  pleafure,  fedudion 
cannot  be  pra6lifed,  nor  can  divifion  again  take  place;  or  at  leaft  the  remedy 
is  fo  near  the  evil,  that  little  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  either. 

Our  plan,  by  making  attendance  a duty,  will,  we  apprehend,  ferve  to  bring 
a greater  number  of  country  gentlemen  into  the  committee  than  have  for- 
merly appeared  among  us.  While  admiftion  remains  fo  eafy  as  it  does  at  pre- 
fent, and  while  fo  many'  perfons  are  exempted  from  refponfibility  and  con- 
troul,  vv^e  have  little  reafon  to  expe6l,  that  country  gentlemen  will  defert  their 
homes  and  their  immediate  concerns,  to  promote  an  intereft,  which  is  remotely 
or  obfcurely  felt;  but  we  hope  that  the  honorable  diftinftion  of  reprefenting 
others,  added,  to  the  obligation  of  a folemn  promife,  will  not  fail  to  reconcile 
thofe,  who  fhall  happen  to  be  delegated,  to  admit  of  fome  temporary  hardfliips, 
in  order  to  promote  the  public  good.  By  collecting  occafionally  a number  of 
country  gentlemen  in  Dublin,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  the  committee  will  be 
enabled  to  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  its  conftituent  members  with  diftinClnefs 
and  precifion;  and  that  the  country  parts  of  the  kingdom  will  be  provided 
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with  the  fureft  means  of  acquiring  whatever  information  may  be  neceffary  on 
the  fubje6l  of  Catholic  affairs.  From  this  prompt  communication  of  opinion 
and  intelligence,  we  forefee  great  advantages ; advantages,  which  under  the 
prefent  fyftem  are  wholly  beyond  our  reach  ; as  the  landed  gentlemen  are  re- 
fponfible  only  to  themfelves,  and  as  the  Dublin  delegates  have  frequently  little 
knowledge  of  their  conftituents.  The  attendance  of  a great  number  of 
country  gentlemen  will  juftify  fuch  a redu6tion  of  the  number  of  delegates  for 
the  metropolis  in  the  general  committee,  as  may  be  judged  advifable ; a mea- 
fure  which  was  always  defirable,  but  which  could  not  be  heretofore  accom- 
plilhed,  as  the  attendance  of  landed  gentlemen  was  fo  uncertain  and  irregular, 

E\  ery  endeavour  fhould  be  ufed  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  friendfliip  of 
our  clergy.  The  clergy  and  laity,  having  but  one  intereft,  fliould  have  but 
one  mind,  and  fliould  therefore  mutually  combine  their  talents,  their  opinions, 
and  their  exertions,  in  order  to  effe6tuate  our  common  emancipation.  This 
union  of  fentiment  and  defign,  this  interchange  of  counfel,  and  of  aid,  will 
ferve  to  ftrengthen  the  bonds  of  a common  friend fhip,  and  will  be  the  beft 
fecurity  againft  innovation  in  matters  which  relate  to  religion. 

The  clergy  being  the  natural  guardians  of  morality,  will  undoubtedly  con- 
lent  to  co-operate  with  the  laity,  when  they  confider  that  the  reftoration  of 
the  elective  franchife  to  the  Catholic  community  will  tend  to  prevent  thofe 
prejudices,  which  are  fo  common  at,  and  which  difgrace  the  return  of  ele6li- 
onecring  contefts.  Py  fuch  condu6t  Avill  the  clergy  fecure  to  themfelves  that 
influence  over  the  laity  of  their  own  perfuafion,  which  it  is  ufcful  that  good 
clergy  fhould  have ; and  that  refpe6tability  among  perfons  of  other  perfuafion  s, 
which  muft  naturally  refult  from  the  encreafed  importance  of  the  people  to 
whom  they  belong.  It  is  unneceffary  to  point  out  the  advantages,  Avhich  a 
reftoration  of  the  elective  franchife  would  produce  in  our  habits  and  modes  of 
life  in  the  hate  of  national  as  well  as  individual  happinefs.  Let  it  fufhee  to 
fay,  that  not  only  laymen,  but  every  Catholic  bifliop  and  prieft,  would,  by  the 
acquifition  of  fo  valuable  a privilege  to  the  Catholic  body  at  large,  find  his 
condition  meliorated  in  a variety  of  lhapes  and  circum fiances,  which  cannot 
eafily  be  reduced  within  the  compafs  of  exact  calculation.  The  filent  opera- 
tion of  this  right  would,  in  the  lapfe  of  time,  contribute  to  raife  a refpectable 
yeomanry  in  the  kingdom;  and  this  yeomanry,  giving  on  the  one  hand  a 
new  infuiion  of  vigor  to  the  commonwealth,  would,  on  the  other  fupply  a 
fund,  from  which  the  clergy  would  derive  the  means  of  a more  honorable  fup- 
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port,  and  more  proportionate  to  their  uncommon  labours  and  merits,  than  at 
prefent  they  enjoy, 

Wlien  this  plan  fliall  have  been  adopted,  and  the  returns  in  confequence 
made,  the  committee  will  in  the  courfe  of  next  winter,  confider,  as  a meafure 
of  the  laft  importance,  what  further  improvements  may  be  necelfary  in  the 
mode  of  elefting  delegates  on  future  occafions,  in  order  to  fecure  a perma- 
nent, extenfive,  and  efFe6lual  method  of  collefting  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland. 

We  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to  you  moft  earneftly,  to  carry  the  above 
plan  into  immediate  execution.  It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  that  we 
fliould  have  this  addition  of  country  gentlemen  as  foon  as  polfible,  in  order 
to  give  due  weight  and  efficacy  to  our  humble  application  to  the  throne, 
which  we  are  advifed  to  make  this  fummer,  before  the  parliamentary  arrange- 
ments are  formed  for  the  enfuing  winter. 

As  foon  as  your  delegates  Ihall  have  been  chofen,  we  requeft  that  you  will 
make  a return  of  their  names  and  addrefs,  to  our  fecretary,  Mr.  Richard 
'M'Cormic,  Mark’s-Alley,  Dublin. 


No.  XC. 

Refolutions  relative  to  the  Catholic  AdmiJJion  to  the  EleBive  Eranchije, 

{Page  37(5.) 

COUNTY  OF  LOUTU. 

WE,  the  high  dieriff  and  grand  jury  of  faid  county,  aflembled  at  Summer 
Affizes,  1792,  cannot  exprefs  in  terms  too  ftrong  our  abhorrence  of  the 
wicked  and  daring  attempt  made  by  a printed  letter  from  perfons  calling 
themfelves  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  figned  Edward 
1 lyrne,  and  circulated  through  this  kingdom,  to  excite  a fpirit  of  difcontent 
among  the  Catholics,  and  roufe  their  animofity  againft  the  Proteftants  and 
the  confiitution.  A letter  which  moft  falfely  tells  them,  that  they  are  not 
fecurc  of  an  impartial  adminiftration  of  juffice;  that  they  are  opprclfed  even 
to  flavery;  that  a change  of  that  part  of  the  confiitution,  which  fecures  the 
Proteftant  cftablilliment,  is  efl’ential  to  their  exiftence;  and  then  endeavours  to 
induce  them  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  by  urging  them  to 
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illegal  and  unconftitutional  affociations,  and  to  eledt  a Popidi  congrefs  to 
meet  in  the  metropolis,  with  the  vain  expedlation,  that  it  can  overawe  the 
parliament,  tliat  the  conftitution  is  notftrong  enough  to  reprefs  and  punidi  fo 
daring  a violation. 

Though  we  have  a ftrong  reliance  upon  the  good  fenfe  and  loyalty  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  at  large,  that  the  feditious  views  of  the  authors  and  propa- 
gators of  this  faid  letter  will  be  difappointed,  yet  we  feel  it  a duty  particularly 
incumbent  upon  us,  at  this  time,  to  declare  our  fentiments  fully  and  de- 
cidLclly  in  the  following  refolutions ; 

Relblv'^d,  That  under  the  laws,  which  veft  the  eledtive  franchife  in  Pro- 
tePants  only,  this  kingdom  has  improved,  and  is  rapidly  improving  in  trade, 
wealth  and  manufadlures ; its  freedom  has  been  vindicated  and  fecured  ; its 
population  encreafed,  and  that  fince  thofe  laws  have  been  called  frequently 
into  operation,  the  progrefs  of  the  national  profperity  has  been  more  vigorous 
and  rapid. 

Refolved,  That  the  allowing  to  Roman  Catholics  the  right  of  voting  for 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  or  admitting  them  to  any  participation  in 
the  government  of  the  kingdom,  is  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  eftablidiment,  the  continuance  of  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown  in  the 
illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  muft  finally  tend  to  fhake,  if  not  deftroy 
our  connexion  Avith  Great  Britain,  on  the  continuance  and  infeparability  of 
which  depends  thehappinefs  and  profperity  of  this  kingdom. 

Refolved,  That  we  will  oppofe  every  attempt  towards  fuch  a dangerous  inno- 
vation, and  that  we  will  fupport,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  our  prefent  con- 
ftitution, and  the  fettlement  of  the  throne  on  his  majefty's  Proteftant  houfe. 


Matthew  Plunkett,  Sheriff. 


John  Fofler 
Thomas  Henry  Fofler 
Richard  Dawfon 
John  William  Fofler 
John  M‘Clintock,  jun. 
Matthew  Fortefcue 
William  Ruxton 
James  Tifdall 


Richard  Cooper 
Francis  Manning: 
Thomas  Lee 
William  Shiels 
Philip  Brabazon 
Chriflopher  Garflon 
Robert  Brown 
Francis  Eaflwood 
Rofs  Moore 
Thomas  Benfon 
Wallop  Brabazon. 


O’Brien  Bellingham 
Francis  Tipping- 
William  Brabazon 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY  OF  ]\IEATH. 

WE,  the  high  fheriff,  magiftrates,  and  freeholders  of  county  Meath,  con- 
vened by  public  advertifeinent,  having  feen,  with  the  deepeft  regret,  a fcan- 
dalous  and  libellous  paper  or  letter,  figned  Edward  Byrne,  containing  matter 
of  a moll  daring  and  inflammatory  nature,  tending  to  excite  animofity  againft 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  our  happy  conftitution,  both  in  church  and 
flate,  feel  it  our  indifpenfable  duty  to  exprefs  our  fullefl;  abhorrence  of  fuch 
publication. 

And  whereas,  the  faid  publication,  in  order  to  inflame  the  minds  of  good 
and  peaceable  men.  Hates,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  fuller  the 
heaviell  oppreflions,  and  are  altogether  in  a flate  of  flavery,  that  they  are  de- 
nied their  trial  by  a jury  of  their  country ; and  that  an  innovation  on  the 
Proteflant  eflablilhment,  by  admitting  them  to  the  exercife  of  the  elective 
franchife,  or  the  power  of  voting  for  members  to  reprefent  them  in  parlia- 
ment, can  alone  fecure  them  in  their  perfons  and  properties. 

Refolved,  That  fuch  letter  or  publication  is  a falfe  and  feditious  libel,  cal- 
culated to  miflead  the  loyal  and  dutiful  Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom, 
and  to  foment  dilfatisfaftion  and  diforder  among  our  Proteflant  brethren. 

Refoh’ed,  That  were  the  Roman  Catholics  admitted  to  the  exercife  of  the 
eledive  franchife,  inflead  of  a Proteflant  parliament,  through  whofe  happy  in- 
fluence the  national  profperity  continues  daily  to  flourilh  and  encreafe,  we 
Ihould  fpeedily  be  reprefented  by  a Popilh  convention,  and  our  connexion 
with  Great  Britain  be  as  fpeedily  diflblved. 

And  whereas,  we  have  feen  another  letter  or  publication,  figned  Thomas 
Wright,  purporting  to  be  an  addrefs  from  a certain  number  of  men,  who  ftile 
themfelves  the  Society  of  United  Irilhmen,  which  letter  moll  falfely  calum- 
niates thofe  refpe6lable  grand  juries,  that  have  avowed  their  indignation  and 
contempt  of  the  daring  fcandals  iflued  under  the  lignature  of  the  faid  Ed- 
ward Byrne;  and  whereas,  the  faid  letter,  figned  Thomas  Wright,  Hates,  that 
fuch  grand  juries  have  publilhed  the  moll  flagrant  abfurdities,  calumnies,  and 
libels,  that  they  are  the  inflruments  of  prejudice  and  dilfention,  and  notori- 
oufly  fubordinate  to  intrigue  and  diffufe  corruption. 

Refolved,  That  fuch  afperlions  are  an  high  infult  on  the  dignity  and  pub- 
lic virtue  of  thefe  counties,  that  have  exprelfed  their  difapprobation  of  the 
falfehoods  and  libels  that  a fet  of  wicked  and  defigning  men  have  induftri- 
oufly  circulated  through  the  kingdom;  that  fuch  ill-founded  calumnies  are 
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a menace  thrown  out,  with  an  intent  to  overawe  and  intimidate  the  fpirit  of 
fuch  counties  as  have  not  yet  affembled,  but  that  for  ourfelves,  we  do  declare 
our  thorough  contempt  of  all  fach  fcandalous  defamation. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  letter,  figned  Thomas  Wright,  dares  to  aflert,  that 
the  Proteftant  afcendancy  is  a chimera,  and  confequently  infmuates,  that 
Popery  fliould  predominate. 

Refolved,  That  Inch  contempt  of  the  ellablillied  religion,  is  of  a nature 
highly  feditious,  and  a moll  indecent  libel  on  the  confdtution. 

Refolved,  That  we  will,  collectively  and  individually,  difcountenance  all 
feditious  meetings  and  affociations  whatfoever ; and  that,  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  we  will  fupport  the  Proteftant  interefts  of  Ireland,  under  which  the 
commerce  and  wealth  of  the  country  have  become  at  once  vigorous  and  ex- 
tcnfive,  and  the  true  liberty  of  the  fubjeCl  fecured  and  unfliaken. 

Samuel  Gibbons,  Sheriff. 

COUNTY  OF  FERMANAGH. 

Summer  AJJizes,  1792. 

AT  a meeting  of  the  high  flieriff  and  grand  jury  of  the  county  Fermanagh, 
the  following  refolutions  were  agreed  on; 

Refolved,  That  we  have  the  warmeft  attachment  to  our  Roman  Catholic 
brethren,  and  feel  defirous  to  communicate  to  them  every  privilege  not  in- 
confiftent  with  our  prefent  happy  eftablilhment  in  church  and  Itate. 

Refolved,  therefore.  That  it  is  with  the  utmoft  concern  we  have  feen  an 
inflammatory  and  dangerous  publication,  figned  Edward  Byrne,  the  probable 
effeCl  of  which  will  be  to  retard  the  extenfion  of  thofe  privileges,  by  embody- 
ing the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  in  a political  faCtion,  holding  out  a lan- 
guage of  demand  and  confidence,  which  cannot  be  tolerated  with  fafety  to 
the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  countiy. 

Refolved,  That  we  do  recommend  to  our  Catholic  brethren  to  merit  the 
extenfion  of  future  favors  by  fliewing  a fubmiflive  gratitude  for  the  very  im- 
portant privileges,  which  have  been  already  conferred  on  them ; and  that  we 
do  moft  earncftly  advife  them  rather  to  rely  on  the  wildom  and  liberality  of 
parliament,  which  they  have  already  experienced,  than  on  the  wild  fuggef- 
tions  of  deluding  or  deluded  partizans. 

Refolved,  That  we  feel  it  neccflary  to  come  forward  at  this  period  to  de- 
clare. 
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dare,  that  we  are  ready  to  fupport,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  our  prefent 
invaluable  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  and  that  we  will  refift  to  the  ut- 
inoft  of  our  power  the  attempts  of  any  body  of  men,  who  fliall  prefume  to 
threaten  innovation  in  either. 


William  O’Brien,  Sheritf. 
IMervyn  Archdall  (foreman)  John  Hatfard 
John  Caldwell 


Francis  Brooke 
Gorges  D’Arcy  Irvine 
Jafon  Hatfard 
IMervyn  Archdall,  jun. 
Henry  Brooke 
Gerard  Irvine 
Henry  St.  George  Cole 
William  Barton 
W.  Stewart 


J.  Hawktliaw 
James  Johnflon 
John  Riehardfon 
John  Watkins 
John  Rotborough 
Robert  M^eir 
William  Tredennich 
George  Nixon 
John  Kino; 


Robert  IMayne. 

We  coineide  with  the  grand  jury  in  opinion,  and  adopt  their  fentiments. 

Enniskillen 

Erne 

Belmore. 


COUNTY  OF  MAYO. 

Summer  AJJizes,  179*2. 

M^E,  the  underfigned  grand  jurors,  at  this  attizes  convened,  think  ourfelves 
called  on  to  enter  our  proteft  againft  certain  refolutions  adopted  by  our  fellow 
jurors  refpecting  a paper,  figned  Edv'ard  Byrne,  and  faid  to  have  been  in- 
duftrioutly  cireulated  through  the  different  counties  of  this  kingdom,  as  alfo 
refpeding  certain  claims,  which  the  refolutions  atfert,  may  be  hereafter 
brought  forward  to  the  legitlature  from  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  for  the 
reafon  that  the  paper  alluded  to,  however  induftrioutly  circulated,  never  was 
produced  to  the  jury,  conceiving  it  to  be  a proceeding  inconfiftent  with  the 
dignity  of  any  alfociated  body,  to  cenfure  a paper  they  have  never  feen,  and 
the  purport  of  which  they  have  confequently  never  examined.  We  diffent 
from  any  part  of  the  faid  refolutions,  that  directly  or  by  implication  convey 
an  eternal  profcription  of  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  knowing  them  to  be 
a loyal,  deferving  fe6l  of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  in  this  kingdom : we  objeft 
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generally  to  the  preamble  and  refolutions,  fo  adopted  by  our  fellow-jurors,  as 
tending  to  create  alarms,  where  no  caufe  for  fuch  exifts,  as  tending  to  difturb 
that  harmony  and  good  order  that  has  fo  long  fubfifted  in  this  country,  to 
revive  diffentions  that  in  days  of  ignorance  and  bigotry  defolated  this  king- 
dom, as  conceiving  fuch  to  be  unprovoked  and  undeferved  by  the  Catholic 
body  at  large,  and  particularly  unnecelfary  in  our  county,  where  the  records 
we  have  of  the  principles  of  thatfeft  of  its  inhabitants  have  been  an  approved, 
an  uninterrupted  loyalty  of  refpe(5l,  and  attachment  to  the  conftitution  and 
the  laws,  and  no  later  than  the  laft  feifion  of  parliament  a declaration  of  thofe 
principles,  that  their  condu<5l  had  been  the  teft  of  difclaiming  any  mode  of 
obtaining  from  the  legillature,  for  their  body,  further  emancipation  from  civil 
difability  than  what  refpe6lful  petition  might  obtain.  We  hold  in  ftrong  ab- 
horrence any  fyftem  that  has,  in  its  principles  or  forms,  any  femblance  of  the 
modes  of  anarchy  and  diforder,  that  prevail  in  an  unfortunate  neighbouring 
country.  We  know  of  no  connexion  that  fuch  have  with  the  interefts  or 
principles  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  but  do  know  that  their  conduct 
and  fentiments  are  uniformly  oppofite  to  fuch,  and  that  knowledge  is  a ftrong 
motive  of  our  attachment  to  them. 

Dom.  Geoffry  Browme 
John  Browne 
Neal  O’Donnell 
John  Edmond  Browne 


Hugh  O’Donnell 
Jofeph  Lambert 
George  Glendinning 
Richard  Blake. 


John  Bingham 


Wejiport  Houfe,  0th  Sept.  \7Q1. 

MY  not  having  ferved  on  the  laft  grand  jury  of  Mayo,  having  prevented 
my  fentiments  being  known  on  the  important  matter  difcuffed  there,  refped- 
ing  the  claims,  that  may  be  brought  forward  to  the  legillature  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom,  I think  it  neceflary  to  declare,  that  I 
entirely  coincide  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  exprelfed  their  dif- 
fent  to  the  refolutions  entered  into  by  the  majority  of  that  grand  jury. 

Denis  Browne. 


CATHOLIC  DECLARATION. 

AT  a general  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  county  and  city 
of  Cork,  convened  by  public  advertifement,  and  held  at  the  Cork  Tavern, 
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the  15th'6f  Oclober,  1792,  the  following  declaration  was  unaiiimoufly  agreed 
to : 

Justin  McCarthy,  Efq.  ]\I.D.  in  the  Chair, 
the  Roman  Catholies  of  the  county  and  city  of  Cork,  compelled  by 
the  menaces  and  intimidations,  which  are  daily  repeated  and  renewed  in  the 
public  prints,  to  deviate  from  that  rule  of  filent.expedation  we  had  preferibed 
to  ourfelves,  think  it  our  duty  at  this  crifis  to  interfere,  and  refeue  from  op- 
probrium the  character  of  that  body,  of  which  we  form  no  inconfiderable 
portion. 

We  embrace  the  occafion  of  teftifying  our  entire  approbation  and  concur- 
rence, in  the  fentiments  exprelfed  by  our  opprefled  brethren  throughout  the 
kingdom ; like  them  we  are  loyal,  attached  to  our  country  and  to  the  con- 
ftitution  which  it  polfeifes ; like  them  inflexibly  determined  to  feek,  by  all 
peaceable  and  legal  means,  that  participation  in  the  eleclive  franchife,  which 
we  are  qualified  to  enjoy  by  our  fituation,  patriotifm,  and  property. 

As  the  inhabitants  of  an  extenfive  country,  and  great  commercial  city,  we 
cannot  ftigmatize  too  ftrongly  the  unguarded  condudl  of  thofe  perfons,  pro- 
bably not  much  interefted  in  the  national  welfare,  who,  by  angry  refolutions 
of  refiftance  where  no  attack  was  defigned,  or  even  to  be  apprehended ; and 
by  dangerous  confederations,  which  there  is  no  pretence  to  juftify,  have  dif- 
fufed  vague  conje61;ures  through  Ireland  and  foreign  countries;  interrupting 
at  home  the  public  tramjuillity  and  the  harmony  of  focial  life,  reprefenting 
us  abroad  in  a condition  of  precarious  fettlement.  We  fee  the  fpirit  of  in- 
tolerance obfervable  in  thofe  proceedings  with  aftoniflnnent,  in  an  age  which 
is  denominated  enlightened,  and  among  a people,  who  have  laid  claim  to  the 
praife  of  information  and  liberality. 

We  never  can  admit,  that  the  exclufion  of  three-fourths  of  the  people  from 
any  connexion  with  the  legiflature,  Avhich  difpofesof  their  lives,  their  liberty, 
and  fortunes,  is  an  eflential  and  fundamental  principle  in  the  organization  of 
fociety  within  this  ifland.  The  disfranchifement  of  a large  portion  of  the 
Irifli  people,  was  the  temporary  expedient  of  a diftempered  age ; it  is  time  it 
fliould  be  cancelled.  It  is  time  the  privilege  of  voting  for  reprefentatives 
Ihould  be  re-annexed  to  our  freehold  property;  and  futfrage  become,  M’hat 
the  conftitution  defigned  it,  the  proteftion  and  reward  of  induftry.  The  good 
of  the  country,  the  liberality  of  the  age,  the  fecurity  our  property  affords,  the 
proofs  and  the  pledges  we  have  given  of  patriotifm  and  loyalty,  all  call  aloud 
VoL.  ir.  7 b for 
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for  a happy  reconciliation  of  parties,  grounded  upon  this  act  of  fubftantial 
juftice. 

The  enemies  of  that  great  good  of  Ireland,  our  emancipation,  endeavour 
to  divert  the  public  mind  from  this  difeuffion,  and  to  overwhelm  our  calm 
reprefentation  in  the  outcry  of  fedition.  They  are  aware,  that,  fupported  by 
reafon  and  juftice,  if  our  Proteftant  countrymen  fhall  inveftigate  our  caufe, 
we  nuift  triumph  over  the  bafe  views  and  prejudices  of  the  interefted  and 
bigoted:  but  Ave  call  upon  our  Proteftant  friends  and  neighbours  to  judge  us, 
not  from  exaggerations  and  calumnies,  but  by  their  perfonal  obfervation;  by 
the  general  tenor  of  our  lives  and  condud ; by  the  duties  which  Ave  fulfil  in 
common.  Is  there  any  room  for  the  unkind  furmifes  Avhich  circulate  ? Are 
there  no  terms  upon  Avhich  Ave  may  hope  to  be  reftored  to  our  country?  In 
the  general  havoc  of  our  rights,  remonftrance,  petition,  and  difcufiTion  Avere 
preferved.  We  ufe  them  Avith  that  deference  to  the  exifiing  laAvs,  and  at- 
tention to  the  public  peace,  Avhich  befits  men  connected  by  every  endearing 
tie  to  their  country.  Will  any  honeft  man  lay  his  hand  upon  his  breaft,  and 
anfwcr,  is  our  condudl  diforderly ? Is  ourmode'of  addrefs  indecent?  Are  our 
grievances  fictitious  ? In  every  purfuit  Ave  are  intercepted  by  monopoly ; Ave 
are  deprived  of  all  that  is  called  enviable  in  political  life,  and  of  many  folid 
advantages  of  fociety.  When  Ave  enquire  the  caufe  of  this  exclufion,  AA'e  are 
denominated  feditious. 

We  have  a ftrong  caufe ; it  requires  but  the  aid  of  argument,  and  this  aux- 
iliary alone  aa^c  Avill  employ.  We  folicit  from  our  Proteftant  countrymen  a 
patient  hearing,  that  Ave  may  demonfirate  to  them,  that  by  redrelfmg  our 
grievances,  they  ferA’e  our  common  country  and  do  not  endanger  their 
eftabliflnnent.  We  have  no  means  of  procuring  redrefs,  but  by  imprefling 
conviction  upon  the  Proteftant  reprefentatives  of  Proteftant  conltituents. 

For  us  ftands  all  that  is  illuftrious  in  the  land  for  talent  and  public  fpirit ! 
The  men,  Avho  encourage  venality  and  trade  in  corruption,  are  arrayed 
again  ft  us.  It  may  be  couA^enient  to  fuch  perfons  to  limit  the  number  of 
free  agents  Avithin  the  realm;  but  Avill  the  fenfible  and  difinterefted  Protef- 
tants  of  Ireland  be  deceived  by  their  unfounded  affertions,  their  unfubftan- 
tiated  charges,  and  fanciful  hypothefes?  Will  they  credit,  that  Ave  Arould 
innovate  in  profperity,  who  in  adverfity  are  moderate  and  fubmifli\’e? 

Will  they  believe,  that  Ave  have  an  alien  hope,  Avho  have  appeared  in  every 
hour  of  peril  armed  by  their  fides  for  our  common  protection,  and  Avho  have, 
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within  the  period  of  their  recolle6lion,  refilled  the  only  powers  on  earth,  whom 
we  could  be  fuppofed  to  favor?  Will  they  not  rather  attend  to  the  evidence 
of  their  fenfes,  that  as  the  pad  repeal  of  the  Popery  laws  has  been  tlie  caiifc 
of  national  profperity,  fo  by  the  future  muft  our  eountry  flourilli?  That  it 
is  more  poll  tie  to  recompenfe  by  franehife  the  toil  of  the  laborious,  than  the 
perjury  of  the  profligate.  Thefe  are  the  found  doftrines  of  every  wile  ftatef- 
man  and  eminent  writer  of  either  kingdom;  oppofed  to  them  are  the  men 
who  inculcate  the  dangerous  leflbn,  that  the  church,  the  date,  the  crown,  the 
empire,  and  the  conditution  mud  totter,  unlefs  they  have  for  fupporters,  a 
famiflied  Have  and  an  arrogant  monopolifl. 

We  are  threatened,  if  we  perfid  in  our  purpofe,  not  only  with  an  exclufion 
from  future  favors,  but  likewife  with  a revocation  of  pad  relaxations  of  pe- 
nalties inflided  without  a crime;  the  former  openly  avowed,  the  latter  co- 
vertly infinuated.  But  this  fentence  of  eternal  and  even  of  retroaclive  pro- 
fcription,  though  backed  by  fome  untimely  proffers  of  lives  and  fortunes,  has 
no  effeel  on  our  conduct ; becaufe  we  conceive,  that  to  the  legiflature  alone 
it  is  competent  to  menace  or  to  profcribe ; and  that  for  one  fellow-fubjeft  to 
threaten  to  limit  the  rights  of  another,  is  to  adume  a power  that  to  him  does 
not  belong  a fpecies  of  political  affault  unwarranted  either  by  the  law  or 
the  conditution. 


To  the  patriots,  who  ftood  forward  our  advocates  in  the  fenate,  and  to 
thofe  who  fupported  our  caufe  vdthout,  we  return  our  warmed  thanks;  and 
our  acknowledgments  and  gratitude  are  particularly  due  to  the  late  grand 
jury  of  this  city,  who,  redding  the  contagion  of  evil  example,  have  declined 
entering  into  the  confederacy  attempted  to  be  formed  for  the  purpofe  of  ri- 
vetting  our  chains,  and  detaining  us  in  bondage;  as  well  as  to  the  enlightened 
and  fpirited  Protedant  freeholders,  who,  by  their  refolutions  of  the  8th  indant, 
have  patronized  our  claims,  and  refeued  this  great  and  refpedable  county 
from  the  digma  of  bigotry,  and  the  fpirit  of  monopoly. 

Justin  M‘Caiithy,  Chairman. 

[Signed  by  a mod  refpe6lable  number  of  country  gentlemen  of  landed 
property,  and  wealthy  citizens.] 
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GALWAY  RODMAN  CATHOLICS.- 

AT  a numerous  and  refpeftable  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  convened  by  public  requifi- 
tion  on  Sunday  the  14th  inftant,  the  following  refolutious  were  uijanimoufly 
agreed  to  : 

Christopher  Chevers,  Efq.  in  the  chair. 

We,  the  Ron^an  Catholics  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  think  it  our 
duty  to  repel,  in  the  moll  public  and  folemn  manner,  the  imputation  of  fedi- 
tious  praftices  and  intentions,  which  have  been  raflily  alleged  againft  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  but  which  w^e  obferve  with  furprize  and  regret  to  be  daily 
repeated  in  the  public  prints,  and  fanftioned  by  the  fignatures  of  men,  who  owe 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  a more  honorable  fervice  than  to  fabricate  calumny, 
and  ditfeminate  divihon,  confeious  that  in  our  opinions  both  civil  and  religi- 
ous, in  our  demeanour  and  in  our  connexions,  there  is  nothing  hoftile  to  the 
good  of  our  country,  to  liberty  and  fettlement.  We  obferve  with  equal  in- 
dignation and  aftonilhment,  the  affertion,  that  to  reilore  us  to  the  right  of 
futfrage,  is  a meafure  which  might  endanger  the  fortunate  connexion  of  the 
tiller  kingdoms,  the  happy  conititution  of  this  realm,  and  the  fuccelTion  in  the 
Iloufe  of  Hanover,  to  which  Ave  are  devoted.  Nor  can  we  refrain  from  re- 
marking, that  whilft  the  authors  of  thefe  crude  conjeXures  expeX  an  unli- 
mited deference  to  their  opinions,  they  tliould  have  treated  with  more  decorum 
a body  Avliich  contains  the  reprefentatives  of  fo  many  ancient  families,  a large 
portion  of  tlie  landed,  and  a vaft  majority  of  the  commercial  intcreft  of  the 
countiy.  If  the  charaXer  of  Ireland  were  to  be  colleXed  from  the  newf- 
papers,  foreigners  might  fuppofe  it  plunged  in  the  bigotry  of  the  moft  dark 
and  barbarous  periods  of  fociety. 

ift.  Refolvcd,  That  we  concur  in  the  fentiments  expretfed  by  the  Catholics 
of  Waterford  in  their  Declaration  of  the  22d  of  September,  and  in  other  fimi- 
lar  publications,  being  at  once  loyal,  moderate,  and  firm. 

2d.  That  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland  Aimuld  have  been  more  confulted,  if 
the  grand  juries,  and  fuch  other  incompetent  aflemblies  had  referred  the  difeuf- 
fion  to  the  wifdom  of  parliament,  the  tribunal  to  which  of  right  it  appertains. 

3d.  That  as  we  tliould  cenfure  any  menace  or  intimidation  from  the  mem- 
bers of  our  body,  fo  we  mult  complain  that  the  language  of  fome  late  refohi- 
tions  is  replete  with  menace,  and  feems  calculated  to  deter  the  fubjeX  from 
the  e.xercife  of  his  right  to  petition. 

4 th. 
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4th.  That  the  circular  letter  of  the  corporation  of  Dublin  is  on  this  account 
eminently  reprehenfible,  that  it  contained  doctrines  inconfiftcnt  with  the 
exiftence  of  good  government,  and  the  peace  of  a fettled  country. 

5th.  That  thofe  who  attempt  to  fupprefs  the  difcuflion  of  the  Catholic 
queftion  acknowledge  by  that  conduct  that  our  caufe  is  juft,  and  our  relief 
reafonable,  and  that  to  obftru6t  our  humble  application  to  parliament  in  peti- 
tion, is  the  interruption  of  a right,  which  is  enjoyed  and  exercifed  even  under  - 
defpotic  governments. 

dth.  That  impretfed  "w^ith  a conviction  that  the  profperity  of  Ireland  depends 
upon  the  union  of  its  inhabitants,  and  that  no  union  can  be  cordial  unlefs  po- 
litical rights  be  impartially  diftributed,  we  will  join  with  the  Catholics  of  other 
counties  and  cities  in  an  application  to  the  legillature  to  be  reftored  to  the 
privilege  of  voting  for  our  reprefentatives  in  parliaments  That  we  will  fup- 
port  that  ajjpl'cation  by  every  means  of  conftitutional  influence  winch  we 
poflefs,  and  tiiat  we  trufl;  our  gracious  Sovereign,  whofe  charafter  is  an  attach- 
ment equall}’’  paternal  to  all  his  fubjefts  Avill  not  liften  to  the  mifreprefentation 
and  chimeras  of  interefted  men,  but  countenance  this  fignal  act  of  national 
policy  and  juftice,  by  which  not  alone  the  condition  of  his  faithful  people  will 
be  improved,  but  Ireland  herfelf  become  a more  ufeful  and  profitable  member 
of  the  empire. 

Christopher  Chevers. 

Chriftopher  Chevers,  Efq.  having  left  the  chair,  and  Andrew  French,  Efq. 
of  Rahoon,  having  taken  it,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  unanimoufly 
voted  to  Chriftopher  Chevers,  Efq.  for  his  proper  conduct  in  the  chair. 

Signed  by  upwards  of  four  hundred  Gentlemen. 

COUNTY  KERRY  MEETING. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Kerry,  convened  at  tlic 

County  Court-houfe,  by  public  notice,  from  the  High  Sherifl-,  purfuant  to 

a requifition  from  the  Grand  Jury--- 

Refolved,  That  having  feen  a printed  pa[)er  nov/  circulating  amongft  the 
Catholics  of  this  county,  which  paper  is  figned,  “ Edw'ard  Byrne,”  and  jn-o- 
pofes  to  the  Catholics  of  the  entire  kingdom,  to  ele6l  perfons  to  reprefent  their 
body,  in  the  manner,  and  for  the  purpofes  therein  fet  forth  ; we  confider  it  an 
indifpenfable  duty,  as  well  from  an  inalienable  intereft  in  the  fecurity  of  our 
prefent  happy  conftitution,  foferioufly  invaded  thereby,  as  trom  our  folicitude 
for  the  real  advantages  of  our  Catholic  brethren,  which  we  conceive  in  tact 
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to  be  materially  obrtruded  by  fuch  meafure,  to  declare  our  opinion  on  the 
contents  of  fuch  paper,  and  the  refolutions  it  has  compelled  us  to  adopt. 

Refolved,  That  although  we  have  feen  with  fatisfaclion  the  progreffion  of 
public  opinion  in  favour  of  our  Catholic  brethren,  which  has  for  fome  years 
gradually  procured  them  the  material  relaxations  of  the  penal  laws  their  mo- 
deration merited,  yet  we  cannot  but  confider  any  efforts  made  to  call  upon  the 
Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  to  affemble  themfelves  coliedlively  or  reprefenta- 
tively  for  the  purpofcs  fet  forth  in  faid  letter,  as  calculated  to  continue  and 
preferve  feparate  views  and  interefts  between  Catholics  and  Proteftants,  which 
we  trufted  time  would  gradually  efface  ; as  alfo  to  intimate  that  the  privileges 
communicated  to  them,  have  been  the  acquifitions  of  their  own  efforts,  rather 
than  the  conceffions  of  a generous  and  enlightened  legiflature,  and  above  all 
to  eftablilh  a dangerous  innovation  fubverfive  of  our  prefent  conftitution,  and 
necelfarily  produdlive  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  and  which  we  fliould  there- 
fore equally  oppofe,  if  adopted  for  any  purpofe  by  any  fet  of  men,  or  fe6l  of 
religion,  not  excepting  even  of  the  church,  or  eftablilhed  by  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom. 

Refolved,  That  the  dark  and  myfterious  allufions  fuch  letter  contained,  to 
the  affent  of  Lord  Fingal  and  the  other  Catholic  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who 
differed  from  the  faid  committee,  oblige  us  to  declare,  that  we  diferedit  fuch 
alTertion,  as  well  from  the  contradidtion  it  contains  to  the  public  declarations 
of  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  alluded  to,  as  from  the  inconfiftency  of  fuch 
meafures  with  their  loyalty,  their  attachment  to  the  prefent  conftitution,  and 
their  interefts  in  its  maintenance  and  fupport. 

Refolved,  That,  in  the  county  where  the  Catholics  are  exceedingly  nume- 
rous, we  have  obferved  with  the  moft  heart-felt  fatisfaclion,  the  higher  rank 
moft  eminently  diftinguiftied  by  their  meritorious  efforts  to  preferve  peace  and 
good  order ; and  that  in  the  middle  and  lower  ranks,  we  have  found  offences 
of  every  kind  daily  diminifli,  whilft  thole  attributed  to,  or  derived  from,  the 
difference  of  feCls,  have  been  utterly  unknown. 

Refolved,  That,  in  the  indiffoluble  union  which  exifts  between  the  intelli- 
gent and  good  of  all  perfuafions,  we  look  forward  to  a continuation  of  that 
progreffion  of  rapid  improvement,  which  has  taken  place  for  fome  years  in 
this  county. 

Refolved,  That  the  High  Sheriff  of  this  county  be  requefted  to  tranfmit 
thefe  our  refolutions  to  his  excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  kingdom, 
as  the  fenfe  of  the  county. 
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COUNTY  OF  MONAGHAN. 


Summer  Assizes,  1792. — We,  tlie  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the 
county  of  iMonaghan,  obferving  with  the  utmoft  concern  from  certain  late 
publications,  that  the  privileges  fo  liberally  granted  by  parliament  during  the 
laft  feffion  to  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  have  not  been  received  by  them 
with  that  thankfulnefs  and  gratitude  which  they  merited,  do  feel  it  our  duty 
to  declare  our  opinion,  that  if  they  look  to  further  indulgences,  they  are  to  be 
obtained  only  by  peaceable  fubmiffion  to  the  prefent  laws,  and  to  exprefs 
our  firmeft  confidence  that  no  branch  of  the  legiflature  will  admit  of  any  al- 
teration that  can  endanger  that  afeendanev  which  an  eftablifhed  religion  and 
government  muft  maintain. 


John  Montgomery,  Fore- 
man, 

John  James, 

Samuel  iMadden, 

Mat.  Anketell, 

N.  Mont.  Moore, 

Charles  Albert  Leflie, 
Thomas  Singleton, 

Adam  Noble, 

J ohn  Ker, 

Alexander  Nixon, 

Robert  Montgomery, 


Richard  Dawson,  Sheriff. 
James  Corry, 

Dacre  Hamilton, 

Edward  Richardfon, 

Norman  Steele, 

Thomas  Brunker, 

William  Forfter, 

William  Mayne, 

John  Mitchell, 

James  Jackfon, 

Robert  Graham, 

John  Rawdon, 

Humphrey  Thompfon,  Efqrs. 


No.  XCI. 

Queries  to  Foreign  Univerjities,  with  their  Anjwers.  {Page  382.^ 

WHEN  the  committee  of  the  Engliih  Catholics  (for  they  had  a committee 
with  whom  the  Englifii  minifters  of  the  crown  did  not  difdain  to  communi- 
cate)  waited  on  ]\Ir.  Pitt,  he  requested  to  be  furniflied  with  authentic  evidence 
of  the  opinions  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  and  the  Catholic  univerfities  abroad, 
“ with  refpeft  to  the  exiftence  and  extent  of  the  pope’s  difpenfing  power.” 
Three  queftions  were  accordingly  framed  and  fent  to  the  univerfities  of 
Paris,  Louvain,  Alcala,  Douay,  Salamanca,  and  Valladolid,  for  their 
opinions. 

The 
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The  queries  and  anfwers  are  as  follows. 

THE  QUERIES. 

Has  the  pope,  or  cardinals,  or  any  body  of  men,  or  any  individual  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  any  civil  authority,  power,  jurifdi6tion,  or  pre-eminence 
whatfoever,  within  the  realm  of  England  ? 

2.  Can  the  pope  or  cardinals,  or  any  body  of  men,  or  any  individual  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  abfolve  or  difpenfe  with  his  majefty's  fubje6is,  from  their 
oath  of  allegiance,  upon  any  pretext  whatfoever  ? 

3.  Is  there  any  principle  in  the  tenets  of  the  Catholic  faith,  by  which  Ca- 
tholics are  juftified  in  not  keeping  faith  with  heretics,  or  other  perfons  differing 
from  them  in  religious  opinions,  in  any  tranfacfion,  either  of  a public  or  a pri- 
vate nature  ? 

Ahftracl  from  the  anfwer  of  the  Sacred  Facility  of  Divinity  of  Paris  to  the 

above  Queries. 

After  an  introduction  according  to  the  ufual  forms  of  the  univerfity,  they 
anfwer  the  firft  query  by  declaring  ; 

Neither  the  pope,  nor  the  cardinals,  nor  any  body  of  men,  nor  any  other 
perfou  of  the  church  of  Rome,  hath  any  civil  authority,  civil  power,  civil  ju- 
rifdiction,  or  civil  pre-eminence  Arhatfoever  in  any  kingdom ; and,  confe- 
quently,  none  in  the  kingdom  of  England,  by  reafon  or  virtue  of  any  autho- 
rity, power,  jurifdiction,  or  pre-eminence  by  divine  inftitution  inherent  in,  or 
granted,  or  by  any  other  means  belonging  to  the  pope,  or  the  church  of  Rome. 
This  doctrine  the  Sacred  Faculty  of  Divinity  of  Paris  has  always  held,  and 
upon  every  occafion  maintained,  and  upon  every  occalion  has  rigidly  pro- 
fcribed  the  contrary  doctrines  from  her  fchools. 

Anfwer  to  the  fecond  query. — Neither  the  pope,  nor  the  cardinals,  nor 
any  body  of  men,  nor  any  perfon  of  the  church  of  Rome,  can,  by  virtue  of 
the  keys,  abfolve  or  releafe  the  fubjects  of  the  King  of  England  from  their 
oath  of  allegiance. 

This  and  the  firft  query  are  fo  intimately  connected,  that  the  anfwer  of  the 
firft  immediately  and  naturally  applies  to  the  fecond,  &c. 

Anfwer  to  the  third  query. — There  is  no  tenet  in  the  Catholic  church,  by 
which  Catholics  are  juftified  in  not  keeping  faith  with  Heretics,  or  thofe  who 
differ  from  them  in  matters  of  religion.  The  tenet,  that  it  is  lawful  to  bieak 
faith  with  Heretics,  is  fo  repugnant  to  common  honefty  and  the  opinions  of 
Catholics,  that  there  is  nothing  of  which  tliofe  who  have  defended  tlie  Catho- 
lic 
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lie  faith  againft  Proteftants,  have  complained  more  heavily,  than  the  malice 
and  calumny  of  their  adverfaries  in  imputing  this  tenet  to  them,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Given  at  Paris  in  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Sorbonne,  held  on  Thurfday 
the  1 1 th  day  before  the  calends  of  March  1 789. 

Signed  in  due  form. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  DOUAY. 

January  5,  1789- 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  Divinity  of  the  Univerfty  of  Douay,  iAc.  &c. 

To  the  firft  and  fecond  queries  the  Sacred  Faculty  anfwers— -That  no  power 
whatfoever,  in  civil  or  temporal  concerns,  was  given  by  the  Almighty,  either 
to  the  pope,  the  cardinals,  or  the  church  herfelf,  and,  confequently,  that 
kings  and  fovereigns  are  not  in  temporal  concerns,  fubje6t,  by  the  ordination 
of  God,  to  any  ecclefiaftical  power  whatfoever ; neither  can  their  fubjefts,  by 
any  authority  granted  to  the  Pope  or  the  Church,  from  above,  be  freed  from 
their  obedience,  or  abfolved  from  their  oath  of  allegiance. 

This  is  the  do6trine  which  the  doctors  and  profelTors  of  divinity  hold  and 
teach  in  our  fchools,  and  this  all  the  candidates  for  degrees  in  divinity  main- 
tain in  their  public  thefes,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

To  the  third  queftion  the  Sacred  Faculty  anfwers— That  there  is  no  prin- 
ciple of  the  Catholic  faith,  by  which  Catholics  are  juftified  in  not  keeping  faith 
with  Heretics,  who  differ  from  them  in  religious  opinion.  On  the  contrary, 
it  is  the  unanimous  doEtrine  of  Catholics,  that  the  refpe6l  due  to  the  name  of 
God  fo  called  to  witnefs,  requires  that  the  oath  be  inviolably  kept,  to  M'hom- 
foever  it  is  pledged,  whether  Catholic,  Heretic,  or  Infidel,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Signed  and  fealed  in  due  form. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUVAIN. 

The  Faculty  of  Divinity  at  Louvain,  having  been  requefted  to  give  her 
opinion  upon  the  queftions  above  ftated,  does  it  with  readinefs — but  ftruck 
with  aftonifhment  that  fuch  queftions  fliould,  at  the  end  of  this  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, be  propofed  to  any  learned  body,  by  inhabitants  of  a kingdom  that 
glories  in  the  talents  and  difeernment  of  its  natives.  The  Faculty  being  af- 
fembled  for  the  above  purpofe,  it  is  agreed  with  the  unanimous  aflent  of  all 
voices  to  anfwer  the  firft  and  fecond  queries  abfolutely  in  the  negative. 

The  Faculty  does  not  tliink  it  incumbent  upon  her  in  this  place  to  enter 
VoL.  11.  7 c upon 
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upon  the  proofs  of  her  opinion,  or  to  fliew  how  it  is  fupported  by  patfages  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  or  the  writings  of  antiquity.  That  has  already  been 
done  by  Boffuet,  De  Marca,  the  two  Barclays,  Goldaftus,  the  Pithaeufes,  Ar- 
gentre  Widrington,  and  his  Majefty  King  James  the  Firft,  in  his  Dilfertation 
againtl  Bellarmine  and  Du  Perron,  and  by  many  others,  &c.  &c.  See. 

The  Faculty  then  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  fovereign  power  of  the  date 
is  in  no  wife  (not  evxn  indire6tly  as  it  is  termed)  fubje6l  to,  or  dependant  upon 
any  other  power,  though  it  be  a fpiritual  power,  of  even  though  it  be  inftituted 
for  eternal  falvation,  &c.  See.  i 

That  no  man  nor  any  affembly  of  men  however  eminent  in  dignity  and 
power,  not  even  the  whole  body  of  the  Catholic  church,  though  aflembled  in 
general  council,  can,  upon  any  ground  or  pretence  whatfoever,  weaken  the 
bond  of  union  between  the  fovereign  and  the  people  ; ftill  lefs  can  they  abfolve 
or  free  the  fubjedls  from  their  oath  of  allegiance. 

Proceeding  to  the  third  queftion,  the  faid  Faculty  .of  Divinity  (in  perfedb 
wonder  thatfuch  a queftion  tliould  be  propofed  to  her)  moft  pofitively  and  un- 
equivocally anfwers — That  there  is  not,  and  there  never  has  been,  among  the 
Catholics,  or  in  the  dodlrines  of  the  church  of  Rome,  any  law  or  principle 
which  makes  it  lawful  for  Catholics  to  break  their  faith  with  Heretics,  or 
others  of  a different  perfuafion  from  themfelves  in  matters  of  religion,  either 
in  public  or  private  concerns. 

The  Faculty  declares  the  dodtrine  of  the  Catholics  to  be,  that  the  divine 
and  natural  law,  which  makes  it  a duty  to  keep  faith  and  promifes,  is  the 
fame ; and  is  neither  lhaken  nor  diminifhed,  if  thofe  with  whom  the  engage- 
ment is  made,  hold  erroneous  opinions  in  matters  of  religion,  See.  Sec. 

Signed  in  due  form  on  the  18th  of  November,  1788. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ALCALA. 

To  the  firft  queftion  it  is  anfwered— That  none  of  the  perfons  mentioned  in 
the  propofed  queftion,  either  individually,  or  collectively  in  council  aflembled, 
have  any  right  in  civil  matters ; but  that  all  civil  power,  jurifdiCtion  and  pre- 
eminence are  derived  from  inheritance,  eleClion,  the  confent  of  the  people,  and 
other  fuch  titles  of  that  nature. 

To  the  fecond  it  is  anfwered,  in  like  manner— That  none  of  the  perfons 
above-mentioned  have  a power  to  abfolve  the  fubjeCts  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty from  their  oaths  of  allegiance. 
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To  the  third  queftion  it  is  anfvvered— That  the  do6trine  which  would  exempt 
Catholics  from  the  obligation  bf  keeping  faith  with  Heretics,  or  with  any 
other  perfons  Avho  diffent  from  them  in  matters  of  religion,  inftead  of  being 
an  article  of  Catholic  faith,  is  entirely  repugnant  to  its  tenets. 

Signed  in  the  ufual  form,  March  17  th,  1780. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  SALAMANCA. 

To  the  firft  queftion  it  is  anfwered— -That  neither  pope,  nor  cardinals,  nor 
any  aflembly  or  individual  of  the  Catholic  church,  have,  as  fuch,  any  civil 
authority,  power,  jurifdidtion  or  pre-eminence  in  the  kingdom  of  England. 

To  the  fecond  it  is  anfwered— That  neither  pope  nor  cardinals,  nor  any 
afliembly  or  individual  of  the  Catholic  church,  can,  as  fuch,  abfolve  the  fub- 
jedls  of  Great  Britain  from  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  or  difpenfe  with  its  obli- 
gations. 

To  the  third  it  is  anfwered-— That  it  is  no  article  of  Catholic  faith,  with 
Heretics,  or  with  perfons,  of  any  other  defcription,  who  diffent  from  them  in 
matters  of  religion. 

Signed  in  the  ufual  form,  March  7 th,  1789. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  VALLADOLID. 

To  the  firft  queftion  it  is  anfwered-— That  neither  pope,  cardinals,’  or  even 
a general  council,  have  any  civil  authority,  power,  jurifdidtion  or  pre-emi- 
nence, direftly  or  indirectly,  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ; or  over  any 
other  kingdom  or  province  in  v’hich  they  poffefs  no  temporal  dominion. 

To  the  fecond  it  is  anfwered— That  neither  pope  nor  cardinals,  nor  even 
a general  council,  can  abfolve  the  fubjeCls  of  Great  Britain  from  their  oaths 
of  allegiance,  or  difpenfe  with  their  obligation. 

To  the  third  it  is  anfwered— That  the  obligation  of  keeping  faith  is 
grounded  on  the  law  of  nature,  which  binds  all  men  equally,  without  refpeCl 
to  their  religious  opinions ; and  with  regard  to  Catholics,  it  is  ftill  more  co- 
gent, as  it  is  confirmed  by  the  principles  of  their  religion. 

Signed  in  the  ufual  form,  February  17th,  1789. 
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No.  XCII. 

{Page  383.) 

September  13,  1792. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  Catholics,  Randal  M‘Donnell, 

Efq.  in  the  Chair. 

The  Sub-Committee  having  feen,  with  great  concern,  a variety  of  publica- 
tions, cenfuring  the  circular  letter  lately  iffued  by  them,  faid  to  be  figned  by 
Edward  Byrne,  and  erroneoufly  ftated  to  be  illegal  and  unconftitutional,  have 
thought  it  their  duty  to  fubmit  that  letter  to  the  infpeftion  of  the  Hon.  Simon 
Butler,  and  Beresford  Burfton,  Efq.  two  gentlemen  of  the  firft  eminence  in 
their  profelfion,  and  who  have  the  honor  to  be  of  his  Majefty’s  council. 

The  cafe  and  opinions  of  thofe  gentlemen,  which  follow,  will  demonftrate, 
that  the  committee  have  taken  no  hep  whatfoever,  which  the  laws  and  confti- 
tution  do  not  fully  warrant. 

CASE. 

The  Catholics  of  Ireland,  labouring  under  laws,  by  which  they  are  deprived 
of  every  lhare  in  the  legiflature,  rendered  incapable  ,of  ferving  their  country 
in  any  office  civil  or  military,  and  deprived  of  an  equal  participation  with 
their  fellow-fubjefts  of  other  perfuahons,  in  the  benefit  of  the  trial  by  jury, 
are  defirous  of  laying  their  grievances  before  the  King  and  Parliament,  and 
fupplicating  redrefs. 

As  the  moft  effedual  method  of  colleding  the  fenfe  of  the  Catholic  body, 
and  laying  it  before  the  king  and  parliament,  a general  committee  from  that 
body  was  formed,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  application  to  the  legiflature, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  fubje61  of  their  grievance,  and  praying  that  redrefs, 
to  which  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  their  fovereign,  and  obedience  to  the 
laws,  juftly  entitled  them. 

In  the  laflfeffion  of  parliament,  the  general  committee,  as  individuals,  did, 
on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their  brethren,  prefent  a petition  to  parliament, 
praying  relief,  which  petition  was,  with  circumftances  of  unprecedented  feve- 
rity,  rejected  ; and  as  one  of  the  many  caufes  of  faid  rejection,  it  was  alleged, 
that  the  perfons  whofe  names  were  affixed  to  faid  petition  were  a faCtion,  un- 
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connected  with  and  incompetent  to  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. In  order  to  obviate  every  Inch  objection  in  future,  the  general  com- 
mittee framed  a plan,  which  is  fent  herewith,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  the 
attendance  of  fuch  perfons  from  each  county  as  were  heft  acquainted  with  the 
fentiments,  and  could  beft  declare  the  voice  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  who 
iliould  be  by  them  deputed  as  delegates  to  the  general  committee,  with  in- 
f ructions  to  fupport  the  faid  committee,  as  the  voice  of  the  Catholics,  by 
whom  they  were  deputed.  “ That  an  humble  rep  refen  tation  be  made  to  their 
“ gracious  fovereign,  and  to  parliament,  of  the  many  fevere  laws  which  op- 
“ prefs  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjects,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  although  no 
“ caufe  founded  in  wifdom  or  policy  is  alhgned  for  their  continuance,  ira- 
“ ploring  it  as  effential  to  their  protection,  and  to  fecure  an  impartial  diftri- 

bution  of  juftice  in  their  favor,  that  they  may  be  reftored  to  the  elective 
“ franchife,  and  an  equal  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  trial  by  jury.” 

Charges  and  infmuations  of  a veiy  heavy  nature  have  been  thrown  out,  and 
menaces  ufed  by  many  bodies  of  men,  and  individuals,  to  prevent  the  carry- 
ing the  above  plan  into  execution,  under  a pretence  that  it  is  contrary  to  law, 
and  that  the  meeting  projected  therein  would  be  a popilh  congrefs,  formed 
for  the  purpofe  of  overawing  the  legiflature. 

The  general  committee,  abhorring  and  utterly  renouncing  fuch  imputa- 
tions, and  defiring  to  regulate  their  condu6l  in  ftridl  conformity  to  law,  re- 
queftyour  opinion  upon  the  following  queries  : 

ift.  Have  his  majefty’s  fubjedls  of  Ireland,  profefting  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  a right  to  petition  his  majefty  and  the  legiflature  for  the  redrefs  of 
grievances,  equally  with  Proteftants;  and  if  not,  wherein  do  they  differ.? 

2d.  If  they  have  this  right,  may  they  lawfully  chufe  delegates,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  framing  fuch  petition,  and  prefenting  the  fame,  in  a peaceable  and 
refpeftful  manner  ; and  if  they  may  not,  by  what  law  or  ftatute  are  they  for- 
bidden to  do  fo  ? 

3d.  Is  a meeting  for  the  purpofe  of  chufing  fuch  delegates,  an  unlawful  af- 
fembly  j and  if  not  an  unlawful  alfembly,  has  any  magiftrate  or  other  perfon 
by  or  under  pretence  of  the  Riot  A<T,  or  any  other,  and  Avhat  ftatute,  a right 
to  difperfe  faid  meeting  ? 

/1th.  What  is  the  legal  mode  of  prefenting  petitions  to  the  legiflature  in. 
Ireland  ; and  is  there  any,  and  what  ftatute  upon  that  point  in  this  country  ? 

5th.  Is  the  plan  fent  herewith  agreeable  to  law  ; if  not,  wherein  is  it  conr 

trary 


2o6 


APPENDIX. 


traiy  thereto,  and  to  what  penalties  would  perfons  become  fubjeft,  who  fliould 
carry,  or  attempt  to  carry,  the  fame  into  effe6t. 

Counfel  will  pleafe  to  ftate  the  authorities  upon  which  he  grounds  his 
opinion. 

Anfwer  to  the  ift  queftion. — I am  clearly  and  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
all  and  every  his  majehy’s  fubje6ts  of  this  kingdom,  of  every  perfuafion,  Ro- 
man Catholic  as  well  as  Proteftant,  have  an  unalienable  right  to  petition,  in 
a peaceable  manner,  the  king  or  either  houfe  of  parliament,  for  redrefs  of 
grievances,  be  thofe  grievances  real  or  imaginary.  — ly?  Black.  Comm.  p.  143. 

Anfwer  to  the  2d  queftion. — I am  clearly  and  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
Roman  Catholics  have,  equally  with  Proteftants,  a right  to  choofe  delegates 
for  the  purpofe  of  framing  fuch  petition,  and  prefenting  the  fame  in  a peace- 
able and  refpeftful  manner  to  the  legillature,  and  that  they  are  not  forbidden 
fo  to  do  by  any  law  or  ftatute  whatfoever.  Delegation  has  always  been  con- 
fidered  not  only  as  the  moft  elFe6lual  mode  of  obtaining  the  general  fenfe, 
but  alfo  as  the  heft  fecurity  againft  tumult  and  difturbance. 

Anfwer  to  the  3d  queftion. — 1 am  alfp  clearly  and  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  a peaceable  meeting  for  the  purpofe  of  choofing  fuch  delegates,  is  a 
lawful  alfembly,  and  that  no  magiftrate  or  other  perfon,  by  or  under  pretence 
of  the  riot  a61;  or  any  other  ftatute,  has  a right  to  difperfe  fuch  meeting. 
The  alfembly  which  may  be  difperfed  under  the  authority  of  the  riot  a6t, 
muft  be  unlawful,  riotous,  tumultuous,  and  in  dillurbance  of  the  public 
peace.  The  act  is  inoperative  upon  an  alfembly  that  is  lawful;  and  I feel  no 
difficulty  in  declaring  my  opinion,  that  an  oblhu^tion  of  the  peaceable  ex- 
ercife  of  an  unalienable  right  of  the  fubje6t,  is  a mifdemeanor  of  the  greateft 
magnitude,  and  that  any  perfon  charged  with  the  guilt  thereof,  be  his  rank 
or  ftation  what  it  may,  is  indiftable,  and,  if  found  guilty  by  his  country, 
liable  to  be  lined  and  imprifoned ; and  I alfo  feel  no  difficulty  in  declaring  my 
opinion,  that  publications  cliarging  the  general  committee  with  exciting  in 
the  inftance  before  us,  unlawful  alfemblies  for  feditious  purpofes,  are  libels, 
and  as  fuch  are  indiftable  and  actionable. 

Anfwer  to  the  4th  queftion. — By  the  Englilh  ftatute  of  the  ill  William  and 
Mary,  St.  2.  Ch.  II.  commonly  called  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  which  being  a 
law  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  fubjedl,  is  therefore  of  force  in  Ireland, 
it  is  declared,  “ that  all  fubjedts  have  a right  to  petition  to  the  king,  and 
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“ that  all  commitments  and  prolecutions  for  fuch  petitioning  are  illegal.” 
Notwithftanding  the  Bill  of  Rights  is  general,  and  does  not  fpecify  any  regu- 
lations or  reftri6tions,  yet  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  in  England,  in  the  cafe 
of  the  King  againR  Lord  George  Gordon  (Douglafs,  p.  571.),  thought  pro- 
per to  deliver  an  opinion,  that  it  did  not  repeal  the  Englilh  a6t  of  the  13th 
Car.  II.  St.  I.  Ch.  5,  which  enafted,  “ that  no  petition  to  the  king,  or  either 
“ houfe  of  parliament,  for  any  alteration  in  the  church  or  ftate,  diall  be  fign- 
“ ed  by  above  twenty  perfons,  unlefs  the  matter  thereof  be  approved  by 
“ three  juflices  of  the  peace,  or  the  major  part  of  the  grand  jury,  in  the 
“ country,  and  in  London,  by  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common- 
“ council:  nor  lhall  any  petition  be  prefen  ted  by  more  than  ten  perfons  at  a 
“ time.”  Under  the  above  authority,  therefore,  the  right  of  petitioning  in 
England  is  fubject  to  the  regulations  and  reftri6tions  laid  upon  it  by  that  a6l 
of  Charles  11.  But  as  neither  the  a6t  of  Charles,  nor  any  one  fimilar  to  it, 
is  in  force  in  Ireland,  the  right  of  the  Irith  fubje6is  to  petition  their  legifla- 
ture  is  not  fubje6l  to  any  regulation  or  reftri6tion  whatfoever,  fave  only  that 
due  care  muft  be  taken,  left,  under  the  pretence  of  petitioning,  the  fubject 
be  guilty  of  any  riot  or  tumult.  I am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  no  particu- 
lar mode  of  prefenting  petitions  to  the  legiflature  of  Ireland  is  pointed  out  by 
any  law  or  ftatute  of  force  in  this  kingdom.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the 
laft  feffions  of  parliament,  a great  concourfe  of  people  alfembled  in  the^Park, 
framed  a petition,  and  deputed  a very  large  number  of  their  body  to  prelent 
it  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ; the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  obferving  upon  the  peti- 
tion, did  not  charge  the  petitioners  with  any  illegality,  either  in  affembling  to 
frame,  or  in  prefenting  the  petition,  but  on  the  contrary,  his  lordlhip  was 
pleafed  to  commend  them  for  the  peaceable  manner  in  which  they  deported 
themfelves.  The  fuccefs  which  attended  the  petition,  is  in  the  recolledion  of 
moft  people. 

Anfwer  to  the  5th  queftion. — I am  alfo  clearly  and  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  the  plan  is  in  every  refpeft  agreeable  to  law,  and  that  perfons,  peace- 
ably carrying,  or  attempting  to  carry  the  fame  into  elfe6t,  would  not  thereby 
incur  any  penalty  whatfoever.  The  plan  is  indeed  unexceptionable;  while  it 
ferves  effeblually  to  obtain  the  general  fenfe  of  the  great  Catholic  body  of 
Ireland,  it  provides  every  precaution  againft  tumult  and  difturbance. 
September  3,  1792.  Simon  Butler. 
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I.  His  majefty’s  fubje6ts  of  Ireland  profefling  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
have,  in  my  opinion,  a right  to  petition  his  majefty  and  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament,  or  any  of  them,  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  equally  with  Pro- 
teftants. 

II.  As  they  have  this  right,  it  follows,  as  I conceive,  that,  where  the 
grievance  complained  of  affedls  the  whole  body,  they  have  alfo  a right  to 
colle6t  the  fenfe  of  every  individual  of  that  body;  but  as  the  affembling 
them  all  for  that  purpofe  would  be  inconvenient,  imprudent,  and  perhaps 
dangerous,  I think  the  fenfe  of  the  whole  body  may  be  colledled  from  a 
fmaller  number,  delegated  by  tliem  for  that  purpofe,  who  may  frame  and 
prefent  fuch  petition;  and  I know  of  no  principle  of  the  common  law,  nor  of 
any  ftatute,  by  which  they  are  forbidden  to  do  fo,  it  being  always  fuppofed 
that  thefe  proceedings  are  carried  on  in  a peaceable  and  refpe6lful  manner. 

III.  I do  not  apprehend  that  a number  of  Roman  Catholics,  meeting  in  a 
private,  peaceable  and  quiet  manner,  for  tlie  foie  purpofe  of  declaring  their 
fenfe  of  the  alleged  grievances,  and  their  defire  of  petitioning  the  legillature 
for  redrefs,  and  of  chufing  out  of  themfelves,  one  or  more,  to  affift  in  fram- 
ing and  prefenting  fuch  petition,  can  be  confidered  as  an  unlawful  aflembly; 
and  I do  not  think  that  any  magiftrate,  or  other  perfon,  by  or  under  pre- 
tence of  the  Riot  Aft,  or  any  other  aft  that  I am  acquainted  with,  would 
have  a right  to  difperfe  fuch  meeting. 

IV.  I do  not  know  of  any  ftatute  in  this  kingdom  which  regulates  the 
mode  of  prefenting  petitions  to  the  legillature  of  this  kingdom  ; the  Englidi 
ftatute  of  13th  Car.  II.  St.  V.  Ch.  2d.  has  not  been  enafted  here,  that  I 
know  of;  but  the  general  law  of  the  land  requires  that  the  petition  Ihould  be 
prefented  in  the  moft  refpeftful  and  peaceable  manner.  The  intended  peti- 
tion, as  I apprehend,  fliould  be  entitled  the  petition  of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts 
of  Ireland  profefling  the  Roman  Catholic  religion ; and  Ihould  be  figned  by 
a few  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  each  county  and  principal  city  in  Ireland, 
on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren  of  that  county 
or  city.  According  to  the  forms  of  parliament  here,  the  petition  muft  be  pre- 
fented to  each  houfe,  by  a member  of  that  houfe;  in  prefenting  the  petition 
to  his  majefty,  which  may  be  either  to  himfelf  in  perfon,  or  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  lord  lieutenant,  it  would  I think  be  prudent  to  follow  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Englifti  ftatute  above-mentioned,  and  that  not  more  than  ten 
perfons  ftiould  prefent  it. 
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V.  From  what  I have  already  faid,  I muft  be  of  opinion,  that  the  plan 
fent  herewith  to  me,  is  not  contrary  to  law,  and  I cannot  conceive  that  per- 
fons  carrying,  or  attempting  to  carry  it  into  effedt,  peaceably  and  quietly, 
would  become  fubjedt  to  any  penalties. 

I have  grounded  my  opinion  upon  the  conception  I have  formed  of  the 
law  and  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  from  that  general  refearch  which  my 
profeffion  has  led  me  to  make  into  their  principles;  I have  not  therefore  any 
anthorities  to  hate. 

\3th  Septemberj  1792-  Behesford  Burston. 


No.  XCIII. 

Circular  Letter  addrejj'ed  to  the  Catholic  Gentlemen  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Ireland^  with  a Plan  for  eledting  Delegates.  (P.  383.) 

Sir, 

THIS  letter  with  the  plan  which  accompanies  it,  is  tranf- 
mitted  to  you,  by  order  of  the  fub-committee.  You  will  perceive  that  the 
objedl  of  this  plan  is  to  procure  a fuller  attendance  of  country  gentlemen,  to 
aflift,  by  their  advice  and  influence,  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  committee 
to  procure  for  the  Catholics  the  eledlive  franchife,  and  an  equal  participation 
of  the  benefits  of  the  trial  by  jury.  You  will  pleafe  to  lofe  no  time  in  fub- 
mitting  this  to  the  refpedfable  Catholics  of  your  county.  You  will  pleafe 
alfo  to  inform  them,  that  feveral  refpedlable  independent  country  gentlemen, 
lately  in  Dublin,  had  frequent  confultations,  for  the  laudable  purpofe  of  re- 
uniting to  the  committee  Lord  Fingal,  and  the  other  gentlemen  \vho  had 
withdrawn  themfelves  from  it.  Thefe  country  gentlemen  had  the  fatisfadtion 
to  find,  that  the  general  committee  on  one  fide,  and  the  gentlemen  who  had 
entered  into  feparate  addrefles  on  the  other,  mutually  regretted  their  divifion  ; 
which  they  faw  was  ufed  by  the  opponents  of  the  Catholics,  as  a pretext  for 
withholding  from  our  people  the  eledlive  franchife,  and  an  equal  participation 
of  the  benefits  of  the  trial  by  jury.  It  is  on  all  fides  agreed,  that  if  the  Ca- 
tholics are  all  united  in  this  juft  and  reafonable  requeft,  effential  to  the  A’ery 
exiftence  of  our  people,  there  will  be  a certainty  of  fuccefs ; it  depends  then 
on  ourfelv'es  whether  we  fliall  be — freemen  or  flavesl  We  fay,  effential  to  the 
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very  exigence  of  our  people : for,  as  the  rage  for  eledioneering  intereft  in- 
creafes,  our  wealthy  farmers  muft  either  pay  beyond  the  value  for  lands,  or 
refign  them  to  Proteftant  freeholders  when  out  of  leafe ; our  poorer  yeomanry 
will  of  courfe  be  expelled,  and  driven  into  beggary.  Let  us  all  then,  fpeak 
with  one  voice,  and  fupplicate  the  legillature  for  juftice,  and  we  ihall  receive 
it. 

Thefe  independent  country  gentlemen  have  received  from  Lord  Fingal, 
and  the  gentlemen  who  have  acted  with  him,  the  moil  pofitive  declarations, 
that  they  will  never  again  enter  into  any  a6t  to  oppofe  the  general  committee 
in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics ; and  it  is 
determined  that  all  former  differences  in  opinion  fliall  be  buried  in  oblivion 
on  both  fides. 

The  committee  had  decided  to  fend  fome  of  their  body,  to  propofe  to  the 
counties  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  committee,  of  Avhofe  attendance  there 
would  be  a ceertainty;  and  our  chairman  had  a61ually  left  Dublin,  with  in- 
tention to  go  through  a great  part  of  Ireland  for  this  purpofe ; the  indepen- 
dent country  gentlemen,  as  before  mentioned,  took  up  the  fame  idea  them- 
felves,  (before  they  knew  the  committee  had  determined  upon  it)  and  they, 
and  Lord  Fingal  and  his  friends,  all  agreed  in  preffing  fuch  a meafure  on  the 
committee,  as  an  additional  caufe  of  re-uniting  them  to  the  body. 

Lord  Fingal,  his  friends,  and  the  country  gentlemen  before  mentioned, 
feemed  at  firft  inclined  that  the  prefent  committee  fliould  be  difiblved  ; an 
opinion,  however,  which  further  refle6lion  on  the  various  difficulties  reful ting 
from  fuch  a meafure,  the  doubts  entertained  of  the  competency  in  the  com- 
mittee to  diflblve  itfelf,  and  the  confideration  that  a diflblution  muft  necef- 
farily  occur  early  in  1703,  induced  them  to  forego. 

The  plan  inclofed,  fandlioned  by  the  general  committee,  by  thefe  indepen- 
dent gentlemen,  and  by  Lord  Fingal,  and  his  friends,  is  recommended  to 
your  zeal  to  have  carried  into  iinmediate  execution  in  your  county. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

Edward  Byrne. 


No. 


APPENDIX. 


211 


No.  XCIV. 

DECLARATION.'  (P.  384.) 

WE  the  Catholics  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  have  read  with  extreme  concern, 
the  refolutions  of  different  bodies  of  our  Proteflant  fellow  fubjeds,  in  which 
theyexprefs  their  difapprobation  of  the  condudt  of  our  committee,  and  their 
averfion  to  our  claims  of  the  elective  franchife,  and  an  ecjual  participation  of 
the  trial  by  jury.  But  the  addrefs  of  the  corporation  of  this  city  to  the 
Proteflants  of  Ireland,  has  filled  us  moft  peculiarly  with  mortification  and 
furprize  ; as  Iriflimen,  we  are  aftoniflied  and  grieved,  that  the  firft  corporation 
of  this  kingdom  fhould  have  put  forth  a publication,  teeming  with  falfe  prin- 
ciples of  government,  and  falfe  ftatements  of  hiftoric  fa6ts ; as  Catholics,  we 
lament,  that  the  fame  body  fliould  have  mifconceived  and  mif-ftated  our  con- 
du6l  and  our  obje6ls. 

We  have  read  of  what  is  called  the  right  of  conqueft ; it  has  alfo  been 
called  the  right  of  robbery  : but  we  do  not  imagine,  that  a dodrine  fo  fub- 
verfive  of  the  peace  and  fettlement  of  fociety,  and  of  the  immutable  rules  of 
juftice,  that  a dodrine,  which  in  its  confequences  fo  completely  warrants, 
and  in  its  language  fo  wantonly  provokes  refiftance,  would  be  made  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Protefiant  claims  to  the  government  of  this  country.  We  did 
not  exped  that  a dodrine  exploded  in  this  ifland  by  the  revolution  of  1782, 
would  be  revived  to  our  oppreflion.  If  conqueft  and  the  right  of  the  fword 
could  juftify  the  ftronger  in  retaining  dominion,  why  did  not  Great  Britain 
abdicate  her  legiflative  fupremacy  over  Ireland  ? or  why  were  u e all,  Protef- 
tants  and  Catholics,  aduated  as  one  man  to  refift  fo  legitimate  an  authority  ? 
Is  that  monftrous  and  exploded  principle  ftill  to  be  retained  for  our  peculiar 
fubjedion,  which  was  felt  to  be  falfe  by  every  honeft  man,  when  applied  to  the 
fubje6tion  of  his  native  land  r 

AV  e are  defired  in  that  addrefs  to  “ reft  contented  with  the  moft  perfed  to- 

leration  of  our  religion,  the  fulleft  fecurity  of  our  property,  and  the  moft 
“ complete  perfonal  liberty.”  They  are  great  and  important  bleffings,  but 
they  are  not  fecure  to  any  man,  M'ho  is  a have.  They  are  held  but  by  fuf- 
ferance,  by  thole  who  are  tried  without  their  confent,  and  legiflated  for  with- 
out being  reprefented. 

We  agree  with  the  corporation  in  the  fpiritof  one  alfertion,  they  “ know  of 
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“ no  power  under  Heaven  authorized  to  alienate  this  their  moft  valuable  in- 
“ heritance.”  Let  our  claims  be  tried  by  the  fame  principle.  The  Catho- 
lics were  the  conftituents  of  the  very  parliament  which  deprived  them  of  their 
franchife,  and  thereby  did  indeed  “ alienate  their  moft  valuable  inheritance!” 
and  though  we  have  acquiefced  under  that  unjuft  deprivation  for  fixty-five 
years,  and  though  we  will  continue  to  acquiefce,  fo  long*  as  the  ftatute  ftands 
in  its  prefent  form,  we  muft  ftill  declare,  as  a political  truth,  that  no  ele61ed 
and  delegated  legiflature  has  a right  to  disfranchife  its  electors  and  delega- 
tors, who  never  entrufted  their  power  to  that  body  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
made  the  inftrument  of  its  own  deftruction.  And  we  further  fay,  that  in 
our  judgment,  not  even  thofe  electors  could  empower  their  reprefentatives  to 
enllave  us,  their  pofterity. 

We  are  likewife  told  by  the  corporation,  that  “ experience  has  taught 
“ them,  that  without  the  ruin  of  the  Proteftant  eftabliftiment,  the  Catholic 
“ cannot  be  allowed  the  fmalleft  influence  in  the  ftate.”  The  inclinations 
of  our  body  are  not  to  fubvert  any  eftabliflnnent  in  this  country  ; if  they 
were,  we  are  not  component  to  fo  abfurd  a project : and  no  ftrength,  that  we 
might  derive  from  the  reftoration  of  our  rights  would  enable  us  to  elFect  it, 
Avhile  the  King,  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Irifli  Privy  Council,  the  Englifli 
Privy  Council,  and  the  Chancellors  of  both  countries,  are  unalterably  Pro- 
teftant. If  by  eftablifhment  be  meant  religious  eftablifliment,  we  muft  fur- 
ther reply,  that  no  experience  has  taught  them  fo ; the  Proteftant  religion 
was  dominant  in  this  country  long  before  our  anceftors  loft  their  elective 
franchife.  Is  it  only  fince  the  year  1727,  that  Proteftantifm  has  been  the  re- 
ligion of  the  ftate  in  Ireland  ? If  by  eftablifliment  be  meant  the  government 
of  the  country,  it  is  equally  ill  founded;  thath  inftituted  for  the  freedom  and 
happinefs  of  the  governed  ; and  yet  this  addrefs  would  imply,  that  procuring 
freedom  and  happinefs  for  three-fourths  of  this  kingdom,  would  caufe  the 
utter  ruin  of  our  government.  A srreater  libel  a^ainft  the  conftitution  of 
Ireland  was  never  uttered  by  its  moft  declared  enemy.  It  is  fufiiciently  ca- 
pacious to  give  liberty  to  every  man  ; and  the  more  its  bafe  is  widened,  and 
its  blefiings  diffufed,  the  more  it  will  be  fortified  againft  the  efibrts  of  time 
and  defpotifm.  Nor  does  experience  warrant  the  aflertion.  Our  lofs  of  the 
right  of  citizenfliip  is  comparatively  modern ; and  the  government  of  this 
country  neither  required  nor  gained  any  acceflion  of  ftrength  by  our  flavery. 
That  was  effected  in  a time  of  profound  tranquillity,  after  the  uninterrupted 
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loyalty  and  peaceable  demeanour  of  our  anceftors  had  been  experienced  and 
acknowledged  for  thirty-fix  years  from  the  capitulation  of  Limerick.  The 
caufes  that  induced  this  law  are  now  almofi:  forgotten  ; but  if  tradition  be  to 
be  believed,  where  hiftory  isfilent,  it  was  ena6ted  tofatisfy  court  intrigue,  not 
public  fecurity  ; to  change  the  balance  of  power  between  Proteftant  families 
in  two  or  three  counties  of  this  kingdom,  not  to  give  any  increafe  of  power 
to  the  Proteftants  at  large. 

It  is  fuggefted  in  that  add  refs,  that  the  Revolution  was  edablilhed  in  Ire- 
land by  force,  or  as  it  is  profanely  called,  by  “ an  appeal  to  Heaven.”  The 
Revolution  in  England,  derived  its  glory  and  its  liability  from  this  great 
truth,  that  it  was  founded  on  the  people's  will.  Does  the  Revolution  in  Ire- 
land reft  upon  a different  foundation  ? Is  it  fupported  by  a principle,  which 
is  the  reverfe  of  that,  which  rendered  the  Revolution  in  England  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world  ? No  ! it  is  not  fo ; we  muft  all  concur  in  calumniating: 
that  great  event,  that  our  anceftors  may  alfo  be  calumniated.  The  Revolu- 
tion in  Ireland  was  not  completed  by  the  battles  of  the  Boyne  or  Aughrim, 
but  by  the  articles  of  Limerick.  It  was  confented  to  by  all,  Proteftants  and 
Catholics.  The  confent  of  the  Catholics  v as  obtained  to  a compa6t,  as  fo- 
lemnly  ratified,  and  as  fpeedily  broken,  as  any  in  the  records  of  hiftory.  By 
that  compa6l,  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights  was  ftipulated  for  to  our  an- 
ceftors, as  a declaration  of  their  confent.  The  reftoration  of  thofe  rights  was 
therefore  connedled  with  the  Revolution  fettlement  of  this  kingdom. 

We  are  alfo  told,  that  thofe  laws  were  enafted  to  “ deprive  the  Roman  Ca- 
“ tholics  of  political  power,  in  confequence  of  the  many  and  great  efforts 
“ made  by  them  in  fupport  of  their  Popifh  King  and  French  connexions.” 
When,  where,  or  how  were  thofe  many  and  great  efforts  made  ? From  their 
number  and  their  magnitude,  thofe  who  fo  confidently  advance  this  affertion, 
cannot,  we  prefume,  be  at  a lofs  for  an  inftance ; but  we  defy  the  malice  of 
invention  to  produce  oyie.  Our  forefathers  never  violated  the  articles  of  Li- 
merick. From  the  time  that  they  confented  to  the  Revolution  in  169],  they 
never  made  any  efforts  either  in  fupport  of  a Popifh  King,  or  French  con- 
nexions, or  of  any  other  enemy  to  King  William  and  his  fucceftbrs.  Had 
they  even  done  fo,  the  fault  had  been  theirs — why  not  the  punifliment  theirs 
alfo  ? Or,  is  it  intended  to  be  infmuated  to  fellow-fubjebls  who  know  our 
loyalty,  that  ave  are  anxious  to  have  this  country  “ governed  by  an  arbi- 
“ trary  and  unconftitutional  Popiih  tyrant,  and  dependant  upon  France 
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or  that  zve  du  not  defire  to  “ enjoy  the  bleffings  of  a free  Proteftant  govern- 
“ ment,  a Proteftant  monarch  limited  by  the  conftitution  (as  fettled  by  the 
“ Reyolution),  and  an  intimate  connexion  with  the  free  empire  of  Britain 
If  we  do,  ^diy  is  the  law  continued,  after  the  reafon  of  enading  has  ceafed? 

We  admit,  that  from  the  moment  the  Proteftant  began  to  make  concef- 
fions^  the  Roman  Catholic  began  to  extend  his  claims.  The  firft  kindnefs  of 
our  Proteftant  brethren  fliewed  a returning  fpirit  of  liberality  and  affection. 
Before  that  time  we  were  not  fo  rafli  as  to  raife  our  minds  to  the  hopes  of  ei- 
tizenlliip.  But  we  were  never  guilty  of  the  deceit  imputed  to  us,  of  de- 
claring that  a little  would  fatisfy  us,  and  when  that  little  was  granted,  of 
claiming  more.  Our  own  attention,  as  well  as  that  of  our  Proteftant  fellow- 
fubje6ts,  was  dire61:ed  to  the  moft  immediate  and  moft  pra6ticable  redrefs. 
We  did  not  embarrafs  the  meafure  by  remote  and  extraneous  confiderations, 
but  we  never  did,  either  in  word  or  thought,  and  we  never  will  foi'ego  our 
hopes  of  emancipation.  Freemen  w'ould  not  believe  us,  if  w'e  faid  that  we 
ihould  be  induced  by  any  comparatively  fmall  alleviation  of  our  grievances, 
to  confent  to  perpetual  flavery. 

We  lament  that  it  is  not  true,  “ that  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament  left  us 
in  no  wife  different  from  our  Proteftant  fellow-fubje6ls,  fave  only  in  the 
exercife  of  political  power.”  That  affertion  is  falfified  by  the  heavy  code 
of  penal  laws  ftill  in  force  againft  us,  many  of  which  infringe  on  that  fecu- 
rity  of  property  and  that  perfonal  liberty,  w'hich  it  is  alleged  w'e  poffefs.  But 
it  is  not  power,  it  is  proteftion  w^e  folicit.  It  is  not  powder,  including  in  it 
the  notion  of  fuperiority — it  is  the  equal  enjoyment  of  our  rights  that  w^e 
claim. 

The  Corporation  tell  us,  that  they  will  not  be  compelled  by  any  authority 
whatever,  “ to  abandon  that  political  fituation,  which  their  forefathers  w'on 
‘‘  with  their  fwords,  and  which  they  have  refolved  with  their  lives  and  for- 
“ tunes  to  maintain.”  Are  w'e  the  feditious  men,  that  would  overawe  the 
legiflature  and  our  fellow  countrymen.^  No;  our  views  are  peaceable,  and 
neither  infult  nor  oppreffion  lhall  make  us  forget  our  loyalty.  But  Avhere- 
fore  this  untimely  threat  ? It  wears  the  appearance  of  firft  urging  us  to  de- 
fpair  by  an  eternal  profcription,  and  then  of  throwing  down  the  gauntlet  of 
civil  war.  \\*e  too  have  lives  and  fortunes,  which  w’e  are  ready  to  devote  to 
the  fervice  of  our  country,  whenever  real  danger  fhall  require  it ; butw^e  will 
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never  degrade  that'  laft  and  mofi  folemn  a6t  of  patriotifm  into  an  idle  iheiiace 
and  an  infolent  bravado. 

The  great  queftion  of  our  emancipation  is  now  afloat,  we  have  nev’er 
fought  to  acquire  it  by  force,  and  we  hope  for  it  now  only  from  the  wifdoni 
of  the  legiflatuie,  and  affeftion  of  our  Proteftant  brethren.  But,  we  here 
folemnly  and  publicly  declare,  that  we  never  will  through  any  change  of  time 
or  circumftance,  fave  the  aftual  rejioratioji  of  our  rights,  defift  from  the 
peaceable  and  la^^Tul  purfuit  of  the  two  great  objects  of  our  hopes — the  right 
of  elective  franchife,  and  an  equal  Jhay'e  in  the  benefits  of  the  trial  bg  jury. 


No.  XCV. 

Petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  (P.  3S8.) 

January  0,,  1703. 

MR.  BYRNE,  Mr.  Keogh,  Mr.  Devereux,  Mr.  Bellew,  and  Sir  Thomas 
French,  the  gentlemen  delegated  by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  attended  the 
levee  at  St.  James's,  and  had  the  honor  to  prefent  the  humble  petition  of  that 
body  to  his  majelh%  who  was  pleafed  to  receive  it  moll  gracioufly. 

The  delegates  were  introduced  by  the  Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas, 
fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  home  department. 

The  following  is  a correct  copy  of  the  petition  ; 

To  the  King’s  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  underligned  Catholics,  on  behalf  of  themfelves 
and  the  reft  of  his  Catholic  fubjects  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

M^E  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjects  of  your 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  profefling  the  Catholic  religion,  prefume  to  approach 
your  majefty,  who  are  the  common  father  of  all  your  people,  and  humbly  to 
fubmit  to  your  confideration  the  manifold  incapacities  and  oppreflive  difqua- 
.lifications  under  which  we  labour. 

For,  may  it  pleafe  your  majefty,  after  a century  of  uninterrupted  loyalty, 
in  which  time  five  foreign  wars  and  two  domeftic  rebellions  have  occurred, 
after  having  taken  every  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity’  to  your  majefty,  and 
given,  and  being  ftilFready  to  give,  every  pledge,  which  can  be  devifed  for 
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their  peaceable  demeanour  and  unconditional  fubmiffion  to  the  laws,  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  ftand  obnoxious  to  a long  catalogue  of  ftatutes,  infill- 
ing on  dutiful  and  meritorious  fubjeds  pains  and  penalties  of  an  extent  and 
feverity,  which  fcarce  any  degree  of  delinquency  can  warrant,  and  prolonged 
to  a period,  when  no  neceflitycan  be  alleged  to  juftify  their  continuance. 

In  the  firft  place,  we  beg  leave  with  all  humility  to  reprefent  to  your  ma- 
jefty,  thatnotwithftanding  the  loweft  departments  in  your  majefty’s  fleets  and 
armies  are  largely  fupplied  by  our  numbers,  and  your  revenue  in  this  country 
to  a great  degree  fupported  by  our  contributions,  we  are  difabled  from  ferv- 
ing  your  majefly  inany  office  of  trufl  and  emolument  whatfoever,  civil  or  mi- 
litary— a profcription,  which  difregards  capacity  or  merit,  admits  of  nei- 
ther qualification  nor  degree,  and  refts  as  an  univerfal  ftigma  of  difiruft  upon 
the  whole  body  of  your  Catholic  fubjefts. 

We  are  interdi6led  from  all  municipal  ftations,  and  the  franchife  of  all 
guilds  and  corporations ; and  our  exclufion  from  the  benefits  annexed  to 
thofe  fituations  is  not  an  evil  terminating  in  itfelf ; for,  by  giving  an  advan- 
tage over  us  to  thofe,  in  whom  they  are  exclufively  veiled,  they  eflablifh 
throughout  the  kingdom  a fpecies  of  qualified  monopoly,  uniformly  ope- 
rating in  our  disfavour,  contrary  to  the  fpirit,  and  highly  detrimental  to  the 
freedom  of  trade. 

We  may  not  found  nor  endow  any  univerfity,  college,  or  fchool  for  the 
education  of  our  children,  and  we  are  interdidled  from  obtaining  degrees  in 
the  univerfity  of  Dublin  by  the  feveral  charters  and  ftatutes  now  in  force 
therein. 

We  are  totally  prohibited  from  keeping  or  ufing  weapons,  for  the  defence 
of  our  houfes,  families,  or  perfons,  whereby  we  are  expofed  to  the  violence 
of  burglary,  robbery,  and  alfaffination ; and  to  enforce  this  prohibition,  con- 
travening that  great  original  law  of  nature,  which  enjoins  us  to  felf-defence, 
a variety  of  ftatutes  exift,  not  lefs  grievous  and  oppreffive  in  their  provifions, 
than  unjuft  in  their  obje6l ; by  one  of  which,  ena6led  fo  lately  as  within  thefe 
fixteen  years,  every  of  your  majefty’s  Catholic  fubje6ls,  of  whatever  rank  or 
degree,  peer  or  peafant,  is  compellable  by  any  magiftrate  to  come  forward  ^ 
and  convict  himfelf  of  what  may  be  thought  a fingular  offence  in  a country 
profeffing  to  be  free — keeping  arms  for  his  defence  ; or,  if  he  fhall  refufe  fo 
to  do,  may  incur  not  only  fine  and  imprifonment,  but  the  vile  and  ignomi- 
nious punifhments  of  the  pillory  and  whipping,  penalties  appropriated  to 
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tiie  moft  infamous  malefaftors,  and  more  terrible  to  a liberal  mind  than 
death  itfelf. 

No  Catholic  udiatfoev’er,  as  we  apprehend,  has  his  perfonal  property  fecure. 
The  law  allows  and  encourages  the  difobedient  and  unnatural  child  to  con- 
form and  deprive  him  of  it : the  unhappy  father  does  not,  e^■en  by  the  fur- 
render  of  his  all,  purchafe  his  repofe ; he  may  be  attacked  by  new  bills,  if 
his  future  induftry  be  fuccefsful,  and  again  be  plundered  -by  due  procefs  of 
law. 

We  are  excluded,  or  may  be  excluded  from  all  petit  juries,  in  civil 
actions,  where  one  of  the  parties  is  a Proteitant ; and  we  are  further  excluded 
from  all  petit  juries  in  trials  by  information  or  indictment  founded  on  any 
of  the  Popery  laws,  by  which  law  we  moft  humbly  fubmit  to  your  majefty, 
that  your  loyal  fubjects,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  are  in  this  their  native 
land,  in  a Mmrfe  fituation  than  that  of  aliens,  for  they  may  demand  an  equi- 
table privilege  denied  to  us,  of  having  half  their  jury  aliens  like  themfelves. 

\\'e  may  not  ferve  on  grand  juries,  unlefs,  which  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  can 
ever  happen,  there  Ihould  not  be  found  a fuhiciency  of  Proteftants  to  com- 
plete the  pannel ; contrary  to  that  humane  and  equitable  princijde  of  tlie 
law,  which  fays,  that  no  man  Ihall  be  convi6led  of  any  capital  ohence,  unlefs 
by  the  concurring  verdids  of  two  juries  of  his  neighbours  and  equals  ; 
whereby,  and  to  this  we  humbly  prefume  more  particularly  to  implore  your 
royal  attention,  we  are  depiived  of  the  great  palladium  of  the  conftitution, 
trial  by  our  peers,  independent  of  the  manifeft  injuftice  of  our  property  being- 
taxed  in  alfelTments  by  a body,  from  which  we  are  formally  excluded. 

e avoid  a further  enumeration  of  inferior  grievances;  but  may  it  pleafe 
your  majefty,  there  remains  one  incapacity,  which  your  loyal  fubje61s,  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  feel  with  moft  poigmant  anguilh  of  mind,  as  being  the 
badire  of  unmerited  difo-race  and  ignominy,  and  the  caufe  and  bitter  ago-ra- 
ration  of  all  our  other  calamities  ; we  are  deprived  of  the  eleftive  franchife, 
to  the  manifeft  perverfion  of  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  inafmuch  as  your 
faithful  fubjects  are  thereby  taxed,  where  they  are  not  reprefented,  actually 
or  virtually,  and  bound  by  laws,  in  the  framing  of  which,  they  have  no  power 
to  give,  or  with-hold  their  alfent ; and  we  moft  humbly  implore  your  majefty 
to  believe,  that  this  our  prime  and  heavy  grievance  is  not  an  evil  merely  fpe- 
culative,  but  is  attended  with  great  diftrefs  to  all  ranks,  and  in  many  in- 
ftances,  with  the  total  ruin  and  deftruftion  of  the  lower  orders  of  your  ma- 
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jefty's  faithful  and  loyal  fubjedls  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ; for  may  it  pleafe 
your  majefty,  not  to  mention  the  infinite  variety  of  advantages  in  point  of 
protection  and  otherwife,  which  the  enjoyment  of  the  eledtive  franchife  gives 
to  thofe  who  polfefs  it,  nor  the  confequent  inconveniencies,  to  which  thofe 
Avho  are  deprived  thereof  are  liable ; not  to  mention  the  difgrace  to  three- 
fourths  of  your  loyal  fubjcdts  of  Ireland,  of  living  the  only  body  of  men  in- 
capable of  franchife,  in  a nation  poffeffing  a free  conftitution,  it  continually 
happens,  and  of  neceffity  from  the  malignant  nature  of  the  law  mult  happen, 
that  multitudes  of  the  Catholic  tenantry  in  divers  counties  in  this  kingdom 
are,  at  the  expiration  of  their  leafes,  expelled  from  their  tenements  and  farms 
to  make  room  for  Proteftant  freeholders,  who,  by  their  votes,  may  contribute 
to  the  weight  and  importance  of  their  landlords;  a circumftance  which  renders 
the  recurrence  of  a general  eledlion,  that  period  which  is  the  boaft  and  lau- 
dable triumph  of  our  Proteftant  brethren,  a vifitation  and  heavy  curfe  to  us, 
your  majefty’s  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls.  And  may  it  pleafe  your  majefty, 
this  uncertainty  of  poffelfion  to  your  majefty’s  Catholic  fubjects  operates  as  a 
perpetual  reftraint  and  difcouragement  on  induftry  and  the  fpirit  of  cultiva- 
tion, whereby  it  happens,  that  this  your  majefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland,  pof- 
fefling  many  and  great  natural  advantages  of  foil  and  climate,  fo  as  to  be  ex- 
ceeded therein  by  few,  if  any  countries  on  the  earth,  is  yet  prevented  from 
availing  herfelf  thereof  fo  fully  as  fiie  otherwife  might,  to  the  furtherance  of 
your  majefty’s  honor,  and  the  more  effectual  fupport  of  yourfervice. 

And  may  it  pleafe  your  majefty,  the  evil  does  not  even  reft  here ; for  many 
of  your  majefty’s  Catholic  fubjects,  to  preferve  their  families  from  total  de- 
ftruction,  fubmit  to  a nominal  conformity  againft  their  conviction  and  their 
confcience,  and  preferring  perjury  to  famine,  take  oaths  which  they  utterly 
difbelieve ; a circumftance,  which  we  doubt  not  will  fiiock  your  majefty’s  well- 
known  and  exemplary  piety,  not  lefs  than  the  mifery  which  drives  thofe  un- 
happy wretches  to  fo  defperate  a meafure,  muft  diftrefs  and  wound  your  royal 
clemency  and  commiferation. 

And  may  it  pleafe  your  majefty,  though  "we  might  here  reft  our  cafe  on  its 
own  merits,  juftice,  and  expediency,  yet  we  further  prefume  humbly  to  fub- 
mit to  your  majefty,  that  the  right  of  franchife  was,  with  divers  other  rights, 
enjoyed  by  the  Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  from  the  firft  adoption  of  the 
Englifii  conftitution  by  our  forefathers,  was  fecured  to  at  leaft  a great  part  of 
our  body  by  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  in  169 1,  guaranteed  by  your  majefty’s 
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royal  predeceflbrs,  King  William  and  Queen  IMary,  and  finally  confirmed 
and  ratified  by  parliament;  notwithftanding  which,  and  in  diredt  breach  of 
the  public  faith  of  the  nation  thus  folemnly  pledged,  for  which  our  anceftors 
paid  a valuable  confideratiou,  in  the  furrender  of  their  arms,  and  a great  part 
of  this  kingdom,  and  notwithftanding  the  mofl:  fcrupulous  adherence,  on  our 
part,  to  the  terms  of  the  faid  treaty,  and  our  unremitting  loyalty  from  that 
day  to  the  prefent,  the  faid  right  of  eleftive  frauchife  was  finally  and  univer- 
fally  taken  aAray  from  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  fo  lately  as  the  firft  year  of 
his  majefty  King  George  the  Second. 

And  when  we  thus  prefume  to  fubmit  this  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Lime- 
rick to  your  majefty's  royal  notice,  it  is  not  that  we  ourfelves  confider  it  to 
be  the  ftrong  part  of  our  cafe  ; for  though  our  rights  were  recognized,  they 
were  by  no  means  created  by  that  treat}';  and  we  do  with  all  humility  con- 
ceive, that  if  no  fuch  event  as  the  faid  treaty  had  ever  taken  place,  your  ma- 
jefty’s  Catholic  fubjedts,  from  their  unvarying  loj'alty,  and  dutiful  fubmilfion 
to  the  laws,  and  from  the  great  fupport  afforded  by  them  to  your  majefiy's 
government  in  this  country,  as  well  in  their  perfonal  fervice,  in  your  majefty's 
fleets  and  armies,  as  from  the  taxes  and  revenues  levied  on  their  property, 
are  fully  competent,  and  juftly  entitled  to  participate  and  enjoy  the  blelfings 
of  the  conftitution  of  their  country. 

And  now  that  we  have  with  all  humility  fubmitted  our  grievances  to  your 
majefty,  permit  us,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  again  to  reprefent  our  finccre  at- 
tachment to  the  conftitution,  as  eftabliflied  in  three  eftates  of  king,  lords,  and 
commons;  our  uninterrupted  loyalty,  peaceable  demeanour,  and  fubiniflion 
to  the  laws  for  one  hundred  years;  and  our  determination  to  perfevere  in 
the  fame  dutiful  condudl,  which  has,  under  your  majefty's  happy  aufpices, 
procured  us  thofe  relaxations  of  the  ])enal  ftatutes,  which  the  wifdom  of  the 
legiflature  has  from  time  to  time  thought  proper  to  grant;  we  humbly 
prefume  to  hope,  that  your  majefty,  in  your  paternal  goodnefs  and  affection 
towards  a numerous  and  oppreffed  body  of  your  loyal  fubje6ts,  may  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  to  your  parliament  of  Ireland,  to  take  into 
their  confideratiou  the  whole  of  our  fituation,  our  numbers,  our  merits,  and 
our  fufferings;  and  as  we  do  not  give  place  to  any  of  your  majefty’s  fubjedls 
in  loyalty  and  attachment  to  your  facred  perfon,  we  cannot  fupprefs  our 
withes  of  being  reftored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  conftitution  of  our 
country,  and  thereby  becoming  more  worthy,  as  well  as  more  capable  of 
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rendering  your  majefty  that  fervice,  which  it  is  not  lefs  our  duty  than  our  in- 
clination to  afford. 

So  may  your  majefty  tranfinit  to  your  latefi:  pofterity,  a crown  fecured  by 
public  advantage  and  public  affection ; and  fo  may  your  royal  peifon  be- 
come, it'  poffible,  more  dear  to  your  grateful  people. 


The  above  petition  is  figned  by  the  delegates  from  the  following  counties, 
cities,  and  towns  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

For  ourfelves  and  the  Roman  Catholic  James  O’Gorman 
Prelates  and  Clergy  of  Ireland.  Nicholas  Mahon 
John  Thomas  Troy,  D.  D.  Roman  Ca-  Daniel  O’Connell 

tholic  Archbilhop  of  Dublin.  Francis  Mac  Mahon,  jun. 

H.  Moylan,  D.  D.  Roman  Catholic  County  ajid  City  of  Cork. 

Bitliop  of  Cork.  William  Coppinger 

For  ourfehes  and  the  Catholics  of  the  - John  Therry 


County  of  Antrim. 
Luke  Teiling 
Oliver  O’Hara 
Bernard  O’Neill 

County  of  Armagh. 
Theo.  Mac  Kenna 
Charles  Whittington 
Owen  O’Callaghan 

County  of  Carlow. 
Walter  Fitzgerald 
Edward  Butler  William  Finn 
Thomas  Warren 

County  of  Cavan, 
Hugh  O’Reily 
James  Palles 
Edward  Dowell 
Patrick  Dowell 

County  of  Clare. 
Patrick  O’Reilly 
Laurence  Comyn 


Nicholas  Francis  Coppinger 

D.  Rochfort 

Bryan  Sheehy 

Edward  Byrne 

Denis  Thomas  O’Brien 

County  of  Donnegal. 
Richard  Dodd 
Daniel  McLaughlin 
Andrew  Mac  Shane 

County  of  F) own. 
Samuel  Norris 
John  O’Neill 
John  Magenis 
Thomas  Savage 
James  Kenney 

County  of  Duhlin. 
Patrick  Thunder 
Baron  Lawlefs 
Patrick  Smyth 
Peter  Farrell 


Thomas 
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R.  Sheehy  Keatinge 
Richard  IVPCormick 


Thomas  Segrave 
Henry  Thunder 

County  of  Fermanagh. 
James  Kiernan 
Philip  Maguire 
Terence  IMaguire 
Richard  Kiernan 

County  of  Galway. 
Chriftopher  Dillon  Belle'V 
Chriftopher  Bellew 
Thomas  French 

County  of  Kerry. 
Thomas  Hufley 
IMatthew  IMoriarty 

County  of  Kildare. 
Thomas  Fitzgerald,  jun. 
Charles  Aylmer 
John  Efmonde 
Chriftopher  Nangle 
James  Archbold 
Randle  Mac  Donnell 

County  of  Kilkenny. 
Edward  Shell 
Nicholas  Devereux 

King's  County. 
Patrick  Oliver  Plunkett 
Francis  Bennett 

County  of  Leitrim. 
IMyles  Keon 
Hugh  O’Beirne 
John  Keogh 
Robert  Dillon 

County  of  Limerick. 
Bryan  Sheehy 


County  of  Londonderry. 
Andrew  Mac  Shane 
Richard  Dodd 

County  of  JFefmeatb. 
James  Count  Nugent 
Chriftopher  Nugent 
Bernard  O’Reilly 
Edward  iMac  Evoy 
John  Weldon 

County  of  Louth. ' 
Patrick  Byrne 
Patrick  Ruflell 

County  of  Mayo. 
James  Jofeph  Mac  Donnell 
Edmund  Dillon 
Andrew  Crean  Lynch 
Nicholas  Fitzgerald 
Theodore  Mahon 

County  of  Meath. 
James  Nangle 
Bartholomew  Barnwall 
JMichael  Johnfon 
Richard  Barnewall 
Thomas  Ryan,  M.  D, 

County  of  Monaghan. 
Hugh  Hamill 
James  Carolan 
Bartholomew  Clinton 
Daniel  Reilly 

Queen's  County. 
Morgan  Kavanagh 
James  Warren 


William 
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William  Dunne 
Edward  Byrne,  jun. 

County  of  Rqfcommoiu 
John  Fallon 
James  Plunkett 
Owen  O’Connor 

County  of  Sligo. 

Hugh  Mac  Dermot,  IM.  D. 

J.  Everard 
Patrick  Mul larky 
John  ]Mac  Donogh 
Charles  O’Connor 
James  Ay  1 ward 

County  of  Tipperary. 

, Lawrence  Smyth 
John  Lalor 
Dennis  O’Meagher 
Thomas  Mahon 

County  of  Tyrone. 
Thomas  Richard  Geraghty 
Terence  O’Neill 
Bernard  Mac  IMahon 
John  Ball 
John  Byrne 
John  Fairfield 

County  and  City  of  TV aterford. 
Patrick  Power 
Bartholomew  Rivers 
Richard  ]\Iac  Kenna 
John  Dillon 
Thomas  Kirwan 

County  of  JVexford. 
James  Edward  Devereux 
Harvey  Hay 
Edward  Hay 
Edward  Sweetman 


County  of  JVickloxv. 
W^’alter  Byrne 
Thomas  Fitz  Simon 
Richard  Doyle 
Patrick  Kavanagh 
Peter  Brady 

County  of  JVefmeath. 
Michael  Dardis 
Lattin  Fitzgerald 
John  Walfii 
John  Cormick 

Town  of  Carrickfergus. 
Chriftopher  Teeling,  M.  D, 
Laurence  IMac  Dermott 

Town  of  Armagh. 
John  Byrne 

Town  of  Innifkillen. 
Edward  Madden 

Town  of  Carlow. 
Thomas  Wan  en 

Philliptown. 

Lewis  Flannagan 
James  IMolloy 

Town  of  Dundalk. 
Thomas  Magan 

Tcrwn  of  Trim. 
Ignatius  Weldon 
Thomas  Lynch 

Town  of  JVexford. 
Edward  Sutton 
William  Kearney 
Michael  Mac  Carty 

City  of  Limerick. 
Francis  Arthur 
Jafper  White 
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Luke  Stritch 
George  O’Hallorau 
William  Sweetmau 
Charles  Young 

Clonmell. 

John  Rivers 

Matthew  James  Plunkett 

Town  of  Galway. 

Henry  Lynch 
Malachy  O'Connor 
Edmund  Lynch  Athy 
iMartin  F.  Lynch 

Carridi  on  Shannon. 
James  Fitz  Simons 

Toxvn  of  Cajilebar. 

N.  Le  Favre 
Hugh  Leonard 

Town  of  Sligo. 

John  Dunn 

Tozcn  of  Drogheda. 
James  Bird 
Roger  Hamill 
Gerald  Dillon 

Town  of  Cafiel. 
Jeremiah  Dwyer 

Town  of  Athlone. 

Simon  Kelly 

Toxm  and  Lordjhip  of  Nexcry. 
IMark  Dowlin 
James  Reilly 
Charles  Drumgoode 

Town  of  Ennifcorthy. 
Paul  Houfton 
Philip  Sullivan 


Ballyjhannon. 
Thomas  Doran 
James  Kelly 

Town  of  Car  rick  on  Stii?\ 
John  Donahoe 

City  of  Kilkenny. 
Con.  Loughmaii 
John  Shearman 
John  Murphy 

Diingaiwan. 

James  Dixon 

Toxvn  of  Athy. 
Jofeph  Patrick  Cahill 
G.  Fitzgerald 

Town  of  Boyle. 

John  Mac  Loghlin 

Navan. 

William  James  jMacNeven 
Edward  Geoghegan 

Town  of  Ballymahon. 
Denis  Caffin 

Town  of  Belfaji. 
Richard  Crofs 
Patrick  Byrne 

Tow7i  of  Athboy 
Thomas  Bourke 
John  O’Neil 

Toxvn  of  Carrickmaerop!. 
Richard  Browne 
Gregory  Scurlog 

Loughrea. 

Hubert  Thomas  Dolphin 

Maryborough. 
Henry  Johnfton 


Ardee 
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Ardee. 

Patrick  Byrne,  "NV.  S.  Kindelan 
Town  of  Thurles. 

A.  Thompfon 

Town  of  Naas. 

John  Efmond 
J ofeph  Byrne 

Town  of  Athenry. 
Anthony  French 

Maryborough. 

John  Ball,  jun. 

Town  of  Rofcrea. 
John  Duffy 

Town  of  Swoj'ds. 
Chriftopher  Taylor 

City  of  Dublin. 
Richard  Dillon 
Thomas  Kennedy^ 

Jonathan  Lynch 
Thomas  Glanan 
James  Murphy 
John  White 
Lewis  Lyons 
Patrick  Bean 


Edward  Lewines 
A.  Daly,  M.  D. 
Nicholas  Elcock 
Simon  IMacguire 
William  Hyland 
Patrick  Marfli 
Thomas  Reynolds 
John  Sweetman 
IMichael  Boylan 
James  Conolly 
Thomas  Braughall 
Charles  Ryan 
John  Ball 

Thomas  Mac  Donnel 
Chriftopher  Kelly 
Patrick  Sweetman 
John  Sutton 
John  Comerford 
Patrick  Grehan 
James  Ferrall 
William  Clark 
John  Kearney 
Richard  Walfli 
J.  G.  Kennedy 
John  Andrews. 


No.  XCVI. 

A Lift  of  all  the  Boroughs  in  Ireland,  and  their  refpective  Patrons. 
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Boroughs. 

'Patrons. 

Voices. 

Antrim, 

Lord  Maffereene, 

‘I 

Belfaft, 

Lord  Donegall, 

2 

RandalftoMm, 

Right  Hon.  John  O’Neil, 

2 

Armagh 
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Armagh, 

Primate, 

Charlemont, 

Lord  Charlemont, 

a 

Carlow, 

William  Burton, 

2 

Old  Leiglilin, 

Bifliop  of  Leighlin, 

2 

Belturbet, 

Lord  Belmore, 

2 

Cavan, 

T.  Nefbit  and  Tbeo.  Clements, 

Ennis, 

Sir  L.  O’Brien  and  Lord  Conyngham, 

Baltimore, 

Sir  J.  Freke, 

2 

Bandon  Bridge 

O 

Duke  of  Devonfliire  and  Mr,  Bernard, 

- 

Cafilernartyr, 

Lord  Shannon, 

2 

Charleville, 

Lord  Cork, 

2 

Cloghnekilty, 

Lord  Shannon, 

2 

Doneraile, 

Lord  Doneraile, 

2 

Kingfale, 

Lord  Clifford, 

2 

Mallow, 

Mr.  Jephfon, 

2 

Middleton, 

Lord  Middleton, 

2 

Rathcormuck, 

Lord  Riverfdale, 

2 

Youghal, 

Lord  Shannon  and  Mr.  Uniacke, 

2 

Ballylhannon, 

Mr.  Conolly, 

2 

Donegall, 

Lord  Arran, 

2 

Killybegs, 

Mr.  Burton  Conyngham, 

2 

Lifford, 

Lord  Erne, 

2 

St.  Johnrtown, 

Lord  Wicklow, 

2 

Bangor, 

Lord  Bangor  and  Lord  Carrick, 

— 

Hillfborough, 

Lord  Hillfborough, 

2 

Killileagh, 

Sir  J.  Blackwood, 

2 

Newtown, 

Lord  Calledon, 

2 

Newcaftle, 

IVIr.  Latouche, 

2 

Ennifkillen, 

Lord  Ennifkillen, 

2 

Athenry, 

Mr.  Blakeney, 

2 

Galway  Town, 

and  Mr.  Bowes  Daly, 

Tuam, 

Mr.  Bingham, 

2 

Ardfert, 

Lord  Glandore, 

2 

Dingle, 

Mr.  Townfend, 

2 

Tralee, 

Sir  B.  Denny, 

2 

Athy, 

Duke  of  Leinfter, 

2 

VoL.  11. 

7 F 

Harriftown, 
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Harriftown, 

i\Ir.  J.  Latouche,  .,1 

2 

Kildare, 

Duke  of  Leinfter, 

2 

N aas, 

Lord  Mayo, 

2 

Callan, 

Lord  Callan, 

2 

St.  Caiinice, 

Bilhop  of  Olfory, 

2 

Iniftloge, 

Mr.  Tighe, 

2 

Gowran, 

Lord  Clifden, 

2 

Kilkenny  City, 

Earl  Ormond  and  Lord  Defart, 

—~ 

Knocktopher, 

Sir  Hercules  Langriflie, 

2 

Thomaftown, 

Lord  Clifden, 

2 

Banagher, 

Mr.  Ponfonby, 

2 

Philipftown, 

Lord  Belvedere, 

2 

Carrick, 

Lord  Leitrim, 

2 

Jameftown 

2 Mr.  Kings, 

— 

Afkeyton, 

Lord  Carrick  and  Mr.  Maffey, 

— 

Kilmallock, 

Right  Hon.  Silver  Oliver, 

2 

Limerick  City, 

Lord  Perry  and  P.  Smith,  • 

— 

Coleraine, 

Marquis  Waterford  and  Mr.  Jackfon, 

— . 

Newtown  Limavady,  ]\Ir.  Conolly, 

2 

Granard, 

Mrs.  M‘Cartney, 

2 

Lanefborough, 

Lord  Cion  brock, 

2 

Longford, 

Lord  Longford, 

2 

John  flown. 

Lord  Granard, 

2 

Ardee, 

2 Mr.  Ruxtons, 

Carlingford, 

IMr.  IMooie, 

2 

Dundalk, 

Lord  Clanbraffil, 

2 

D unleer. 

Mr.  Fofter  and  Mr.  Coddington, 

— 

Cafllebar, 

Lord  Lucan, 

2 

Athboy, 

Lord  Darnley, 

2 

Duleek, 

Col.  Bruen, 

2 

Kells, 

Lord  Be^tive, 

2 

Navan, 

Mr.  Preflon  and  Lord  Ludlow, 

Ratoath, 

]\Ir.  Lowther, 

2 

Trim, 

Lord  jMornington, 

2 

Monaghan, 

Lord  Clermont, 

2 

JBallynakil, 

IMarquis  Drogheda, 

2 

Maryborough, 
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Maryborough, 
Portarlington, 
Boyle, ' 
Rofcommon, 
Tulfk, 

Sligo, 

Calhel, 

Clonmel, 


Sir  J,  Parnel, 

Lord  Portarlington, 
Lord  Kingfton, 

Mr.  Sandford, 

Mrs.  Walcot, 

Owen  Wynne, 

Mr.  Penny  father, 
Lord  Mountcalhel, 


Fethard,  (Tipperary)  Lord  Lifmore  and  Mr.  Barton, 


Augher, 

Clogher, 

Dungannon, 

Strabane, 

Lifmore, 

Tallagh 

Athlone, 

Fore, 

Kilbeggan, 

Mullingar, 

Bannow, 

Clonmines, 

Ennifcorthy, 


Marquis  of  Abercorn, 

Bilhop  of  Clogher, 

Lord  Wells, 

Marquis  Abercorne, 

Duke  of  Devonfhire  and  Sir  R.  Mufgrave, 
Duke  ofDevonlhire  and  Lord  Shannon, 

Mr.  Handcock  and  Sir  Richard  St.  George 
Lord  Weftmeath, 

Mr.  Lambert, 

Lord  Granard, 

Lord  Loftus 
Ditto 

Sir  V.  Colclough, 


Fethard,  (Wexford)  Lord  Loftus, 


Gorey, 

New-Rofs, 

Taghmon, 

Wexford  Town, 

Baltinglafs, 

BleflTmgton, 

Carysfort, 

Wicklow, 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


2 

2 

2 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


Mr.  S.  Ram,  2 

]Nfr.  Tottenham  and  Mr.  Leigh,  — 

Mr.  Hoare,  2 

Lord  Loftus  and  Mr.  Nevil,  — 

Lord  Aldborough,  2 

Marquis  Downfhire,  2 

Lord  Carysfort,  * 2 

Mr.  Tighe,  2 

The  thirty-tM'o  counties  and  twelve  following  boroughs  are  omitted,  as 

being  popular,  and  therefore  the  property  of  no  individual. 

Popular  Boroughs. 

Carrickfcrgus,  Drogheda,  Londonderry, 

Cork  City,  Dublin  City,  Dungarvan, 

7 F 2 Downpatrick, 
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Downpatrick,  Dublin  Univerfity,  Waterford  City, 

Newry,  Swords,  Lifburn, 

A clafe  of  power  (according  to  the  preceding  catalogue)  formed  by  the 
negatives  that  could  be  commanded  into  oppofition  by  thefe  names. 

Votes.  Votes. 


Lord  Shannon,  7 

Lord  Loft  us,  7 

Duke  of  Leinfter,  4 

Lord  Hillfborough,  4 

Lord  Granard,  4 

Lord  Clifden,  4 


Burton  Conyngham,  2 

Mr.  Tighe,  4 

Duke  of  Devonfliire,  3 

Mr.  Conolly,  4 

Marquis  Waterford,  l 


No.  XCVII. 

A Bill  for  Amending  and  Improning  the  State  of  the  Reprefeniation  of  the 
People  in  Parliament.  (P..  452.) 

WHEREAS  the  hate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament  is 
greatly  defective,  and  it  would  tend  much  to  protedl  the  liberty  of  the  I'ub- 
ject,  and  to  preferve  our  excellent  conftitution,  if  the  people  of  this  realm 
were  more  fairly  and  equally  reprefented  in  parliament. 

Beit  enacted,  by  the  king’s  moft  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons  in  this  prefent 
parliament  aifembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from,  and  after 
the  expiration  or  dilfolution  of  this  prefent  parliament,  the  number  of  knights 
to  be  elected  and  returned  to  reprefent  each  county  within  this  kingdom  in 
any  future  parliament  to  be  hereafter  holden  and  kept  within  this  realm,  be 
three  inftead  of  two  knights,  as  heretofore  ufed  and  accuftomed,'and  for  that 
end  and  purpofe  the  freeholders  in  each  and  every  county  within  this  king- 
dom, (who  have  by  law  a right  to  vote  for  members  to  ferve  in  parliament, 
and  none  other)  are  hereby  authorized,  empowererl,  and  required,  at  every 
general  eledion,  to  be  hereafter  holden  for  members  to  ferve  in  parliament, 
to’chufe  or  ele6t  three  perfons  to  ferve  as  knights  or  reprefentatives  in  parlia- 
ment for  faid  county,  which  faid  three  perfons  fo  clewed  lhall  be  duly  returned 
as  knights  or  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  county ; and  the  faid 
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knig'hts  or  members  fo  ele6led  and  returned,  fliall  from  henceforth  have,  pof- 
fefs,  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  powers,  authorities  and  privileges,  which  are 
polfefled  and  enjoyed  by  the  knights,  who  now  fit  in  parliament  within  this 
realm. 

And  be  it  enafted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  from  and  after  the  expira- 
tion or  difl’olution  of  this  prefent  parliament,  the  number  of  citizens  to  be  eleded 
and  returned  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Dublin  in  parliament  fhall  be  three ; and 
that  the  number  of  citizens  to  be  elected  and  returned  to  reprefent  the  city  of 
Cork  in  parliament,  fhall  be  three  ; and  for  that  end  and  purpofe,  the  freemen 
and  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin^  who  are  by  law  entitled  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  parliament,  and  none  other,  are  hereby  authorized,  empow- 
ered, and  required,  at  every  general  eleftion  to  be  hereafter  holden  for  mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  city,  from  and  after  the  period  afore- 
faid, to  chufe  and  ele6f;  three  perfons  to  ferve  as  citizens  or  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  the  faid  city  of  Dublin;  and  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of 
the  faid  city  of  Cork,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  at  every  general 
eleftion  to  be  liereafter  holden  for  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid 
city,  to  chufe  and  ele6t  three  perfons  to  be  citizens  or  reprefentatives  in  pai> 
liament  for  the  city  of  Cork;  and  the  faid  three  perfons  fo  chofen  and  ele6ied 
as  members  for  the  faid  city  of  Dublin,  lhall  be  duly  returned  as  members  ta 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  city ; and  perfons  fo  chofen  and  ele^ed  for  the 
faid  city  of  Cork,  lhall  be  only  returned  as  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  faid  city;  and  all  the  faid  feveral  citizens  fo  ele6led  and  returned  to  ferve 
in  parliament,  lhall  from  thenceforth  have,  polfefs,  and  enjoy,  all  the  rights, 
powers,  authorities,  and  privileges  which  are  now  poflelTed  and  enjoyed  by 
any  citizen  or  citizens  already  elected  and  returned  to  fit  in  parliament. 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  lhall  be  deemed  or  taken 
to  give  to  any  city  or  town  within  this  kingdom,  which  now  is,  or  hereafter 
fliall  he  made  a county  of  a c ty,  or  a county  of  a towm,  a right  or  power  of 
its  fo  being  a county  of  a city  or  a county  of  a towm,  to  chufe  and  eledt  more 
than  tw'O  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  foi'  fuch  city  or  town,  it  being  the 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  a61,  to  give  and  grant  the  faid  power  of  dealing 
and  returning  three  members  to  ferve  in  parlipinent  to  each  of  the  thirty-tw'o 
counties  into  wdiich  this  kingdom  is  now^  divided,  and  to  the  cities  of  Dublin 
and  Cork,  and  to  no  other  counties,  cities,  or  tow  ns  w hatfoever. 

And  be  it  hereby  further  enabled,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  when  in 
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any  future  parliament,  to  be  hereafter  holden  and  kept  ivithin  this  realm,  any 
vacancy  ftiall  happen  to  arife  during  the  continuance  of  the  faid  parliament, 
by  the  death  or  expulfion  of  all,  or  any  of  the  faid  perfons  fo  returned  to  fei^e 
in  parliament  for  any  of  the  faid  counties,  or  for  either  of  the  faid  cities  of 
Dublin  or  Cork,  or  in  cafe  all  or  any  of  the  faid  perfons  fo  returned,  fliall  be 
afterwards  declared  and  adjudged  not  duly  elected,  purfuant  to  the  laAvs  now 
in  force  in  this  kingdom,  for  the  trial  of  petitions  or  controverted  elections; 
or  in  cafe  that  from  any  other  caufe  whatfoever,  the  feat  or  feats  in  parlia- 
ment of  all  or  any  of  the  faid  three  perfons  fo  eledted  and  returned,  fliall 
become  vacant,  in  every  fuch  cafe,  a new  writ  or  new  writs  fliall  ilfue  to  the 
returning  officer  of  the  faid  county  or  counties,  and  of  the  faid  city  or  cities 
refpectively,  for  the  purpofe  of  eledting  and  returning  one  or  more  perfon  or 
perfons,  (as  the  cafe  may  require)  in  the  room  or  dead  of  him  or  them,  whofe 
feat  or  feats  have  fo  become  vacant,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Merits  now  iffue 
to  fupply  the  vacancy  of  any  feat  or  feats  in  parliament,  and  thereupon  the 
freeholders  of  faid  city  or  cities,  ivho  by  law  are  authorized  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  parliament,  fliall  refpectively  proceed  to  choofe  and  elect  one 
or  more  perfon  or  perfons,  (as  the  writ  fliall  direct)  to  reprefent  the  faid  county 
or  city  in  parliament,  in  the  ftead  or  room  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  whofe 
feats  have  become  vacant  as  aforefaid  ; and  faid  perfon  or  perfons  fo  chofen 
and  elected,  fliall  be  duly  returned  as  a member  or  members  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment for  faid  county  or  city,  and  fo  on  from  time  to  time  as  any  vacancy  fliall 
happen  to  arife  during  the  continuance  of  the  faid  parliament. 

And  whereas,  enlarging  the  diftricts  of  the  feveral  cities  and  borough  towns 
within  this  kingdom,  would  tend  to  render  their  elections  of  citizens  and  bur- 
gefles  to  ferve  in  parliament,  much  more  free  and  independent ; 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  from  and  after  the  expiration 
or  diflolution  of  this  prefent  parliament,  the  limits  or  precincts  of  every  city, 
borough,  town,  or  manor,  having  a right  to  fend  members  to  parliament, 
fliall,  for  the  purpofes  of  this  act,  only  extend,  and  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
extend  to  a fpace  or  diftance  of  four  miles  from  the  faid  city,  borough,  town, 
and  manor,  which  fpace  or  diftance  is  to  be  meafured  by  a line  to  be  drawn 
from  fome  one  place  within  the  faid  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor,  as  near  the 
center  of  the  prefent  feite  of  the  faid  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor,  as  con- 
veniently as  may  be  done,  and  to  extend  in  every  direction  to  a diftance  of 
four  miles  from  the  faid  place,  and  no  further,  fo  as  thereby  to  make  the  cir- 
cuit 
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cuitof  the  diltrict  round  the  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor,  equal  to  twenty- 
four  miles  in  circumference,  or  thereabouts,  and  which  fpace  contained  within 
the  faid  circuit  fliall  be  for  the  purpofes  of  this  act  deemed  and  taken  as  the 
diftrict  of  the  city,  borough,  toum,  or  manor. 

Provided  ahvajs,  that  where  any  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor,  having  a 
right  to  fend  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  lhall  be  fo  fituate,  as  that  a line 
of  four  miles  cannot  conveniently  be  drawn  or  meafured  in  the  manner  herein 
before  directed,  by  reafoii  of  the  vicinity  of  fome  other  city,  borough,  town, 
or  manor,  liaving  alfo  a right  to  fend  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  or  by 
reafon  of  the  proximity  of  the  fea,  then  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  a certain  diftrict 
fliall  be  meafured  from  the  moft  central  place  within  the  faid  city,  borough, 
to\\Ti,  or  manor,  in  fuch  direction  as  can  be  beft  and  moft  conveniently  done, 
and  which  ihall  be  equal,  or  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  a fpace  contained  within 
• a circumference  of  twenty-four  miles,  and  which  fpace  fliall  be  marked  out 
and  allotted  as  and  for  the  diftridt  of  the  faid  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor, 
fituate  as  aforefaid,  fo  as  in  all  cafes  to  give  to  every  city,  borough,  town,  or 
manor,  having  a right  to  fend  members  to  parliament,  a diftri^  thereto  apper- 
taining equal  to  twenty-four  miles  in  circumference. 

And  for  the  better  afcertaining  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  the  feveral 
diftri^ts  aforefaid,  and  in  order  to  prevent  all  controveidy  relative  thereto ; 

Be  it  enaQ;ed,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  from  and  after  the  pafting  of 
this  act,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliall  ifl’ue  his  order  or  warrant 
to  the  iherifts  of  the  feveral  counties  in  this  kingdom,  commanding  the  faid 
flieriffs  to  trace  and  mark  out  boundaries  of  the  feveral  diftrifts,  which  are  to 
be  allotted  to  each  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor,  lying  within  the  faid 
county,  purfuant  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  a^ ; and  the  faid 
flieriffs  fliall,  within  three  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  faid  order  or  war- 
rant, fix  and  afcertain  the  boundaries  of  the  diftrift  appertaining  unto  every 
fuch  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor,  lying  within  the  faid  county,  according 
to  the  directions  in  this  a6l  contained  ; and  the  faid  flieriff,  for  the  faid  pur- 
pofe,  fliall  fummon  and  impanel  a jury  of  twelve  freeholders  of  ten  pounds 
freehold,  lying  within  the  faid  county,  but  not  in  the  barony,  in  ivliich  tlie 
faid  city,  b'orough,  town,  or  manor  lies,  which  faid  jury  fliall  perambulate  the 
faid  boundaries,  together  with  the  faid  flieriff,  and  allot  the  faid  feveral 
diftri6ts  by  metes  and  hounds ; for  which  end  and  purpofe,  the  faid  flieriffs 
fliall  employ  one  or  more  fkilful  furveyors  to  attend  upon  the  faid  jury  and 
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mark  out  the  feveral  diftridls  as  aforefaid  ; and  after  the  faid  jury  diall  have 
allotted  and  marked  out  the  faid  diflrift  by  .plain  and  diftindl  metes  and 
bounds  in  the  manner  directed  by  this  act,  the  faid  flieriff  fhallmake  a return 
of  the  allotment  of  the  faid  feveral  diftricts,  fpecifying  therein  the  exact  metes 
and  bounds  as  afcertained  by  the  faid  jury,  and  lodge  the  fame  with  the  clerk 
of  the  Crown  and  Hanaper,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  da}^  of  December 
next. 

And  to  the  end  that  a full  jury  of  freeholders  may  be  had  for  the  purpofe 
aforefaid,  the  fiierift'  of  the  county  lhall  ilfue  his  fummons  to  twenty-four 
freeholders,  of  ten  pounds  freehold  at  the  leaft,  within  the  faid  county,  (out  of 
which  twelve  fiiall  be  ftruck  by  the  faid  flieriff),  .commanding  them  to  attend 
him  at  the  time  and  place  therein  mentioned,  (giving  fourteen  days  notice 
thereof),  for  the  purpofe  of  allotting  the  diftrict  as  aforefaid,  and  therein  fpe- 
cifying the. name  of  the  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor,  whofe  diftrict  is  to  be 
allotted. 

Provided  always,  that  each  jury  fo  impanelled,  fliallafcertain  and  allot  the 
diftrict  of  one  fuch  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor,  and  no  more ; and  if  any 
of  the  freeholders  fliall  neglect  to  attend  on  the  faid  fummons  without  reafon- 
able  caufe  of  excufe,  to  he  allowed  by  the  faid  flieriff,  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  impofe  on  the  faid  perfon  fo  abfenting  himfelf,  a fine  of  twenty  pounds, 
Vv'hich  faid  fine  fliall  be  returned  and  certified  into  his  majefty’s  court  of 
exchequer,  and  thereupon  procefs  fliall  ilfue  for  the  levying  thereof  as  isufual 
in  cafes  of  fines  due  to  hismajefty. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  each  of  the  faid 
twelve  fi'eeholders  fo  impanelled  as  a jury,  fliall  take  the  oath  following,  which 
the  faid  flieriff  is  hereby  empowered  to  adminifter. 

“ I,  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear  that  I will,  to  the  beft  of  my  (kill  and  judg- 
“ ment,  without  favor  or  partiality  to  any  perfon  wliatfoever,  mark  out  and 
“ allot  the  diftrict  for  the  city  or  town  of  (here  naming  the  city, 

“ town,  or  manor)  purfuant  to  the  act,  in  that  cafe  made  and  provided.” 

And  to  the  end  that  a proper  fund  may  be  provided  for  the  expences  at- 
tending the  marking  out  the  diftridts  aforefaid; 

Be  it  hereby  enadled,  that  the  flieriff  fliall  return  to  the  grand  jury  of  the 
faid  county,  an  exact  eftimate  of  the  expences  attending  the  marking  out  and 
allotting  the  faid  diftridl,  allowing  to  every  juror  attending  thereupon,  the 
fum  of  one  pound  per  day,  and  to  the  furveyor  or  furveyors  fuch  fum  as  the 
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flierilF  fliall  think  fit,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  for  which  faid  fums- 

the  grand  jury  of  the  faid  county  is  authorifed  and  required  to  make  a pre= 
fentment,  to  be  levied  in  the  fame  manner  as  all  other  prefentments  of  grand 
juries  are  railed  and  levied. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  that  when  the  diftridl  of  the  faid  city,  town,  borough,^ 
or  manor,  (hall  be  fo  allotted  and  marked  out  as  aforefaid,  every  freeholder 
who  Ihall  be  feifed  of  a freehold  often  pounds  value  within  the  faid  diltridt, 
fiiall  have  a right  to  vote  for  members  to  fervein  parliament  for  the  faid  city, 
borough,  town,  or  n)anor,  any  former  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithftand- 
ing;  provided  always,  that  the  faid  perfon<fo  claiming  a right  to  vote  at  the 
faid  election,  Ihall  have  been  felled  of  his  freehold  one  whole  year,  before  the 
tefie  of  the  writ  which  ilfued  for  holding  the  faid  election,  and  Ihall  have 
regiftered  his  freehold  fix  months  before  the  tefte  of  the  faid  writ,  purfuant  to 
the  act  made  in  the  year  of  his  prefent  majefty  for  the  due  regiftering  of 

freeholds^ 

And  to  the  end  that  no  partial  allotments  of  faid  diftricts  may  be  made  ; 

Be  it  further  enadted,  that  in  cafe  any  three  or  more  freeholders  of  ten- 
pounds  freehold,  lying  within  the  faid  diftridt,  Ihall  conceive  themfelves-. 
aggrieved  i)y  the.  allotment  of  the  faid  diftriCt  in  manner  aforefaid,  it  Ihall  bs 
lawful  lor  the  faid  freeholders  to  prefent  a petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons,  complaining  of  the  faid  allotment,  thereby  fetting  forth  the  grounds  of 
the  faid  complaint,  and  the  merits  of  the  faid  petition  Ihall  be  referred  to  tho 
determination  of  a committee  of  fifteen  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,^ 
to  be  chofen  by  ballot,  and  ftruck  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fubjedt  to  the  fama 
rules  as  committees  are  now  chofen  for  the  trial  of  petitions  upon  contro- 
verted eledfions;  and  tlte  faid  committee  fo  chofen  Ihall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  fummon  all  perfons  before  them,  and  to  examine  witnefs  uponi 
oath  as  to  matters  thereby  referred  unto  them;  and  the  members  of  the  laid 
committee,  as  foon-as  they  Ihall  Ira ve  been  chofen  as  aforefaid,  Ihall,  at  the* 
table  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  take  the  oath  following: 

“ I,  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear  that  I will  fairly  and  impartially  try  the  merits  ^ 
“ of  the  petition  now  to  be  referred,  according  to  the  heft  of  my  Ikill  and 
“ judgment.  So  help  me  God.” 

And  be  it  further  enadled,  that  the  faid  committee  fiiall  forthwith  proceed 
to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  faid  petition,  and  fiiall  either  annul  or  con- 
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firm  the  faid  allotment  of  the  faid  diflridt  as  to  them  fhall  feem  juft;  which 
judgment  of  the  faid  committee  fliall  be  final  and  concliifive. 

Provided  always,  that  the  faid  committee  fliall  have  all  the  powers  and 
authorities  as  to  the  trial  of  the  faid  petition,  and  their  proceedings  fliall  in  all 
cafes  be  governed  by  the  fame  rules  and  regulations  as  are  prefcribed  by  the 
laws  now  in  force  for  the  trial  of  petitions  upon  controverted  eledions. 

And  in  cafe  the  faid  committee  fhall  annul  and  make  void  the  faid  allotment 
of  the  diftri6l  aforefaid,  then  a new  allotment  fhall  be  made  of  faid  diftri6t  in 
the  manner  herein  before  prefcribed,  for  which  purpofe  the  fpeaker  of  the 
Iloufe  of  Commons  fhall  iffue  his  order  or  warrant  as  aforefaid  to  the  flieriff  of 
faid  county,  who  fliall  proceed  to  make  a new  allotment  of  the  diftri6t  as  before 
prefcribed. 

Be  it  further  ena6led  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  from  and  after  the 
of  no  perfon  who  fhall  be  eledted  and  admitted  to  the  freedom 
of  any  corporation  in  any  city  or  town  corporate,  fliall,  by  virtue  of  fuch  elec- 
tion and  admiflion,  have  a right  to  vote  for  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  faid  city  or  town  corporate,  unlefs  the  faid  perfon  fhall  have  been  feifed  of 
a freehold  tenement  of  the  value  of  five  pounds  by  the  year  within  the  faid 
city  or  town  corporate,  upon  which  he  or  his  family  fliall  have  refided  for  one 
whole  year  before  the  time  of  fuch  eledlion  and  admiftion. 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  fliall  extend  to  any  perfon 
or  perfons  who  is  or  are  admitted,  or  who  have  a right  to  their  freedom  by 
reafon  of  birth,  marriage,  or  fervice  to  any  trade  or  calling,  but  all  fuch  rights 
fhall  remain  in  full  force  as  if  this  a6t  had  not  been  made. 

Be  it  further  enadted,  that  every  freeman  or  freeholder  voting  for  a mem- 
ber to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  city,  borough,  town,  or  manor,  fhall 
(if  required  by  any  other  perfon  having  a right  to  vote  at  faid  cledlion)  take 
the  oath  following : 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  each  and  all  the  inha- 
bitant or  inhabitants  of  every  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  having  a right 
to  fend  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  who  refide  within -the  precincts  or 
diftrict  ot  the  faid  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  as  prefcribed  by  this  act, 
and  who  fhall  have  exercifed  any  of  the  following  trades  or  callings  for  five 
years  within  the  diftricts  aforefaid,  fliall,  from  and  after  the  day  of 
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have  a right  to  vote  and  be  admitted  to  vote  at  the  election  of  any  reprefen- 
tative  or  reprefen tatives  to  be  chofen  to  reprefent  faid  city,  borough,  or  towns 
corporate,  in  parliament. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  that  every  perfon  who  fliall  be  returned  as  a 
member  to  ferve  in  parliament  from  and  after  the  day  of 

lhall,  before  he  be  admitted  to  his  feat  in  parliament,  take  the  oath  following: 

“ I do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I have  not  dire(?tly  or  indireftly,  procured  my 
“ ele6tion  and  return  to  parliament  by  the  means  of  any  fum  or  lums  of  mo- 
“ ney  whatfoever,  or  by  any  promife  of  any  pecuniary  reward  whatfoever, 
“ and  that  I have  not  authorifed  any  perfon  whatfoever,  for  procuring  me 
“ to  be  ele6ted  and  returned  a member  to  ferve  in  parlianient,  and  that  if  any 
“ fuch  promife  hath  been  made  on  my  behalf,  I will  not  ratify  or  make  good 
the  fame.  “ So  help  me  God.” 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  a6l  contained,  fliall  extend  or  in  any 
wife  be  deemed  or  taken  to  extend  to  the  cities  of  Waterford,  Kilkenny, 
Limerick,  Londonderry,  and  town  of  but  that  all 

their  rights,  franchifes  and  privileges,  limits  and  precindts,  fliall  remain  and 
continue  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 


No.  XCVIII. 

Kildare  Refolutions  againjl  the  Defenders.  (P.  537.) 

AT  a meeting  of  the  county  Kildare,  held  at  Naas,  the  24th  July,  1795, 
in  purfuance  of  public  notice. 

The  High  Sheriff  in  the  Chair. 

WHEREAS,  on  Monday  the  13th  inftant,  as  Sir  Fenton  Aylmer,  Bart, 
high  flierift'of  the  faid  county,  attended  by  Wogan  Browne,  Michael  Aylmer, 
and  Thomas  Ryan,  Efqrs.  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  faid  county,  was  con- 
ducting two  perfous  charged  with  having  committed  high  treafon,  by  admi- 
nifteriug  an  oath  to  be  true  to  the  French ; and  with  them,  feveral  other 
prifoners,  from  Kilcock  to  his  majefty's  gaol  of  Naas,  an  armed  mob,  con- 
fifting  of  feveral  hundreds,  aifembled  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  the  purpofe 
of  refcuing  the  faid  prifoners ; and  although  intimidated  from  attempting  the 
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intended  refcue,  did,  (while  the  faid  dieriff  and  magillrates  were  efcorting  the 
prilbners)  adminifter  unlawful  oaths  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
county,  and  did  plunder  feveral  houfes  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  did 
publicly  declare  vengeance  againfl  the  faid  Iheritf  and  magiftrates,  Mdiicli 
threat  they  afterwards  endeavoured  to  carry  into  execution  againft  Thomas 
Ryan,  Efq.  one  of  the  faid  magiftrates,  on  the  evening  of  the  faid  day,  three 
feveral  parties  having  lain  in  wait  at  three  different  parts  of  the  road  by 
which  the  faid  Ryan  was  to  return  home,  in  order  to  aflaftinate  him,  and  each 
party  having  fired  feveral  Ihots  at  him,  whereby  he  was  fe\’erely  wounded  in 
■the  head.. 

Now,  we,  the  magiftrates,  gentlemen,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  faid 
county,  do  hereby  offer  a reward  of  300/.  to  any  one  who  fliall  difeover  the 
perfon  that  fired  the  faid  fliot,  whereby  the  faid  Ryan  was  wounded,  and  the 
fum  of  50/.  for  each  and  every  of  the  perfons  vdio  lay  in  wait  for  the  above 
mentioned  infernal  purpofe,  and  fired  a Ihot  at  the  faid  Ryan,  fo  as  that  he, 
fire,  or  they  fliall  be  convicted  of  the  fame  within  nine  months.  And  we  do 
hereby  promife  a reward  of  30/.  to  every  perfon  who  fliall  difeover  to  any  of 
the  fubferibing  magiftrates,  the  names  of  any  of  the  perfons  who  have  admj- 
niftered,  or  fliall  adminifter  any  unlawful  oath  within  this  county,  or  who 
have  taken,  or  fliall  forcibly  take  any  arms,  or  attack  or  fire  into  any  houfe, 
provided  the  perfon  fo  difeovered  fliall  be  convidted  of  faid  offence,  within 
the  time  aforefaid ; and  alfo,  an  ample  and  adequate  reward  to  any  perfon 
who  fliall  give  information  to  any  of  the  magiftrates  aforefaid,  of  any  meet- 
ings of  Defenders  intended  to  be  held,  or  of  any  other  matter  or  thing,  Avhich 
fliall  be  deemed  deferving  of  reward  by  the  committee  hereby  appointed,  and 
Av'e  promife  that  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  fliall  not  be  made  known. 

And  we  hereby  return  our  thanks  to  the  parochial  clergy  of  this  county, 
for  the  zeal  which  they  have  already  fliewn  in  detedling  and  expofing  the  fallacy 
of  the  contrary  dodlrine,  and  we  entreat  a continuation  of  their  exertions  in  the 
fame  ufeful  purpofe.  And  in  order  to  defray  the  faid  expences,  we  promife  to 
pay  the  funis  annexed  to  our  names,  as  we  lhall  be  called  upon  for  the  fame, 
and  we  appoint  the  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  faid  county,  to  be  a committee 
to  receive  fubferiptions,  todifpofe  of  the  money  fubferibed  in  promoting  the 
purpofes  of  this  meeting,  and  to  apply  to  all  perfons  poftefted  of  property  in  tlie 
county,  for  their  affiftance  and  contribution,  and  that  ten  per  cent,  be  paid 
^*own. 
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And  we  do  hereby  appoint  the  following  magiftrates — Sir  Fenton  Aylmer, 
Bart.  John  Wolfe,  Wogan  Browne,  Arthur  Burdett,  INIichael  Aylmer,  Theo- 
bald Wolfe,  John  IMontgomery  and  Thomas  Ptyan,  Efqrs.  to  be  a committee, 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  claims,  and  to  pay  rew-ards,  any  three  of  them 
acting  together,  to  be  empowered  to  draw  on  IMeifrs.  Finlay  and  Co.  at  w'hofc 
houfe  the  amount  of  the  feveral  fiibfcriptions  is  to  be  depofited. 

And  as  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  introduction  of  that  execrable  fpirit  of 
outrage,  (which  has  difgraced  fo  great  a portion  of  this  kingdom)  into  our 
liitherto  peaceable  and  happy  county,  and  which  by  promifes  which  cannot 
be  eti'ected,  and  fyhems  which  cannot  be  realized,  has  deluded  many  honeft, 
and  otherwife  w'ell-difpofed  perfons,  muft  be  promoted  and  extended  by  ex- 
ertions on  the  part  of  the  enemies  of  our  country  ; 

And  as  the  avow’ed  object  of  the  perfons  then  conducting  to  prifon,  and 
w ho  appear  to  be  leaders  of  the  Defenders,  is  to  fupport  and  unite  with  the 
enemies  of  our  king  and  country,  we  think  it  necefl'ary  for  us  to  declare  our 
determined  refolution,  at  all  times,  and  at  every  perfonal  rifk,  and  by  every 
influence  and  power  of  property,  to  maintain  our  king,  our  conftitution,  and 
our  laws,  againft  any  attack  whatever;  that  we  will  give  effectual  protection, 
w’hich  the  military  aid  afforded  us  by  government  enables  us  to  promife  to  all 
perfons  w'ho  may  be  in  danger  from  their  oppofition  to,  and  exertions  againft 
the  faid  perfons  ftiled  Defenders ; and  that  Ave  W'ill  ufe  our  beft  endeavors  to 
procure  the  compenfation  which  the  grand  juries  are  authorized  to  make  by 
prefentment,  for  all  injuries  fuftained  by  them  in  their  property  or  perfons. 

And  that  if  any  perfon  fliall,  notwdthftanding  (without  obvious  necelfity) 
fubmit  to  any  of  the  illegal  requifitions  of  the  faid  Defenders,  or  fliall  with- 
hold any  material  information  from  the  magiftracy,  w^e  do  hereby  declare 
our  determination  by  every  means  in  our  power  to  lliew  our  difapprobation 
of  fuch  conduct.  That  wo  w’ill  in  private  life  confider  the  exertions  of  indi- 
viduals as  entitled  to  our  w^armeft  thanks,  and  the  fupinenefs  of  any  gentle- 
man or  man  of  property,  as  deferving  (under  thefe  circumftances)  of  a lofs 
of  private  efteem  and  public  charadfer.  We  life  this  opportunity  to  recom- 
mend to  our  countrymen,  dependents  or  not,  fworn  or  unfworn,  to  enquire, 
without  taking  our  word,  from  their  paffors  or  woll-informed  friends,  Avhe- 
ther  an  oath  to  do  an  unlawTul  act,  taken  voluntarily  or  by  compulfion,  be 
binding  or  not ; we  declaring  upon  our  convidtion,  and  upon  our  honors  that 
it  is  not  binding  on  any  man,  and  that  however  he  may  have  offended  againft 
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his  religion  by  the  indifcretion  of  his  oath,  his  guilt  would  be  increafed  by 
keeping  it ; and  in  order  that  all  perfons  may  be  apprized  of  the  laws,  touch- 
ing thefaid  unlawful  proceedings,  we  recommend  it  to  the  committee  to  pro- 
cure printed  extradts  of  the  fame,  to  be  difperfed  throughout  the  county. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  county  are  due  to  Sir  Fenton  Aylmer,  Bart,  our 
worthy  high  flieriff;  and  to  the  Reverend  John  Walth,  Wogan  Browne, 
Michael  A}’ liner,  and  Thomas  Ryan,  Efqrs.  who  aflifled  the  faid  Iheriff,  in 
repelling  the  attack  made  upon  the  peace  of  this  county,  b}!'  thofe  mifcreants, 
called  Defenders  ! That  thofe  our  refolutions  be  publiflied  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, That  the  thanks  of  this  county  be  given  to  Captain  Burke,  of  the 
North  Mayo  militia,  for  his  very  zealous  and  fpirited  condudt,  in  apprehend- 
ing O'Connor,  and  four  other  perfons,  now  in  cuftody. 

The  high  iheriff  having  quitted  the  chair,  and  Lord  Mayo  being  called 
thereto,  the  thanks  of  the  county  were  given  to  Sir  Fenton  Aylmer,  Bart, 
for  his  proper  condudl  in  the  chair,  and  in  his  having  fo  fpeedily  convened 
the  county. 
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William  Wolfe 

22 

15 

0 

J.  Walfh 

5 

13 

9 
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Lord  Vifcount  Gosfqrd's  Addrefs  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Armagh.  {Page  554.) 

GENTLEMEN, 

HAVIN  G requefted  your  attendance  here  this  day,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  ftate  the  grounds,  upon  which  I thought  it  advifeable  to 
propofe  this  meeting,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fubmit  to  your  confideration  a 
plan  Avhich  occurs  to  me  as  moft  likely  to  check  the  enormities  that  have  al- 
ready brought  difgrace  upon  this  county,  and  may  foon  reduce  it  into  deep 
diftrefs.  It  is  no  fecret,  that  a perfecution,  accompanied  with  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  ferocious  cruelty,  which  have  in  all  ages  diftinguilhed  that  dreadful 
calamity,  is  now  raging  in  this  county.  Neither  age  nor  fex,  or  even  acknow- 
ledged innocence  as  to  any  guilt  in  the  late  difturbances,  is  fufficient  to  ex- 
cite mercy,  much  lefs  to  afford  protedion. 

The  only  crime  which  the  wretched  obje6ts  of  this  ruthlefs  perfecution  are 
cliarged  with,  is  a crime,  indeed,  of  eafy  proof ; it  is  fimply  a profeffion  of  the 
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Roman  Catholic  faith,  or  an  intimate  connexion  with  a perfon  profefllng  this 
faith.  A lawlefs  banditti  have  conftituted  themfelves  judges  of  this  new  fpe- 
cies  of  delinquency,  and  the  fentence  they  have  denounced  is  equally  concife 
and  terrible  ! It  is  nothing  lei's  than  a contifcation  of  all  pro|)erty,  and  an  im- 
mediate banifhment.  It  would  be  extremely  painful,  and  finely  unnecelfary, 
to  detail  the  horrors  that  attend  the  execution  of  fo  rude  and  tremendous  a 
profcription, — a profcription  that  certainly  exceeds  in  the  comparative  num- 
ber of  thofe  it  configns  to  ruin  and  mifery,  every  example  that  ancient  and 
modern  hiftory  can  fupply  : for  where  have  we  heard,  or  in  what  ftory  of  hu- 
man ci  uelties  have  we  read  of  more  than  half  the  inhabitants  of  a popidous 
country  deprived  at  one  blow  of  the  means  as  well  as  of  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
duftry,  and  driven,  in  the  midft  of  an  inclement  feafon,  to  feek  a Ihelter  for 
themfelves  and  their  helplefs  families  where  chance  may  guide  them.  This  is 
no  exaggerated  picture  of  the  horrid  fcen'es  now  afting  in  this  county.  Yet 
furely  it  is  fufficient  to  awaken  fentiments  of  indignation  and  compatfion  in 
the  coldeft  bofoms,  Thefe  horrors  are  now  adting  with  impunity.  '1  he  fpirife 
of  impartial  juftice  (without  which  law  is  nothing  better  than  an  inftrument 
of  tyranny)  has  for  a time  difappeared  in  this  county,  and  the  fupinenefs  of 
the  magiftracy  of  Armagh  is  become  a common  topic  of  converfation  in  every 
corner  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  faid  in  reply,  the  Catholics  are  dangerous,  they  may  be  fo— they  may 
be  dangerous  from  their  numbers,  and  ftill  more  dangerous  fjoin  their  ua- 
bounded  views  they  have  been  encouraged  to  entertain  ; but  I will  venture  to 
affert,  without  fear  of  contradidtion,  that  thefe  proceedings  are  not  more  con- 
trary to  humanity  than  they  are  to  found  policy.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that 
no  civil  magiftrate  happened  to  be  prefent  with  the  military  detachment  on 
the  night  of  the  2 1 It  inftant  ; but,  I trult,  the  fuddennefs  ot  the  occafion,  the 
unexpedled  and  inftantaneous  aggrefhon  on  the  part  of  the  delinquents  v ill  be 
univerfally  admitted  as  a full  vindication  of  the  condudt  of  the  officer,  and 
the  party  adling  umler  his  command.  Gentlemen,  I have  the  honor  to  hold  a 
fjtuation  in  this  country,  which  calls  upon  me  to  deliver  my  fentiments,  and 
I do  it  without  fear  and  without  difguife.  I am  as  true  a Proteftaut  as  any 
gentleman  in  this  room,  I inherit  a property  which  my  family  derived  under 
a Proteftaut  title,  and,  with  the  blelling  of  God,  I will  maintain  that  title  to 
the  utmofi  of  my  j)owcr.  I will  never  confent  to  make  a facrifice  of  Protefiant 
afceudancy  to  Catholic  claims,  with  w'hatever  menace  they  may  be  urged,  or 

hotv- 


APPENDIX. 


241 


however  fpecioufly  or  inviclioufly  fupported.  Confcious  of  my  fincerlty  in 
this  public  declaration,  which  I do  not  make  unadvifedly,  but  as  the  refult  of 
mature  deliberation,  I defy  the  paltry  infinuations  that  malice  or  party-fpirit 
may  fuggeft. 

I know  my  own  heart,  and  I fliould  defpife  myfelf,  if,  under  any  intimida- 
tion, I could  clofe  my  eyes  againft  fuch  fcenes  as  prefent  themfelves  on  every 
fide,  or  my  ears  againft  the  complaints  of  a perfecuted  people. 

I ftiould  be  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  injuftice  to  the  feelings  of  gentlemen 
here  prefent,  were  I to  fay  more  on  this  fubje6t.  I have  now  acquitted  my- 
ielf  to  my  confcience  and  my  country,  and  take  the  liberty  of  propofmg  the 
following  refolutions  ; 

ift.  That  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that  the  county  of  Armagh  is  at  this 
moment  in  a ftate  of  uncommon  diforder ; that  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabi- 
tants are  grievoully  opprefled  by  lawlefs  perfons  unknown,  Avho  attack  and 
plunder  their  houfes  by  night,  and  threaten  them  with  inftant  deftrudion,  un- 
lefs  they  immediately  abandon  their  lands  and  habitatious. 

2d.  That  a committee  of  magiftrates  be  appointed  to  fit  on  Tuefdays  and 
Saturdays  in  the  Chapter-room  in  the  town  of  Armagh,  to  receive  information 
againft  all  perfons  of  whatever  defcription,  Avho  difturb  the  peace  of  this 
county. 

3d.  That  the  inftrudion  of  the  Avhole  body  of  magiftrates  to  their  com- 
mittee fliall  be  to  ufe  every  legal  means  Avithin  their  power  to  ftop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  perfecution  noAV  carrying  on  by  an  ungovernable  mob  againft  the 
Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  this  county. 

4th.  That  faid  committee,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  empoAvered  to  expend 
any  fum  or  fums  of  money,  for  information  or  fecret  fervice,  out  of  the  fund 
fubfcribed  by  the  gentlemen  of  this  county.  ' 

5th.  That  a meeting  of  the  Avhole  body  of  the  magiftracy  be  held  every 
fecond  Monday,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Charles  IVEReynolds,  in  the  toAvn  of 
Armagh,  to  hear  the  reports  of  the  committee,  and  to  give  fuch  further  in- 
ftrudions  as  the  exigence  of  the  cafe  may  require. 

6th.  That  oftenders  of  CA’ery  defcription  in  the  prefent  difturbances  fiiall  be 
profecuted  out  of  the  fund  fubfcribed  by  the  gentlemen  of  this  county. 
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No.  C. 

Mr.  Arthur  O’Connor’^  Addrefs  to  his  Fellow  Citizens,  for  which  he  was 
confned  by  an  Order  of  the  Privy  Council.  {Page  592.) 

FELLOW  CITIZENS, 

THE  Poft-office  is  fo  immediately  dependent  on  the  govern- 
ment,that  any  anonymous  produ6tion  iffuing  from  thence,  muft  be  looked  on  as 
coming  from  the  adminihration  itfelf;  in  this  light  I have  viewed  the  anony- 
mous paper  which  has  been  fo  induftrioufly  diftributed  through  the  poft-offices 
of  the  North  avoM'edly  to  deprive  me  of  whatever  fhare  of  your  confidence  I 
might  have  gained,  and  in  this  light  I have  given  it  an  anfwer.  Had  I treated 
it  with  filent  contempt,  I fiiould  have  hoped  that  its  coming  from  an  admi- 
niftration  which  had  fo  defervedly  forfeited  the  confidence  of  every  Irithman, 
who  valued  the  liberties  of  his  country,  Avould  have  infured  me  from  fuflfering, 
in  your  eftimation,  from  the  falfehood  and  calumny  with  which  it  abounds  j 
but  my  refpedl  for  thofe  invaluable  cenfors,  the  Prefs  and  the  Public  Opinion, 
the  confcious  integrity  of  my  own  heart,  and  the  moft  perfe6l  reliance  on  the 
virtue  of  the  caufe  I efpoufe,  prompt  me  to  feize  any  occafion,  which  affords 
an  opportunity  of  vindicating  it  or  myfelf  from  the  afperfions  of  an  adminif- 
tration,  whofe  heaviefl  charge,  in  their  wretched  produ6lion,  is,  that  at  any 
time  of  my  life  I had  been  the  advocate  of  them  or  their  meafures.  As  the 
whole  of  the  work  is  one  continued  iflfue  of  mifreprefentation  and  falfehood, 
a plain  recital  of  fa6ls  will  be  the  befi:  means  of  giving  it  a full  refutation. 
After  the  queftion  of  Regency,  that  memorable  difplay  of  the  infamy  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  fa6llons  of  Ireland,  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  them  were 
forced  into  Irifii  parliamentary  patriotifm,  by  being  flript  of  the  wages  of  their 
proftitution  ; I accepted  a feat  from  my  uncle  Lord  Longueville,  in  the  chime- 
rical hope  that  this  crafii  between  the  fadtions  and  the  government,  might  be 
improved  to  the  advantage  of  Ireland;  but  experience  foon  convinced  me 
that  nothing  fliort  of  the  eftablifiiment  a jiational  government,  a total  anni- 
hilation of  the  factions,  and  their  ufurpations,  and  an  entire  abolition  of  re- 
ligious difindlions  could  refiore  to  my  country  thofe  rights  and  that  liberty 
which  had  been  fo  long  a fubje6l  of  traffic,  under  a regular  organized  fy  ftem  of 
treafon,  and  a6ting  up  to  this  convidlion  from  the  day  I accepted  the  feat  from 
Lord  Longueville,  to  the  day  I refigned  it.  I earneftly  entreated  him  to  de- 
clare 
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dare  for  a Reform  of  Parliament,  and  for  the  freedom  of  my  Catholic  coun- 
trymen. The  thanks  which  were  given  me  by  the  delegates  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  for  my  defence  of  them  and  their  caufe,  fo  early  as  1791,  and  the 
vote  which  I gave  for  their  total  emancipation,  againfi  Lord  Longueville  and 
the  government  in  the  beginning  of  1793,  gives  the  lie  to  the  afiertion  of  ad- 
miniftration,  that  I was  not  the  advocate  of  Catholic  freedom  until  my  having 
fpoke  on  that  fubjed  in  1795,  and  fo  wholly  is  it  unfounded  in  truth,  that 
I have  exerted  myfelf  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  my  country,  becaufe 
the  gov'ernment  refufed  me  a commiffioner’s  place,  that  although  Lord 
Longueville  repeatedly  preffed  me  to  let  him  procure  me  a commif- 
fioner's  place,  I as  often  refufed  it,  affuring  him  that  it  was  contrary 
to  my  principles  to  accept  the  money  of  my  impoverillied  countrymen, 
for  the  deteftable  treafon  of  betraying  their  rights,  their  induftry,  their 
manufadures  and  commerce : that  for  the  bribe  of  a Britifli  pander  I 
fliould  bafely  contribute  to  aggrandize  his  country,  at  the  expence  of 
every  thing  dear  to  my  own ; whilft  fo  far  from  bartering  my  principles  to 
better  my  fortune,  that  though  Lord  Longueville  prefled  me  to  accept  large 
films  of  his  own  money,  I declined  them  ; and  it  is  notorious  he  has  fmce  dif- 
inherited  me  for  the  open  avowal  of  my  political  fentiments  on  the  Catholic 
queftion.  Being  forced,  in  my  own  vindication,  to  fpeak  of  myfelf,  I v ill  leave 
you,  my  fellow-citizens,  to  judge  of  an  adminiflration,  that  by  falfehood  and 
calumny  have  attempted  to  widen  a breach  between  me  and  connexions  that 
were  but  too  widely  extended  before  ; yet  whilft  they  have  given  me  an  op- 
portunity of  proving  to  you,  that  no  confideration  could  induce  me  to  aban- 
don my  principles,  they  fliall  never  fucceed  in  making  me  utter  one  unkind 
expreflion  of  a man,  whofe  willies  to  promote  me  in  life,  have  left  a grateful 
remembrance  their  malice  lliall, never  efface.  Abandoned  adminiflration! 
who  have  trampled  on  the  liberties  of  my  country,  do  you  prefume  to  accufe 
me  of  dilfuading  my  countrymen  from  arming  to  oppofe  an  invafion,  which 
yours  and  your  accompUct  s crimes  hate  provoked  f Is  it  that  the  unalienable 
rights  of  free-born  men  to  make  theiiTaws  by  delegates  of  their  choice,  fliould 
be  bartered  and  fold  by  ufurpers  and  traitors,  that  I fliould  perfuade  them  to 
arm  ? Is  it  that  our  markets,  our  manufactures,  and  commerce,  fliould  be  fold 
to  that  nation,  which  appoints  our  government,  and  diftributes  our  patronage, 
that  I fliould  perfuade  them  to  arm?  Is  it  to  fupport  the  Gunpowder  Bill,  which 
deprives  them  of  arms,  or  the  Convention  Bill,  which  aims  at  perpetuating  the 
ufurpation  of  rights,  by  profcribing  the  only  obvious  and  orderly  means  to 
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regain  them,  that  I iliould  perfiiade  them  to  arm  ? Is  it  tofupport  the  fufpen- 
lion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Bill,  which  has  deftroyed  the  bulwark  of  liberty  by 
withholding  the  Trial  by  Jury,  that  I fliould  perfuade  them  to  arm  ? Is  it  to 
rivet  the  bolts  or  to  guard  the  dungeons  of  their  fellow-citizens,  M'ho,  torn 
from  their  homes  and  their  families  by  adminihration,  vainly  demand  that 
Trial  by  Jury,  which  by  proving  their  innocence  muft  eftablifli  its  guilt,  that 
I diould  perfuade  them  to  arm  ? Is  it  that  a vile  pander  of  national  honor  and 
legiflative  duty  Ihould  be  invefted  with  uncontrouled  power  over  the  opinions 
and  perfons  of  an  injured,  a gallant  and  generous  people,  that  I Ihould  per- 
fuade them  to  arm  ? or  to  crown  all,  is  it  under  the  aufpices  of  the  indemnified 
Carhampton,  I lliould  perfuade  them  to  arm  ? Go,  impotents,  to  the  Catho- 
lics, whofe  elevated  hopes  of  all-glorious  freedom,  you  have  been  appointed  to 
tauntingly  blaft,  and  if  they  fliould  charge  you  with  the  crimes  of  your  million, 
although  you  cannot  plead  the  having  raifed  them  to  equal  rights  with  their 
fellow-citizens,  you  can  at  lead  boaft  that  you  have  levelled  thofe  rights  to  the 
ftandard  of  Catholic  thraldom.  Hence,  then,  contemptible  adminiftration, 
from  thofe  you  have  infulted  and  levelled,  to  thofe  you  have  raifed ; go  to 
the  monopolifts  of  the  reprefentation  of  Ireland,  and  alk  them  to  arm  ; go  to 
thofe  whom  the  continuance  of  the  fyftem  of  corruption  enables  to  live  in  af- 
fluence at  the  expence  of  that  poverty  and  mifery  their  treafon  has  caufed,  and 
alk  them  to  arm  : go  to  thofe  huflars  of  fees  and  exa6tions  in  the  revenue, 
whofe  regular  pay  bears  no  proportion  to  their  pillage  and  plunder,  and  com- 
mand them  to  arm ; go  to  attorneys  and  lawyers,  who  live  by  villainy, 
chicane  and  fraud,  under  a fyftem  of  complexity,  finelfe  and  fiHion,  at  the  ex- 
pence and  ruin  of  thofe  who  are  forced  to  employ  them,  and  tell  them  they 
ought  to  arm  ; go  to  thofe  fwarms  of  petty  tyrants,  perjured  grand-jury  job- 
bers, army  contraftors,  tithe  pro6lors  and  land  lharks,  and  tell  them  how  ne- 
celfary  it  is  for  them  to  be  armed ; go  to  the  ejiablijhed  clergy,  who  pocket 
thofe  monftrous  funds  for  inJiruBing  nine-tenths  of  the  nation,  which  fliould 
provide  decent  eftablilhments  for  three  fuch  countries  as  Ireland,  and  tell 
them  to  preach  to  the  nine-tenths  who  are  excluded  from  this  glorious  half  of 
the  conftitution,  to  arm  in  its  defence,  or  alk  them  to  blow  the  expiring  em- 
bers of  religious  dilfention,  and  I will  leave  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  Armagh, 
at  length  recovering  from  delufion,  to  judge  of  their  zeal  in,  this  chriftian-like 
duty.  Thefe  factions,  and  adminiftration,  are  your  natural  allies  ; thefe  are 
your  ftrength  ; on  thefe  you  may  reckon,  and  although  as  devoted  to  fyftems 
which  fliould  be  aboliflied,  as  apoftatesto  national  rights  and  national  honor 
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they  count  but  too  high  ; thank  Heaven  they  are  as  infignificant  in  numbers 
as  in  ftrength  to  thole  that  are  found.  Although  the  old  volunteers  have 
been  difcouraged,  becaufe  they  boldly  threw  off  the  open  avowed  dominion 
of  Britain,  and  that  thefe  yeomen  corps  have  been  raifed  to  fupport  the  con- 
cealed deadly  influence  flie  has  gained  by  corruption  and  treafon ; although 
the  old  v^olunteers  have  been  reje6ted  becaufe  they  extended  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  their  country,  and  that  thefe  corps  have  been  let  up  to  fupport 
laws  fubverfive  of  both  ; yet  when  the  fyftematic  fcheme  of  the  Brltifli  minif- 
ter,  and  of  thofe  vermin  that  have  neftled  about  the  throne,  to  frame  fome 
new  modelled  defpotifm  on  the  ruins  of  freedom,  by  the  ereding  of  barracks, 
thofe  bills  that  have  been  palfed  year  after  year,  the  late  contempt  of  that  only 
privilege  of  the  Commons  which  was  left  them,  the  granting  of  money,  and 
the  correfpondent  condud  of  their  creatures  in  this  country  fliall  have  been 
developed  to  that  degree,  which  would  make  refiftance  an  indifpenfable  duty, 
from  my  foul  I believe  that  they  would  find  themfelves  widely  miftaken  in  the 
fupport  they  will  meet  from  many  of  thefe  corps  they  have  raifed.  Are  the 
people  of  Ireland  fo  weak  as  to  convert  a threatened  invafion  from  France  into 
an  expiation  of  the  injuflice,  the  crimes  and  oppreflion  by  which  the  tempta- 
tion to  make  it  was  caufed,  or  fliall  an  invafion  from  France  ad  like  magic  in 
changing  the  prefent  ardent  aHedion  of  the  people  of  Ireland  for  liberty,  into 
an  unbounded  difplay  of  loyalty  to  a fyfteni  of  corruption  and  treafon,  by 
which  the  iiioft  happily  gifted  nation  on  earth  has  been  made  to  contain  more 
mifery  than  any  country  in  the  creation  ? AAvay  with  delufion  ! Are  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  fure  that  the  fadions  and  adminiftration  who  fo  earneftly  prefs 
them  to  arife  to  repel  the  invafion  of  France,  are  not  invaders  themfelves  ? 
Are  we  fure  that  their  mafter  and  maker,  the  niinifler  of  Britain,  has  not  in- 
vefted  them  with  enormous  funds  of  corruption  to  which  our  wretchednefs 
has  been  made  to  contribute  ! Are  we  fure  that  thefe  funds  have  not  been 
diftributed  amongft  traitors,  in  the  heart  of  our  ifland,  for  betraying  the  induf- 
try,  manufadures  and  commerce  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  aggrandize  thofe 
of  Great  Britain  ? Nay,  are  we  not  certain  that  every  market  in  Great  Britain 
is  fliut  againfl:  every  fpecies  of  Irilli  iiiduftry,  with  the  folitary  exception  of 
linen,  wliiUl  every  manufadure  of  England  has  free  accefs  to  every  market  in 
Ireland,  without  any  exception  Avhatever  ? With  thefe  fads  in  our  view,  v hat 
Irilhman  can  doubt  that  to  fupport  the  worft  of  invafions,  the  invafion  of 
rights  and  commerce^  15,000  Englilhand  Scotch  have  not  been  feiit  to  invade 
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US  already  ? Or  can  we  be  certain  that  the  fliambles  of  Germany  have  not  been 
reforted  to,  to  invade  us  with  more  ? Compare  the  few  troops  they  left  us  in 
the  war  againfl;  American  freedom,  when  they  had  all  Europe  their  foe,  with 
the  numbers  they  have  fent  us  this  war  againft  the  freedom  of  Erance,  when 
they  had  all  Europe  their  ally  ; compare  the  weaknefs  of  Ireland,  divided  by 
religious  ditfenfion,  zvken  troops  were  fo  few,  with  that  ftrength  which  Union 
has  given,  when  ti'oops  are  fo  many  ; Ave  cannot  but  fee  with  Avhom  they  feek 
to  contend.  Could  French  invaders  do  Avorfe  than  eftablifh  a fyftem  of  pillage 
and  treafon  within,  that  they  may  pillage  and  plunder  without  F Could  they 
do  worfe  than  rejedt  laAvs  a unanimous  people  had  fought,  or  than  pafs  thofe 
they  detefted  ? Could  they  do  worfe  than  commit  the  perfonal  liberty  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  two  men  Avithout  connedtion  or  intereft  in  the  country, 
Avithout  refponfibility  or  control  ? Could  they  do  Avorfe  than  Avithhold  trials 
from  Irifli  citizens  call  into  dungeons,  to  the  deftrudtion  of  their  health,  and 
the  ruin  of  their  property  ? Could  they  do  Avorfe  than  eftablifli  military  ma- 
giftrates  throughout  the  nation,  and  indemnify  thofe  Avhofe  unfeeling  fouls  had 
torn  hundreds  of  Irilh  citizens  from  every  endearing  connedtion  in  life,  after 
depriving  their  habitations  of  every  privilege  due  to  the  refidence  of  free-born 
men,  configned  them  to  the  flames,  turning  their  Avives  and  children  to  beg- 
gary and  famine,  exiled  their  hufbands  to  fight  againfl;  that  freedom  of  which 
they  had  robbed  them  on  an  element  they  difliked,  and  in  a caufe  they  ab- 
horred } Or  could  any  thing  be  more  alarming  to  a people  Avho  valued  their 
liberties,  than  the  appointment  of  a man,  that  could  require  fuch  an  indemni- 
fication, to  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  ? Or,  to  croAvn  all,  could  any 
invaders  do  w'orfe,  that  Avith  powers  to  legiflate  for  a limited  time,  under  the 
form  of  conflitutional  order,  deflroy  the  conflitiition  itfelf  ? 

In  A'aiu  lhall  the  accomplices  of  the  author  of  carnage  inveigh  againft 
French  fraternity,  as  long  as  Ireland  exhibits  fo  melancholy  a picture  of  the 
fraternity  they  have  adopted  themfelves:  I Avill  not  compare  the  fyftems  of 
fraternity  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies,  adopted  by  England  and  France,  but  I 
Avill  compare  the  alliance  which  England  had  formed  Avith  France,  flie  calls  her 
natural  enemy,  with  that  the  didlates  to  Ireland,  flie  calls  her  brother  and  friend. 
In  her  alliance  Avith  France,  flie  gave  Avhat  the  got,  and  reciprocity  Avas  the 
equitable  bafis  on  Avhich  it  Avas  made;  Avhilfl  in  her  alliance  with  Ireland,  flie 
has  taken  all  flie  could  have  alked  or  demanded,  and  Ihe  has  given  us  exclufion 
in  grateful  return.  On  this  fcale  of  Britilh  fraternity,  let  her  hirelings  boafl 

of 


APPENDIX. 


247 


of  Britilli  connection.  On  this  fcale  of  Britifli  fraternity,  may  my  country  no 
more  be  curfed  with  the  friendlhi])  of  Britain ! Too  long  a tyrant,  Ihe  forgets 
her  dominion  has  ceafed.  Too  long  her  haves,  Ave  miift  tliew  her  we  are  re- 
folved  to  be  free ! Had  the  ceafed  to  maintain  power  by  the  accurfed  means  of 
fomenting  religious  dilfention;  had  the  ceafed  to  fupport  faCtions,  ufurpers 
and  traitors;  had  flie  abandoned  the  falfe  illiberal  notion,  that  flie  gained 
more  by  our  depreffion  than  by  our  exaltation;  had  Ihe  treated  us  like  bro- 
thers and  friends,  1 may,  with  confidence  afiirm,  a more  alfeClionate  generous 
ally  never  exifted,  than  the  Avould  have  found  Ireland  to  her.  But  if  the  ex- 
ifting  fraternity,  my  fellow  citizens,  be  the  bonds  by  which  you  witli  a con- 
nection with  Britain,  I am  not  a delegate  fit  for  your  choice;  for  though  I 
flood  alone  in  the  commons  of  Ireland,  I would  move  the  repeal  of  every  law 
which  binds  us  to  England,  on  thofe  or  any  fuch  terms,  I will  neither  be 
conquered  by  England  or  France;  nor  are  we  any  more  bound  to  a difadvan- 
tageous  alliance  to  one  than  we  are  to  the  other;  and  before  England,  the 
factions  of  Ireland,  and  the  adminiftration,  I fpeak  it,  if  it  is  more  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  Ireland  to  form  an  alliance  Avith  France  than  Avith  England,  flie  is 
free  to  adopt  it.  The  jargon  of  ftanding  or  falling  Avith  Britain  is  falfe:  in 
the  days  that  are  palt.  Are  have  alAva3’s  been  doAAoi,  it  is  time  Are  fliould  feek  to 
be  up  ! Rich  in  a population  of  4,000,000  of  a healthy  intelligent  people,  rich 
in  her  fertile  foil,  rich  in  her  harbours  and  navigable  rivers,  rich  in  her  favor- 
able pofition  between  the  old  and  neAV  Avorlds,  rich  in  her  infular  fituation, 
Arithout  ufurping  dominion  over  any  people  upon  earth,  Arhat  intereft,  Avhat 
caufe,  Avhat  pretext  can  the  adminiftration  of  Ireland  aftign  for  the  blood  and 
the  Arealth  they  have  laAoflied,  in  a Avar  commenced  in  depotifin,  conducted  in 
ignorance,  and  ending  only  b}-’  ruin  ? With  SCO, 000  gallant  citizens,  able  to 
arm,  is  it  that  the  Englifli  and  Scoth  have  more  to  fight  for  in  Ireland  than 
the  Irifli  themfelves,  that  AV'e  cannot  be  trufted  Acith  felf  defence?  when  in 
the  unanointed  republics  of  the  Swifs,  they  can  defy  the  invafion  of  Germany, 
of  France,  and  Sardinia,  thofe  av  arlike  and  poAverful  nations,  b\’  Achich  they  are 
bounded,  by  that  ia\v^  vv^hich  obliges  every  citizen  from  eighteen  to  fixty  years 
old,  to  be  provided  with  arms,  Avhy  cannot  Ireland  defy  the  Avhole  Avorld  b}"  a 
like  obligation?  ^\’hy  has  the  gunpowder  act,  Avhich  difarms  our  people,  been 
pafled?  The  anfwer  is  too  plain  for  infatuation  to  miftake  it,  Happ}^  for 
Ireland  if  the  prime  mover  of  mifchief  had  borroAved  the  councils  of  that 
great  and  intuitive  mind,  England  is  ruined  by  having  negleCted;  happy 
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could  he  and  his  minions  be  taught,  in  the  language  and  wifdom  of  Fox,  that 
there  is  more  ftrength  to  be  gained  by  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  than  in  40,000  of  the  heft  forces  of  Europe.  Let  them  give  up 
corruption,  and  they  may  fafely  dilband  the  troops  it  has  furnillied ; let  them 
ceafe  to  narrow  the  limits  of  freedom,  as  the  expanfion  of  intellect  demands 
that  they  fiiould  be  extended  ; let  them  reft  aflured,  that  a fyftem  which  can- 
not be  fupported  Avithout  fpies  and  infoimers,  muft  foon  be  abandoned;  inftead 
of  buying,  of  bribing,  or  of  perfecuting  the  prefs,  let  them  ftrip  falfehood  of 
the  advantages  Ihe  gains  by  concealment  and  mifreprefentation,  and  give  to 
truth  that  light  and  publicity,  Avith  Avhich  fiie  muft  ever  prevail ; let  them 
recall  thofe  bafe  orders  throughout  the  poft-offices,  for  violating  the  fecrets 
of  friendfiiip,  and  betraying  the  credit  of  commerce;  let  them  open  the  dun- 
geons, by  repealing  thofe  laAvs  by  Avhich  they  are  croAcded;  let  them  abolifti 
AV'hat  the  chief  magiftrate’s  deputy  calls  the  mildnefs  of  government,  and  giA^e 
us  an  adequate  reprefentation  for  the  bafis  of  liberty,  and  I AV’ill  ftake  my  life 
on  it,  no  nation  ftiall  ever  invade  us.  But  alas ! my  felloAV  citizens,  I lament 
that  the  fame  infatuation,  ufurpation  and  folly,  Avhich  haA^e  been  fo  much  the 
order  of  the  day,  Avill  ftill  prevent  thofe  equitable  terms  from  being  conceded  : 
But  mark  me,  the  Avhole  Irilli  fabric  is  fupported  by  that  of  Great  Britain, 
whofe  progrefs  in  ruin  can  only  be  equalled  by  her  infatuation.  If  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  French  revolution  are  as  Avicked,  as  deftru6liA'e,  and  as  diabolical 
as  the  minifter  has  reprefented  them,  Avhy  As  as  it  necelfary  to  involve  the  peo- 
ple of  England  in  the  horrors  and  ruin  of  Avar,  that  they  may  not  be  perfuaded 
to  adopt  them?  Is  it  that  the  extreme  of  vice  is  fo  feducing,  that  the  moft 
violent  of  remedy  only  could  preA'ent  a Avife  people  from  rulhing  to  meet  it? 
And  although  the  minifter  has  aftigned  day  after  day,  ditferent  objects,  for 
having  involved  them ; and  that  every  aflertion  on  Avhich  he  has  founded 
his  arguments  of  the  day,  have  been  belied  by  the  fads  of  the  morroAv.  Still 
they  haA'C  been  deaf  to  the  councils  of  his  glorious  opponent,  which,  as  long 
as  tradition  continues  muft  eA’er  remain  a Avonderful  inftance  of  the  efforts  of 
genius  and  patriotifm,  to  refeue  a befotted  and  mifguided  people  from  ruin; 
but  the  privileged  and  the  rich  yielding  to  fear  and  corruption,  have  deferted 
this  champion  of  liberty,  to  proftrate  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  that  minifter  it 
Avas  once  their  province  to  controul : placing  terror  in  the  feat  of  reafon,  and 
facrificing  every  fpecies  of  induftry  to  the  manufadure  of  foldiers,  they  have 
looked  to  the  bayonet  of  the  mercenary  for  their  only  falvation.  Pre- 
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furnptuous  delufion  ! Do  they  imagine  they  can  force  back  the  current  of 
public  opinion?  Is  it  by  that  corruption,  'whofe  necelfities  inuft  increafe  by 
geometrical  meafure,  Avhilft  its  means  muft  clecreafe  in  the  fame  rapid  pro- 
portion ? Is  it  by  a carnage  which  would  exhauft  the  creation  ? Is  it  by  oaths 
wrung  from  opprelfion ; know  they  not  that  the  firft  oath  of  allegiance  is  from 
the  king  to  the  laws,  the  conftitution  and  people  ; and  that  if  fwearing,  with- 
out confideration,  was  bincling,  Charles  could  never  have  fuffered,  James 
have  been  excluded,  nor  a Brunfwick  have  fat  on  the  throne ! We  know  that 
king,  lords,  and  commons  exift  but  by  the  people’s  permiffion  ; if  ufeful,  their 
titles  can  never  be  queftioned;  if  not,  they  can  never  be  bolftered  by  Bvearing. 
V’’ain  eftbrts,  to  change  the  current  of  the  human  mind,  like  the  noify  winds, 
which  to  the  fhallow  fighr,  give  a feeming  current  to  the  troubled  face,  whilft 
with  ponderous  weight  great  ocean  moves  the  tide,  with  flow  majeftic  pace  to 
its  predeftined  limits. 

Altho’  it  were  in  nature  to  refeue  Britain  from  impending  deftrudlion,  it  is 
not  in  nature  that  Ireland  can  be  longer  held  by  the  difgraceful  and  ruinous 
vaflTalage  by  which  flie  is  bound.  INIuch  has  been  faid  of  the  loyalty  of  tlic 
South  contrafted  with  that  of  the  North;  if  they  mean  loyalty  to  that  fyftein 
of  government  which  this  adminiftration  have  adopted,  to  the  connexion  with 
England  on  the  prefent  conditions,  to  the  adlual  ftate  of  reprefentation,  to  the 
proflituted  fale  of  the  right  to  legiflate  in  one  houfe,  by  the  ftill  more  profti- 
tuted  fale  of  the  right  to  legiflate  in  the  other,  to  the  jobbing  and  perjury  of 
grand  juries,  to  tithes,  tithe-proclors  and  land-pirates,  to  the  annual  expor- 
tation of  two  millions  worth  of  the  produce  of  Ireland,  to  pay  abfentees  with- 
out any  return,  to  the  immoderate  high  rents  and  the  low  rate  of  wages,  or 
to  the  enormous  expence  by  which  thefe  corruptions  are  moved  and  main- 
tained, I will  anfwer  for  it,  that  the  people  of  Leinfter,  of  Munfter  and  Con- 
naught are  as  fenfible  of  the  mifery  and  poverty  thefe  grievances  have  caufed, 
and  that  they  will  go  as  far  as  the  people  of  Ulfler  to  get  them  redrelfed.  I 
know  the  means,  which  have  been  ufed  to  perfuade  the^Catholics  in  the  South 
that  the  peifecutions  of  the  Catholics  in  the  North,  which  have  been  fo  dia- 
bolically fomented  and  protefted  in  Armagh,  were  the  ads  of  the  Prelbyterians 
of  the  North;  but  I ftake  whatever  credit  I polfefs  with  my  Catholic  and 
Preflbyterian  countiymen,  on  the  aflurance  I give  to  the  Prelbyterians  that 
the  Catholics  of  the  South  have  buried  in  eternal  oblivion  all  religious  dif- 
ftindion,  and  in  the  afl’urance  I give  to  the  Catholics  that  the  crimes  with 
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which  their  Prefhyterian  countrymen  hand  charged,  and  for  which  fo  many 
are  dungeoned  at  this  inftant,  is  their  zeal  for  the  union  of  Irifhmen  amongft 
one  another  without  diftin6lion  of  feet  or  religion ; it  is  the  eflence  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  it  is  the  elfence  of  all  morality  and  cannot  by  human  laws  be  abolifhed. 
Truft  me,  my  fellow  citizens,  that  as  the  minifter  of  England  perceives  the 
dying  convullions  of  a country  on  the  deltru6tions  of  whofe  liberty  he  has  fo 
long  fupported  his  power,  he  will  be  obliged  to  change  his  fyftem  in  Ireland 
of  tyranny  and  force,  into  concelTion  and  conciliation ; you  will  then  fee  his 
minions  exchanging  the  fancy  flippancy  with  which  they  now  infult  and  tra- 
duce you,  into  humiliation  and  meannefs  with  which  they  will  endeavour  to 
footh  you;  the  infolence  of  the  coward,  the  fport  of  the  drol  and  the  petu- 
lence  of  the  puppy  will  foon  evaporate  into  the  infignificance,  from  whence 
they  have  rifen,  but  let  no  wretched  palliative  induce  you  to  ally  your  caufe 
with  corruption;  let  nothing  fliort  of  a perfeft  reprefentation  fatisfy  you. 
With  this  admonition  I leave  you;  but  that  I may  not  be  fufpe6led  of  feeking 
your  confidence  by  any  other  means  than  the  fulleft  difclofure  of  my  political 
fentiments,  I promife  you,  as  foon  as  time  will  permit,  that  I will  lay  before 
you  the  heft  account  of  the  ftate  of  our  country  my  poor  abilities  will  allow 
me  to  furnifii.  The  beft  affurance  I can  give  of  my  fidelity  to  you  and  your 
caufe,  is,  that  I believe  in  a better  order  of  things ; that  thofe  who  violate  the 
property  and  rights  of  others  will  forfeit  their  own,  whilfl  thofe  who  refpe6l 
the  rights  and  property  of  others  will  be  certain  to  have  their’s  refpe6ted  in 
turn.  With  thefe  fentiments,  knowing  that  you  had  wifely  determined  never 
to  interfere  any  more  in  ele6tions,  under  the  fyftem  of  corruption  and  undue 
influence,  I have  offered  my  fervices  to  ufe  every  means  in  my  poAver  to  effedt 
its  deftru6lion,  and  finding  that  from  the  monopoly  of  one  ariftocratic  faftion 
or  other  yours  was  the  only  place  of  popular  eledion  I could  hope  to  fucceed 
in. 

Think  it  not  prefumptuous,  my  countrymen,  that  one  who  loves  liberty 
fliould  feek  her  in  the  only  afylum  fhe  has  left;  think  it  not  prefumptuous,  my 
fellow-citizens,  that  one  who  will  never  out-live  the  threatened  liberties  of  his 
country,  fliould  feek  an  advanced  pofl  wdiere  he  may  triumph  in  her  caufe,  or 
fall  in  her  defence.  In  contempt  of  calumny,  united  with  you  in  brotherly 
love  and  affe6fion  and  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  reform,  I wall  ever  remain  your 
faithful  friend  and  fellow-citizen. 

Belfaji^  Jan.  20,  1797-  Arthur  O’CoNisroR, 
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By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland, — A Proclamation. 

{Page  599.) 


CAMDEN, 

WHEREAS  by  an  a6l  of  parliament  paffecl  in  this  king- 
dom in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  entitled,  “ An  a6t  for  more 
“ effedtually  fupprelfmg  infurredions  and  preventing  the  difturbance  of  the 
“ public  peace,”  it  is  enafted,  that  it  lhall  be  laAvful,  for  the  juftices  of  the 
peace  of  any  county  affembled  at  a fpecial  feffion  in  manner  by  the  faid  acf 
dire6led,  not  being  fewer  than  feven  or  the  major  part  of  them,  one  of  whom 
to  be  of  the  quorum,  if  they  fee  fit  upon  due  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  the 
county,  to  fignify  by  memorial,  by  them  figned,  to  the  lord  lieutenant  or 
other  chief  governor  or  governors  in  this  kingdom,  that  they  confider  their 
county  or  any  part  thereof  to  be  in  a ftate  of  difturbance  or  in  immediate 
danger  of  becoming  fo,  and  praying,  that  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  may 
proclaim  fuch  county  or  part  thereof  to  be  in  a ftate  of  difturbance,  there- 
upon it  lliall  be  lawful  for  the  lord  lieutenant  or  other  chief  governor  or  go- 
vernors of  this  kingdom  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  majefty’s  privy  coun- 
cil, by  proclamation  to  declare  fuch  county  or  any  part  of  fuch  county,  to 
be  in  a ftate  of  difturbance  or  in  immediate  danger  of  becoming  fo,  and  alfo, 
fuch  parts  of  any  adjoining  county  or  counties  as  fuch  chief  governor  or  go- 
vernors lhall  think  fit,  in  order  to  prevent  the  continuance  or  extenfion  of 
fuch  difturbance. 

And  whereas,  nineteen  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Londonderry, 
feveral  of  them  being  of  the  quorum,  being  the  major  part  of  the  juftices  of 
the  peace  duly  aflembled,  purfuant  to  the  faid  a^,  at  a fpecial  feftion  of  the 
peace  hoklen  at  Dunguicn,  in  the  faid  county,  on  Wcdnefday  the  fourth 
day  of  this  inftant  January,  have  by  a memorial,  by  them  figned,  fignified  to 
his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  that  certain  parts  of  the  faid  county  are  in 
a ftate  of  difturbance  or  in  imminent  tlanger  of  becoming  fo,  and  have  thereby 
prayed,  that  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  may  proclaim  the  parifii  of  Ba- 
nagher,  fituate  in  the  Barony  of  Kenaght,  and  half  Barony  of  Tirkceran,  the 
parilh  of  Beneagh,  the  parifii  of  Dunguien,  and  the  parilli  of  Baeleagh  fituate 
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in  the  Barony  of  Kenaght,  all  M'hich  pariihes  are  of  faid  county,  to  be  in  a 
hate  of  difturbance  or  in  imminent  dancjer  of  becoming;  fo. 

Now  we,  the  lord  lieutenant  do  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  majefty’s 
privy  council  in  purfuance  of  and  by  the  authority  to  us  given  by  the  faid 
a6l  of  parliament,  by  this  our  proclamation,  declare  the  faid  parilh  of  Ba- 
naghe,  fituate  in  the  half  Barony  of  Keenaght,  and  half  Barony  of  Tirkeerin, 
the  parhh  of  Beveagh,  the  parilh  of  Dunguien,  and  the  parilh  of  Baeleagh, 
fituate  in  the  Barony  of  Keenaght,  being  part  of  the  faid  county  of  London- 
derry, to  be  in  a ftate  of  difturbance  or  in  immediate  danger  of  becoming  fo, 
of  which  all  juftices  of  the  peace  and  other  magiftrates  and  peace  officers  of 
the  faid  county  of  Londonderry,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to 
take  notice. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Dublin,  the  7th  day  of  January,  1797- 


W.  Armagh 

O’Neil 

A.  Wolfe 

Clare,  C. 

Carleton 

R.  Rofs 

R.  Dublin 

Yelverton 

S.  Hamilton 

W.  Tuam 

J.  Beresford 

R.  Rofs 

Bcllamont 

H.  Langrifli 

L.  Moires. 

Clonmell 

H.  Cavendifh 

Perry 

D.  Latouche 

God  fave  the  King! 

No.  ClI. 

DoEtor  Francis  Moylan,  to  his  beloved  Flock,  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
the  Diocefe  of  Cork.  - {Page  6o6.) 

AT  a moment  of  fuch  general  alarm  and  confternation,  it  is  a duty  I owe 
to  you,  my  beloved  flock,  to  recall  to  your  minds  the  facred  principles  of 
loyalty,  allegiance  and  good  order,  that  nuift  direct  your  conduft  on  fuch  an 
awful  ocealion.  Charged  as  I am,  by  that  bleffed  Saviour,  whofe  birth  with 
grateful  hearts,  we  on  this  day  folemnize,  with  the  care  of  your  fouls,  in- 
terefted  beyond  expreflion  in  your  temjioral  and  eternal  welfare,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  me  to  exhort  you  to  that  peaceable  demeanor,  which  muft  ever  mark 
his  true  and  faithful  difciples. 


Loyalty 
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Loyalty  to  the  foverelgn,  and  refpe6l  for  the  conftituted  authorities,  have 
been  always  the  prominent  features  in  the  Chriftian  charafter,  and  by  patri- 
otifm  and  obedience  to  tire  eftahlilhed  form  of  government,  have  our  anceftors 
been  diftinguiihed  at  times,  and  under  circumftances  very  ditferent  from 
thefe  in  which  we  have  the  happinefs  to  live,  b'or,  hleffed  be  God,  we  are  no 
longer  llrangers  in  our  native  land,  no  longer  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
the  happy  conhitution  under  which  we  live,  no  longer  feparated  by  odious 
diftin6tions  f rom  our  fellow  fuhjefts.  To  our  gracious  fovereign  we  are  bound 
by  the  concurring  principles  of  gratitude  and  duty,  and  to  all  our  fellow  citi- 
2ens  by  mutual  intereft  and  Chriftian  charity. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  obvious  what  line  of  conduct  you  are  to 
adopt,  if  the  invaders,  vdio  are  faid  to  be  on  our  coafts,  fhould  make  good 
their  landing,  and  attempt  to  penetrate  into  our  country.  To  allure  you  to 
a co-operation  with  their  views,  they  will  not  fail  to  make  fpecious  profeffions, 
that  their  only  objet^  is  to  emancipate  you  from  the  pretended  tyranny  under 
which  you  groan;  and  to  reftore  you  thofe  rights,  of  which  they  will  fay  you 
are  deprived. 

You,  my  good  people,  whom  I particularly  addrefs,  who  are  ftrangers  to 
pafiing  occurrences,  had  you  knowm  in  wdiat  manner  they  fulfilled  fimilarpro- 
mifes  in  the  unfortunate  countries  into  wdiich,  on  the  faith  of  them,  they 
gained  admittance,  you  would  learn  caution  from  their  credulity,  and  difiruft 
men  who  have  trampled  on  all  laws,  human  and  divine;  Germany,  Flanders, 
Italy,  Holland,  to  fay  nothing  of  their  own,  once  the  happieft,  now  the  mofl 
miferable,  country  in  thewmrld,  can  atteft  the  irreparable  ruin,  defolation  and 
deftru6tion,  occafioned  by  French  fraternity. 

Be  not  deceived  by  the  lure  of  equalizing  property,  which  they  will  hold 
out  to  you,  as  they  did  to  the  above-mentioned  people;  for  the  poor,  inhead 
of  getting  any  part  of  the  fpoil  of  the  rich,  w'ere  robbed  of  their  own  little  pit- 
tance. 

Be  not  then  impofed  on  by  their  profeffions  ; they  come  only  to  rob,  plunder 
and  deftroy.  Lillen  not  to  their  agitating  abettors  in  this  country,  who  en- 
deavour by  every  means,  to  corrupt  your  princijiles,  but  join  heart  and  hand 
with  all  the  virtuous  and  honeft  members  of  the  community,  who  are  come 
forward  with  dittinguiihed  patriotifm,  as  well  to  refill:  the  invading  foe,  as  to 
countera6t  the  infidious  machinations  of  the  domeftic  enemies  and  unnatural 
children,  who  are  feeking  to  bring  on  their  native  country  the  ruin  and  un- 
told 
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told  evils  that  flow  from  anarchy  and  confufion.  Obey  the  laws  that  proted 
you  in  your  perfons  and  properties;  reverence  the  magiftrate  entrufted  with 
their  execution,  and  difplay  your  readinefs  to  give  him  every  afliftance  in 
your  power. 

Ad  thus,  my  beloved  brethren,  from  a principle  of  confcience,  and  you  will 
thereby  enfure  the  favor  of  your  God,  and  the  approbation  of  all  good  men; 
whereas  a contrary  condud  will  draw  down  inevitable  ruin  on  you  here,  and 
eternal  mifery  hereafter. 

I fliall  conclude  with  this  Ample  refledion,  if  the  fway  of  our  impious  in- 
vaders were  here  eftabliflied,  you  would  not,  my  beloved  people,  enjoy  the 
comfort  of  celebrating  this  aufpicious  day  with  gladnefs  and  thankfgiving, 
nor  of  uniting  with  all  Chriftians  on  earth,  and  with  the  celeftial  fpirits  in  hea- 
ven, in  finging,  Glory  to  God  on  high,  and  on  earth  peace  to  men  of  good 
will ! 

‘Ibth  December,  1796. 

Dodor  Caulfield,  having  attentively  perufed  and  confidered  the  foregoing 
feafonable  addrefs  of  the  worthy  Roman  Catholic  Bifliop  of  Cork  to  his  flock, 
lafl;  Chriftmas  day,  on  the  truly  alarming  report  of  an  hoftile  invafion  of  this 
country  by  the  French,  and  obferving  that  the  fafety,  the  intereft  and  duty 
of  the  people  are  fo  ftrongly  and  pathetically  prefled  and  inculcated  in  it,  moft 
gladly  adopts  the  fame,  and  molt  zealoufly  recommends  the  important  fubjed, 
the  pious  fpirit  and  loyal  orthodox  dodrine  of  it,  to  the  ferious  confideration 
and  pradical  notice  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  diocefe  of  Ferns;  with 
great  confidence  in  their  principles  as  Chriftians  and  fuhjeds,  that  nothing 
lhall  ever  warp  or  make  them  deviate  from  the  indifpcnfable  line  of  condud 
pointed  out  therein. 

IFeaford,  Jan.  7,  1797.  James  Caulfield. 


No.  cm. 

The  Appeal  of  the  People  of  Ulfter  to  their  Countrymen,  and  to  the  Em- 
pire at  large.  {Page  618.) 

Irishmen  ! 

OUR  beft  citizens  are  entombed  in  Baftiles  or  hurried  on 
board  Tenders ; our  wives  and  our  children  are  become  the  daily  vidims  of 
an  uncontrouled  and  licentious  foreign  foldiery ! 


Iriflimen  1 
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Irifhmen!  Ulfter,  one  of  your  faireft  provinces,  containing  one-third  of  the 
population  of  the  land.  Ulfter,  hitherto  the  pride  and  ftrength  of  Ireland,  is 
proclaimed,  and  put  under  the  ban  of  martial  law  I The  executive  govern- 
ment of  the  country  has  fentenced  us  to  military  execution,  without  trial, 
and  the  legiftature  of  the  country  has  fandtioned  this  illegal  a6t  without  en- 
quiry ! The  conftituted  authorities  of  the  land,  (without  condefcending  to 
examine  into  the  exiftence  of  our  grievances,  the  truth  of  the  outrages  alleged 
againft  us,  or  the  nature  of  the  circumftances  that  may  have  provoked  them,) 
have  ftigmatized  us  as  obje6ts  of  terror  to  the  reft  of  Ireland,  and  of  horror  to 
the  reft  of  Europe  ! 

What,  you  will  naturally  alk,  are  your  crimes  ? Hear  them : Our  enemies 
fay,  that  under  the  appellation  of  United  Irifhmen,  and  by  means  of  illegal 
oaths,  we  have  eftabliflied  and  organized  a horrid  fyftem  of  murder,  that  M^e 
are  the  avowed  enemies  of  all  order  and  good  government,  and  finally,  that 
our  ultimate  obje6t  is  pillage,  maffacre,  and  plunder!  Countrymen!  thefe 
charges  are  falfe ! they  are  malevolent ! for  the  only  proof  which  our  accufers 
have  pretended  to  'adduce  in  their  fupport  is,  that  in  one  whole  province, 
where  the  fervants  of  government  have,  for  the  laft  four  years,  by  a fyftem  of 
premeditated  perfecution,  endeavoured  to  drive  the  people  into  infurredion, 
a few  individuals,  Avho  had  rendered  themfelves  notorious  by  their  vindidive 
purfuit  of  this  fyftem,  have,  during  the  laft  fix  months,  loft  their  lives.  We 
do  not  defend  thefe  outrages  ; they  give  us  more  real  grief  than  they  do  to 
our  enemies. 

But,  how  has  it  happened  that  the  fame  horror  was  not  expreffed  by  the 
fame  perfons,  when  a civil  war  was  for  two  years  carrying  on  in  the  county  of 
Armagh,  againft  the  Catholics,  fupported  by  magifterial  exertions,  and  as  it 
was  faid,  b}^  minifterial  connivance?  Do  you  not  know,  countrymen,  that 
thefe  cruel  perfecutions  were  carryed  on  by  men,  not  only  enjoying  im- 
punity, but  boafting  that  they  were  ading  under  the  authority  of  government. 
Do  you  not  know  that  the  fame  fyftem  of  tyranny  and  terror  has  been  enforced 
with  various  fuccefs  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  north  ? that  Belfaft  has  been 
dragooned?  that  our  moft  virtuous  inhabitants  have  been  nearly  decimated  ? 
that  magiftrates  have  frequently  iftlied  forth,  by  day  and  by  night,  at  the  head 
of  parties  of  the  army,  to  fcour  the  country,  to  burn  the  houfes,  and  imprifon 
the  perfons  of  thofe  who  are  fufpeded  to  love  liberty?  Can  you  then  wonder, 
if  men,  who  have  made  themfelves  peculiarly  obnoxious  by  their  cruelties, 
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fhould  fometimes  fall  vidims  to  individual  vengeance?  However,  you  may 
lament  in  common  with  us,  can  you  be  furprifed  if  the  fon,  whofe  father 
has  been  torn  from  his  family  and  illegally  imprifoned,  or  carried  on  board 
the  fleet;  if  the  hutband,  whofe  wife  has  been  dragged  from  her  lying-in-bed, 
at  the  hour  of  midnight,  and  thrown  into  the  ftreet  to  fee  her  houfe  burned 
before  her  eyes;  if  the  father,  whofe  property  has  been  deftroyed,  and  his 
children  call;  out  into  want  and  mifery;  can  you  be  furprifed  even  if  men, 
who  are  daily  witnefles  to  fuch  tranfadions,  without  redrefs  and  without  the 
fliadow  of  legal  authority,  and  who  are  themfelves  fuffering  under  a grinding 
perfecution,  the  ads  of  which  cannot  be  eafily  particularifed,  but  which,  by 
its  unceafing  operation,  crulhes  and  deftroys;  can  you  be  furprifed,  if  men 
thus  fituated,  determined  not  to  be  forced  into  infurre61ion,  Ihould  feek  to 
afluage  their  revenge,  and  vainly  hope  to  flop  the  current  of  general  calamity 
by  the  aflaflination  of  the  moft  atrocious  of  their  perfecutors?  Do  not,  we 
befecch  you,  falfely  impute  their  ads  to  the  moral  depravity  of  any  body  of 
men:  No;  if  the  hands  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  were  not  reflrained 
by  the  flrongefl  ties  of  duty  and  religion,  the  highefl  heads  and  mofl  over- 
bearing fpirits  of  our  oppreflbrs  would  have  long  fince  expiated  their  tyranny. 

We  have  told  you,  countrymen,  the  charges  exhibited  againft  us,  hear  now 
the  fads,  and  for  the  truth  of  them  we  folemnly  appeal  to  the  fearcher  of 
liearts.  We  are  under  an  obligation  (and  glory  in  it)  to  promote  a brother- 
hood of  afledion  among  Iriflimen  of  every  religious  perfuafion.  We  are 
united  in  an  organifed  fyflem,  not  to  promote  murder,  but  to  promote  peace; 
not  to  deflroy  perfous  and  property,  but  to  fave  both  from  deflrudion. 
Laftly,  beloved  countrymen  ! we  are  mofl  folemnly  pledged,  (a  pledge  we  will 
never  forfeit,)  to  co-operate  with  you  in  every  temperate  and  rational  meafure 
for  obtaining  the  freedom  of  our  country,  by  a full  and  adequate  reprefen- 
tation  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  without  regard  to  religious  diflindions. 

Thefe  are  the  crimes  of  Ulfter.  They  are  the  common  crimes  of  Ireland. 
How  Ihould  it  be  otherwife,  when  they  arife  from  the  duty  we  owe  to  our 
country  and  to  our  God?  Yes,  Iriflimen!  the  facred  flame  has  become  ge- 
neral? That  which  originated  in  Antrim,  has  been  reverberated  from  Cork, 
and  all  the  intermediate  fjiace  from  Wicklow  to  Mayo  glows  with  the  fame 
cnthufiafm.  It  has  been  our  glory  to  raife  the  abutments,  to  you  belongs  the 
flill  more  glorious  talk  of  crowning  the  arch. 

Our  intentions  have  been,  and  flill  are  to  obtain  the  great  objeds  of  our 
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purfuit,  through  the  means  of  calm  difcuffion,  and  their  own  unqueftionaWe 
juftice.  The  common  enemy  knows,  that  thefe  are  the  moft  powerful  and  ir- 
refiftible  weapons.  It  is,  therefore,  that  they  have  pra6tifed  upon  us  a fyftem 
of  reiterated  aggreflion,  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  civilized  nations,  for 
the  purpofe  of  goading  us  into  infurre6tion,  or  driving  us  into  defpair.  They 
have  hitherto  failed,  and  they  will  ftill  fail,  thanks  to  that  bountiful  Being  who 
has  endued  us  with  patience  as  well  as  courage. 

M'e  can  even  yet  endure  for  our  country’s  fake.  But,  countrymen  ! is 
there  not  a point,  beyond  which  forbearance  becomes  a crime,  and  human 
nature  is  incapable  of  enduring?  Shall  we  be  forced  beyond  that  point  ? If  we 
fhould,  our  poor  and  feeble  oppretfors  would  find,  that  United  Ireland  could, 
in  an  inftant,  trample  them  to  duft. 

To  our  national  armed  force,  whether  militia  or  yeomanry,  we  peculiarly 
appeal.  Soldiers!  when  you  took  up  arms  to  defend  your  country,  did  you 
intend  to  turn  them  againft  your  countrymen  ? Was  it  to  raife  the  Catholic 
againft  the  Proteftant,  and  the  Proteftant  againfl;  the  Catholic  that  you  ar- 
rayed? Was  it  to  fupportan  adminiftration  which  has  brought  your  country 
to  the  verge  of  deftrublion,  by  a wicked  war  againft  liberty  abroad,  and  a ftill 
more  wicked  war  againft  liberty  at  home,  that  you  fwore  allegiance?  If 3^011 
fiiould  ever,  with  parricidal  hearts,  turn  your  arms  againft  3'our  fellow-citizens, 
whofe  only  crime  is  their  patriotifm,  would  you  not  feel  that  you  were  guilty 
of  treafon,  rebellion  and  perjury  againft  your  king,  your  country,  and  your 
God?  Think  then  in  time,  remember  you  are  Irilhmen ! Remember  that  you 
muft  fiiortly  anfwer  for  every  a^t  of  murder,  or  even  pillage  that  3^011  might  be 
induced,  by  unjuft  orders,  to  commit,  before  that  Being  who  is  the  avenger  of 
the  opprefied. 

To  the  Britifii  nation  rve  alfo  appeal ! Is  it  criminal,  Britons  1 to  follow  the 
example  of  3’our  renowned  anceftors?  If  3^011  feel  the  defeCts  in  3’our  repre- 
fentation,  and  if  you  are  fenfible  that  3^011  as  well  as  Ave,  have  been  pre- 
cipitated into  the  moft  Avicked  and  deftru6tiA^e  Avars,  in  confequence  of  thefe 
defects,  can  you  poflibly  blame  us  Avhofe  reprefen tation  is  infinitely  more  ina- 
dequate, for  our  peaceable  exertions  to  remed3^  thofe  defects?  Shall  Ireland 
be  confidered  as  hoftile,  becaufe  ftie  has  caught  a fpark  of  that  holy  fire,  Avhich 
Avas  kept  alive  in  3’our  ifland,  Avdien  furrounding  Europe  Avas  funk  under  a 
barbarous  defpotifm  ? But  you  Avill  be  told  that  AV'e  AA  ilh  to  get  rid  of  the  con- 
nexion. If  that  conneclion  onl3^  exifted  in  the  manifold  evils,  Avhich  have 
VoL.  II.  7 k been 
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been  heaped  upon  us  by  the  prefent  abominable  adminiftration,  m'C  fare 
would  whli  for  a reparation. 

But,  fellow  fabje6ls,  conne61ed  as  we  are  by  the  ties  of  blood — of  com- 
mon language  and  polity — intimately  conne6ted  as  v^e  are  by  our  relative 
fituation  with  each  other,  and  with  the  reft  of  the  world,  as  well  as  by  our 
mutual  wants  and  redundancies — fo  far  from  wifliing  to  leflen  thefe  ties  of 
connexion,  we  call  upon,  we  entreat  you  to  unite  ftill  farther  with  us  in  the 
juft  and  neceflary  work  of  reform.  We  conjure  you,  by  the  manes  of  your 
Lockes,  your  Sidneys,  your  Hampdens,  and  your  Ruflels,  to  join  us  in  a 
great  and  united  effort  to  fave  the  empire  from  deftru6lion  by  the  only  mea- 
fiire  whieh  can  fave  it — A radical  reform  in  the  reprefen tation  of  the  people. 
The  removal  of  your  prefent  wicked  minifters  will  only  operate  as  a tempo- 
rary relief ; the  caufe  of  all  our  evils  would  ftill  remain.  Had  not  your  mi- 
nifter  known  that  his  influence,  owing  to  the  defe6live  ftate  of  our  reprefen- 
tation,  enabled  him  to  draw  from  Ireland  150,000  men  to  recruit  the  army, 
and  40,000  feamen  to  man  the  fleet  of  the  empire,  he  would  not  fo  rapidly 
have  ruflied  into  this  deteftable  war,  which  has  brought  you  as  well  as  us  to 
the  brink  of  ruin.  Britons!  Remember  the  wmrds  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
ftatefman  that  ever  adorned  your  country  or  dire6fed  your  councils ; of 
that  Pitt  who  conduced  the  empire  to  glory  abroad,  whilft  he  cherillied  liber- 
ty at  home.  In  the  year  ] 766,  wdien  Maffachufets  was  charged  with  rebel- 
lion, as  Ulfter  is  now,  “ I rejoice  that  America  has  refifted,”  faid  that  great 
man.  “ Three  millions  of  people,  fo  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of  liberty  as 
“ voluntarily  to  fubmit  to  be  flaves,  would  have  been  fit  inftruments  to  make 
“ flaves  of  the  reft.  If  America  w^as  to  fall,”  continued  he,  “ flie  would  fall 
“ like  the  ftrong  man ; flie  -would  embrace  the  pillars  of  the  ftate,  and  pull 
“ down  the  conftitution  with  her.  She  has  been  wronged ; flie  has  been 
“ driven  to  madnefs  by  injuftice : Will  you  punifli  her  for  the  madnefs  you 
“ have  occafioned  ?”  His  councils  fucceeded— the  obnoxious  law's  were  re- 
pealed, and  America  fat  down  contented.  Shortly  after,  the  fyftem  of  coer- 
cion was  again  reforted  to,  and  America  was  loft. 

Finally,  we  appeal  to  the  Father  of  the  Univerfe,  whofe  almighty  power 
we  invoke  to  condu6l  us  by  the  paths  of  peace,  to  liberty  and  happinefs. 

Uth,  1797. 
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COUNTY  ARMAGH. 


Whereas  I have  this  day  received  a requifition,  figned  by  the  undernamed 
gentlemen,  to  call  a meeting  of  the  nobility,  gentry,  clergy,  and  freeholders 
of  the  county.  Now  I do  hereby  appoint  fuch  meeting  to  be  held  at  the 
feffion-houfe  in  Armagh,  at  one  o’clock,  onWednefday  next  igth  inft. 

Armagh,  April  \Ath,  1797.  R.  B.  Sparrow,  Sheriff, 


Wm,  Brownlovc 
Caufield 

Wm.  Richardfon 
Robert  Cam.  Cope 
A.  T.  Stuart 
K.  Cope 
Alex.  Hamilton 
John  Moore 
A.  Thompfon 
J.  Turner 


Jof.  Atkinfon 
J.  Steele 
John  Maxwell 
Jof.  M'Geough 
A.  Macan 
J.  A,  Hamilton 
J.  Lawfon 
Corry  M‘Connell 
J.  Read 
W’^m.  Irvin 


Jas.  Johnfton 
Wm.  Biffet 
Samuel  Clofe 
George  Perry 

J.  Seaver 

Chari.  M.  Warburton 
Geo.  Atkinfon 

K.  Livingflon 
M.  Obins. 


Purfuant  to  the  above,  the  mofl  refpe6fable  meeting  ever  known  in  this 
county,  of  the  nobility,  gentry,  clergy  and  freeholders,  took  place,  the  High 
Sheriff  in  the  chair,  the  following  addrefs  was  agreed  on  (with  only  one  dif- 
fenting  voice)  and  being  figned  by  the  Sheriff,  was  given  to  the  two  county 
members,  to  be  by  them  prefented  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant, 
to  tranfmit  the  fame  to  his  majefty  as  the  fentiments  of  their  conflituents. 


To  the  King’s  Mojl  Excellent  Majesty. 

Sire, 

IN  the  moment  of  calamity,  in  the  hour  of  impending 
diftrefs,  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, with  reverence  approach  the  throne,  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  of  the 
highefl  refpeft  and  affe6fion  for  your  majefiy’s  perfon,  and  unalterable  at- 
tachment to  the  true  principles  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  and  to  folicit 
your  majefty,  to  avert  from  the  empire  that  total  luin,  in  which  a war  of 
unexampled  ferocity  and  misfortune  has  almoft  irretrievably  involved  a brave 
and  loyal  people. 

With  aftonifliment,  we  have  beheld  your  majefty’s  minifters,  obftinately 
perfifting  in  a vain  conteft,  which  hath  already  fpread  through  Europe,  mi- 
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fery  and  devaltation.  At  home,  Sire,  their  conduct  has  been  marked  Nvith 
greedy  exa6tion,  with  avaricious  and  infatiable  rapacity;  and  abroad  tliey 
have  manifefted  a prodigality  unlimited,  and  an  incapacity  almoft  incredible. 

When  they  firft  raddy  precipitated  the  nation  into  this  unprincipled  war, 
they  bold!}'  predi6ted  the  deftruclion  of  the  French  Republic  and  French 
])olitical  principles,  the  extenfion  of  our  own  commerce  and  a lafting  and 
glorious  peace. 

Infread  of  realizing  thefe  golden  dreams  they  have,  by  external  prelfure, 
confolidated  the  heterogeneous  parts  of  the  French  Republic  into  one  folid 
and  indilfoluble  body,  they  have  difleininated  French  principles,  with  a rapi- 
dity proportioned  to  their  efforts  for  exterminating  them  ; and,  having  ruined 
our  commerce,  loaded  us  with  enormous  taxes,  and  mocked  us  with  delufive 
hopes  of  peace,  they  feemed  determined  to  wage  an  endlefs  war,  without 
refources  and  without  any  clear  and  defined  obje6t. 

Under  the  guidance  of  thefe  men,  the  power  of  the  Britifli  empire  has 
been  diminilhed,  and  its  glory  and  honor  deftroyed — perhaps  for  ever.  They 
found  us  in  poifeffion  of  a commerce,  co-extenfive  with  the  world;  of  re- 
fources, which  they  themfelves  boafted  were  inexhauftible ; and  of  allies, 
M'hofe  combined  powers  they  confidered  irrefiftible.  Their  boundlefs  prodi- 
gality has  difiipated  thefe  refources,  their  infatuation  has  eftranged  our  allies, 
our  commerce  has  dwindled  into  infignificance,  our  public  credit  blafted  at 
their  inaufpicious  touch,  has  fhrunk  into  non-exiftence. 

Your  majefty’s  fubjefts  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  bear  not  only  a por- 
tion of  thofe  calamities,  under  which  the  conftitution  totters,  and  the  whole 
empire  groans,  but  labour  under  diftreffes  and  miferies  peculiar  to  themfelves. 

We  complain.  Sire,  that  the  Britifli  conftitution  is  enjoyed  by  us  in  name 
only.  The  Englifli  cabinet  is  the  real  efficient  power,  Avhich  guides,  dire6fs, 
and  aduates  the  Irifli  government.  Through  their  influence,  laws  are  capriy 
cioufly  made  and  repealed.  Under  their  guidance,  a fyftem  of  organized 
corruption  has  eftablilhed  itfelf : their  meafures  are  carried  into  effedt,  not 

arguments  drawn  from  reafon  and  policy,  but  by  the  efforts  of  venality, 
frontlefs  and  unbluflnng.  Coercive  laws  are  made  and  penalties  infli6fed, 
altogether  difproportioned  to  the  alleged  offences.  The  people  are  goaded 
to  madnefs  by  accumulated  miferies  and  oppreffion,  and  if  they  figh,  or  mur- 
mur, the  figh  is  treafon,  and  the  murmur  death.  The  convention  bill  has 
taken  from  your  majefty’s  fubjeds,  even  the  right  to  complain,  the  laft  fad 
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refuge  of  cliftrell  and  fuffering  luimanity.  An  enemy  powerful  and  full  of 
animofitv,  has  appeared  on  our  coafts,  and  in  the  moment  of  diftrcfs,  our 
government  manifefted  itfelf  impotent  and  incapable  of  prote61ing  the  people: 
yet  when  the  winds  had  providentially  prevented  the  intended  invafion,  it 
prepared,  not  to  refift  the  returning  foe,  but  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the 
people  by  defpoiling  them  of  their  only  protcftion — their  arms. 

Your  fubjects.  Sire,  are  daily  committed  to  prifon,  under  the  infurrcftion 
a6t,  for  frivolous  caufes;  and,  that  one  cmelty  may  be  fuperadded  to  another, 
the  habeas  corpus  a6t  has  been  fufpended,  and  innocent  and  unoffending 
men  confined  without  hope  of  trial,  liberation,  or  redrefs.  The  richeff  and 
molt  populous  province  in  the  kingdom  has  been,  in  defiance  of  truth  and 
juftice,  ftigmatized  and  illegally  treated,  as  in  a ftate  of  infurre6tion ; our 
moft  ufeful  citizens,  torn  from  their  families  and  deareft  connexions,  are  with- 
out trial  by  jury,  dragged  to  the  fleet,  like  the  moft  atrocious  felons  ; and 
military  coercion  has  taken  place  of  common  law. 

Sire,  we  humbly  fubmit  to  your  confideration,  that  if  your  people  were 
fairly  an'd  adequately  reprcfented  in  parliament,  moft  of  thefe  evils  would 
have  been  prevented  in  their  very  origin. 

In  this  kingdom,  three-fourths  of  your  majefty’s  loyal  people  are  aliens  to 
many  of  the  bleffmgs  of  the  conftitution  : the  Roman  Catholics  exift  under 
reftridfions  hoftile  to  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  and  difgraceful  to  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  Your  majefty’s  minifters.  Sire,  ungeneroufly  taking 
advantage  of  thefe  reftrictions,  have  too  long  propagated  amongfl  us  religious 
animofities,  and  the  fiery  perfecutions  of  mercilefs  bigotry.  Againft  thefe 
men,  at  this  moment,  Sire,  Iriihmen  of  every  religious  perfuafion  lift  up 
their  voice  with  one  accord  ; we  arraign  them  of  crimes  at  which  humanity 
flmdders,  and  from  which  Chriftianity  turns  an  ahhorent  eye.  Of  thefe 
enormities  we  accufe  them  before  our  country,  before  the  whole  Britifh  em- 
pire, before  our  king,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  in  the  prefence  of  GOD. 

For  thefe  reafons,  Sire,  we  pray  your  majefty  to  aid  your  people  in  reform- 
ing the  parliament,  in  emancipating  the  Catholics,  and  to  difmifs  your  pre- 
fent  minifters  from  your  councils  for  ever. 
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No.  CIV. 

Mr,  Pelham's  Letter  to  General  Lake,  Zd  ISIarch.  (P.  624.) 

Dublin  Caftle,  Zd  March,  1797. 

Sir, 

I AIM  commanded  by  my  lord  lieutenant  to  acquaint  you, 
that  from  the  information  received  by  his  excellency  with  refpe6l  to  various 
parts  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  additional  meafures  to  thofe  hitherto  employ- 
ed for  preferving  the  public  peace  are  become  necelfary.  It  appears  that  in 
the  counties  of  Down,  Antrim,  Tyrone,  Derry  and  Donegal,  fecret  and 
treafonable  alfociations  ftill  continue  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  that  the  per- 
fons  concerned  in  thefe  afllbciations  are  attempting  to  defeat  all  the  exertions 
of  the  loyal  and  well-difpofed,  by  the  means  of  terror ; that  they  threaten  the 
lives  of  all  who  lhall  venture,  from  regard  to  their  duty  and  oath  of  allegience, 
to  difcover  their  treafons ; that  they  alfemble  in  great  numbers  by  night, 
and  by  threats  and  force  difarm  the  peaceable  inhabitants  ; that  they  have  fired 
on  his  majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace  when  endeavouring  to  apprehend  them 
in  their  nodurnal  robberies  ; that  they  threaten  by  papers,  letters  and  notices^ 
the  perfons  of  thofe,  wdio  fliall  in  any  manner  refifi  or  oppofe  them  ; that  in 
their  nightly  excurfions  for  the  purpofe  of  difarming  his  majefty’s  loyal  fub- 
je6ts,  they  difguife  their  perfons  and  countenances ; that  they  endeavour  to 
colled  gneat  quantities  of  arms  in  concealed  hiding  places ; that  they  have 
cut  down  great  numbers  of  trees  on  the  eftates  of  the  gentry,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  making  pikes;  that  they  have  ftolen  great  quantities  of  lead  for  the 
purpofe  of  calling  bullets  ; that  they  privately  by  night,  exercife  in  the  prac- 
tice of  arms ; that  they  endeavour  to  intimidate  perfons  from  joining  the 
yeomanry  corps  eftablilhed  by  law,  in  order  to  refill  a foreign  enemy ; they 
lefufe  to  employ  as  manufadurers,  thofe  who  enlift  in  the  corps ; that  they  not 
only  threaten  but  ill-treat  the  perfons  of  the  yeomanry,  and  even  attack  their 
houfes  by  night,  and  proceed  to  the  barbarous  extremity  of  deliberate  and 
fhocking  murder,  as  was  exemplified  in  their  recent  attack  and  murder  by 
night  of  Mr.  Comyns,  of  Newtownards,  and  that  they  profefs  a refolution 
to  aflift  the  enemies  of  his  majefty,  if  they  lliould  be  enabled  to  land  in  this 
kingdom.  It  further  appears,  that  thefe  difturbanees  and  outrages  exift,  and 
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even  increafe,  as  well  in  the  clirtri6ts  which  have  been  proclaimed,  as  in  other 
parts  of’  the  country.  In  order  therefore  to  reduce  the  perfons  engaged  in 
the  aforcfaid  treafonable  affociations  and  guilty  of  the  faid  atrocious  outrages, 
to  fubordinatlon  to  the  laws,  and  to  give  confidence  to  the  well-difpofed 
among  his  majefty’s  fuhje6ts,  and  fecurity  to  their  properties  and  their  live's, 
and  to  prevent  any  alfiftance  being  given  to  the  enemy  by  the  didoyal 
and  difaffe6led,  his  excellency  has  commanded  me  to  communicate  to  you 
his  pofitive  orders,  that  you  take  the  moft  immediate  and  decifive  meafures 
for  difpofing  of  the  military  force  under  your  command,  aided  by  the  yeo- 
manry corps,  for  i«imediately  difarming  all  perfons  fo  commiffioned,  or  per- 
fons holding  commiflions,  the  authority  of  the  yeomanry  act,  or  perfons  act- 
ing under  officers  fo  commiffioned,  and  after  making  fuch  difpofition  you 
are  defired  to  carry  fuch  difarming  into  effect. 

ilis  excellency  gives  you  this  full  authority,  in  order  to  give  your  difere- 
tion  the  greateft  latitude,  relying  at  the  fame  time  on  your  prudence  and  dif- 
cernment  in  the  exercife  of  it,  fo  that  the  peaceable  and  well-affe6ted  may 
be  prote6ted  againft  the  evil  defigns  of  thofe  who  have  threatened  their  lives 
and  property  with  deftruction. 

His  excellency  further  authorizes  you  to  employ  force  againft  any  peidbns 
alfembled  in  arms,  not  legally  authorized  fo  to  be,  to  difperfe  all  tumultuous 
alfemblies  of  perfons,  though  they  may  not  be  in  arms,  without  waiting  for 
the  fan6tion  and  affiftance  of  the  civil  authority,  if  in  your  opinion  the  peace 
of  the  realm,  and  the  fafety  of  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubje<5ls  may  be  endan- 
gered by  waiting  for  fuch  authority. 

His  excellency  further  authorizes  you  to  confider  thofe  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, where  the  outrages  before  ftated  have  been  committed,  or  where  they 
ffiall  arife,  as  being  in  a ftate  that  requires  all  the  meafures  of  exertion  and 
precaution,  which  a country  depending  upon  military  force  alone  for  its  pro- 
tection would  require  : and  you  are  therefore  required  to  ftation  your  troops 
with  a view  to  interrupt  communication  between  thofe  whom  you  may  have 
reafon  to  fufpeft  of  evil  defigns  ; to  eftabliffi  patroles  on  the  high  roads  or 
other  palfes,  and  to  ftop  all  perfons  paffing  and  repaffing  after  certain  hours 
of  the  night,  and  in  order  completely  to  carry  into  effe6t  any  orders  or  re- 
gulations which,  in  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  may  be  confidered  by  you 
as  neceffary,  you  are  authorized  to  iffue  notices,  ftating  the  regulations,  and 
calling  upon  his  majefty’s  fubjects  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  therein. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c.  T,  P. 

Genej'al 
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General  Lake's  Proclamation. 

Belfajl,  March  13M,  1797. 

WHEREAS  the  daring  and  horrid  outrages  in  many  parts  of  this  province, 
evidently  perpetrated  with  a view  to  fuperfede  the  laws  and  the  adininiftra- 
tion  of  juflice,  by  an  organized  fyftem  of  murder  and  robbery,  have  encreafed 
to  fuch  an  alarming  degree,  as  from  their  ati'ocity  and  extent,  to  bid  defiance 
to  the  civil  power,  and  to  endanger  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  majefty's 
faithful  fubjefts. 

And  whereas,  the  better  to  elfeft  their  traitorous  purpofes,  feveral  perfons 
Avho  have  been  enrolled  under  the  authority  of  his  majefty’s  commiflions,  and 
others,  have  been  forcibly  and  traitoroufty  deprived  of  their  arms,  it  is  there- 
fore become  indifpenfably  neceflary  for  the  fafety  and  protection  of  the  well- 
difpofed,  to  interpofe  the  king’s  troops  under  my  command,  and  I do  hereby 
give  notice,  that  I have  received  authority  and  dire61ions  to  a6t  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  the  public  fafety  may  require : I therefore  hereby  enjoin  and  require 
all  perfons  in  this  diftri6t  (peace  officers  and  thofe  ferving  in  a military  capa- 
city excepted)  forthwith  to  bring  in  and  furrender  up  all  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, which  they  may  have  in  their  pofleffion,  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
king's  troops  in  their  neighbourhood. 

I truft  that  an  immediate  compliance  with  this  order  may  render  any  a6l 
of  mine  to  enforce  it  unneceftary. 

Let  the  people  ferioufly  refle6l  before  it  is  too  late  on  the  ruin,  into  which 
they  are  rulhing;  let  them  refledl  on  their  prefent  profperity  and  themiferies 
in  which  they  will  inevitably  be  involved  by  perfifting  in  a6fs  of  pofitive 
rebellion;  let  them  inftantly  by  furrendering  up  their  arms  and  by  reftoring 
thofe  traitoroufly  taken  from  the  king’s  forces,  refeue  themfelves  from  the 
feverity  of  military  authority.  Let  all  the  loyal  and  Avell-intentioned  aef  to- 
gether with  energy  and  fpirit  in  enforcing  fubordination  to  the  laws,  and 
reftoring  tranquillity  in  their  refpedive  neighbourhoods,,  and  they  may  be 
aflured  of  proteftion  and  fupport  from  me. 

And  I do  hereby  invite  all  perfons,  who  are  enabled  to  give  information 
touching  arms  and  ammunition  which  may  be  concealed,  immediately  to 
communicate  the  fame  to  the  feveral  officers  commanding  his  majefty’s  forces 
in  their  refpeefive  diftridts ; and  for  their  encouragement  and  reward,  I do 
hereby  promife  and  engage,  that  ftriftand  inviolable  fccrecy  fliall  be  obferved 
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with  refpe6l  to  all  peifons  who  ihall  make  communication;  and  that  every  per- 
fou  who  iliall  make  it  fliall  receive  a reward  the  full  value  of  all  fuch  arms  and 
ammunition. 

G.  Lake,  Lieut.  Gen. 
Commanding  the  Northern  Diftri(5t. 


No.  CV. 


Bi/  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Lreland^a  Proclamation.  (P.  627.) 
CAiNIDEN. 

WHEREAS  there  exifts  within  this  kingdom  a feditious 
and  traitorous  confpiracy,  by  a number  of  perfons  ftiling  themfelves  United 
Irifhmen,  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  authority  of  his  majefty  and  the  parliament, 
and  the  deftru6lion  of  the  eftabliflied  conftitution  and  government;  and 
wdiereas,  for  the  execution  of  fuch  their  wicked  defigns,  they  have  planned 
means  of  open  violence,  and  formed  fecret  arrangements  for  railing,  arming 
and  paying  a difciplined  force ; and  in  furtherance  of  their  purpofes  have  fre- 
quently aflembled  in  great  and  unufual  numbers,  under  the  colourable  pretence 
of  planting  or  digging  potatoes,  attending  funerals  and  the  like,  and  have 
frequently  aflembled  in  large  armed  bodies,  and  plundered  of  arms  the  houfes 
of  many  of  his  majefty ’s  loyal  fubje6ls  in  difterent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  cut 
down  and  carried  away  great  numbers  of  trees  wherewith  to  make  handles  for 
pikes  and  other  offenfive  weapons  to  arm  their  traiterous  aflbciates,  and  have  au- 
dacioufly  attempted  to  difarm  the  diftridt  or  yeomanry  corps  enrolled  under  his 
majefty’s  commiflion  for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  and  even  fired  upon  feveral 
bodies  of  his  majefty’s  forces  when  attempting  to  quell  their  infurreftions  ; 
and  it  is  therefore  now  become  neceflary  to  ufe  the  utmoft  powers,  with  which 
government  is  by  law  entrufted  for  the  fupprelfion  of  fuch  traiterous  at- 
tempts : and  whereas  the  exertions  of  the  civil  po^ver  have  proved  ineffectual 
for  the  fupprelfion  of  the  aforefaid  traiterous  and  wicked  confpiracy,  and  for 
the  protection  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  majelty’s  faithful  fubjeCts. 

Now  we,  the  lord  lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  privy  council, 
having  determined  as  far  as  in  us  lies  to  fupprefs  fuch  daring  attempts,  and  at 
the  fame  time  defirous  to  prevent  the  well-difpofed  or  milled  from  falling  into 
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the  dangers,  to  which  ignorance  or  in  caution  may  expofe  them,  do  by  this  our 
proclamation  forewarn  all  fuch  to  abftaiii  from  entering  into  the  faid  traiterous 
focieties  of  United  Iriflunen,  or  any  of  them,  and  from  refortingto  their  meet- 
ings, or  a6ling  under  their  directions  or  influence,  or  taking  or  adhering  to  any 
of  their  declarations  or  engagements,  and  from  fuffering  them  to  aflemble  in 
their  houfes,  or  in  any  manner  harbouring  them.  And  we  do  ftri6lly  charge 
and  command,  on  their  allegiance,  all  perfons  having  knowledge  or  informa- 
tion of  the  meetings  of  the  faid  focieties,  or  any  of  them,  to  give  immediate 
information  thereof  to  fome  of  his  majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  to  fome 
officer  of  his  majefty’s  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  where  fuch 
meeting  is  intended.  And  we  do  forewarn  all  perfons  from  tumultuous  or 
unlawful  aflemblies,  or  from  meeting  in  unufual  numbers,  under  the  plaufible 
or  colourable  pretence  aforefaid,  or  any  other  whatfoever. 

And  we  caution  his  majefly’s  loyal  and  loving  fubje6ls  whenever  fuch  af- 
femblies  fliall  happen,  or  that  they  receive  notice  from  any  magiftrate  or  from 
the  officer  commanding  any  body  of  his  majefty's  forces,  to  keep  quietly 
within  their  dwellings,  to  the  end  that  the  well-difpofed  may  avoid  the  mif- 
chiefs,  which  the  guilty  may  bring  upon  themfelves. 

And  as  it  has  become  neceffary,  from  the  circumflances  before  mentioned, 
to  employ  the  military  force,  with  which  we  are  by  law  entrufted  for  the  im- 
mediate fuppreflTion  of  fuch  rebellious  and  traiterous  attempts  now  making 
againft  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  fafety  of  the  lives  and 
properties  of  his  majefty's  loyal  fubjefts,  have  therefore  iffued  the  moft 
direct  and  eff'eclual  orders  to  all  officers  commanding  his  majefty’s  troops,  by 
the  exertions  of  their  utmoft  force,  and  with  their  full  power  to  oppofe  all  fuch 
as  Iball  refift  them  in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

And  we  do  hereby  ftriclly  charge  and  command  all  our  officers  civil  and 
military,  and  all  other  his  majefty’s  loving  fubjedts,  to  life  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  difcover  all  pikes,  pike  heads,  concealed  guns  and  fwords,  ofienfive 
weapons  or  ammunition  of  any  kind  whatfoever. 

And  we  do  hereby  charge  and  command  all  perfons  having  in  their  cuftody 
j)ikes,  pike  heads,  or  concealed  guns,  fwords,  oftenfive  weapons  or  ammunition 
whatfoever,  to  deliver  up  the  fame  to  fome  magiftrate  or  officer  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s troops,  as  they  lhall  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

And  we  do  hereby  ftridtly  charge  and  command  all  officers  civil  and  mili- 
taiy,  and  all  other  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjects,  to  be  aiding  and  afiifting  in 
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fuppreffing  all  traiterous,  tumultuous  or  unlawful  affemblies,  and  in  bringing 
to  punidunent  all  perfons  difturbing  or  attempting  to  difturb  the  public  peace. 

And  whereas  we  have  reafon  to  hope  that  many  of  his  majefty's  fubjefts  who 
have  joined  the  faid  traiterous  focieties,  have  done  fo  without  having  been  ap- 
prifed  of  the  extent  of  their  crime,  and  others  from  intimidation,  and  that 
fuch  may  he  willing  to  return  to  their  allegiance— Now  we  being  defirous  to 
extend  his  majefty’s  pardon  to  all  fuch  as  are  fenfihle  of  their  errors  and  will 
return  to  their  allegiance,  do  hereby  promife  his  majefty’s  moft  gracious  par- 
don to  all  fuch  perfons  fo  feduced  and  intimidated,  as  have  taken  an  engage- 
ment to  the  faid  focieties,  or  any  of  them,  who  fhall  on  or  before  the  24th  day 
of  June  next  furrender  themfelves  to  any  of  his  majefty’s  juftices  of  the  quo- 
rum of  the  counties,  in  which  they  lhall  refpeftively  refide,  and  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  and  enter  into  fufficient  recognizances,  with  two  fufficient  fecu- 
rities,  if  fecurities  fliall  be  required  by  the  magiftrate  before  whom  fuch  recog- 
nizances fliall  be  acknowledged,  which  recognizance  every  fuch  magiftrate  is 
hereby  required  to  return  to  the  next  general  feflion  of  the  peace  or  aflizes  to 
be  holden  in  and  for  the  county,  in  which  fuch  recognizance  fliall  be  taken 
refpe6lively,  to  be  of  the  peace  and  good  behaviour  for  the  fpace  of  feven 
years,  fave  and  except  all  fuch  as  have  been  guilty  of  murder,  confpiracy  of 
murder,  burglary,  burning  of  houfes,  corn  or  hay,  ftacks  of  ftraw  or  turf,  ma- 
licioufly  digging  up  or  injuring  or  deftroying  any  potatoes,  flax  or  hemp,  rape 
or  corn  of  any  kind  planted  or  fowed,  or  deftroying  meadows  or  hay,  maiming 
or  houghing  of  cattle,  adminiftering  or  caufmg  to  be  adminiftered  any  unlaw- 
ful oath  or  eng‘agement  to  any  of  his  majefty’s  forces  of  any  defeription,  or 
inciting  or  encouraging  any  perfon  to  commit  any  of  the  aforefaid  offences 
refpedlively,  and  fave  and  except  all  perfons  now  in  cuftody. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublin,  the  17th  day  of  May,  1797' 


W.  Armagh, 
Clare,  C. 
Chas.  Cafliel, 
W.  Tuam, 
Waterford, 
Drogheda, 
Weftmeath, 
Shannon, 
Clanbraflie, 


Altamont, 

Glendore, 

Portarlington, 

Farnham, 

Carhampton, 

Clonmell, 

Ely, 

Gosford,  H. 
Meath, 
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Carleton, 

Yelverton, 

J.  Fofter, 

J.  Beresford, 
Denis  Brown, 
T.  Pelham, 

H.  Cavendifli, 
J.  Blaquiere, 
H.  Langrifli, 
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Theo.  JoneSj 
Jof.  Cooper, 
James  Cuffe, 
Geo.  Ogle, 


D.  Latouche,  Robert  Rofs, 

J.  M.  ]\Iafon,  Ifaac  Cony, 

Arthur  Wolfe,  S.  Hamilton, 

James  Fitzgerald,  L.  IMorres. 


clitious  and  traiterous  confpiracy  of  perfons  ftiling  themfelves  United  Irifli- 
men,  I am  commanded  by  his  excellency  to  tranfmit  to  your  lordihip  a copy 
of  the  proclamation  iffued  on  this  fubjedt,  and  to  defire  that  your  lordihip  will 
ilTue  the  neceffary  orders  to  the  troops  under  your  command  in  confequence 
thereof ; his  excellency  has  diredled  me  to  reprefent  to  your  lordihip,  that  as 
the  traiterous  and  treafonable  defigns  of  thefe  confpirators  extend  to  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  conftitution  and  government,  it  Avill  be  neceflary  to  have  re- 
couife  to  their  exertions.  In  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  thefe  defigns 
have  been  manifefted  by  a61s  of  open  violence,  it  will  he  necelTary  to  give  the 
officers  of  his  majefty’s  troops  more  precife  diredions  for  their  conduct.  In 
fuch  parts  of  the  kingdom  as  have  been  difturbed  by  nocturnal  depredations, 
where  the  lives  of  his  majelly’s  loyal  fubje6ls  have  been  endangered  by  per- 
fons collected  in  arms,  attacking  and  firing  upon  their  houfes,  and  where  af- 
femblies  of  perfons  have  been  collected  for  the  purpofe  of  unlawful  cutting 
down  trees  or  perpetrating  other  ads  of  outrage,  military  precaution  lliould  be 
adopted  for  the  fecurity  of  the  lives  and  property  of  his  majefiy’s  loyal  fub- 
jeds,  and  oppofing  by  the  moft  effedual  means  fuch  daring  ads  of  violence. 

Diligent  enquiry  lliould  be  made  refpeding  any  concealed  arms  or  ammu- 
nition, and  for  pikes  and  pike-handles,  and  upon  information  thereof,  officers 
commanding  parties  lliould  be  direded  to  fearch  for  and  feize  the  fame. 

Any  perfons  armed  with  pikes  or  other  weapons  in  refiftance  of  his  majefty’s 
troops,  to  be  confidered  as  rebels  and  treated  accordingly ; all  perfons  exer- 
cifing  themfelves  in  the  ufe  of  arms  under  perfons  not  holding  his  majefty’s  or 
the  lord  lieutenant’s  commiffion  are  to  be  difarnied  and  apprehended,  and  in 
cafe  of  refiftance  to  he  treated  as  rebels  ; and  as  it  appears  to  be  a part  of  the 
fyftem  of  thefe  confpirators  to  take  the  opportunity  of  funerals  and  other  oc- 
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cafions  to  aflemble  confiderable  numbers  of  perfons,  the  officers  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  army  flioukl  be  directed,  in  purfiiance  of  this  proclamation,  to  watch 
all  fuch  affemblies,  and  if  from  their  number,  or  other  circumftances,  the  public 
peace  ffiould  appear  to  be  endangered,  they  will  difperfe  them  ; and  as  various 
attempts  have  been  made  to  feduce  his  majefty’s  troops  from  their  duty  and 
allegiance,  you  will  direft  all  perfons  of  fufpicious  appearance,  who  ffiall  come 
within  the  lines  of  any  encampment,  barrack,  or  other  ftations  of  his  majefty’s 
troops,  to  be  detained. 

And  his  excellency  further  defires,  that  your  lordffiip  will,  from  time  to 
time,  communicate  fuch  inftruftions  to  the  officers  of  his  majefty’s  troops  as 
you  ihall  deem  beft  adapted  for  carrying  into  effe6l  his  excellency’s  procla- 
mation, and  as  local  exigencies  may  demand. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord. 

Your  lordlhip’s  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

T/iC  Earl  Carhampton,  Thomas  Pelham. 

Commander  in  Chief,  i^c.  &c. 


No.  CVI. 

Proceedings  of  the  Freemen  and  Freeholders  of  Dublin  and  of  Corke.  (P.  634) 

AT  a Meeting  of  the  FREEMEN  and  FREEHOLDERS  of  the  City  of 
DUBLIN,  convened  by  the  High  Sheriffs  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  on  Satur- 
day the  8th  of  April,  1797,  to  confider  of  a “ Petition  to  the  Throne,  pray- 
“ ing  the  removal  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  from  his  Councils  for  ever;”  and 
a petition  to  his  Majefty  to  that  effect  having  been  produced,  the  queftion  of 
adjournment  was  moved  thereupon,  and  a divifion  having  taken  place,  the 
fheriffs  declared  ft’orn  the  chair,  that  of  the  multitude  aflembled  in  the  hall 
they  had  no  hefitation  to  fay,  that  the  majority  were  againft  the  adjournment, 
but  that  at  the  fame  time  they  felt  it  their  duty  to  declare,  “ that  being  as  Avell 
acquainted  with  the  citizens  of  their  bailiwicks  as  any  other  perfons  in  the 
“ aflerably,  a very  large  number  of  thofe,  who  formed  the  majority  were  to 
“ their  own  certain  knovdedge  neither  freemen  nor  freeholders  of  the  city  of 
“ Dublin,  but  a multitude  of  men,  who  hadtumultuoufly  forced  the  doors,  and 
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“ made  their  way  into  the  affembly  ; and  that,  under  that  imprcflion,  they 
‘‘  fliould  think  it  their  duty  to  refufe  putting  their  names  to  any  proceedings 

of  the  day,  though  they  would  fit  in  the  chair  as  long  as  their  fellow-citi- 
“ zens  fhould  defire.” — Whereupon  the  freemen  and  freeholders  who  voted 
for  the  adjournment,  anxioufly  preffed  for  another  meeting,  in  order  that 
there  might  be  a fair  difcuffion  of  the  petition ; and  the  Iheriffs  declared  that 
if  fuch  a meafure  were  adopted,  they  would  take  fuch  precautions  as  would 
procure  a chafte  meeting  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  only,  by  giving  them 
tickets  of  admiffion  ; and  this  they  earneftly  and  repeatedly  preffed,  but  hav- 
ing been  obje6led  to  by  the  other  part  of  the  affembly,  thofe  who  voted  for 
the  adjournment  retired  from  the  meeting,  and  came  to  the  following 
refolution ; 

“ Refolved,  That  any  proceedings  adopted  at  the  faid  meeting,  are  not, 
“ and  cannot  be  confidered  as  the  fenfe  of  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the 
“ city  of  Dublin.” 

We,  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  agree  to  the  above  refolution. 


To  TJiomas  Gibbings  and  Edward  Allen,  Efqrs.  High  Sheriffs  of  the  City  and 

County  of  the  City  of  Cork. 

GENTLEMEN, 

WE  requeft  that  you  will  as  foon  as  poffible  convene  your 
bailiwick,  to  take  into  conhderation  an  humble  addrefs  to  our  moft  gracious 
and  beloved  fovereign,  upon  the  prefent  alarming  ftate  of  public  affairs;  pray- 
ing him  to  difmifs  his  prefent  minifters  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  from  his 
councils  for  ever,  as  the  firft  ftep  towards  obtaining  a fpeedy,  honorable,  and 
permanent  peace. 


John  Cutbbert,  fen. 
Wm.  Beamilh 
Rich.  Kellet,  jun. 
Wm.  Leader 
George  Stawell 
Wm.  Cutbbert 
St.  Leger  Aldworth 
Michael  Rogers 
Richai'd  Barrett 


Benj.  Bousfield 
Wm.  Crawford 
Francis  Woodley 
Reuben  Harvey,  fen. 
R.  De  la  Cour 
Thos.  Cutbbert 
Reuben  Harvey,  jun. 
Thos.  Rochfort 
Dominick  Waters 


Edw.  Hoare,  M.  P. 
Wm.  Bleazby 
Wm.  Stawell 
John  Callanan 
John  Terry 
Wm.  Penrofe 
Wm.  Penrofe 
Benj.  Hayes 
Thos.  Ware 
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Abbot  Trayer 

Arthur  G.  Creagh 

Rich.  Moylan 

N.  F.  Coppinger 

Peter  Trant 

Thos,  Gonnell 

Nicholas  Therry 

John  IMartin 

Paul  Abbott 

Marcus  Lynch,  jun. 

Auftin  Shinkwin 

Philip  Stackpole 

Nicholas  Mahon 

J.  Keller 

Cornelius  Donegan 

Heyward  St.  Leger 

Samuel  Perrott 

Ifaac  Kingfton 

'NTm.  Reynolds 

Benj.  Hayes,  jun. 

Robert  Simmons 

Wm.  Coppinger 

B.  Foley 

George  Chinnery 

Stephen  Fagan 

John'Cremin 

Thomas  IMahon 

Juftin  IMc.  Carthy 

John  LTnthank 

Rev.  Chas.  Beamifli 

John  Moylan 

George  Lombard 

Andrew  O’Shea 

John  Lyne 

Robert. Burke 

Johnfon  St.  Leger 

]\L  1.  Fulham 

Morgan  Regan 

Ruflel  Fitton 

John  H,  Hofkins 

James  Haley 

James  Fagan 

John  Parks 

George  Cotter 

James  Kelly 

Rich.  Chinnery 

Gerard  Galway 

J.  Barry,  IM.  D. 

William  Flyn 

Rich.  IMaguire,  jun. 

f Sampfon  Stawell 

D.  Shea 

John  Thompfon 

"I  Euftace  Stawell 

D.  Foley 

Henry  Sadlier 

The  high  flreriffs  hav 

Rich.  Fitton 

Cooper  Penrofe 
ing  refufed  to  comply  v 

fith  the  above  requifition,  the 

freemen,  freeholders,  and  citizens,  qualified  to  be  jurors,  are  requefted  to  meet 


for  the  above  conftitutional  purpofe,  at  the  Tholfel,  on  the  20th  day  of  iMay, 
at  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  freemen,  freeholders,  and  citizens,  qualified  to  be  jurors,  who  were  in- 
vited to  meet  the  20th  infiant,  “ To  take  into  confideration  an  humble  Ad- 
“ drefs  to  our  mofi;  gracious  and  beloved  Sovereign,  upon  the  prefent  alarm- 
“ ing  ftate  of  public  affair’s,  praying  him  to  difmifs  his  prefent  IMinifters  in 
“ Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  his  councils  for  ever,  as  the  firft  ftep  to- 
“ wards  obtaining  a fpecdy,  honour-able,  and  per’manent  peace,”  are  requefted 
by  the  gentlenren  who  figned  the  requifition,  not  to  affemble  on  that  day,  as 
a proclamatiorr,  dated  tl>e  17th  inft.  has  been  ifl'ued  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and 
council,  “ forewarning  all  perfons  from  meeting  in  unufual  numbers,  under 
“ anij  pretence  u'Jmtfoever.  ” 

Cork,  May  IQ,  1797. 

The  Gentlemen’s  names  marked  thus  f were  received  after  the  requifition  was  delivered  to  the 
high  fherifts. 

The 
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The  gentlemen,  who  figned  the  above  requifition,  feel  themfelves  called  on 
by  their  love  of  peace,  of  order,  and  of  freedom,  to  ftate  to  the  good  fenfe  and 
Impartial  judgment  of  the  public  their  opinions  and  conduct;  particularly  to 
exprefs  their  apprehenfions  relative  to  the  late  proclamation,  which  places 
this  kingdom  in  a fituation  awful  and  unprecedented.  It  is  not  neceffary  to 
mention,  how  much  interefted  they  are  in  the  welfare  of  this  country  ; w'hen 
the  enemy  menaced  the  coaft,  their  perfonal  fervices  and  peculiar  contribu- 
tions were  not  the  lead;  confpicuous  or  effedtual  amidft  the  general  loyalty  and 
patriotifm  which  prevailed.  The  peculiar  calamities  of  the  war  they  have 
long  beheld,  and  feverely  feel ; its  dreadful  confequences  to  the  commerce 
and  to  the  eonftitution,  they  cannot  view  without  the  deepeft  anguifli.  They 
llmdder  in  refleding  on  the  wafte  of  treafure,  and  the  prodigality  of  human 
vi6lims  it  has  occafioned.  They  lament  to  fee  public  credit  fhaken  to  its 
foundation,  trade  daily  decaying,  and  manufadtures  ahnoft  annihilated,  dif- 
truft  and  defpondency  pervading  all  ranks  of  the  community,  thoufands  of 
the  lower  orders  unemployed,  finking  under  poverty  and  wretchednefs,  mi- 
niilers  obftinately  purfuing  a fyftem  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  country, 
and  ruinous  to  the  intereft  of  the  empire,  prompt  to  irritate  the  feelings,  but 
flow  to  conciliate  the  affedlions  of  the  people ; who,  wiien  this  country  w^as  in 
danger,  faw  and  acknowiedged  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  our  Catholic  brethren, 
but  fo  foon  as  that  danger  w^as  removed,  forgot  their  fervices,  and  rejefted 
their  claims.  Judging  from  fuch  condu6t  and  effects,  they  apprehend  that 
no  confidence  can  be  placed  in  the  fincerity  or  capacity  of  thefe  minifters,  and 
looking  to  an  immediate  peace  as  the  only  probable  means  of  refcuing  tlie 
Britifli  empire  from  inevitable  defl;ru6tion,  they  feel  the  fame  folicitude  that 
the  authors  and  abettors  of  thefe  misfortunes  fliould  be  difinilied  for  ever  from 
his  majefty’s  councils. 

When  they  invited  their  fellow-citizens  to  aflemhle  and  deliberate  on  a 
queftion  involving  their  national  exiftence,  they  conceived,  that  they  wTie 
adhering  equally  to  the  fpirit  of  the  eonftitution,  as  to  the  letter  of  the  law'. 
They  confidered  the  right  to  petition  for  redrefs  of  grievances  as  inherent  in 
the  fubje6l ; they  knew  that  right  had  been  claimed,  ratified  and  confirmed  at 
the  revolution  of  1688  ; that  it  has  fince  been  invariably  exercifed,  and  was  in 
the  late  Convention  Act  declared  and  recognized;  they  therefore  confider  it 
as  interw  oven  wuth  the  principles  of  that  Conftitution,  which  they  have  ever 
revered,  and  are  refolved  to  fupport. 
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After  the  proclamation  was  iffued,  had  they  not  recalled  their  invitation 
they  would  have  deemed  themfelves  accelfaiy  to  the  indignities  and  the  mili- 
tary coercion,  which  might  have  been  directed  againft  the  unotFending  loyal 
and  peaceable  inhabitants  of  this  city,  who  might  have  felt  it  their  duty  to 
pour  out  their  complaints  to  their  gracious  fovereign.  From  this  act  of  the 
executive  power,  -which  prevents  “ any  meeting  in  unufual  numbers  iindev 
“ any  pretence  whatfoever,  and  expreffing  the  necelfity  of  employing  military 
‘‘  power,  and  commanding  the  exertion  of  their  iitmoji  force,"  * they  appre- 
hend additional  misfortunes  ; they  fear  that  the  introduction  of  military  force 
may  bring  into  difrefpect  and  difufe  the  civil  power ; they  are  of  opinion, 
that  to  check  difculfion — to  fupprefs  manly  and  open  effufions  of  public 
fpirit,  or  of  public  complaint,  may  excite  fecret  difeontent  and  difaffection 
towards  that  government,  -wdiich  it  is  the  duty  of  all  good  men  to  fupport, 
whilft  affording  protection  and  fecurity  to  life,  property  and  liberty,  againff 
violence,  rapacity,  and  ufurpation.  Under  the  reftrictions  of  the  proclama- 
tion they  conceive,  that  no  body  of  electors  can  fafely  aflemble  to  inftruct 
their  reprefen tatives,  or  to  petition  parliament;  that  falutary  and  conftitu- 
tional  medium  for  conveying  the  defires,  the  wilhes,  or  the  wants  of  the  peo- 
ple is  thus  loft ; all  avenues  to  parliamentary  enquiry,  as  to  the  legality  of  this 
proclamation,  the  neceflity  that  urged  it,  or  the  juftice  which  directed  its  ap- 
plication to  this  loyal  city,  are  thereby  Ihutup. 

Having  thus  delivered  their  opinions,  and  ffated  the  motives  for  their  con- 
duct, the  fubferibers  to  the  requifition  have  only  to  deplore  the  adoption  of 
a meafure,  that  defeated  their  well-intended  purpofes — and  -which  in  its  ope- 
ration involving  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  reftraining  and  coercing  the 
loyal  equally  as  the  difaffected,  diffufes  doubts,  terror,  anddifmay. 

By  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  this  event  will  not  pafs  un- 
marked—in  ferioully  contemplating  this  deprivation  of  right,  they  will  feel 
the  infecurity  of  all  their  once  boafted  liberty. 

Corli,  May  24,  1797. 

* Vide  proclamation  by  the  lord-lieutenant  and  council,  Dublin  Caftle,  17th  ofMay,  1797. 
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Copif  of  a Requfition  made  to  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Kildare, 
of  the  names  thereunto fuhjoined,  and  of  the  Anfcers  of  the  High  Sheriff. 

To  Robert  Latouche,  Ffq.  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  Kildare. 

Sir, 

YOU  are  hereby  requefted  to  convene  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  your  bailiwick,  in  order  to  confider  the  propriety  of  petitioning 
his  inajehy,  praying  him  to  difmifs  his  prefent  ininifters  from  his  councils  for 
ever,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may  once  more  enfure  to  thefe  countries 
the  bleffings  of  exterior  and  interior  peace. 


Leinfter 
Cloncurry 
N.  Lawlefs 
J.  Dillon 
J.  Huffey 
W.  Ponfonhy 
G.  Ponfonby 
C.  Lumm 

E.  Fitzgerald  [Lord] 
James  Ryan 
Robert  Mercer 
Wogan  Browne 
G.  Daker 
N.  Cahill 
G.  Chapman 
P.  Dunne 
Thomas  Con  oily 
P,  Lattin 
.1.  Taylor 
R.  Hamilton 
1).  B.  Daly 
A.  O.  Ferrall 

Gentle^iex, 


B.  Wills 
T.  Swords 
R.  Deafe 

C.  Nangle 
C.  Aylmer 
J.  Gorman 
Rev.  N.  Alhe 
IVI.  Lewis 
E.  Wahh 
G.  Lalor 

Mau.  B.  St.  L.  Keatinge  ]\L  Taylor 

T.  Devay 
D.  Caulfield 


P.  Dever 
T.  Kenna 

C.  Colclough 
John  Henry  - 
Jofeph  Flenry 
G.  Cockburne 

D.  O’Reilly 
J'.  Fitzgerald 
J.  Gorman 
W.  Carroll 


T.  Fitzgerald 
L.  IManfergh 
J.  IMedlicott 
T.  Gray  don 
J.  Leefon 
R.  Aylmer 
W.  Sherlock 
J.  Haughton 
P.  Maher 
W.  Wilkes 
O.  Wallk 


T.  Dunn 
J.  B.  Lewis 
W,  Fitzgerald 
J.  Cufie 

J.  Fitzgerald,  jum. 
II.  Phelim 
J.  Moore 


Anfcer  of  the  High  Sheriff. 


I HAVE  received  your  requlfition,  defiring  that  I would 
convene  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  my  bailiwick,  in  order  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  a petition  to  his  niajefiy,  praying  him  to  difmifs  his  prefent 
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niinirters  from  his  councils  for  ever,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may  once 
more  enfure  to  thefe  countries  the  bleflings  of  exterior  and  interior  peace. 

I have  alfo  received  a paper,  figned  by  a number  of  very  refpedlable  magif- 
trates  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Kildare,  who  having  heard  that  fuch  a 
requifition  was  in  contemplation,  and  being  fully  convinced  that  a general 
meeting  at  this  juncture  would  tend  to  difturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  county,  exprefs  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  their  difapprobation  of  fuch  a inca- 
fure,  and  earneftly  requeft  that  I lliould  not  accede  to  any  fuch  requihtion  at 
prefent. 

Having  confidered  this  difference  of  opinion  among  men  of  property  in  the 
county,  and  being  myfelf  decidedly  of  opinion  that  fuch  a meeting  would  be 
highly  injurious  to  its  peace  and  tranquillity,  I cannot  conliflently  with  my 
duty  comply  with  your  requifition. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Gentlemen,  &c. 

Robert  Latouche. 


To  the  Gentlemen,  8^c. 

In  confequcnce  of  the  above  anfwer  fuch  perfons  as  figned  the  requifition 
are  requefled  to  meet  at  the  Eagle  in  Euftace-ftreet,  on  Monday  next,  the  1 5th 
infl;.  at  two  o’clock,  in  order  to  confider  what  fteps  might  be  taken  in  confe- 
quence  thereof. 


No.  evil. 

Loyal  Declarations  of  Catholics  and  Orangemen.  (P.  643.} 

7th  January,  1708. 

WE,  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  parilhes  of  Ramoan,  Aunoy, 
Ballintoy,  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  regretting  juftly  the  dihurbances,  which 
have  outraged  and  difgraced  the  northern  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and  feeling 
feniible  of  the  pafl  errors,  which  many  of  our  body  have  been  led  into  by  the 
deep  defigns  of  wicked  men,  fliling  themfelves  United  Irifhmen ; men  who 
hav£  been,  and  flill  are,  the  prime  caufers  and  foie  movers  of  all  the  feditious 
proceedings,  which  have  torn  and  diflurbed  Ireland  ; and  detefting  and 
abhorring  as  we  do,  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  both  their  feditious  prin- 
ciples and  diabolical  practices,  do  hereby  declare,  and  in  the  moll  folcmn 
manner,  pledge  ourfelves  to  fupport,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  the  blelfed 
'Conftitution  of  this  country,  and  his  majehy’s  happy  government,  ellablidied 
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amonglt  us.  Determined  as  we  are,  to  exert  ourfelves  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
rebellion  and  fedition  within  our'diftri^t,  we  further  declare,  that  we  havefeen 
with  indignation,  their  endeavours  to  fow  difcord  between  thofe  of  our  and  of 
the  Proteftant  perfuafion;  being  truly  fenfible  that  men,  who  have  alfociated 
or  will  alfociate,  like  us,  for  the  protedion  of  the  conftitution,  can  have  no 
enmity  to  thofe,  who  are  equally  anxious  for  its  prefervation,  of  whatever  reli- 
gious perfuafion  they  may  be;  and  we  do  hereby  affure  our  Proteftant  brethren 
of  the  above  defcription,  of  our  fincere  atleftion  for  them,  and  our  abfolute 
determination  to  co-operate  and  join  with  them  by  every  means  in  our  power, 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  rebellion,  the  fupport  of  this  happy  conftitution,  the 
Avelfare  of  his  majefty’s  happy  government,  and  in  love  and  loyalty  to  his  fa- 
cred  perfon. 

Signed  by  Roger  O’jMurray,  Paftor,  Pliilip  M‘Kelvcr, 
and  by  508  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants 
of  the  aforefaid  parilhes. 


VvE,  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  who  have  been  ftiled 
Orange  men,  in  remembrance  of  our  glorious  deliverer.  King  'VYilliam  the 
Third,  think  it  incumbent  on  us,  at  this  critical  period,  to  declare  our  faithful 
and  fteady  attachment  to  his  majefty  King  George  the  Third,  and  to  our  va- 
luable conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  as  well  as  our  gratitude  for  the  blef- 
lings  we  enjoy  under  the  prefent  government,  and  our  hapjiinefs  in  the  fup- 
preffion of  inlurreftion  and  rebellion,  and  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity  in  this 
province,  by  the  exertions  of  the  general  officers  and  militia,  aided  by  the 
zeal  of  the  loyal  inhabitants. 

We  have  read  in  the  public  papers,  with  much  fatisfaftion,  the  declarations 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  feveral  parilhes  of  this  province : wc 
have  no  doubt  of  the  fmcerity  of  fuch  declarations:  and  that  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  fenfible  of  the  benefits  they  enjoy,  will  not  fuffer  theinfelves  to  be 
made  the  dupes  of  wicked  and  deligning  men,  for  the  moft  diabolical  pur- 
pofes  ; and  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  fuch  declarations  Avill  be  embraced,  and 
have  the  happieft  effe6ls,  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  ; fuch  conduct  muft  be 
acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man. 

We  declare  moft  folemnly,  that  we  are  not  enemies  to  any  body  of  people, 
on  account  of  their  religion,  their  faith,  or  their  mode  of  worfliip,  we  confi- 
der  every  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjed  our  brother,  and  they  fliall  have  our  aid 
and  protection. 


Anxious 
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Anxious  to  co-operate  in  preferving  internal  tranquillity,  and  repelling  inva- 
fion,  (fliould  our  foreigai  enemies  be  defperate  enough  to  attempt  it),  we  take 
this  opportunity  of  declaring  our  readinefs  to  undertake  any  duty,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  commands  of  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant. 


William  Atkinfon 
John  Crofsle 
George  Lendrum 


Edward  Butler 
Anthony  ]\I‘Re5'nolds 
Samuel  Johnfton 

And  feveral  thoufand  loyal  inhabitants. 
February  15,  1/98. 


Richard  Taylor 
Hugh  Watfon 
John  Johnfton 
Abraham  Da^  fon 
William  Hazleton 
George  Taylor 


WE,  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  parilli  of  Cappoquin,  in  the 
county  of  Waterford,  aflembled  at  our  chapel,  on  the  26th  of  December, 
1/97,  anxioutly  embrace  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  folloAving  the  example  of 
our  fellow  fubjeds  of  the  parifli  of  Calfraghti  in,  and  Grange  of  Inifpollan,  in 
the  county  of  Antrim,  by  expreffmg  oui-  unfeigned  loyalty,  and  our  fincere 
concern  at  the  difturbed  Rate  of  this  country,  which,  until  now,  has  been  ever 
remarkable  for  a due  obedience  to  the  lav's. 

We  cannot  more  Rrongly  exprefs  our  fentiments,  than  by  adopting  the  de- 
claration of  the  above  parilh,  in  juRly  regretting  the  diRurbances  which  have 
outraged  and  difgraced  our  hitherto  peaceable  country,  and  feeling  fenfible  of 
the  paft  errors  which  many  of  our  body  have  been  led  into  by  the  deep  defigns 
of  wieked  men,  Riling  themfelves  United  Iriflimen;  who  have  been,  and  Rill 
arc,  the  prime  caufers,  and  foie  movers,  of  all  the  feditious  proceedings  which 
have  torn  and  difturbed  Ireland,  and  deteftiug  and  abhorring  as  we  do,  from 
the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  both  their  feditious  and  diabolical  praHices,  do 
hereby  declare,  and  in  the  moR  folemn  manner  pledge  ourfelves  to  fupport, 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  the  bleflcd  conftitution  of  this  country,  and  his 
inajeRy's  happy  government  eftablillied  amongft  us.  Determined  as  we  are, 
to  exert  ourfelves  for  the  fupprefiion  of  rebellion  and  fedition  within  our 
fliftrift,  we  further  declare,  tliat  we  have  feen  with  indignation  their  endea- 
vours to  fow  difeord  between  thofe  of  our  and  the  Proteftant  perfuaRon; 
being  truly  fenfible  that  men  who^have  aRbciated,  or  will  alfociate  like  us,  for 
the  protection  of  the  conftitution,  can  have  no  enmity  to  thofe  Avho  aie 
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c(iually  anxious  for  its  prefer vation,  of  whatever  religious  perfuafiou  they  may 
he  ; and  we  do  liereby  aflure  our  Proteftaut  lu-ethren  of  the  above  defcription, 
of  our  fincere  affedtion  for  them,  and  our  abfolute  determination  to  co-ope- 
rate and  join  with  them  by  every  means  in  our  power,  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
rebellion,  the  fupport  of  this  happy  conftitution,  the  welfare  of  his  majefiy’s 
government,  and  in  love  and  loyalty  to  his  facred  perfon. 

Signed  by  Thomas  Flannery,  parifli  prieft, 
and  817  perfons. 


WE,  the  Romam  Catholics  of  the  pari  flies  of  Ballin  deny,  in  the  counties  of 
Tyrone  and  Londonderry,  think  it  our  duty  to  come  forward,  and  thus  pub- 
licly declare,  our  firm  and  determined  refolution  of  fupporting  our  gracious 
Sovereign,  King  George,  and  oppofing,  with  all  our  might,  his  enemies,  and 
the  enemies  of  all  we  hold  dear — our  liberty,  our  religion. 

With  unfeigned  contrition  we  acknowledge,  that  many  of  our  body  were 
feduced  from  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  the  beft  of  kings,  by  the  artifice 
and  arguments  of  deligning  men,  ftiling  themfelves  United  Irilhmen;  to 
their  wicked  defigns  and  diabolical  pra6lices  we  are  indebted  for  all  the  out- 
rages that  have  difgraced  the  north  of  Ireland. 

With  unfeigned  concern  we  hear,  that  the  emiffaries  of  that  feditious  body 
have  been  too  fuccefsful  in  feducing  many  of  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren 
in  the  fouth  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  at  this  time,  (as  it  was  heretofore  in 
the  north)  the  country  is  difgraced  with  outrage,  rapine,  and  murder.  In 
the  moll  earnell  manner  we  entreat  the  Roman  Catholics  in  thofe  diflurbed 
parts,  for  the  honor  of  the  religion  they  profeft,  to  withdraw  themfelves 
(before  it  is  too  late)  from  thofe  wicked  focieties — to  acknowledge  their  error, 
and  throw  themfelves  on  the  mercy  of  our  lenient  government;  then,  like  us, 
they  will  receive  pardon  for  their  paft  offences,  and  we  hope,  like  us,  will  be- 
come dutiful  and  loyal  fubjecls. 

We  are  happy  in  declaring,  that  the  mofl  perfe6l  good  underflanding  has 
ever  fubfifled  between  us  and  our  Proteftaut  brethren — and  we  lliall  ever 
endeavour  to  preferve  it:  like  them,  we  ferve  the  fame  God,  and  with  them 
we  are  ready,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  fupport  our  king  and  conflitu- 
tion.  When,  in  other  places,  difgraceful  outrages  were  committed,  with  us  the 
mofl  peiTe6l  order  was  preferved;  for  that  bleffmg  we  are  indebted  to  our  next 
refident  magiffrate,  Andrew  Newton,  of  Coagh,  Efq.  for  whofe  prudent  con- 
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duel  in  that  office,  and  the  good  behaviour  of  the  Ballinderry  yeomen  under 
Ins  command,  our  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due. 

Refolved,  That  this  declaration,  with  our  fignatures,  be  delivered  to  Cap- 
tain Newton,  with  our  requetl,  that  a copy  of  it  be  laid  before  his  excellency 
the  lord  lieutenant. 

Ballindeny^  Dec.  29,  1797- 

The  above  declaration  is  ligned  by  Patrick  Develin,  Paftor,  and  all  the 
Homan  Catholics  in  the  pariffi,  amounting  to  feveral  hundreds. 

December  \Qth,  1797. 

WE,  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  pariffi  of  Rathlin,  in  the  coun- 
t\'  of  Antrim,  juftly  regretting  the  difturbances,  which  have  outraged  and  dif- 
graced  tlie  northern  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and  feeling  fenfible  of  the  pad 
errors  which  many  of  our  body  have  been  led  into  by  the  deej)  defigns  of 
wicked  men  ftilino-  themfelves  United  Iriilimen  : men  who  have  been  and  ftill 

o ' 

are  the  prime  caufers  and  foie  movers  of  all  the  feditious  proceedings  which 
have  torn  and  didurbed  Ireland — and  deteding  and  abhorring  as  we  do,  from 
the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  both  their  feditious  principles  and  diabolical  prac- 
tices, do  hereby  declare,  and  in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  pledge  ourfelves  to 
fupport  Avith  our  lives  and  fortunes,  the  bleded  conftitution  of  this  country, 
and  his  majefty’s  happy  government  eftablilhed  amongft  us,  determined  as  we 
are  to  exert  ourfelves  for  the  fuppreffion  of  rebellion  and  fedition  Avithin  our 
didritds.  We  further  declare,  that  Ave  haA'e  feen  Avith  indignation  their  en- 
deavours to  foAV  difeord  between  thofe  of  our  and  the  Protedant  perfuafion  ; 
being  truly  fendble  that  men  Avho  haA'C  alTociated  or  Avill  adbeiate  like  us, , for 
the  protection  of  the  conftitution,  can  haA’-e  no  enmity  to  thofe  Avho  are 
ecjually  anxious  for  its  prefei’A'ation,  of  AvhateA’er  religious  perfuadoii  they  may 
be.  And  Ave  do  hereby  adure  all  our  Protedant  brethren  of  the  above  dc- 
fcrij)tion,  of  our  fincere  adeCtion  for  them,  and  our  abfolute  determination, 
to  co-operate  and  join  Avith  them  by  every  means  in  our  poM  er,.for  the  fup- 
jnedion  of  rebellion,  the  fupport  of  this  happy  conditution,  the  Avelfare  of  his 
majedy's  gOA’ernment,  and  in  Ioa’C  and  loyalty  tOAvards  his  facred  perfou. 

Signed  by  EdAcard  APMullan,  Paftor  of  Rathlim 
Alexander  MT)onnell,  and  by  180 
Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the 
aforefaid  paritJi. 
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No.  CVIII. 

(P.  6-iv.) 

GENERAL  ELECTION. 

To  the  Meeting  of  Freemen  and  Freeholders,  ajfembled  at  the  Exchange,  on 

Saturday,  the  'IQth  July. 

My  Fellow  Citizens, 

A SLIGHT  inclifpofition  has  prevented  me  from  giving 
your  refolution  an  immediate  anfwer.  When  the  country  is  put  down,  the 
prefs  deftroyed,  and  public  meetings  for  the  purpofe  of  exercifing  tlie  right 
of  petition  to  remove  minihers  are  threatened  and  difperfed  by  the  military, 
I agree  with  you  that  a general  election  is  no  more  than  an  opportunity  to 
exercife,  by  permiffion  of  the  army,  the  folitary  privilege  to  return  a few 
reprcfentatives  of  the  people  to  a houfe  occupied  by  the  reprefentatives  of 
boroughs. 

Wlien  the  Iritli  parliament  was  perpetual  or  provincial,  it  was  of  little  mo- 
ment hoiv  that  parliament  was  conftituted : but  becoming  independent,  it 
became  elfential,  that  it  diould  become  conftitutional ; and  in  order  to  be 
conftitutional,  it  was  neceffary  the  commons  fliould  form  an  integral  part 
thereof ; fourteen  years  you  gave  to  the  experiment,  and  having  failed, 
withdrew.  You  refufe  to  take  a fmall  portion  of  that  reprefentation,  the 
whole  of  which  belongs  to  you ; you  will  not  confirm  an  unjuft  diftribution  of 
your  property,  by  becoming  a poor-rent  charger  on  a poor  portion  of  your 
inheritance ; you  refufe  to  give  your  fandion  to  your  exclufion;  and  will  not 
attend  a ceremony,  which  has  proved  the  trade  of  the  individual  and  the  ruin 
of  the  country.  While  I entertainTuch  an  opinion,  I beg  to  exprefs  my  pro- 
found refped  for  fome  enlightened  and  valuable  individuals,  who  differ  from 
me;  oppofed  to  their  opinion,  I fliould  fufped  my  own  if  itivere  not  fortified 
by  yours.  I think  the  people  of  this  countiy^  are  perfedly  right  when  they 
infift  to  be  nothing  lefs  than  the  whole  of  the  third  eftate.  The  people  are  in 
contemplation  of  the  conftitution  only  a part  of  the  legiflature,  but  they  are 
the  whole  of  the  commons.  Is  that  too  much  ? They  gave  the  crown — they 
afk  the  reprefentation ; they  afk  the  reprefentation  of  that  prince,  to  whom 
they  gave  the  crown.  Without  derogating  from  any  of  thofe  rights,  which 
exifl  independent  of  any  artificial  formation,  the  people  claim  under  the  ge- 
neral 
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iicral  coiaftitLition  of  the  land,  and  under  their  own  particular  declaration  of 
right  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the  legiflature.  The  conftitution  tells  them, 
that  their  liberty  exifts  in  their  exemption  from  any  laws,  fave  thofe,  to  which 
by  reprefentation  they  confent : their  declaration  of  right  tells  them  that  the 
king,  the  lords,  and  the  commons  of  Ireland  are  the  only  body  competent 
to  make  her  laws,  by  which  it  is  not  only  afferted  that  the  Irilh  pailiament  is 
exclufively  the  Irilli  legiflature,  but  that  the  people  are  an  integral  part  thereof. 
If  then  the  people  are  not  futfered  to  form  that  integral  part,  the  conftitution 
of  the  realm  and  the  claim  of  right  are  evaded  and  defeated.  The  minifter 
ftands  in  the  place  of  parliament.  He  becomes  the  arbiter  of  your  lives  and 
fortunes,  and  transfers  that  dominion  to  the  Britilh  cabinet,  on  whom  he 
depends,  and  thus  re-impofes  on  this  realm  the  legiflative  power  of  another 
country.  And  when  your  minifters  tell  you,  that  the  reform  of  parliament  is 
only  a popular  pretence,  I cannot  believe  them  to  be  in  earneft:  I wilh  they 
had  made  the  experiment ; happy  had  it  been  for  the  country — happy  had 
it  been  for  themfelves  ; they  would  then  indeed  have  pofleffed  but  one-third 
of  the  conftitution,  but  they  would  not  have  loft  the  whole  of  the  empire. 

Foreign  difgrace  leads  naturally  and  of  courfe  to  the  fubjeft  of  domeftic 
oppreffion  : I cannot  here  omit  that  part  of  your  refolution  which  adverts  to 
the  barbarities  committed  upon  the  habitations,  property,  and  perfons  of  the 
people,  and  beg  to  join  with  yours  my  teftimony  againfl;  fuch  repeated, 
wanton,  favage,  abominable,  and  permitted  outrages,  barbarities,  and  mur- 
ders, fuch  as  no  printer  will  now  dare  to  print,  left  he  too  fliould  be  plundered 
or  murdered  for  the  ordinary  exercife  of  his  trade. 

I beg  to  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  my  thanks  to  the  aldermen  of 
Skinner’s-alley,  who  have  exprefled  their  approbation  of  my  condu6l.  I do 
believe  our  meafures  were  agreeable  to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation.  I lament  they 
were  not  feconded  by  the  majority  of  parliament;  if  that  majority  whofe 
motives  I do  not  difcufs,  whofe  infatuations  I do  lament ; if  that  majority 
inftead  of  attaching  itfelf  to  the  court,  had  confidercd  itfelf  as  part  and  parcel 
of  the  people,  they  had  confulted  their  dignity  better.  Why  am  I fuperior  to 
minifters  or  viceroys  ? Becaufe  I do  not  aflfume  to  be  fuperior  to  my  fellow- 
citizens.  Had  that  majority  taken  a proud  poft,  and  identified  with  the 
people — had  they  feized  the  opportunity  of  doing  juftice  to  Ireland,  and 
inftead  of  voting  millions  without  getting  any  thing  for  the  country,  fup- 
ported  us  in  our  motion  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  peafantry,  in  our 
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motion  for  an  equal  trade,  in  our  attempts  to  emancipate  the  Catholics,  and 
to  reform  the  parliament,  their  country  would  now  have  liberty  and  peace, 
inftead  of  diftraftion  at  home,  and  negociation  abroad.  Where  the  Britifh 
ncgociator  remains  with  the  Irilh  boroughs  about  his  neck,  to  pay  for  every 
felony  the  miniller  has  committed  on  the  - 

You  exprefs  a wilh,  that  my  public  duty  fliould  not  ceafe  with  my  repre- 
fentative  capacity.  In  that  idea  I entirely  concur.  My  feat  in  parliament 
was  but  a part  of  my  fituation  ; the  relationfhip  to  my  country  was  higher 
and  more  perman^t.  The  duty  of  a citizen  is  comraenfurate  with  his  powers, 
of  body  and  mirlR 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  greateft  refpedt, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

H.  Grattan. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Dublin. 

HAVING  feen  an  addrefs  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  from  my  worthy  col- 
league and  friend  Mr.  Grattan,  I feel  it  incumbent  upon  me,  not  only  to  take 
the  fame  Hep,  but  alfo  to  (late  to  you  my  moft  perfedl  coincidence  of  opi>- 
nion,  with  the  whole  of  that  addrefs ; an  addrefs  of  fuch  comprehenfion,  fuch; 
fublimity  and  truth,  that  he  that  does  not  feel  its  force  muft  be  loft  to  every 
fenfe  of  humanity,  juftice,  and  honor. 

As  my  friend’s  addrefs  has  been  in  confequence  of  the  probability  of  a 
fpeedy  diflblution  of  parliament,  I Ihould  be  wanting  both  in  gratitude  and 
refpe6l,  were  I not  immediately  to  feize  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  returning 
you  my  moft  fincere  thanks  for  your  paft  kindnefs,  favor,  and  indulgence;  in 
other  circumftances  I might  have  folicited,  I might  have  afpired  to  a continu- 
ance of  them,  but  till  the  parliament  of  Ireland  is  reformed,  I renounce 
every  thought  of  ever  again  entering  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

To  take  leave  of  thofe,  from  whom  one  has  experienced  fo  much  as  I have 
from  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  is  a moft  painful  talk.  Proportionate,  I may 
fry,  with  the  joy  and  fatisfa^ion  with  which  we  met,  flu/liedwith  hope,  proud 
of  your  confidence,  proud  of  feeling  myfelf  a willing  and  devoted  fervant,  I 
indulged  in  the  fond  illufion,  as  it  has  proved,  of  being  inftrumental,  with 
the  reft  of  my  friends,  in  advancing  thofe  meafures  fo  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
the  falvation  of  Ireland,  and  which  the  nation  had  a right  to  expedt  would 
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be  brought  to  a happy  conclufion.  Vain  hope  ! vain  ftruggle  ! accompanied 
by  more  ceafing  regret,  at  having  engaged  to  work  in  fuch  a fruitlefs  vine- 
yard. I could  not  do  it  long  ; I early  deferted  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons, 
but  never  you  ; I did  fo  on  conviftion,  that  if  the  honefty  and  talents  of  my 
friends  combined  were  only  the  fport  of  their  opponents,  wallowing  in  cor- 
ruption, there  could  be  little  neceffity  for  the  attendance  of  thofe,  who,  not 
pretending  to  the  latter,  made  the  former  the  only  rule  of  their  conduct. 

A feffion  of  parliament  had  not  pafled,  after  the  honor  you  had  done  me, 
before  I was  completely  convinced,  that  without  a reform  of  the  parliament, 
the  country  could  not  be  faved.  Could  I have  thought  that  you  would  have 
difapproved  of  my  abfence,  I can  only  fay,  that  I would  have  dragged  my 
perfon  and  my  regrets  day  after  day,  and  night  after  night,  into  that  houfe, 
however  irkfome  it  might  have  been  to  me,  and  although  peculiarly  circum- 
ftanced  as  to  this  country,  you  would  ftill  have  found  me  at  my  poll,  had 
there  been  the  moft  diftant  profpeft  of  any  one  meafure  propofed  for  the  good 
^f  Ireland,  on  an  enlightened  and  comprehenfive  fcale,  being  crowned  with 
fuccefs. 

The  time  was,  would  that  it  could  be  recalled,  when  the  people  of  Ireland, 
always  patient,  always  enduring,  looked  to  a reform  of  parliament  as  a pe- 
riod when,  through  the  integrity  of  their  reprefentatives  and  an  ardent  love 
for  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom,  fuch  meafures  might  be  purfued,  with  the 
concurring  zeal  of  an  oeconomical  and  wife  adminiftration,  as  would  have 
raifed  the  chara6ter  of  the  nation,  and  detached  our  country  from  the  ridi- 
cule of  that  frivolous  fyftem,  that  often  impofed,  by  the  chara6ler  and  appear- 
ance of  energy  and  decifion,  only  to  relapfe  into  the  moft  perfidious  derelic- 
tion of  all  principle  whatfoever. 

At  this  awful  crifis,  when  the  reflecting  mind  wanders  through  the  mazes 
■of  truth  and  error,  in  the  teeming  of  eventful  moments,  we  muft  not  defpair, 
though  our  affrighted  country,  with  a defponding  and  unfteady  hand,  up- 
holds a mirror  to  our  view,  that  glares  upon  our  fight ; the  fteady  grafp  fliifts 
it  but  a little,  and  its  reflection  true.  All  is  not  loft,  Ireland  muft  ftill  be 
faved.  Words  get  abroad;  I have  heard  of  United  Iriflimen — their  fyftem  I 
know  not — I cannot  fuppofe  it  bad  ; but  this  I know,  that  want  of  fyftem, 
want  of  union,  want  of  cordiality,  want  of  real  patriotifm  in  all  ranks,  has 
hitherto  been  the  ruin  of  our  country. 

Again  let  me  repeat  my  affurances  of  unalterable  regard  for  you,  ray  fel- 
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low-citizens,  and  my  moft  anxious  wiflies  for  your  profperity.  May  the 
laih  of  defpotifin  be  averted.  May  the  liberties  for  which  our  anceftors  have 
bled,  ftill  furvive  all  attempts  at  their  extindlion.  Put  your  trull  in  that 
Providence,  that  alone  diredls  the  blow,  let  the  powers  of  this  earth  take  what 
aim  they  may.  Henry  Fitzgerald. 

Boyle  Farm^  July  \o,  1797. 


No.  CIX. 

A Pqfloral  Letter  to  the  Catholic  Clergy  of  the  united  Diocefes  of  TF aterford 
mid  Lifmore.  By  the  R.  R.  Dr.  Hujfey.  (P.  657.) 

Dearly  beloved  Brethren  in  Christ, 

IN  thefe  critical  and  awful  times,  when  opinions  feem  fpread- 
ing  over  this  illand,  of  a novel  and  dangerous  tendency  ; when  the  remnants 
of  old  oppreffion,  and  new  principles  which  tend  to  anarchy,  are  llruggling 
for  vi6lory,  and  which  in  the  collifion  may  produce  the  ruin  of  religion  ; when 
a moral  earthquake  lhakes  all  Europe,  I felt  no  fmall  ahlitlioii  and  alarm, 
upon  receiving  the  fuperior  command  of  the  head  of  the  church,  to  prefide 
over  the  Catholics  of  thefe  united  diocefes,  upon  the  death  of  your  moll  ve- 
nerable, and  ever  to  be  regretted  prelate,  your  late  bilhop. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  fears  and  alarms,  it  was  a great  confolation  to  me,  to 
be  alfured  of  the  piety,  zeal,  and  loyalty  of  the  clergy  under  my  fpiritual 
care;  and  that  their  exertions  were^  conllantly  employed  to  keep  the  laity 
within  the  bounds  of  religion,  morality,  and  decorum.  That  no  part  of 
Ireland  was  more  exempt  from  turbulence  and  infubordination  to  the  laws, 
than  this  dillridl ; and  that  the  memory  of  the  illegal  injullices  and  cruelties 
formerly  pradlifed  in  this  country  by  men,  who  made  religious  diftindlions  a 
ftalking  horfe  for  political  purpofes,  is  completely  and  happily  effaced,  I hope, 
for  ever. 

It  is  upon  you,  very  reverend,  and  dearly  beloved  brethren,  that,  under 
God,  my  reliance  is,  that  the  Catholic  faith  will  produce  its  happy  effects,  in 
mending  and  improving  the  morals  of  the  flock,  which  I commit  to  your 
care  refpectively.  Let  me  befeech  you,  to  attach  yourfelves  to  them,  by  fre- 
quently inflructing  and  exhorting  them,  efpecially  as  often  as  you  approach 
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the  facred  altar ; and  certainly  you  cannot  fail  to  attach  them  to  you,  by  fuch 
a pious,  exemplary,  and  zealous  conduct.  Do  not  permit  yourfelves  to  be 
made  the  inftruments  of  the  rich  of  this  M'oiid,  who  will  try,  by  adulation, 
and  poffibly  by  other  means,  to  make  inftruments  of  you  over  the  poor,  for 
tlieir  own  temporal  purpofes,  and  perhaps  to  render  your  facred  miniftry 
odious  to  them.  The  poor  were  always  your  friends,  they  inflexibly  adhered 
to  you,  and  to  their  religion,  even  in  the  worft  of  times  : they  fliared  their 
fcanty  meal  with  you,  and  with  your  predecefl’ors,  and  thereby  preferved  a 
fucceffion  of  fpiritual  paftors  throughout  the  kingdom.  If  they  had  acted 
. otherwife,  conformed  to  the  errors  of  the  nation,  and  imitated  the  conduct  of 
the  rich,  who  not  only  lliut  their  doors  againft  you,  but  not  unfrequently 
hunted  you  like  wild  beafts,  I Ihould  not  be  able  to  addrefs  the  prefent  refpec- 
table  body  of  clergy  under  my  fpiritual  authority.  Such  a confideration  can- 
not fail  to  enliven  your  zeal,  and  with  affectionate  attachment  towards  them, 
to  impel  you  to  inftruct  them  in  their  duties,  to  reftrain  their  errors,  and  to 
correct  their  vices.  Argue,  ohfecra,  increpa,  in  omni patientia,  dsf  doctrina. 
Upon  all  proper  occaflons,  /peaA’  to  them  the  words  of  eternal  life,  without 
fear'  or  deference  towards  the  enemies  of  our  holy  faith.  The  paftor,  who 
doth  not  act  in  this  manner  towards  his  flock,  hath  loft  the  grace  of  his  vo- 
cation, or  perhaps  he  never  received  it  fiom  God.  He  is  the  mercenary  fhep- 
herd,  defcribed  in  the  fcripture,  who,  upon  feeing  the  wolf,  runs  away,  and 
abandons  his  flock  an  eafy  prey  to  him. 

At  tl>e  fame  time  that  I charge  you  to  avoid  all  political  interferences,  as 
unworthy  the  minifters  of  him,  whofc  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  I call  upon 
you  to  ftand  firm  againft  all  attempts,  which  may  be  made,  under  various 
pretexts,  to  withdraw  any  of  your  flocks  from  the  belief  and  practice  of  the 
Catholic  relig-ion.  Remonftrate  with  any  parent,  who  will  be  fo  criminal  as 
to  expofe  his  offspring  to  thofe  places  of  education,  where  his  religious  faith 
or  morals  are  likely  to  be  perverted.  If  he  will  not  attend  to  your  remon- 
ftrances,  refufe  him  the  participation  of  Chrift’s  body  ; if  he  ftill  fliould  con- 
tinue obftinate,  denounce  him  to  the  church,  in  order  that,  according  to 
Chrift’s  commandment,  he  be  conjidered  as  a heathen  and  a puhlkan. 

If,  in  any  of  your  diftrifts,  the  Catholic  military  frequent  Proteftant  places 
of  worfhip,  it  is  your  duty  to  expoftulate  with  them,  and  to  teach  them  how 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Catholic  faith  it  is,  exteriorly  to  profefs  one 
faith,  and  interiorly  to  believe  another.  That  fuch  hypocrify,  even  in  the 

eyes 


286 


APPENDIX. 


eyes  of  the  world,  is  mean  and  pufillanimous,  as  well  as  odious  and  abomi- 
nable in  the  fight  of  God.  That  the  military  garb  they  wear,  implies  a manly 
candour,  which  abhors  fuch  duplicity.  That  this  manly  candour  is  peculiarly 
the  chara61er  of  an  Irifli  foldier,  who  ought  not  to  be  afliamed  of  openly  pro- 
feffing  the  Catholic  religion — the  religion  of  Irijhmefi,  Inftruct  them,  that 
in  all  matters  regarding  the  fervice  of  the  king,  their  officers  are  competent 
to  command  them,  and  that  they  are  bound  to  obey;  but  in  matters  regard- 
ing the  fervice  of  the  King  of  Kings,  their  officer  have  no  authority  over 
them.  Their  perfonal  religion  is  their  own  natural,  uncon troulable,  impre- 
fcriptible  right,  fubje6l  to  the  fpiritual  authority  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  over  which  the  laws  of  the  land  cannot  enjoy  a coercive  authority.  In 
all  temporal  matters,  they  are  fubje6t  to  their  temporal  rulers.  In  all  fpiritual 
matters,  they  are  fubjeft  to  their  fpiritual  rulers.  Thefe  two  authorities,  like 
parallel  lines  in  mathematics,  can  never  touch  each  other.  By  the  fmalleft 
declination,  they  lofe  even  their  name.  Guard  them  from  being  deluded  by 
the  hacknied  phrafe  of  liberality  of  fentiment.  Surely  liberality  of  fentiment 
does  not  confift  in  holding  all  creeds,  and  all  forms  of  worfliip,  to  be  equal ! 
He  who  thus  expreffes  himfelf,  is  a latitudinarian,  who  defpifes  all  creeds — 
all  forms  of  worfliip  ! The  man  of  true  liberality  is  he,  who  confcientioufly  be- 
lieves, and  fcrupuloufly  follows  that  creed,  and  form  of  worfliip,  whieh  is 
conformable  to  his  confcience,  yet  lives  in  charity,  in  concord,  in  amity  with 
all  others,  of  every  religious  perfuafion.  The  man  of  true  liberality  is  he, 
who  employs  his  confcience  as  the  helm  with  which  he  fleers,  in  his  religious 
voyage,  leaving  others  to  fleer  theirs  by  a fimilar  guide.  The  man  of  true  li- 
berality is  he,  with  whom  a difference  in  religious  opinions  makes  no  dif- 
ference in  focial  life — living  in  equal  harmony  with  all,  and  frequently  be- 
ftowing  more  kindnefs,  and  more  bounty,  upon  thofe  who  differ  from  him  in 
religious  opinions,  when  they  want  it,  more  than  upon  thofe  of  his  own  com- 
munion. The  man  of  true  liberality  is  he,  who,  when  raifed  above  the  reft, 
to  govern  a great  people,  fcorns  to  attend  to  the  paltry  diftin6lions  of  fe6t  or 
party:,  fpurns  from  his  prefence  thofe  interefted  advifers  of  a dangerous 
faftion,  who  would  dilhonor  him,  and  abufe  the  facretl  name  of  majefty,  to 
enrich  themfelves ; but,  like  a true  patriot,  raifes  to  power  and  influence, 
thofe  whom,  in  his  confcience,  he  thinks  of  moft  ability  and  integrity,  to 
ferve  king  and  country.  To  fum  up  the  whole,  the  truly  liberal  man  is  he, 
who  makes  his  religion  the  guide  for  his  own  perfonal  and  private  condu6l, 
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and  not  a rule  to  guide,  to  govern,  or  to  compel  others  to  adt  againft  their 
confcience  and  their  religion. 

The  many  compulfory  means  lately  employed  (and  feveral  inftances  of 
them  within  this  very  diocefe  not  many  days  fmce)  to  drive  the  Catholic 
military  to  Proteftant  places  of  worfliip,  alarmed  the  friends  to  the  king 
and  his  fervice,  and  every  well-wilher  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country. 
Such  unwarrantable  heps  copld  not  make  profelytes  of  the  Catholic  military; 
it  might,  in  time,  make  them  indifferent  to  all  forms  of  worfliip,  and  thereby 
jacobinize  them  upon  the  French  fcale,  and  perhaps  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
induce  them  to  forget  their  duty  and  their  loyalty,  in  order  to  be  revenged 
of  their  perfecutors. 

O how  different  are  the  principles  of  a Catholic  foldier,  educated  in  the 
belief,  and  living  in  the  full  exercife  of  his  religion  ! He  clearly  convinces  his 
countrymen,  that  military  valour  is  not  inconfiftent  with  religious  piety;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  natural  allies.  That  when  called  to  protect 
-and  defend  his  country,  he  is  fearlefs,  and  intrepid  in  the  midft  of  danger; 
his  bofom  glowing  with  this  confideration,  that  his  death  upon  his  poft,  pro- 
motes him  to  a fuperior  poft  in  eternity.  The  unbeliever,  who  fees  nothing 
beyond  the  grave,  more  naturally  fhrinks  from  the  danger  of  his  diffolution, 
or  if  he  Teems  to  affume  courage,  it  is  either  the  brutal  infenfibility  of  his  tem- 
per, or  an  artificial  mafk,  which  he  puts  on,  to  fcreen  him  from  the  contempt 
which  is  fure  to  follow  cowardice.  But  the  courage  and  intrepidity  of  a true 
Catholic,  is  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  is  a calm  heroic  intrepidity,  which  fees 
the  danger  in  his  road,  but  fees  immortality  beyond  it.  He  marches  cou- 
rageoufly  on,  fure  that  if  he  falls,  it  is  to  rife  again  beyond  the  grave. 
But  when  the  unbeliever  fees  the  danger,  he  fees  nothing  beyond  it,  and 
thinks,  that  if  he  falls,  that  moment  puts  a final  and  a fatal  penod  to  all  his 
fchemes  of  ambition,  of  fortune,  of  pleafure,  and  that  he  finks  into  eternal 
nighty  never — never  to  rife  again.  Surely  fuch  an  impious  idea  is  capable  of 
tranfmuting  even  a naturally  brave  man  into  a cowardly  fiave.  Let  me  fay 
all  in  one  fentence.  Thofe  fentiments  of  intrepidity,  of  fidelity,  of  honor, 
which  high  birth  and  poliflied  education  imprefs  upon  thofe-  of  an  elevatetl 
fphere  in  life,  cannot  be  fuperior  to  the  fentiments  of  fidelity,  of  courage,  and 
of  honor,  which  the  Catholic  religion,  if  fincereli)  believed,  and pioufli/  prac- 
tifed,  would  infpire  into  the  loweft  in  the  ranks;  and  vdio,  if  his  duty  calls 
him,  would  fliew  a courage  and  intrepidity  equal  to  Alexander  and  Casfar,  and 
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as  unfulliecl  loyalty  and  integrity  as  thofe  ftatefinen  and' generals,  who  regulate 
kingdoms,  or  who  defend  them. 

In  all  your  proceedings,  very  reverend  and  dearly  beloved  brethren,  avoid 
intermixing  the  politics  of  the  world  with  the  fublime  and  heavenly  maxims 
of  the  Catholic  religion  ; they  have  not  the  fmalleft  connection  with  each 
other : the  one  is  fpiritual,  the  other  is  temporal ; the  one  regards  the  tranfi- 
tory  affairs  of  this  v^orld,  the  other  the  eternal  affairs  of  the  world  to  come. 
As  the  Catholic  faith  is  a religion  preached  to  all  nations,  and  to  all  people, 
fo  it  is  fuitable  to  all  climes,  and  all  forms  of  government,  monarchies  or  re- 
publics, ariftocracies  or  democracies.  Defpotic  or  popular  governments  are 
not  the  concerns  of  the  Catholic  faith  : it  may  well  fuit  a fmall  fe6t  to  re- 
gulate its  creed  and  form  of  wortliip,  according  to  the  fiiape  and  form  of  go- 
vernment, of  the  limited  boundaries  where  that  feCt  arofe,  exifts,  and  dies 
away.  Not  fo  the  religion,  which  the  prophet  foretold  fliould  extend  from 
the  rifing  to  the  fetting  fun,  which  has  been  propagated  and  promulgated 
from  Peru  to  China,  from  the  Eaft  to  the  Weft  Indies,  from  Pole  to  Pole, 
teaching  the  fame  doCtrine,  adminiftering  the  fame  facraments,  and  offering 
up  the  adorable  facrifice  of  the  Redeemer,  wherever  man  is  found,  and  God 
adored.  It  is  therefore  called  the  Catholic,  or  univerfal  religion.  It  may 
well  fuit  the  laity  of  your  refpe6live  diftriCts,  to  purfue  their  temporal  con- 
cerns, and  their  temporal  politics,  by  fuch  ways  as  appear  to  them  fair,  peace- 
able, and  loyal ; and  their  paft  condu6l  is  a proof  that  they  are  incapable  of 
purfuing  them  by  any  other  means.  If  their  conduct  has  alv/ays  i)een  loA^al 
and  peaceable,  even  in  the  worft  of  times ; if,  even  when  religious  penalties 
made  them  total  ftrangers  to  their  native  land  ; if,  when  the  ruling  party, 
with  infolence  in  their  looks,  and  oppreffion  in  their  hands,  ground  them 
down,  when  fome  of  the  moft  powerful  men  in  the  nation  declared  in  the  fe- 
nate,  that  they  hoped  to  fee  the  day  when  no  Catholic  would  dare  to  fpeak 
to  a Proteftant  wdth  his  hat  on ; w'hen  even  the  courfe  of  juftice  w^as  pervert- 
ed, and  the  channels  of  it  dried  up,  according  to  the  prejudices  and  party 
views  of  the  judges  w'ho  fat  upon  the  bench,  and  were  paid  for  the  impartial 
adminiftration  of  it,  by  taxes  levied  upon  the  opprefled  fufferers ; 3^et  even 
in  thefe  provoking  times,  if  the  body  of  Catholics  remained  inflexibly  at- 
tached to  their  religion,  and  to  their  king,  what  have  you  to  dread  from  their 
proceedings,  when  not  only  the  judges  are  equitable  and  humane,  but  alfo  a 
great  part  of  thefe  impolitic  religious  penalties  are  removed,  and  the  reft  of 
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them  in  fuch  a Itate  of  progrefs  to  be  totally  removed ; that  however  a junto, 
for  their  own  interefted  or  other  fmifter  views,  may  raife  mobs  to  try  to 
throw  obftacles  againft  the  total  repeal  of  them,  yet  all  their  efforts  mull  be 
ufelefs.  The  vafl  rock  is  already  detached  from  the  mountain’s  brow,  and 
whoever  oppofes  its  defcentand  removal,  mull  be  cruflied  by  his  own  rafli  en- 
deavours. The  popery  laws  are  upon  the  eve  of  being  extinguiflied  for  ever ; 
and  may  no  wicked  hand  ever  again  attempt  to  divide  this  land,  by  making 
religious  diftin6lions  a mafk  to  divide,  to  dirturb,  to  opprefs  it. 

IMake  your  flock  fenfible  to  the  honor  of  being  accounted  a member  of  the 
Catholic  communion,  that  they  are  not  members  of  a fmall  fed,  limited  to 
that  country  where  the  fed  itfelf  was  formed.  They  are  members  of  a great 
cliurch,  which  has  lafted  more  than  1700  years,  which  flouriflied  in  every  part 
of  the  habitable  world.  In  omriem  terrain  exivit  fonus  eorum,  in  fines  terrx 
verba  eorum,  and  that  Chrift  has  promifed  that  it  will  flourifli  until  time  fliall 
be  no  more.  Ufque  ad  confiummationem  Jiecidi,  portce  infieri  non  prcevalebunt 
adverfus  earn.  That  confequently  they  fliould  not  be  afhamed  to  belong  to 
a religion,  which  fo  many  kings  and  princes,  fo  many  of  the  mofl:  polilhed 
and  learned  nations  of  the  world,  glory  in  profeffing. 

Remind  them,  that  two  centuries  of  perfecution  have  tried  in  vain  to  per- 
vert them ; that  the  annals  of  the  church,  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  does  not 
afford  another  example  like  theirs  of  perfeverance  in  their  religious  principles. 
Tliat  we  find,  in  the  hiftory  of  every  other  nation  or  people,  that  a much 
fliorter  time  was  fufticient,  by  penal  reftridions  of  religion,  to  gain  over  the 
people  to  the  religion  of  the  ftate ; but  that  two  centuries  of  perfecuting 
laws,  immenfe  fums  of  money  given  by  parliament  to  gain  over  profelytes, 
and  levied  upon  thofe  very  people,  whofe  creeds  they  thereby  endeavoured  to 
purchafe,  left  ftill  the  great  body  of  the  nation  faithful  to  that  fpark,  which 
St.  Patrick  lighted  at  the  great  altar  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  fpread  over 
this  ifland ; and  that  nine-tenths  of  the  nation  at  large,  and  ninety-nine  hun- 
dredths of  this  diocefe  are  ftill  faithful  and  fteady  Catholics,  notwithftanding 
what  they  and  their  anceftors  fuffered  for  their  fidelity,  and  for  ndnch  they  are 
as  unrivalled  in  the  hiftory  of  the  church,  as  infulated  an  exception  to  the 
prevaricating  verfatility  of  man,  as  the  geographical  fituation  of  the  ifland  it- 
felf is  to  the  reft  of  the  world. 

That  portion  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  which  God  has  committed  to  my 
fpiritual  care,  I call  upon  you,  very  reverend  and  dearly  beloved  brethren, 
VoL.  II.  7 o 
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as  my  coadjutors  and  affiftants,  to  aid  me,  by  word,  and  by  example,  to  in- 
ftruft,  and  to  feed,  M'ith  the  word  of  falvation,  and  with  the  bread  of  angels. 
It  is  a laborious,  but  it  is  alfo  a meritorious,  and  an  honorable  employment. 
It  forms  the  ftrongeft  bulwark  to  the  ftate,  by  being  the  beft  fupplement  to 
the  laws ; which,  without  morals,  are  vain.  A faithful  difcharge  of  thefe 
duties,  will  form  our  crown,  and  our  glory,  when,  at  the  laft  day,  the  Su- 
preme Paftor  will  come  to  judge  us,  and  to  judge  the  M-orld. 

A Letter  from  Mr.  Burke  to  Dr.  Hujfcy. 

^Iy  Dear  Friend, 

I HOPE  in  God  this  letter  will  find  you  in  Ireland.  From 
the  moment  that  the  government  who  employed  you  betrayed  you,  they  de- 
termined at  the  fame  time  to  defiroy  you.  They  are  not  a people  to  ftop  fiiort 
in  their  courfe.  You  have  come  to  an  openiflue  with  them.  On  your  part 
what  you  have  done  has  been  perfedtly  agreeable  to  your  duty  as  a Catholic 
bilhop  and  a man  of  honor  and  fpirit.  Whether  it  is  equally  agreeable  to 
thofe  rules  of  circumfpedt  prudence,  which  ought  to  have  their  Aveight  per- 
haps in  an  enflaved  country,  may  admit  of  fome  queftion.  That  many  of  your 
people  Avill  be  ready  to  condemn  you  is  very  probable:  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  they  will  give  you  but  a feeble  fupport,  hoArever  the  lefs  you  haA'e 
to  rely  on  others,  the  more  you  are  to  rely  upon  yourfelf.  There  is  nothing 
I wifii  for  more  than  to  have  fome  converfation  Avith  you.  But  if  juft  now 
you  Avcre  to  come  to  England,  it  Avould  be  conftrued  into  a flight  from  the 
attack  of  Lord — and  IMr. , at  the  fame  time  that  you  Avill  na- 

turally aft  in  a manner  agreeable  to^  the  courageous  difpofitions,  which  you 
have  from  principle,  from  difintereftednefs,  and  a degree  perhaps  from  men- 
tal conftitution,  you  Arill  be  careful  to  preferve  that  temper,  in  Avhich  the  con- 
ilift  which  I fear  you  Avill  be  called  to  Avill  certainly  require.  I expeft  you 

Avail  be  called  before  Lord  D ’s  committee.  I did  not  conceive  that  a 

man  of  fo  little  eftimation  in  either  kingdom,  Avould  have  the  lead  of  the 
lloufe  of  Lords  committed  to  him,  without  fome  purpofe,  that  required  that 
kind  of  inftrument.  I therefore  am  of  opinion,  that  inftead  of  coming  di- 
rect from  W d to  England,  you  ought  to  go  without  delay  to  Dublin. 

llow  could  they  expeft  that  you,  a Catholic  bifliop,  fiiould  not  prefer  your 
own  religion  to  all  others  ? How  could  they  expeft,  that  you  fiiould  be  of 
any  other  opinion  than  mine,  in  Av^hich  you  knoAV  Ave  frequently  agreed, 
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“ that  if  the  Catholics  were  feducecl  or  bullied  from  the  only  religion  they 
“ have  or  can  have,  they  muft  fall  into  inditference  or  into  a6tual  atheifm, 
“ or  its  concomitant  direct  tendency,  actual  rebellion,”  How  could  they 
expeft,  that  if  you  as  a Catholic  pattor,  did  not  ftrongly  affert  the  advantaged 
and  pre-eminence  of  your  own  religion,  yet  as  a good  citizen  you  would  en- 
deavour to  keep  the  people  attached  to  the  only  religion  which  they  can  pof- 
fiblv  have.  How  dare  thev  atfert  it  is  not  the  relioion  of  the  countrv,  in 
which  more  than  100  to  1 in  your  diocefe  are  of  your  communion.  If  they 

iliould  fay,  as  that  buffoon  D n does,  that  this  is  the  religion,  of  the  eom- 

mon  people,  it  is  only  to  fpeak  more  in  its  favor,  becaufe  it  is  for  them  that 
all  religion,  and  eminently  the  Chriftian  religion  is  meant  for  a guide,  for  a 
control  and  for  a confolation.  Thefe  are  principles  you  have  always  held. 
To  he  fure  Chrift  himfelf  has  given  as  a conclufive  proof  in  his  anfwer  to 
John  the  Baptift  of  his  divine  million,  that  the  gofpel  was  preached  to  the  poor. 
The  other  part  of  the  divine  anfwer,  if  you  cannot  imitate  in  miracle  you 
may  as  you  have  always  done  imitate  in  charity.  As  to  vhat  you  faid  to 
the  foldiers,  why  fliould  it  be  wrong  in  you  to  fay  of  them  exaftly  what 
Tertullian  has  faid  of  the  Roman  foldiers  in  his  day?  You  cannot  alter  the 
language  of  the  church,  and  I believe  there  is  no  Proteftant  paftor  (and  I 
believe  you  may  appeal  to  his  Grace  of  Cafhel)  who  diould  attempt  by  any 
rigor  inflidled  or  threatened  to  bring  his  people  to  mafs.  Who  Avould  or  could 
mean  any  other  language  than  what  you  have  done  ? The  great  point  for 
you  (as  I wrote  to  you  before  in  my  firll  long  letter,  becaufe  I knew  that  the 
caftle  junto  do  abfolutely  deny  the  fa6t)  is  to  eftablilli  the  circumftance  either 
of  menace,  coercion,  or  punilliment  as  the  cafe  may  be.  When  you  have 
bottomed  yourfelf  well  upon  thefe  fa61s,  you  need  not  he  afraid  to  meet  the 
vindical  Lord  D upon  this  ground.  I Ihould  not  he  forry,  that  l;he  Ca- 

tholicity of  this  nobleman’s  family  Ihould  be  alleged  as  an  excufe  for  think- 
ing well  of  your  religion,  for  that  whatever  refpe6l  you  have  for  the  prefent 

Lord  D , you  cannot  think  better  of  him  than  you  did  of  the  old  lord, 

who  certainly  had  been  a molt  zealous  Catholic,  that  if  any  perfon  of  thofe 
families  became  more  enlightened  you  could  have  no  obje6tion  to  it,  hut  you 
could  not  think  the  better  of  them  on  account  of  their  converfion,  and  that 
you  hoped  they  would  not  perfecute  you  on  principles  which  would  equally 
well  have  juftified  a perfecution  of  their  anceftors  and  neareft  relations.  That 
you  would  heartily  wifli,  that  every  man  in  the  kingdom  had  as  much  zeal 
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for  the  crov^'n,  and  as  much  abhorrence  for  Jacobinical  principles  as  you  have 
fliewn.  I revert  to  it  again,  you  cannot  leave  Ireland  until  you  have  feen 
Dublin.  There  is  a direct  attack  intended  to  be  made  on  all  your  epifcopacy. 
Dr.  Troy  has  not  fared  better  than  you,  notwithftanding  his  caution  and  the 
fermons  he  has  publiflied  againft  the  taking  of  oaths.  For  I have  this  day 
a letter  from  a moft  refpe61:able.and  dignified  clergyman  of  the  church  of 
England,  in  which  he  tells  me,  that  the  Dublin  caftle  runners  in  London 
propagated  every  where,  that  this  prelate  aftually  had  taken  the  oath  of 
united  Irillimen.  If  you  have  not  wifdom  enough  to  make  common  caufe, 
they  will  cut  you  off  one  by  one.  If  you  are  called  on,  my  opinion  is,  that 
you  ought  to  recapitulate  all  the  proceedings  at  Laughlinftown,  and  to  ftate 
that  you  confider  that  as  the  pledge  of  government,  that  on  your  going  to 
Ireland  you  would  find  the  fame  courfe  perfevered  in.  That  let  them  deter- 
mine what  they  will,  you  are  determined  to  do  your  duty.  That  if  you  have 
e.xprefifed  your  apprehenfions  from  the  perfons  commonly  called  thtjuntOy  it 
is  nothing  but  what  you  are  juftified  in  by  their  own  repeated  declarations  of 
diflike  to  your  whole  body,  and  the  repugnance  which  they  have  always  pub- 
licly expreffed  againft  the  repeal  of  the  feveral  perfecuting  and  difqualifying 
laws.  This  laft  is  only  a hint  in  cafe  they  fliould  urge  you  upon  the  point. 
I feel  as  much  concerned  in  you  as  if  I was  in  my  own  perfon  in  Ireland,  and 

in  your  fituation,  becaufe  you  know  I advifed  you  to  accept  the  D e of 

P d’s  invitation ; though  I confefs  (and  I am  fure  you  remember)  that 

I trembled  at  your  being  committed  at  fuch  times  and  with  fuch  people  ; but 
I thought  it  an  imperious  duty,  and  fo  did  yourfelf  to  do  every  thing  in  3^111* 
power  to  check  the  growth  of  jacobinifm  upon  one  hand,  and  oppreflion, 
which  is  its  beft  friend,  on  the  other.  I hope  you  have  put  down  what  you  in- 
tended about  the  proteft  you  entered  into  with  the  D e of  P d 

and  Mr.  P — t.  Adieu.  I am  with  little  ceremony,  but  great  truth, 

Yours,  &c.  &c. 

Bath,  iQth  May,  1797.  E.  B. 

Another  Letter  from  Mr.  Burke  to  Dr.  Hujfey. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

You  will  eafily  believe,  I am  in  thehigheft  degree  intereft- 
ed  in  any  thing,  Avith  which  3’ou  are  conne6led,  particularly  in  the  moft  im- 
portant obje6l,  by  which  you  are  now  detained  in  Ireland.  I A\^rote  to  you  b}' 

Sir 


APPENDIX, 


203 


Sir  George  Shee.  I hope  you  have  got  that  letter ; not  that  it  contains  any 
thing  very  material,  but  that  I hope  you  will  not  think  me  inattentive  to 
you  or  your  moft  important  purfuit ; for  a long  time  I have  had  no  informa- 
tion, or  nothing  which  deferv’es  the  name,  about  what  you  are  doing.  I hear, 
and  am  extremely  alaimed  at  hearing,  that  the  chancellor  and  the  chiefs  of 
the  benches  are  among  your  truftees ; if  this  be  the  cafe,  fo  as  to  give  them 
the  power  of  intermeddling,  I muft  fairly  fay,  that  I confider,  not  only  all 
the  benefits  of  the  inftitution  to  be  wholly  loft,  but  that  a more  mifchievous 
project  was  never  fet  on  foot.  I fliould  much  fooner  make  your  college,  accord- 
ing to  the  firft  a6t  of  parliament,  a fubordinate  department  of  our  Protefiant 
univerfity,  ablurd  as  I always  thought  that  plan  to  be,  than  to  make  you  the 
inftrument  of  the  inftruments  of  the  jobbing  fyftem.  I am  fure  that  the  con- 
ftant  meddling  of  your  bilhops  and  of  the  clergy  with  the  caftle,  and  of  the 
caftle  with  them,  will  infallibly  fet  them  ill  with  their  own  body ; all  the 
weight,  which  hitherto  the  clergy  have  had  in  keeping  the  people  quiet,  tvill  be 
wholly  loft  if  once  this  Ihould  happen;  at  beftyou  will  have  a marked  fchifm, 
and  more  than  one  kind,  and  I am  greatly  miftaken  if  this  is  not  intended,  and 
diligently  and  fyftematically  purfued.  I am  fteadily  of  my  old  opinion,  that 
this  affair  had  better  be  wholly  dropped,  and  the  government  boon  with  ci- 
vility and  acknowledgment  declined,  than  to  fiibje6t  yourfelves  and  your  re- 
ligion to  your  known  and  avowed  enemies,  who  connect  their  intereft  Avith 
your  humiliation,  and  found  their  own  reputation  on  the  deftrudion  of  yours. 
I have  faid  fo  much  on  this  point  already,  that  I fliall  trouble  you  no  more 
about  it.  As  to  the  committee  of  lay  Catholics,  I am  forry  for  a tone  of 
jacbbinifm  that  was  adopted  by  fome  of  its  principal  members,  but  ftill  more 
fo,  that  it  has  been  dilfolved  : the  bad  principle  might  have  been  kept  under. 
Nothing  ever  can  fave  you  without  fome  committee  of  the  kind.  I wifli  fome- 
thing  of  the  fort  re-eftablifhed ; your  enemies  are  embodied,  what  becomes 
of  you  if  you  are  only  indivnduals  ! 

]\Ir.  Hay  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  who  came  hither  with  an  addrefs 
from  that  part  of  Ireland,  is  on  his  return  to  you,  and  takes  this  v-ith  him. 
I like  him  very  much,  he  is  a zealous,  fpirited,  and  active  young  man.  fie 
has  one  projebt  in  hand  of  great  extent,  and  fome  difficulty,  but  like  to  be 
of  great  ufe : it  is  to  make  an  exact  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land, diftinguiffiing  their  religion.  The  fpecimen  he  has  ihew  n me  if  it  is 
perfebl ; and  I have  no  doubt,  that  with  the  affiftance  of  the  Catholic  clergy 

(without 
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(without  whom  nothing  of  that  fort  can  be  done)  a very  ufeful  work  towards 
every  plan  of  political  oeconoiny  may  he  formed.  I am  fure  every  one  miift 
be  fenfible  of  the  truth  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  alfertion,  on  feeing  Mr.  Hay’s 
plan,  that  the  depreffion  of  the  Catholics  is  not  the  perfeciition  of  a fe6t,  but 
tyranny  over  a people.  In  the  provinces  of  Ireland  (out  of  the  cities)  it  is 
almoit  literally  true  in  fubftance  and  effedt ; it  is  true  of  the  whole  in  the 
parts  marked  in  his  paper,  the  Proteftants  are  not  as  one  to  forty-five ; and 
on  the  whole  I do  not  think,  that  the  county  of  Wexford  is  much  more  Ca- 
tholic than  the  other  counties  in  Leinfter  and  iMunfter.  I know  that  an  ill 
handle  may  be  made  of  this  work,  but  fo  there  is,  and  fo  there  will  be  of 
every  thing  done  for  the  good  of  that  country ; but  this  invidious  reprefen- 
tation  is  not  of  fo  much  prejudice  as  the  knowledge  of  important  truths  will 
be  of  advantage  to  you,  to  the  country,  and  to  a confiderate  government. 

Mr.  Hay  is  fo  good  as  to  take  over  to  you  fome  books  of  your  late  dear 
friend,*  to  be  prefented  as  memorials  of  the  deceafed  to  the  new  college,  or  to 
that  of  Carlow,  as  you  think  bell. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

Beaconsjield,  JimeQth,  1798.  Edmund  Burke. 

To  the  Rev.  Dodor  Hujfey,  Catholic  College. 
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Addrefs  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  h'eland.  {Page  700.) 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  prefented  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  on  Wednefday,  May  the  30th,  1798. 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY, 

WE,  the  underfigned,  his  majefty’s  moft  loyal  fubje6fs  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  think  it  neceffary  at  this  moment  publicly  to 
declare  our  firm  attachment  to  his  raajefty’s  royal  perfon,  and  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  under  which  we  have  the  happinefs  to  live  ; we  feel,  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  his  majefty’s  fubje6fs,  the  danger,  to  which  both  are  expofed  from 
an  implacable  and  enterprizing  enemy  menacing  invafton  from  abroad,  and 
from  the  machinations  of  evil  and  difafte6fed  men  confpiring  treafon  within 


* His  fon  the  late  Richard  Burke, 
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his  majefty’s  kingdom ; under  thefe  impreffions,  we  deem  it  neceffaiy  to  re- 
move, by  an  open  and  explicit  declaration,  every  idea  of  countenance  atforded 
on  our  part  to  a conduct  bearing  even  the  appearance  of  indifference  and  in- 
difcretion,  much  more  to  a conduct  holding  forth  fymptoms  of  difaffedlion 
and  hoftility  to  the  eftabliffied  order  of  government  in  this  kingdom,  in  the 
prefervation  of  which,  though  we  differ  from  it  in  fome  points  of  Ipiritual  con- 
cem,  we  feel  too  deeply  interefted  to  look  with  an  indifferent  eye  at  its 
overthrow. 

Allow  us  then  to  affure  your  exeelleney,  that  we  eontemplate  with  horror 
the  evils  of  every  defcription,  which  the  conduft  of  the  French  republic  has 
produced  on  every  nation  hitherto  weak  enough  to  be  deluded  with  its  pro- 
mifes  of  liberty,  and  offers  of  fraternity  ; we  anticipate  fnnilar  misfortunes  as 
avaiting  this  his  inajefty's  kingdom,  in  the  deprecated  event  of  fuceefsful  in- 
vafion ; with  eonfidence  we  date  our  determination  not  to  be  outdone  by  any 
defcription  of  our  fellow  fubjects,  in  zealous  endeavours  for  averting  that  ca- 
lamity : and  that  although  anxious  to  enjoy,  free  of  every  reftri6tion,  the  full 
benefit  of  our  conftitution,  we  reject  with  indignation  any  idea  of  removing 
the  reftrictions,  under  which  we  ftill  labour,  by  means  of  foreign  invafion,  or 
by  any  other  ftep  inconfiftent  with  the  known  laws  of  the  land ; we  prefer, 
without  hefitation,  our  prefent  ftate  to  any  alteration  thus  obtained  ; and  with 
gratitude  to  the  beft  of  kings,  and  to  our  enlightened  legiflature,  we  aeknow'- 
ledge  fueh  a lhare  of  political  liberty  and  advantage,  already  in  our  poffeffion, 
as  leaves  us  nothing  to  expe6t  from  foreign  aid,  nor  any  motive  to  look  elfe- 
where,  than  to  the  tried  benignity  of  our  fovereign,  and  the  unbiaffed  deter- 
mination of  the  legillature,  as  the  fource  of  future  advantage. 

'SVe  cannot  avoid  expreffing  to  your  excellency  our  regret  at  feeing,  amid 
the  general  delufion,  many,  particularly  of  the  lower  orders,  of  our  religious 
perfuafion  engaged  in  unlawful  affociations  and  praftices.  Yet  we  truft  that 
your  excellency’s  difcernment  will  lead  you  to  make  every  juft  allowance  for 
the  facility,  vith  which  men  open  to  delufion  from  their  fituation  in  life,  are 
led  affray  from  their  political  duty  : it  fiiall  be  our  endeavour  to  call  fuch 
men  to  a fenfe  of  that  duty,  by  pointing  out  to  them,  how  inconfiftent  their 
condu6l  is  with  their  real  intereff,  and  how  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  reli- 
gion vrhich  they  profefs  ; nor  fliall  we  lefs  endeavour,  by  our  conduct,  to  con- 
vince all  deferiptions  of  our  fellow- fubjects,  how  much  we  are  impreffed  with 
the  neceffity  of  laying  afide  all  confiderations  of  religious  diffinctions,  and  join- 
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ing*  in  one  common  effort  for  the  prefervation  of  our  conflitntion,  of  focial 
order,  and  of  the  Chriflian  religion,  againft  a nation  whole  avowed  principles 
aim  at  the  deftruefion  of  them  all. 

We  requeft  your  excellency  will  make  thefe  our  fentiments  known  to  his 
majefty,  and  w'e  rely  Muth  confidence  on  your  excellency’s  acknov/ledged  can- 
dour and  generofity,  that  you  v-ill  reprefent  us  in  that  light,  to  which  w^e  ven- 
ture to  hope  our  conduQ;  and  principles  hav-e  given  us  a juft  claim. 

Fingal,  Southwell, 

Gormaxstown,  Kexmare, 

With  feventy-two  baronets,  gentlemen  of  diftinftion,  and  pro- 
felfors  of  divinity,  together  with  the  Rev.  Peter  Hood, 
D.  D.  prefident  of  the  Royal  College  of  JMaynooth,  for 
himfelf  and  the  profeffors  and  ftudents  of  faid  college,  and 
, above  2000  vdiofe  names  are  too  numerous  to  be  inferted. 


The  following  Addrefs  was  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
by  the  Earl  of  Fingall,  Vifeounts  Gormanftown,  SouthM'ell,  and  Kenmare, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Troy,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Barnewall,  Denis  Thomas  O’Brien,  Hugh 
Hamil,  and  George  Goold,  Efqrs.  and  figned  by  great  numbers  of  Roman 
Catholics  of  Dublin,  and  of  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  : 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY, 

"WE,  the  underfigned  Roman  Catholics,  his  majefty’s  moft 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  excellency  Avith  our 
Avarmeft  congratulations  on  your  excellency’s  appointment  to  thegOA^ernment 
of  this  kingdom. 

Firmly  attached  to  his  majefty’s  royal  perfon  and  family,  and  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  excellent  conftitution,  Ave  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
prefling  to  your  excellency  our  deep  concern  and  regTet,  at  feeing  in  this 
kingdom  the  exiftence  of  a rebellion,  threatening  the  deftrudion  of  each. 
We  beg  leave  to  alfure  your  excellency,  that  Ave  are  determined  to  fpare  no 
exertion  in  our  poAver  for  flopping  its  progrefs ; and  that,  hoAreA^er  our  reli- 
gious tenets  may  prevent  us  from  fubferibing  fome  of  the  tefts,  Avhich,  by  fome 
of  the  exifting  laws,  are  required  as  qualifications  in  certain  inftances,  yet 
none  of  thefe  tenets  militate  againft  the  principles  of  our  happy  conftitution. 
Our  religious  principles  lead  us  to  refill  all  rebellious  conduct,  as  Avell  as  every 
fpecies  of  turbulence  and  infubordination,  and  our  individual  attachment  to 
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his  majefty  and  the  conftitution  further  invites  us  to  fuch  refiftance  ; by  thefe 
principles  your  excellency  will  find  our  conduct  ever  guided,  and  led  by  them 
to  a zealous  co-operation  with  all  others  of  his  majefty’s  loyal  fubjedts.  We 
anticipate  with  confidence,  under  the  direction  of  your  excellency’s  acknow- 
ledged military  and  political  talents,  a fpeedy  determination  of  the  prefent  un- 
happy  ftate  of  this  his  majefty’s  kingdom,  and  an  early  reftoration  of  the  hlef- 
fings  of  internal  peace  and  tranquillity. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant' s Anfwer. 

I HAVE  the  higheft  fatisfaction  in  receiving  your  addrefs. 
The  loyalty  of  the  principles  you  profefs  will,  I doubt  not,  be  fully  evinced  by 
5mur  public  and  effectual  exertions.  The  prefent  unhappy  conjun6ture  calls 
equally  upon  men  of  all  religious  perfuafions  to  mark  their  attachment  to  their 
fovereign  and  our  conftitution,  by  counteracting  the  fpirit  of  anarchy  and 
rebellion,  which  had  difgraced  the  country.  The  influence  of  your  example 
and  authority  may  be  of  effential  fervice,  and  you  may  be  affured  of  my  de- 
termination to  do  jultice  to  your  efforts,  in  repreffing  every  fpecies  of  turbu- 
lence and  infubordination. 


No.  CXI. 

{Page  710.) 

Ihe  following  Declaration  and  Addrefs  have  been  tranfmitted  by  James 
.Stewart,  Efq.  of  Killymoon,  and  laid  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant : 

WE  the  Diffenting  Congregation  of  Cookeftown,  in  the 
county  of  Tyrone,  aflembled  at  our  Meeting-houfe,  on  the  27th  of  May 
1798,  feel  ourfelves  called  upon,  at  this  important  and  alarming  period,  to 
come  forward  and  exprefs  our  attachment  and  loyalty  in  this  public  manner 
to  our  king  and  the  conftitution,  and  pledge  ourfelves,  to  the  utinoft  of  our 
power,  to  preferve  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  community,  and  prevent, 
as  far  as  our  influence  fhall  extend,  that  anarchy  and  confufion,  which  are  fo 
lamentably  difgracing  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  felfion, 

John  Davis,  iMinifter. 

7 P And 
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And  we  do  alfo  requeft  that  James  Stewart,  Efq.  of  Killymoon,  will  pre- 
sent thefe  our  fentiments  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant. 

. The  Addrefs  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  pariih  of  Defartcreat  and  Derry- 
loran,  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  unanimoufly  agreed  to  at  their  refpeciive 
chapels,  on  Sunday  the  3d  day  of  June,  179^,  to  be  prefented  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

ilAY  IT  TLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY, 

WE,  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  pariih  of  De- 
fertcreat  and  Derryloran,  underitanding  with  the  utmoft  concern  that  moft 
daaing  outrages  have,  for  fome  time  paft,  difgraced  our  unfortunate  country, 
and  which,  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom,  feem  as  yet  difturbing  the  public 
peace,  do  think  it  neceffary  at  this  moment  of  alarm,  (when  many  of  our  un- 
fortunate countrymen,  and,  amidft  the  general  delufion  many  of  our  religi- 
ous perfuafion,  are  engaged  in  thofe  unlawful  pra6tices,)  publicly  to  declare 
our  firm  attachment  to  his  gracious  majefly’s  royal  perfon,  and  the  confti- 
tution  under  which  we  have  the  happinefs  to  live.  Under  thefe  impreffions, 
we  alfo  think  it  neceffary  to  remove,  by  an  explicit  declaration,  every  idea 
which  may  be  entertained  of  our  afiifting  or  even  countenancing  the  conda61: 
of  thefe  mifguided  people,  who  are  attempting  to  introduce  into  our  country 
anarchy  and  confufion  : and  we  pledge  ourfelves,  folemnly  and  without  hefi- 
tation  to  proteft,  at  the  hazard  of  all  we  hold  moft  dear,  the  perfon  of  our  moft 
gracious  fovereign  King  George  the  third,  and  the  conftitution  of  this  king- 
dom, againft  all  enemies  foreign  or  domeftic,  who  are  now  or  may  hereafter 
difturb  the  public  peace  or  tranquillity. 

- Signed  by  upwards  of  1000  of  the  inhabitants  of  faid 
pari  files  in  the  prefence  of 

Arthur  Tegart,  Parifii  Prieft. 

N.  B.  The  fignatures  may  be  feen  with  Mr.  Tegart. 
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Roman  Catholic  Chapels  dejiroyed  or  damaged  during  the  late  Rebellion. 

{Page  726.) 


County  of  JVejcford  and  Ferns. 
Denominations.  Dates. 

Boolevogiie,  Whitfunday,  27  May,  1798 


Maglus 

Arklow 

Ramfgrange 

Drumgdld 

Ballymurrin 

Anamoe 

Gorey 

Crane 

Rock 

Ballydulfe 

River 

Monafeed 

Clologne 

Ferns 

Oulart 

Ballygarret 

Ballynamonabeg 

Murntown' 

Monomolin 

Kilrudi 

Marfhalftown 

Croflebegs 

Killenenrin 

Litter,  damaged 

Blackwater,  ditto 

Monageer 

Killely 


30  ditto 
9 June 
19  ditto 
2\  ditto 

22  ditto 
28  ditto 

4 Aug. 

17  Sept 
12  Oct. 

19  ditto 
19  ditto 

25  ditto 

26  ditto 
] 8 Nov. 

28  ditto 
15  Jan. 1799 
24  Feb. 

24  Apr. 

3 May 

15  ditto 
7 June 

23  ditto 

29  ditto 
29  ditto 
29  ditto 

1 July 
1 Sept. 


County  of  JVexford  and  Ferns. 


Denominations. 
Adainftov^^n,  damaged 
Gucrane 

Gurnacuddy,  damaged 

Glanbryan 

Ballimakefy 

Camie 

Davidftown,  damaged 


Dates. 

1 Sept  1799 
oa. 

ditto 

13  Mar.  1800 
16  July 
3 Sept. 

oa. 


Arch-diocfe  Dublin,  County  IVicklow. 

Arklow  - - 9 Junel795 

Roundwood  - 26  ditto 

Anamoe  - - 28  ditto 

Annacorra  (Diocefe  Ferns)  2 Sept 
Wicklow,  damagetl)  2 ditto 
Kilpatrick  - 11  Oct 

Ballinvolagh  - - 11  ditto 

Killeveny  (Diocefe Ferns)  llNov. 
Caftletown  - - ditto 

Albford  - - 25  Jan. 1799 

Glenaly  - - Feb. 

Kilquiggan,  on  Eafter  Sunday 
(Diocefe  of  Leigblin)  24  Mar. 

County  JFichlov',  A rch-diocefe  of  Dublin. 

Johnftown  - 20  Apr.  1 799 

W'icklow  Abbey,  refidence 
of  the  Parilh  Prieft  - 12  July 


Kilmurry 

p 2 


23  Auff. 


Deno- 
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Denominations.  Dates. 

Newbridge, partly  deftroyed,  Nov.1799 
Maceredin,  otherwife  Curyf- 
fort  - March  1800 

County  of  Kilkenny^  Diocefe  of  Offory. 
Rofbercoii,  near  New  Rofs  1 8 Dec.  1 798 
Corren,  near  Kilkenny  4 July  1799 
Miirkall}^  ditto  - ditto 

T ullagher,  near  Rofbercon  Sept.  1 800 

County  Carlow,  Diocefe  of  Leighlin. 
Clonmore  - - 6 Mar.  1799 

Hacketftown,  on  Eafter-day  4 May 
Rathloe  - Aus:. 

Newtown,  damaged  - Mar.  1800 

County  Kildare. 

Kildare,  Diocefe  of  Kildare  4 Junel798 
Caftledermot,  (Arch-diocefe 
of  Dublin)  - 28  Mar.  1799 

Athy,  ditto  - - May 


Denominations.  Dates. 

Queens  County,  Diocefe  of  Leighlin. 

Stradbally  - 24  Junel798 

County  Diocefe  of  Meath. 

Dunbayne  - - 26  May  1 79s 

County  Cavan. 

Killefliandra,  Diocefe  of  Kil- 
more  - - July  1800 

Caolency,  ditto  - - ditto 

King's  County. 

Shinrone,  Diocefe  of  Killaloe, 

County  Dublin. 

Ballyboghill,  Arch-diocefe  of  Dublin, 
accidentally  deftroyed  by  foldiers 
before  the  rebellion. 

County  Cork. 

Kilbrogan,  near  Band  on,  deftroyed  be- 
fore the  rebellion,  or  at  the  com- 
mencement of  it,  by  Scotch  foldiers. 


In  all  fixty-nine  chapels  deftroyed  or  damaged,  of  which  fifty  have  been 
furveyed,  and  compenfation  allowed  and  paid  by  order  of  government,  which 
lias  likewife  ordered  the  others  to  be  eftimated.— Dublin,  6th  May,  1801,  add 
the  parifii  prieft’s  houfe  at  Wicklow. 


No.  CXIII. 

Mr.  Hay's  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon.  {Page  742.) 

Rev.  Sir, 

AS  you  have  publicly  profefled  a wifii  to  be  informed  of 
any  involuntary  errors  contained  in  your  hiftory,  when  fpeculative  opinions 
fupply  the  place  of  fa6l,  and  are  fo  prevalent,  hearfay  evidence,  whether  oral, 
manufcript,  or  printed,  is  to  be  received  with  the  greateft  caution,  and 
the  greateft  fuperiority  of  ocular  information  to  any  other,  induces  me,  from 
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my  pcrfonal  knowledge  of  fads,  to  fend  you,  along  with  my  own  opinion,, 
auxiliary  documents,  that  cannot  fail  to  convince  you  that  the  introduction  of 
my  name  into  your  hiftory  is  not  fuch  as  I am  entitled  to,  and  I hope  your  pro-  * 
feflions  of  liberality  and  candour  may  be  realized  in  doing  juftice  to  my  pre- 
fent  communication.  According  to  the  plan  contained  in  ]\Ir.  Byrne’s  cir- 
cular letter,  two  perfons  deputed  from  each  Catholic  congregation  in  the 
county  of  Wexford,  affembled  at  Ennifcorthy,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1792, 
where  they  eleded  delegates  to  reprefent  the  county  in  the  general  committee 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland;  I attended  this  meeting  as  a voter  from  the  con- 
gregation I belong  to,  and  had  the  honor  of  being  eleded  one  of  the  delegates 
for  the  county  of  Wexford,  fo  that  the  intermediate  ftep  of  baronials  (which 
you  mention  in  your  hiftory)  had  but  a fpeculative  exiftence,  invented  I do 
naturally  fuppofe,  for  the  purpofe  of  aflimilating  the  Catholic  committee  with 
the  fyftem  of  United  Irillimen,  a circumftance  totally  devoid  of  truth,  as  no 
kind  of  communication  exifted  between  them.  In  order  that  the  meeting  oU 
the  general  committee  diould  be  publicly  attended,  propofals  were  made  to 
hire  the  Rotunda  and  other  public  places,  which  could  not  be  obtained.  Such 
difappointment  was  the  more  confpicuous,  as  fuch  refiifal  was  not  fignified  to 
many  other  applications  of  the  fame  kind,  fo  that  no  other  place  but  theTay- 
lor’s-IIall,  in  Back-Lane,'could  be  obtained,  which  precluded  the  poffibility 
of  being  able  to  admit  any  but  the  delegates,  as  it  was  fcarcely  fufficient  to 
contain  them,  and  thus  w^as  the  committee  fruftrated  in  having  their  alfembly 
publicly  attended.  The  firft  meeting  of  this  general  committee  took  place  in 
December,  1792,  for  feven  days  only;  which  you  mention  to  be  many  weeks; 
and  the  fecond  and  final  meeting  was  for  eight  days,  from  the  l6th  of  April, 
1793,  to  the  25th  only,  meeting  on  Saturday  the  20th,  being  in  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  where  all  the  delegates  attended  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
prefcribed  in  the  late  act  of  parliament,  and  this  meeting  ended  in  dilfolution. 
The  colleclions  made  by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  defray  the  necelfary  ex- 
pences  attendant  on  the  purfuit  of  their  emancipation  were  voluntary  fub- 
fcriptions,  not  in  any  degree  airelfments,  as  it  is  evident,  that  the  entreaties  of 
the  fub-coinmittee  (by  no  means  orders)  were  not  attended  to,  as  two-thirds 
of  the  counties  of  Ireland  never  produced  one  farthing.  I paid  the  col- 
lection of  the  county  of  Wexford  to  the  treafurer  in  1792,  and  no  fecond  col- 
ledfion  ever  was  made  there.  The  hatue  of  the  king  could  not  be  ereded, 
although  voted  by  Catholic  gratitude,  which  along  with  other  honorable 
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engagements  of  the  committee,  Avere  fuperfetled  by  the  illiberality  of  the  ge- 
neral and  calumnious  outcry  raifed  at  the  time  againfl:  our  collefilions.  The 
petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  prefented  to  the  king  on  the  2d  January, 
1708,  might  be  fuppofed  to  efcape  animadverfion,  when  his  majefty  was  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  fignify  his  ftrongeft  approbation  in  his  recommendation  to 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  Avho  in  confequence  repealed  the  greater  part  of  the 
penal  ftatutes  againft  Catholics.  The  late  Earl  of  Clare  did  affert,  as  you 
have  done  in  your  hiftory,  that  the  Catholic  petition  was  furprifingly  fraught 
AV'ith  mifreprefentation.  On  this  afllertion  being  fo  publicly  made,  the  petition 
Avas  re-printed,  reciting  the  ftatntes,  on  Avhich  the  allegations  Avere  grounded, 
prepared  by  the  honorable  Simon  Butler,  Avhofe  reputation  as  a lawyer,  the 
chancellor  Avas  too  Avell  aAvare  of  to  attempt  to  expofe  his  error  again,  and 
gave  up  the  point;  fo  that  I imagine  this  public  document  Avill  be  equally 
convincing  to  you,  as  I fend  it  to  you  along  Avith  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
Catholic  committee  relating  to  this  event,  for  your  perufal,  as  I fliould  Avilh 
your  avowal  to  proceed  from  the  moft  perfeft  information  on  the  fubjecl. 
Although  I profefs  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  I fliould  not  be  of  that  com- 
munion one  fmglehour  were  their  tenets  as  they  are  reprefented,  through  that 
baneful  prejudice  fo  prevalent  in  Ireland,  that  proves  fuch  an  effedual  draw- 
back to  the  otherwife  infallible  profperity  of  the  country,  and  I cannot  fuffi- 
ciently  lament  to  fee  fo  induftrioufly  circulated,  as  it  only  ferA’es  to  keep  alive 
thofc  prejudices  that  all  liberal  men  fee  through  and  reprobate  as  a peft  to  fo- 
ciety.  A floop  had  been  fitted  out  by  the  infurgents,  but  twice  condemned 
as  totally  unfit  for  that  fervice,  Avas  hauled  on  one  fide  in  the  harbour,  Avhere 
flie  funk  within  a foot  of  her  deck,  and  remained  in  that  fituation  for  a month, 
Avhen  Ihe  was  punq^ed  out,  and  I was  on  the  fame  day,  Avithout  trial  or  in- 
quiry, fent  on  board  along  Avith  thofc  that  had  been  tried,  and  fentenced  to 
tranfportation.  The  wet  draw  Avas  left  in  the  hold,  and  a little  dry  ftraAv 
fliook  over  it,  \Afiiich  our  Av^alking  on  foon  made  as  bad.  as  the  reft,  fo  that  it 
Avas  not  poffible  to  fit  or  lie  doAvn  Avithout  imbibing  the  Acet,  nor  could  aa'c 
even  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  refting  againft  the  fides  of  the  fliip,  as  the  planks 
Avere  Avater  foaked,  and  the  effervefcence  of  the  putrid  malt  fo  firong  as  to  turn 
money  black  in  our  pockets  in  the  courfe  of  a fcAv  hours;  Ave  had  alfo  a pro- 
fufion  of  rats,  that  bit  fome  of  the  prifoners.  ]\Iy  health  has  been  greatly  im- 
paired by  five  Aveeks  confinement  on  board  this  floop,  and  I fear  it  may  never 
be  perfectly  re-eftablifhed.  I Ihould  detain  you  too  long  Avas  I to  enumerate 
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the  various  hardfliips  I liave  endured  during  a period  of  thirteen  months  that 
I was  confined,  which  I was  at  lafl;  releafed  from  by  an  honorable  acquittal,  at 
the  fummer  aflizes  in  Wexford,  1799}  independent  of  the  amnefty  bill,  whereas 
my  perfecutors  could  be  puniflied  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  conftitiition, 
had  they  not  the  indemnity  bills  to  fereen  their  bafe  and  tyrannical  conduct 
toward  me.  I have  confined  myfelf  merely  to  the  fafts  ftated  in  your  hiftory, 
in  which  I have  been  an  eye  witnefs,  and  in  fome  degree  concerned,  fo  that  it 
precludes  the  pofiibility  of  cavilling  or  contradi6lion,  and  hope  you  may  be 
kind  enough  to  fet  them  in  their  proper  colours.  I requeft  the  favor  of  your 
anfwer,  as  I am  anxious  to  learn  your  determination  on  a fubje6t  you  have 
hitherto  been  fo  much  mifinformed,  as  I do  not  mean  to  let  fuch  a mifrepre- 
fentation  pafs  unrefuted,  to  pofterity,  I am  therefore  anxious  to  learn  your 
anfwer,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  refpe6l, 

Rev.  Sir, 

Your  mofi  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Dublin,  Qth  July,  1802..  Edward  Hay. 


No.  CXIV. 

{Page  743.) 

At  a Meeting  of  the  General  and  feveral  Officers  of  the  United  Army  of  the 
County  of  Wexford,  the  following  Refolutions  were  agreed  upon: 

Rcfolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  fliall  fend  guards  to  certain  baro- 
nies, for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  in  all  men  they  fliall  find  loitering  and  de- 
laying at  home,  or  elfewhere;  and  if  any  refiftance  be  given  to  thofe  guards, 
fo  to  be  fent  by  the  commanding  officer’s  orders,  it  is  our  defire  and  order 
that  fuch  perfons  fo  giving  refifiance  fliall  be  liable  to  be  put  to  death  by  the 
guards,  who  are  to  bear  a commiffion  for  that  purpofe,  and  all  fuch  perfons 
found  to  be  fo  loitering  and  delaying  at  home,  tvhen  brought  in  by  the 
guards,  fliall  be  tried  by  a court  martial,  appointed  and  chofen  from  among 
the  commanders  of  all  the  different  corps,  and  be  puniflied  with  death. 

Refolved,  That  all  officers  fliall  immediately  repair  to  their  refpedive  quar- 
ters, and  remain  with  their  different  coips,  and  not  depart  therefrom  under 
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pain  of  death,  unlefs  authorized  to  quit  by  written  orders  from  the  com- 
mander in  chief  for  that  purpofe. 

It  is  alfo  ordered,  that  a guard  fliall  be  kept  in  rear  of  the  different  armies, 
v’ith  orders  to  flioot  all  perfons  who  fhall  fly  or  defert  from  any  engagement ; 
and  that  thefe>  orders  fliall  be  taken  notice  of  by  all  officers  commanding  in 
fiich  engagement. 

All  men  refufing  to  obey  their  fuperior  officers,  to  be  tried  by  a court 
martial  and  piiniffied  according  to  their  fentence. 

It  is  ordered,  that  all  men  w'ho  fliall  attempt  to  leave  their  refpe6iive  quar- 
ters, when  they  have  been  halted  by  the  commander  in  chief,  fhall  fuffer  death, 
unlefs  they  fliall  have  leave  from  their  officers  for  fo  doing. 

It  is  ordered  by  the  commander  in  chief,  that  all  perfons,  who  have  ftolen 
or  taken  away  any  horfe  or  horfes,  fliall  immediately  bring  in  all  fuch  horfes 
to  the  camp,  at  head  quarters,  otherwife  for  any  horfe  that  fhall  be  found  in 
the  pofTeffion  of  any  perfon  to  whom  he  does  not  belong,  that  perfon  fhall  on 
being  convi61ed  -thereof,  fuffer  death. 

And  any  goods  that  fliall  have  been  plundered  from  any  houfe,  if  not 
brought  into  head  quarters,  or  returned  immediately  to  the  houfes  or  owners, 
that  all  perfons  fo  plundering  as  aforefaid,  fliall,  on  being  convidled  thereof, 
fuffer  fleath. 

It  is  alfo  refolved,  that  any  perfon,  who  fliall  take  upon  them  to  kill  or  mur- 
der any  perfon  or  prifoner,  burn  any  houfe,  or  commit  any  plunder,  without 
fpecial  written  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief,  fliall  fuffer  death. 

By  Order  of  B.  B.  Harvey,  commander  in  Chief, 

Head-Quarters,  Carrick-  Francis  Breen,  Sec.  and  Adj. 

Byrne  Camp,  June  6,  ] 798. 

A proclamation  of  fimilar  tendency  Avas  iffued  at  Wexford  on  the  1 7 th,  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  infurgent  armies  by  General  Edward  Roche,  conceived  in  the 
following  M'ords : 

To  the  People  of  Ireland. 

Countrymen  and  Fellow  Soldiers  ! 

YOUR  patriotic  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  your  country 
have  hitherto  exceeded  your  inofl  fanguine  expedlations,  and  in  a fhort  time 
jnuft  ultimately  be  croivned  ivith  fuccefs.  Liberty  has  raifed  her  drooping 
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head,  thoufands  daily  flock  to  her  ftandard,  the  voice  of  her  children  every 
where  prevails.  Let  us  then  in  the  moment  of  triumph,  return  thanks  to  the 
Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe,  that  a total  ftop  has  been  put  to  thofe  fan- 
guinary  meafures,  which  of  late  were  but  too  often  reforted  to  by  the  creatures 
of  government,  to  keep  the  people  in  flavery. 

Nothing  now  my  countrymen,  appears  neceffary  to  fecure  the  conquefts 
you  have  already  won,  but  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands  of  your 
chiefs;  for  through  a want  of  proper  fubordiuation  and  difcipline,  all  may  be 
changed. 

At  this  eventful  period,  all  Europe  mull  admire,  and  pofterity  will  read  with 
aflonifliment,  the  heroic  a6ts  achieved  by  people  flrangers  to  military  tadics, 
and  having  few  profeflional  commanders;  but  what  power  can  refift  men 
fighting  for  liberty? 

In  the  moment  of  triumph,  my  countrymen,  let  not  your  victories  be  tar- 
nillied  with  any  wanton  act  of  cruelty ; many  of  thofe  unfortunate  men  now 
in  prifon  were  not  your  enemies  from  principle ; molt  of  them,  compelled  by 
neceflity,  were  obliged  to  oppofe  you;  neither  let  a difference  in  religious  fen- 
timents  caufe  a difference  among  the  people.  Recur  to  the  debates  in  the  Irifli 
Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  IQth  of  February  laft ; you  will  there  fee  a patriotic  and 
enlightened  Proteflant  bilhop  (Down,  and  many  of  the  lay  lords)  with  manly 
eloquence,  pleading  for  Catholic  emancipation  and  parliamentary  reform,  in 
oppofition  to  the  haughty  arguments  of  the  lord  chancellor,  and  the  powerful 
oppofition  of  his  fellow-courtiers. 

To  promote  a union  of  brotherhood  and  affe6lion  among  our  countrymen 
of  all  religious  perfuafions,  has  been  our  principal  objedt ; we  have  fworn  in 
the  inofl  folemn  manner,  have  affociated  for  this  laudable  purpofe,  and  no 
poAver  on  earth  fliall  fliake  our  refolution. 

To  my  Proteflant  foldiers  I feel  much  indebted  for  their  gallant  behaviour 
in  the  field,  where  they  exhibited  fignal  proofs  of  bravery  in  the  caufe. 

TFeiford,  June  7,  1798*  Edward  Roche. 
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No.  CXV. 

{Page  758.) 

'Refutation  of  the  Charges  againji  Dr.  Caulfield  and  the  Catholic  Clergy  of 

Wexford. 

SIR  Richard  Mufgrave,  in  a pamphlet  entitled,  Obfervations  on  the  Re-  * 
ply  of  the  Rev.  Do6lor  Caulfield,  and  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  of  Wex- 
ford, has  lately  publiflred  a copy  of  an  affidavit  without  any  date,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  made  by  one  Higginbottom,  with  a view  to  criminate  the  Ca- 
tholic bifliop  of  Ferns  and  his  clergy,  to  the  following  effe6l,  viz. 

John  Higginbottom  fweareth  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts,  that  he  was  a pri- 
foner  with  the  rebels  in  Gorey,  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Arklow ; that  he  M^as 
bailed  out  by  Furlong,  D’Arcy,  and  Rofliter,  of  Gorey,  and  thereby  permitted 
to  be  a prifoner  at  large ; that  he  went  with  Roffiter  into  D’Arcy’s,  a public 
houfe,  and  into  a room  where  they  fat  to  drink,  and  fiiortly  after,  Kavanagh 
and  Synnott,  priefts,  and  two  other  rebels,  came  in  to  them;  that,  after  fome 
time,  Synnott  faid,  Murphy  had  but  feven  men  when  he  began  the  bufinefs, 
and  now  you  fee  what  it  has  come  to ; he  then  took  out  a letter  and  fiiewed  it 
to  Redmond,  faying,  you  may  read  that,  and  fee  how  long  I have  been  con- 
cerned in  this  bufinefs;  and  though  I flood  againfl  it  as  long  as  I could,  you 
may  fee,  in  that  letter,  how  I was  compelled  by  my  bifiiop  to  it : fome 
time  after,  while  the  battle  raged  and  could  be  heard,  he  faid,  there  are  fome 
people  now  lalhed  round  hell  with  an  iron  flail. 

Sworn  before  me,  Peter  Browne.  John  Higginbottom. 

I certify,  that  the  above  affidavit  was  made  before  me,  and  that  I know 
Higginbottom  well,  and  believe  him  to  be  well  worthy  of  credit. 

Peter  Browne,  Dean  of  Ferns. 

Too  many  perfons  are  attempted  to  be  traduced  and  criminated  by  the 
publication  of  the  above  affidavit,  not  to  fet  the  public  right  upon  the  fa6l. 
The  prurient  lufl  for  falfehood  in  fome  authors  is  as  unbounded  as  it  is  incom- 
prehenfible.  The  following  declaration  of  Mr.  Synnott  is  fubmitted  to  the 
reader,  with  fome  affidavits  of  refpe(5lable  perfons  in  refutation  of  that  of  Hig- 
ginbottom. 

I,  John  Synnott,  parifii  priefl  of  Gorey,  mentioned,  or  fuppofed  to  be  men- 
tioned, in  a form  of  affidavit,  faid  to  have  been  made  by  John  Higginbottom, 
and  publifhed  in  a pamphlet  entitled,  Obfervatmis  on  the  Reply  of  the  Right 
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Reo.  DoB.or  Caulfield,  8^c.  Dublin,  printed  by  Marchbank,  1802,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  be  written  by  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  Bart,  feeling  myfelf  criminally 
and  falfely  charged  therein,  deem  it  a duty  to  the  public  and  myfelf  to  do 
away,  fo  far  as  in  my  lies,  the  unfavorable  impreffion  which  the  misftatement^ 
of  the  publilher  are  calculated  to  make  to  the  prejudice  of  my  bifliop  and  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  miniftry  in  general,  do  make  the  following  folemn  decla- 
ration : 

In  the  awful  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  the  fovereign  judge  of  the  living 
and  the  dead,  I do  folemnly  declare,  that  I was  not  in  Gorey  during  the 
battle  of  Arklow;  that  I was  not  in  D’Arcy’s  houfe  on  that  day;  and  that  I 
did  not  fee  the  deponent,  John  Higginbottom,  during  the  battle  of  Arklow', 
or  on  that  whole  day;  that  I did  not  any  where  take  out  or  drew  Redmond 
the  letter  referred  to  in  the  faid  affidavit,  fetting  forth  how  long  I was  con- 
cerned in  the  bufinefs  (rebellion),  and  that  though  I Hood  againft  it  as  long 
as  I could,  I was  compelled  by  the  biffiop  to  it;  that  I never  exprefled  or  ufed 
fuch  words,  or  others  of  fimilar  tendency  attributed  to  me ; nor  thefe — there 
are  fome  people  now  lajhed  round  hell  with  an  iron  fail,  words  which  I never 
heard  of  until  I read  them  in  the  alleged  affidavit  of  Higginbottom.  I alfo 
declare  in  fame  manner,  that  I could  not  drew  any  letter  of  the  import  alluded 
to  above,  becaufe  I never  received  from  my  bidiop.  Right  Rev.  Doctor  Caul- 
field, any  letter,  tending  to  fedition,  turbulence,  or  rebellion ; on  the  con- 
trary, I received  feveral  letters  from  him,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  before  the 
rebellion,  and  in  the  beginning  of  that  very  year  until  he  was  called  to 
Dublin,  dire6ling  and  ordering  me  and  the  other  clergy  of  the  diftrict,  to 
ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  imprefs  on  our  docks  refpe6tively  the  fmfulnefs 
of  unlawful  oaths,  of  all  combinations  or  confpiracies,  and  unlawful  meet- 
ings, tending  to  fedition,  turbulence,  or  difturbance  of  the  public  peace  and 
tranquillity,  and  that  fuch  had  been  the  Dodor’s  conftant  theme  whenever 
he  perfonally  met  his  clergy,  uniformly  on  fuch  occafions,  and  by  circular 
letters,  declaring,  that  any  Roman  Catholic,  who  did  not  condu6l  himfelf 
conformably  to  thefe  infl;ru61ions,  was  abfolutely  difqualificd,  and  could  not 
be  admitted  to  facraments : that  loyalty  to  our  king,  and  fubmiffion  to  his 
government,  were  indifpenfable  Chriftian  duties,  and  that  no  one  can  be  a 
good  Chriftian,  who  is  not  a good  fubjecl. 

How  or  why  that  fuppofed  affidavit  without  date,  has  not  made  its  appear- 
ance in  public  till  this  late  period,  is  not  eafily  accounted  for,  or  how  it  could 
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have  fo  long  eluded  the  diligence  of  the  compiler  of  the  memoirs:  but  let  the 
candid  public  compare  it  vdth  what  I have  now  truly  fet  forth,  (which  1 am 
ready  to  declare  on  oath  in  any  court)  and  with  the  following  affidavits  made 
hy  the  very  menftated  to  have  been  prefent,  vdien  the  fubjedl  matter  of  Hig- 
ginbottom's  affidavit  occurred,  and  let  them  or  any  man  of  common  fenfe 
judge  of  its  authenticity,  and  how  far  it  tends  to  criminate  the  condudtof 
Dr.  Caulfield,  and  reverend  Father  Kavanagh,  fo  often  mentioned  in  thofe 
memoirs,  publiflied  by  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave. 

Gorty,  4th  Nov.  1802.  John  Synnott,  P.  P. 


I.  IMatthew  D’Arcey,  late  of  Gorey,  fweareth  on  the  holy  Evangelifts,  that 
he  lived  in  Gorey  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Arklow  ; that  he  remembers  John 
Higginbottom  to  have  been  in  his  houfe  that  day  in  company  with  John 
Roffiter,  of  Gorey,  has  no  recolledlion  of  Rev.  John  Synnott,  or  Rev.  Fran- 
cis Kavanagh,  to  have  been  in  his  houfe,  or  in  Higginbottom’s  company  on 
that  day;  and  pofitively  denies  to  have  not  feen  or  heard  any  thing  of  the 
letter  fpoken  of  in  Higginbottom’s  affidavit ; and  further  faith,  that  his  affi- 
davit is  made  at  the  requeft  of  the  Rev.  John  Synnott,  of  the  county  Wex- 
ford. 

Hugh  Trevor.  Matthew  D’Arcey. 

Dublin,  June  \oth,  1802. 


II.  John  Redmond,  late  of  Kilkavin,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  maketh 
oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts,  that  the  Rev.  John  Synnott  never  ftiewed  him 
any  fuch  letter  from  his  biftiop,  nor  ever  ufed  any  fuch  expreffions  in  his 
hearing,  as  ftated  in  John  Higginbottom’s  affidavit,  and  that  he,  John  Red- 
mond, was  as  far  diftant  from  Gorey  as  Kilkhavin,  which  is  three  miles,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  battle  of  Arklow  until  the  day  following;  and  fur- 
ther faith,  that  this  affidavit  is  made  at  the  requeft  of  the  Rev.  John  Synnott, 
of  the  county  Wexford.  Sworn  before  me  this  15th  day  of  June,  1802. 

Hugh  Trevor.  John  Redmond. 


HI.  County  of  Wexford  to  Wit. — The  Rev.  Patrick  Stafford,  of  Clon- 
filla,  in  faid  county,  prieft,  came  before  me  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for 
faid  county,  and  made  his  voluntary  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts,  that  on 
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the  clay  of  the  battle  of  Arklow,  the  Rev.  John  Synnott,  P.  P.  was  in 
company  with  him  ; and  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  battle  they  were 
not  in  Gorey,  or  Muthin  a mile  of  it ; and  further  faith,  that  this  affidavit  is 
made  at  the  requelt  of  faid  John  Synnott.  Sworn  before  me  l8th  June,  1802. 

Annesley  Brownrigg.  Patrick  Stafford. 


IV.  County  of  JVe.iford  to  JVit. — John  Roffeter,  of  Gorey,  fadler  of 
faid  county,  came  before  me  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for  faid  county, 
and  made  his  voluntary  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts,  and  faith,  that  on  the 
battle  day  of  Arklow,  in  the  late  rebellion,  he  did  not  fee  the  Rev.  John  Syn- 
nott, the  Rev.  Francis  Kavanagh,  or  John  Redmond  of  Kilkavin,  at  Matthew 
D’Arcey’s,  or  any  other  houfe  in  Gorey,  or  any  other  place  on  faid  da}'- ; and 
further,  he  had  never  feen  the  Rev,  John  Synnott  hand  a letter  to  John  Red- 
mond, or  fay  he  had  any  orders  from  his  bilhop,  or  any  other  perfon  to  a6l  in 
that  bufmefs ; and  further  declare,  that  he  never  ufed  fuch  expreflious  in 
his  hearing  as  is  Rated  in  John  Higginbottom’s  affidavit. 

Sworn  before  me  this  19th  day  of  June,  1802.  This  affidavit  was  made  at 
the  requeft  of  the  Rev.  John  Synnott. 

James  White.  John  Rosseter, 
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A Lift  of  the  Members  who  voted  agahiji  and  for  an  Union  with  Great 
Britain,  on  the  ‘lAth  of  January,  1799.  {PageS^b.) 


The  following  gentlemen  voted  againft  the  Union. 


Hon.  A.  Achefon  (l) 
W.  C.  Alcock 
!M.  Archdall  (l) 
David  Babin  gton 
John  Bagwell  (1) 
William  Bagwell 
John  Ball 
Jonah  Barrington 
J.  C.  Beresford 


Arthur  Browne 
William  Burton  (l) 
Robert  Crowe 
Lord  Vife,  Corry  (j) 
Lord  Clements  (l) 
Lord  Cole  (l) 

Hon.  Col.  Cole 
George  Crookffiank 
Hon.  J.  Creighton 


Flon.  A.  Creighton 
Jof.  Edward  Cooper  (l) 
Henry  Coddington 
James  Cane 
Lord  Caulfield  (l) 

D.  B.  Daly  (l) 

Richard  Dawfon 
Arthur  Dawfon 
Francis  Dobbs 
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Richard  F.  Edgeworth 
John  Egan 
George  Evans 
Sir  John  Freke,  Bt. 

Fred.  J.  Falkiner  (l) 

Rt.  Hon,  J.  Fitzgerald 
W.  C.  Fortefcue  (l) 
Hon.  Thomas  Fofter 
Arthur  French  (1) 
William  Gore 
Han  Gorges  (l) 

Hans  Hamilton  (l) 
William  Handcock 
Edward  Hardman 
Francis  Hardy 
Sir  Jof,  Hoare 
Alexander  Hamilton 
Hon.  A.  C.  Hamilton 
Sir  Francis  Hopkins 
Gilbert  King 
Charles  King 
Hon.  Robert  King 
Rt.  Hon.  Henry  King 
John  King  (2) ' 

Lord  Vifcount  Kingfbo- 
rough  (l) 

Hon.  G.  Knox 
Francis  Knox 
John  Latouche  (l) 
John  Latouche,  jun. 
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Robert  Latouche 
Dav.  Latouche,  jun. 

C.  P.  Letlie  (l) 

Edward  Lee 
Sir  Thomas  Leighton 
A.  Montgomery  (l) 

Sir  John  M‘Cartney 
Colonel  John  Maxwell 
Wm.  Thomas  Monfell 
Arthur  Moore 
Lord  Mathew  (l) 

John  Metge 
Richard  Neville 
Thomas  Newenham 
Charles  O’Hara  (l) 
Henry  Ofborne 
Sir  Edward  O’Brien 
Hon.W.  O’Callaghan  (2) 
Hugh  O’Donnel 
James  M.  O’Donnel 
Rt.  Hon.  G.  Ogle 
Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Brabazon 
Ponfonby  (l) 

George  Ponfonby 
Major  Wm.  Ponfonby 
John  Prefton 
Jofeph  Prefton 
Sir  John  Parnel  (l) 
Richard  Power  (l) 

Sir  L.  Parfons  (l)  (3) 


W.  C.  Phinket 
William  Ruxton 
Abel  Ram  (l) 
Guftavus  Rochford  (1) 
John  S.  Rochford 
Sir  Wm.  Richardfon 
Fr.  Saunderfon  (l) 

W.  Smyth,  Weftm.  (l) 
James  Stewart  (l) 
Henry  Stewart  (2) 

Sir  R.  St.  George 
Hon.  B.  Stratford 
Hon.  Barry  St,  Leger 
Nathaniel  Sneyd 
H.  W.  J.  Skeftington 
Thomas  Stannus 
Francis  Savage  (l)  (2) 
William  Tighe 
Henry  Tighe 
Hon.  R.  Trench  (l) 

John  Tavlor 

%/ 

Hon.  R.  Taylor  (2) 
Thomas  Townfend 
Charles  Vereker 
Owen  Wynne 
John  Waller  (l) 

E.  D.  Wilfon 
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The  following  are  thofe  who  voted  for  an  Union. 


R.  Alexander 
H.  Alexander 
R.  Annefley 
R.  Archdall 


William  Barley  J.  Bingham 

R.Hon.J.Beresford(l  2)  J.  H.  Blake  (l) 
J.  Beresford,  jun.  W.  Blakeney 

Marcus  Beresford  Sir  J.  Blaquiere 


Anthony 
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Anthony  Botel 
James  Boyd 
Lord  Boyle  ( 1 ) 

Rt.  Hon.  D.  Browne  (] 
Stewart  Bruce 
George  Burdett 
Thomas  Burgh 
Lord  Caftlereagh  (l) 
Sir  H.  Cavendifh 
George  Cavendifh 
Broderick  Chinnery 
Rt  Hon.T.  Conolly  (l 

E.  Cooke 
C.  H.  Coote  (1) 

R.  Cornwall 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  Corry 
Sir  J.  Cotter 
R.  Cotter 
W.  A.  Crofbie 
St.  George  Daly 
William  Elliot 
General  Euftace 
Lord  Cha.  Fitzgerald 
A.  Fergufon 
Maurice  Fitzgerald 
R.  U.  Fitzgerald  (l) 
Hon.  W.  Forward 
Sir  C.  Fortefcue 
J.  Galbraith 
H.  D.  Grady 
Richard  Hare 

F.  Hare 
Hugh  Howard 


Colonel  B.  Henniker 
Peter  Holmes 
Hon.  F.  Hutchinfon 
l)  Hon.  J.  Hutchinfon 
Col.  G.  Jackfon  (l) 
Denham  Jephfon 
Hon.  John  Jocelyn 
Robert  Johnfon 
Walter  Jones 
Theo.  Jones 
John  Keane 
) James  Kearney 
Henry  Kemmis 
William  Knott 
Andrew  Knox 
James  Knox 
Sir  H.  Langrifhe  (2) 
Thomas  Lindfay,  fen. 
Thomas  Lindfay,  jun. 
M.  Longfield 
John  Longfield 
Captain  J.  Longfield 
Francis  M‘Namara 
Rofs  Mahon 
Richard  Martin 
) Rt.  Hon.  J.  ]\I.  Mafon 
H.  Dillon  Malfey 
James  M'Cleland 
E.  A.  M‘Naghten 
Lorenzo  Moor 
Stephen  Moor 
Rt  Hon.  Lodge  Morres 
Sir  Richard  Mufgrave 


Thomas  Nelbit 
SirW.  Newcomen  0) 
W.  Odell  (1) 

C.  M,  Ormfby 
Charles  Olborn 
T.  Pakenham 
Frederick  Trench 
Sir  Boyle  Roche 
R.  Rutledge 
Sir  George  Shee 
H.  Skeffington 
William  Smith 
Henry  M.  Sandford 
Edmond  Stanley 
John  Staples  (l) 

John  Stewart 
John  Stratton 
Charles  Tottenham 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  Toler 
J.  Townfend 
Lord  Tyrone  (3) 

R.  Uniacke 
J.  O.  Vandeleur 
James  Verner 
Lieut.  Col.  Wemyfs 
Henry  Weftenra 
Thomas  Whaley 
Ben.  B.  Woodward 
W.  Yelverton 
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Thus  marked  (l),  country  members. 

Thus  marked  (2),  abfent  on  the  firft  day. 

Thus  marked  (3),  tellers  the  firft  day.  No. 
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No.  CXVI. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Dr.  Caulfield  to  James  Boydy  Efq.  (P.  761.) 

Sir, 

WITH  equal  furprife  and  concern  I have  lately  been 
told,  that  it  is  whifpered  about,  you  have  many  grievous  charges  againft  me, 
as  many  as  would  hang  fifty  men.  If  this  report  be  founded  in  truth,  confcious 
innocence  prelTes  me  to  requeft,  and  I expert  from  your  candour,  that  you  will 
have  the  goodnefs  to  let  me  know  it ; for  I do  not,  nor  will  I flculk,  or  fly 
from  juftice,  or  the  laws.  I fiiall  be  here,  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  openly, 
and  ready  to  anfwer  any  legal  or  fair  call : I hope  you  will  believe  me,  when 
I afllire  you,  that  I fliall  by  many  degrees  prefer  innocent  death  to  inglorious 
and  wounded  honor. 

That  I have  been  foully  calumniated,  and  moft  grofsly  infulted,  is  too  no- 
torious ; and  that  I bore  it  in  all  meeknefs  and  patience  is  not  lefs  fo ; nor  is 
it  a fecret,  though  fince  overlooked,  that  during  the  horrid  rebellion  in  Wex- 
ford, I did  every  thing  in  my  poAver  to  ferve  and  fave  my  Proteftant  neigh- 
bours and  their  property ; and  if  I did  not  more,  it  was  unfortunate  for  them 
and  painful  for  me,  that  I could  not  effect  it,  being  myfelf  in  conftant  terror 
for  my  life.  The  fabrications  and  falfe  tales  of  the  ignorant  I can,  I thank 
God,  defpife  ; but  charges  of  treafon  or  felony  are  too  much  for  a Chriftiau 
innocent  man  to  bear. 

This  confideration,  I hope,  Avill  make  my  apology  for  giving  you  this 
trouble  ; humbly  requefting  you  will  inform  me  how  I hand  in  that  relpect. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  refpe6l, 

Sir, 

Your  moft  humble 

And  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Baltimore,  May  11,  1800.  James  Caulfield. 
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No.  CXVII. 

Refolutions  in  Favor  of  Mr.  Fojler.  (P.  914.) 

COUNTY  OF  LOUTH. 

AT  a numerous  and  refpeftable  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Louth,  held  at  Dundalk,  on  IMonday,  January  the  14th,  1799,  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions  Avere  unanimoudy  agreed  to. 

John  M‘Clintock,  Efq.  jun.  High  Sheriff  in  the  chair. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  as  Avell  as  the  right  of  the  freeholders  and 
burgeffes  of  Ireland  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  on  the  fubje6t  of  a Union. 

Refolved,  That  our  reprefentatives  Avere  not  empoAvered  at  their  eledlion  to 
furrender  the  conftitutional  privileges  of  their  conflituents. 

Refolved,  That  the  rapid  improA'ement  of  this  kingdom  fmce  the  date  of 
her  legiflath'e  independence,  clearly  eA'inces  that  an  independent  Irifli  legif- 
lature  is  as  neceffary  as  Britifli  connexion  to  the  profperity  of  Ireland. 

RefoU^ed,  That  an  Union  Avould  not  only  deprive  us  of  many  of  ourdeareft 
rights,  but  render  the  enjoyment  of  the  remainder  precarious  and  uncertain, 
and  A\’ould  for  ever  deftroy  the  fecurity  that  Ireland  noAv  poffefles,  for  their 
continuance. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  impolitic  and  unAvife  to  agitate,  at  this  time,  a queftion 
that  may  lead  to  a recurrence  to  firfi:  principles. 

Refolved,  That  firmly  attached  as  Ave  are  to  Britifli  connexion,  Ave  do  to- 
tally difapprove  of  a plan  of  a legiflatiA'e  Union  betAveen  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

Refolved,  That  thefe  our  fentiments  be  communicated  to  our  reprefenta- 
tRes,  in  Avhofe  attachment  to  the  conftitution  and  true  interefts  of  Ireland  Ave 
have  the  moft  firm  reliance. 

The  high  fheriflf  having  left  the  chair,  and  Air.  Balfour  having  taken  it,  it 
Avas  refolved,  ^ 

That  our  thanks  be  given  to  our  Avorthy  high  flieriff,  for  his  readinefs  to 
convene  the  county,  and  his  proper  condudt  in  the  chair. 

To  the  Electors  of  the  County  of  Louth. 

Gentlemen, 

I THANK  you  for  your  fentiments,  and  it  is  a great  fa- 
tisfadion  to  me,  to  find  my  oavh  opinion  flrengthened  by  your  explicit  de- 

Vo  l.  II.  7 R claration, 
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claration,  that  an  Irifli  independent  legiflature  is  as  neceflary  as  Britifh  con- 
nexion to  the  profperity  of  Ireland. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  have  faid  fo  in  ftrong  language,  when  they  ftated 
to  his  majefty  in  1782,  that  the  very  effence  of  our  liberties  exifts  in  the  right 
of  a foie  legiflature,  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a right  which  they  then  claimed 
on  the  part  of  all  the  people  as  their  birthright,  and  which  they  declared  to 
his  majefty  they  could  not  yield  but  with  their  lives. 

I joined  in  that  ftatement,  and  we  were  afterwards  told  from  the  throne, 
that  both  countries  had  pledged  their  good  faith  to  each  other,  that  their 
bell  fecurity  would  be  an  inviolable  adherence  to  that  compadt ; and  we  were 
defired  to  convince  the  people,  that  the  two  kingdoms  were  then  one,  indif* 
folubly  connected  in  unity  of  conftitution,  and  unity  of  Intereft. 

Nothing  then  remains  to  ftrengthen  our  union.  We  have  adhered  to  that 
compadt,  fo  has  Great  Britain  ; and  we  have  rifen  to  profperity  with  a rapid- 
nefs  beyond  example  lince  it  was  made.  I fee  no  concern  either  of  imperial 
concern  or  local  neceflity,  Avhich  can  juftify  our  attempting  a change,  much 
lefs  fuch  a change  as  would  annihilate  that  birthright,  by  the  confirmation  of 
which  our  trade  and  manufadlures  felt  a fecurity  that  immediately  roufed  a 
happy  fpirit  of  exertion,  the  furrender  of  which  would  not  only  make  the 
employment  of  thole  exertions  precarious,  but  Avould  equally  take  away  all 
fecurity  of  permanence  from  every  advantage,  which  any  perfons  might  be 
ignorantly  deluded  into  a hope  of  from  the  projedled  meafure  of  a legiflative 
Union.  In  truth,  I fee  much  danger,  and  a probable  decreafe  to  our  trade 
and  manufadlures  from  the  meafure,  and  I cannot  conceive  any  one  advan- 
tage to  them  from  it. 

If  the  linen  manufadlure  refts  at  all  on  any  compadl,  that  compadl  was  made 
with  the  Irifli  parliament,  the  extindlion  of  which  takes  away  a fecurity  we 
have  found  adequate,  and  leaves  it  without  the  protedlion  of  its  natural 
guardians,  who  by  their  vigilance,  their  regulations,  and  their  bounties,  have 
more  than  doubled  its  export  within  a few  years  pafl. 

As  an  Irifliman  then,  I fliould  oppofe  the  meafure,  and  as  a member  of  the 
empire,  I fliould  not  be  lefs  averfe  to  it ; for  the  innovation  it  would  make  in 
the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  with  whom  we  inufl;  ftand  or  fall,  may  fo 
endanger  that  conftitution,  as  in  the  end  to  overturn  it,  and  with  it  the  whole 
of  the  empire. 

Nor  can  I look  at  the  circumflances  of  the  times  without  depreciating  its 
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being  propofed,  vhcn  tlie  French  proceedings  teach  us  the  danger  of  inno- 
vating on  the  eftablidied  confutation,  and,  when  it  muft  be  peculiarly  alarm- 
ing to  Ireland,  fcarcely  refted  from  a cruel  and  unprovoked  rebellion,  to  have 
the  public  mind  again  agitated  by  an  unnecelfary,  unprovoked,  and  unfoli- 
cited  proje6l.  Thefe  are  my  fentiments. 

The  entire  confidence  you  repofe  in  my  attachment  to  the  conftitution, 
and  the  true  interefts  of  Ireland,  call  upon  me  to  ftate  them  fully  to  you.  You 
fiiall  not  find  that  confidence  mifplaced.  I fiiall  oppofe  the  meafure,  and  I 
remain,  with  the  mofl;  perfect  efteem  and  affection, 

5 Your  very  obliged  and  faithful  humble  fervant,  , 

Collon,  January  I5th,  1799-  John  Foster. 

To  the  Electors  of  the  County  of  Louth. 

Gentlemen, 

I H received  your  addrefs,  and  return  you  my  thanks 
for  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me. 

I entirely  agree  with  you,  that  an  independent  Irifli  legiflature  is  as  necef- 
fary  as  Britilli  connexion  to  the  profperity  of  Ireland,  and  that  it  is  impolitic 
at  prefent  to  agitate  a queftion  of  legiflative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  ^ I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
William  Charles  Fortescue. 

Ravenf dale  Park,  January  1 5th,  1799- 

CITY  OF  DUBLIN. 

At  a g’eneral  alfembly  of  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs, 
Commons,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  held  on  the  I8th  of  January, 
the  following  refolutions  were  unanimoufiy  agreed  to: 

Refolved,  That  by  the  exertions  of  the  people  and  parliament  of  this 
kingdom,  the  trade  and  conftitution  thereof  were  fettled  on  principles  fo  li- 
beral, that  the  nation  has  rifen  ever  fince  rapidly  in  wealth  and  confequence. 

Refolved,  That  having  boldly  defended  the  conftitution  in  king,  lords, 
and  commons,  againft  the  open  and  fecret  abettors  of  rebellion.  Are  are  de- 
termined fteadily  to  op[X)fe  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  furrender  the. 
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free  legiflation  of  this  kingdom,  by  uniting  it  with  the  legiflature  of  Great 
Britain. 

Refolved,  That  viewing  the  meafure  of  an  Union  with  Great  Britain  as 
one  fraught  with  themofl;  fatal  confequences  to  this  kingdom,  tending  to  an- 
nihilate the  conftitution  thereof,  any  perfon  bringing  forward  fuch  a propofi- 
tion,  would  in  our  opinion  be  an  enemy  to  the  king’s  government  in  this 
country,  by  endangering  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  our  duty  and  our  determination  to  fupport  inviolably 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  the  privileges  of  the  people. 

Refolved,  That  any  minifter  who  fliall  advife  his  majelly,  by  the  exercife 
of  any  of  his  prerogatives,  to  influence  or  deter  any  member  of  the  legifla- 
ture from  the  free  ufe  of  his  judgment  in  parliament,  will  thereby  commit  a 
high  crime  againft  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  independence  of 
the  parliament,  and  the  conftitution  of  the  realm. 

Refolved,  That  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  publilhed. 

Signed  by  order, 

Allen  and  Greene,  Town  Clerks. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  at  a general  aflembly  of  the  Right  Honorable  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Commons,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  held 
on  the  18th  day  of  January,  UftO?  it  was  refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  fol- 
lowing addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  Right  Honorable  John  Fofter,  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  Mayor,  Sheriff's,  Commons,  and 
Citizens  of  Dubl'in,  'm  Common  Council  affembled. 

Sir, 

AIMIDST  the  terror  which  the  threatened  invafion  of  our 
liberties,  and  our  fortunes,  and  our  commerce  have  fpread  around,  the  hearts 
of  Iriflimen,  though  fickened  with  difguft,  and  influenced  Avith  indignation, 
are  yet  ftrangers  to  defpair.  From  thofe  talents  and  that  virtue,  in  which 
fhe  has  often  found  relief,  your  country  again  demands  protection.  Suffer 
not  a nation,  to  which  you  have  heretofore  been  a fliield,  to  expire  Avflthout 
an  effort  to  fave  her.  Come  forward  with  all  that  animated  zeal  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  empire,  with  that  affectionate  attachment  to  Britifli  connexion, 
Avith  that  ardent  love  for  Ireland,  and  that  parental  care  of  her  commercial 
and  conftitutional  rights,  by  which  you  have  been  ever  diftinguiflied.  Bring 
with  you  that  penetrating  judgment  and  capaeious  Avifdom,  that  command- 
ing 
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ing  eloquence  and  bold  integrity,  Avith  which  you  have  hitherto  fupported 
thofe  dear  but  valuable  interefts.  Demonltrate  to  the  world,  that  the  afler- 
tions  of  our  enemies  are  not  motives,  but  pretexts  ; that  their  arguments  are 
idle  and  delufive;  that  while  they  afFeCt  to  promote  the  trade  and  agriculture 
of  Ireland,  to  fecure  our  alliance  with  Britain,  and  to  invigorate  the  energies 
of  the  empire,  they  are  proceeding  wickedly  and  wantonly  to  undermine 
them  all. 

In  teftimony  whereof  the  common  feal  of  faid  city  is  hereunto  affixed,  the 
day  and  year  aforefaid. 

The  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  Mayor,  board  of  Aldermen,  Town  Clerks, 
High  Sheriff,  and  Corporation  at  large,  having  Avaited  on  the  Right  Honor- 
able the  Speaker  with  faid  addrefs,  he  Avas  pleafed  to  return  the  folloAving 
anfAver : 

My  Lord  and  Gextleaiex, 

TO  be  fo  honored  by  the  city  of  Dublin,  Avhich  has  CA’cr 
been  eminently  confpicuous  for  its  loyalty,  its  attachment  to  our  conftitu- 
tion,  and  its  Avatchful  vigilance  o\  er  all  our  rights  and  interefts,  fills  me  Avith 
fentiments  of  gratitude  and  honeft  pride,  Avhich  you  can  more  readily  con- 
ceive than  I can  exprefs.  Accept  my  grateful  and  cordial  thanks,  and  be 
fure  of  my  zealous  perfeverance  in  the  conduct  you  approA'e. 

You  haA'e  very  juftly  joined  a zeal  for  the  empire  and  attachment  to 
Britifli  connexion  Avith  an  ardent  loA’e  for  Ireland.  No  man  can  be  a found 
friend  to  Ireland,  Avho  does  not  feel  that  zeal  and  that  attachment,  nor  can  he 
ever  be  an  efficient  friend,  if  he  does  not  in  every  public  meafure  hold  them 
in  his  vieAA^  and  make  them  the  rule  of  his  conduct. 

Since  the  confutation  of  this  kingdom  Avas  fettled,  by  its  right  to  a foie,  fe- 
parate,  and  exclufive  legiflation,  being  unequivocally  confirmed,  Ave  have 
feen  its  profperity  rifing  rapidly,  yet  fteadily,  its  refources  increafmg  for  the 
fupport  of  the  empire,  and  thofe  refources  liberally  and  effectually  applied. 
We  have  feen,  and  frill  fee  mutual  acts  of  kindnefs  between  the  two  king- 
doms ftrengthening  their  connexion,  and  any  commercial  jealoufies  that  ever 
exifted  happily  fubfiding.  Infeparably  united  under  the  fame  executive  power, 
Avhich  is  equally  a branch  of  the  legiflature  of  each  kingdom,  our  tinion  is 
complete  to  eA^ery  beneficial  purpofe,  and  the  projerit  in  contemplation  de- 
ferves  not  the  name  of  Union.  In  my  foul,  I think  it  is  fraught  Avith  poffible 
confequences,  certainly  not  forefeen  by  thofe  who  bring  it  forward,  that 
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will  tend,  if  not  to  adlual  reparation,  to  attempts  at  lead  to  feparate  us  from 
Great  Britain,  to  our  utter  ruin  and  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
now  the  moft  happy  and  glorious  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

I am,  my  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

With  the  utmoft  refpedt,  gratitude,  and  veneration, 
Your  very  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

John  Foster. 

Ordered,  That  faid  addrefs  and  anfwer  be  publiflied, 

Allen  and  Greene,  Town  Clerks. 


No.  CXVIII. 


AddreJJes  of  Roman  Catholics  upon  the  Union.  {Page 
CITY  OF  WATERFORD. 

AT  a general  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  city  of  Waterford 
and  its  vicinity,  held  at  the  Great  Chapel,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1799, 

Peter  St.  Ledger,  Efq.  in  the  Chair, 

The  following  five  gentlemen  were  appointed  a committee,  to  prepare  a 
declai'ation  on  the  meafureof  a legiflative  Union; 

Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Hearn,  Thomas  Sherlock,  Efq. 

Edward  Shell,  Efq.  Jeremiah  Ryan,  Efq. 

Thomas  Hearn,  Efq.  M.  D. 

Refolved,  That  the  following  declaration  be  adopted. 

The  meafure  of  a legifiative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
having  been  recommended  to  the  confideration  of  both  of  his  parliaments 
by  our  moil  gracious  fovereign,  the  common  father  of  his  people,  we,  his  ma- 
jefty’s  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts  the  Catholics  of  the  city  of  Waterford  and 
its  vicinity,  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  make  this  public  avowal  of 
our  fcntiments  on  the  important  and  interefting  occafion. 

We  are  firmly  convinced,  that  a complete  and  entire  Union  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  founded  on  equal  and  liberal  principles  and  on  a fenfe 
of  mutual  interefts  and  atfe6tion,  is  a meafure  of  wifdom  and  expediency  for 
this  kingdom,  and  will  effectually  promote  the  ftrength  and  profperity  of  both ; 
and  M'e  truil  it  will  afford  the  fureft  means  of  allaying  thofe  unhappy  diftrac- 
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tions  and  removing  thofe  penal  exclufions  on  the  fcore  of  religion,  which  have 
too  long  prevailed  in  this  country,  and  by  confolidating  the  refources  of 
both  kingdoms  oppofe  the  moft  effectual  refiftance  to  the  deftrudive  projeds 
of  both  foreign  and  doineftic  enemies. 

Strongly  impreffed  with  thefe  fentiments,  we  look  forward  with  earneft 
anxiety  to  the  moment  when  the  two  fifter  nations  may  be  infeparably  united 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  bleffmgs  of  a free  conftitution,  in  the  fupport  of 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  his  majelly’s  croAvn,  and  in  the  prefervation  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  whole  Britilli  empire. 

Refolved  unanimoully.  That  Lord  Vifcount  Donoughmore,  the  fincere 
and  attached  friend  of  the  Catholic  intereft,  be  requefted  to  communicate 
thefe  our  fentiments  moft  refpedfully  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant. 

Refolved  unanimoufty,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  giv^n  to  Tho- 
mas Sherlock,  Efq.  for  his  public  and  fpirited  exertions  in  promoting  this  our 
declaration,  and  that  he  be  requefted  to  hand  it  to  Lord  'N^ifcount  Donough- 
more. Signed,  by  order, 

Peter  St.  Ledger,  Chairman. 

[Signed  by  280  fubfcribers.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Cajile,  \Qth  Julij,  1799- 

I AIM  dire6ted  by  my  lord  lieutenant  to  requeft  your 
lordlhip  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  exprefs  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Water- 
ford, the  fatisfa6tion  his  excellency  feels,  from  their  declaration  of  the  28th 
of  June,  which  they  defired  your  lordlhip  to  la}^  before  him,  and  which  is  fo 
refpedably  figned. 

The  meafure  of  a legiflative  Union  upon  juft  and  liberal  principles  between 
this  kingdom  and  Great  Britain  is  near  his  excellency’s  heart;  he  is  convinced, 
that  nothing  will  fo  effectually  tend  to  bury  the  religious  animofities  in 
oblivion,  which  have  unhappily  prev^ailed  in  this  kingdom,  to  conciliate  the 
affections  of  all  his  majefty’s  fubjeCts  to  the  mild  government  under  which 
they  live,  to  encreafethe  happiirefs  and  profperity'of  Ireland,  and  to  augment 
the  power  and  ftability  of  the  Britiih  empire. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  trueft  efteem  and  regard, 

]My  Lord, 

Your  Lordlhip's  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

Castlereagh. 

Rath- 


Lord  Vifcount  Donoughmore. 
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Dear  Sir, 


RathfarnhamCaJlle,  Nov.  5tli,  1799- 


THE  Roman  Catholics  of  the  town  of  Wexford  and  its 
neighbourhood  having  requcfted  of  me,  through  Dr.  Caulfield,  to  prefent  a 
dutiful  and  lo3"al  addrefs  from  them  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  I 
feel  great  fatisfaction  in  complying  with  their  defire,  and  from  the  fignature 
I have  eveiy  reliance  on  the  fincerity  of  their  profeffions ; I therefore  beg  of 
you,  to  lay  it  before  his  excelleney  with  my  humble  refpects. 

1 am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 
To  Lieut.  Col.  Littlehales.  Elv. 


AT  a meeting  of  the  Ptoman  Catholics  of  the  town  of  Wexford  and  its 
vicinity,  in  the  Chapel  of  Wexford,  on  Sunday  the  22d  of  September,  1799? 

Reverend  Doctor  Caulfield  in  the  Chair. 

To  His  Excellency  Charles  Marquis  Cornwallis,  Lord  Lieutenant 
General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

HOWEVER  depraved  or  ungrateful  fome  of  our  com- 
munion in  this  country  may  have  been,  when  a6ling  under  that  fatal  impulfe 
of  temporary  madnefs  and  delufion,  which  unfortunately  prevailed  in  this 
kingdom  laft  3'ear,  we  humbly  prefume  to  approach  your  excellency  with 
our  unfeigned  aflurance  of  perpetual  loyalty  and  decided  attachment  to  the 
rov’al  perfon,  family,  and  government  of  our  beloved  and  moft  gracious  fo- 
vereign,  whofe  paternal  indulgence  towards  us  we  can  never  forget. 

We  recolle6l  with  abhorrence  and  deteftation  the  late  unnatural  rebellion, 
and  the  crimes  it  produced;  but  entertain  the  confoling  refledtion,  that  the 
generality  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  this  countiy,  of  refpe6lability,  confe- 
quence,  or  property,  with  fome  exceptions,  and  even  many  amongft  thofe, 
who  ftill  labour  under  the  painful  appearance  of  delinquency,  were  perfedly 
innocent — neverthelefs  we  have  to  lament,  that  there  were  too  many  guilty. 

The  compulfive  fway  and  irrefiltible  predominancy  of  a Aricked  and  armed 
confpiracy  dragged  many  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjects  from  their  home  into 
the  field,  and  forced  them,  however  reluctant,  to  take  or  to  feem  to  take  a 
part,  and  to  appear  in  arms  under  the  criminal  banner  of  rebellion,  during 
that  dreadful  paroxyfm'of  political  phrenzy,  which  we  earneftly  pi-ay  and  hope 
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God  in  his  mercy  will  never  again  permit  to  convulfe  and  defolate  this  once  ^ 
profperous  and  happy  country. 

Allow  us  likewife,  my  Lord,  to  exprefs  our  deep  indelible  fenfe  of  gratitude 
to  our  beloved  monarch  for  his  majefty’s  attention  to  the  happinefs  of  all  his 
fubjedls  in  this  kingdom,  clearly  evinced  by  the  appointment  of  your  excel- 
lency to  the  chief  government  thereof  at  a difficult  and  awful  crifis,  when  the 
focial  band  was  broken  afunder,  and  focial  order  appeared  ffiaken  from  its 
A'ery  foundation  by  the  wildeft  anarchy,  excited  and  foftered  by  the  baneful 
operation  of  modern  French  revolutionary  maxims,  which  threatened  us  with 
all  the  moral  and  political  evils  that  have  fo  long  and  fo  grievoufly  afflicted 
that  ill-fated  country. 

The  prefence  of  your  excellency  happily  arrefted  the  progrefs  of  this  con- 
tagious malady,  and  the  inflexible  perfeverance  in  the  wife,  humane,  and  de- 
cifive  meafures,  which  fo  eminently  characterizes  your  excellency’s  admini- 
ftration,  has  overawed  the  confpirators,  reclaimed  the  deluded  rebel,  protected 
the  loyalift,  and  gradually  introduced  into  the  mind  of  even  the  moft  obdu- 
rate offender  an  anxious  defire  to  fubmit  to  legal  government,  and  to  live  in 
an  uninterrupted  (late  of  eternal  peace  in  the  fpirit  of  Chriftian  charity  with 
his  fellow  fubjects  of  every  religious  perfuafion  or  denomination  whatfoever. 

As  we  look  forward  Avith  an  anxious  interefl;  to  the  moft  effectual  means  of 
eftabliihing  the  internal  peace  and  profperity  of  this  hitherto  diftracted  coun- 
try, upon  a comprehenfive  and  permanent  bafis,  Ave  confider  it  a duty  av'c  oaa^c 
to  ourfelves  and  to  our  pofterity,  thus  openly  to  declare,  that  Ave  conceive 
thefe  defirable  objects  can  only  be  attained  by  the  happy  completion  of  the 
great  and  ufeful  meafure  of  a legiflative  Union  betAveen  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  Avhich  the  common  father  of  the  people  has  in  his  Avifdom  recom- 
mended to  the  ferious  confideration  of  his  parliament. 

We  are  indeed  firmly  peifuaded,  that  the  propofed  incorporation  of  both 
legiflatures  muft  give  additional  energy  to  the  refources  and  vigor  of  the  em- 
pire, by  confolidating  and  identifying  the  common  interefts  of  the  Avholc 
people,  and  that  by  the  liberal  efficiency  of  its  operation,  diftufmg  from  the 
centre  to  the  extremities  of  the  empire,  all  th'ofe  bleffings  Avhich  naturally 
floAV  from  the  genuine  principles  of  the  Britilh  conftitution,  it  Avill  afford  to 
CA'ery  defeription  of  his  majefty’s  fubjects  in  Ireland  perfect  fecurity  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  civil,  political,  and  religious  freedom. 

llefolved,  That  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Ely  be  humbly  and  re- 

VoL.  11.  7 s fpectfully 
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fpectfully  requefted  to  prefent  this  our  addrefs  to  his  Excellency  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis. 

[Signed  by  above  3000  perfons.] 

Dublin  Cajile,  Nov.  6,  1799- 

My  Lord, 

IN  anfwer  to  the  honor  of  your  lordfliip’s  letter  of  yefter- 
day’s  date,  and  its  inclofure,  I am  directed  by  my  lord  lieutenant  to  requeft, 
that  you  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  convey  his  excellency’s  fmcere  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Wexford  and 
other  pariflies  in  that  county,  for  their  addrefs  tranfmitted  by  your  lordflhp^ 

His  excellency  defires  me  to  ftate  to  your  lordihip,  the  fatisfaction  he  re- 
ceives from  finding  from  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Wexford,  fo  general  a concurrence  of  fentiment  in  favor  of  a legiflative  Union 
with  Great  Britain,  which  meafure  he  confiders  eflentially  neceflary  for  the 
future  profperity  and  tranquillity  of  his  majefty’s  loyal  fubjects  in  Ireland. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

My  Lord,  &c. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

The  Earl  of  Ely. 

To  His  Excellency  Charles  Marquis  Cornwallis,  Lord  Lieutenant  General, 
and  General  Governor  of  Ireland, 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  City  of  Cork. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

WITH  the  moft  aifectionate  and  unfeigned  refpect,  we 
beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  excellency  on  your  arrival  in  this  city,  and  to 
alTure  your  excellency  of  the  high  fenfe  we  entertain  of  the  wifdom,  firmnefs, 
and  benevolence  of  your  government,  which  has  fo  happily  fubdued  a defpe- 
rate  rebellion,  and  reftored  this  lately  diftracted  country  to  peace  and  tran- 
quillity. 

Our  moll  gracious  fovereign  lord  the  king,  to  whofe  illullrious  houfe  we 
are  bound  by  every  tie  of  loyalty  and  gratitude,  having  in  his  parental  care 
recommended  to  his  parliaments  in  both  countries  the  confideration  of  an 
Union  of  the  legiflatures  of  his  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  the 
broad  and  permanent  bafis  of  mutual  advantages  and  general  fecurity,  we  beg 
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leave  to  exprcfs  our  fentiments  on  fo  important  a queftion,  and  to  declare  to 
your  excellency,  that  we  confider  it  the  inoft  effectual  means  to  promote  the 
ftrength  and  happinefs  of  the  empire,  to  allay  the  unhappy  diflraftions  which 
have  raged,  and  that  nothing  Ihortof  this  lalutary  meafure  can  enfure  to  us 
a continuance  of  the  confidence,  of  the  tramiuillity,  and  the  bleflings  which 
the  wifdom  of  your  aufpicious  government  hasrcftored  to  this  country. 

[Signed  by  308  Subfcribers.] 

To  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  City  of  Cork. 

IT  affords  me  fingular  pleafure  to  be  aflured,  that  the  government  of  Ire- 
land has  been  adminiftered  in  a manner  that  has  given  you  fatisfaclion  during 
the  period  in  which  his  majefty  has  gracioufly  thought  proper  to  commit  it  to 
my  care. 

In  full  expectation  that  the  falutary  meafure  to  be  brought  forward  will 
upon  the  completion  of  it,  be  the  means  of  eventually  terminating  all  reli- 
gious and  civil  dilfentions,  and  of  giving  reciprocal  advantage  and  general 
fecurity  to  the  whole  empire,  it  is  with  unfeigned  gratification  that  I find  a 
coincidence  of  opinion  in  this  great  work  on  the  part  of  the  loyal  Roman 
Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  and  opulent  cit}^  of  Cork.* 


No.  CXIX. 

Tht  Articles  of  Union.  (P.  1043.) 

RESOLVED,  1.  That  in  order  to  promote  and  fecure  the  effential  interefls 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  confolidate  the  ftrength,  power,  and  re- 
fources  of  the  Britifli  empire,  it  will  be  advifable  to  concur  in  fuch  meafures 
as  may  beft  tend  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  into 
one  kingdom,  in  fuch  manner,  and  on  fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  may 
be  eftabliflied  by  the  acts  of  the  refpe6tive  parliaments  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

* Many  other  fuch  addrelfes  were  made  by  the  different  bodies  of  Roman  Catholics : viz.  From 
the  county  of  Leitrim,  figned  by  1836  5 one  from  the  county  of  Longford ; from  the  inhabitants  of 
Tipperary  and  Cahir  •,  from  thofe  of  the  united  parifhes  of  Monafterevan,  Lacka,  Harriftown,  Nur- 
ney  and  Ballybrackin  ; from  tlie  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny ; 
from  thofe  of  the  diocefe  of  Elphin  in  the  county  of  Rofeommon,  &c.  &c. 
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Refolvecl,  2.  That  for  the  purpofe  of  eflablifliing  an  Union,  upon  the  bafis 
ftated  in  the  refolution  of  the  two  hoiifes  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
Communicated  by  his  majefty’s  command  in  the  meifage  fent  to  this  houfe  by 
his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe  as  the  firft  arti- 
cle of  Union,  that  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fliall  upon  the 
firft  day  of  January,  which  fliall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  one,  and  for  ever  after,  be  united  in  one  kingdom,  by 
the  name  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  that  the 
royal  ftile  and  titles  appertaining  to  the  imperial  crown  of  the  faid  united 
kingdom  and  its  dependencies,  and  alfo  the  enfigns,  armorial  flags  and  ban- 
ners thereof,  lhall  be  fuch  as  his  majefty  by  his  royal  proclamation,  under 
the  great  feal  of  the  united  kingdom  fliall  be  pleafed  to  appoint. 

Refolved,  3.  That  for  the  fame  purpofe,  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe,  that 
the  fucceflion  to  the  imperial  crown  of  the  faid  united  kingdom,  and  of  the 
dominions  thereunto  belonging,  fliall  continue  limited  and  fettled  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  the  fucceflion  to  the  imperial  crown  of  the  faid  kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  now  ftands  limited  and  fettled,  according  to  the  exifting 
laws,  and  to  the  terms  of  the  Union  between  England  and  Scotland. 

Refolved,  4.  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  the 
faid  united  kingdom  be  reprefented  in  one  and  the  fame  parliament,  to  be 
ftiled  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

Refolved,  5.  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe,  that  the 
charge  arifing  from  the  payment  of  the  intereft  and  finking  fund,  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  principal  of  the  debt  incurred  in  either  kingdom  before  the 
Union,  fliall  continue  to  be  feparately  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
refpeCtively. 

That  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  after  the  Union  fliall  take  place,  the 
contribution  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  refpeCtively,  towards  the  expen- 
diture of  the  united  kingdom  in  each  year,  fliall  be  defrayed  in  the  propor- 
tion of  fifteen  parts  for  Great  Britain  and  two  parts  for  Ireland,  that  at  the 
expiration  of  the  faid  twenty  years,  the  future  expenditure  of  the  united 
kingdom,  other  than  the  intereft  and  charges  of  the  debt  to  which  either 
country  lhall  be  feparately  liable,  fliall  be  defrayed  in  fuch  proportion  as  the 
faid  united  parliament  lhall  deem  juft  and  reafonable,  upon  a comparifon  of 
the  real  value  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  refpedtive  countries,  upon 
an  average  of  the  three  years  next  preceding  the  period  of  revifion,  or  on  a 
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comparifon  of  tlie  value  of  the  quantities  of  the  folloAving  articles  confuined 
v/ithin  the  refpe6live  countries,  on  a fimilar  average,  viz.  beer,  fpirits,  fugar, 
Avine,  tea,  tobacco  and  malt ; or  according  to  the  aggregate  proportion  re- 
fulting  from  both  thefe  confiderations  combined,  or  on  a comparifon  of  the 
amount  of  income  in  each  country,  eftimated  from  the  produce  for  the  fame 
periods  of  a general  tax,  if  fiich  fliall  have  been  impofed  on  the  fame  defcrip- 
tions  of  income  in  both  countries,  and  that  the  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdoms  Ihall  afterwards  proceed  in  like  manner,  to  revife  and  fix  the  faid 
proportions  according  to  the  fame  rules  or  any  of  them,  at  periods  not  more 
diftant  than  twenty  years,  nor  lefs  than  feven  years  from  each  other,  unlefs 
previous  to  any  fuch  period  the  united  parliament  fiiallhave  declared  as  herein 
after  provided,  that  the  general  expences  of  the  empire  (hall  be  defrayed  in- 
difcriminately  by  equal  taxes,  impofed  on  the  like  articles  in  both  countries. 

Refolved,  6.  That  for  defraying  the  faid  expences,  according  to  the  rules 
above  laid  down,  the  revenues  of  Ireland  fiiall  hereafter  confiitute  a confo- 
lidated  fund,  upon  which  charges  equal  to  the  intereft  of  the  debt  and  fink- 
ing fund,  fiiall,  in  the  firft  inftance  be  charged,  and  the  remainder  fiiall  be 
applied  toivards  defraying  the  proportion  of  the  general  expence  of  the 
united  kingdom,  to  which  Ireland  may  be  liable  in  each  year. 

That  the  proportion  of  contribution  to  which  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
will  by  thefe  articles  be  liable,  fiiall  be  raifed  by  fuch  taxes  in  each  kingdom 
refpectively,  as  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  fiiall  from  time  to  time 
deem  fit,  provided  always,  that  in  regulating  the  taxes  in  each  country  by^ 
which  their  refpedtive  proportion  fiiall  be  levied,  no  article  in  Ireland  fiiall  be 
liable  to  be  taxed  to  any  amount  exceeding  that  which  will  be  thereafter  pay- 
able in  England  on  the  like  articles. 

Refolved,  7.  That  if  at  the  end  of  any  year,  any  furplus  fiiall  accrue  from 
the  revenues  of  Ireland,  after  defraying  the  intereft,  finking  fund,  and  pro- 
portioned contribution,  and  feparate  charges  to  ivliich  the  faid  country  is 
liable,  either  taxes  fiiall  be  taken  off  the  amount  of  fuch  furplus,  or  the  fur- 
plus  fiiall  be  applied  by  the  united  parliament  to  local  purpofes  in  Ireland,  or 
to  make  good  any  deficiency  Avhich  may  arife  in  her  revenues  in  time  of 
peace,  or  invefted  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  national  debt  of  Ireland  in 
the  funds,  to  accumulate  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland,  at  compound  intereft,  in 
cafe  of  contribution  in  time  of  war.  Provided  the  furplus  fo  to  accumulate, 
fiiall  at  no  future  period  be  fuffered  to  exceed  the  fum  of  five  millions. 

Refolved, 
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Refolvecl,  S,  That  all  monies  hereafter  to  be  raifecl  by  loan  in  peace  or 
war,  for  the  fervice  of  the  united  kingdom  by  the  parliament  thereof,  ihall 
be  confidered  to  be  a joint  debt,  and  the  charges  thereof  fliallbe  borne  by  the 
refpedive  countries  in  the  proportion  of  their  refpedtive  contributions.  Pro- 
vided, that  if  at  any  time  in  raifmg  the  refpedlive  contributions  hereby  fixed 
for  each  kingdom,  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  fiiall  judge  it  fit 
to  raife  a greater  proportion  of  fuch  refpeclive  contributions  in  one  kingdom 
Avfthin  the  year  than  in  the  other,  or  to  fet  apart  a greater  proportion  of  fink- 
ing fund  for  the  liquidation  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  loan  raifed  on 
account  of  the  one  country  than  that  raifed  on  account  of  the  other  country, 
then  fuch  part  of  the  faid  loan  for  the  liquidation  of  which  different  provi- 
fions  have  been  made  for  the  refpedfive  countries,  fiiall  be  kept  diftinft,  and 
fiiall  be  borne  by  each  feparately,  and  only  that  part  of  the  faid  loan  be  deem- 
ed joint  and  common,  for  the  redu6lion  of  which,  the  refpecfive  countries 
fiiall  have  made  provifion  in  the  proportion  of  their  refpe6live  contributions. 

Refolved,  Q.  That  if  at  any  future  day,  the  feparate  debt  of  each  king- 
dom refpedfively  fiiall  have  been  liquidated,  or  the  values  of  their  refpecfive 
debts  (eftimated  according  to  tbe  amount  of  the  intereft  and  annuities  at- 
tending the  fame,  of  the  finking  fund  applicable  to  the  redudfion  thereof, 
and  the  period  within  which  the  whole  capital  of  fuch  debt  fiiall  appear  to 
be  redeemable  by  fuch  finking  fund)  fiiall  be  to  each  other,  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion with  the  refpedive  contributions  of  each  kingdom  refpeffively,  or 
where  the  amount  by  which  the  value  of  the  larger  of  fuch  debts  fiiall  vary 
from  fuch  proportion,  fiiall  not  exceed  one  hundredth  part  of  the  faid  value  ; 
and  if  it  fiiall  appear  to  the  united  parliament,  that  the  refpe6live  circum- 
fiances  of  the  two  countries  will  thenceforth  admit  of  their  contributing  in- 
difcriminately,  by  equal  taxes  impofed  on  the  fame  articles  fii  each,  to  the 
future  general  expence  of  the  united  kingdom,  it  fiiall  be  competent  to  the 
faid  united  parliament  to  declare,  that  all  future  expence  thenceforth  to  be 
incurred,  together  with  the  intereft  and  charges  of  all  joint  debts  contraded 
previous  to  fuch  declaration,  fiiall  be  defrayed  indifcriminately  by  equal  taxes 
impofed  on  the  fame  articles  in  each  country,  and  thenceforth  from  time  to 
time  as  circumftances  may  require  to  impofe  and  apply  fuch  taxes  accord- 
ingly, fubjeft  only  to  fucb  particular  exemptions  or  abatements  in  Ireland, 
and  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  as  circumfiances  may  appear 
from  time  to  time  to  demand,  that  from  the  period  of  fuch  declaration,  it 
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fliall  no  longer  be  neceffary  to  regulate  the  contribution  of  the  two  countries 
towards  the  future  general  expences,  according  to  any  of  the  rules  herein 
before  provided. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  that  the  intereft  or  charges  which  may  remain  on 
account  of  any  part  of  the  feparate  debt  with  which  either  country  is  charge- 
able, and  which  diall  not  be  liquidated  or  confolidated  proportionably  as 
above,  fliall,  until  extinguilhed,  continue  to  be  defrayed  by  feparate  taxes 
irl^each  country. 

Refolved,  10.  That  a fum  not  lefs  than  the  fum  which  has  been  granted 
by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  on  the  average  of  fix  years,  as  premiums  for 
the  internal  encouragement  of  agriculture  or  manufa6ture,  or  for  the  main- 
taining inflitutions  for  pious  and  charitable  purpofes,  lhall  be  applied  for  the 
period  of  twenty  years  after  the  Union  to  fuch  local  purpofes,  in  fuch  manner 
as  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  fliall  direct. 

Refolved,  11.  That  from  and  after  the  firfl  day  of  January,  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  one,  all  public  revenue  arifmg  from  the  territorial  depen- 
dencies of  the  united  kingdom,  lhall  be  applied  to  the  general  expenditure 
of  the  empire,  in  the  proportions  of  the  refpeftive  contributions  of  the  two 
countries. 

Refolved,  12.  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  befit  to  propofe  that 
lords  fpiritual  of  Ireland,  and  lords  temporal  of  Ireland, 

lliall  be  the  number  to  fit  and  vote  on  the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  one  hundred  commoners 
(two  for  each  county  of  Ireland,  two  for  the  city  of  Cork,  one  for  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Trinity  College,  and  one  for  each  of  the  thirty-one  moll  confiderable 
cities,  towns  and  boroughs)  be  the  number  to  fit  and  vote  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land, in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom. 

Refolved,  13.  That  fuch  a6ts  as  lliall  be  palfed  in  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land previous  to  the  Union,  to  regulate  the  mode  by  which  the  lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal  and  the  commons  to  ferve  in  the  parliament  of  the  united  king- 
dom on  the  part  of  Ireland,  lliall  be  fummoned  or  returned  to  the  faid  par- 
liament, lliall  be  confideredas  forming  part  of  the  treaty  of  L^nion,  and  lhall 
be  incorporated  in  the  a6l  of  the  refpe6live  parliaments,  by  which  the  faid 
Union  diall  be  ratified  and  eftablillied. 

Refolved,  14.  That  all  queftions  touching  the  eleftioii  of  members  to  fit  on 
the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  lliall 
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be  heard  and  decided  in  the  fame  manner  as  queftions  touching  fuch  ele6lions 
in  Great  Britain  now  are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  fliall  by  law  be  heard  and 
decided,  fubje6l  neverthelefs,  to  fuch  particular  regulations  in  refpefl  of  Ire- 
land, as  from  local  circumflances  the  parliament  of  the  faid  united  kingdom 
may  from  time  to  time  deem  expedient. 

Refolved,  15.  That  the  qualifications  in  refpedl  of  property  of  the  mem- 
bers ele6led  on  the  part  of  Ireland  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  fiiall  be  refpedively  the  fame  as  are  now  provided  by  law, 
in  cafes  of  eleftions  for  counties,  and  cities  and  boroughs  refpedively,  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  unlefs  any  other  provifion  fliall  here- 
after be  made  in  that  refpeft  by  a6t  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom. 

Refolved,  l6.  That  Mhen  his  majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceffors,  lhall  declare 
his,  her,  or  their  pleafure,  for  holding  the  firft  or  any  fubfequent  parliament  of 
the  united  kingdom,  a proclamation  fiiall  iifue  under  the  great  feal  of  the 
united  kingdom,  to  canfe  the  Lords  fpiritualand  temporal  and  Commons  who 
are  to  ferve  in  the  parliament  thereof  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  to  be  returned 
in  fuch  manner  as  by  any  a6l  of  this  prefent  feffion  of  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land lhall  be  provided  ; and  that  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  fiiall  together  with  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and 
commons  fo  returned  as  aforefaid,  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  conftitute  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom. 

Refolved,  17.  That  if  his  majefiy  on  or  before  tlie  firft  day  of  January,  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  on  which  day  the  Union  is  to  take  place, 
fiiall  declare,  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  that  it  is  expedient  that 
the  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  prefent  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  fiiould  be 
members  of  the  refpe6tive  houfe  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  then  the  faid  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  pre- 
fent parliament  of  Great  Britain  fliall  accordingly  be  the  members  of  the  re- 
fpeclive  houfes  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  and  they,  together  with  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and 
commons  fo  fummoned  and  returned  as  above  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  fliall  be 
the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  commons  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the 
united  kingdom  ; and  fuch  fiiR  parliament  may  (in  that  cafe),  if  not  fooner 
diflblved,  continue  to  fit  fo  long  as  the  prefent  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
may  now  by  law  continue  to  fit,  and  that  every  one  of  the  lords  of  parliament 
of  the  united  kingdom,  and  every  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the 
united  kingdom  in  the  firft  and  all  fucceeding  parliaments,  fliall,  until  the 
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parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  diall  otherwife  provide,  take  the  oaths,  and 
make  and  fubfcribe  the  declaration,  which  are  at  prefent  by  law'  enjoined  to 
be  taken,  made  and  fubfcribed  by  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain. 

Refolved,  18.  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  would  be  fit  to  propofe  that  the 
churches  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England  and  of  Ireland  lliould 
be  united  into  one  church,  and  the  archbilhops,  bilhops,  deans  and  clergy  of 
the  churches  of  England  and  Ireland  lhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  fummoned 
to  and  entitled  to  fit  in  convocation  of  the  united  church  in  the  like  manner, 
and  fubje(5t  to  the  fame  regulations  as  are  at  prefent  by  law'  eflabliflied,  with 
refpeft  to  the  like  orders  of  the  church  of  England,  and  the  dodiine,  worfliip, 
difeipline  and  government  of  the  united  church  fliall  be  preferved  as  now'  by 
law  eftabliihed  for  the  church  of  England ; and  the  do6frine,  worfhip,  difei- 
pline and  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland  fliall  likew'ife  be  preferved  as 
now  by  law  eftabliflied  for  the  church  of  Scotland.  And  that  the  continuance 
and  prefervation  for  ever  of  the  faid  united  church,  as  the  eftabliflied  church 
of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  England  and  Ireland,  fliall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  an  effential  and  fundamental  condition  of  the  treaty 
of  Union. 

Refolved,  1 9.  That  for  the  fame  purpofe,  all  laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  the 
Union,  and  all  courts  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  jurifdi(51ion  within  the  refpe6tive 
* kingdoms,  fliall  remain  as  now  by  law  eftabliflied,  fubjeft  only  to  fuch  altera- 
tions and  regulations,  from  time  to  time,  as  circuniftances  may  appear  to  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  to  require,  provided  that  all  writs  of  error 
and  appeals  depending  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  or  hereafter  to  be  brought, 
and  w'hich  might  now  be  finally  decided  by  the  Iloufe  of  Lords  of  either 
kingdom,  fliall  from  and  after  the  Union  be  finally  decided  by  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  of  the  united  kingdom  ; and  provided,  that  from  and  after  the  Union 
there  fhall  remain  in  Ireland  an  inftance  Court  of  Admiralty,  for  the  determi- 
nation of  caufes,  civil  and  maritime  only  ; and  tl?at  all  laws  at  prefent  in  force 
in  either  kingdom,  which  fliall  be  contrary  to  any  of  the  provifions  which 
may  be  enafted  by  any  ad  for  carrying  this  article  into  effed,  be  from  and 
after  the  Union  repealed. 

Refolved,  20.  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  w'ould  be  fit  to  propofe  that  his 
raajefty’s  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fliall,  from  and  after  the  firft 
day  of  January,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  be  entitled  to  the  fame 
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privileges,  and  be  on  the  fame  footing  as  to  encouragement  and  bounties  on 
the  like  articles,  being  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  either  kingdom, 
refpeClively  and  generally  in  refpeCt  of  trade  and  navigation,  in  all  ports  and 
places  in  the  united  kingdom  and  its  dependencies  ; and  that  in  all  treaties 
made  by  his  majeily,  his  heirs  and  fuccelfors,  with  any  foreign  power,  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fuhjeCts  of  Ireland  fhall  have  the  fame  privileges,  and  be  on  the  fame 
footing  as  his  majeily ’s  fubjeCts  of  Great  Britain. 

Refolved,  21.  That  from  the  firft  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  one,  all  prohibitions  and  bounties  on  the  export  of  articles  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  either  country  to  the  other  lliall  ceafe  and  determine  ; and 
that  the  faid  articles  lliall  thenceforth  he  exported  from  one  country  to  the 
other  without  duty  or  bounty  on  fuch  export. 

Refolv’ed,  22.  That  all  articles,  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of 
either  kingdom,  notherein-after  enumerated  as  fubject  to  fpecific  duties,  lliall 
from  henceforth  be  imported  into  each  country  from  the  other  free  from  duty, 
other  than  fuch  countervailing  duty  as  lliall  be  annexed  to  thefeveral  articles 
contained  in  the  Schedule  No.  I.  ; and  that  the  articles  herein  after  enume- 
rated lhall  be  fubjeCl  for  the  period  of  twenty  years  from  the  Union,  on  impor- 
tation into  each  country  from  the  other,  to  the  duties  fpecilied  in  the  fchedule 
No.  II.  annexed  to  this  article,  viz. 

Apparel 
Brafs,  wrought 
Cabinet  ware 
Coaches  and  carriages 
Copper,  wrought 
Cottons 
Glafs 

Haberdalhery 
Hats 

Tin  plates,  wrought  iron  and  hard 
ware 

And  that  the  woollen  manufacture  lhall  pay  on  importation  into  each  coun- 
try, the  duties  now  payable  on  importation  into  Ireland ; fait  and  hops  on  im- 
portation into  Ireland,  duties  not  exceeding  thofe  which  are  now  paid  in 
Ireland ; and  coals  on  importation  to  be  fubject  to  burdens  not  exceeding 
thofe  to  which  they  are  now  fubject» 


Lace,  gold  and  filver,  gold  and 
lilver  threads 

Thread,  bullion  for  lace,  pearl  and 
fpangles 
Millinery 
Paper,  llained 
Pottery 
Sadlery 

Silk,  manufacture 
Stockings 
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That  callicoes  and  muflins  be  fubject  and  liable  to  the  duties  now  payable 
on  the  fame,  until  the  fifth  day  of  January  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
eight ; and  from  and  after  the  faid  day,  the  faid  duties  lhall  be  annually  re- 
duced in  fuch  proportions,  and  at  fuch  periods  as  fliall  hereafter  be  enacted, 
fo  as  that  the  faid  duties  lhall  ftand  at  ten  per  cent,  from  and  after  the  fifth 
day  of  January,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixteen,  until  the  fifth  day 
' of  January,  which  lhall  be  in  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one ; and  that  cotton,  yarn,  and  cotton  twill,  lliall  alfo  be  fubject  and 
liable  to  the  duties  now  payable  upon  the  fame,  until  the  fifth  day  of  January,' 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  and  from  and  after  the  faid  day,  the  faid 
duties  lliall  be  annually  reduced  at  fuch  times,  and  in  fuch  proportions,  as  lhall 
be  hereafter  enacted,  fo  as  that  all  duties  lhall  ceafe  on  the  faid  articles  from 
and  after  the  fifth  day  of  January  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixteen, 
Refolved,  23.  That  any  articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of 
either  countiy,  which  are  or  may  be  fubject  to  internal  duty,  or  to  duty  on 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  compofed,  may  be  made  fubject  on  their  im- 
portation into  each  country  refpectively  from  the  other,  to  fuch  countervail- 
ing duty  as  lhall  appear  to  be  jull  and  reafonable  in  refpect  to  fuch  internal 
duty  or  duties  on  the  materials  ; and  that  for  the  faid  purpofes  the  articles 
fpecified  in  the  faid  fchedule,  No.  I.  Ihould,  upon  importation  into  Ireland, 
be  fubject  to  the  duty  which  lliall  be  fet  forth  therein,  liable  to  be  taken  ofif 
diminillied  or  increafed  ir/the  manner  herein  fpecified  ; and  that  upon  the  like 
export  of  the  like  articles  from  each  country  to  the  other  refpectiv'ely,  a draw- 
back lliall  be  given,  equal  in  amount  to  the  countervailing  duty,  payable  on 
the  articles  herein  before  fpecified,  on  the  import  into  the  fame  country  with 
the  other ; and  that  in  like  manner,  in  future,  it  fiiall  be  competent  to  the 
united  parliament  to  impofe  any  new  or  additional  countervailing  duties,  or 
to  take  off  or  diminilli  fuch  exifting  countervailing  duties  as  may  appear 
on  like  principles  to  be  juft  and  reafonable,  in  refpect  of  any  future  or  addi- 
tional internal  duty  on  any  article  of  the  groivtli  or  manufacture  of  either 
country,  or  of  any  new  additional  duty  on  any  materials  of  Avhich  fuch  article 
may  be  compofed,  or  any  abatement  of  the  fame  ; and  that  when  any  fuch 
new  or  additional  countervailing  duty  lhall  be  fo  impofed  on  the  import  of 
any  article  into  either  country  from  the  other,  a drawback  equal  in  amount  to 
fuch  countervailing  duty,  lhall  be  given  in  like  manner  on  the  export  of  every 
fuch  article  refpectively  from  the  fame  country. 
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Refolvcd,  24.  That  all  articles,  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of 
cither  kingdom,  when  exported  through  the  other,  fliall  in  all  cafes  be  ex- 
ported fubject  to  the  fame  charges  as  if  they  had  been  exported  directly  from 
the  country  of  which  they  Av^ere  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture. 

Refolved,  25.  That  all  duty  charged  on  the  import  of  foreign  or  colonial 
goods  into  either  country,  fliall,  on  their  export  to  the  other,  be  either  drawn 
back,  or  the  amount,  if  any  be  retained,  fliall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
country  to  which  they  fliall  be  fo  exported,  fo  long  as  the  general  expences  of 
the  empire  fliall  be  defrayed  by  proportional  contributions.  Provided  nothing 
herein  lhall  extend  to  take  aAvay  any  duty,  bounty  or  prohibition  Avhich  exifls 
Avith  refpeft  to  corn,  meal,  malt,  floAver  and  bifcuit,  but  that  the  fame  may  be 
regulated,  varied  or  repeated,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  united  parliament  fliall 
deem  expedient. 


SCHEDULE,  No.  I. 


Of  the  articles  to  be  charged  Avith  countervailing  duties  upon  importation 
from  Great  Britain  into  Ireland,  according  to  the  fixth  article  of  Union. 
Articles  to  be  charged  Avith  countervailing  duty  in  Ireland : 


Beer 
Glafs 
Leather 
Paper,  flained 
Paper 


Silk 

Spirits 

Sugar,  refined 

Sweets 

Tobacco. 


SCHEDULE,  No.  11. 

Of  the  articles  charged  Avith  the  duties  fpecified  upon  importation  into 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  refpectively,  according  to  the  fixth  article  of  the 
Union. 

Ten  per  cent,  on  the  true  %'alue. 

Apparel  Cotton,  except  callicocs  and 

Brafs,  AVTOught  miiflins 

Cabinet  ware  Glafs 

Coaches  and  other  carriages  Haberdafliery 

C'opper,  Avrought  Hats 


Tin 
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Tin  plates,  wrought  iron  and  hard- 
ware 

Lace,  gold  and  filver,  gold  and 
filver  threads,  bullion  for  lace, 
pearl  and  fpangies 
IMillinery 


Paper,  ftained 
Pottery 

Sadlery  and  other  manufactured 
leather 

Silk  manufacture 
Stockings. 


No.  CXX. 

(P.  1066,) 

Veno'is,  6®  Junii,  1800. 

The  Hoiife  of  Coyninojis  rcas  moved,  that  the  foUozcing  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 

his  Majefy. 

WE,  your  majefty’s  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjedls,  the  Commons  of  Ireland,  at 
all  times  fenfible  of  the  numerous  and  effential  advantages,  which  we,  in  com- 
mon M'ith  your  fubjedls  in  Ireland,  have  derived  under  your  aufpicious  reign, 
beg  leave  to  alTure  you,  that  none  have  more  impreffed  the  hearts  of  your 
majefty’s  fubjedls  than  the  adjuftment  at  your  majefty’s  gracious  recom- 
mendation entered  into  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in 
1782,  thereby  forming  the  moft  folemn  compadt  which  can  fublift  between 
two  countries  under  a coihmon  fovereign;  that  the  refult  of  that  compadt  and 
adjuftment  was  the  increafe  of  our  trade  and  of  our  revenue,  together  with 
the  harmony  of  the  two  parliaments  and  the  fupport  of  the  connedion ; that  the 
faid  compad  on  the  part  of  your  majefty’s  parliament  of  Ireland,  has  been 
religioufty  and  beneficially  adhered  to,  infoinuch,  that  a final  termination  of 
all  conftitutional  ciueftions  between  the  two  nations  took  place,  and  the  com- 
mercial points  which  at  that  time  remained  to  be  fettled,  have  fince,  without 
agitation  or  ferment,  been  gradually  and  fatisfadorily  difpofed  of. 

That  under  thefe  circumftances  it  is  with  the  deepeft  concern  and  the 
greateft  furprize  we  have  feen  a meafure  propounded,  under  the  name  of  Union, 
to  fet  afide  this  moft  important  and  facred  covenant,  to  deprive  this  country 
of  her  parliament  in  time  to  come,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  introduce  an  innova- 
tion, confifting  of  a feparate  Irilh  government  Avithout  an  Irifli  parliament, 
whofe  poAver  is  to  be  transferred  to  a Britifii  parliament  Avithout  an  availing 
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Ii  ifli  reprefentation  therein,  an  innovation  fuch  as  may  impair  and  corrupt  the 
conftitution  of  Britain  without  preferving  the  liberties  of  Ireland  ; fo  that  this 
country  fhall  be  in  time  to  come  taxed  without  being  duly  reprefented  and 
legiflated  by  a body  out  of  the  realm,  incapable  of  applying  proper  remedies, 
and  remote  from  the  means  of  knowing  her  wants,  her  wilhes,  and  her  in- 
terefts. 

That  ffivins:  the  name  of  Union  to  the  meafure  is  a delufion ; the  two  kins:- 
doms  are  already  united  to  each  other  in  one  common  empire,  one  in  unity  of 
intereft  and  unity  of  conftitution,  as  has  been  emphatically  pronounced  from 
the  throne  by  your  majefty’s  former  viceroy,  bound  together  by  law,  and 
what  is  more  effe6lual  than  law,  by  mutual  intereft,  mutual  affeblion,  and  mu- 
tual duty,  to  promote  the  common  profperity  of  the  empire,  and  it  is  our 
glory  and  happinefs  that  we  form  an  infeparable  part  of  it. 

That  this  union  has  ftood  the  teft  of  ages,  unbroken  by  the  many  foreign 
wars,  civil  commotions  and  rebellions  which  have  aifailed  it,  and  we  dread 
the  rafli  and  defperate  innovation  which  now  would  wantonly  and  unnecelfa- 
rily  put  it  to  the  hazard;  an  innovation  which  does  not  affe6l  to  ftrengthen 
the  unalterable  intereft  of  each  country  in  fupporting  the  revolution  that 
placed  your  majefty’s  illuftrious  family  on  the  throne,  for  that  intereft  cannot 
be  increafed  by  any  law  ; it  is  implanted  in  our  hearts-— it  is  interwoven 
with  our  profperity — it  grows  with  our  growth,  and  ftrengthens  with  our 
ftrength. 

Neither  does  it  profefs  their  conne61ion  together,  becaufe  that  interell 
already  exifts,  and  we  know  and  feel  that  fuch  connexion  includes  all  that 
is  dear  to  us,  and  is  eflential  to  the  common  happinefs  and  exiftence  of  both 
nations. 

We  therefore  do,  with  all  humility,  implore  your  majefty's  protedlion  of  that 
glorious  revolution,  and  of  that  effential  connexion  againft  the  perfeverance 
of  your  majefty's  minifters  in  their  endeavours  to  inforce  this  ruinous  meafure. 

Their  avowed  objeft  is  a union  of  the  two  nations;  but  the  only  union 
they  attempt  is  a union  of  the  two  parliaments,  and  the  articles  wliich  are 
to  attend  their  partial  and  defeftive  union,  are  all  fo  many  enumerations  of 
exifting  diftin6l  interefts  in  the  two  kingdoms,  which  it  cannot  identify,  and 
which  require  feparate  parliaments  refident  in  each  duly  to  attend  them. 

In  refpeet  to  taxes,  the  purfe  of  each  nation  is  vefted  in  its  own  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  ; the  fecurity  of  our  liberty, 
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and  the  great  conftitutional  balance  of  the  powers  of  the  fiate,  lie  in  its  being 
left  there;  but  the  articles  acknowledge  a feparate  purfe,  and  a feparate 
intereft  in  that  purfe,  by  providing  for  a feparate  proportion  of  expence, 
feparate  modes  and  laws  of  taxation,  feparate  debts,  feparate  finking  funds, 
feparate  treafury,  feparate  exchequer,  feparate  accounts  of  revenue  to  be  kept, 
and  feparate  articles  of  produce  to  be  placed  in  the  way  of  debtor  and  creditor 
between  the  two  kingdoms  as  between  two  unconnerted  parties  ; and  though 
they  fiate,  acknowledge  and  attempt  to  form  regulations  for  all  thefe  many 
difiincl  interefts,  which  no  laws  can  identify'  or  confolidate ; and  though  even 
the  lesral  interefi  of  money  remains  different  in  the  two  kingdoms  without 
their  attempting  to  aifimilate  it,  yet  they  take  away  the  Iriih  parliament, 
which  thefe  difrincfneffes  oug:ht  rather  to  have  fuegrefted  the  creation  of, 
if  it  did  not  exift,  and  they  lay  the  foundation  of  difirefs,  difcontent,  and 
jealoufies  in  this  kingdom,  if  not  of  worie  e^^ls,  and  tend  to  familiarize  ideas 
of  feparation  infiead  of  union,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  tliis  your  ancient  kingdom,^ 
and  your  loyal  fubjects  therein. 

In  regard  to  manufactures,  they  acknowledge  the  interefi  in  them  to  be  fo 
difiincl,  that  they  are  forced  to  provide  in  exprefs  terms  againfi  a free  inter- 
courfe  being  allowed  between  the  two  kingdoms,  in  more  than  twenn*  gene- 
ral denominations,  and  they  efiablilh  countervailing  duties  on  the  mutual 
import  of  at  leafi  tw  enU'-four  fpecies  of  goods,  on  account  of  the  necellary 
difference  in  taxation  and  the  diftinctnefs  of  revenue,  which,  from  the  fepa- 
rate interefi  of  the  two  kingdoms  in  them,  will  not  admit  of  confolidation. 

On  the  mutual  interchange  of  com,  that  great  necellary  of  fife,  thev  not 
only  continue  duties,  but  they  provide  for  retaining  prohibitions  and  boun- 
ties ; and  infiead  of  even  alleging  an  identity  of  intereft  in  fo  important  and 
general  an  article,  they  avow  fuch  feparate  interefi  to  exift  in  it  as  law  cannot 
remove ; and  an  interdid  is  necellary  to  be  laid  on  its  free  communication 
between  two  kingdoms,  which  your  raajefi3’‘s  minifters  have  at  the  fame  time 
the  hardinefs  to  tell  us,  their  project  is  to  unite,  identify,  and  confolidate 
throughout  all  their  interefts. 

We  fee  ^vnth  them  that  thefe  interefis  are  difiincl,  and  we  therefore  raife  up 
our  voices  to  your  majefiy  againfi  their  impracticable  attempt  to  confolidate 
them  ; an  attempt  which  they  themfelves  acknowledge  to  be  fo  bv  their 
many  provifions,  all  intended  to  fecure  a continuance  of  their  diftinctnefs. 

But.  however  feparate  thefe  interefts  are  in  taxes,  in  revenue,  in  trade,  and 
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in  manufaclures,  and  however  incapable  of  being  identified,  we  have  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  knowing,  that  in  the  great  point  of  conftitution  no  difference  exifts; 
both  nations  have  a full  right  to  all  the  bleflings  of  the  Britifli  conftitution, 
and  Ave  have  an  identity,  not  a diftinftnefs  of  intereft,  in  the  pofleffion  of  it; 
yet  fuch  is  the  ftrange  })affion  of  A'our  majefty’s  ininifters  for  innovation,  that 
not  finding  any  fuch  diftin6tnefs,  they  do  by  thefe  articles  create  feveral 
highly  alarming  to  us,  and  to  all  your  majefty’s  fubjedls  of  this  kingdom,  who 
claim  an  equal  right  with  Great  Britain  in  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  that 
conftitution. 

All  the  Irifii  temporal  lords,  except  twenty-eight,  are  to  be  incapacitated 
by  this  meafure  exercifmg  their  rights  and  duties  as  peers  and  hereditary  coun- 
fellors,  Avhile  every  Britilh  temporal  lord  is  to  retain  his  full  fundtions. 

Four  fpiritual  lords  only  are  to  have  a fiiare  in  the  legillature,  Avhile  all  the 
Britith  fpiritual  lords  are  to  continue  theirs ; and  two-thirds  of  the  Irilh  com- 
moners are  to  be  difqualified,  Avhile  every  Britilh  commoner  remains. 

The  articles  further  declare,  that  all  Irifii  peerages  fiiall  be  confidered  as 
peerages  of  the  united  kingdom,  whereby  the  Irifii  peers  who  are  to  be  inca- 
pacitated from  legillating  as  peers  are  to  continue  peers,  and  may  legiflate  as 
commoners,  againft  every  known  principle  and  eftablifiied  pradtice  of  the 
conftitution ; nay,  even  when  cliofen  commoners,  they  are  not  to  reprefent 
any  place  in  Ireland,  the  country  from  whence  they  derive  their  honors, 
although  their  voices  as  commoners  will  extend  equally  with  that  of  every 
other  commoner  to  all  the  corners  of  this  kingdom  ; and  thus  the  Irifii  purfe 
will  be  eventually  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Irifii  peers,  in  direct  defiance  of 
a great  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  conftitution. 

All  thefe  degrading  and  unconftitutional  diftinctions  are  not  only  created 
ill  the  Irifii  peerage,  but  are  to  remain  for  ei'er  w ithout  poiver  of  alteration,  by 
a provifioii  being  made  in  the  articles  for  a conftaiit  creation  of  peers  for  Ire- 
land. 

That  the  Irifii  peerage  is  to  be  kept  for  ever  a diftiiift  body  from  the  Britifii, 
though  the  project  profefles  a union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  attempts  a union  of  the  tivo  parliaments,  of  ivliich  the  peerage, 
a conftituent  part,  ftripped  as  it  will  be  of  all  parliamentary  function,  perpe- 
tuates a diftin6tion  infulting  and  degrading  to  this  kingdom,  which  our  nii- 
nifters,  if  they  had  folely  in  A’iew,  without  any  regard  to  influence,  a lafting 
union  of  the  parliaments,  to  which  this  continuance  no  way  contributes, 
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would  have  avoided  by  providing  that  the  Irifli  peers  when  reduced  to  the 
propofed  number  of  twenty-eight,  fliould  be  declared  peers  of  the  united  em- 
pire equally  with  the  Britifli,  and  thus  M'ould  have  dilTolved  all  national 
diftindions  betM’een  them  for  the  time  to  come. 

But  it  is  not  in  trade,  revenue,  and  manufaftures  only,  that  diftin6l  inte- 
refts  are  declared  to  exift,  nor  in  conftitution  alone  that  feparate  interefts  are  to 
be  created ; the  fame  diftin6lion  is  to  be  preferved  in  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  every  diffei'ence  of  law,  every  variation  of  pradlice  and  of  regulation 
which  now  prev^ails,  is  to  be  allowed  to  diftinguilli  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
courts,  with  this  one  exception  only,  that  in  the  ultimate  appeal  every  Irifli 
fuitor  is  to  be  again  at  tiie  expence  and  hazard  of  going  to  Weftminfter, 
inftead  of  having  a court  in  Dublin  to  refort  to. 

'SVe  enlarge  the  more  on  thefe  feveral  enumerations  of  feparate  interefts, 
avov/ed  or  created  by  your  majefty’s  miiiifters,  becaufe  the  many  provifions 
they  propofe  for  their  future  regulation,  are  fo  many  acknowledgments  that 
no  force  of  law  can  identify  them  fo  as  to  admit  of  their  confolidation.  Pro- 
vifions all  in  themfelves  prefumptuous  and  infufficient,  inafmuch  as  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  human  wifdom  to  forefee  the  events  of  time,  and  provide  now 
by  a fyftem  declared  immutable,  for  the  varying  changes  which  muft  naturally 
take  place  in  the  lapfe  of  years. 

Under  tlie  fame  conviction,  though  they  profefs  a union  of  the  two  parlia- 
ments, they  do  not  attempt  out  of  them  one  with  equal  and  common  powers 
for  both  kingdoms ; it  is  to  be  free  in  all  its  functions  in  refpeft  to  Britain,  but 
ftiackled  aud  bound  up  by  reftii6tions  as  to  Ireland. 

In  this  they  deprive  your  majefty's  Irifti  fubjefts  of  a parliament  fuch  only 
as  the  Britifli  conftitution  acknowledges,  free  in  its  deliberations  for  every 
part  of  the  empire  it  is  to  legiflate  for,  fuch  as  we  have  a right  to  enjoy,  equally 
unreftrained  in  its  powers  and  unfettered  in  its  proceedings  as  to  the  interefts 
of  this  your  majefty’s  kingdom  ; and  fuch  a one  free  and  independent  in  all 
its  functions,  as  we  folemnly  claimed  to  be  our  birthright  in  1782,  and  as  your 
majefty  in  your  wifdom  and  juftice  did  then  gracioufly  confirm  to  this  king- 
dom for  ever,  but  which  claim  and  gracious  confirmation  your  minifters  now 
feek  to  take  away  from  the  kingdom  for  ever. 

That  having  thus  fliewm  to  your  majefty  how  very  inefficient  the  projefb 
of  your  minifters  is  to  anfwer  even  the  purpofe  it  avows,  and  how  very  ruinous 
its  operation  muft  be,  if  you  fhall  not  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  interfere,  we 
feel  it  our  further  duty  to  expofe  fully  to  your  majefty’s  view  not  only  the 
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artful  delufions  which  thofe  minifters  liave  prefumed  to  hold  out  of  fuppofed 
advantages  in  commerce,  in  revenue,  in  taxes  and  in  manufa61ures  to  deceive 
the  people  into  an  approbation  of  their  fcheme,  but  the  corrupt  and  uncon- 
ftitutional  means  which  they  have  ufed,  the  undue  manner  in  which  they 
have  employed  the  influence  of  the  crown  and  the  mifreprefentations  which 
they  have  made  of  the  fenfe  of  your  majefty’s  people  of  Ireland  on  the 
meafure. 

Were  all  the  advantages,  which  witl^out  any  foundation  they  have  declared 
that  this  meafure  offers,  to  be  its  inftant  and  immediate  confequence,  we  do 
not  hefitate  to  fay  exprefsly,  that  we  could  not  harbour  the  thought  of  accept- 
ing them  in  exchange  for  our  freedom  for  commerce,  or  our  conftitution  for 
revenue;  but  the  offers  are  mere  impofitions,  and  we  flate  with  the  firmeft  con- 
fidence, that  in  commerce  or  trade  their  meafure  confers  no  one  advantage, 
nor  can  it  confer  any,  for  by  your  majefty’s  gracious  and  paternal  attention 
to  this  your  ancient  realm  of  Ireland,  every  reftri6lion  under  which  its  com- 
merce laboured  has  been  removed  during  your  majefty’s  aufpicious  reign,  and 
we  are  now  as  free  to  trade  to  all  the  world  as  Britain  is. 

In  manufadlures  any  attempt  it  makes,  to  offer  any  benefit  which  we  do 
not  now  enjoy,  is  vain  and  delufive,  and  wherever  it  is  to  have  effe61,  that 
effe6l  will  be  to  our  injury;  moft  of  the  duties  on  import  which  operate  as 
protedions  to  our  manufadures  are  under  its  provifion  either  to  be  removed 
or  reduced  immediately,  and  thofe  which  will  be  reduced  are  to  ceafe  entirely 
at  a limited  time;  though  many  of  our  manufadlures  owe  their  exiftence  to 
the  protedlion  of  thofe  duties,  and  though  it  is 'not  in  the  power  of  human  wif- 
dom  to  forefee  any  precife  time,  vdien  they  may  be  able  to  thrive  without  them. 
Your  majefty’s  faithful  commons  feel  more  than  an  ordinary  intereft  in  laying 
this  fa6l  before  you,  beeaufe  they  have  under  your  majefty’s  approbation  raifed 
up  and  nurfed  many  of  thofe  manufaftures,  and  by  fo  doing  have  encouraged 
much  capital  to  be  vefted  in  them,  the  proprietors  of  which  are  now  to  be  left 
unproteded,  and  to  be  deprived  of  the  parliament  on  whofe  faith'they  em- 
barked themfelves,  their  families  and  properties  in  the  undertaking. 

In  revenue  we  thall  not  only  lofe  the  amount  of  the  duties  M'hich  are  thus 
to  be  removed  or  lowered,  and  which  the  papers  laid  before  us  by  the  lord 
lieutenant  fliew  to  amount  to  the  immediate  annual  fum  of  50,000/.  but  we 
fliall  be  deprived  of  nearly  as  much  more  by  the  annihilation  of  various  ex- 
port duties,  which  have  fubfifted  for  above  a century  on  other  articles  of  in- 
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tercourfe,  without  being  felt  or  complained  of  by  us ; and  this  whole  revenue 
of  50,000/.  operating  beneficially  to  our  manufaftures,  and  of  near  50,000/. 
more  which  opprelfed  no  manufa6lure,  is  to  be  wantonly  given  up  without 
the  defire  or  willi  of  either  nation,  at  a time  when  our  income  is  more  than 
ever  unequal  to  our  expences,  and  when  the  difficulty  of  raifing  new  taxes  to 
fupply  its  place,  is  alarmingly  encreafed  by  our  having  been  obliged  in  this- 
very  feffion,  to  impofe  new  burthens  to  the  cftimated  amount  of  200,000/.  a 
year,  and  we  cannot  but  remark  that  in  this  arrangement,  vhile  we  give  up 
this  revenue  of  near  100,000/.  a year,  Great  Britain  is  to  give  up  one  not 
amounting  quite  to  40,000/.  an  inequality  no  way  confonant  with  the  impar- 
tiality or  juftice  profefled  by  your  majefty's  minifters,  nor  any  wife  confiftent 
with  the  comparative  abilities  of  the  two  countries  to  replace  the  lofs. 

But  the  impofition  of  your  majefty’s  minifters  is  ftill  more  glaring,  in  their 
having  prefumed  to  fix  a proportion  of  contribution  towards  the  general  fu- 
ture expences,  to  be  obferved  by  the  two  kingdoms  in  the  ratio  of  one  by 
Ireland,  for  every  feven  parts  and  a half  by  Britain. 

If  they  had  any  plaufible  grounds,  whereon  they  calculated  this  propor- 
tion, they  have  not  deigned  to  lay  them  before  your  parliament,  and  the 
ufuai  and  eftablilhed  forms  of  committees  to  inveftigate  into  matters  of  fuch 
intricate  and  extended  calculation  have  been  fuperfeded  by  them. 

Your  majefty’s  faithful  commons  are  fatisfied  that  the  calculation  is  ex- 
tremely erroneous,  and  that  on  a juil  and  fair  enquiry  into  the  comparative 
means  of  each  country,  this  kingdom  ought  not  and  is  not  able  to  contribute 
in  any  thing  like  the  proportion. 

They  feel  a duty  too  to  protefi:  moft  folemnly  againfi  any  arrangement  of 
taxation,  to  none  of  which  they  have  had  documents,  or  made  any  enquiry  to 
guide  their  judgments,  and  in  which  they  underhand  no  confideration  what- 
ever has  been  had  to  the  different  legal  intereft  of  money  in  this  kingdom, 
which  caufes  a difadvantage  of  20/.  per  cent,  in  procuring  capital,  nor  to  the 
relative  quantity  of  fliipping  poffeffed  and  ufed  by  each  country,  nor  to  the 
export  trade  in  foreign  articles,  nor  to  the  extent  of  manufadture  for  home 
confumption,  nor  to  the  balance  of  trade  which  fliews  the  annual  increafe  of 
its  clear  profit,  and  of  courfe  the  annual  increafe  of  the  fund,  it  creates  to 
contribute  from,  in  all  of  which  the  means  of  Britain  very  far  exceed  the 
foregoing  proportion,  and  particularly  in  the  balance  of  trade,  which  in  Ire- 
land amounts  to  little  more  than  half  a million  with  all  the  world,  but  it  is 
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Hated  by  authority  to  have  amounted  to  14,800,000/.  in  Britain,  exclufive  of 
an  annual  influx  of  money  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  to  the  amount  of 
four  millions  to  the  proprietors  refident  in  Britain,  and  of  two  millions  fronu 
Ireland  to  the  proprietors  of  Irilli  eftates  refident  there,  and  of  another  million) 
from  Ireland  for  the  charges  of  her  debt  due  in  Britain ; whereas  the  only 
known  or  vifible  influx  of  money  into  Ireland  is  the  above  balance  of  trade 
of  half  a million  only,  and  thefe  two  fums  of  two  millions  and  one  million,. 
Avhile  they  add  to  the  wealth  and  means  of  Britain  unfortunately  take  away  in 
the  fame  amount  from  the  ability  of  Ireland. 

Thus  had  a due  inveftigation  been  made,  and  a fair  enquiry  gone  into  with: 
a view  to  obtain  a true  knowledge  of  fa6ts  whereon  to  ground  a juft  calculation, 
it  would  have  appeared  that  this  proportion  for  Ireland  is  not  only  unjuft, 
but  far  beyond  what  it  will  be  in  her  power  to  difeharge ; and  the  raflmefs 
of  your  majefty’s  minifters  in  hazarding  fuch  a meafure,  is  the  more  to  be 
lamented  or  wondered  at,  becaufe  fliould  Ii'eland  engage  to  pay  more  than 
file  is  able  to  anfwer,  the  neceflary  confequence  muft  be  a rapid  decreafe  of  her 
capital,  the  decline  of  her  trade,  a failure  in  the  produce  of  her  taxes,  and  in 
the  end  her  total  bankruptcy ; but  under  fuch  circumftances  flie  cannot  be 
alone  a bankrupt ; and  fliould  the  fatally  become  fo  by  an  injudicious  or 
avaricious  apportionment  of  conftitution,  Great  Britain  muft  fliare  in  her 
ruin,  and  our  great  and  glorious  empire  be  brought  to  the  brink  of  deftru6lion, 
by  an  innovating  attempt  to  take  from  Ireland  its  conftitution,  and  fubftitute 
a theoretic,  vifionary  and  untried  fyftem  in  its  room. 

We  fliould  therefore  earneftly  fupplicate  your  majefty,  to  oblige  your  nii- 
nifters  to  defer  the  meafure,  until  a full  and  fatisfadory  inveftigation  fliould 
be  made,  if  we  did  not  feel,  that  it  ought  to  be  entirely  relinquiflied,  and  that 
the  injuries  and  dangers  attending  on  it,  could  not  be  removed  by  any  change 
of  that  proportion,  or  reconciled  by  any  modification  of  detail  whatfoever. 

Subordinate  however  as  the  confideration  of  it  is,  we  cannot  omit  remarking 
to  your  majefty,  that  there  is  cunningly  and  infidioufly  annexed  to  it  a pro- 
vifion  for  its  ceafing,  even  within  the  fliort  period  of  three  years,  fliould  the 
war  continue  fo  long ; and  that  when  Ave  fliall  increafe  our  debt  fo,  as  that  it 
fliall  bear  the  like  proportion  to  the  permanent  debt  of  Britain,  all  the  delufive 
benefit  held  out  by  this  proportion  is  to  ceafe,  and  we  are  to  undergo  common 
taxes  with  Britain. 

We  lament  fuch  delvifion  fliould  be  refer  ted  to,  it  is  too  palpable  not  to  be 
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fceu,  and  inftead  of  the  confidence  which  ought  to  attend  every  arrangement 
between  the  kingdoms,  fuchcondu6lmuft  excite  diffidence  and  diftruft. 

This  proportion  of  their  refpeclive  permanent  debts  is  to  be  attained  by  in- 
creafing  our  debt,  which  we  muft  do,  and  by  Britain  leflening  her's,  which  flie 
is  in  the  a6tual  courfe  of  reducing,  as  rapidly  at  lead  as  that  of  Ireland  in- 
creafes;  the  abfurdity  therefore  of  the  pofition  is  felf-evident,  for  it  fays,  that 
Ireland  by  increafing  her  debt,  and  its  annual  charges,  will  become  more  weal- 
thy  and  more  able  to  bear  equal  taxes  with  Britain,  but  that  Britain  by  decrea- 
fing  her’s  will  be  lefs  able  to  pay  her  contribution  and  can  only  pay  equal  taxes. 

Another  delufion  (omitted  however  in  the  articles  propofed,)  has  beenalfo 
plaufibly  offered,  ftill  further  to  deceive  your  majefty’s  fubjeds  of  Ireland  into 
an  approbation  of  this  deftru6tive  meafure,  and  a promife  has  been  autho- 
ritatively announced  or  artfully  infinuated  by  your  ininifters  in  this  kingdom, 
that  Ireland  is  to  fave  by  it,  or  that  Great  Britain  is  to  give  her  a million  a 
year  l evenue  in  time  of  war  and  half  a million  a year  in  time  of  peace. 

But  we  know,  that  during  a war  like  the  prefent  fuch  a promife  is  im- 
pra6licable,  and  both  kingdoms  mufl;  ftrain  every  nerve  and  draw  forth  every 
refource. 

We  feek  not  to  load  our  fifter  kingdom  unneceflarily  by  leffening  our  own 
burthen,  and  our  loyalty  forbids  us  to  liften  to  arguments  which  offer  to  fave 
our  purfe  at  the  expenfe  of  Britain  ; but  it  is  all  a delufion,  for  we  fee  nothing 
in  the  uniting  the  two  parliaments  which  can  change  the  courfe  of  the  Avar, 
or  leffen  the  total  mafs  of  expenfe  of  both  nations;  and  Ave  affert  moft  con- 
fidently, that  no  gift  can  be  made  or  faving  enfue  in  our  expenfes  by  the 
Union,  hoAvever  they  may  be  attempted  to  be  encreafed  by  the  unfounded 
and  unfair  proportion  afcertained  for  us  to  bear  of  the  general  expenditure; 
but  Avere  the  offer  founded,  Avere  it  efiedual  and  defirable,  its  advantages  refl 
on  the  misfortunes  of  Avar,  and  Ave  fliould  feel  ourfelves  unAvorthy  of  the  truff 
repofed  in  us,  if  Ave  could  fuffer  a hope,  arifing  from  the  continuation  of  fuch 
a dreadful  calamity,  to  dire61:  our  condiuT  in  any  meafure,  much  lefs  in  one 
AV’hich  calls  on  us  to  give  up  our  conftitution  for  ever. 

Neither  can  Ave  look  foi’Avard  to  any  propofed  faving  from  the  Union  in 
peace,  for  Ave  are  not  told,  nor  could  Ave  believe  it,  if  your  majefty's  ininifters 
did  tell  us,  that  a bill  profeffing  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms,  infcparably  united 
Avithout  a bill,  can  have  an  influence  on  the  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe, 
or  that  it  can  alloAv  us,  during  the  next  peace,  to  difpenfe  Avith  keeping  up  the 
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fame  military  force  as  during  the  laft,  and  we  are  further  given  to  underhand, 
that  your  majefty’s  royal  court,  and  all  its  eftablifliment,  the  courts  of  law,  the 
exchequer,  and  all  the  revenue  expenfes  are  to  be  continued  without  the  par- 
liament equally  as  with  it;  but  were  the  faving  practicable,  we  feel  it  our  own 
duty  to  make  it  without  a Union,  and  we  know  no  parliament  can  do  it  for 
Ireland,  with  the  fame  fafety 'as  the  refident  parliament  of  Ireland. 

But  it  is  not  only  in  refpeCt  to  thefe  delufions  held  out  as  to  trade  and  revenue 
that  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  lay  before  your  majefty  the  conduCl  of  your  mi- 
nifters  on  this  meafure ; we  muft  ftate  the  means  by  which  they  have  endea- 
voured to  carry  it.  That  in  the  firfl  inftance,  admitting  the  neceffity  of  con- 
forming to  the  fenfe  of  the  parliament  and  the  people,  they  took  the  fenfe  of 
the  commons,  and  found  that  fenfe  to  be  againft  it ; that  they  then  affeCted 
to  appeal  againll  the  parliament  to  the  people,  at  the  fame  time  endeavouring 
by  their  choice  of  tlieriffs  to  obftruCt  the  regular  and  conftitutional  mode 
whereby  the  fenfe  of  the  people  has  been  ufually  collected;  that  on  the  con- 
trary, they  did  ufe  or  abet  and  encourage  the  ufmg  of  various  arts  and  ftra- 
tagems  to  procure  from  individuals  of  the  loweft  order,  fome  of  whom  were 
their  prifoners  and  felons,  fcandalous  fignatures  againll  the  conftitution ; that 
notwithhanding  thefe  attempts  to  procure  a fallacious  appearance  of  Itrength 
and  mufter  againft  parliament,  the  people  hav^e  exprelfed  their  fentiments  de- 
cidedly againft  the  Union,  and  twenty-one  counties  at  public  meetings  le- 
gally convened,  and  alfo  many  other  counties  by  petitions  figned  by  the 
freeholders,  and  many  cities  and  towns,  have  exprelfed  either  to  your  majefty 
or  to  this  houfe,  or  to  both,  their  decided  and  unalterable  hoftility  to  the 
Union;  yet  your  minifters  have  as  we  believe,  taken  upon  them  to  ftate  to 
j'our  majefty  and  your  minifters  in  Britain,  in  defiance  of  all  thefe  faCls,  that 
the  fenfe  of  the  nation  is  not  adverfe  to  the  meafure;  that  if  there  could  be 
any  doubt  that  your  majefty’s  minifters  in  the  appointment  of  llieriffs  did 
confider  how  they  might  obftruCl  the  people  in  delivering  their  opinion  re- 
garding the  Union,  that  doubt  is  fully  explained  by  their  continuing  in  office 
the  llierifts  of  the  former  year  in  more  than  one  inftance,  whence  it  alfo  ap- 
pears how  decidedly  the  fenfe  of  the  country  is  againft  this  meafure,  when 
your  majefty’s  minifters  found  it  difficult  to' procure  any  perfon  to  ferve  the 
office  of  Iheriff'  who  vv'as  properly  qualified,  and  was  alfo  a friend  to  the  mea- 
fure ; that  finding  the  fenfe  of  the  people  as  well  as  the  parliament  to  be 
.againft  it,  your  majefty’s  minifters  attempted  to  change  the  parliament  itfelf, 
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and  refufing  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  by  a general  election,  they  pro- 
cured a partial  dilfolution,  and  did  fo  publicly  abufe  the  difqualifying  claufe 
in  the  Place  Bill,  (which  was  enafted  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  preferving  the 
freedom  and  independence  of  parliament,)  that  by  vacating  feats  under  its 
authority  very  many  new  returns  were  made  to  this  houfe  for  the  purpofe  of 
carrying  it,  and  thus  did  they  change  the  parliament  without  reftoring  to  the 
people;  that  before  the  miniltry  had  perverted  the  place  bill,  the  fenfe  of  par- 
liament was  againft  their  Union,  and  if  that  bill  had  not  been  fo  perverted, 
that  fenfe  had  remained  unaltered ; that  of  thofe  who  voted  for  the  Union, 
we  beg  leave  to  inform  your  majefty  that  feventy-fix  had  places  or  penfions 
under  the  crown,  and  others  were  under  the  immediate  influence  of  conftituents 
who  held  great  offices  under  the  crown;  that  the  praftices  of  influence  above 
mentioned  were  accompanied  by  the  removal  from  office  of  various  fervants 
of  the  croMm  av'Iio  had  feats  in  parliament,  particularly  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  the  prime  ferjeant,  three  commiffioners  of  the  revenue,  a com- 
miffioner  of  accounts,  a commiffioner  of  barracks  and  the  curfitor  of  the 
court  of  chancery,  becaufe  they  would  not  vote  av'ay  the  parliament,  alfo  by 
their  vdthdrawing  their  confidence  from  others  of  your  majefty’s  faithful  and 
able  councellors  for  the  fame  reafon;  that  they  procured  or  encouraged  the 
purchafe  of  feats  in  this  houfe  to  return  members  to  vote  for  the  Union,  alfo 
the  introduction  of  perfons  unconnected  with  this  country  to  vote  aNvay  her 
parliament;  that  they  have  alfo  attempted  to  proftitute  the  peerage  by  pro- 
mifing  to  perfons,  not  even  commoners  in  parliament  her  facred  honors,  if 
they  would  come  into  this  houfe  and  vote  for  the  Union ; and  that,  finally, 
they  have  annexed  to  their  plan  of  Union  an  artful  device,  Avhereby  a million 
and  a half  of  money  is  to  be  given  to  private  perfons  poflefling  returns,  who 
are  to  receive  faid  fum  of  the  event  of  the  Union,  for  the  carrying  of  vdiich  to 
fuch  an  amount  faid  perfons  are  to  be  paid;  and  this  nation  is  to  make  good 
the  fale  by  which  the  is  thus  difinherited  of  her  parliament,  and  is  to  be  taxed 
for  ever  toraife  the  whole  amount,  although  if  your  minifiers  fiiall  perfevere  in 
fuch  a flagrant,  unconftitutional  fcheme,  and  the  money  is  to  be  raifed,  it  is 
for  the  Union,  and  being  therefore  an  imperial  concern  ought  to  be  borne  in 
the  proportion  already  laid  down  for  imperial  expences,  that  is,  two  feven- 
teenths  by  Ireland  and  fifteen  feventeenths  by  Britain;  that  under  thefe  un- 
conftitutional circumftances  your  majefty’s  minifiers  have  endeavoured,  againft 
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the  declared  fenfe  of  the  people,  to  impofe  upon  them  a new  conftitution, 
fubverting  the  old  one. 

That  whenVe  confider  the  peculiar  fituation  of  this  kingdom,  with  the 
annual  drains  of  money  from  it  by  perfons  poffeffing  property  in  it  who  don’t 
refide,  to  the  eftimated  amount  of  at  lead;  two  millions  annually,  when  we  ad- 
vert to  the  further  inevitable  drain  of  a million  a year  by  the  public  revenue 
to  be  remitted  to  Britain  for  the  annual  charges  of  our  public  debt,  and  that 
to  countervail  thefe  great  and  tremendous  ilfues  of  money,  amounting  to 
three  millions,  v^e  have  only  our  general  balance  of  trade  not  600,000/.  a 
year  to  balance  againft  them  ; we  look  with  dread  on  a meafure  which  mud, 
on  the  one  hand,  necedarily  add  to  thofe  drains  by  adding  a new  and  large 
portion  of  our  wealthied  fellow-fubje6ts  to  the  prefent  abfentees,  and  which 
mud,  on  the  other  hand,  decreafe  that  balance  by  encouraging  and  promot- 
ing new  imports  of  manufacture  in  the  room  of  thofe  v’hich  will  decline  here. 

We  look  to  it  with  the  more  dread,  becaufe,  notwithdanding  the  great  loans 
from  England  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions  in  the  lad  three  years,  v e have 
not  been  able  to  counterbalance  the  exiding  drains  from  hence  and  the  ex- 
change has  been  and  dill  continues  regularly  and  uniformly  againd  us. 

And  further,  becaufe  our  inability  to  raife  the  necedary  loans  with  this 
kingdom,  even  to  the  fmall  extent  that  has  been  expeCted,  is  unfortunately 
now  too  evident ; and  the  continuing  to  fupply  our  treafury  by  loans  from 
Britain,  though  it  may  afford  fome  temporary  relief,  will  regularly  increafe 
the  evil. 

Your  majefty’s  miniders,  therefore,  if  they  promife  to  themfelves,  or  to  the 
Britifli  nation,  any  eafement  to  their  own  taxes  from  the  fuppofed  accelfion 
of  power  over  our  wealth  and  over  our  refources,  will  find  themfelves  mod 
thoroughly  difappointed  ; and  if  the  difficulty  of  remittance  fliall  encreafe, 
the  manufacturers  of  Britain  who  have  hitherto  fupplied  this  kingdom  will 
find  the  demand  for  their  goods  decreafe  in  proportion  as  that  difficulty 
fiiall  rife. 

That  we  underdand  one  benefit  which  they  hold  out  from  the  propofed 
meafure  is  what  your  miniders  affect  to  call  tranquillizing  Ireland,  but  that 
when  we  look  to  our  parliament,  and  fee  with  what  efficacy  and  promptnefs 
it  has  contributed  to  put  down  the  late  unfortunate  rebellion,  how  inadequate 
a parliament  not  refident  would  have  been ; when  we  refleCt  that  in  a kingdom 
containing  four  and  a half  millions  of  people,  a refident  parliament  mud  pof- 
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fefs  the  quick  and  authoritativ’e  means  of  giving  energy  to  the  executive,  whiqh 
a parliament  in  another  country  cannot  have  ; that  the  removing  the  parlia- 
ment tends  to  remove  with  it  from  the  kingdom  thofe  men  ot  large  property 
and  influence,  of  talents  and  refpe6tability,  whole  prefence  is  at  all  times  elfen- 
tial  to  tranquillity,  and  may  at  fome  conjun6ture  be  alone  capable  of  preferving 
it ; that  their  abfence  will  leave  room  for  political  agitators,  and  men  of  ta- 
lents without  principle  or  property,  to  difturb  and  irritate  the  public  mind ; 
we  tremble  for  the  confequences  of  that  meafure  at  once  the  molf  rafli  and  un- 
neceflary  that  ever  was  brought  forward  by  any  minifters,  and  at  a time  moll: 
fitted  to  produce  every  evil  dreaded,  and  leaft  fitted  to  promote  any  one  bene- 
fit held  forth. 

That  when  we  confider  the  time  chofen  to  introduce  fuch  a meafure  we  feel 
additional  repugnance,  it  being  the  moment  of  our  weaknefs  and  diftrefs,  when 
the  country  is  of  courfe  lefs  free  to  deliver  its  full  and  heart-felt  fentiments 
againft  the  illiberality  of  fuch  an  attempt;  peculiarly  mortifying  to  thofe  your 
majefty’s  fubje6ts  who  had  recently  exerted  themfelves  in  defence  of  that  con- 
ftitution  Avhich  they  are  now  called  upon  to  furrender,  and  at  a time  too  Avhen 
the  fpirit  of  innovation  is  abroad  and  likely  to  be  much  encouraged  by  the 
example  of  your  majefty’s  minifters  in  this  their  proceeding  againft  the  an- 
cient liberties  of  the  people,  who  may  be  rendered  an  unprofitable  or  dangerous 
part  of  the  Britilh  empire,  whether  in  confequence  of  this  E^nion  th.ey  become 
flavifii  and  abje6l,  or  reftlefs  and  dilfatisfied. 

That  when  Ave  refledl  on  the  great  value  of  the  acts  for  trying  controA'erted 
elections,  hoAv  eminently  and  eftedtually  they  have  been  framed  for  preferving 
the  purity  of  election,  Avithout  Avhich  purity  of  parliament  cannot  exilt ; and 
Avhen  Ave  fee  that  your  minifters,  Avell  knoAving  the  value  Ave  fet  on  them,  have 
propofed  various  means  to  continue  thofe  benefits  to  us  in  the  feAv  ele6tions 
Avhich  Avill  remain  to  be  held  here  after  the  Union,  and  have  AvithdraAvn  them 
all  from  their  inefficacy  and  infufficiency  almoft  as  foon  as  they  Avere  propofed, 
and  have  iioav  abandoned  all  hope  of  framing  any  ; we  forefee  and  dread  the 
formidable  pOAver  Avhich  the  meafure  of  Union  Avill  give  to  the  minifter  in  all 
Irilli  ele6tions,  by  deftroying  the  beneficial  operation  of  thefe  a6ls ; for  the 
expence,  trouble  and  delay  of  trying  controverted  Irifli  elections  in  London, 
Avill  deter  many  candidates,  entitled  to  be  returned,  from  feeking  redrefs ; the 
fiieritfs,  Avho  are  all  appointed  by  the  minifter,  Avill,  in  fa6t,  nominate  the  mem- 
bers, and  many  of  them  having  already  obeyed  the  Aviflies  of  the  minifter  in 
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endeavouring  to  ftifle  the  conftitutional  voice  of  the  people,  give  us  too  furc 
an  omen  of  the  condu6l  which  may  be  expelled  from  them  in  eledlions. 

That  whether  we  reft  on  this  incontrovertible  and  felf-evident  truth,  that 
no  parliament  in  another  kingdom  can  have  the  local  information  or  know- 
ledge of  the  manners,  habits,  wants  or  wiflies  of  the  nation,  which  its  own  par- 
liament naturally  poflefles,  and  which  is  requifite  for  beneficial  legiflation,  nor 
can  be  fupplied  with  the  neceffary  information,  either  as  promptly  or  accu- 
rately ; or  whether  we  look  to  the  clear  proofs  of  that  truth  which  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  meafure  has  afforded,  by  your  minifters  having  called  to  their  af- 
fiftance  in  London  the  great  officers  of  this  kingdom  moft  likely  from  their 
ftation  to  give  full  information  for  framing  their  meafure  ; and  though  all 
their  talents  and  all  their  own  information,  and  what  they  obtained  by  letters 
while  it  was  pending,  were  employed  for  months  there,  yet  when  they  brought 
it  back,  a few  hours,  or  rather  a few  minutes  enquiry  on  the  fpot  in  Dublin, 
forced  them  to  alter  their  project  in  very  many  articles,  complete  and  perfedi 
as  they  thought  it : we  have  ftrong  additional  reafon  to  feel  and  to  reprefent 
the  manifeft  and  irreparable  injuries  which  this  kingdom  muff;  fuftain  by  the 
■w  ant  of  a refident  parliament,  and  the  impoffibility  of  legiflation  being  carried 
on  for  it  as  it  ought  to  be.  Therefore,  inafmuch  as  the  meafure  of  a Union 
is  an  un neceffary  innovation,  and  innovations,  at  all  times  hazardous,  are  ren- 
dered jjeculiarly  fo  now  by  the  awful  fituation  of  the  times  ; inafmuch  too,  as 
far  from  being  an  innocent  experiment,  it  is  replete  with  changes  injurious  to 
our  trade  and  manufactures  and  our  revenues ; inafmuch  alfo,  as  it  deftroys 
our  conftitution  which  has  worked  well,  and  fubftitutes  a new  one,  the  bene- 
fits of  Avhich  we  cannot  fee,  but  the  numerous  evils  and  dangers  of  which  are 
apparent,  and  -which  in  every  change  it  offers  militates  againft  fome  known  and 
eftabliflied  principle  of  the  Britifli  conftitution  ; inafmuch  alfo,  as  it  fo  far  en- 
dangers the  conftitution  of  Britain,  as  not  to  leave  us  the  certainty  of  enjoy- 
ing a free  conftitution  there  when  our  own  fliall  be  deftroyed  ; 

Inafmuch  as  it  tends  to  impoverifli  and  fubjugate  Ireland,  without  giving 
wealth  or  ftrength  to  Britain  ; 

Inafmuch  as  it  tends  to  raife  and  perpetuate  difcontent  and  jealoufies,  to 
create  new  and  ftrengthcn  old  diftinClnefles  of  intereft  in  our  concerns  of 
trade,  manufactures,  revenue  and  conftitution ; and  inftead  of  encreafing 
the  connection  between  the  two  kingdoms,  may  tend  to  their  feparation, 

to 


APPENDIX.  347 

to  our  confeqiient  ruin,  and  to  the  deftru6lion  or  difmemberment  of  the 
empire ; 

Inafnuich  as  it  endangers  inftead  of  promoting  or  fecuring  the  tranquillity 
of  Ireland,  as  it  degrades  the  national  pride  and  charafter,  debafes  its  rank 
from  a kingdom  to  that  of  a dependant  province,  yet  leaves  us  every  expenfe 
and  mark  of  a kingdom  but  the  great  effential  one  of  a parliament; 

Inafmuch  as  it  has  been  propofed  and  hitherto  carried  agaiiift  the  decided 
and  expreffcd  fenfe  of  the  people,  notwithftanding  the  improper  means  reforted 
to  to  prevent  that  fenfe  being  declared,  and  to  mifreprefent  it  when  known  ; 

Inafmuch  as  it  is  not  grounded  in  all  its  intricate  and  momentous  parts  on 
that  folemn  and  full  inveftigation  which  ought  to  attend  every  ineafure  ot 
great  moment,  and  has  been  introduced  and  conducted  with  various  delufions 
and  impofitions,  and  with  an  unbecoming  and  fufpicious  hafte  ; 

Inafmuch  as  it  provides  for  fending  one  hundred  of  the  prefent  reprefenta- 
tives  to  legiflate  in  another  kingdom,  though  elected  only  to  fit  in  tlie  parlia- 
ment in  this,  and  does  not  give  the  people  an  opportunity,  by  a new  election, 
to  exercife  their  difcretion  in  a new  choice  of  perfons  for  fuch  a new,  altered 
and  increafed  truft  ; 

Inafmuch  as  it  leaves  to  be  determined,  by  the  chance  of  drawing  lots,  the 
choice  of  thirty-two  members  to  reprefent  as  many  great  cities  and  towns, 
with  a levity  which  tends  to  turn  into  ridicule  the  facred  and  ferious  truft  of 
reprefentative  ; and  while  it  commits  to  one  peifon  the  office  which  the  con- 
ftitution  commits  to  two,  of  fpeaking  the  voice  of  the  people  and  granting 
their  money,  it  does  not  allow  the  ele6lors  to  chufe  which  of  the  two  they  will 
en truft  with  that  power ; 

And  inafmuch  as  means  the  moll;  unconllitutional,  influence  the  moft  un- 
due, and  bribes  openly  avowed,  have  been  reforted  to,  to  carry  it  againfl  the 
known  fenfe  of  the  commons  and  people  during  the  exiftence  of  martial  law 
throughout  the  land : 

We  feel  it  our  bounden  duty  to  ourfelves,  our  country,  and  our  poflerity,  to 
lay  this  our  moft  folemn  proteft  and  prayer  before  your  majefty,  that  you  will 
be  gracloufly  pleafed  to  extend  your  paternal  prote6lion  to  your  faithful  and 
loyal  fubjefts,  and  to  fave  them  from  the  danger  threatened  by  your  majefty  s 
minifters  in  this  their  ruinous  and  deflru6tive  project,  humbly  declaring  with 
the  moft  cordial  and  warm  fmcerity,  that  we  are  actuated  therein  by  an  irre- 
fiffible  fenfe  of  duty,  by  an  undiaken  loyalty  to  your  majefty,  by  a veneration 
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for  the  Britifli  name,  by  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  Britilh  nation,  with 
whom  we  have  fo  often  declared  we  will  hand  or  fall,  and  by  a determination 
to  preferve  for  ever  the  connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms  on  which  the 
happinefs,  the  power  and  the  ftrength  of  each  irrevocably  and  unalterably 
depend. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the  foregoing  motion,  the  houfe  divided, 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  who 
and  Mr.  Saurin, 

Tellers  for  the  Noes,  who  flayed  within.  Right  Hon. 

]\Ir.  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  Robert  John,  J 
It  pafled  in  the  negative. 


went  out,  Lord  Vifc.  Corry 


} 
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No.  CXXI. 

Proteji  of  the  Irifi  Peers  agabiji  the  Union.  {Page  1066.) 

Dissentient, 

1.  Becaufe  the  meafure  recommended  by  our  mofl  gracious  fovereign  was 
a complete  and  entire  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be  founded 
upon  equal  and  liberal  principles.  We  cannot  help  obferving,  that  the  terms 
propofed  in  the  faid  bill  are  inconfiflent  with  thofe  principles,  and  are  totally 
unequal.  That  Great  Britain  is  thereby  to  retain  entire  and  undiminiflied  her 
Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons,  and  that  two- fifteenths  of  the  Irifli  peers  are 
to  be  degraded  and  deprived  of  their  legiflative  funftions,  and  that  two-thirds 
of  the  Irifii  Houfe  of  Commons  are  to  be  flruck  off. 

Such  a proceeding  appears  to  us  totally  unequal,  both  in  refpedl  of  numbers, 
and  the  mode  of  forming  the  united  parliament;  and  we  cannot  fuggefl  any 
reafon  for  reducing  the  number  of  members  of  the  Irifli  houfes  of  parliament, 
Avhich  does  not  apply  with  more  force  to  reducing  the  number  of  the  mem- 
bers in  the  Britifli  houfes  of  parliament,  whofe  numbers  fo  greatly  exceed  that 
of  the  members  of  the  Irifli  houfes  of  parliament. 

2.  Becaufe  the  meafure  recommended  by  his  majefty,  was  a complete  and 
entire  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  Avhich  Aveunderfland  fuch 
an  Union  as  fliould  fo  perfedtly  identify  the  two  nations,  that  they  fliould  be- 
come 
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come  one  nation,  and  that  there  fliould  not  exift  any  diftincl  intereft  between 
them. 

When  we  confider  the  provifions  of  the  faid  bill,  we  find  that  although  its 
profefled  obje6t  is  to  form  a perfedt  Union  between  them,  it  does  not  in  any 
fort  effe6l  it.  It  unites  the  legifiature,  but  does  not  identify  the  nations. 
Their  interefts  will  remain  as  diftincl  as  they  are  at  prefen t.  Ireland  will  con- 
tinue to  be  governed  by  a viceroy,  atfifted  by  an  Irilh  privy  council.  Her 
purfe,  her  revenues,  her  expenditure,  and  her  taxes,  will  be  as  diftindlas  they 
are  at  prefent  from  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  even  their  intercourfe  of  trade  mufl 
be  carried  on  as  between  two  feparate  nations,  through  the  medium  of  revenue 
officers.  Such  diftinclnefles  of  intereft  prove  that  they  require  feparate  par- 
liaments, refident  in  each  kingdom  to  attend  to  them.  That  fuch  Union  is 
only  nominal,  and  that  it  does  not  efiedl  that  complete  and  entire  Union  re- 
commended by  his  majefty,  but  lliews  that  from  the  circumftances  of  the  two 
nations,  the  fame  is  totally  impra6licable. 

3.  Becaufe  the  adjuftment  of  the  numbers  of  the  Iriili  members  to  be  added 
to  the  two  houfes  of  the  imperial  parliament,  has  been  determined  upon  with- 
out any  official  documents,  or  other  authentic  information,  having  been  laid 
before  parliament.  That  upon  the  Union  with  Scotland,  fuch  proportion  was 
adjufted  by  the  commiffioners  appointed  for  England  and  Scotland,  upon  an 
examination  of  their  refpeclive  claims,  having  thereupon  agreed  that  the  num- 
ber of  commoners  to  be  added  to  the  Englifti  commoners,  conlifting  of  five 
hundred  and  thirteen,  fhould  be  forty-five  on  the  part  of  Scotland  ; and  the 
number  of  Englilli  peers,  being  then  one  hundred  and  eighty-five,  they  cal- 
culated that  fixteen  were  the  fame  proportion  to  that  number  which  forty- 
fiv’e  were  to  the  Englilh  Iloufe  of  Commons,  and  therefore  determined  upon 
that  number  of  peers.  This  calculation  juftified  the  propriety  of  fuch  adjuft- 
ment, and  we  cannot  conceive  upon  what  principle  the  number  of  Irifli  peers 
Avas  reduced  to  thirty-two,  Avhen,  according  to  the  proportion  aforefaid,  it 
ought  to  have  been  fifty-three.  We  muft  confider  fuch  conduct  as  unjuft  in 
its  principle,  and  wantonly  cafting  a ftigma  upon  the  Irifii  peerage,  by  de- 
priving twenty-one  of  their  body  of  their  juft  rights  of  fitting  in  the  united 
parliament. 

4.  Becaufe,  that  however  proper  it  may  have  been  for  two  parliaments  to 
mark  out  the  great  outlines  for  forming  an  Union  between  the  two  nations^ 
we  think  that  from  their  fituations  in  different  kingdoms,  and  the  impradli- 
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cability  of  communication  between  them,  the}'  were  illfuited  to  the  adjuftment 
of  matters  which  required  detail. 

That  the  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  great  Lord  Somers  upon  the 
Union  with  Scotland,  of  appointing  commil'iioners  on  the  behalf  of  each  na- 
tion, is  proved  by  experience  to  have  been  well  adapted  to  that  purpofe. 
That  fuch  commiffioners  having  the  means  of  procuring  information,  and 
communication  with  each  other,  were  thereby  enabled  to  fettle  with  propriety, 
and  to  the  fatisfatlion  of  both  nations,  fuch  matters  as  fliould  be  neceffary  to 
be  adjufted  between  them.  That  inftead  of  adopting  that  wife  and  rational 
mode  of  proceeding,  the  adjuftment  of  the  numbers  to  be  added  to  the  impe- 
rial parliament  has  been  eftabliflied  in  purfuance  of  the  mandate  of  the  Britilh 
minifter,  without  laying  before  Parliament  any  official  document  whatfoever, 
or  taking  any  ftep  to  procure  information  concerning  the  refpective  claims  of 
the  two  nations. 

5.  Becaufe  by  the  original  diftribution  of  power  between  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament,  it  has  been  eftablilhed  as  a leading  and  fundamental  principle  of 
the  conftitution,  that  the  commons  Ihould  hold  the  purfe  of  the  nation  with- 
out the  interference  of  the  peerage  ; notwithltanding  which,  and  that  the  faid 
bill  declares  that  Irhh  peerages  ffiall  be  confidered  as  peerages  of  the  united 
kingdom  ; it  diredts  that  Irilh  peers  ffiall  be  eligible  as  commoners  to  repre- 
fent  any  place  in  Great  Britain,  whereby  the  purfe  of  the  nation  will  be  even- 
tually put  into  the  hands  of  the  peers  of  the  united  kingdom,  under  the  de- 
feription  of  Iriffi  peers,  in  dire6t  defiance  of  the  aforefaid  principle.  That  it 
is  evident,  that  fuch  innovation  was  introduced  by  the  minifter,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  preventing  the  oppofition  which  the  meafure  might  receive  from  fuch 
Irilh  peers  as  were  members  of  the  Britilh  Iloufe  of  Commons,  which  is  clearly 
evinced  by  their  not  being  made  eligible  for  any  place  in  Ireland,  from  whence 
they  derive  their  honours. 

That  by  the  provifion  in  the  bill  for  a conftant  creation  of  Peers  for! reland, 
the  Irilh  peerage  is  to  be  kept  up  for  ever,  thereby  perpetuating  the  degrading 
diftind;ion  by  which  the  Irilh  peerage  is  to  continue  ftripped  of  all  parlia- 
mentary functions.  That  the  perpetuity  of  fuch  diftin6lion  would  have  been 
avoided,  by  providing,  that  no  Iriffi  peer  lliould  hereafter  be  created,  (which 
is  the  cafe  of  Scotch  Peers.)  And  that  whenever  the  Irilli  peers  fiiall  be  re- 
duced to  the  number  of  twenty-eight,  they  lliould  be  declared  peers  of  the 
United  Empire,  agreeably  with  the  Britifti.  From  which  time  all  national 
diftin6lions  between  them  lliould  ceafe. 


6.  Becaufe 
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6.  Becaufe,  when  we  advert  to  the  corrupt  and  unconfiitutional  language 
held  out  by  the  minifters,  to  fuch  members  as  claimed  property  in  boroughs, 
intimating  to  them,  that  they  fliould  be  confidered  as  their  private  property, 
and  fliould  be  purchafed  as  fuch,  and  the  price  paid  out  of  the  public 
purfe,  fuch  language  appears  to  us  to  amount  to  a propofal  to  buy  the 
Irifli  parliament  for  government,  and  makes  the  Union  a meafure  of  bargain 
and  fale  between  the  minifter  and  the  individual. 

7.  Becaufe,  when  we  compare  the  relative  abilities  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  we  find  the  contribution  to  be  paid  by  two  kingdoms  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  united  empire  moft  unequally  adjufted,  and  that  the  fliare  of 
two-feyenteenths,  fixed  upon  as  the  proportion  to  be  paid  by  Ireland,  is  far 
beyond  what  the  refources  will  enable  her  to  difcharge.  Should  Ireland  un- 
dertake to  pay  more  than  flie  lliall  be  able  to  anfwer,  the  a6t  will  be  irrevo- 
cable, and  theneceflary  confequences  will  be  a gradual  diminution  of  her  ca- 
pital, the  decline  of  her  trade,  a failure  in  the  produce  of  her  taxes,  and 
finally,  her  total  bankruptcy.  Should  Ireland  fail,  Great  Britain  muft  necef- 
farily  be  involved  in  her  ruin,  and  ^ve  Avillhave  to  lament,  that  our  great  and 
glorious  empire  will  be  brought  to  the  brink  of  defiriiction  by  the  dangerous 
and  vifionai  y fpeculation  of  fubftituting  a new  fyftem  of  government  for  Ire- 
land, in  the  place  of  that  conftitution,  wdiich  (he  has  experienced  to  be  the 
firmeft  fecurity  for  the  prefervation  of  her  liberties.  We  think  it  proper  to 
obferve,  that  if  the  miniftry  had  any  plaufible  grounds  wdiereon  they  have 
calculated  the  faid  proportion,  they  have  not  deigned  to  lay  them  before  the 
parliament,  nor  have  the  ufual  and  eftablilhed  forms  of  proceeding  to  in- 
veftigate  matters  of  intricate  and  extended  calculation  been  reforted  to,  by 
appointing  committees  for  their  examination,  neither  have  commiflioners 
been  appointed,  as  was  done  upon  the  Union  wfith  Scotland.  Had  the  mi- 
nifter  applied  his  attention  to  that  veryneceflary  enquiry,  of  afcertaining  the 
relative  ability  of  the  two  nations,  he  w^ould  have  compared  the  balance 
wdiich  Great  Britain  has  in  her  favor  from  her  trade  with  all  the  world, 
amounting  to  fourteen  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  wdth  that 
of  Ireland  upon  the  whole  of  her  trade,  amounting  to  five  hundred  and  nine 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  bearing  a proportion  to  each 
other  of  about  twenty-nine  to  one.  He  would  have  examined  into  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  out  of  which  the  faid  proportions  muft  naturally  be 
jiaid,  namely,  the  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  of  each  nation,  which  he 

w'ould 


35-2 


APPENDIX. 


would  have  tbuiul  to  liave  produced  in  Great  Britain  in  the  year  ending  the 
fifth  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  the  fiim  of 
tAventy-fix  nullions,  and  that  the  permanent  taxes  of  Ireland  in  the  corre- 
fponding  year  did  not  exceed  two  millions,  bearing  a proportion  to  each 
other  of  about  thirteen  to  one.  He  would  have  been  informed,  that  the  only 
influx  of  money  into  Ireland  which  can  be  difcovered,  is  the  faid  balance  of 
her  trade  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  flie  remits  to  Great  Bri- 
tain annually  feven  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-three  pounds,  a fum  exceeding  by  upward  of  tAvo  hundred  and  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds  the  amount  of  fuch  balance. 

That  the  remittances  to  her  abfentees,  as  fiated  by  jMr.  Pitt,  amount  to 
one  million,  but  are  computed  really  to  amount  to  double  that  fum,  anrl  muft 
neceflarily  greatly  increafe,  fliould  the  Union  take  place,  fuch  drains  ex- 
haufting  in  a great  degree  the  refources  of  this  kingdom,  and  adding  to  the 
opulence  of  Great  Britain.  The  facility  Avith  Avhich  large  fums  of  money 
have  lately  been  raifed  in  Great  Britain,  compared  Avith  the  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt to  raife  fo  fmall  a fum  in  this  kingdom  as  one  million  and  a half,  Avould 
have  afforded  to  him  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the  opulence  of  the  one,  and  the 
poverty  of  the  other.  From  the  Irilb  minifter’s  own  ftatement,  he  has  com- 
puted, that  the  fum  for  Adiich  this  kingdom  iliall  be  called  upon  annually  in 
time  of  Avar  as  her  contribution,  Avill  amount  to  four  millions  four  hundred 
and  ninety-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  but  has  not  at- 
tempted to  point  out  the  means  by  which  flie  can  raife  fo  enormous  a fum. 
When  the  minifter  fliall  find,  that  the  circumftances  of  Ireland  are  fuch  as 
haA^e  been  herein  dated,  and  lhall  recollebt,  that  this  neAv  projebl  has  been 
fuggefted  by  him,  and  forced  upon  this  nation,  he  Avill  feel  the  immenfe  re- 
fponfibility,  Avhich  falls  upon  him  for  the  difaftrous  confequence  Avhich  it  may 
produce,  not  only  upon  this  kingdom,  but  upon  the  Avhole  empire.  He  Avill 
be  alarmed  at  the  difeontents,  Avhich  an  impofition  of  taxes  beyond  the  abi- 
lities of  the  people  to  pay  muft  produce,  and  the  fatal  confequences  that  they 
may  occafion. 

8.  Becaufe  the  transfer  of  our  legiflature  to  another  kingdom  Avill  deprive 
us  of  the  only  fecurity  Ave  have  for  the  enjoyment  of  ouiTiberties,  and  being 
againft  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  amounts  to  a grofs  breach  of  truft,  and  Ave 
confider  the  fubftitute  for  our  conftitution,  namely,  the  return  of  the  propofed 
number-  of  perfons  to  the  united  parliament  as  delufive,  amounting  indeed 
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fo  an  acknowledgment  of  the  neceffity  of  reprefentation,  but  in  no  fort  fup- 
plyiug  it.  Inafmuch  as  the  thirty-two  peers  and  the  one  hundred  commoners 
will  be  merged  in  the  vaft  difproportion  of  Britifli  members,  who  will  in 
fadt  be  the  legiflators  of  Ireland  ; and  when  we  confider,  that  all  the  efta- 
blifliments  are  to  continue,  which  mull  add  to  the  influence  of  the  minifter 
over  the  condu6l  of  parliament,  and  advert  to  his  power  in  the  return  of 
Irilh  members  to  parliament,  we  conceive,  that  fucli  portion  is  more  likely 
to  overturn  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain  than  to  preferve  our  own. 

9.  Becaufe  we  confider  the  intended  Union  a diredl  breach  of  trufl,  not 
only  by  the  parliament  with  the  people,  but  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain with  that  of  Ireland. 

Inafmuch  as  the  tenor  and  pui-port  of  the  fettlement  of  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-two,  did  intentionally  and  exprefsly  exclude  the  re-agi-: 
tation  of  conftitutional  queftions  between  the  two  countries,  and  did  efta- 
blifli  the  exclufive  legiflative  authority  of  the  Irifli  parliament  without  the 
interference  of  any  other,  that  the  breach  of  fuch  a folemn  contract,  founded 
on  the  internal  weaknefs  of  the  country,  and  its  inability  at  this  time  to 
withftand  the  deftru6live  defign  of  the  minifter,  muft  tend  to  deflroy  the 
future  harmony  of  both,  by  forming  a precedent,  and  generating  a principle 
of  mutual  encroachment  in  times  of  mutual  difficulties. 

10.  Becaufe,  that  when  we  confider  the  weaknefs  of  this  kingdom  at  the 
time  that  the  meafure  was  brought  forward,  and  her  inability  to  withftand 
the  deftruflive  defigns  of  the  minifter,  and  couple  to  the  a6l  itfelf  the  means 
that  have  been  employed  to  accomplilh  it,  fuch  as  the  abufe  of  the  place  bill 
for  the  purpofe  ofmodelling  the  parliament,  the  appointment  oflheriffsto  pre- 
vent county  meetings,  the  difmiffal  of  the  old  ftedfaft  friends  of  conftitutional 
government,  for  their  adherence  to  the  conftitution,  and  the  return  of  per- 
fons  into  parliament,  who  had  neither  connexion  nor  ftake  in  this  country, 
and  were  therefore  felefled  to  decide  upon  her  fate  : when  we  confider  the 
armed  force  of  the  minifter,  added  to  his  powers  and  practices  of  corruption, 
when  we  couple  thefe  things  together,  tve  are  warranted  to  fay,  that  the 
bafeft  means  have  been  ufed  to  accomplilh  this  great  innovation,  that  the 
meafure  of  Union  tends  to  diflionor  the  ancient  peerage  for  ever,  to  difqua- 
lify  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  fubjugate  the  people  of  Ireland  for  ever. 
Such  circumftances,  we  apprehend,  will  be  recollefled  with  abhorrence,  and 
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will  create  jealoufy  between  the  two  nations,  in  the  place  of  that  harmony, 
which  for  fo  many  centuries  has  been  the  cement  of  their  union. 

11.  Becaufe  the  argument  made  ufe  of  in  favor  of  the  Union,  namely,  that 
the  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Ireland  is  in  its  favor,  we  know  to  be  untrue ; and 
as  the  minifters  have  declared,  that  they  would  not  prefs  the  meafure  againft 
the  fenfe  of  the  people,  and  as  the  people  have  pronounced  decidedly,  and 
under  all  difficulties  their  judgment  againft  it,  we  have,  together  with  the 
fenfe  of  the  country,  the  authority  of  the  minifter  to  enter  our  proteft  againft 
the  projedt  of  Union,  againft  the  yoke  which  it  impofes,  the  dilhonor  which 
it  inflicts,  the  difqualification  palled  upon  the  peerage,  the  ftigma  thereby 
branded  on  the  realm,  the  difproportionate  principle  of  expence  it  intro- 
duces, the  means  employed  to  efteft  it,  the  difcontents  it  has  excited,  and 
muft  continue  to  excite:  againft  all  thefe,  and  the  fatal  confequences  they 
may  produce,  we  have  endeavoured  to  interpofe  our  votes,  and  failing,  we 
tranfmit  to  after-times  our  names,  in  folemn  proteft  on  behalf  of  the  parlia- 
mentary conftitution  of  this  realm,  the  liberty  vdiich  it  fecured,  the  trade 
which  it  prote6led,  the  connexion  which  it  preferved,  and  the  conftitution 
which  it  fupplied  and  fortified,  this  we  feel  ourfelves  called  upon  to  do  in 
fupport  of  our  characters,  our  honor,  and  whatever  is  left  to  us  worthy  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  our  pofterity. 


Leinfter 

Arran 

Mount  Calhell 
Farnham 

Belmore,  by  proxy 
Malfy,  by  proxy 
Strangford 
Gran  aid 

Ludlow,  by  proxy 
!Moira,  by  proxy,  for  the  8th,  10th, 
and  1 1 th  reafons 


Rd.  Waterford  and  Lifmore 

Powerfcourt 

De  Vefci 

Charlemont, 

Kingfton,  by  proxy 
Riverfdale,  by  proxy 
Meath 

Lifmore,  by  proxy 
Sunderlin,  except  for  the 
reafon. 


7th 


Dissentient. 

1.  BECAUSE  I conceive  that  this  bill,  in  radically  altering  the  organiza- 
tion and  powers  of  the  ftate,  in  and  for  the  refpeCtive  kingdoms,  does  effen- 
tially  adulterate  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  as  to  both. 
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That  in  depriving  Ireland  of  her  local  refident  parliament,  it  divefts  her  of 
thofe  effential  benefits  of  the  Britifli  conflitution,  prote6rion  and  control. 

That  by  reducing  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  a Britifli  province,  it  merges 
eflential  powers  of  the  crown  and  parliament  of  Ireland,  not  in  the  imperial 
crown,  but  in  the  imperial  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  thereby  rendering 
the  Britifh  conflitution  by  fo  much  the  more  ariftocratic,  and  by  lb  much  the 
lefs  monarchical,  in  theru^/b  of  the  reprefentation  of  Ireland  as  fet  out  in  this 
bill.  That  this  radical  alteration  of  the  Britilh  conflitution  is  moll  promi- 
nently confpicuous  in  the  nomination  and  appointment  ot  the  peers  to  lit  in 
the  incorporated  parliament  for  Ireland,  the  term  of  which  appointment  not 
only  divefls  the  king  of  one  of  his  elementary  and  brighteft  prerogatives,  the 
cxclufive  creation  of  the  peerage,  but  by  its  departure  even  from  the  precedent 
of  the  Scotifh  Union,  (which,  however  inapplicable,  has  been  pertinacioully 
infilled  upon  by  the  advocates  for  the  meafure,)  does  according  to  the  tenor  of 
this  bill,  for  ever  exclude  his  majefty  and  his  fucceffors,  even  from  the  benefit, 
which  might  be  derived  to  the  monarchy  from  a periodical  return  of  fuch  no- 
mination. 

2.  Becaufe  I apprehend  that  this  radical  alteration  of  the  conftitution  of 
both  kingdoms,  may  fooner  or  later  be  productive  of  the  moft  injurious  and 
fatal  confequences  to  the  crown  and  to  the  people  of  each,  by  warping  the 
interefls  of  the  minifter  from  the  interefls  of  the  crown,  and  by  identifying 
the  perfonal  interefls  of  the  former  with  the  perfonal  intereft  of  the  imperial 
parliament,  thus  drawing  a line  of  diflinClion  between  thofe  interefls,  which 
every  principle  of  the  conflitution  has  provided  fliould  at  all  times  be  one 
and  the  fame,  and  blending  thofe  perfonal  interefls  -w  hich  every  principle  of 
the  conflitution  does  provide,  lliould  befor  ever  kept  diftin cl,  thereby  deftroy- 
ing  the  refponfibility  of  the  minifter,  and  with  it  that  great  preferver  of  order 
and  of  right,  allrong  executive  under  the  control  of  a llrong  balanced  confti- 
tution, the  poffible  ultimate  confequence  of  which,  however  remote,  cannot 
efcape  the  eye  of  any  man,  wdio  is  capable  of  taking  a profpeCtive  view  of 
caufes  and  eflecls. 

3,  Becaufe  every  allegation  which  has  been  advanced,  and  every  argument, 
which  has  been  urged  by  the  advocates  for  this  meafure,  may  with  equal  truth 
and  confiftency  be  made  a plea  for  a total  fubverfion  and  abolition  of  the 
Britidi  conflitution  as  to  Great  Britain  herfelf,  to  whom  alone,  we  are  now 
to  look  forward  for  the  prefervation  of  any  veflige  of  tliat  ineftimable  blef- 
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ling.  A confideration  rendered  more  weighty  to  the  underftanding,  and  im» 
preffive  on  the  mind  of  every  thinking  loyal  fubjeft  of  both  kingdoms,  by 
the  apophthegm,  Av^ith  Avhich  this  fyftem  has  been  from  high  official  authority 
wound  up,  and  the  alarming  innovation  to  which  it  is  applied.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows, “ that  in  this  meafure  is  recorded  a main  and  fundamental  principle  of 
“ the  Britiffi  conffitution,  viz.  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  do  not  depend 
“ upon  their  being  reprefented  in  any  one  precife  and  fpecific  manner,  or 
“ upon  each  individual  having  a vote  in  the  reprefentation,  but,  they  refult 
‘‘  from  the  admiffion  of  various  modes  of  ele6lion,  and  from  the  different 
“ combinations  of  the  various  interefts  of  the  country. 

“ This  is  fully  recognized  in  the  article  as  approved  of  by  both  legiflatures, 
“ that  there  is  no  fpecies  of  reprefentation,  which  may  not  with  propriety  and 
“ benefit  be  admitted  into  the  conftitution,  provided  it  be  admitted  within 
“ a limited  degree.”  A do6lrine,  Avhich  dangerous  in  theory,  and  critical  in 
practice,  is  here  fubATifively  brought  into  a6lion  by  the  fifth  claufe  of  the 
fourth  article  of  this  bill,  which  provides,  that  peers  of  Ireland  may  upon 
certain  conditions  fit  in  the  Houle  of  Commons  for  the  imperial  parliament 
for  any  Britifii  county,  city,  or  borough,  for  v’hich  they  may  be  fo  ele6ted, 
though  by  the  thirteenth  claufe  of  the  faid  article,  all  peerages  of  Ireland 
now  fubfifting,  or  hereafter  to  be  created,  fiiall  from  the  date  of  the  Union, 
be  conlidered  as  peerages  of  the  united  kingdom  under  certain  limitations 
and  reftridlions  therein  fiated,  thereby  breaking  down  the  lines  eftablillied  by 
the  conftitution,  and  with  them,  every  idea  of  diitindlnefs,  of  fun6lion,  and 
of  inherent  dignity  attached  to  peerage,  introducing  a principle  tending  to 
divert  the  refpe^tive  orders  of  the  ftate  from  their  conftitutional  channels. 

4.  Becaufe  the  plea,  upon  which  this  meafure  is  avowedly  founded,  viz. 
that  of  neceflity  ariling  from  the  exifting  ftate  of  things  in  this  kingdom, 
together  with  the  caufes,  which  are  confidered  as  having  conduced  thereto,  is 
as  I conceive,  Avith  regard  to  the  neceftity  of  the  meafure  merely  fadlitious  in 
this,  that  each  and  CA'ery  of  thofe  caufes  as  to  times  paft,  together  Avith 
every  poffible  confequencc  as  to  times  to  come,  might  have  been,  as  Avas  fug- 
gefted,  for  ever  effeftually  done  aAvay,  and  prevented  by  an  a6t  of  the  Irifti 
parliament  alone,  “ declaring  and  enaiding  the  rightful  fupremacy  of  the 
“ Britifii  ftate  as  to  all  matters  of  imperial,  external  concern,  upon  terms  of 
“ equal  benefit  to  Ireland  as  to  Great  Britain,  faid  a6t  further  declaring  and 
“ enacling,  that  as  Ireland  did  by  original  compact  derive  the  benefits  and 
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“ enjoyment  of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  communicated  and  guaranteed  to 
“ her  upon  terms  of  her  maintenance  thereof,  and  conformity  thereto,  the 
“ parliament  of  Ireland  does  for  ever  difclaiin  all  right,  faculty,  and  power 
“ of  altering  as  to  herfelf,  without  the  exprefs  confent  of  the  Britifli  ftate, 
“ and  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  conftitution,  whether  as  origi- 
“ nally  eftabliftied,  or  as  fmce  modified,”  that  as  the  adjuftment  refpeding 
the  a6l  of  navigation  and  channel  trade,  as  likewife  the  adoption  and  adjuft- 
ment of  a contribution  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  have  from  their  nature  re- 
quired, that  they  be  regulated  and  carried  into  effect  by  the  refpective  par- 
liaments of  the  refpective  kingdoms,  as  eftabliflied  previous  to  the  pafiing  of 
this  bill,  and  until  it  receive  the  royal  aftent,  it  cannot  be  affumed,  even  by 
the  moft  daring  aftertion,  that  thofe  meafures  could  not  be  validated,  and  for 
ever  rendered  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  alike  authentic  and  permanent,  al- 
though this  bill  were  for  ever  to  fall  to  the  ground,  thus  fteering  clear  of  the 
manifold,  obvious,,  and  unforefeen  dangers  infeparable  from  experimental  pro- 
jects on  ftich  vital  points,  renovating  the  fpirit  and  faculties,  Avithout  inno- 
vating upon  the  principles  or  organization  of  that  imperial  conftitution  of  the 
united  kingdom,  which  for  more  than  fix  hundred  years  has  flood  the  fhock 
of  time  and  event.  A conftitution  fo  founded,  upon  an  union  of  interefts 
and  fentiments,  that  it  has  given  to  each  kingdom  fuch  rapid  profperity  and 
folid  refources,  and  to  the  empire  at  large,  fuch  unexampled  energy  and  au- 
thority as  have  enabled  her  to  Hand  the  unfliaken  bulwark  of  religion,  civil 
government,  aiul  focial  order,  even  at  this  awful  period,  A\hen  the  greater 
part  of  the  civilized  Avorld  fuffers  under  the  ineffable  horrors  of  innovation, 
revolution,  and  inteftine  warfare,  Avithout  any  apparent  pradficable  obje6t  or 
termination  to  their  felf-extirpating  diftra61ions.  And  finally,  becaufe  in 
Avhatever  point  of  vieAV  I confider  this  bill,  Avhether  as  referring  to  the  mo- 
narchy, the  ariftocracy,  or  the  reprefentation,  and  people  of  both  kingdoms, 
throughout  every  department  and  order  of  the  entire  ftate,  upon  the  moft 
mature  confideration  dire61ed  for  a feries  of  years  to  this  great  fubje6t,  and 
to  ail  Its  relative  bearings,  tendencies,  and  confequences,  I do  moft  ftrongly 
apprehend  that  this  bill  Avill,  in  its  operation  and  effects,  prove  alike  injurious 
to  all,  and  that  it  Avill  fo  undermine  the  confidence  even  of  the  AvellTdifpofed 
in  this  kingdom,  that  the  utmoft  influence  Avhich  Avill  remain  to  fuch  of  the 
nobility,  firft  rate  gentry,  and  other  perfons  of  high  chara6ter,  and  to  this 
of  perfonal  Aveight,  Avho  lhall  continue  to  refide  therein,  Avill  prove  inefledlual 
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to  prevent  the  abatement  of  thofe  affections,  and  of  that  zeal,  which  from 
the  nature  and  formation  of  the  human  mind,  ever  rife  or  fink  in  proportion 
to  that  confidence,  on  which  they  are  founded.  For  which  reafons,  together 
with  many  others,  which  it  is  not  my  object  to  enumerate  or  to  fet  forth, 
and  which  are,  I fear,  already  too  deeply  and  impulfively  felt  by  almoft  the 
entire  kingdom,  I feel  it  incumbent  upon  me,  in  affertion  of  my  national 
pride  and  perfonal  charafter,  in  juftice  to  my  political  confiftency  and  per- 
fonal  honor,  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  this  my  folemn  protefl  againfl  this  dere- 
liftion  of  national  right,  the  degradation  of  national  dignity. 

Bellamont. 


Dissentient. 

TO  that  claufe  in  the  bill  recited  in  the  fourth  article,  which  makes  it  com- 
petent to  the  peers  of  Ireland  to  be  eledted  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons of  the  united  kingdom  as  the  reprefentatives  of  places  in  Great 
Britain. 

1.  Becaufe,  as  the  peers  of  Ireland  are  after  the  Union  to  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  the  peers  of  Great  Britain,  (with  the  exception  of  fitting  in  the 
Iloufe  of  Lords)  it  gives  to  the  counties  and  boroughs  of  Great  Britain  the 
power  of  choofing  a rep  refen  tative  from  the  peers,  and  is  therefore  an  ano- 
maly in  the  conftitution. 

2.  Becaufe  T confider  the  peerage  to  be  degraded  thereby,  inafmuch  as 
the  peer  fo  ele6ted  muft  divefi;  himfelf  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
peerage,  and  affume  the  condition  of  a commoner. 

3.  Becaufe  I conceive  it  to  be  repugnant  to  a fixed  principle  of  the  confti- 
tution, that  the  peerage  with  the  privileges  incident  thereto,  conftjtute  an 
indefeafible  inheritance,  ,and  cannot  be  furrendered. 

4.  Becaufe  it  creates  a confufion  of  the  orders  of  the  fiate,  enabling  the 
fubjeft,  being  a peer,  to  a6l  in  the  capacity  of  a commoner,  and  then  upon 
his  ceafing  to  be  a reprefentative  of  the  commons,  to  return  to  his  condi- 
tion of  a peer. 

Imprelfed  -with  fueh  confiderations,  I cannot  refrain  from  recording  my 
opinion  thereupon,  although  thefe  provifions  to  which  I diflent  make  part  of 
a meafure,  to  the  remainder  of  w'hich  I have  given  every  fupport,  and  which, 
confidered  as  to  its  general  fcope,  and  its  other  relations,  will,  I am  con- 
vinced, beprodu6thx  of  the  greateft  advantages  to  Ireland, *at  the  fame  time 

that 


r 
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tTiat  it  will  increafe  the  ftrength,  the  fecurity,  and  the  refources  of  the 
Britifli  empire. 

Glandore. 


No.  CXXII. 

A correEt  Lijl  of  all  the  JFrits  [ffued  with  a View  to  parliamentary  Arrange- 
ments in  Ireland,  in  the  Year  1800.  (P.  1067*) 


For  what  Place. 


In  the  Room  of 


On  what  Account. 


Date. 


8 

4 

b 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

n 

12 

13 

14 
i 5 


Ardfert 


Armagh,  county 
Athboy 

Athenry 

Athlone 

Ballynakill 


Banagher 

Bannow 


Belfaft 


Belturbet 
Bleffington 

16  Garrick 

17 


18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
29 

.30 

31 

32 

33 


Carysfort 

Caftlebar 

Caftlemartyr 

Charleville 

Clogher 


Clonmel 
Clonmines 
Cork,  city 
Dingle-Icouch 


Donegal,  borough 

Doneraile 

Duleek 

Dungannon 

Dunleer 


Lorenzo  Moore,  Efq. 

John  Talbot,  Efq. 

Lord  Vifeount  Caulfield 
Hugh  Howard,  Efq. 
Theophilus.Blakeney,  Efq. 
William  Blakeney,  Efq. 

Sir  Rich.  Bligh  St.  George 
Hon.  Montague  Matthew 
David  Wallhe,  Efq. 

Edward  Hoare,  Efq. 

Robert  Shaw,  Efq. 

Major-Gen.  Wm.  Loftus  ■< 

George  Crooklhank,  Efq. 
Alexander  Hamilton,  Efq. 
Charles  King,  Efq. 

Rt.  Hon.  R.  Annelly,  Efq. 
William  Gore,  Efq. 
Nathaniel  Sneyd,  Efq. 

Robert  Aldridge,  Efq. 

Thomas  Lindfay,  fen. 

John  Townfliend,  Efq. 

Hon.  Charles  Boyle 
Jonah  Barrington,  Efq. 
Thomas  Burgfi,  Efq. 
I'homas  Newenham,  Efq. 
Henry  Luttrell,  Efq. 
Mountiford  Longfield,  Efq. 
William  Monfell,  Efq. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lodge  Moires 
Colonel  Hugh  O'Donnel 
Hon.  Barry  Boyle  St.  Leger 
Ch.  Mont.  Ormlby,  Efq. 
Rich.  Fortef.  Sharkey,  Efq. 
Henry  Coddington,  Efq. 


Efeheator  of  Munfter 
Gentleman  at  large  to  the  Lord  7 
Lieutenant  3 

Earl  of  Charlemont 
Deceafed 

Efeheator  of  Ulfter  7 

Efeheator  of  Munfter  3 

Efeheator  of  Ulfter 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 
Gentleman  at  large  to  the  Lord  7 


Lieutenant 
Efeheator  of  Munfter  7 

Efeheator  of  Ulfter  j 

Deceafed 

Efeheator  of  Munfter 
CommiflTioner  of  Barracks 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 
Gentleman  at  large  to  the  Lord  7 
Lieutenant  3 

Efeheator  of  Ulfter 
Commiflioner  of  the  Revenue 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 
CommifTioner  of  Account 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 
Efeheator  of  Ulfter 
Commiflioner  of  the  Revenue 
Efeheator  of  Ulfter 
Lord  Baron  Frankfort 
Deceafed 

Efeheator  of  Ulfter 
Commiflioner  of  Barracks 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 
Efeheator  of  Munfter 


1800 
Jan.  15 

Aug.  1 

Jan.  15 
Ibid. 

April  12 

May  12 
Jan.  15 
March  l 
May  28 
Jan.  15 

March  1 

Ibid. 

Jan.  15 
Jan.  20 
Jan.  17 
Ibid. 

Jan.  20 

Ibid. 

Jan.  17 
Feb.  14 
Jan.  17 
Ibid. 

Feb.  13 
Jan.  15 
Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Aug.  2 
Jan.  15 
Ibid. 

Jan.  15 
July  18 
Feb.  5 

Nc 
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For  what  Place. 


In  the  Room  of 


On  what  Account. 


34|Enni5 

35|Enniicorthy 

30 

37  Ennifkillen 

I 

3 8 Fethard 

39  Fore 

40  Galway,  county 

4 1 ^Gowran 

42  Granarq 

43  Hillfborou^h 
44!- 


45 'Kells 

46  Kerry,  county 

47'Kilbeggan 

48jKillyleagh 

49  Knocktopher 


.0 j 

51  

52  Lanefborough 

I 

53jLondonderry,  co. 
54  Longford, borough 
Maryborough 


55 

56 

57 

58 


Meath,  county 
Middleton 

Monaghan,  bor. 

59  Monaghan,  co. 

60  Naas 

,6 1 iNewtownards 
62  Philipftown 

631 

64  Portarlington 
65 [Rofcommon,  bor. 
f St.  Johnftown, 
I co.  Donegal 
5 St.  Johnftown, 
\ CO.  Longford 

68  Thomaftown 


66 


67 


69,  

70,  

7 1 jTuam 

ysjTullk 

74  Wexford,  co. 

7 5! Wexford,  town 
76|Wicklow,  bor. 
77  Youghall 


•J.  Ormlby  Vandeleur,  Efq. 
j Robert  Cornwall,  Efq. 
jTliomas  Whaley,  Efq. 

Hon.  Col.  Galbraith  1 

Lowry  Cole  j 

George  H.  Read,  Efq. 
jSir  John  Tydd,  Bart. 

'Jofenh  Henry  Blake,  Efq. 
(George  Bunbury,  Efq. 

|Geo.  Fulkc  Lyttleton,  Efq. 
{AVm.  Montgomery,  Efq. 
Robert  Jolinfon,  Efq. 

Hon.  Robert  Taylor 
Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Efq- 
Sir  Fran.  Hopkins,  Bart. 
Hans  Blackwood,  Efq. 

Sir  George  Shee,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Hercules  7 
Langriflie,  Bart.  J 

Thomas  Staples,  Efq. 

Richard  Martin,  Efq.  ^ 

Rt.  Hon.  Thos.  Conoily 

Hon.  Edw.  Packenham  ^ 

General  Eyre  Coote 
Hon.  Clotworthy  Rowley 

General  Cradock 

William  Fortefcue,  Efq.  | 

Ch.  Powell  Leftie,  Efq. 

Hon.  F.  Hely  Hutchinfon 
Robert  Alexander,  Efq. 
Robert  Crowe,  Efq. 

Francis  Knox,  Efq. 

Thomas  Stannus,  Efq. 

Hen.  Moore  Sandford,  Efq. 

Rt.  Hon.  Wra.  Forward 
Hon.  Wm.  Moore 

George  Dunbar,  Efq. 

James  Kearney,  Efq. 

Hon.  Ch.  Wm.  Stuart 
Hon.  Walter  Yelverton 
John  Bingham,  Efq. 

Anthony  Botel,  Efq. 

Lord  Vifcount  Loftus 
James  Boyd,  Efq. 

Daniel  Gahan,  Efq. 

Robert  Uniacke,  Efq. 


Comraiflioner  of  the  Revenue 
Commiliioner  of  Barracks 
Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Gentleman  at  large  to  the  Lord  7 
Lieutenant  j 

Port  Surveyor  of  Wexford 
Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Lord  Baron  Wallfcourt 
Efcheator  of  Ulfter 
Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Deceafed 

Efcheator  of  Ulfter 
Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Commiftloner  of  the  Revenue 
Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Secretary  to  the  Commiflioners  7 
of  the  Treafury  j 

Efcheator  of  Munfter 

Efcheator  of  Ulfter 
Gentleman  at  large  to  the  Lord  7 
Lieutenant  j 

Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Gentleman  at  large  to  the  Lord  7 
Lieutenant  j 

Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Lord  Baron  Longford 
Gentleman  at  large  to  the  Lord  7 
Lieutenant  3 

Gentleman  at  large  to  the  Lord  7 
Lieutenant  J 

Deceafed 

ColleSor  of  Dublin  Port 
Efcheator  of  Ulfter 
Efcheator  of  Munfter 
King’s  Counfel 
Efcheator  of  Leinfter 
Lord  Baron  Sandford 

Treafurer  of  the  Poft  Office 

Efcheator  of  Munfter 

Gentleman  at  large  to  the  Lord  7 
Lieutenant  j 

Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Efcheator  of  Ulfter 
Curfitorof  the  Court  of  Chancery 
Efcheator  of  Munfter 
Gentleman  at  large  to  tlie  Lord  7 
Lieutenant  j 

Commiffioner  of  the  Treafury 
Colle6tor  of  Wexford  Port 
Deceafed 
Surveyor  General  of  the  Ordnance 


Date. 


1803 
July  15 
Ibid. 

June  21 

Jan.  18 

Jan.  15 
Feb.  3 
Aug.  l 
March  28 
Jan.  15 
Ibid. 

Jan.  20 
Jan.  15 
Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Feb.  13 

Jan.  15 

March  10 

April  1 2 

Aug.  1 

May  8 

March  28 

Jan.  1 8 
Aug.  1 

April  12 

Jan.  18 

Aug.  1 
Jan.  15 
Jan.  20 
Jan.  15 
Ibid. 

Jan.  20 
Aug.  1 

Jan.  20 
Jan.  15 

March  6 

March  28 
May  8 
Jan.  15 
Feb.  8 

Jan.  20 

Aug.  1 
Jan.  15 
Ibid. 

Ibid- 
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Irijh  Parliament  Annuitants. 


The  follo^ying  is  the  lift  of  the  annuities  voted  by  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land, to  the  feveral  perfons  under-named,  for  their  refpective  lives,  to  the 
amount  affixed  to  their  refpe6tive  names,  net,  without  any  deduction  or 
abatement  whatfoever,  as  a compenfation  for  their  refpe6tive  Ioffes  by  reafon 
of  the  difcontinuance  of  their  emoluments  or  offices  as  officers  or  attendants 
of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament. 


John,  Earl  of  Clare,  lord  chancellor,  fpeaker 
John,  Earl  of  Mayo,  chairman  of  the  committees 
Edmond  Henry,  Lord  Glentworth,  clerk  of  the  crown  in 
chancery  - . . _ 

William  Meek,  Efq.  clerk  of  the  parliament 
Thomas  Lindfay,  Efq.  uftier  of  the  black  rod 
Edward  Weftby,  Thomas  Walker,  William  Hornn,  and  S.  King, 
Efqs.  mafters  in  chancery,  each 
•Tofeph  Gayer,  Efq.  deputy  clerk  of  the  parliament 
Thomas  Bourchier,  Efq.  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  in  chancery 
Jofeph  Gregg,  Efq.  clerk  of  afiizes 
Jofeph  Griffith,  Efq.  reading  clerk 
Henry  Minchin,  Efq.  ferjeant  at  arms 
Richard  C.  Smith,  jun.  Efq.  committee  clerk 
Edward  Fenner,  Efq.  journal  clerk 

B.  Connor,  Efq.  yeoman  uftier  . _ . 

W.  Walker,  Efq.  add.  clerk  . . _ 

T.  R.  O’Flaherty,  cleric  in  the  parliament  office 

W.  Corbett,  door-keeper  to  the  fpeaker’s  chamber 

C.  W.  Jolly,  J.  Polden,  P.  Martin,  W.  Graham,  P.  Thorapfon, 

and  G . Payn,  door-keepers,  each 
P.  Long,  W.  Cavendifti,  M.  Quinan,  and  J.  Tobin,  meffengers, 
each  _ _ _ . 

Mrs.  Albini  Taylor,  keeper  of  the  parliament  houfe 
Mary  Fofter,  houfe-keeper  _ _ . 

Mary  Anne  Fofter,  houfe-maid 
VoL.  IL  7 z 


/. 

s. 

d. 

3973 

3 

4 

1443 

6 

0 

379 

10 

0 

2705 

16 

0 

964 

9 

9 

104 

4 

2 

631 

13 

4 

101 

2 

1 

786 

12  4 

293 

3 

1 

314 

2 

2 

231 

6 

0 

287 

7 

6 

243 

16 

6 

70 

0 

0 

74 

10 

8 

105 

0 

4 

92 

2 

8 

91 

13 

9 

877 

18 

9 

472 

18 

11 

30 

9' 

6 

Sir 
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Sir  Chichefter  Fortefcue,  Ulfter  king  at  arms 
Philip  O’Bryen,  gate-keeper  - - 

Richard  Ta}dor,  keeper  of  the  fpeaker’s  chamber 
Henry  Welbore,  Vifcount  Clifden,  clerk  of  the  council 
Henry  Upton,  Efq.  deputy  do, 

Jof.  Patrickfon,  Efq.  deputy  clerk,  udier  of  the  council-chamber, 
and  folicitor  for  turnpike-bills 
Mr.  William  ISPKay,  affiftant  clerk  of  the  council 
John  Ebbs  and  Elizabeth  Grant,  door-keeper  and  council-office 
keeper  - - , . 

John  Dwyer,  Efq.  fecretary  to  the  lord  chancellor 
John  Beresford,  Efq.  purfe  bearer  to  do. 

Andrew  Bowen,  water  porter  - - - 

Right  Honorable  John  Fofter,  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Henry  Alexander,  Efq.  chairman  of  the  committees  of  fupply  and 
ways  and  means  - . _ 

Sir  G.  Fitzgerald  Hill,  Bart,  clerk  of  the  houfe  - i 

Edward  Cooke,  clerk  of  the  houfe  in  reverfion 
John  I\I‘Clintock  and  William  F.  i\I‘Clintock,  Efqs.  ferjeants  at 
arms,  including  100/.  on  the  civil  lift  - - 1 

Edward  Treffiam,  clerk  affiftant 

G.  F.  Winftanley,  and  Jonathan  Rogers,  committee  clerks,  each 
D.  Ellis,  fuperin.  engroffing  clerk 

C.  H.  Tand}',  engroffing  clerk  _ . _ 

T.  Richardfon,  affiftant  do.  . _ _ 

William  Ratferty,  clerk  in  the  chief  clerks  office,  clerk  of  the 
minutes,  and  clerk  of  the  fees 

H.  Coddington,  Efq.  deputy  ferjeant  at  arms 

James  Corry,  Efq.  clerk  of  the  journals  and  records 
John  Smith,  affiftant  do.  _ _ . 

R.  Connor,  attending  clerk  . _ _ 

Mr.  Hume,  clerk  of  the  brief  - . _ 

John  Judd,  affiftant  clerk  in  the  chief  clerk’s  office 

J.  L.  Fofter,  Efq.  fpeaker’s  fecretary 

G.  Dunleavy,  meflengcr  > . _ 

R.  Burnfide  and  R.  Fleming,  back-door  keepers,  each 


/. 

s. 

d. 

290 

19 

5 

42 

6 

8 

50 

0 

0 

181 

13 

4 

104 

8 

11 

t 

421 

9 

5 

100 

17 

0 

14 

8 

2 

29 

2 

8 

14 

11 

2 

4 

11 

0 

583 

1 

8 

4 

L 

500 

0 

0 

2263 

13 

2i 

500 

0 

0 

[200 

0 

0 

594 

6 

10 

250 

0 

0 

140 

0 

0 

398 

7 

0 

150 

0 

0 

470 

0 

0 

350 

0 

0 

660 

0 

0 

230 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

63 

6 

8 

10 

0 

5 

68 

0 

0 

48 

0 

0 

John 
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/.  d. 
46  0 0 


Jolin  Dogherty,  and  D.  Smith,  ineflengers,  each 
L.  Dunlevey,  R.  Grace,  R.  Garland,  E.  Byrne,  D.  Brenan, 


H.  Gahan,  J.  Brown,  A.  Carfon,  P.  Ferrall,  J.  Morley,  G. 


Shirley,  IM.  Dalton,  and  J.  King,  each 

36 

0 

0 

J.  Banen,  do.  . . _ . 

51 

18 

6 

W.  Brown,  dillributor  of  votes 

130 

0 

0 

Sarah  Connor,  houfe-keeper  - - - 

401 

13 

2 

John  Kennedy  and  John  Walker,  front  door-keepers,  each 

168 

4 

9: 

Mary  Connor,  houfe  attendant 

4 

11 

0 

T.  Seavers,  fire-lighter  . - - 

11 

7 

6 

R.  Watham,  do.  _ - _ - 

6 

16 

6 

Lord  Vifcount  Glentworth,  clerk  of  the  crown  and  hanaper 

131 

8 

6^ 

T.  Boiichier,  deputy  do.  . _ . 

52 

5 

6 

John  Beresford,  Efq.  purfe  bearer  to  the  lord  chancellor 

33 

18 

9 

Mrs.  Albini  Taylor,  keeper  of  the  parliament  houfe 

140 

0 

0 

An  account  of  Gold  coined  at  his  Majejly's  Mint,  from  Michaelmas  179^,  to 


the  prefent  tune,  dijlinguijhing  the  quantity  in  each  year. 

Year.  Quantity  coined  in  pounds  'weight.  Value. 


1796  from  IMichaelmas 

3,480 

162,603  0 

0 

1797  - - - 

42,810 

2,000,297  5 

0 

1798 

63,510 

2,967,504  15 

0 

1799 

9,630 

449,961  15 

0 

1800  to  the  20th  November 

4,065 

189,937  2 

6 

Total 

^123,495 

£5,770,303  17 

6 

Mint  Office,  20th  November,  1 800. 

IIawkesbury,  Mafter. 

A CorreB  Lift  of  the  Anti-Unionifls  and  Ihiiojiifs. 
Anti-Unionists. 


Hon.  A.  Achefon 
Wm.  C.  Alcock 
Win.  H.  Armftrong 
IMervyn  Archdal 


David  Babbington 
John  Ball 
J.C.  Beresford 
Wm.  Burton 

7 z 2 


Charles  Bulhe 
Wm.  Blakeney 
H.  V.  Brooke 
Col.  J.  Maxwell  Barry 

Blayney 


HIM 
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Blayney  Balfour 
Sir  Richard  Butler 
Peter  Burrovves 
John  Bagwell 
John  Bagwell,  jun. 

Wm.  Bagwell 
Lord  Vif.  Corry 
Lord  Clements 
Lord  Cole 

Jof.  Edward  Cooper 
R.  S.  Carew 
D.  B.  Daly 
Noah  Dal  way 
Richard  Dawfon  T. 
Arthur  Dawfon 
Francis  Dobbs 
John  Egan 
Geo.  Evans 
R.  L.  Edgworth 
Sir  John  Freke,  Bart. 
Fred.  John  Falkiner 
Rt.  Hon.  Jam.  Fitzgerald 
Wm.  Charles  Fortefcue 
Hon.  Thomas  Foller 
Arthur  French 
Chichefter  Fortefcue 
Sir  Thomas  Fetherfton 
Hamilton  Gorges 
Henry  Grattan 
Thomas  Gould 
Hans  Hamilton 
Edward  Hardman 
Francis  Hardy 
Sir  Jofeph  Hoare 
Hon.  A.  C.  Hamilton 


APPENDIX. 

Wm.  Hoare  Hume 
Edward  Hoare 
H.  Irvin 
Gilbert  King 
J ohn  King 
Hon.  Robert  King 
Hon.  G.  Knox 
Rt.  Hon.  Henry  King 
Guftavus  Lambart 
John  Latouche 
John  Latouche,  jun. 
Robert  Latouche 
Charles  Powel  Leflie 
Edward  Lee 
Sir  Thomas  Lighton 
Lord  Maxwell 
Alexander  Montgomer 
Sir  John  Macartney 
Arthur  Moore 
Lord  IMathew 
John  Metge 
Step.  Moore,  Clonmell 
John  Moore 
Thomas  Mahon 
Charles  O’Hara 
Sir  Edward  O’Brien 
James  M.  O’Donnell 
Hon.  W.  O’Callaghan 
Right  Hon.  G . Ogle 
Henry  Ofborne 
Jofeph  Prefton 
Sir  John  Parnell 
Henry  Parnell 
William  C.  Plunket 
R.  H.  Wm.  B.  Ponfonby 


J.  B.  Ponfonby 
Major  Wm.  Ponfonby 
G eorge  Ponfonby 
Sir  Lau.  Parfons 
Richard  Power 
Guftavus  Rochfort 
John  St.  Rochfort 
Sir  William  Richardfon 
Wm.  Ruxton 
Wm.  P.  Ruxton 
John  Reilly 
W.  E.  Reilly 
Clotworthy  Rowley 
S.  C.  Rowley 
W.  Rowley 
Francis  Saunderfon 
Wm.  Smyth — Weftmeath 
James  Stewart 
Hon.  W.  J.  Skeffington 
Francis  Savage  T. 

Francis  Synge 
Robert  Shaw 
Wm.  Saurin 
Sir  R.  St.  George 
William  Tighe 
Henry  Tighe 
John  Taylor 
Thomas  Townfliend 
Charles  Vereker  T. 

Owen  Wynne 
John  Waller 
E.  D.  Wilfon 
Nic.  Weftby 
John  Wolfe 
Thomas  Whaley 

Unionists. 


APPENDIX. 


363 


H,  Alexander 
Hon.  D.  Alexander 
R.  Archdall 

Rt.  Hon.  Rich.  Annefley 
Wm.  Bailey 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  Beresford 
J.  Beresford,  jun. 

Col.  M,  Beresford 
J.  Bingham 
Jofeph  Henry  Blake 
Sir  J.  S.  Blackwood 
Sir  J.  Blaquiere 
Hon.  Col.  Burton 
Lord  Boyle 

Rt.  Hon.  D.  Brown,  T, 
Stewart  Bruce 
George  Burdet 
G.  Bun  bury 
Arthur  Browne 
Thomas  Bligh 
Edward  Bligh 
Hon.  J.  Butler 
Lord  Caftlereagh 
G.  Cavendifh 
Sir  H.  Cavendifh 
Sir  Broderiek  Chinnery 
James  Cane 
Thomas  Cafey 
Col.  R.  C.  Cope 
Gen.  Cradock 
James  Crolbie 
E.  Cooke 
C.  H.  Coote 
Rt.  Hon.  Ifaac  Corry 
Sir  J.  Cotter 
R,  Cotter 


Unionists. 

W.  A.  Crofbie 

Hon.  A.  Creighton 

Hon.  J.  Creighton 

J.  Cuffe 

St.  G.  Daly 

Pat.  Duigenan 

William  Elliot 

General  Euftace 

IMajor  Euftace 

Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald 

Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Forward 

Sir  C.  Fortefcue 

A.  Fergufon 

Luke  Fox 

Faithful  Fortefcue 

R.  U.  Fitzgerald 

J.  Galbraith 

H.  D.  Grady 

Wm.  Gregory 

General  Gardiner 

Wm.  Gore 

Richard  Hare 

Wm.  Hare 

Gen.  B.  Henniker 

Peter  Holmes 

G.  Hatton 

Hon.  Mw  G.  Hutchinfon 
Hon.  F.  H.  Hutchinfon 
Hugh  Howard 
Wm.  Hand  cock 
John  Hobfon- 
Sir  Vere  Hunt 
Richard  Herbert 
Col.  G.  Jackfon 
Denh.  Jephfon 
Hon.  J,  Jocelyn 


W^.  Jones 
Theophilus  Jones 
^lajor  Geo.  Jackfon 
Wm.  Johnfon 
Robert  Johnfon 
John  Keane 
James  Kearney 
Henry  Kemmis 
W^illiam  Knott 
James  Knox 
Andrew  Knox 
Rt.  H.  Sir  H.  Langriflic 
Thomas  Lindfay,  jun. 
John  Longfield 
Capt.  J.  Longfield 
Montiford  Longfield 
Lord  Loftus 
General  Lake 
Rt.  Hon.  D.  Latouche 
General  Loftus 
Francis  Leigh 
Francis  INPNamara 
Rofs  ^lahon 
Richard  IMartin 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  M IHafon 
H.  D.  IMafl’ey 
E.  A.  jVPNaghton 
S.  Moore 
N.  jM.  IMoore 
Rt.  Hon.  Lodge  Morris 
Sir  R.  jMufgrave 
James  M‘Clelaud 
Col.  Charles  M‘DonnelL 
Richard  Magennis 
G.  Miller 
James  Mahon 


Edward 


300 

APPENDIX. 

Edward  May 

G.  H.  Reade 

Earl  of  Tyrone 

John  M‘Clean 

R.  Rutlege 

Chas.  Tottenham 

Thomas  Nelbitt 

lion.  C.  Rowley 

Hon.  Richard  Trench 

Sir  Wm.  Newcomen 

Abel  Ram 

Chas.  Trench 

Richard  Neville 

Hon.  H.  Skeffington 

Wm.  Talbot 

William  Odell 

W.  Smith 

P.  Tottenham 

Charles  Olborne 

H.  M.  Sandford 

John  Town  fend 

J.  M.  Ormfby 

Edmond  Stanley 

Robert  Tighe 

C.  ]\I.  Ormfby 

John  Staples 

Robert  Uniacke 

T.  Packenham 

John  Stewart 

James  Verner 

John  Prefton 

John  Stratton 

J.  0.  Yandaleur 

H.  S.  Prittie 

Hon.  J.  Stratford 

Colonel  Wemys 

R.  Penefather 

R.  Sharkey 

Henry  Weftenra 

Col.  Edw.  Packenham 

Sir  George  Shee 

Benjamin  B.  Woodward 

Thos.  Prendergaft 

J.  Savage 

Hon.  R.  Ward 

Thomas  Pepper 

Col.  Singleton 

P.  Walfli 

Sir  Richard  Quin 

Rt.  Hon.  J.  Toler 

Sir  Boyle  Roche 

Frederick  Trench 

No.  CXXIII. 

(P.  1067). 

An  AQ  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Q^d  July  1800. 

WHEREAS  in  puifuance  of  his  majefty’s  moft  gracious  recommendation 
to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  refpeftively,  to 
confider  of  fuch  meafures  as  might  heft  tend  to  ftrengthen  and  confolidate 
the  connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms,  the  two  houfes  of  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  two  houfes  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  have  feve- 
rally  agreed  and  refolved,  that,  in  order  to  promote  and  fecure  the  elfential 
interefts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  confolidate  the  ftrength,  power, 
and  refources  of  the  Britifh  empire,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  concur  in  fuch 
meafures  as  may  heft  tend  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  into  one  kingdom,  in  fuch  manner,  and  on  fuch  terms  and  condi- 
• tions. 


APPENDIX.  367 

tions,  as  may  be  eftabliflied  by  the  a6ls  of  the  refpeclive  parliaments  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

And  whereas,  in  furtherance  of  the  faid  refolution,  both  houfes  of  the  fiid 
two  parliaments  refpe6lively  have  likewife  agreed  upon  certain  articles  for 
effe6luating  and  eftablilhing  the  faid  purpofes,  in  the  tenor  following  : 

Article  I.  That  it  be  the  firft  article  of  the  Union  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  that  the  faid  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land diall,  upon  the  firft  day  of  January  which  lhall  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  for  ever  after,  be  united  into 
one  kingdom,  by  the  name  of  The  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land-, and  that  the  royal  ftile  and  titles  appertaining  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
the  faid  united  kingdom  and  its  dependencies  ; and  alfo  the  enfigns,  armorial 
flags  and  banners  thereof,  fliall  be  fuch  as  his  majefty,  by  his  royal  proclama- 
tion under  the  great  feal  of  the  united  kingdom,  fliall  bepleafed  to  appoint. 

Art.  II,  That  it  be  the  fecond  article  of  Union,  that  the  fucceffion  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  the  faid  united  kingdom,  and  of  the  dominions  thereunto 
belonging,  fliall  continue  limited  and  fettled  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fuc- 
celTion  to  the  imperial  crown  of  the  faid  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land now  hands  limited  and  fettled,  according  to  the  exifling  laws,  and  to 
the  terms  of  LTiiiou  between  England  and  Scotland. 

Art.  III.  That  it  be  the  third  article  of  LTnion,  that  the  faid  united  king- 
dom he  reprefented  in  one  and  the  fame  parliament,  to  be  ftiled  The  Parlia- 
ment of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Art.  IV.  That  it  be  the  fourth  article  of  Union,  that  four  lords  fpiritual  of 
Ireland  by  rotation  of  feffions,  and  twenty-eight  lords  temporal  of  Ireland 
elefted  for  life  by  the  peers  of  Ireland,  fliall  be  the  number  to  fit  and  vote  on 
the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom;  and  one  hundred  commoners  (two  for  each  county  of  Ireland, 
two  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  two  for  the  city  of  Cork,  one  for  the  Univerfity  of 
Trinity  College,  and  one  for  each  of  the  thirty-one  niofl  confiderable  cities, 
towns,  and  boroughs),  be  the  number  to  fit  and  vote  on  the  part  of  Ireland 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom : 

That  fuch  a61;  as  fhall  be  paffed  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  previous  to  the 
Union,  to  regulate  the  mode  by  which  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
the  commons,  to  ferve  in  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  on  the  part 
of  Ireland,  fhall  be  fummoned  and  returned  to  the  faid  parliament,  fliall  be 
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confiderecl  as  forming  part  of  the  treaty  of  Union,  and  fliall  be  incorporated  in 
the  a6ls  of  the  refpedlive  parliaments  by  which  tlie  faid  Union  fliall  be  ratified 
and  eftabliflied  : 

That  all  queftions  touching  the  rotation  or  ele61ion  of  lords  fpiritual  or  tem- 
poral of  Ireland  to  fit  in  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  fliall  be 
decided  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  thereof;  and  whenever,  by  reafon  of  an 
equality  of  votes  in  the  ele6fion  of  any  fuch  lords. temporal,  a complete  elec- 
tion fliall  not  be  made  according  to  the  true  intent  of  this  article,  the  names 
of  thofe  peers  for  whom  fucli  equality  of  votes  fliall  be  fo  given,  fliall  be 
written  on  pieces  of  paper  of  a fmiilar  form,  and  fliall  be  put  into  a glafs,  by 
the  clerk  of  the  parliaments  at  the  table  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  Avhilfl  the 
houfe  is  fitting;  and  the  peer  or  peers  whofe  name  or  names  fliall  be  firft 
drawn  out  by  the  clerk  of  the  parliaments,  fliall  be  deemed  the  peer  or  peers 
elected  as  the  cafe  may  be; 

That  any  perfon  holding  any  peerage  of  Ireland  now  fubfifiing,  or  here- 
after to  be  created,  fliall  not  thereby  be  difqualified  from  being  elected  to 
ferve  if  he  fliall  fo  think  fit,  or  from  ferving  or  continuing  to  ferve,  if  he  fliall 
fo  think  fit,  for  any  county,  city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  uiilefs  he  fliall  have  been  previoufly 
elefted  as  above,  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  united  kingdom ; but 
that  fo  long  as  fuch  peer  of  Ireland  fliall  fo  continue  to  be  a member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Conimons,  he  diall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  peerage,  nor 
be  capable  of  being  elected  to  ferve  as  a peer  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  or  of 
voting  at  any  fuch  election  ; and  that  he  fliall  be  liable  to  be  fued,  indicted, 
proceeded  againft,  and  tried  as  a commoner,  for  any  offence  with  ■which  he 
may  be  charged  : 

That  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  his  inajefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  create 
peers  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  and  to  make  promo- 
tions in  the  peerage  thereof,  after  the  Union ; provided  that  no  new  creation 
of  any  fuch  peers  fliall  take  place  after  the  Union  until  three  of  the  peerages 
of  Ireland,  which  fliall  have  been  exiftingat  the  time  of  the  Union,  fliall  have 
become  extinft  ; and  upon  fuch  extindlion  of  three  peerages,  that  it  fliall  be 
lawful  for  his  niajefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  create  one  peer  of  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland ; and  in  like  manner  fo  often  as  three 
peerages  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland  fliall  become  ex- 
tinct, it  fliall  be  lawful  for  his  majefty  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  create  one 
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other  peer  of  the  faid  part  of  the  united  kingdom  ; and  if  it  fliall  happen  that 
the  peers  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland  lliall,  by  ex- 
tin6lion  of  peerages  or  otherwife,  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  one  hundred, 
exclufiv’e  of  all  fuch  peers  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland, 
as  fliall  hold  any  peerage  of  Great  Britain  fubfifting  at  the  time  of  the  Union, 
or  of  the  united  kingdom  created  fmee  the  Union,  by  which  fuch  peers  diall 
be  entitled  to  an  hereditary  feat  in  the  Houle  of  Lords  of  the  united  king- 
dom, then  and  in  that  cafe  it  lhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  majefiy,  his 
heirs  and  fuccelTors,  to  create  one  peer  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
called  Ireland  as  often  as  any  one  of  fuch  one  hundred  peerages  lliall  fail  by 
extinction,  or  as  often  as  any  one  peer  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
called  Ireland  diall  become  entitled,  by  defeent  or  creation,  to  an  hereditary 
feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  united  kingdom ; it  being  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  article,  that  at  all  times  after  the  Union  it  diall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccelfors,  to  keep  up  the  peerage  of 
that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland  to  the  number  of  one  hun- 
dred, over  and  above  the  number  of  fuch  of  the  faid  peers  as  diall  be  en- 
titled by  defeent  or  creation  to  an  hereditary  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of 
the  united  kingdom  : 

That  if  any  peerage  diall  at  any  time  be  in  abeyance,  fuch  peerage  diall 
be  deemed  and  taken  as  an  exifting  peerage ; and  no  peerage  diall  be  deemed 
extinct,  unlefs  on  default  of  claimants  to  the  inheritance  of  fuch  peerage  for 
the  fpace  of  one  year  from  the  death  of  the  perfon  who  diall  have  been  lad; 
polfeffed  thereof : and  if  no  claim  diall  be  made  to  the  inheritance  of  fuch 
peerage,  in  '/uch  form  and  manner  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  preferibed 
by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  united  kingdom,  before  the  expiration  of  the 
faid  period  of  a year,  then  and  in  that  cafe  fuch  peerage  diall  be  deemed  ex- 
tindt;  provided  that  nothing  herein  diall  exclude  any  perfon  from  afterwards 
putting  in  a claim  to  the  peerage  fo  deemed  extindt ; and  if  fuch  claim  diall 
be  allowed  as  valid,  by  judgment  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  united  king- 
dom, reported  to  his  majefty,  fuch  peerage  diall  be  conddered  as  revived  ; 
and  in  cafe  any  new  creation  of  a peerage  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
called  Ireland  diall  have  taken  place  in  the  interval,  in  confequence  of  the 
fuppofed  extinction  of  fuch  peerage,  then  no  new  right  of  creation  diall  accrue 
to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  or  fuccelfors,  in  confequence  of  the  next  extinction 

VoL.  11.  8 a which 


370 


APPENDIX. 


\rliich  fhall  take  place  of  any  peerage  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
called  Ireland  : 

That  all  queftions  touching  the  ele6tion  of  members  to  fit  on  the  part  of 
, Ireland  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  united  kingdom  fliall  be  heard  and 
decided  in  the  fame  manner  as  queftions  touching  fuch  eleftions  in  Great 
Britain  now  are  or  at  any  time  hereafter  lliall  by  law  be  heard  and  decided  ; 
fubject  neverthelefs  to  fuch  particular  regulations  in  refpect  to  Ireland  as^ 
from  local  circumftances,  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  may  from 
time  to  time  deem  expedient : 

That  the  qualifications  in  refpect  of  property  of  the  members  elected  on  the 
part  of  Ireland  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  ftiall 
be  refpectively  th6  fame  as  are  now  provided  by  law  in  the  cafes  of  elections 
for  counties  and  cities  and  boroughs  refpectively  in  that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain called  England,  unlefs  any  other  provifion  fiiall  hereafter  be  made  in 
that  refpeft  by  a6t  of  parliament  of  tbe  united  kingdom  : 

That  when  his  majeft}^  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  fhall  declare  his,  her,  or  their 
pleafure  for  holding  the  firft  or  any  fubfequent  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom,  a proclamation  fiiall  iflue,  under  the  great  feal  of  the  united  king- 
dom, to  caufe  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  who  are  to 
ferve  in  the  parliament  thereof  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  to  be  returned  in  fuch 
manner  as  by  any  a6l  of  this  prefent  fefiion  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  fiiall 
be  provided  ; and  that  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  commons  of  Great 
Britain  fiiall,  together  with  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  commons  fo 
returned  as  aforefaid  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  conftitute  the  two  houfes  of  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  : 

That  if  his  majefty,  on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  January  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  one,  on  which  day  the  Union  is  to  take  place,  fiiall  declare, 
under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  lords  and 
commons  of  the  prefent  parliament  of  Great  Britain  lliould  be  the  members 
of  the  refpeftive  houfes  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  on  the 
part  of  Great  Bi  itain ; then  the  faid  lords  and  commons  of  the  prefent  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  fiiall  accordingly  be  the  members  of  the  refpective  houfes 
of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  they,  together  with  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  commons,  fo 
fummoned  and  returned  as  above  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  fiiall  be  the  lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  king- 
dom ; 
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<loni ; and  fuch  firft  parliament  may  (in  that  cafe)  if  not  fooncr  diflolved 
continue  to  fit  fo  long  as  the  prefent  parliament  of  Great  Britain  may  noAv  by 
law  continue  to  fit,  if  not  fooner  diflolved ; provided  always,  that  until  an 
aft  fliall  have  palled  in  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  providing  in 
Avhat  cafes  perfons  holding  offices  or  places  of  profit  under  the  crown  in  Ire- 
land, lhall  be  incapable  of  being  members  of  the  lloufe  of  Commons  of  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  no  greater  number  of  members  than 
twenty,  holding  fuch  offices  or  places  as  aforefaid,  ffiall  be  capable  of  fitting 
in  the  faid  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom; 
and  if  fuch  a number  of  members  fliall  be  returned  to  ferve  in  the  faid  houfe 
as  to  make  the  whole  number  of  members  of  the  faid  houfe  holding  fuch 
offices  or  places  as  aforefaid  more  than  twenty,  then  and  in  fuch  cafe  the  feats 
or  places  of  fuch  members  as  lhall  have  lafl;  accepted  fuch  offices  or  places 
lliall  be  vacated,  at  the  option  of  fuch  members,  fo  as  to  reduce  the  number 
of  members  holding  fuch  offices  or  places  to  the  number  of  twenty  ; and  no 
perfon  holding  any  fuch  office  or  place  lliall  be  capable  of  being  elefted  or  of 
fitting  in  the  faid  houfe,  Avhile  there  are  twenty  perfons  holding  fuch  offices  or 
places  litting  in  the  faid  houfe  ; and  that  every  one  of  the  lords  of  parliament 
. of  the  united  kingdom,  and  every  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
the  united  kingdom,  in  the  firlt  and  all  fucceeding  parliaments,  lhall,  until 
the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  lhall  otherwife  provide,  take  the  oaths, 
and  make  and  fubferibe  the  declaration,  and  take  and  fubferibe  the  oath  now 
by  law  enjoined  to  be  taken,  made,  and  fubferibed  by  the  lords  and  commons 
of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain: 

That  the  lords  of  parliament  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of 
the  united  kingdom,  lliall  at  all  times  have  the  fame  privileges  of  parliament 
which  lliall  belong  to  the  lords  of  parliament  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain;  and 
the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  refpeftively  on  the  part  of  Ireland  lhall  at  all 
times  have  the  fame  rights  ill  refpeft  of  their  fitting  and  voting  upon  the  trial 
of  peers,  as  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  refpeftively  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  ; and  tliat  all  lords  fpiritual  of  Ireland  lliall  have  rank  and  precedency 
next  and  immediately  after  the  lords  fpiritual  of  the  fame  rank  and  degree 
of  Great  Britain,  and  lliall  enjoy  all  privileges  as  fully  as  the  lords  fpiritual 
of  Great  Britain  do  now  or  may  hereafter  enjoy  the  fame  (the  right  and 
privilege  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  privileges  depending 
thereon,  and  particularly  the  right  of  fitting  on  the  trial  of  peers,  ex- 
cepted) ; and  that  the  perfons  holding  any  temporal  peerages  of  Ireland, 
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exifting  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  fliall,  from  and  after  the  Union,  have  rank 
and  precedency  next  and  immediately  after  all  the  perfons  holding  peerages 
of  the  like  orders  and  degrees  in  Great  Britain,  fubfifting  at  the  time  of  the 
Union;  and  that  all  peerages  of  Ireland  created  after  the  Union  thall  have 
rank  and  precedency  with  the  peerages  of  the  united  kingdom,  fo  created, 
according  to  the  dates  of  their  creations  ; and  that  all  peerages  both  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  now  fubfifting  or  hereafter  to  be  created,  tliall  in  all 
other  refpedls,  from  the  date  of  the  Union,  be  confidered  as  peerages  of  the 
united  kingdom  ; and  that  the  peers  of  Ireland  lhall,  as  peers  of  the  united 
kingdom,  be  fued  and  tried  as  peers,  except  as  aforefaid,  and  fliall  enjoy  all 
privileges  of  peers  as  fully  as  the  peers  of  Great  Britain ; the  right  and  pri- 
vilege of  fitting  in  the  Houfeof  Lords,  and  the  privileges  depending  thereon, 
and  the  right  of  fitting  on  the  trial  of  peers,  only  excepted  : 

Art.  y.  That  it  be  the  fifth  article  of  Union,  that  the  churches  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  as  now' by  law  eftabliflied,  be  united  into  one  Proteftant 
Epifcopal  church,  to  be  called.  The  United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland', 
and  that  the  doctrine,  worfliip,  difcipline,  and  government  of  the  faid  united 
church  fliall  be  and  fliall  remain  in  full  force  for  ever,  as  the  fame  are  now  by 
law  eftabliflied  for  the  church  of  England  ; and  that  the  continuance  and  pre- 
fervation  of  the  faid  united  church,  as  the  eftabliflied  church  of  England  and 
Ireland,  fliall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  an  efiential  and  fundamental  part  of 
the  Union ; and  that  in  like  manner  the  dodtrine,  worfliip,  difcipline  and 
government  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  fliall  remain  and  be  preferved  as  the 
fame  are  now  eftabliflied  by  law,  and  by  the  adls  for  the  Union  of  the  two 
kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland  : 

Art.  VI.  That  it  be  the  fixth  article  of  Union,  that  his  majefty’s  fubjedls 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fliall,  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  January  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  be  entitled  to  the  fame  privileges,  and  be  on 
the  fame  footing,  as  to  encouragements  and  bounties  on  the  like  articles  being 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufadlure  of  either  country  refpedtively,  and  gene- 
rally in  refpcdl;  of  trade  and  navigation  in  all  ports  and  places  in  the  united 
kingdom  and  its  dependencies  ; and  that  in  all  treaties  made  by  his  majefty, 
his  heirs  and  fucceftbrs,  with  any  foreign  power,  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  of 
Ireland  fliall  have  the  fame  privileges,  and  be  on  the  fame  footing,  as  his  ma- 
jefty’s fubjedts  of  Great  Britain: 

That,  from  the  firft  day  of  January  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one, 
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all  prohibitions  and  bounties  on  the  export  of  articles,  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  either  country,  to  the  other,  lhall  ceafe  and  determine ; 
and  that  the  faid  articles  fliall  thenceforth  be  exported  from  one  country  to 
the  other,  without  duty  or  bounty  on  fuch  export : 

That  all  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  either  country, 
(not  herein  after  enumerated  as  fubjeCt  to  fpecific  duties),  fliall  from  thence- 
forth be  imported  into  each  country  from  the  other,  free  from  duty,  other 
than  fuch  countervailing  duties  on  the  feveral  articles  enumerated  in  the 
fchedule  number  One  A.  and  B.  hereunto  annexed,  as  are  therein  fpecified, 
or  to  fuch  other  countervailing  duties  as  fliall  hereafter  be  impofed  by  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  in  the  manner  herein  after  provided  ; and 
that,  for  the  period  of  twenty  years  from  the  Union,  the  articles  enume- 
rated in  the  fchedule  number  Two  hereunto  annexed,  fliall  be  fubjeCl  on 
importation  into  each  country  from  the  other,  to  the  duties  fpecified  in  the 
faid  fchedule  number  Two;  and  the  woollen  manufactures,  known  by  the 
names  of  Old  and  New  Drapei^y,  fliall  pay,  on  importation  into  each  country 
from  the  other,  the  duties  now  payable  on  importation  into  Ireland:  Salt 
and  hops,  on  importation  into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  duties  not  exceed- 
ing tliofe  which  are  now  paid  on  importation  into  Ireland ; and  coals  on 
importation  into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  diall  be  fubjeCt  to  burthens  not 
exceeding  thole  to  which  they  are  now  fubjeCl : 

That  callicocs  and  muflins  fliall,  on  their  importation  into  either  country 
from  the  other,  be  fubjeCl  and  liable  to  the  duties  now  payable  on  the  fame 
on  the  importation  thereof  from  Great  Britain  into  Ireland,  until  the  fifth  day 
of  January  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eight;  and  from  and  after  the 
faid  day,  the  faid  duties  fliall  be  annually  reduced,  by  equal  proportions  as 
near  as  may  be  in  each  year,  fo  as  that  the  faid  duties  fliall  ftand  at  ten  per 
centum  from  and  after  the  fifth  day  of  January  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fixteen,  until  the  5th  day  of  January  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one:  and  that  cotton  yarn  and  cotton  twill  fliall,  on  their  importation, 
into  either  country  from  the  other,  be  fubjeCl  and  liable  to  the  duties  now 
payable  upon  the  fame  on  the  importation  thereof  from  Great  Britain  into 
Ireland,  until  the  fifth  day  of  January  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  and  from  and  after  the  faid  day,  the  faid  duties  fliall  be  annually  re- 
duced by  equal  proportions  as  near  as  may  be  in  each  year,  fo  that  as  that 
all  duties  fhall  ceafe  on  the  faid  articles  from  and  after  the  fifth  day  of 
January  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixteen: 
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That  any  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  inaiiufa61u  re  of  either  country, 
which  are  or  niay  be  fubject  to  internal  duty,  or  to  duty  on  the  materials  of 
Mdiich  they  are  compofcd,  may  be  made  fubjecl,  on  their  importation  into 
each  country  refpeclively  from  the  other,  to  fuch  countervailing  duty  as 
diall  appear  to  be  juft  and  reafonable  in  refpect  of  fuch  internal  duty  or 
<luties  on  the  materials ; and  that  for  the  faid  purpofes  the  articles  fpecified 
in  the  faid  fchcdule  number  one,  A.  and  B.  lhall  be  fubjedl  to  the  duties  fet  • 
forth  therein,  liable  to  be  taken  off,  diminilhed,  or  increafed,  in  the  maimer 
lierein  fpecifted ; and  that  upon  the  export  of  the  faid  articles  from  each 
country  to  the  other  refpedtively,  a drawback  ftiall  be  given  equal  in  amount 
to  the  countervailing  duty  payable  on  fuch  articles  on  the  import  thereof 
into  the  fame  country  from  the  other;  and  that  in  like  manner  in  future  it 
ftiall  be  competent  to  the  united  parliament  to  impofe  any  new  or  additional 
countervailing  duties,  or  to  take  off,  or  diminifli  fuch  exifting  counterv’ailing 
as  may  appear,  on  like  principles,  to  be  juft  and  reafonable  in  refpe6t  of  any 
future  or  additional  internal  duty  on  any  article  of  tlie  growth,  produce, 
or  manufadlure  of  either  country,  or  of  any  new  or  additional  duty  on  any 
materials  of  vdiich  fuch  article  may  be  compofed,  or  of  any  abatement  of 
eluty  on  the  fame;  and  that  when  any  fuch  new  or  additional  countervailing 
<luty  ftiall  be  fo  impofed  on  the  import  of  any  article  into  either  country 
from  the  other,  a drawback,  equal  in  amount  to  fuch  countervailing  duty, 
/hall  be  given  in  like  manner  on  the  export  of  every  fuch  article  refpe6tively 
from  the  fame  country  to  the  other: 

That  all  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufa61ure  of  either  country, 
when  exported  through  the  other,  /hall  in  all  cafes  be  exported  fubjeft  to 
the  fame  charges  as  if  they  had  been  exported  diredlly  from  the  country  of 
which  they  were  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufadlure: 

That  all  dut}^  charged  on  the  import  of  foreign  or  colonial  goods  into  either 
country, /hall  on  their  export  to  the  other,  be  either  drawn  back,  or  the  amount, 
if  any  be  retained,  /hall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  country  to  which  they 
ftiall  be  fo  exported,  fo  long  as  the  expenditure  of  the  united  kingdom  ftiall 
be  defrayed  by  proportional  contributions  : Provided  always,  that  nothing 
herein  ftiall  extend  to  take  away  any  duty,  bounty,  or  prohibition,  wliich 
cxifts  with  refpeft  to  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  or  bifeuit;  but  that  all  duties, 
bounties,  or  prohibitions,  on  the  faid  articles,  may  be  regulated,  varied,  or 
repealed,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  united  parliament  ftiall  deem  expedient. 
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SCHEDULE,  No.  1. 

Of  the  articles  to  be  charged  with  countervailing  duties  upon  importation 
from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  and  from  Great  Britain  into  Ireland,  re- 
fpectively,  according  to  the  fixth  article  of  Union. 

(A.)  On  Importation  into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland. 

Beer. — For  every  barrel  confiding  of  thirty-fix  gallons,  Englidi  beer  meafure, 
of  Irilh  beer,  ale,  or  mum,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  di- 
rectly from  Ireland,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  to 
be  paid  by  the  importer  thereof,  Ss.  excife. 

Bricks  and  Tiles. — For  every  thoufand  of  Irifli  bricks,  5s.  excife. 

For  every  thoufand  of  Irilh  plain  tiles,  4^.  \Od.  excife. 

For  every  thoufand  of  Irifli  pan  or  ridge  tiles,  12^.  lOr/.  excife. 

For  every  hundred  of  Irifli  paving  tiles,  not  exceeding  ten  inches  fquare, 
2.9.  5d.  excife. 

For  every  hundred  of  Irifli  paving  tiles  exceeding  ten  inches  fquare,  4^.  \Od. 
excife. 

For  every  thoufand  of  Irifli  tiles,  other  than  fuch  as  are  herein-before  enu- 
merated and  defcribed,  by  whatfoever  name  or  names  fuch  tiles  are 
or  may  be  called  or  known,  4^.  \Od.  excife. 

Candles. — For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  candles  of  tallow,  and 
other  candles  whatfoever  (except  wax  and  fperniaceti),  id.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  candles,  which  may  be  made 
of  wax  or  fpermaceti,  or  which  are  ufually  called  or  fold  either  for  wax 
or  fpermaceti,  notwithftanding  the  mixture  of  any  other  ingredient 
therewith,  3\d.  excife. 

Chocolate,  &c. — For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  cocoa,  cocoa 
pafte,  or  chocolate,  2s.  excife. 

Cordage ; videlicet. — To  be  ufed  as  handing  rigging,  or  other  cordage  made 
froin  topt  hemp, the  ton,  containing  twenty  hundred  weight,  4/.  10^.  dd. 
cuftoms. 

Of  any  other  fort,  cable  yarn,  packthread,  and  twine,  the  ton,  containing 
twenty  hundred  weight,  4/.  4^.  Ad.  cuftoms. 

Cyder  and  Ferry. — For  every  hogfliead,  confifting  of  fixty-three  gallons  Eng- 
lilh  wine  meafure,  of  Irifli  cyder  and  perry,  which  fliall  be  imported  as 
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merchandize  or  for  fale,  and  which  lliall  be  fent  or  configiied  to  any  fadlor 
or  agent  to  fell  or  difpofe  of,  ip.?.  ‘Id.  excife. 

Glafs. — For  every  fquare  foot  fuperficud  meafure  of  Iritli  plate  glafs,  Is.  lid. 
excife. 

For  eveiy  hundred  weight  of  Iridi  flint,  enamel,  ftained,  pafte,  or  phial 
glafs,  ‘ll.  3s.  6d.  excife. 

For  every  hundred  weight  of  Irifli  fpread  window  glafs,  commonly  called 
broad  glafs,  8s.  1 d.  excife. 

For  every  hundred  weight  of  Irifli  window  glafs  (not  being  fpread  glafs) 
whether  flaflied  or  otherwife  manufadlured,  and  commonly  called  or 
known  by  the  name  of  crowfi  glafs,  or  German Jhcct  glafs,  \l.  gs.  gd.  exc. 

For  every  hundred  weight  of  velfels  made  ufe  of  in  chemical  laboratories, 
and  of  garden  glafles,  and  of  all  other  veffels  or  utenfils  of  common  bottle 
metal,  manufactured  in  Ireland,  common  bottles  exempted,  4.y.  old.  exc. 

For  every  hundred  weight  of  any  fort  or  fpecies  of  Irifli  glafs,  not  herein- 
before enumerated  or  deferibed,  ‘ll.  ‘Is.  excife. 

Bottles  of  common  green  glafs,  the  dozen  quarts,  gd.  cuftoms. 

Hops. — For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  hops,  \k^d.  excife. 

Leather,  unmanufactured. — For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  hides,  of 
what  kind  foever,  and  of  calf  fl<ins,  kips,  hog  fkins,  dog  ikins,  and  feal 
flvins,  tanned  in  Ireland,  and  of  flieep  Ikins  and  lamb  Ikins  fo  tanned  for 
gloves  and  bazils,  which  fliall  be  imported  in  the  whole  hide  or  Il<in, 
and  neither  cut  nor  diminilhed  in  any  refpeCt  whatever,  \\d.  excife. 

For  every  dozen  of  goat  Ikins  tanned  in  Ireland  to  refemble  Spanifli  leather, 
4s.  excife. 

For  every  dozen  of  flieep  Ikins  tanned  in  Ireland  for  roans,  being  after  the 
nature  of  Spanifli  leather,  2s.  3d.  excife. 

'For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  other  hides  or  Ikins  not  herein- 
before enumerated  and  deferibed,  and  of  all  pieces  and  parts  of  hides  or 
Ikins  which  fliall  be  tanned  in  Ireland,  6d.  excife. 

'For  all  hides  of  horfes,  mares,  and  geldings,  which  fliall  be  drelTed-in  alluni 
and  fait  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  in  Ireland,  for  each  and  every  fuch 
hide,  1^.  6d.  excife. 

For  all  hides  of  fleers,  cows,  or  any  other  hides  of  what  kind  foever  (thofe 
of  horfes,  mares,  and  geldings  excepted)  wliich  fliall  be  d refled  in  alluni 
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and  fait,  or  meal,  or  otherwife  ta\yed  in  Ireland,  for  each  and  every  fuch 
hide,  3^.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  calf  Ikins,  kips,  and  feal  fkins, 
which  fliall  be  fo  drefled  in  alluin  .and  fait,  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  in 
Ireland,  and  imported  into  Great  Britain,  in  the  whole  fkin,  neither  cut 
nor  diininhlied  in  any  refpect  whatever,  l|f/.  excife. 

For  eveiy  dozen  of  dink  calf  fl-dns  v'hich  diall  be  fo  drelfed  in  allum  and 
fait,  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  with  the  hair  on,  in  Ireland,  35.  excife. 

For  every  dozen  of  dink  calf  fkins  which  diall  be  fo  dreded  in  allum  and 
fait,  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  without  hair,  in  Ireland,  and  for  every 
dozen  of  dog  fkins  and  kid  deius,  which  lhall  be  dreded  in  allum  and  fait, 
or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  in  Ireland,  I5.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  buck  and  doe  fkins,  which  diall  be 
dreded  in  allum  and  fait,  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  in  Ireland,  and  which 
diall  be  imported  in  the  whole  fkin,  and  neither  cut  nor  diminidied  in  any 
refpeft  whatever,  6</.  excife. 

For  every  dozen  of  goat  fkins  and  beaver  fkins,  which  diall  be  dreded  in 
allum  and  fait,  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  in  Ireland,  2s.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  dieep  deins  and  lamb  fkins  which 
diall  be  drelfed  in  allum  and  fait,  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  in  Ireland, 
and  which  diall  be  imported  in  the  whole  fkin,  and  neither  cut  nor  di- 
minidied in  any  refpe6l  whatever,  lid.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  other  hides  and  fkins,  not  herein- 
before enumerated  and  deferibed,  and  of  all  pieces  or  parts  of  hides  or 
fkins,  which  diall  be  dreded  in  allum  and  fait,  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed 
in  Ireland,  6d.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  buck,  deer,  and  elk  fkins,  which 
diall  be  dreded  in  oil  in  Ireland,  and  imported  in  the  whole  fkin,  and 
neither  cut  nor  diminidied  in  any  refpe61;  whatever,  I5.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  dieep  and  lamb  fkins,  which  diall 
be  dreded  in  oil  in  Ireland,  3d.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  other  hides  and  fkins,  and  parts 
and  pieces  of  hides  and  fkins,  which  diall  be  dreded  in  oil  in  Ireland, 
6d.  excife. 

For  every  dozen  of  Iridi  vellum,  35.  5ld.  excife. 

For  every  dozen  of  Iridi  parchment,  I5.  8ld.  excif®. 

VoL.  II.  8 B 
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Leather,  manufadured  into  goods  and  wares  : 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  tanned  leather,  manufactured  and 
aftually  made  into  goods  or  wares  in  Ireland,  \\cl  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irilh  made  boots  and  flioes,  and 
gloves,  and  other  manufactures  made  of  tawed  ordreffed  leather,  \d.  ex. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  buck  and  deer  Ikins,  and  elk 
Ikins,  dreffed  in  oil  and  manufactured  into  goods  and  wares  in  Ireland, 
15,  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  tlieep  and  lamb  flcins,  dreffed  in 
oil  and  manufactured  into  goods  or  wares  in  Ireland,  3d.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  other  hides  and  tkins,  not  herein- 
before enumerated  or  defcribed,  dreffed  in  oil  and  manufactured  into 
goods  or  wares  in  Ireland,  Qd.  excife. 

Mead  or  Metheglin. — For  every  gallon,  Englifli  wine  meafure,  of  Irifli  mead 
or  metheglin,  l5.  Qikd.  excife. 

Paper. — For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  paper,  fit  or  proper,  or 
that  may  be  ufed  for  or  applied  to  the  ufes  or  purpofes  of  writing,  draw- 
ing, and  printing,  or  either  of  them,  and  of  all  Irilh  elephant  papers  and 
cartridge  papers,  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  coloured  papers  and  whited 
brown  papers  (other  than  and  except  elephant  and  cartridge  papers)  fit 
and  proper  for  the  ufe  and  purpofe  of  wrapping  up  goods,  and  not  fit  or 
proper  or  capable  of  being  ufed  for  or  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  writing, 
drawing,  and  printing,  or  either  of  them,  \d.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  brown  paper,  fit  and  proper  for 
the  ufe  and  purpofe  of  wrapping  up  goods,  and  not  fit  or  proper  or  capa- 
ble of  being  ufed  for  or  applied  to  the  ufes  and  purpofes  of  writing,  draw- 
ing, and  printing,  or  either  of  them,  old.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  every  fort  or  kind  of  Irifli  paper, 
not  herein-before  enumerated  or  defcribed,  flieathing,  and  button  paper 
and  button  board  excepted,  2\d.  excife. 

For  every  one  hundred  weight  of  Irifli  pafteboard,  millboard,  and  fcale- 
board,  105.  Qd.  excife. 

For  every  one  hundred  weight  of  Irifli  glazed  papers  for  clothiers  and  hot 
preffers,  Qs.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  books,  bound  or  unbound,  and  of 
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maps  or  prints,  which  thall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  directly  from 
Ireland,  ‘id.  excife. 

Printed  Goods. — For  every  yard  hjuare  of  Irifli  printed,  painted,  or  ftained 
papers,  to  ferve  for  hangings,  or  other  ufes,  1 id.  excife. 

For  every  yard  in  length,  reckoning  yard-wide,  of  foreign  callicocs  and 
foreigTi  muflins,  which  fliall  he  printed,  painted,  ftained,  or  dyed  in  Ire- 
land (except  fuch  as  fliall  be  dyed  throughout  of  one  colour),  over  and 
above  any  duty  of  cuftoms  payable  on  the  importation  of  foreign  calli- 
coes  and  muflins,  Td.  excife. 

For  every  yard  in  length,  reckoning  yard-wide,  of  all  Irilh  printed,  painted, 
ftained,  or  dyed  Irifli-made  callicoes,  muflins,  linens,  and  fluffs,  made 
either  of  cotton  or  linen,  mixed  with  other  materials,  fuftians,  velvets, 
velverets,  dimities,  and  other  figured  fluffs,  made  of  cotton  and  other 
materials,  mixed  or  wholly  made  of  cotton  wool  (except  fuch  as  fliall  be 
dyed  throughout  of  one  colour  only),  Z\d.  excife. 

For  every  yard  in  length,  reckoning  yard-wide,  of  all  Irifli  printed,  ftained, 
painted,  or  dyed  Irifli  made  fluffs  not  before  enumerated  or  deferibed 
(except  fuch  as  fliall  be  dyed  throughout  of  one  colour  only  and  except 
ftuffs  made  of  woollen, ‘or  whereof  the  greatefl  part  in  value  fliall  be 
woollen),  3id.  excife. 

For  every  yard  in  length,  reckoning  half  yard  wide,  of  all  Irifli  printed, 
ftained,  painted,  or  dyed  filks,  (filk  handkerchiefs  excepted)  over  and 
above  any  duty  of  cuftoms  payable  on  the  importation  of  filk,  l^, 
excife. 

For  every  yard  fquare  of  Irifli  printed,  flaincd,  painted,  or  dyed  filk  hand- 
kerchiefs, and  fo  in  proportion  for  wide  or  narrow  filk  handkerchiefs, 
over  and  above  every  duty  of  cuftoms  payable  on  filk,  A\d.  excife. 

Salt. — For  every  bufliel,  confifting  of  fifty-fix  pounds  iveight  avoirdupois,  of 
Irifli  fait,  or  Irifli  Glauber  or  Irifli  Epfoni  fait,  10.9.  excife. 

For  every  bufliel,  confifting  of  fixty-five  pounds  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli 
rock  fait,  10.9.  excife. 

Silk. — Manufactures  of  ribbons  and  ftuffs  of  filk  only,  the  pound,  containing 
fixteen  ounces,  5.9.  cuftoms. 

Note,  Two-tliirds  of  the  weight  of  gauze  and  one-lliird  of  tlie  weight  of  crape, 
is  to  be  deduded  for  gum  and  drefs. 
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Silk  and  ribbons  of  filk,  mixed  with  gold  or  filver,  the  pound,  containing 
fixteen  ounces,  6^.  8d.  cuftoins. 

Silk  ftockings,  filk  gloves,  filk  fringe,  filk  laces,  ftitching  or  fewing  filk,  the 
pound,  containing  fixteen  ounces,  3^.  cuftoms. 

Silk,  manufa61ures  of,  not  otherwife  enumerated  or  defcribed,  the  pound, 
containing  fixteen  ounces,  4^.  cuftoms. 

Stuffs  of  filk  and  grogram  yarn,  the  pound,  containing  fixteen  ounces, 
1^.  2d.  cuftoms. 

Stuffs  of  filk  mixed  with  incle  or  cotton,  the  pound,  containing  fixteen 
ounces,  U.  8d.  cuftoms. 

Stuffs  of  filk  and  worfted,  the  pound,  containing  fixteen  ounces,  lOd. 
cuftoms. 

Stuffs  of  filk  mixed  with  any  other  material,  the  pound,  containing  fixteen 
ounces,  l^.  3d.  cuftoms. 

Soap. — For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irilh  hard,  cake,  or  ball  foap, 
2ld.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  of  Irifh  foft  foap,  l^d.  excife. 

Spirits,  Bj'itiJh.—l^or  every  gallon,  Englifli  wine  meafure,  of  fphits.  Aqua 
Vitas,  or  ftrong  waters,  which  fliall  be  diftilled  or  made  in  Ireland,  and 
imported  at  a ftrength  not  exceeding  one  to  ten  over  hydrometer  proof, 
5s.  \\d.  excife. 

Note.— Spirits  above  the  ftrength  of  one  to  ten  will  be  charged  in  proportion  : 
and  on  fweelened  or  compounded  fpirits,  the  duty  will  be  computed  upon 
the  higheft  degree  of  ftrength  at  which  fuch  fpirits  can  be  made. 

Starch.— Yox  every  pound  weight  of  Irifliftarch  or  hair  powder,  of  what  kind 
foever,  3 It/,  excife. 

-Refined  ; fidelicet,  called  Bajiards,  whole  or  ground,  the  hundred 
weight,  18if.  2d.  cuftoms. 

Lumps,  the  hundred  weight,  \l.  145.  old.  cuftoms. 

Single  loaf,  the  hundred  weight,  \l.  165.  Ad.  cuftoms. 

Powder  loaf  and  double  loaf,  the  hundred  weight,  1/.  195.  \d.  cuftoms. 

Sugar  candy,  brown,  the  hundred  weight,  \l.  145.  Olt/.  cuftoms. 

Sugar  candy,  white,  the  hundred  weight,  \l.  195.  \d.  cuftoms. 

Sugar,  refined,  of  any  other  fort,  the  hundred  weight,  l/.  195.  \d.  cuftoms. 

Sxveets. — For  every  barrel,  confifting  of  thirty-one  gallons  and  a half,  Englifh 
wine  meafure,  of  Irilh  fweets,  or  other  Irifii  liquor,  made  by  infufion, 
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fermentation,  or  otherwife,  from  fruit  or  fugar,  or  from  fruit  or  fugar 
mixed  with  any  other  materials  or  ingredients  whatfoever,  commonly 
called  Jxveets,  or  called  or  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  made  wines, 
2/,  Is.  excife. 

Tobacco  and  Sjiiiff. — For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  iinmanufadured 
tobacco,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  Ireland,  over  and  above  any  duty 
of  cuftoms,  U.  \d.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  manufa6tured  fliort  cut  to- 
bacco, or  tobacco  manufa6tiired  into  what  is  commonly  called  or  known 
by  the  name  of  Spanilh,  1^.  7d.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irith  manufadtured  thag  tobacco, 
1^.  bkd.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  raanufadlured  roll  tobacco, 
15.  7d.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  manufadtured  carrot  tobacco, 
1.9.  5\d.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  every  other  fort  of  Irifh  manu- 
fadlured  tobacco,  not  herein-before  enumerated  or  defcribed,  1^.  7d.  ex. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  manufadlured  rappee  fnuff, 
1^.  Aid.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  manufadlured  Scotch  fnuff, 
1.9.  \Oid.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  manufadlured  brown  Scotch 
fnuff,  U.  zld.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  manufadlured  tobacco  flalk 
flour,  1^.  Qd.  excife. 

For  every  pound  \veight  avoirdupois  of  every  other  fort  or  kind  of  Irifh 
manufadlured  fnuff,  or  fnuff-work,  not  herein-before  enumerated  or  de- 
fcribed, U.  \0\d.  excife. 

Tobacco  unman ufadlured,  the  pound,  cuftoms. 

Verjuice. — For  every  hogfliead  confifting  of  fixty-three  gallons,  Englifli  ivine 
meafure,  of  Irifli  v’erjuice,  7s.  8d.  excife. 

Vinegar. — For  every  barrel  confiding  of  thirty-four  gallons,  Englifli  beer 
meafure,  of  Irifh  vinegar,  J '2^.  Qld.  excife. 

Wire. — For  every  ounce  troy  weight  of  Irifli  gilt  wire,  Q\d.  excife. 

For  every  ounce  troy  of  Irifh  fllver  wire,  7d.  excife. 
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For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifligold  thread,  gold  lace,  or  gold 
fringe,  made  of  plate  wirefpun  upon  filk,  7s.  8d.  excife. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli  fdver  thread,  fdver  lace,  or 
filver  fringe,  made  of  plate  wire  fpun  upon  filk,  55.  Qd.  excife. 

(B.)  On  Importation  into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain. 

Beer. — For  and  upon  every  barrel  containing  thirty-two  gallons,  imported 
from  Great  Britain,  45.  Qd. 

Glafs  Bottles. — For  and  upon  each  reputed  quart,  Old. 

Leather,  unmanufadlured. — For  and  upon  each  pound  in  every  hide  or  fkin, 
or  piece  of  any  fuch  hide  or  fkin  of  what  kind  or  denomination  foever, 
other  than  fuch  as  are  herein-after  mentioned  and  defcribed,  \d. 

For  and  upon  each  hide  of  horfes,  mares,  or  geldings,  l5. 

For  and  upon  all  fkins  called  veal  fkins,  and  all  fkins  of  hogs,  for  every  dozen 
fkins  thereof,  and  after  the  fame  rate  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  5s. 

For  and  upon  all  tkins  for  dioes  and  other  like  purpofes,  and  all  feal  fkins, 
for  every  dozen  thereof,  and  after  the  fame  rate  for  any  greater  or  lefs 
quantity,  25.  6d. 

For  and  upon  all  fkins  for  bookbinders  ufe,  for  every  dozen  thereof,  and 
after  the  fame  rate  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  l5. 

For  and  upon  all  goat  fkins  tanned  Math  fliumack,  or  otherwife  to  refemhle 
Spanifli  leather,  and  all  fheep  fkins  tanned  for  roans,  being  after  the  nature 
of  Spanifli  leather,  for  every  pound  M'eight  avoirdupois.  Id. 

For  and  upon  all  fheep  and  lamb  fkins  tanned  for  gloves  and  bafils,  for  every 
pound  weight  avoirdupois,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs 
quantity,  old. 

Leather,  dreffcd  in  oil. — For  and  upon  every  hide  and  fkin,  and  piece  of  fuch 
hide  and  fkin,  other  than  fuch  as  are  herein-after  mentioned  or  defcribed, 
for  every  pound  u eight  avoirdupois,  id. 

For  and  upon  all  deer  fkins,  goat  flvins,  and  beaver  fkins,  for  every  pound 
weight  thereof  avoirdupois,  3d. 

For  and  upon  all  calf  fkins,  for  every  pound  iveight  thereof  avoirdupois,  Id. 

For  and  upon  all  flieep  and  lamb  fkins,  for  every  pound  M^ight  avoir- 
dupois, o\d. 

Vellum  and  Parchment.— -Vox  and  upon  every  dozen  fkins  of  vellum,  6r/. 

For  and  upon  every  dozen  fkins  of  parchment,  3d. 


Leather, 


APPENDIX. 


383 


Leather,  manufaftured  into  goods  and  wares.— -For  and  upon  all  tanned 
leather  manufactured  into  goods  and  wares,  whereof  leather  is  the  moll 
valuable  part,  the  following  duties  ; videlicet. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  tanned  leather,  manu- 
factured and  actually  made  into  goods  and  wares  in  Great  Britain,  of 
leather  only,  or  of  whieh  leather  makes  the  moft  valuable  part,  id. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  av'oirdupois  of  tawed  or  drelfed  leather, 
manufaftured  and  adlually  made  in  Great  Britain,  of  leather  only,  or  of 
which  leather  makes  the  moft  valuable  part,  1 d. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  buck  and  deer  ikins, 
and  elk  Ikins,  drefled  in  oil,  and  manufa6lured  into  goods  and  wares  in 
Great  Britain,  of  leather  only,  or  of  which  leather  makes  the  moft  valua- 
ble part,  3d. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  flieep  and  lamb  fleins 
drefled  in  oil,  and  manufaftiired  into  goods  and  wares  in  Great  Britain, 
of  leather  only,  or  of  which  leather  makes  the  moft  valuable  part,  0\d. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  other  hides  and  (kins, 
not  herein-before  enumerated  or  deferibed,  drefled  in  oil,  and  manufac- 
tured into  goods  and  wares  in  Great  Britain,  of  leather  only,  or  of  which 
leather  makes  the  moft  valuable  part,  'Id. 

Paper. — For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  paper,  fit  or  proper 
for,  or  that  may  be  ufed  for  or  applied  to  the  ufes  or  purpofes  of  writing, 
drawing,  or  printing,  or  either  of  them,  and  all  elephant  paper,  and  all 
cartridge  paper,  Q,ld. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  coloured  paper,  and  whited- 
brown  papers,  other  than  and  except  elephant  and  cartridge  paper,  fit  or 
proper  for  the  ufes  or  purpofes  of  Avrapping  up  goods,  and  not  fit  or  pro- 
per, or  capable  of  being  ufed  for  or  applied  to  the  ufes  or  purpofes  of 
Avriting,  drawing,  and  printing,  or  either  of  them,  and  alfo  except  paper 
hangings,  1 d. 

For  every  pound  Aveight  avoirdupois  of  broAvn  paper,  fit  and  proper  for  the 
ufe  or  purpofe  of  Avrapping  up  goods,  and  not  fit  or  proper  or  capable  of 
being  ufed  for  or  applied  to  the  ufes  or  purpofes  of  Avriting,  draAving,  or 
printing,  or  either  of  them,  Oid.* 

For  and  upon  every  one  hundred  Aveight  of  glazed  paper  for  clothiers  and 
hotpreflers,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  5s. 
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For  and  upon  every  hundred  weight  of  pafteboard,  inillhoard,  and  fcale* 
board,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  ,10^. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  every  fort  or  kind  of  paper,  not  herein- 
before particularly  enumerated  or  defcribed,  other  than  and  except  papers 
commonly  called  or  known  by  the  names  of  dieathing  paper,  and  button 
paper  or  button  board,  and  paper  hangings, 

Stained  Papei'.—Yov  and  upon  every  fquare  yard  of  printed,  painted,  or 
dained  paper,  for  hangings  or  other  ufes,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  lefs  quantity,  \d. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  books  bound  or  unbound, 
and  of  maps  or  prints,  which  lhall  be  imported  into  Ireland  from  Great 
Britain,  *ld. 

Cards.— Yot  and  upon  every  pack  of  printed,  painted,  or  playing  cards, 
made  or  manufa6tured  in  Great  Britain,  1^.  5d. 

And  a further  duty  of  lid.  per  pound  weight. 

Dice.—Yov  and  upon  every  pair  of  dice  made  or  manufadured  in  Great 
Biitain,  10.y. 

Ji  Voiight  Plate.---Vo\'  and  upon  every  ounce  troy  weight  of  gold  or  filver 
plate,  which  lhall  be  wrought,  made,  or  manufadured  in  Great  Britain, 
and  imported  into  Ireland.  » 

Silk  Manufacture.— Y ox  and  upon  all  filks  being  of  the  manufafture  of  Great 
Britain,  and  imported  directly  from  thence,  the  following  duties ; 
videlicet, 

For  and  upon  all  ribbons  and  fluffs  of  filks  only,  for  every  pound  weight 
thereof  containing  fixteen  ounces,  2^.  \d. 

For  and  upon  all  filks  and  ribbons  of  filk,  mixed  with  gold  or  filver,  for 
every  pound  weight  thereof  containing  fixteen  ounces,  is.  gd. 

For  and  upon  all  filk  flockings,  filk  gloves,  filk  fringe,  filk  laces,  flitching 
and  fewing  filk,  for  every  pound  weight  thereof  containing  fixteen 
ounces,  l^.  3d. 

For  and  upon  all  manufa6tures  of  filk  not  otherwife  enumerated  or  de- 
fcribcd,  for  every  pound  weight  thereof  containing  fixteen  ounces, 
\s.  3d. 

For  and  upon  all  fluffs  of  filk  and  grogram  yarn,  the  pound  weight  con- 
taining fixteen  ounces,  Qd. 
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For  and  upon  all  duffs  of  filk  mixed  with  incle  or  cotton,  the  pound  weight 
containing  fixteen  ounces,  gd. 

For  and  upon  all  flulFs  of  filk  and  worded  mixed,  the  pound  weight  con- 
taining fixteen  ounces,  Ad. 

For  and  upon  all  duds  of  filk  mixed  with  any  other  material,  the  pound 
weight  containing  fixteen  ounces,  Qid. 

Spirits. — For  and  upon  every  gallon  of  fpirits,  being  of  the  manufa6liire  of 
Great  Britain,  and  imported  from  thence,  a duty  of  3^^.  Td. 

Sugai\  refined  — of  the  manufa6lure  of  Great  Britain,  and  imported  direclly 
from  thence,  the  following  duties,  videlicet. 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  baftards,  white  or  ground,  the  hundred 
weight  containing  112  pounds,  Ip.y.  8d. 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  lumps,  the  hundred  weight  containing  1 12 
pounds,  1/.  \Oid. 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  fingle  loaf  fugar,  the  hundred  Aveight  con- 
taining 112  pounds,  1/.  10^.  Ad. 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  powder  loaf  and  double  loaf,  the  hundred 
Aveight  containing  112  pounds,  2/.  Is.  Ad. 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  fugar  candy,  broAvn,  the  hundred  Aveight 
containing  112  pounds,  l/.  l6^.  \Od. 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  fugar  candy,  Avhite,  the  hundred  AV'eight  con- 
taining 1 12  pounds,  2/.  'Is.  Ad. 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  refined  of  any  other  fort,  the  hundred  weight  con- 
taining 1 12  pounds,  'll.  'Is.  Ad. 

Szceets. — For  and  upon  CA'cry  barrel,  containing  thirty-tAA'O  gallons  Avine  mea- 
fure,  of  Britifli  fAveets,  or  other  Britilh  liquor  made  by  infufion,  fermen- 
tation, or  otherwife,  from  fruit  or  fugar,  or  from  fruit  or  fugar  mixed 
Avith  any  other  material  or  ingredients  Avhatfoever,  commonly  called 
fweets,  or  called  or  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  made  Avines,  10a-. 

For  and  upon  CA^ery  gallon  of  mead  or  metheglin,  Ad. 

For  and  upon  every  barrel,  containing  thirty-tAvo  gallons,  of  vinegar,  3^. 

Tobacco  and  Snuff. — For  and  upon  eATiy  pound  AA^eight  aA'oirdupois  of  unma- 
nufa6tured  tobacco,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  Great  Britain,  over 
and  above  any  duty  of  cuftoms  noAv  payable,  5d. 

For  and  upon  eATiy  pound  Aveight  of  Britilh  manufa6turcd  fiiort  cut  to- 
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bacco,  or  tobacco  manufa6tured  into  what  is  commonly  called  or  known 
by  the  name  of  Spanilh,  l^.  O^d. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  Britilli  manufadtured  drag  tobacco 
cut,  \\d.  • 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  Britilh  manufadtured  roll  tobacco, 
1^.  OtW. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  Britilli  manufadlured  carrot  tobacco, 
lid. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  iveight  of  every  other  fort  of  Britilh  manufac- 
tured tobacco  not  herein-before  enumerated  ordefcribed,  1.?.  O4od. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Britilli  manufadlured 
rappee  fnulf,  lOir/. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  Britilh  manufaftured  fnulf  called 
Scotch  fnulf,  1^.  Ad. 

For  and  upoii  every  pound  weight  of  Britilh  manufadlured  fnulf  called 
brown  Scotch  fnulf, 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  Britilli  manufadtured  dalk  flour,  1^.  Zd. 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  every  other  fort  or  kind  of  Britilli 
manufactured  fnulf,  or  fnulf  work,  not  herein-before  enumerated  or  de- 
fcribed,  1^.  Ad. 


SCHEDULE,  No.  IL 


Of  the  articles  charged  with  the  duties  fpecified  upon  importation  into  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  refpedtively,  according  to  the  fixtli  article  of  Union. 
Apparel  . . . . 

Brafs,  Avrought  - _ - 

Cabinet  Avare  _ _ - 


n> 

3 


Coaches  and  other  carriages 


•13 

O 

3 


Copper,  Avrought  _ . _ 

Cottons,  other  than  callicoes  and  muflins 
Glafs  - _ - _ 

Haberdafliery  _ _ _ 

Hats  . - - . 

Tin  plates,  Avrought  iron  and  hard  Avare 
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Gold  and  filver  lace,  gold  and  lilver  thread, 
lion  for  lace,  pearl,  and  fpangles 
Millinery  _ _ - - 

Paper  ftained  . _ . 

Pottery  _ - - - 

Saddlery  and  other  inanufadtured  leather 
Silk  inanufadlure  _ _ - 

Stockings  - . - - 

Art.  VII.  That  it  be  the  feventh  article  of  Union,  that  the  charge  aiifing*. 
from  the  payment  of  the  intereft,  and  the  fmking  fund  for  the  redudlion  of 
the  principal,  of  the  debt  incurred  in  either  kingdom  before  the  Union,  lhall 
continue  to  be  feparately  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  refpedlively, 
except  as  herein-after  provided  ; 

That  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  after  the  Union  lhall  take  place,  the 
contribution  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  refpectively,  towards  the  expen- 
diture of  the  united  kingdom  in  each  year,  lliall  be  defrayed  in  the  propor- 
tion of  fifteen  parts  for  Great  Britain  and  two  parts  for  Ireland  ; and  that  at 
the  expiration  of  the  faid  twenty  years,  the  future  expenditure  of  the  united 
kingdom  (other  than  the  intereft  and  charges  of  the  debt  to  which  either 
country  fliall  be  feparately  liable)  lliall  be  defrayed  in  fuch  proportion  as  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  lhall  deem  juft  and  reafonable  upon  a 
comparifon  of  the  real  value  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  refpectivc 
countries,  upon  an  average  of  the  three  years  next  preceding  the  period  of 
revifion;  or  on  a comparifon  of  the  value  of  the  quantities  of  the  following 
articles  confumed  within  the  refpedlive  countries,  on  a fimilar  average ; viz. 
beer,  fpirits,  fugar,  wine,  tea,  tobacco,  and  malt ; or  according  to  the  ag- 
gregate proportion  refulting  from  both  thefe  confiderations  combined  ; or  on 
a comparifon  of  the  amount  of  income  in  each  country,  eftimated  from  the 
produce  for  the  fame  period  of  a general  tax,  if  fuch  lhall  have  been  impofed 
on  the  fame  deferiptions  of  income  in  both  countries  ; and  that  the  parlia- 
ment of  the  united  kingdom  lhall  afterwards  proceed  in  like  manner  to  revife 
and  fix  the  faid  proportions  according  to  the  fame  rules,  or  any  of  them,  at 
jieriods  not  more  diftant  than  twenty  years,  nor  lefs  than  feven  years  from 
each  other  ; unlefs,  previous  to  any  fuch  period,  the  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom  lhall  have  declared,  as  herein-after  provided,  that  the  expenditure 
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of  the  united  kingdom  diallbe  defrayed  indifcriminately,  by  equal  taxes  im- 
pofed  on  the  like  articles  in  both  countries:  that,  for  the  defraying  the  faid 
expenditure  according  to  the  rules  above  laid  down,  the  revenues  of  Ireland 
fliall  hereafter  conflitute  a confolidated  fund,  which  fliall  be  charged,  in  the 
firfl;  inftance,  with  the  intereft  of  the  debt  of  Ireland,  and  with  the  finking 
fund  applicable  to  the  reduftion  of  the  faid  debt,  and  the  remainder  lhall  be 
applied  towards  defraying  the  proportion  of  the  expenditure  of  the  united 
kingdom,  to  which  Ireland  may  be  liable  in  each  year : that  the  proportion 
of  contribution  to  which  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  will  be  liable,  fliall  be 
raifed  by  fuch  taxes  in  each  country  refpedtively,  as  the  parliament  of  the 
united  kingdom  lhall  from  time  to  time  deem  fit:  provided  always,  that  in 
regulating  the  taxes  in  each  country,  by  which  their  refpe61ive  proportions 
fliall  be  levied,  no  article  in  Ireland  fliall  be  made  liable  to  any  new  or  addi- 
tional duty,  by  which  the  whole  amount  of  duty  payable  thereon  would  ex- 
ceed the  amount  which  will  be  thereafter  payable  in  England  on  the  like  ar- 
ticle : that,  if  at  the  end  of  any  year  any  furplus  fliall  accrue  from  the  reve- 
nues of  Ireland,  after  defraying  the  intereft,  finking  fund,  and  proportional 
contribution  and  feparate  charges  to  which  the  faid  country  fliall  then  be  lia- 
ble, taxes  lhall  be  taken  off  to  the  amount  of  fuch  furplus,  or  the  furplus 
fliall  be  applied  by  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  to  local  purpofes  in 
Ireland,  or  to  make  good  any  deficiency  •which  may  arife  in  the  revenues  of 
Ireland  in  time  of  peace,  or  be  invefted,  b}’^  the  commiflioners  of  the  national 
debt  of  Ireland,  in  the  funds,  to  accumulate  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland  at 
compound  intereft,  in  eafe  of  the  contribution  of  Ireland  in  time  of  w^ar; 
provided  that  the  furplus  fo  to  accumulate  fliall  at  no  future  period  be  fuffered 
to  exceed  the  fum  of  five  millions : that  all  monies  to  be  raifed  after  the  Union, 
by  loan,  in  peace  or  Avar,  for  the  fervice  of  the  united  kingdom  by  the  parlia- 
ment thereof,  fliall  be  confidered  to  be  a joint  debt,  and  the  charges  thereof 
fliall  be  borne  by  the  refpeclive  countries  in  the  proportion  of  their  refpeftive 
contributions;  provided  that,  if  at  any  time,  in  raifing  their  refpedive  con- 
tributions hereby  fixed  for  each  country,  the  parliament  of  the  united  king- 
dom fliall  judge  it  fit  to  raife  a greater  proportion  of  fuch  refpedlivc  contri- 
butions in  one  country  within  the  year  than  in  the  other,  or  to  fet  apart  a 
greater  proportion  of  finking  fund  for  the  liquidation  of  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  loan  raifed  on  account  of  the  one  country  than  that  raifed  on  ac- 
count of  the  other  country,  then  fuch  part  of  the  faid  loan,  for  the  liquida- 
tion 


APPENDIX. 


389 


tion  of  which  different  provifions  fliall  have  been  made  for  the  refpe6five 
countries,  fliall  be  kept  diftindl,  and  fhall  be  borne  by  each  feparately,  and 
only  that  part  of  the  faid  loan  be  deemed  joint  and  common,  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  which  the  refpeftive  countries  fliall  have  made  provifion  in  the  propor- 
tion of  their  refpedive  contributions  : that,  if  at  any  future  day  the  feparate 
debt  of  each  country  refpedively  fliall  have  been  liquidated,  or,  if  the  values 
of  their  refpective  debts  (eftimated  according  to  the  amount  of  the  intereft 
and  annuities  attending  the  fame,  and  of  the  finking  fund  applicable  to  the 
redu6lion  thereof,  and  to  the  period  within  which  the  whole  capital  of  fuch 
debt  fhall  appear  to  be  redeemable  by  fuch  finking  fund)  fliall  be  to  each 
other  in  the  fame  proportion  with  the  refpc6five  contributions  of  each  coun- 
try refpeftively  ; or  if  the  amount  by  which  the  value  of  the  larger  of  fuch 
debts  fliall  vary  from  fuch  proportion,  fhall  not  exceed  one  hundredth  part 
of  the  faid  value  ; and  if  it  fhall  appear  to  the  parliament  of  the  united  king- 
dom, that  the  refpective  circumftances  of  the  two  countries  will  thenceforth 
admit  of  their  contributing  indifcriminately,  by  equal  taxes  impofed  on  the 
fame  articles  in  each,  to  the  future  expenditure  of  the  united  kingdom,  it 
fliall  be  competent  to  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  to  declare,  that 
all  future  expence  thenceforth  to  be  incurred,  together  with  the  intereft  and 
charges  of  all  joint  debts  contracted  previous  to  fuch  declaration,  fliall  be  fo 
defrayed  indifcriminately  by  eijual  taxes  impofed  on  the  fame  articles  in  each 
country,  and  thenceforth  from  time  to  time,  as  circumftances  may  require, 
to  impofe  and  apply  fuch  taxes  accordingly,  fubjeCt  only  to  fuch  particular 
exemptions  or  abatements  in  Ireland,  and  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  as  circumftances  may  appear  from  time  to  time  to  demand : that, 
from  the  period  of  fuch  declaration,  it  fliall  no  longer  be  necelTary  to  regulate 
tlie  contribution  of  the  two  countries  towards  the  future  expenditure  of  the 
united  kingdom,  according  to  any  fpecific  proportion,  or  according  to  any 
of  the  rules  herein  before  preferibed  ; provided  neverthelefs,  that  the  intereft 
or  charges  which  may  remain  on  account  of  any  part  of  the  feparate  debt  with 
Avhich  either  country  fliall  be  chargeable,  and  which  fliall  not  be  liquidated 
or  confolidated  proportionably  as  above,  fliall,  until  extinguillicd,  continue 
to  be  defrayed  by  feparate  taxes  in  each  country  : that  a fum,  not  lefs  than 
the  fum  which  has  been  granted  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland  on  the  average 
of  fix  years  immediately  preceding  the  firft  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred,  in  premiums  for  the  internal  encouiagement  of 
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agriculture  or  manufa6i:ures,  or  for  the  maintaining  inftitutions  for  pious  and 
charitable  purpofes,  lliall  be  applied,  for  the  period  of  twenty  years  after  the 
Union,  to  fuch  local  purpofes  in  Ireland,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  parliament 
of  the  united  kingdom  diall  dire6t:  that,  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  all  public  rev^enue  arifmg  to  the 
united  kingdom  from  the  territorial  dependencies  thereof,  and  applied  to  the 
general  expenditure  of  the  united  kingdom,  iliall  be  fo  applied  in  the  propor- 
tions of  the  refpedtive  contributions  of  the  tw^o  countries. 

Art.  VIII.  That  it  be  the  eighth  article  of  the  Union,  that  all  laws  in 
force  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  and  all  the  courts  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiction  within  the  refpe6tive  kingdoms,  lliall  remain  as  now  by  law  efta- 
blilhed  within  the  fame,  fubjeft  only  to  fuch  alterations  and  regulations  from 
time  to  time  as  circumltances  may  appear  to  the  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom  to  require  ; provided  that  all  writs  of  error  and  appeals,  depending 
at  the  time  of  the  Union  or  hereafter' to  be  brought,  and  which  might  no^f 
be  finall}^  decided  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  either  kingdom,  diall,  from  and 
and  after  the  L^nion,  be  finally  decided  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  united 
kingdom ; and  provided  that,  from  and  after  the  Union,  there  lliall  remain 
in  Ireland  an  inftance  court  of  admiralty,  for  the  determination  of  caufes, 
civil  and  maritime  only,  and  that  the  appeal  from  fentences  of  the  faid  court 
lliall  be  to  his  majefty’s  delegates  in  his  court  of  chancery  in  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  called  Ireland ; and  that  all  laws  at  prefent  in  force  in  either 
kingdom,  which  diall  be  contrary  to  any  of  the  provifions  which  nia}'  be  en- 
acted by  any  a6t  for  carrying  thefe  articles  into  efledt,  be  from  and  after  the 
L^nion  repealed. 

And  whereas  the  faid  articles  having,  by  addrefs  of  the  refpedive  houfes  of 
parliament  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  been  humbly  laid  before  his  majefty, 
his  majefty  has  been  gracioudy  pleafed  to  approve  the  fame  ; and  to  recom- 
mend it  to  his  two  houfes  of  parliament  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  con- 
lider  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  necelfary  for  giving  elfeft  to  the  faid  arti- 
cles.: in  order,  therefore,  to  give  full  effect  and  validity  to  the  fame,  be  it 
ena6led  b}’  the  king's  moft  excellent  majefty,  by  and  witli  the  advice  and  < 
confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent 
])arlianient  affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  faid  fore- 
going recited  articles,  each  and  every  one  of  them,  according  to  the  true 
import  and  tenor  thereof,  be  ratified,  confirmed,  and  approved,  and  be  and  ^ 
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they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  the  articles  of  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  the  fame  diall  be  in  force  and  liave  effe6l  for  ever,  from  the  firft 
day  of  January,  which  lhall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand  eio-ht 
hundred  and  one ; provided  that,  before  that  period  an  a6l  fhall  have  been 
palled  by  the  narliament  of  Ireland,  for  carrying  into  effedl,  in  the  like  man- 
ner, the  faid  foregoing-  recited  articles. 

II.  And  whereas  an  aft,  intituled,  “ An  Aft  to  regulate  the  j\Iode  by 
“ which  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons,  to  fervein  the 
“ Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  Part  of  Ireland,  diall  be  fum- 
“ moned  and  returned  to  the  faid  Parliament,”  has  been  palled  by  the 
parliament  of  Ireland ; the  tenor  whereof  is  as  follows ; an  aft  to  regulate 
the  mode  by  which  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons,  to 
ferve  in  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  lhall 
be  fummoned  and  returned  to  the  faid  parliament.  Whereas  it  is  agreed  by 
the  fourth  article  of  Union,  that  four  lords  fpiritual  of  Ireland,  by  rotation 
of  felfions,  and  twenty-eight  lords  temporal  of  Ireland,  elected  for  life  by 
the  peers  of  Ireland,  lhall  be  the  number  to  fit  and  vote  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom ; and 
one  hundred  commoners  (two  for  each  county  of  Ireland,  two  for  the  city 
of  Dublin,  tw'o  for  the  city  of  Cork,  one  for  the  College  of  the  Holy  Tri- 
nity of  Dublin,  and  one  for  each  of  the  thirty-one  moft  confiderable  cities, 
towns,  and  boroughs)  be  the  number  to  fit  and  vote  on  the  part  of  Ireland 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom;  be  it 
enafted  by  the  king's  mod;  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  parliament 
alfembled,  and  by  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  faid  four  lords  fpiritual 
lhall  be  taken  from  among  the  lords  fpiritual  of  Ireland  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing; that  is  to  fay,  that  one  of  the  four  archbilhops  of  Ireland,  and  three 
of  the  eighteen  bilhops  of  Ireland,  lhall  lit  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the 
united  parliament  in  each  feffion  thereof,  the  faid  right  of  fitting  being  re- 
gulated as  between  the  faid  archbifliops  refpeftively  by  a rotation  among  the 
archiepifcopal  fees  from  feflion  to  feflion,  and  in  like  manner  that  of  the 
bilhops  by  a like  rotation  among  the  epifcopal  fees  : that  the  primate  of  all 
Ireland  for  the  time  being  lhall  fit  in  the  firft  feflion  of  the  parliament  of  the 
united  kingdom,  the  archbilhop  of  Dublin  for  the  time  being  in  the  fecond, 
the  archbilhop  of  Cafliel  for  the  time  being  in  the  third,  and  the  Arch- 
billiop  of  Tuam  for  the  time  being  in  the  fourth,  and  fo  by  rotation  of  fef- 
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lions  for  ever,  fucli  rotation  to  proceed  regularly  and  without  interruption 
from  feflion  to  feffion,  notwithftanding  any  diffolution  or  expiration  of  parlia- 
ment: that  three  futfragan  bilhops  fliall  in  like  manner  fit  according  to  rota- 
tion of  their  fees,  from  fefiion  to  feffion  in  the  following  order;  the  Lord  Billiop 
of  Meath,  the  Lord  Biihop  of  Kildare,  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Derry,  in  the  firft 
feffion  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom ; the  Lord  Bifiiop  of  Raphoe, 
the  Lord  Biffiop  of  Limerick,  Ardfert  and  Aghadoe,  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Dro- 
more  in  the  fecond  feffion  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom;  the  Lord 
Bifliop  of  Elphin,  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Down  and  Connor,  the  Lord  Bifliop 
of  Waterford  and  Lifmore,  in  the  third  feffion  of  the  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom ; the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Leighlin  and  Ferns,  the  Lord  Bifliop  of 
Cloyne,  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Cork  and  Rofs,  in  the  fourth  feffion  of  the  par- 
liament of  the  united  kingdom ; the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Killaloe  and  Kilfenora, 
the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Kilmore,  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Clogher,  in  the  fifth  feffion 
of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom ; the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Offory,  the 
Lord  Bifliop  of  Killala  and  Achonr}'^,  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Clonfert  and  Kil- 
niacduagh,  in  the  fixth  feffion  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  ; 
the  faid  rotation  to  be  neverthelefs  fuhjedt  to  fnch  variation  therefrom  from 
time  to  time  as  is  herein-after  provided  : that  the  faid  tAventy-eight  lords 
temporal  fliall  be  chofen  by  all  the  temporal  peers  of  Ireland  in  the  manner 
herein-after  provided  ; that  each  of  the  faid  lords  temporal  fo  chofen  fliall  be 
entitled  to  fit  in  the  Iloufe  of  Lords  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  king- 
dom during  his  life;  and  in  cafe  of  his  death,  or  forfeiture  of  any  of  the 
faid  lords  temporal,  the  temporal  peers  of  Ireland  fliall,  in  the  manner  herein- 
after provided,  choofe  another  peer  out  of  their  own  number  to  fupply  the 
place  fo  vacant.  And  be  it  enabled,  that  of  the  one  hundred  commoners  to 
fit  on  the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  united  parliament,  fixty-four  fliall  be  chofen 
for  the  counties,  and  thirty-fix  for  the  following  cities  and  boroughs,  viz. 
for  each  county  of  Ireland  two  ; for  the  city  of  Dublin  two ; for  city  of  Cork 
two;  for  the  College  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Dublin  one;  for  the  city  of 
aterford  one  ; for  the  city  of  Limerick  one  ; for  the  borough  of  Belfaft  one; 
for  the  county  and  town  of  Drogheda  one ; for  the  county  and  town  of  Car- 
rickfergus  one;  for  the  borough  of  Newry  one;  for  the  city  of  Kilkenny 
one;  for  the  city  of  Londonderry  one;  for  the  toivn  of  Galway  one ; for 
the  borough  of  Clonmell  one ; for  the  town  of  Wexford  one ; for  the  town 
of  Youghall  one;  for  the  town  of  Bandon  Bridge  one  ; for  the  borough  of 
Armagh  one ; for  the  borough  of  Dundalk  one ; for  the  town  of  Kinfale  one  ; 
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for  the  borough  of  Lifburne  one ; for  the  borough  of  Sligo  one ; for  the  bo- 
rough of  Catherlough  one ; for  the  borough  of  Ennis  one ; for  the  borough 
of  Dungarvan  one;  for  the  borough  of  Downpatrick  one;  for  the  borough 
of  Colraine  one;  for  the  town  of  Mallow  one;  for  the  borough  of  Athlone 
one ; for  the  town  of  New  Rofs  one;  for  the  borough  of  Tralee  one;  for  the 
city  of  Caflielone;  for  the  borough  of  Dungannon  one;  for  the  borough  of 
Portarlington  one  ; for  the  borough  of  Ennilkillen  one.  And  be  it  enacted, 
that  in  cafe  of  the  fummoning  of  a new  parliament,  or  if  the  feat  of  any  of 
the  faid  commoners  lhall  become  vacant  by  death  or  otherwife,  then  the  faid 
counties,  cities,  or  boroughs,  or  any  of  them,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  lliall  pro- 
ceed to  a new  ele6tion ; and  that  all  the  other  towns,  cities,  corporations,  or 
boroughs,  other  than  the  aforefaid,  lhall  ceafe  to  eledt  reprefentatives  to  fervc 
in  parliament ; and  no  meeting  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  fummoned^ 
called,  convened,  or  held,  for  the  purpofe  of  eledting  any  perfon  or  peiTons 
\ to  ferve  or  aft,  or  be  confidered  as  reprefentative  or  reprefentatives  of  any  other 
place,  toAvn,  city,  corporation,  or  borough,  other  than  the  aforefaid,  or  as  re- 
prefentative or  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen,  freeholders,  houfeholders,  or 
inhabitants  thereof,  either  in  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  or  elfe-  v 
where,  (unlefs  it  ihall  hereafter  be  otherwife  provided  by  the  parliament  of 
the  united  kingdom  ;)  and  every  perfon  fummoning,  calling,  or  holding  any 
fuch  meeting  or  affembly,  or  taking  any  part  in  fuch  eleflion  or  pretended 
eleflion,  fliall,  being  tliereofduly  convified,  incur  and  fuffer  the  pains  and  pe- 
nalties ordained  and  provided  by  the  ftatute  of  provifion  and  prsmunire,  made 
in  the  fixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  the  Second.  For  the  due  eleftion 
of  the  perfons  to  be  chofen  to  fit  in  the  refpeflive  houfes  of  parliament  of  the 
united  kingdom  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  be  it  enacted,  that  on  the  day 
following  that  on  which  the  aft  for  eftablifliing  the  Union  fliall  liave  received 
the  royal  aflent,  the  primate  of  all  Ireland,  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Meath,  the 
Lord  Bifliop  of  Kildare,  and  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Derry,  fliall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  the  reprefentatives  of  the  lords  fpiritual  of  Ireland  in 
the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  for  the  firft  feffion  thereof ; and  that 
the  temporal  peers  of  Ireland  fliall  alfemble  at  twelve  of  the  clock  on  the 
fame  day  as  aforefaid,  in  the  now  accuftonied  place  of  meeting  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  of  Ireland,  and  fliall  then  and  there  proceed  to  eleft  twenty-eight 
lords  temporal  to  reprefent  the  peerage  of  Ireland  in  the  parliament  of  the 
VoL.  11.  8 » united 
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united  kingdom,  in  the  following  manner ; that  is  to  fay,  the  names  of  the 
peers  thall  he  called  over  according  to  their  rank,  by  the  clerk  of  the  crown, 
or  his  deputy,  who  iliall  then  and  there  attend  for  that  purpofe ; and  each  of 
the  faid  peers,  who,  previous  to  the  faid  day,  and  in  the  prefent  parliament 
fliall  have  a6tually  taken  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland,  and  who 
fliall  there  have  taken  the  oaths,  and  figned  the  declaration,  which  are  or 
fliall  be  by  law  required  to  be  taken  and  figned  by  the  lords  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  before  they  can  tit  and  vote  in  the  parliament  hereof,  lhall, 
v’hen  his  name  is  called,  deliver,  either  by  himfelf  or  by  his  proxy  (the  name 
of  fiich  proxy  having  been  previoutly  entere<l  in  the  books  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  of  Ireland,  according  to  the  prefent  forms  and  ufages  thereof)  to  the 
clerk  of  the  crown,  or  his  deputy  (who  tliall  then  and  there  attend  for  that 
purpofe),  a lift  of  twenty-eight  of  the  temporal  peers  of  Ireland ; and  the 
clerk  of  the  crown  or  his  deputy  tliall  then  and  there  publicly  read  the  faid 
lifts,  and  lhall  then  and  there  caft  up  the  faid  lifts,  and  publicly  declare  the 
names  of  the  twenty-eight  lords  who  thall  be  chofen  by  the  majority  of  votes 
in  the  faid  lifts,  and  thall  make  a return  of  the  faid  names  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  ; and  the  twenty-eight 
lords  fo  chofen  by  the  majority  of  votes  in  the  faid  lifts  thall,  during  their 
refpe6tive  lives,  lit  as  reprefentatives  of  the  peers  of  Ireland  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  be  entitled  to  receive  writs  of  fummons  to 
that  and  every  fucceeding  parliament ; and  in  cafe  a complete  ele6lion  tliall 
not  be  made  of  the  whole  number  of  twenty-eight  peers,  by  reafon  of  an 
equality  of  votes,  the  clerk  of  the  crown  tliall  return  fuch  number  in  favor 
of  whom  a complete  election  tliall  have  been  made  in  one  lift,  and  in  a fecond 
lift  tliall  return  the  names  of  thofe  peers  who  thall  have  an  equality  of  votes, 
but  in  favor  of  whom,  by  reafon  of  fuch  equality,  a complete  ele6tion  tliall 
not  have  been  made,  and  the  names  of  the  peers  in  the  fecond  lift,  for  whom 
an  equal  number  of  votes  tliall  have  been  fo  given,  thall  be  written  on  pieces 
of  paper  of  a tiniilar  form,  and  tliall  be  put  into  a glafs  by  the  clerk  of  the 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  at  the  table  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  there- 
of, whilft  the  houfe  is  fitting,  and  the  peer  whofe  name  tliall  be  tirtl  drawn 
out  by  the  clerk  of  the  parliament,  thall  be  deemed  the  peer  elected  ; 
and  fo  fucceflively  as  often  as  the  cafe  may  require ; and  whenever 
the  feat  of  any  of  the  tv'enty-eight  lords  temporal  fo  elected  thall  be 
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vacated  ])y  deceafc  or  forfeiture,  the  chancellor,  the  keeper  or  commif- 
fioners  of  the  great  feal  of  the  united  kingdom  for  the  time  being,  upon 
receiving  a certificate  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  any  two  lords  temporal  of 
the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  certifying  the  deceafe  of  fuch  peer, 
or  on  view  of  the  record  of  attainder  of  fuch  peer,  fliall  diredt  a writ  to  be 
iflued  under  the  great  feal  of  the  united  kingdom,  to  the  chancellor,  the 
keeper  or  commiffioners  of  the  great  feal  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  di- 
refting  him  or  them  to  caufe  writs  to  be  ilfued,  by  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in 
Ireland,  to  every  temporal  peer  of  Ireland,  who  lhall  have  fat  and  voted  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland  before  the  Union,  or  whofe  right  to  fit  and 
vote  therein,  or  to  vote  at  fuch  ele61ions,  lhall,  on  claim  made  on  his  behalf, 
have  been  admitted  by  the  Iloufe  of  Lords  of  Ireland  before  the  Union,  or 
after  the  Union  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  united  kingdom  ; and  notice 
fliall  forthwith  be  publilhed  by  the  faid  clerk  of  the  crown,  in  the  London  and 
Dublin  gazettes,  of  the  iffuing  of  fuch  writs,  and  of  the  names  and  titles  of  all 
the  peers  to  whom  the  fame  are  diredled;  and  to  the  faid  waits  there  fliall  be 
annexed  a form  of  return  thereof,  in  which  a blank  fliall  be  left  for  the  name 
of  the  peer  to  be  ele6led,  and  the  faid  writs  fliall  enjoin  each  peer,  within  fifty- 
twm  days  from  the  tefte  of  the  writ,  to  return  the  fame  into  the  crown  office  of 
Ireland  with  the  blank  filled  up,  by  inferting  the  name  of  the  peer  for  whom 
he  fliall  vote,  as  the  peer  to  fucceed  to  the  vacancy  made  by  deniife  or  for- 
feiture as  aforefaid;  and  the  faid  wnitsand  returns  fliall  be  bipartite,  fo  as  that 
the  name  of  the  peer  to  be  chofen  fliall  be  wr  itten  twice,  that  is,  once  on  each 
part  of  fuch  ivrit  and  return,  and  fo  as  that  each  part  may  alfo  be  fubferibed 
by  the  peer  to  whom  the  fame  fliall  be  diredled,  and  likewife  be  fealed  w’ith  his 
feal  of  arms ; and  one  part  of  the  faid  ■writs  and  returns  fo  filled  up,  fub- 
feribed and  fealed  as  above,  fliall  remain  of  record  in  the  crown  office  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  other  part  fhall  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  crowm  to  the 
clerk  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom;  and  no  peer  of  Ireland, 
except  fuch  as  fhall  have  been  ele6led  as  reprefentative  peers  on  the  part  of 
Ireland  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  fliall  there  have 
taken  the  oaths,  and  figned  the  declaration  preferibed  by  law',  fliall,  under 
pain  of  fuffering  fuch  punifliment  as  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  united  king- 
dom may  aw^ard  and  adjudge,  make  a return  to  fuch  writ,  unlefs  he  fhall,  after 
the  iffiiing  thereof,  and  before  the  day  on  which  the  wait  is  returnable,  have 
taken  the  oaths  and  figned  the  declaration  which  are  or  fliall  be  by  law  re- 
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quirecl  to  be  taken  and  fignecl  by  the  lords  of  tlie  united  kingdom,  before 
they  can  fit  and  vote  in  the  parliament  thereof ; which  oaths  and  declaration^ 
fliall  be  either  taken  and  fubfcribed  in  the  court  of  chancery  of  Ireland,  or 
before  one  of  his  majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace  of  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  called  Ireland,  a certificate  whereof,  figned  by  fuch  juftices  of  the 
peace,  or  by  the  regifter  of  the  faid  court  of  chancery,  fliall  be  tranfinitted  by 
fuch  peer  with  the  return,  and  fliall  be  annexed  to  that  part  thereof  remaining 
of  record  in  the  crown  office  of  Ireland;  and  the  clerk  of  the  crown  fliall 
forthwith  after  the  return  day  of  the  writs,  caufe  to  be  publiflied  in  the 
London  and  Dublin  Gazettes,  a notice  of  the  name  of  the  perfon  chofen  by 
the  majority  of  votes;  and  the  peer  fo  chofen  fliall  during  his  life,  be  one  of 
the  peers  to  fit  and  vote  on  the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the 
united  kingdom;  and  in  cafe  the  votes  fliall  be  equal,  the  names  of  fuch  per- 
fons  who  liav^e  an  equal  number  of  votes  in  their  favor,  fliall  be  written  on 
pieces  of  paper  of  a fmiilar  form,  and  fliall  be  put  into  a glafs  by  the  clerk  of 
the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  at  the  table  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
’■wliilft  the  Iroufe  is  fitting,  and  the  peer  whofe  name  fliall  be  firft  drawn  out  by 
the  clerk  of  the  parliament  fliall  be  deemed  the  peer  eledled.  And  be  it 
enafted,  that  in  cafe  any  lord  fpiritual,  being  a temporal  peer  of  the  united 
kingdom,  or  being  a temporal  peer  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called 
Ireland,  fliall  be  chofen  by  the  lords  temporal  to  be  one  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  lords  temporal,  in  every  fuch  cafe,  during  the  lifc'of  fuch  fpiritual  peer 
being  a temporal  peer  of  the  united  kingdom,  or  being  a temporal  peer  of 
that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  fo  chofen  to  reprefent  the 
lords  temporal,  the  rotation  of  reprefentation  of  the  fpiritual  lords  fliall  proceed 
to  the  next  fpiritual  lord,  without  regard  to  fuch  fpiritual  lord  fo  chofen  a 
temporal  peer,  that  is  to  fay,  if  fuch  fpiritual  lord  fliall  be  an  archbifliop,  then 
the  rotation  fliall  proceed  to  the  archbifliop  whofe  fee  is  next  in  rotation,  and 
if  fuch  fpiritual  lord  fliall  be  a fufiVagan  bifliop,  then  the  rotation  fliall  pro- 
ceed to  the  fufifragan  bifliop  whofe  fee  is  next  in  rotation.  And  whereas  by 
the  faid  fourth  article  of  Union  it  is  agreed,  that,  if  his  majefty  fliall,  on  or 
before  the  firft  day  of  January  next,  declare,  under  the  great  fcal  of  Great 
Britain,  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  prefen t par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  fliould  be  the  members  of  the  refpe<5live  houfes  of  the 
firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  then  the 
lords  and  commons  of  the  prefeiit  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fliall  ac- 
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eorclingly  be  the  members  of  the  refpe6iive  lioufes  of  the  firft  parliament  of 
the  united  kingdom  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain ; be  it  enacted,  for  and  in 
tliat  cafe  only,  that  the  prefent  members  of  the  thirty-two  counties  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  two  members  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  the  two  members  for 
the  city  of  Cork,  fliall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  by  virtue  of  this 
a61:,  members  for  the  faid  counties  and  cities  in  the  firft  parliament  of  the 
united  kingdom;  and  that,  on  a day  and  hour  to  be  appointed  by  his  ma- 
jefty  under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  previous  to  the  firft  day  of  January  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one,  the  members  then  fervingfor  the  college  of 
the  Holy  Trinity  of  Dublin,  and  for  each  of  the  following  cities  or  boroughs, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  city  of  Waterford,  city  of  Limerick,  borough  of  Belfaft, 
county-  and  tOAvn  of  Drogheda,  county  and  town  of  Carrickfergus,  borough 
of  Newry,  city  of  Kilkenny,  city  of  Londonderry,  town  of  Galway,  borough 
of  Clonmel],  town  of  Wexford,  town  of  Youghall,  town  of  Bandon-Bridge, 
borough  of  Armagh,  borough  of  Dundalk,  town  of  Kinfale,  borough  of 
Lilburne,  borough  of  Sligo,  borough  of  Catherlough,  borough  of  Ennis,  bo- 
rough of  Dungarvon,  borough  of  Downpatrick,  borough  of  Coleraine,  town 
of  Mallow,  borough  of  Athlone,  town  of  New  Rofs,  borough  of  Tralee,  city 
of  Cathel,  borough  of  Dungannon,  borough  of  Portarlington,  and  borough 
of  Ennifkillen,  or  any  live  or  more  of  them,  fliall  meet  in  the  now  ufual  place 
of  meeting  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  and  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers then  ferving  for  the  faid  places  and  boroughs,  fliall  be  written  on  feparate 
pieces  of  paper,  and  the  faid  papers  being  folded  up,  fliall  be  placed  in  a glafs 
or  glaffes,  and  fliall  fucceffively  be  drawn  thereout  by  the  clerk  of  the  crown, 
or  his  deputy,  who  fliall  then  and  there  attend  for  that  purpofe ; and  the  firft 
drawn  name  of  a member  of  each  of  the  aforefaid  places  or  boroughs  fliall  be 
taken  as  the  name  of  the  member  to  ferve  for  the  faid  place  or  borough  in  the 
firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom ; and  a return  of  the  faid  names  fliall 
be  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  or  his  deputy,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom ; and  a certificate  thereof  fliall 
be  given  refpeftively  by  the  faid  clerk  of  the  crown,  or  his  deputy,  to  each  of 
the  members  whofe  names  fhall  have  been  fo  drawn:  Provided  always,  that 
it  may  be  allowed  to  any  member  of  any  of  the  faid  places  or  boroughs,  by 
perfonal  application,  to  be  then  and  there  made  by  liini  to  the  clerk  of  the 
crown,  or  his  deputy,  or  by  declaration  in  writing  under  his  hand,  to  be  tranf-  • 
mitted  by  him  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  previous  to  the  faid  day  fo  appointed 
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as  above,  to  withdraw  his  name  previous  to  the  drawing  of  the  names  by  lot; 
in  which  cafe,  or  in  that  of  a vacancy  by  death  or  otherwife  of  one  of  the 
members  of  any  of  tlie  faid  places  or  boroughs,  at  the  time  of  fo  drawing  the 
names,  the  name  of  the  other  member  fliall  be  returned  as  aforefaid  as  the 
name  of  the  member  to  ferve  for  fuch  place  in  the  firft  parliament  of  the 
united  kingdom;  or  if  both  members  for  any  fuch  place  or  borough  fliall  fo 
withdraw  their  names,  or  if  there  fliall  be  a vacancy  of  both  members  at  the 
time  aforefaid,  the  clerk  of  the  croMm  fliall  certify  the  fame  to  the  Iloufe  of 
Commons  of  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  fliall  alfo  exprefs, 
in  fuch  return,  whether  any  writ  fliall  then  have  ifiiied  for  the  eleftion  of  a 
member  or  members  to  fupply  fuch  vacancy ; and  if  a writ  fliall  fo  have  iflued 
for  the  ele6tion  of  one  member  only,  fuch  writ  fliall  be  fuperfeded,  and  any 
election  to  be  thereafter  made  thereupon  fliall  be  null  and  of  no  effe6t;  and  if 
fuch  writ  fliall  have  ifiiied  for  the  eleftion  of  two  members,  the  faid  two  mem- 
bers fliall  be  chofen  accordingly,  and  their  names  being  returned  by  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom,  one  of  the  faid  names  fliall  then  be  drawn,  by  lot,  in  fuch  manner 
and  time  as  the  faid  Houfe  of  Commons  fliall  dire6t;  and  the  perfon  whofe 
name  fliall  be  fo  drawn,  fliall  be  deemed  to  be  the  member  to  fit  for  fuch  place 
in  the  firft  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom;  but  if,  at  the  time  aforefaid, 
no  writ  fliall  have  iflued  to  fupply  fuch  vacancy,  none  fliall  thereafter  ilfue 
until  the  fame  be  ordered  by  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  par- 
liament of  the  united  kingdom,  as  in  the  cafe  of  any  other  vacancy  of  a feat 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom.  And 
be  it  ena6led,  that  whenever  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  fliall,  by 
proclamation  under  the  great  feal  of  the  united  kingdom,  fummon  a new 
parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  chan- 
cellor, keeper,  or  commiffioners  of  the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  fliall  caufe  writs 
to  be  iflued  to  the  feveral  counties,  cities,  the  college  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of 
Dublin,  and  boroughs  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  fpe- 
cified  in  this  act,  for  the  elediion  of  members  to  ferve  in  the  parliament  of  the 
united  kingdom,  according  to  the  numbers  herein-before  fet  forth ; and 
whenever  any  vacancy  of  a feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  or  the  parliament 
of  the  united  kingdom,  for  any  of  the  faid  counties,  cities,  or  boroughs,  or 
for  the  faid  college  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Dublin,  fliall  arife,  by  death  or 
otherwife,  the  chancellor,  keeper,  or  commiffioners  of  the  great  feal,  upon 
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fuch  vacancy  being  certified  by  them  refpedively,  by  the  proper  warrant, 
iliall  forthwith  caufe  a writ  to  iflue  for  the  eledion  of  a perfon  to  fill  up  fuch 
vacancy;  and  fuch  writ,  and  the  returns  thereon,  refpeftively  being  returned 
into  the  crown  office  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  ffiall 
from  thence  be  tranfmitted  to  the  crown  office  in  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  called  England,  and  be  certified  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  like  returns  have  been  ufually  or  ffiall  hereafter  be 
certified ; and  copies  of  the  faid  writs  and  returns,  attefted  by  the  chancellor, 
keeper  or  cominiffioners  of  the  great  feal  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  ffiall 
be  prefervcd  in  the  crown  office  of  Ireland,  and  fiiall  be  evidence  of  fuch  writs 
and  returns,  in  cafe  the  original  writs  and  returns  ffiall  be  loft;  beitena6ted, 
that  the  faid  act,  fo  herein  recited,  be  taken  as  a part  of  this  a6t,  and  be 
deemed  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  incorporated  within  the  fame. 

III.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  great  feal  of  Ireland  may,  if  his  majefty 
ftiall  fo  think  fit,  after  the  Union,  be  ufed  in  like  manner  as  before  the  Union, 
except  where  it  is  otherwife  provided  by  the  foregoing  articles,  within  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland;  and  that  his  majefty  may,  fo 
long  as  he  ffiall  think  fit,  continue  the  privy  council  of  Ireland  to  be  his  privy 
council  for  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland. 


No.  CXXIV. 

Second  Proclamation  on  the  Union,  {Page  1067.) 

GEORGE  R. 

WHEREAS,  by  the  firft  article  of  the  articles  of  Union  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  the  fame  have  been  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  two  acts  of  parliament,  the  one  made  in  our  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  other  in  our  parliament  of  Ireland,  it  was  provided, 
that  the  enfigns,  armorial  flags,  and  banners  of  our  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ffiould  be  fuch  as  we  fliould  appoint  by  our  royal 
proclamation  under  the  great  feal  of  our  faid  united  kingdom ; and  whereas 
we  have  by  our  royal  proclamation,  dated  this  day,  appointed  and  declared, 
that  the  arms  or  enfigns  armorial  of  the  faid  united  kingdom  fliould  be  as 

therein 


400 


APPENDIX. 


therein  expreffecl,  and  whereas,  according  to  ancient  ufage,  the  enfigns,  flags, 
jacks,  and  pendants,  worn  by  our  fliips,  and  appointed  as  a dittinclion  for 
the  fame,  ought  not  to  be  worn  on  board  any  fliip  or  veflel  belonging  to  any 
of  our  fubjefts,  fo  that  our  fliips  and  thofe  of  our  fubje6ts  may  be  eafily  dif- 
tinguiflied  and  known:  We  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
advife  of  our  privy  council,  to  order  and  appoint  the  enflgns,  defcribed  on  the 
fide  or  margin  hereof,  to  be  worn  on  board  all  lliips  or  veflels  belonging  to 
any  of  our  fubjedls  whatfoever;  and  to  ifliie  this  our  royal  proclamation  to 
notify  the  fame  to  all  our  loving  fubjedls,  hereby  ftri611y  charging  and  com- 
manding the  mafters  of  all  merchant  fhips  and  veflels  belonging  to  any  of  our 
fubjefts,  Avhether  employed  in  our  fervice  or  otherwife,  and  all  other  perfons 
whom  it  may  concern,  to  wear  the  faid  enfign  on  board  their  fliips  or  veflels. 
And  to  the  end  that  none  of  our  fubjeds  may  prefume,  on  board  their  fliips, 
to  wear  our  flags,  jacks,  and  pendants,  ivliich,  according  to  ancient  ufage 
have  been  appointed  as  a diftin6lion  to  our  fliips;  or  any  flags,  jacks,  or  pen- 
dants, in  fhape  and  mixture  of  colours  fo  far  refembliiig  ours  as  not  to  be  eafily 
difiinguilhed  therefrom:  We  do  with  the  advice  of  our  privy  counfel,  hereby 
ftriftly  charge  and  command  all  our  fubjedts  whatfoever,  that  they  do  not 
prefume  to  wear,  in  any  of  their  fhips  or  veffels,  our  jack  commonly  called  the 
union  jack,  nor  any  pendants,  nor  any  fiicli  colours  as  are  ufually  borne  by 
our  fliips,  without  particular  warrant  for  their  fo  doing  from  us,  or  our  high 
admiral  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  comniifTioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
high  admiral  for  the  time  being:  And  we  do  hereby  alfo  further  command 
all  our  loving  fubje^fs,  that,  without  fuch  warrant  as  aforcfaid,  they  prefume 
not  to  wear  on  board  their  fhips  or  veffels  any  flags,  jacks,  pendants,  or  co- 
lours, made  in  imitation  of  or  refembling  ours,  or  any  kind  of  pendant  what- 
foever, or  any  other  enfign  than  the  enfign  defcribed  on  the  fide  or  margin 
hereof,  which  fliall  be  worn  infiead  of  the  enfign  before  this  time  ufually  worn 
in  merchant  fliips;  faving,  that  for  the  better  diftin6tion  of  fuch  fliips  as  fhall 
have  commiflions  of  letters  of  marque  or  reprifals  againfl  the  enemy,  and  any 
other  fhips  or  veffels  which  may  be  employed  by  the  principal  officers  and 
commiflioners  of  our  navy,  the  principal  officers  of  our  ordnance,  the  com 
miflioners  for  vi6tualling  our  navy,  the  commiflioners  of  our  cuffoms  and 
excife,  and  the  commiflioners  for  tranfportation  for  our  fervice,  relating  par- 
ticularly to  thofe  officers,  our  royal  will  and  pleafure  is^  that  all  fuch  fliips  as 
.have  commiffious  or  letters  of  marque  or  reprifajs  fhall,- befides  the  colours  or 
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cnfign  hereby  appointed  to  be  M orn  by  merchant  iliips,  wear  a red  jack  Avith 
a union  jack,  defcribed  in  a canton  at  the  upper  corner  thereof  next  theftaif; 
and  that  fiicli  Ihips  and  A’cflels  as  diall  be  employed  for  our  fervice  by  tlie 
principal  officers  and  commiffioners  of  our  uaA’y,  the  principal  officers  of  our 
ordnance,  the  commiffioners  for  A'iftualling  our  naAT,  the  commiffioners  for 
our  cuftoms  and  excife,  and  the  commiffioners  for  tranfportation  for  our 
fervice,  relating  particularly  to  thofe  officers,  fliall  Avear  a red  jack,  Avith  a 
union  jack  in  a canton  at  the  upper  corner  thereof,  next  the  ftaffias  aforefaid, 
and  in  the  other  part  of  the  faid  jack  lhall  be  defcribed  the  leal  ufed  in  fuch 
of  the  refpecti\’e  offices  aforefaid,  by  Avhich  the  faid  Ihips  and  velfels  diall  be 
employed.  And  Ave  do  ftriftly  charge  and  command,  that  none  of  our  loving 
fubjects  do  prefume  to  Avear  any  of  the  faid  diftindiion  jacks,  unlefs  they  lhall 
haA'e  commiffions  of  letters  of  marque  or  reprifals,  or  be  employed  in  our  fer- 
vice by  any  of  the  before-mentioned  officers.  And  Ave  hereby  require  our 
high  admiral,  and  commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  high  admiral,  the 
governors  of  our  forts  and  caftles,  the  officers  of  our  cuftoms,  and  the  com- 
manders or  officers  of  any  of  our  Ihips  for  the  time  being,  upon  their  meeting 
Avith,  or  otheiAvife  obferving  any  Ihips  or  velfels  belonging  to  any  of  our  fub- 
jeets,  neglecting  to  Avear  the  enlign  hereby  aj)j)ointed  to  be  borne  as  aforefaid, 
or  Avearing  any  flag,  pendant,  jack,  or  enlign,  contrary  hereunto,  Avhether  at 
fea  or  in  port,  not  only  to  feize,  or  caufe  to  be  fortliAvith  feized,  fuch  flag,  pen- 
dant, jack,  or  enfign,  Avorn  contrary  to  our  royal  Avill  and  pleafure  herein 
exprelfed,  but  alfo  to  return  the  names  of  fuch  fliips  and  velfels  neglecting  to 
Avear  the  enfign  hereby  appointed,  or  Avearing  any  flag,  pendant,  jack,  or 
enfign,  contrary  hereunto,  together  Avith  the  names  of  their  refpe6tive  matters 
or  commanders,  unto  our  high  admiral,  or  commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  high  admiral,  or  the  judge  of  our  high  court  of  admiralty  for  the  time 
being,  to  the  end  that  all  perfons  offending  may  be  duly  punilhed  for  the  fame. 
And  we  do  hereby  command  and  enjoin  the  judge  and  judges  of  our  high 
court  of  admiralty  for  the  time  being,  that  they  make  firi6t  inquiry  con- 
cerning all  fuch  offenders,  and  caufe  them  to  be  duly  puniflied;  And  all  vice 
admirals  and  judges  of  the  vice  admiralties  are  hereby  alfo  required  to  pro- 
ceed in  like  manner  within  the  fe\’cral  ports  and  places  belonging  to  their 
refpective  precincts.  And  our  further  pleafure  is,  that  this  proclamation  lhall 
take  place  according  to  the  times  hereafter  mentioned ; viz.  for  all  Ihips  in 
the  Channel  or  Britilh  Seas,  and  in  the  North  Seas,  after  twehTclays  from  the 
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date  of  thefe  prefents,  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Channel  unto  Cape  Saint 
Vincent,  after  fix  weeks  from  the  date  of  thefe  prefents;  and  beyond  the 
Cape,  and  on  this  fide  the  Equinoxial  Line,  as  well  in  the  Ocean  and  Me- 
diterranean as  elfewhere,  after  ten  weeks  from  the  date  of  thefe  prefents ; and 
beyond  the  Line,  after  the  fpace  of  eight  months  from  the  date  of  thefe 
prefents. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James’s,  the  firft  day  of  January,  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  one,  in  the  forty-firft  year  of  our  reign. 


GOD  SAVE  THE  KING ! 


FINIS. 


C.  Roworth,  Printer, 

Bell  Yard,  Fleet  Street. 


ALPHABETICAL  INDEX 


T O 

THE  SECOND  PART 

OF  THE 


SECOND  VOLUME. 


A. 

ABERCROMBIE,  Gen.  difapproves  of  burning 
houfes  and  free  quarters,  860. 

Ac/iefon,  Hon.  Major,  againft  Union,  848. 
Addington,  Right  Hon.  Mr.  fpeech  in  favor  of 
Union,  909  to  9 12. 

Addre/s  voted  by  the  commons  to  the  lord-lieute- 
nant, approving  vigorous  meafures,  691 . 
Of  the  Britifh  peers  to  the  king,  that  they 
will  confiderthe  Union,,  8I7. 

Ditto  of  the  commons  on  ditto,  ib. 

Of  Galway  for  Union,  919. 

Of  both  houfes  of  Britifli  parliament  for 
Union,  947-8. 

Of  both  houfes  of  Irilli  parliament,  with 
the  articles  of  union,  1045. 

Aggregate  mettmg,  vide  Dublin. 

Amnejly,  aft  of,  propofed  and  paffed,  774. 
Antrim,  taken  by  rebels,  abandoned,  768. 
Anti-Unionifts,  their  joy  in  Ireland  on  defeat  of 
minifters,  and  honors  paid  to 
Mr.  Fofter,  914.  and  Appendix 
No.  CXVII. 

Catholic  of  Dublin,  their  meeting 
and  refolutions,  98O-I-2-3. 
Triumvirate  Marquis  Downfliire, 
Earl  Charlemont,  and  Mr.  B. 
Ponfonby,  978,  1033. 

Archdall,  Colonel,  againft  Union. 

Mr.  R.  for  difcuITing  queftion  of  Union, 
848. 


Arkto-x,  garrifon  of,  treat  brutally  the  inhabitants 
of  Gorey,  725. 

Battle  of,  737-8-9. 

Army  more  favage  in  fome  inftances  tlian  the 
rebels,  704-5,  7 08 

Savage  in  their  retreat  from  Wexford, 
723,  764. 

Difgraceful  retreat  of,  at  Caftlebar,  794 
Number  on  the  Britilh  eftabliftiraent  ferr- 
ing  in  Ireland  in  1799,  921- 
Articles  of  Union,  1043,  and  Appendix  CXIX. 
Attainder,  aft  of,  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
Mr.  C.  Grogan,  and  B.  B.  Harvey, 
condemned  by  many,  784 
Attorney  General  for  Union,  989. 

Oppofition  motion  for  diflblu- 
lution,  1042. 

Auckland,  Lord,  for  Union,  936-7. 

B. 

Babes  of  the  Wood  of  Killaugram,  who,  781 
Bagxell,  Colonel,  for  Union,  848. 

Expofes  the  infamy  of  Judkin  Fitzgc* 
raid,  957-8. 

Sides  with  the  landed  property  againft 
Union,  1002. 

Ball,  Mr.  againft  Union,  847. 

Baltinglufs,  rebels  defeated  at,  704. 

Bankes,  Mr.  againft  Union,  9O9,  1061. 

Bar,  Meeting  on  the  Union  in  December,  1795, 
820. 

« E S 


INDEX. 


Bar,  A majority  of  134  againfl;  it,  821. 
Barrington,  (Judge  of  the  Admiralty)  vehement 
againfl:  Union,  834  to  837^  QlG, 
993. 

BeUamont,  Lord,  againfl;  Union,  1044. 

Bercsford,  Mr.  J.  C.  againfl  Union,  846. 

Arraigns  minifters  for  unfair  ufe  of  pa- 
tronage, 972. 

Pledges  after  Union  to  fupport  Catho- 
lic claims,  1021. 

Beresford  Counfellor  John,  for  Union,  859. 
B.'aquicre,  Sir  John,  for  Union,  838,  89 1. 

Bloody  Friday,  why  fo  called,  764-5. 

Bolton,  Lord,  for  Union,  1062. 

Bonington,  Lord,  for  Union,  947. 

Boroughs,  Mr.  againfl  Union,  1021. 

Boroughs,  recompence  to  proprietors  of,  oppofed 
Ijy  Melfrs.  Plunket  and  Goold,  1041 
Ditto  by  Meflrs.  Saurin,  J.  C.  Beres- 
ford, and  Dawfon,  1067. 

Boyd,  Captain  of  the  Wexford  cavalry,  feizes 
RIeflrs.  Harvey,  Colclough,  and  Fitzge- 
rald, and  fends  them  on  an  embalfy  to 
Ennifcorthy,  efteSs  thereof,  7 20. 

His  houfe  plundered  by  the  rebels,  724. 
Broxcn,  Dr.  againfl  Union,  847. 

For  it  upon  maturer  refledion,  99 1 . 
BrOiOn,  Hon.  Denis,  for  Union,  869. 

Mr.  Ifaac  Hawkins,  for  Union,  though 
doubted  the  advantage  of  bringing  100 
Irifli  into  their  houfe,  947. 

Burdctt,  Sir  Francis,  thought  Mr.  Pitt  an  impro- 
per minifler  to  carry  an  Union,  947. 
Buckingham,  Marquis  of,  for  Union,  978. 

Bujh,  Mr.  againfl  Union,  990. 

Byrne,  Mr.  Garret,  obtained  terms  from  General 

Moore,  778. 

'« 

' C. 

Camden,  Lord,  writes  an  official  letter  to  the 
Dukeof  Portland  in  favor  of  yeomen, 
&c.  704. 

Admits  that  rigor  accelerated  rebellion, 
932. 

For  Union,  on  aceount  of  the  vicious 
government  in  Ireland,  ?6.  1062. 
Canning,  Mr.  anfvvers  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  fupports 
Union,  882-3-4. 

Carlijlc,  Earl  of,  for  Union,  936. 

Carlou:,  defeat  of  the  rebels  at,  695-6. 

Canicxi',  defeat  of  the  rebels  near  it  by  200  yeo- 
men, 7 18. 

Attempted  by  rebels,  who  fail,  772. 
Carlton,  Lord,  tor  Union,  1033. 

Carnaervon,  Earl  of,  againfl  Irifli  peers  fitting  in 
the  Commons,  1062. 


Cajhell,  Archbilhop  of,  for  Union,  10S3. 

Caftle  Comer  taken  by  rebels  and  burnt,  771. 

Caftlercagh,  Lord,  oppofes  Colonel  Maxwell’s  mo- 
tion for  maflTacring  the  prifoners, 
692. 

Delivers  a meflTage  from  his  excel- 
lency about  indemnifying  loyalifts, 
&c.  782-3. 

Lays  before  the  commons  papers  for 
a fecret  committee,  783. 

Gives  notice  of  a future  motion  on 
Union,  829.. 

Alleges  his  reafons  for  Union,840- 1 -2 , 

Speech  in  reply  to  Sir  Laurence  Par- 
fons,  855-6-7-8. 

Charged  with  having  uttered  feveral 
abufive  things  of  the  profeflion  and 
country  gentlemen  : petty-fogging, 
lioirnd  Robbins,  and  Cabals,  862-3. 

Propofes  a month’s  adjournment,  915. 

Never  will  bring  forward  the  quef- 
tion  of  Union  whiltj  it  is  not  the 
fenfe  of  the  country,  917. 

Shews  the  neceffity  of  the  Infurredion 

bill,  959. 

Oppofes  the  Regency  bill,  961.' 

Arraigned  of  partiality  in  granting 
and  refufing  the  Efcheatorlhip  of 
Munfler  for  corrupt  purpofes,  968. 

Oppofes  Sir  Laurence  Parfons’  amend- 
ment, 987. 

Communicates  the  addrefs  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  parliament,  and  opens  the  plan 
of  Union,  1004  to  1020. 

His  motion  carried  by  158  againfl 
115,  1024. 

Propofes  compenfation  to  borough 
proprietors,  1041. 

Cenfures  Mr.  Grattan  for  inflamma- 
tory language,  1065-6. 

Catholics  prefent  addrelfes  to  the  lord  lieutenant, 
700,  and  Appendix  CX. 

Defpoiled  by  the  rebels  as  well  as 
Proteftants,  709. 

Chapels  deflroyed  by  troops,  726, 
and  Appendix  CXII. 

A double  number  of  them  killed  for 
any  Proteflants  killed  by  Holt  and 
Hacket,  782. 

Their  emancipation  pledged  for  by 
IVIr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Cornwallis, 
944-5. 

Difpofed  rather  to  Union,  becaufe  the 
Orangemen,  their  enemies,  were 
againfl  it,  979. 

Their  motives,  for  generally  fupport- 
ing  it,  980. 

Catholics 


INDEX. 


Catholics,  the  oppofition  to  the  Union  by  the 
Catholics  of  Dublin,  caufes  fome 
difunion  in  the  body,  98 1. 

Lord  Holland’s  motion  for  a claufe  for 
emancipatinsr  the  Catholics,  neea- 
tived,  1060. 

Clare,  Earl  of,  heads  the  Unionifts,  820. 

Speech  in  favor  of  Union,  10th  February, 
1800,  1025  to  1032. 

Said  to  have  repented  of  the  Union  on  his 
deathbed,  1032. 

Caxcndijh,  Sir  Henry,  for  Lmion,  848,  916. 

Complains  of  perfonal  outrage  from 
mob,  9 18. 

Propofes  to  remove  parliament  to  Cork, 
918. 

Caulfield,  Dr.  Catholic  bifliop  at  Wexford,  jutti- 
fied  by  government,  744. 

His  account  of  the  bloody  feenes  at 
Wexford,  749-50-1. 

His  defence  againft  Sir  Richard  Muf- 
grave,  75G  to  7G0. 

Supported  by  affidavits,  ib.  and  Appen- 
dix, No.  CXV. 

Cliarlemont,  his  exertions  to  oppofe  Union,  978. 

Avows  them  in  Dublin  Evening  Poft, 
1032. 

Clanc,  rebels  repulfed  at,  697. 

Clements,  Lord,  againft  Union,  831. 

Coercion,  Lord  Cornwallis  againft  it,  8O6. 

Mr.  Ogle  for  its  continuance,  8O7. 

Cole,  Lord,  againft  Union,  847. 

Colonel,  ordered  to  Corfli,  and  refufed  the 
Efcheatorlhip  of  Munfter  becaufe  againft 
the  Union,  9G8. 

Conolly  Mr.  for  the  Union,  830. 

Cork,  violent  conteft  there  about  Union,  92O. 
Coofe,  Mr.  for  difeufling  the  queftion  of  Union, 
846. 

Carry,  Lord,  againft  Union,  847. 

Moves  an  addrefs  againft  it  in  nature  of  a 
proteft,  1066,  and  App.  No.  CXX. 
Carry,  Mr.  for  the  Union,  845,  874. 

Replies  to  Mr.  Grattan,  998. 

Cenfures  and  challenges  Mr.  Grattan,  and 
is  wounded,  1035. 

Colclouglt,  Mr.  feized  by  Captain  Bo)'d,  and  fent 
to  Ennifeorthy,  720. 

Returns  and  gives  account  of  his  em- 
bafly,  221 . 

Permitted  to  go  to  his  family,  and 
returns  to  prifon,  ib. 

Taken  by  order  of  General  Lake,  766, 
Executed,  7G7. 

Conucallis  arrives  on  the  20th  of  June,  and 
changes  the  fyftem,  700,773. 


Cornwallis  IlTues  a proclamation  to  encourage 
furrenders,  773,  806. 

Happy  eft'ects  of  his  moderation,  784, 
8O6,  974. 

Marches  with  great  caution  to  meet 
Humbert,  798. 

Speech  to  parliament,  8O8-9. 

Incurs  the  odium  of  Orangemen,  by 
difgracing  Lord  Ennilkillen,  8O6  to 
813. 

Recommends  Union  in  a fpeech  frorn 
the  throne,  825. 

Promotes  Union  out  of  parliament, 

919. 

Canvaffies  fuccefsfully  for  Union,  g22. 
His  pledge  to  the  Catholics  for  pro- 
curing them  emancipation,  945. 
Speech  from  the  throne  on  proroga- 
tion of  parliament,  974-5-6. 
Advances  Union  by  his  progrefs 
through  the  kingdom,  978. 
Mentions  not  Union  in  his  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  984. 

Laft  fpeech  to  the  Irifli  parliament, 
1068-9. 

Crojbie,  Sir  Edward,  condemned  and  executed; 

though  generally  fuppofed  innocent, 

696. 

Crookjhankes,  Mr.  againft  Union,  833. 

D. 

Darnley,  Earl,  for  fufpending  Union,  9S2,  1063. 
Daly,  Mr.  George,  for  Union,  834. 

Mr.  Denis,  againft  Union,  846. 

Daivfon,  Mr.  againft  Union,  848. 

His  amendment  of  the  Infurreftion  bill 
negatived,  939. 

Arraigns  the  minifter  of  partiality,  968. 
Dcxcrcux,  Mr.  Walter,  found  guilty  from  diredl 
perjury,  788. 

Dillon,  Lord,  againft  Union,  1033. 

Dixon,  a rebel  (siptain  at  Wexford,  741 . 

His  charadler  and  conduct,  741-2. 
Executes  fummary  juftice  on  one  Murphy, 
through  whofe  evidence  the  Rev.  Air. 
Dixon  had  been  condemned,  and  fent  to 
Botany  bay,  744. 

Difobeys  the  orders  of  the  general,  and 
prepares  his  wretched  milcreants  for 
general  maffacre,  749. 

Thwarted  by  Mr.  E.  Hay,  and  otliers,  ib. 
His  favage  mode  of  fummary  trial,  ib. 
Dobbs,  Mr.  M.  P.  intermediates  for  propofals  for 
faving  the  lives  of  Meflrs.  O.  Bond, 
Byrne,  &c.  778, 

Againft  Union,  838-9,  860,  1021. 

Dobbs, 
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Dobbs,  commended  by  Lord  Lanfdown,  9.3 ! . 
Donoughmore  for  Union,  as  tending  to  infure  Ca- 
tholic conceflions,  1033. 

Douglas,  Mr.  Sylvefter,  for  Union,  9O8-9, 
Douujhire,  Marquis  of,  his  efl'orts  to  oppofe 
Union,  978. 

Difplaced  and  difgraced,  979. 

Avows  his  exertions  againll  Union 
not  by  money,  1032-3. 

Oppofes  Union  in  the  Britifli  Lords, 
1063. 

Doyle  V.  Fitzgerald,  cafe  of,  816-17. 

‘Dublin,  proclaimed  on  23  May,  686. 

Quiet  by  the  vigilance  of  government, 
692,  703-4. 

All  mailers  deferted  by  their  fervants.  See. 
ib. 

Adverfe  to  union,  821,  863. 

Catholics  of,  oppofe  union,  98O-I. 
Proceedings  of  the  aggregate  meeting 
againll  union,  990,  1000. 

Evening  Poll  calls  the  miniller,  &c.  cor- 
rupt, 919. 

Duigenan,  Dr.  in  favor  of  union,  1023. 
Dunlaxin,  rebels  defeated  at,  704. 

Dundas,  Lieut.  General,  accepted  furrender  of 
Perkins  at  the  Curragh,  705-5. 

Right  Hon.  Mr.  introduces  quellion  of 
union  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
875. 

For  union,  90s,  1047. 

E. 

Edgwortli,  Mr.  againll  Union,  846,  1021-2. 
Egan,  hfr.  againll  Union,  874,  993. 

Elliott,  Mr.  his  humane  condutl  prevents  his  te- 
nants from  joining  in  rebellion,  696. 
Ennifeorthy  taken  by  rebels,  and  the  garrifon  falls 
back  upon  Wexford,  7 1 9. 

Emmett,  Mr.  examination  before  the  fecret  com- 
mittee, advertifement  and  affidavit 
about  it,  803  to  8O6. 

Ennifidllen,  Earl  of,  difqualified  to  fit  on  any  fu- 
ture court-martial  for  his  condudl 
on  the  trial  of  Wollaghan,  8O9  to 
813. 

F.fcbeatorfhip,  the  intent  and  proper  ufe  of,  97O. 
Ej'mond,  Dr.  his  infamous  condudl,  697-8-9. 

F. 

Talkener,  Mr.  Frederick,  againll  union,  commends 
Lord  Camden’s,  and  cenfures  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  adminillration,  830. 
Tarnltam,  Lord,  againll  Union,  1043. 


Faxccctt,  General,  lofes  part  of  his  men  going  to 
the  relief  of  Wexford,  and  retreats, 
722. 

Fife,  Earl  of,  againfl:  Irilh  peers  fitting  in  the 
commons,  1062. 

Fitzgerald,  Lord  Edward,  a6l  for  his  attainder, 
7S4 . 

Fitzgerald,  Mr.  of  Newpark,  feized  by  Captain 
Boyd,  fent  to  Ennifcortliy,  and  de- 
tained by  rebels,  721. 

Obtains  terms  from  Gen.  Moore,  778. 
Major,  invelled  with  extraordinary 
powers  to  forward  a fyllem  of  con- 
ciliation, 784-5. 

Vouches  for  tlie  truth  of  Hay’s  hillory, 
787. 

Fitzgerald,  Judkin,  (the  flogging  llieriff  of  Tip- 
perary), his  conduft  to  Doyle,  and 
acquitted  by  an  Orange  jury,  8 16-7. 
His  petition  for  indemnification  pre- 
fented  to  the  commons  by  Lord 
Matthew,  referred  to  a committee, 
then  cb'opped,  95 0 to  958. 

His  inhumanity  defended,  ib. 
Rewarded  with  a penfion,  958. 
Fitzgerald,  Prime  ferjeant  difmilfed  for  oppofing 
the  Union,  820. 

.Speech  againll  Union,  831-2,  988. 
Brings  in  the  Regency  bill,  960. 
Colonel,  (member  for  Cork)  for  Uni- 
on, 827. 

(Knight  of  Kerry)  for  Union,  832. 
Fitzwilliam,  Earl,  againll  Union,  becaufe  not 
agreeable  to  the  Irilli,  for  Catholic 
emancipation,  and  jullifies  his 
own  condudl,  928-9. 

Againfl  the  Union,  1062. 

Fojlcr,  Right  Hon.  Mr.  heads  the  Anti-Unionifls, 
820. 

His  firll  fpcech  againll  Union  being  on  the 
Regency  bill,  962  to  966. 

Speech  againll  the  plan  of  Union,  1037-8. 
French,  Mr.  againll  Union,  834. 

French,  weaknels  of  government  prevents  their  in- 
vading Ireland,  788. 

They  land  under  Humbert  in  Killala  bay, 

739. 

Commit  no  a6l  of  plunder,  790. 

* Paid  for  what  they  had  in  drafts  on  tiie 

future  Diredlory,  190. 

Deliver  clothing,  arms,  &c.  to  natives, 

791. 

/'reAe,  Sir  John,  againll  Union,  840,  916. 

G. 

Glendorc  for  Union,  1033. 

G/t/ilawlA  for  Union,  1033. 


Gordon 
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Gordon,  Rev.  Mr.  his  hlftory  and  his  candor,  720. 
His  reafoning  on  the  Catholic  priefts  not 
having  fooner  flopped  tlie  matracre, 
761. 

Corel/,  inhabitants  of,  retire  to  Arklow,  where 
they  are  brutally  treated  by  the  army, 
&C.  725. 

Rebels  quit  that  neighbourhood. 

Gosforde,  Vifcount,  commands  at  Naas,  pre- 
pared for  the  rebels,  687. 

His  conduft  tow’ards  Efmond,  699. 
Grogan,  Mr.  Cornelius,  taken,  76C. 

Executed,  though  fuppofed  innocent, 

767- 

Aft  for  his  attainder,  784. 

Government  publifh  unfaithful  accounts,  708-9. 
Grant,  Mr.  for  Union,  905. 

Granurd,  infurreftion  there,  796. 

Quelled  by  Captain  Cottingham,  ib. 
Grattan,  Henry,  his  opinion  about  coercion,  807. 

Entry  into  the  houfe,  and  fpeech  againft 
Union,  993  to  998. 

Grattan,  returns  to  the  favor  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Dublin,  1000-1. 

His  anfwer  to  their  addrefs,  ib. 

Speaks  flrongly  againfl.  Union,  1022-3. 
Replies  to  and  goes  out  on  a challenge  to 
fight  Mr.  Corry,  1035. 

Supports  Sir  John  Parnell’s  motion  for 
dilTolution,  1042. 

Prepofes  to  put  off  Union  bill  to  1 Aug. 
1065. 

Spoke  flrongly  againfl  it,  ib. 

Rejoins  fliarply  to  L.  Caftlereagh,  1066. 
Grenville,  Lord,  introduces  the  queftion  of  Union 
to  the  lords,  875. 

Speech  on  introducing  tire  refolutions, 
1 9 March,  923  to  926. 

Contradifts  Lord  Fitzvvilliam,  929. 
Supports  the  Union,  1045-6. 

For  poftponing  the  Catholic  queftion, 
1060. 

Griffiths,  Capt.  commands  at  Clane  and  marches 
to  Naas,  is  informed  of  Efmond’s  trea- 
fon,  697. 

Grey,  Mr.  againft  Union,  902. 

Strongly  againft  the  principles,  the  mea- 
fure,  and  means  of  canning  Union,  1052 
to  1056. 

Moves  for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  to  direft 
his  minifters  to  fufpend  all  proceedings 
on  Union  till  the  will  of  Ireland  be 
.known,  1056. 

H. 

Haeket,  outftanding  rebel,  78 1. 

Killed  near  Arklow,  782. 


HacketJlo-iVn,  rebels  defeated  at,  702, 

Hamilton,  Mr.  Hans,  againft  Union,  840. 

Hardy,  Major,  his  imprudent  conduft,  737. 

Mr.  againft  Union,  844-5,  990. 

Harvey,  Mr.  Bagnal,  feifed  by  Captain  Boyd  and 
imprifoned,  720. 

Conceals  himfelf  in  the  chimney  f -r  fear 
of  afTalfination  by  the  yeomen,  722. 
Elefted  and  appointed  commander  in 
chief,  729. 

Form  of  his  appointment  iftJune,  1798, 
ib. 

Summons  the  town  of  New  Rofs,  730. 
His  flag  of  tmee  killed  by  a centinel,  730. 
Refigns  in  difguft,  734. 

His  laft  orders  humane,  ib. 

Is  fucceeded  by  Father  Roche,  735. 
Taken  by  orders  of  General  Lake,  766. 
Executed,  767. 

Aft  for  his  attainder,  784. 

Hawkefbury,  Lord,  fupports  Union,  900. 

Hay,  iVIr.  Edward,  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gordon,  742. 
and  Appendix,  CXIII. 

Writes  hiftory  of  infurreftion  of  Wexford, 
never  had  a command  with  the  rebels, 
- 742. 

His  account  of  the  maffacre  at  Wexford, 

755. 

Obnoxious  tothe  Wexford  inquifition,  775-6, 
Hobart,  Lord,  for  Union  on  account  of  the  im- 
perfeft  couftitution  of  Irifh  parliament, 
933. 

Hobhoufe,  Mr.  againft  LTnion,  909. 

Holland,  Lord,  againft  Union,  936,  1046,  1063. 

Moves  for  a claufe  for  emancipating  Ca- 
tholics, 1059. 

Holmes,  Mr,  for  Union,  847. 

Seconds  Lord  Matthew’s  prefentation  of 
Mr.  Judkin  Fitzgerald’s  petition,  958. 
Hompefch,  Ferdinand,  his  dragoons  difgraceful 
atrocities,  764. 

Houfe  of  Commons,  Britifti,  carry  queftion  of 
Union,  149  againft  15,  901. 

Eight  refolutions  pafs  in  committee,  906. 
In  committee  on  articles  of  LTnion,  1049. 
Hoife  of  Commons,  Irifli,  meet  24  May,  691. 
Vote  an  addrefs  to  lord  lieutenant,  ib. 

Fir6  debate  on  Union  lafted  22  hours  and 
the  minifter  carried  it  by  one  voice,  827 
to  852. 

Union  rejefted  by  a majority  of  5,  875. 
Lift  of  divifion.  Appendix  CXVI. 

Majority  of  42  for  Union,  i5Jan.  1800, 
999- 

Divifion  on  Lord  Caftlereagh's  motion  on 
15  Feb.  1800,  158  againft  115,  1024. 
In  committee  on  the  Union  bill,  1034. 

Houfe  „ 
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Hovfe  of  Commons,  fend  a nieflage  to  the  lords, 
that  they  had  approved  the_articles  of 
Union,  1043. 

Bill  for  regulating  the  reprefcntation  of  it 
. in  the  imperial  parliament,  1O03-4. 

Carried  by  a majority  of  35,  10G4. 

Lift  of  voters  for  and  againft  the  Union, 
1067,  Appendix,  CXXII. 

Writs  ilfued  with  a view  to  parliamentary 
arrangements,  ib. 

Holt,  outftanding  rebel,  781. 

Surrenders  to  Lord  Powerfcourt,  782. 
Humbert,  makes  the  bilhop’s  palace  his  head- 
quarters, 790.  t 

Marches  to  Ballina,  thence  to  Caftlebar, 
with  800  French  and  about  1500  re- 
bels, 790. 

Defeats  GOOO  of  our  troops  at  Caftlebar, 

791- 

Joined  by  many  Irifti  peafants,  793. 
Checked  by  Col.  Vereker  witli  200  men, 
794- 

Surrenders  at  Ballynamuck,  8th  Septem- 
ber, 794- 

Hunter,  General,  reconciles  by  a fyftem  of  mode- 
ration and  juftice,  768. 

Excellent  fpeech  on  the  Union,  1 035-G-7. 
Ilutchinjhn,  Mr.  F.  for  Union,  particularly  as  the 
fureft  way  of  emancipating  Catho- 
lics, 972. 

1. 

IriJJi,  call  the  Englillr  Snjfonah,  and  know  them 
only  as  enemies,  70 1-2. 

Jackfon,  the  Narrator  of  the  Wexford  cruelties, 
turns  informer  to  Dixon,  749. 
Infurredion  bill,  oppofed  by  many  on  account  of 
too  large  powers  thereby  vefted  in 
the  lord  lieutenant  for  the  time  be- 
ing, 958-9. 

Johtjbn,  General  defends  New  Rofs  againft  rebels, 
730-1. 

Mr.  Wm.  for  Union,  1039. 

Johnfione,  Mr.  in  Britifli  parliament  for  Union, 
105G. 

Jones,  Mr.  oppoles  Union,  913,  1047-8. 

K. 

Kelly,  wounded^at  Rofs,  was  executed  at  Wex- 
ford with  unufual  atrocity,  7G7-8. 
Kenmare,  \ifcount  (now  Earl)  for  the  Union, 

1 OG 1 . 

Keugh,  chofen  governor  of  Wexford,  7 40. 

His  origin  and  charadter,  ib. 

Tried  and  executed,  26  June,  1798,  767. 


Killala,  French  land  there,  789. 

Left  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  long  after 

Humbert  furrendered,  79G. 

The  bilhop’s  account  of  our  regaining  the 

town,  and  the  French  condudt  therein, 

797  to  801. 

Kildare,  Curragh  of,  the  difarmed  rebels  mafla- 
cred  by  General  DutF. 

Kilcullen  Bridge,  rebels  defeated  at,  702. 

Kilu'arden,  Lord,  for  Union,  1033. 

King,  Colonel,  againft  Union,  842. 

King,  T.  IKhitc  (s'  Goring,  Cafe  of,  815-6. 

Sends  a melTage  to  both  houfes  of  the 
Britifli  parliament  about  Union,  875. 

Speech  to  both  houfes  of  Britifli  parlia- 
ment relative  to  the  Union  with  Ire- 
land, 977. 

Ditto  on  palling  the  act  of  Union,  29th 
July,  1800,  1067. 

Speech  to  parliament  3ift  December, 
1800,  1071-2. 

Lord,  againft  Union,  1063. 

Kinnoul,  Earl  of,  for  Union,  947. 

Kingsboroug/i,  (now  Earl  of  Kingfton)  taken  pri- 
foner,  746. 

His  undertaking  for  the  fafety  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Wexford  dif- 
regarded,  762-766. 

Knox,  Mr.  againft  Union,  8S9. 

Hon.  Geo.  againft  Union,  831. 

L. 

Lake,  General,  continues  the  old  fyftem,  766. 

Difeontinued  on  his  recal,  28th  June,  1798. 

768. 

Difgraceful  condudt  of  his  army  at  Caftlebar, 

791. 

l.anfdo~iXn,  Marquis,  high  opinion  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, 922. 

Speech  for  Union  and  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, 929  to  932-1059. 

I. axercncc,  Dr.  againft  dlfculfing  the  Union,  goo- 

909. 

Againft  the  meafure,  1036. 

J. ee,  Mr.  for  Union,  833. 

Le  Hiinte,  Mr.  imprifoned  through  the  malice  of 
Mrs.  Dixon  and  wounded,  742. 

Preferred  by  Mr.  Edward  Hay  and  Mr. 
Carty,  two  Catholic  gentlemen,  742. 

Ixindaff,  Bilhopof,  fpeech  for  Union,  937  to  940. 

I.ungrijhe,  Sir  Hercules,  oppoles  the  bill  brought 
in  for  preventing  any  one  that  had 
taken  the  oath  of  United  Irilhmen 
from  fitting  in  or  voting  for  members 
of  parliament,  919. 

iMtoudie,  Mr.  for  Union,  988. 


Ixinfler, 
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Jxi/ijer,  Duke  of,  oppofes  the  Union,  1045. 

Protefts  with  other  lords  againft  Union 
bill,  1066,  and  Appendix  CXXI. 
Loftus,  General,  at  Gorey,  fails  in  his  attack 
upon  the  rebels,  lofes  great  part  of  his 
army  and  retires  from  Gorey,  728-9. 
For  Union  inBritifli  parliament,  1056. 
Lords,  Irilli,  difference  between  them  and  Scotch 
peers,  marked  by  Ld.  Grenville,  IO57-8. 
Warm  debates  about  fuch  Irifh  peers  as 
fhould  fit  in  the  commons,  1 062. 

M. 

2rXcven,  Dr.  examination,  advertifement,  affi- 
davit, &c.  relative  to  his  evidence 
before  fecret  committee,  803  to  8O6. 
]\PKaghfo?i,  Mr.  for  Union,  834. 

Macarthif,  Sir  J.  againft  Union,  993. 

Macomores,  who  and  how  quieted,  785-6. 
^lahon,  Mr.  for  Union,  846. 

Martial,  Courts,  under  Lord  Ennilkillen,  8 06  to 
813. 

Incompetent  to  try  Tone  whilft  court  of 
King’s  Bench  was  fitting,  814-5. 
Mail-Coaches,  their  ftoppage  fignal  for  rebellion, 
687. 

Mafon,  Mr.  Monk,  for  Union,  1040. 

Martin,  Mr.  for  Union,  847-860. 

Difplays  the  virtues  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
973-4. 

Maj^acre  of  prifoners  at  Wexford  by  Dixon,  748. 

Stopped  by  Father  Corrin,  749-750. 
Mujfey,  Mr.  for  Union,  848. 

Maxwell,  Colonel,  moves  the  commons  that  all 
prifoners  Ihouldbe  inftantly  executed, 
692. 

Oppofed  by  Lord  Caftlereagh,  ib, 
Againft  Union,  834. 

Military  executions  without  trial,  699. 

Exceffes,  754. 

Minfo,  Lord,  fpeech  for  Union,  940  to  947. 
Mitford,  Sir  John,  for  Union,  907-913. 

Moira,  Earl,  for  not  palling  Union  till  a change 
in  the  Iriffi  mind  in  its  favor;  fpeech 
againft  coercion,  933-4-5-6. 

Declares  his  objeftions  to  Union  greatly 
removed  by  the  votes  of  the  Irifti  par- 
liament, approves  of  the  detail  of  the 
meafure,  1060. 

Moore,  Air.  Arthur,  ftrongly  againft  Union,  849, 
874,  878,  990. 

Severe  on  Air.  Coote,  ib. 

Moore,  Air.  S.  for  L^nion,  848. 

Moore,  General,  his  humane  conduft,  747,  763. 
Defeats  the  rebels  at  Goff’s  Bridge,  754. 
VoL.  IL 


Mountnorris,  Earl  of,  his  condudt  to  Rev.  J.  Red- 
mond, 776-7 ■ 

Morris,  Air.  Lodge,  for  Union,  851. 

Murphy,  Father  John,  how  driven  into  rebellion, 
716. 

Rallies  his  men  and  cuts  to  pieces  a de- 
tachment of  the  North  Cork  militia, 
near  Oulart,  71 8-9. 

They  march  to  Camolin  and  ftize  800 
mulkets,  719. 

Pretends  to  ’oe  invulnerable,  736. 

Father  Alichael,  ditto,  ib. 

Killed  at  the  head  of  his  men,  739. 
Father  Alichael  infulted,  whipped  and 
executed,  762-3. 

John  at  the  head  of  15000  Wexford 
rebels,  770. 

Mulgrave,  Lord,  oppofes  the  claufe  about  the  peers, 
1058. 

Mufgrave,  Sir  Richard,  defends  terrorifm  and 
cruelty,  693-4-5. 

Some  of  his  falfitles  detected,  7O8. 
Withes  to  criminate  Catholic  clergy  at 
Wexford,  744. 

N. 

Kaas,  attacked  by  the  rebels,  688,  698,  708. 
Nation,  ftateof,  turbid  though  not  rebellious,  977- 
Shocking  pi6ture  of  it  by  Lord  Clare  fince 
the  Union,  1029,  1030. 

Needham,  General,  conteft  between  Sir  Richard 
Alufgrave  and  Air.  Gordon,  about 
his  conduft  at  Arklow,  739,  754. 
Comes  too  late  to  his  poft  at  Vinegar 
Hill,  754. 

His  army  confpicuous  in  devaftation, 
764. 

Nclfon,  feifed  by  Gregg  keeper  of  Newgate,  687. 
Newcomen,  Sir  Geo.  for  difeufling  the  queftion  of 
Union,  848. 

Nicholl,  Air.  for  Lffiion,  1056. 

O. 

O'Bryen,  Sir  Edward,  againft  Union,  848. 
O'Connel,  Counfellor,  fpeech  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Catholic  Anti-unionifts  of  Dub- 
lin, g8l-2. 

O'Connor,  Air.  Arthur,  the  terms  on  which  he 
and  other  rebels  fubmitted  to  give 
evidence,  779. 

Charges  Lord  Caftlereagh  with  deviat- 
ing from  his  engagement,  779>  780. 
Signs  advertifement  cautioning  public 
not  to  give  credit  to  publiftied  re- 
ports of  fecret  committee,  804-5. 

8 F O'Connor^ 
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O’Connor,  his  affidavit  thereon,  and  account  of 
the  memoir  given  in,  803  to  30C. 
Odell,  Mr.  for  Union,  850. 

O’Donnell,  Colonel,  againft  Union,  846. 

^Ir.  J.  M.  againll  Union,  847- 
Attacks  Mr,  Cuffe  for  inconfiftency, 
86i,  990. 

Ogle,  Mr.  for  coercion,  8O7. 

Againft  Union,  844,  988. 

O’Hara,  Mr.  againft  Union,  832,  y88, 

O’Neil,  Lord,  killed  at  Antrim,  768. 

Orangemen  of  the  North  Cork  introduce  their 
fpirit  into  Wexford,  712. 

Their  barbarous  and  outrageous  cruelty, 
713-4. 

The  real  enemies  of  the  United  Irilh- 
men,  771. 

Their  hatred  to  Lord  Cornwallis  for  his 
juftiee  and  moderation,  8O6  to  813. 

, Encreafed  in  defpite  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, 815-6-7. 

Warily  abftain  from  the  queftion  of 
tlnion,  98O 

Ojborne,  Mr.  C.  for  Union,  844,  990, 

Mr.  H.  againft  Union,  846. 

Oulart,  poft  occupied  by  rebels  on  Whit-Simday, 

717-8. 

P. 

"Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  Union  fubmitted  to, 
875. 

Aflembles,  24  Sept.  1799,  978. 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  fat  during  the  rebellion, 
803. 

prorogued  6 Oftober,  1798,  808. 
Meets  22  January,  1799,  824. 
Prorogued  1 June,  1799,  974. 
Aflembles  15  January,  1800,  985. 
Adjourned  for  fome  weeks  after  the 
queftion  of  Union  was  carried  by 
42,  1001. 

From  1 5 February,  guarded  by  a troop 
of  horfe  during  debates,  1 024. 
Addrefs  of  both  houfes,  with  their  re- 
folutions,  approving  of  the  articles 
of  Union  prefented  to  Britiffi  par- 
liament by  Duke  of  Portland,  1045. 
Laft  feflion  put  an  end  to  2 Auguft, 
1800,  1068. 

Imperial,  how  members  of,  felefted, 
1069,  1070. 

Parfons,  Sir  Lawrence,  againft  Union,  851,  1043. 
Speech  for  expunging  the  paragraph  re- 
lating to  the  Union  from  the  addrefs, 
852-3-4-5. 

Arraigns  the  minifter  for  packing  a par- 
liament, 986. 


Parfons,  Sir  L.  moves  amendment  for  continuing 
independence  of  Iriffi  parliament,  986. 
Ditto  for  attendance  of  Major  Rogers  and 
Sheriff  Derby,  1003. 

Parnell,  Sir  John,  difmifted  for  oppofing  Union, 
820. 

Speech  againft  Union,  827-8-9,  1020, 
1041. 

Oppofes  adjournment,  915. 

Moves  for  a diffolution  of  parliament, 

' 1041-2. 

Peele,  Sir  Robert,  for  Union,  912. 

Peers,  Britiffi,  Union  introduced  22  January, 
1799,  875. 

Allow  a month’s  interval  for  confidering 
Union,  914. 

Approve  of  articles  with  fome  alterations, 
1043. 

Percival,  Hon  .'Mr.  for  Union,  909. 

Peers,  Iriffi,  14  Anti-union ifts  proteft,  827. 

Firft  divifion  on  Union,  49  for,  1 6 againft 
it,  829. 

Pendergajl,  Mr,  for  Union,  900. 

Pitt,  Right  Hon.  Wm.  propofes  to  bring  forth  an 
addrefs  to  the  king  on  the  Union,  876. 
Pitt,  Strong  fpeech  for  Union,  885-6-7-8. 

Ditto  before  he  propofed  the  eight  refolu- 
tions  for  forming  an  Union  with  Ireland 
on  31  January,  1799,  888  to  896. 

The  eight  refolutlons,  896  to  899, 

Afferts  that  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  not  au- 
thorifed  to  make  proraifes  afterwards  rc- 
tradled,  907. 

Declared  he  never  would  abandon  the  quef- 
tion of  Union  till  carried,  915-6. 

His  ardor  for  Union  unchecked  by  oppofi- 
tion,  923. 

His  pledge  to  the  Catholics  for  procuring 
them  emancipation,  and  caufe  of  his  re- 
fignation,  944, 

Said  that  Ireland  had  always  been  treated 
with  injuftice  and  illiberality,  990. 

Speech  upon  the  articles  of  Union  in  the 
committee,  21  April,  18OO,  1049  to  1052. 
Plunket,  Mr.  ftrongly  oppofes  Union,  842-3-4, 

917,  993. 

Vehement  againft  the  unfair  ufe  of  mi- 
nifterial  power,  971. 

Severe  on  Dr.  Brown  for  changing  fides 

993. 

Ponfonhy,  Mr.  Geo.  againft  Union,  829,  830, 
85 1-2. 

Warm  reply  to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  858- 
9,  988,  1020. 

Divifion  on  his  motion  at  eight  in  the 
morning,  155  againft  107,  1041. 

Ponfonhy, 
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Vonfonby,  Mr,  W.  B.  againft  Union,  849. 

His  exertions  to  oppofe  Union  with 
Marquis  Downlliire  and  Earl  Charle- 
mont,  978-9. 

Power/courf,  Vifcount,  moves  amendment  againft 
addrefs  for  Union,  826,  1033. 
Portland,  Duke  of,  for  union,  936. 

Proclamation,  by  General  Lake  to  keep  within 
doors  from  8 to  5,  &:c.  687. 

From  lord  mayor  to  poll:  up  lifts  of 
families  and  inmates,  690. 

From  lord  lieutenant  for  execution  by 
military  law,  ib. 

Prefs,  liberty  of,  deftroyed  by  licenti'oufnefs,  709. 
Priejls,  why  fome  muftjoin  in  infurredtions,  716. 
Account  of  feveral  who  joined  the  rebel- 
lion, 7 16-7. 

Their  condudt  when  once  engaged,  7 1 8, 
736. 

How  treated  by  rebels  at  Wexford,  746. 
Prime  Serjeant  for  union,  993 . 

Proclamation  for  the  members  to  become  members 
of  the  imperial  parliament,  read  in 
the  Britilli  Houfe  of  Lords,  3lft 
Dec.  1800,  1073-4. 

For  union’s  taking  effeft,  publifhed 
ift  Jan.  1801,  1074-5-6. 

For  enfigns,  colors,  &c.  at  fea,  IO76. 
Profperovs,  rebels  attack  it  fuccefsfully,  697, 
Protection,  form  of,  774. 

R. 


Rebels,  a body  defeated  at  Balymanaann  Hill,  and 
at  Newtonbarry,  726. 

Defeat  detachment  under  Colonel  Walpole, 
and  drive  General  Loftus  from  Gorey, 
728. 

Under  Harv’ey  march  to  Carrickburn  moun- 
tain to  attack  Rofs,  729. 

Ultimately  defeated  at  New  Rofs,  731. 

Their  furious  alfault  and  fubfequent  intoxi- 
cation, 731, 

Remain  feveral  da3fs  fupine  and  on  Lacken 
, Hill,  736. 

Defeated  at  Arklow,  738-9. 

Publifh  a proclamation  againft  certain  ob- 
noxious perfons,  741. 

Said  by  Mr.  Gordon  to  have  maflacred  101 
in  three  weeks,  ib. 

Profefled  retaliation,  742. 

Quit  the  neighbourhood  of  Gorey,  752. 

Defeated  and  fled  from  Vinegar  Hill,  753-4. 

Defeated  by  Gen.  Moore  at  Goft’s  Bridge, 
754. 

Northern  infurgents  at  Saintfield  and  Bal- 
lynahinch,  769. 

Attempt  Carnew  and  are  repulfed,  772. 

Surprife  a body  of  cavalry  in  ambufcade 
and  kill  80,  ib. 

Difcomfit  a body  of  yeomen  at  Ballyrakeen 
Hill,  ib. 

Defeated  near  White  Heaps 'by  Sir  James 
Duff,  774. 

Aflemble  at  Carrigrew  and  refolve  to  dif- 
perfe,  775. 

Infurgents  of  Kildare  under  Wm.  Aylmer, 

777. 

Some  Wexford  men  under  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
and  Mr.  Garret  Byrne  hold  out,  and  then 
difperfe,  778. 

All  fubdued  except  Holt  and  Hacket,  781, 

Rife  atGranard  and  in  Mayo,  796. 

Several  at  Killala  tried  and  executed,  800, 

Their  chiefs  examined  before  fecret  com- 
mittee, 8 13. 

Redmond,  Rev.  John,  haftily  condemned  and  ex- 
ecuted, 776. 

Condudt  of  Lord  Mountnorris  towards 
him,  and  IVIr.  Gordon's  account  of 
him,  776. 

Religion,  abufed  on  both  fides  to  fliarpen  the  con- 
teft,  701-2,  735. 

Richards,  IVIr.  and  brother,  go  to  capitulate 
with  the  rebels  for  furrender  of  Wex- 
ford, 724. 

Romney,  Lord,  againft  Irifli  peers  fitting  in  the 
commons,  1062. 

Ryder,  Hon.  Mr.  for  union,  though  he  did  not 
exped  it  at  firft  to  be  perfed,  1 06 1 . 

Roche^. 


Rebellion,  fettled  for  23  May,  1798,  687. 

Extent  of,  693. 

Induftrioufly  tindured  with  religious 
acrimony,  701. 

How  rendered  ferocious,  701-2,  705, 
Extends  fouthward,  709, 

Breaks  out  in  the  North,  768. 

Slight  infurgency  near  Bandon,  770. 
Ended,  808. 

Regency  Rill,  brought  forward  by  Anti-unionifts, 
960.  , 

Oppofed  by  Lord  Caftlereagh,  961. 

Loft  by  a fmall  majority,  967. 

Rebels,  fail  at  Naas,  688. 

Their  fanguinary  plans,  698. 

Refped  the  fex,  705. 

Defeated  near  Carnew,  7 1 8 . 

March  to  Camolin,  and  there feize  800  ftand 
of  arms,  719. 

Attack  and  carry  Ennifeorthy,  ib. 

How  received  in  Wexford,  724. 

Encamp  on  Vinegar  Hill,  725. 

Deftroy  the  church  at  Ennifeorthy,  726, 
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Tarali,  fignal  defeat  of  the  rebels  at^  703. 

Temple,  Lord,  for  Union,  913. 

Terrori/m,  extent  and  effe6ts  of,  693. 

Tiglie,  Mr.  againft  Union,  829,  1022. 

Tierney,  Mr.  againft  Union. 

Toler,  Mr.  vide  attorney  general. 

Tone,  Theobald  Wolfe,  his  trial  and  lamentable 
end,  813-4-5. 

Townfcnd,  Mr.  Thomas  againft  Union,  851. 

Vifcount  for  Union,  reprobates  certain 
abufes,  g32,  106’2. 

Trench,  Mr.  for  poftponing  queftion  of  Union, 
848. 

His  mind  altered  upon  the  queftion,  863, 
9J6. 

Turner,  Sir  G.  Page,  for  Union,  1056. 


Jt.oche,  Sir  Boyle,  for  union,  834. 

Roche,  Father  Philip,  chofen  to  fucceed  Harvey, 

735. 

Prevents  an  intended  maffacre,  762. 
Deceived  by  the  acceptance  of  terms  pro- 
mi  fed  by  Lord  Kinglborough  not  ra- 
tified, 763. 

Tried  and  executed,  26  June,  767. 
Edward,  a rebel  general,  740. 

Goes  to  Wexford  tofiimmon  all  to  Vinegar 
Hill,  746. 

Rogers,  major,  threatens  to  blow  up  the  feflion- 
houfe  at  Birr,  where  fome  Anti-uuionifts 
were  1 003 . 

Rokcby,  Lord,  his  letter  to  Lord  Cornwallis  againft 
union,  922-3. 

Rofs,  New,  fiege  of,  730-1. 

S. 

Saurin,  Mr.  arraigns  the  minifter  with  carrying 
the  union  by  corrupt  means,  lOSp. 
Sat/nderfon , Mr.  againft  union,  848. 

Hcullabogne,  malfacre  at,  732. 

Evidence  of  the  caufe  of  it  by  Mr. 
Frizell,  ib. 

Secret  Committees,  examine  the  chiefs  of  the 
rebels  in  Auguft  and  September,  1798, 
803. 

Anxious  for  credit  to  their  reports,  ib. 
Cautions  appear  in  newfpapers,  figned  by 
O’Connor,  Emmett,  and  M'Neven, 
againft  it,  804-5. 

Sheridan,  Mr.  R B.  oppofes  the  confideration  of 
the  queftion  of  union,  in  Britifli  Com- 
mons, 8/6. 

Propofes  amendment  to  addrefs,  877  to 
882. 

Oppofes  eight  refolutions,  898  to900. 
Propofes  refolutions  about  free  confent 
of  both  parliaments,  900. 

Charged  by  Mr.  Percival  with  giving 
evidence  in  favor  of  Mr.  O’Connor, 
9O8. 

Strong  againft  union,  1056-7. 
SkefUngton,  Hon.  JNIr.  againft  union,  834. 

Smith,  .Mr.  Wm.  for  union,  850,  IO39. 

Notable  fpcech  for  union,  863  to  874, 

1022. 

Sno-w,  Captain,  his  laudable  condu<St  at  Wexford, 
720. 

Stanley,  Serjeant,  for  union,  851,  1040. 
Stewart,  Mr.  of  Killymoon,  againft  union,  848. 
Sun,  an  Engliih  minilterial  newfpaper  complained 
of  for  libelling  Irith  parliament,  920-I. 
Burned  by  common  hangman,  921. 

T. 

Tandy,  Mr.  Napper  excepted  out  of  aranefty  adt, 
784. 


U. 

Union  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland,  803. 

Strong  reafons  for  bringing  it  to  bear,  8 17. 

The  particulars,  motives  for  voting  pro  and 
con,  ufelefs  to  go  into,  8 t8. 

Before  the  clofe  of  the  rebellion  Mr.  Cooke’s 
pamphlet  appeared,  818. 

And  in  November,  1798,  thirty  others  on 
faid  fubjedt,  81 9. 

It  divides  the  nation  into  new  parties, 
820. 

Majority  of  134  of  the  bar  againft  it,  821. 

Violent  eftbrts  of  the  oppofite  parties,  822- 
3-4 

Recommended  in  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
825. 

Firft  queftion  of,  carried  in  peers,  by  49  ' 
againft  16,  829. 

Ditto  in  commons,  after  twenty-tw’o  hours 
debate  by  I,  827,  to  852. 

Queftion  carried  againft  it  by  til  againft 
106,  875. 

Introduced  to  Britifli  peers  by  Lord  Gren- 
ville, 875. 

Ditto  to  Britifli  commons  by  Mr.  Dundas, 
ib. 

The  four  heads  of  the  law  in  Ireland  for  it. 

908. 

Votes  of  Britifli  Commons  in  favor  of  Uni- 
on, communicated  to  Britifli  lords,  914. 

Proceedings  pro  and  con  out  of  parliament, 

919- 

AVilhed  by  fome  to  be  carried  from  awe  of 
military  difcipline,  921. 

Conference  of  the  two  houfes  of  the  Britifli 
parliament  upon  it,  947. 

Addrefs  to  crown  for  Union  from  Britifli 
parliament,  948. 

Unjuftifiable  means  for  and  againft  it,  967- 
8,  977. 

Union, 
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Union,  that  nineteen  counties  had  petitioned  for 
Union  denied,  990. 

Unjuftifiable  means  of  carrying  it,  1 003. 
Government  patronage  employed  to  carry  it, 
1024. 

Council  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  Irifh  com- 
mons to  oppofe  the  commercial  arrange- 
ments, 1040. 

Petitions  pro  and  con,  1041. 

Of  churches  as  well  as  parliaments  voted, 
1042. 

Carried  in  Irifli  Lords  by  72  againft  22, 
1045. 

Petitions  of  Britifli  woollen  manufafturers 
againft  the  commercial  articles,  1060. 
Several  motions  in  Britiih  Commons,  con- 
cerning it,  negatived,  IO62. 

The  plan  of,  approved  and  fent  to  Ireland, 
1063. 

For  bringing  in  the  Union  bill  iCO  againft 
100,  1065. 

Bill  for,  pafted  the  commons  on  7th  of  June 
— The  Lords  on  I3th,  1066. 

Bill  for,  palTed  Britiih  Commons  24th  June, 
and  the  Britifli  Lords  29th  July.  1800. 
Aft  of,  1067,  Appendix  No.  CXXIII. 
Received  royal  aifent  in  Britifli  parliament, 
2d  July,  1800,  1067. 

Ditto  in  the  Irifli,  l Auguft,  1800,  ib. 

United  Irilhmen,  bill  fordifqualifying  all  who  had 
taken  the  oath  from  fitting  in  and  vo- 
ting for  members  of  parliament— Re- 
jefted  — Supported  only  by  Melfrs.  Ogle, 
J.  C.  Beresford,  and  Dr.  Duigenan,  919. 
Uniach,  Col.  for  Union,  850. 

V. 

Vcreker,  Col.  makes  an  honorable  ftand  againft 
the  French — Humbert’s  honorable  tefti- 
mony,  794. 

Oppofes  Union,  832. 

Vinegar- Hill,  rebel  camp  at,  725. 

W. 

Walpole,  Col.  overpowered  by  the  rebels  and 
killed,  728. 

IVeJlmor eland,  Earl  of,  for  Union,  9S6,  106S, 
Wexford,  rifing  in  that  county  and  why,  7 10- 
1-2. 

Special  caufe  of  their  rifing,  716. 
Confufion  from  the  influx  of  the  gar- 
rifon  and  inhabitants  of  Ennifcorthy, 
719.  720. 

Ditto  from  the  mifconduft  of  fome  troops, 
it). 

furrender  to  the  rebels,  723. 


W Oxford,  Confufed  retreat  and  panic  of  the  troops, 
723 

Entered  by  the  rebels,  724, 

Their  conduft  during  three  weeks  pof- 
feflion,  739,  740. 

All  the  atrocities  at  Wexford  by  Dixon, 
741. 

Number  of  Proteftants  encreafed  by  fu- 
gitives, 742. 

Ten  malTacred  by  rebels  on  6th  June,  ib, 
Confternation  at  the  approach  of  the 
army,  marking  its  progrefs  by  burn- 
ings, &c.  747. 

Relieved  on  20th  June,  1798,  754. 
Evacuated  by  the  rebels,  763, 

The  fick  and  w'ounded  mafifacred  by  the 
troops,  763. 

Old  fyftem  continued  by  general  Lake, 
at  Wexford,  for  fome  days,  766. 
Progrefs  of  Wexford  rebels,  770. 
Difperfion  of  them,  775. 

Vindiftive  cruelty  of  the  Wexford  men 
compofing  a committee  to  fuperintend 
profecutions,  775-6. 

Continuation  of  the  fyftem  of  terro- 
rifm,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Sparkes,  823. 

Wicklow,  rifing  in  that  county  and  why,  712, 
714-5. 

Caufes  of  ferocity  in  the  Wicklow  re- 
bels, 715 

Windham,  Right  Hon.  Mr.  for  Union,  903, 

Whelan,  Timothy,  an  infuriate  rebel,  762. 

Whippings,  See.  defended  by  Terrorifts,  693-4-5 
-6. 

Fatal  effefts  of,  7 1 1 . 

White,  Mr.  Hawtrey,  gives  falfe  information  t(*- 
General  Hunter  to  create  alarm,  787, 

Wood,  Col.  for  Union,  giS. 

Y. 

Yelverton,  Mr.  expofes  the  inhumanity  of  Mr. 
Jtidkin  Fitzgerald,  953-4-5. 

Lord,  fpeaks  for  Union,  1043-4, 

Yeomen  defeat  rebels  near  Carnewq  and  burn  two 
Catholic  chapels  and  above  100  houfes 
and  cabins  of  Catholics,  7 18. 

Their  intent  to  maffacre  the  prifoners  at 
Wexford,  heard  by  the  goaler  who  gave 
the  key  to  Mr.  Harvey,  722. 

Their  bloody  fyftem  proved  on  the  trial  of 
Wollaghan,  8O6  to  813. 

The  infamous  conduft  of  fome  of  them  in 
cafe  of  King  v.  White  Sf  Goring,  815-6. 

Young,  Lieutenant,  of  the  Donegal  Militia,  hi* 
fliameful  conduft,  727. 

Sir  Wm.  for  Union,  1061. 
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